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Introduction

is for Awarseness . . .

of parents and caretakers about poten-
tial hazards in the child’s environment,
including nursery products.

is for Baby.

is for Caubion . . .

in selecting and maintaining products
for the child’s environment, including
nursery products.

is for Safeby ...

the sum of the A B C’s.

From the beginning of a child’s life, products intended for a
child must be selected with safety in mind. Parents and care-
takers of babies and young children need to be aware of many
potential hazards in the child’s environment hazards from
incorrect use of products or with products not well designed
for their intended purpose. The Consumer Product Safety
Commission hopes this booklet, with its selected safety hints,
will be your ABC primer helping you buy nursery products,
using them, keeping them in good repair, and properly dis-
posing of a product if it becomes a hazard. The Commission
has several ways to keep you informed. The Commission
publishes Safety Alerts and recall notices, has a Hotline ser-
vice (1-800-638-2772, TTY: 1-800-638-8270) and has a
Website page (www.cpsc.gov). CPSC can also send you
information for hosting a Baby Safety Shower, a great way to
inform new parents how to protect their babies from harm in
their own homes.
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Major Hazards

Cribs

IMote ihfants die évery]- y]ear‘ in accidents involl/ing cribs than
'with any dther nursery prodict. | Thobisands of infants are
jinjured lseriogmly enbugh to feqpire treatment in hospital

i€ emer, gen Cy rooms |

|IfIYoh re ‘Buymg a New FuII bue Cnb] i

domer posts should not exténd more than 1/16 inch (111
,1/2 mm) aboye }the top of the end panel. Corner, pom can
be catchpomu for nlems pl'lCLd arou'nd a ChlldLS qeck ar
Llothlng wom by the thld

| l\tlaltre Fsupport hangers should be secured | bolls or
\ osed hooks. All (.nb hardwa}‘c should be’ securely tight-
;ened and chechd f requemly L

ads,,lf(used tehould (api fit dllound the|enure cﬂ' b

] liumper ib
i )iue‘ onTsnbp m}oxphllce ‘dpd (c%) huve]stmp%“or, ies ;At
ledstim reachi 'omeljl n[tht%’mlddle\oi]each|lon s1de ,di
‘on:both| lhle tob and!lhed)quom edlges ]T{) pre dt o'ur
babyﬁon? bccommg,lcntangled m|}hc uelﬁ lnmo iexcess
length afler lym;a U#e‘lhe bu&npere unul]thc bdb)ucﬁnipl ll
up|lo a s"tandmg posnuon 1lhen re‘n}ove:lh m so]l at the
babth:ll noUuse lhem‘lo:uy] lb}:hmb’o' l.of‘lhuenb ]

1
use plasuc bags bc; mauress‘ covers 'I]'he lplasuc

4. 1Remove and destroy dll pldsuc wmipmg male{‘ml% Never )
clmo toa baby! ‘f“ee and cause su 1ocbuon

lfiYou‘Already Have a! (,nb f

| 1. .CPSC discourages the use of used cribs. Use a cfib that |

| jmeets ] Federal ?dfely leﬂulatlons and mdustfy volunldly ¥
slandardsx(ASTM) and make sure 1l has a tlght hlung
mattréss Check the labelmg, on these products to make
|sure they meet safety requnremenm

|Check the cfib land repiace any ﬂnssmg parts, Isuch ds |
b screws,,boltq or maltress support hdnoers,fbefore placm;, ]
i :your thld in u Make iure all screws or bolts are secure- ]
ly tlwhlened |Any sllmw linserted into a wood Lomponem
l ,thdl dnnol be u;:hlened seeu:ely should be repl%nced by 1
one that ﬁls On cribs whete the m'mrejqq] eupport |s]sus- '
pended by léangem]aglached to hooks on the end panels, !
chedk frequenlly tb be sure they l*dve ot become dlSCOII-‘ 1
} Inected Never| use a crib wuh broken or missing parts. l ;

’Use a matlresJ that [1[9 lln;ohtly ij you|<.an fit more 1han
| ]lwo qmgfem Etween the edge of the mauresx and cnb
] side, lh'e mimress} is too small. An\ mﬁml cab suffocate 1['
J ]ns head or body becomes wedned between the mattress

Iand the Lnb sldes

glement with clothing or neckiace

‘Corner post [
jextensions less
than 1(16 of an
iinch !

