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Cuesta College
Matriculation and Research Services

The following information is taken from a recently released report on Partnership for Excellence by the
Chancellor's Office. While the data are positive, it must be remembered that many students at Cuesta are
still not being successful. What will be needed is thorough discussion on future programs required to help
these students.

Cuesta College Partnership for Excellence Exceeds Goals

Cuesta students are exceeding goals for AA/AS degrees and certificates, along with basic skills,
vocational and occupational course completions. Students have shown excellent progress for goals with
transfer preparedness, and have shown improvement in combined CSU and UC transfers.

According to Matriculation and Research Services, a total of 1,235 AA/AS degrees and certificates were
awarded for the 1998-99 school year, a remarkable feat considering this exceeds the college’s goal of
1,216 for the year 2006. Basic skills courses such as math and English showed a completion rate of 60.7
percent, compared to a goal of 60.2 percent for 2006. Vocational courses came in at 81.4 percent,
compared to 76.6 percent for 2006. Clearly occupational courses such as welding had 3,261 completions,
well over the 2006 goal of 3,162.

The number of Cuesta students transfer directed and prepared, meaning completion of

56 transferable units with appropriate math and English and at least a 2.0 GPA, rose dramatically between
the 1997-98 and 1998-99 school years. In 1997-98, a total of 1,015 Cuesta students had completed
transferable math and English, but only 405 completed these requirements with 56 transferable units. In
1998-99, 1,180 Cuesta transfer students had completed the required math and English, with 540 of these
having the 56 transferable units.

Compared to Allan Hancock College and Santa Barbara City College, Cuesta had the highest percentage
of transfer-directed students completing 56 transferable units with the appropriate math and English.
Transferable courses also are showing a 71.1 percent completion rate for 1998-99, just under the 2006
goal of 73.1 percent.

The 1998-99 school year showed 742 Cuesta students transferring to a CSU with another 47 students
transferring to a UC, an increase of 64 students from 1997-98. The combined CSU/UC transfer goal for
2006 is 1,039 students.

The Cuesta College Partnership for Excellence is a performance-based chancellor- directed program to
bring accountability to community colleges.

Excerpted from an upcoming CC News Article written by Scott Roark, Public Affairs Assistant
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