7

\

L | |
:——!?"1 ]—[
e “ﬂ;

Corner post extensions greater than 1/16
of an inch (1 1/2 mm) may cause entan-

/

‘Decorative cut-out at top of
iheadboard or footboard may
icause head/neck entrapment

‘Mattress suppoqt hangers l
‘that attach to hooks may ;
.become disconnected and
'may cause head entrapment.
Check frequently H

" Sm— |

F .
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!4. vord older cribs|with headboard dnd foolboard desrgns [ an'nctlve lldddler‘wdl usemnythmg for cli:rq]bing oui of the
C that mdy dllow '1ln mfdn; S head to become caught i in the } *Crlb -
openings between the corner PO“l and the top rznl!,;or n Wheﬁ' your chrld 1caLhC+ 35 mche&» (890 mm) in height,
-other openings in the lop edge of the headboard slructure
] 1he/she has oul,«arown the crib dlld should sleep 1}1 a bed
'These openmgs may lead to slmngulalrm _
|5~ orner posts should be less thun 1716 mches high. (1-1/2 8. Neverfuse plastic bags as nmllreseleovers[ The pldSll(. ﬁlml
. | ‘may cause euﬁomuon
jmm) unless lhe mb has a canopy 0 nol me a crrb lhal I
lhas decorauve klnobs on comer posls r you already have ’ 9 |Check all u‘rb hardv&arc} hghlen all nuts! Ibplls abd
Ia crlb wrlh such knobs, lhe knobs ehould be unscrewe{i or scrcw% requenlly Afler acrib i 'f rnoved Ib sure all mat-
sawed o{‘l ﬂus!’r with the headboard or Ioolboard Sand 011 lrcs& supporl h+n5us <de seeure Ch(,(,k hooks regdl.uly
rspllnlers and sharp cbrnerls | ] to be su'rc none are rok#n}or bent. Open hooks may 1’
\6. ever use a crrb hat has loose or missing sldts }Be sure d“OW rhe mallr#ss] to ld“
vlhill all slats. are eecurely‘ fas ened in place and the space 10. ;Secure I?um})el pads around lhe entire cnb and snap or tie
| 17 I
'between slats ils no more than 2 3/8 meheq (60 mm) to lin place at leasl in each corncr,unulhe nnddl of eaehf ang
avord head enlrapmenl/slran;,uLmdn |§|de dncll on both the top and the bottom edges Cul off
!7. lf you Ipdlnl or refl’msh the errb,du:}e only hl,t:h quality ‘
houeehold lead free enamel paint and let it dry lhorough- %
! L
ly so lhere dre |to resrdual fi umes. Chclck lhe lube on the I; CRIB TOYS l
pdml can lo make sure the manula(,lurier ocs not red)m- “ ,
‘mend at,‘uml using the paml on items such as cr|b~r i Crib gymls and OthI loys that streleh .ﬁcross the crib with
‘Some Safet)il'l‘l l slrlnbs,;eords or nbbons can be a h‘u‘ud l’or older or more
Py active babies. Thc Commission knows of cases in which
%] 'lt rcduee the nsk’ of Sudden Infant Dedlh Syndrome J mfunls str anéled or became entangled in errb gym"; or othér
IDS) and prevenl’sulfoehuon 'r)ul youri bdby lo sleep on 1 toys >lruched across their crlbs’
[3 € l
hrs/herlbdek I a mb on & firmjjflat mrc}ss [Muke sure | ' 'Make sure dml cnb ;,yms are dzstalled eecurely, il bolh ends
'there is no sofl beddm;> undcrne.’th youlibaby ' l | ! 1
,90 lhcy cannol be pulled down] into the crlb '
12. T}emporury beds:: Never‘pldce your in fdnl to sleep +n an Make sure lhul you remove Frlb &)" s and mobiles fronk the
adull bed. daler ’bed or bun bed 'Infants up to 18 x |
|u'lb when your baby. is'5 months old or beglns to push up
monlhs can suffocale in their s eep when then bodies or I
| on hands and knees.
‘l{"aees become wed;,ed belweeﬁ the mallress and bed ‘
fmme or the nmttr&ss’ and wall | . Moblles and any ?lher loys]lhal hanf OVCI‘ acrib or playpen
3. I‘zever; put a (.rlb |(,h|lj1 bed, or lumrlure near window i \ [should be out ofreudh gfa ('h”h
lntlis or dmpery ¢h11 ren/can stran‘de on window cordsi ».Do not use crib loys’wnh caleh;poinls Lhz'}l (‘;an hook
sor can idll'lhrough scree*rs If local fire dodes pcnml win- ' (.Iolllun;_, o
dow guarde ]m?lall lhun Make surc d‘ml aIJl dmpcry q‘ ‘
wrndow blmd cords fare oul of the Chlld|b rea(.h CPSC 1
‘has re(.erved huniefous reporLs of slrangulauon dealhs on
window blind cords over the years. To keep cords out of l
reach of children, use these devices: clamp or clothes pin, %
tie the cord to itself, tie-down device, or take the cord g D
loop and cut it in half to make two separate cords. H IR £ 3 !
;4. l\feveruu%e 9tr1ng¢, to hang any Cl)b_]CCl such as a mobile or | / | N 5 _
iatoy or a dmper bag,lon or near the crib lwhere d child | % ‘
-could become caught in it and qtrangle If you havejtloys \ ' '
with cords or elastic for h mglng, cul the slrmgs)cords btf >
iS. "[b prevend slrang,ulauon NEVER tie pauﬁers/leelhers ~
laround your (,hrldu% n%:ek lRemove bibs and necklaees
,whenever vou pul your babynn crib or playpcn STRANGULATION HAZARD
Lavk 1ok thai cadl i itelFaided! Thet " Remove a//crib toys which are strung across crib or
16. . Alwayk loék théiside rail.inlits|raisedipaositioniwhenevei | | playpen area when your child is beginning to push up
‘youplace; your child in, the (Trlb {\7 Q(‘Oﬂ as your childcan on hands and knees or is 5 months of age, whichever
'stand| up,*adjuel the! mdllre%s tolits lowest p}muon and comes earliest
remove:the bumper pads. Also,jremovejany largeitoys— |

|

Q
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Bathing Aids,
Buoke;bs & Pails

B‘ATI‘JING AI’DS }

W'ne”present% a reallddnger N]EVER,‘cveq }tor *a moment,
|€dVC .your ¢hild alone or undel ublmé supexﬁvmon in the
bathlub e eri }when the child is in a bdlh fing or seat. Bath
rméq are mlended for use as bath | |ds but they are NOT

ools and other conlamem of waler foung children can
drown qulck]y in small amounls of WdlBl Hot waier can
qca]d Té) prevcdl skin burm ?lwayq check bdth Yvalet temper-
ature wnh your wrlsl or elbow beloré balhmg your dby} | l

«T)ﬂ%

Il. everltevled forlx moment rely ?n bath‘rmgs or seatv.
keep baﬁy ]sﬂate ui the balh lNever Ieavcia]baby alone i ina
bath (rmg or seat in the tub. evqL rely *)n a xlblmg, to
supt,rvuse a bdby] in a bath tub.! Tull l}m): aw‘lyl th g,ct la
to“'lel ans wer the doorbell or telcphone could't result in the
baby‘ rowmng “

SAFbTY DEVICES! Kec,p chllc}[lmn dwa)y’[oni: bucI%cls| IOII- |

Ho ] edvcsxho

13. enough wal‘%lito cover th%;babyi ] H

1o t

Ieos[ ‘his | dﬁﬂounuof wluer l\lsufﬁClCnl toibdlhq 1he ‘
aby| H}owever ]be{: awar?;lhal bk bl” s ’ca]ngdrow‘p injla ]
very. snllall dmounllof iw.x}lel lAlll|t|*akes!islél'iOUOhlwalerl'

Ito covcr th ‘nose andimou

C?nly Fll‘lhe'tub wnh]

||(

|S'ecurely atlach ,bz}th ‘scals and |fin s't ’a ”SIIV[OQTH

) . |
’SURFA E N cuonicqps will NOT stick lo} l(:xlunvdl |
1r|dged ![aqplxlqucd,[or fd(flory|des1gned|non slud‘ alh }Jb ’
‘surfdccs Suchon [Lups ill |nol sllck lo scmlchk:d

] |(,h|ppeé1 Oq'rcpfuplcd lub]su]rfau:'s

S|

F]arenlis.dnd caregllv ks‘ should beﬂtrdlned‘mlba'mciCPR ’

| !technﬁques

I BUCKETS & PAILS

Younu (.hlldren Wit ;,el‘ nto!evnrylhm;,"'l‘he Commission
)
‘h«mm‘ ny qeporlts f chlldren; h WFI’L dbic lc}lpulllth%m- H

a ?landmypo'smon (Sround 71rnonths),.falll head
1 ﬁrs’vm]lo anf opcn pallldnd d own‘ '

Saﬁ.t)} llp?

||' !ﬁecp qmpcr pails tightly closcd {aHd out of the leaqh of
young chlld}en

\2. All!necessary b 'lhmn 1témsl(soap, washclorhs towe!'s l\feveriuse open bucl\ets{ as dmper pails or Ieave oben bud( l ]
etc) sl;ould be]pqaced by lhe mb before} )}our bﬁb ‘ l lets containing hqulds whe*e chlldren can reaqh them. Th%:y |
igoes in} Ipose a drowlnmo hazard.

B

f

A WaARNING |
Prevent Drowning. Never Leave Child Unattended.
e
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Baby Gates

Baby gates are used at the top and bottom of stairs or in open
doorways to prevent toddlers from falling or entering unsafe
areas. But some baby gates themselves are dangerous. The
Commission warns parents and others who care for children
that an entrapment and strangulation hazard exists with accor-
dion-style baby gates that have large V-shaped openings along
the top edge and diamond-shaped openings between the slats.
CPSC knows of deaths that occurred when children’s heads
were entrapped in the V-shaped or diamond-shaped openings
when they attempted to crawl through or over the gates.
Although these hazardous accordion-style baby gates have
not been sold since 1985, you may still find them at yard sales
or in thrift stores.

If You Will Be Using a Baby Gate

+ Choose a gate with a straight top edge and rigid bars or
mesh screen, or an accordion-style gate with small
V-shapes and diamond-shaped openings. Entrances to
V-shapes should be no more than 1-1/2 inches (38 mm) in
width to prevent head entrapment.

« Be sure the baby gate is securely anchored in the doorway
or stairway it is blocking. Children have pushed gates over
and fallen down stairs.

» Gates that are retained with an expanding pressure bar
should be instalied with this bar on the side away from the
child. A pressure bar may be used as a toehold by a child to
climb over a gate. Pressure gates are not recommended at
the top of stairways. CPSC is aware of a number of inci-
dents where pressure gates have popped out of openings at
the top of stairs resulting in children falling down stairs.

EXPANDABLE ENCLOSURES

Circular wooden enclosures that expand, accordion-style, can
present the same entrapment/strangulation hazards as the
accordion-style gates. The Commission knows of deaths that
occurred when children caught their necks in the V-shaped
openings along the top edge of the enclosure, apparently as
they were attempting to climb out. CPSC recommends that
you DO NOT USE ACCORDION-STYLE EXPANDABLE
ENCLOSURES with V-shaped or diamond-shaped openings.

Entrapment areas

0029990400008000000 l’
909208292050
9900000000000000700

0000004 PIPIII 0000000
2000004 DAEDRIIII0008000000
0000004 A8PAI239300089000000
0000004 |080000980000000000°
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0700004 |00

0000004 |0000009000000000000
kL 0000004 Wwaéwom%az&oo Ju
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Hazardous head entrapment risk

Safer— No head entrapment risk




High Chairs

Each year, thousands of children are treated in hospital emer-
gency rooms for injuries associated with high chairs. Deaths
also occur. The majority of the injuries result from falls when
restraining straps are not used and when children are not
closely supervised. The majority of deaths occurred when
children slipped down under the tray and strangled. Most
often, these children were either unrestrained or were
restrained only by a waist belt.

To help prevent injuries and deaths, high chairs should have a
waist strap and a strap that runs between the legs. While in the
high chair, children should ALWAYS be restrained by both
straps. The tray should not be used as a restraining device in
place of the straps.

GojE [HE0

i

Without these two straps, children can stand in the chair seat
and topple from the chair, or slide under the tray and strangle
on the waist strap or when their heads become trapped
between the tray and the chair seat.

Other accidents occur when the chair tips over. High chairs
may tip if an active child pushes off from a table or wall,
stands up in the high chair, or rocks it back and forth.

If You Are Buying a New High Chair
. Select one that has a wide base for stability.

2. Examine the restraining straps to ensure that the waist
beit has a buckle that cannot be fastened unless the crotch
strap is also used.

3. Since the restraining straps must be used every time a
child is placed in the chair, look for straps that are easy to
use. 1f the straps are difficult to fasten, you might not use
them.

4. Consider a high chair that has a post between the child’s
legs to prevent the child from slipping down and becom-
ing trapped under the tray.

If You Already Have a High Chair or Are Buying One
Secondhand

I. Check the condition of straps and their attachments to
make sure they are securely attached and work properly.

2. If the high chair does not have adequate safety straps,
contact the manufacturer for replacement.

Safety Tips

1. ALWAYS USE ALL RESTRAINING STRAPS PRO-
VIDED. The crotch strap and belt around the waist
should be fastened as soon as a child is placed in the chair
and unfastened only when the child is removed.
Remember, the feeding tray is not a restraint. Only safe-
ty straps keep the child from climbing out or sliding down
and strangling.

2. Be sure that the locking device on a folding high chair is
locked each time you set up the chair.

3. Never allow a child to stand up in a high chair.

4. Don't stray too far from the high chairfespecially if the
child has shown an ability to unfasten safety straps.

5. Keep the high chair far enough away from a table,
counter, wall, or other surface so that a child can’t use
them to push off.

6. Don’t let children play around a high chair or climb into
it unassisted.

7. Don’t let older children hang on to a high chair while a
baby is in it. The high chair could tip over.



_Fla_ypene

‘DedthsLhave oecumed whe lhle droeruHes ollm+sh playpem ‘
landc Siw re lefl[ in'the downlpo ition. lelenla fneshlsu‘ie is
left.down, lthelmesh thgq[loosely lHrmmg a: pocke( 6r|ga'p l
lbetweer;J the edg,e'u[fg lhq lloor anel and the's]de Yciun mfnnL
léven b few 'weeks oldlcan move to! Llle edLve and! f'\l%mlo It 1

{loose'meshlpockq whereltheylcanlbe;tr{}ppedianill.sul" l”ocple. Il

Neéw hhesh! srdedlpldype}ns wlth drop Isilles | havelwarmng
labels thz'n dlert! en] an'd olhers never éoqle;lvel)nlantslml ]
playpéfnmwnh sl(gemn lhe clol,vn posmon e aware tHat,oller .
mesh pllaypenﬂ onilcr bs| do not h‘lve these w:armnﬁ'label |
Many (lf]lhese prpdl.lcls are;sull mlluse

Deathﬂ ha\{e a s‘o occurred in playpens or lravellcl]?bs lhatl ha ve } l l
a :)(j.‘mng h1nge in lhe Lenler ollleaeh tlo rail to ennble he

product; tolbelfol ed it lo a|¢ompact| pacl: ;el Tl‘nese deaths

slmpe ]lh%:t elerapped \the, Ich}ldls ne ;
denls ith hmgee Iwerelellller'ncpl luyned 1nlwar]
nhey b)mehow m laled dy rmg use|jto. lhelunloekedl]posmon
CPSC h s réchlled several ibl'andslof plavpens with: lhese

rot;}uné latclf % |nllhe*eel1ter|of llhe |top ralls

k ln‘| he enﬂtrapmentpnpl- H

each p rall with a ldlChI g mechdlmm that locl\slautomdu-l l
cally IhenJ the mullls lifted into the normd‘l use posmon To
fol%l these pro ucts‘sa uttdn or other release mech‘u}:sm must
be used lo rel ase the lalchl lSueh prodl;cts xwl'nl]e slmllar in
app amnee to those with rolﬁtmg lunz,es,‘l‘ue not l\nown to

thC Heen mvolved inany latdl entmpment mudenm
'lleoHAr# B}:ymg a New *’laypen l
‘l. r playpenq with a hmbe in the center of cach of the four

|
|top r;uls look fora play pen or lravlellol ib llhat has top uuls‘
‘that aulomaucélly loek ‘l’h('" lifted into the nomml use
posmon i

2. Look for mesh netting with a very’smdll weavje (less than
C 14 lncll)l—smaller than the tiny pullons on a baby sl
clolhlng

|3. j§llat spaces ona wooglen playpen should be no more tlmn
12-3/8 m(,hes (60 mm) in width.

Iselci’::ﬂ:ﬁ;:by H'we p Playpen or Ar# Buymg One t

Clheck the slat spacing on older, woodc,n playpens Thc
ommmlon does not recommend usmg it if the spaee
between slats 1}, more tl}an 2-3/8 lnches (60 mm).

|2 ‘thecl\ wseeifithas a hmge “l the center of each top rail l
lthal mpst be tumeq lowa:—? the inside of the cnb and down] :
'to preventl foldmg, dPS does not recclmmend that you
use this lype of product

Q
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| 3. 'Rcmovc ldrge ('?

res+|lted when the‘top rmls eollapsejt,ﬂanI |f0|r ed dnlacule A l '

anid déwnior l i

o

Some play ns or tra\{ellinbs ha\{e a' hinge 4( the center of ] '

Safety Tips l

1. IAlwalys show pabyﬁlller/caregl)ver lllow to properly set up
playpen accordmg to the manufactl:rerl instructions.

mg in injury or deith to the (,hll(l

2. lNever edve|a ml"antlm a mesh laypen or crib w ith the

|drop-sxde |down lnfants can rollfinto the space elween

ithe maltressl and loose mesh side and sulfo&:lue Evenl

when a child is not in a pldypen leave ?lile drop-side up.
Chlldrenlmay y to chrnb b'le mto apl
pmeh thelr ﬁngers on the unloeked lnng,e mechanmm

lplayptl,n |

4. .Av01d tying any nems ac.rosq the top or corne+ of the
] | i
playpen they can be a strangulauon hazard. l

Tnslde the

hey lin be used l01 Lllmbmg, out.

Impropér selup can cause the playpen to colldpscl,peepll-

aypen and cut or '

Playpen must be securely locked into open position
so it cannot collapse.

Side in lowered position forms hazardous “pocket”
or “gap.”

]10



5. Toys should not be hung from the sides with strings or
cords because they could wrap around a chiid’s neck. Use
another method for attaching the toys to the playpen.

6. Children may use the top rail of the playpen for teething.
Check vinyl or fabric-covered rails frequently for holes
and tears. A teething child can chew off pieces and choke.

7. If staples are used to attach the mesh side to the floor
plate, make sure none are loose or missing.

8. Examine the mesh and its attachment to the top rail and
floor frequently for loose threads. There have been reports
of entanglements in threads (stitching) that unraveled.

11.

Never use a playpen with holes in the mesh sides. These
could entrap a child’s head and cause strangulation.

. Never use a playpen with a hinge in the center of each of

the four top rails that fold if each top rail does not auto-
matically lock when the rail is lifted into the normal use
position.

Never use a pad that does not fit snugly and never add a
second pad or mattress. Babies have suffocated when
trapped between mattresses or between the playpen side
and mattress that was too small.

Rabbles/Squeeze
Toys/Teethers

Because children have choked to death on baby rattles, the
Commission issued a regulation in 1978 requiring 1) that rat-
tles be large enough to prevent them from becoming lodged in
an infant’s throat and 2) that they be sturdily constructed to
prevent them from separating into small pieces that can be
swallowed or inhaled. To date, the largest rattle known to
have lodged in an infant’s mouth/throat had an end about the
size of a golf ball. Squeeze toys and leethers have been
involved in similar choking incidents. Rattles, squeeze toys
and teethers involved in incidents had handles or ends small
enough to enter a baby’s mouth and lodge in the throat, block-
ing the airway.

Safety Tips

1. Check all rattles, squeeze toys and teethers for small ends
that could extend into the back of the baby’s mouth. If
you feel that the toy may be too small for safety, throw it
away.

2. Take rattles, squeeze toys, teethers, and other small
objects out of the crib or playpen when the baby sleeps.

3. Teethers, like pacifiers, should never be fastened around
a baby’s neck.

4. Avoid rattles and squeeze toys with ball-shaped ends.

Anything that fits inside this template is a choking
hazard.

el

1.68 in
(42.7 mm)

Generic rattle




Toy Chests

CPSC has received reports of death and brain damage as a
result of toy chest lids falling on children’s heads or necks.
These chests include those specifically manufactured for toy
storage, as well as trunks, wicker chests, wooden storage
chests, and other similar items.

Most of the children were under two years of age. Accidents
occurred when children were reaching over and into the chest
when the lid dropped, either falling on their heads or trapping
them at the neck between the lid and the edge of the toy chest.

Another potentially fatal, but less frequent, hazard is suffoca-
tion, which has resulted in the deaths of several children.
These accidents happened when children climbed into toy
chests to hide

or sleep. Because the toy chests were not adequately ventilat-
ed, the children suffocated in the enclosed space.

If You Are Buying a New Toy Chest

1. Look for one that has a support that will hold the hinged
lid open in any position in which it is placed or buy one
with a detached lid or doors.

2. Look for a toy chest with ventilation holes that will not be
blocked if the chest is placed against the wall, or a chest
which, when closed, has a gap between the lid and the
sides of the chest. Many chests are ventilated by a space
between the underside of the lid and sides or front of the
box.

3. Make certain that the lid of the toy chest does not have a
latch.

If you already own a toy chest or trunk with a freely falling
lid, CPSC recommends that you REMOVE THE LID to avoid
possible tragedy. Otherwise, you may wish to install a lid sup-
port device designed to hold the lid open in any position. Buy
a spring-loaded lid support that will not require periodic
adjustment.

Adjustable friction lid
support not safe for
use on toy chests.

Use this spring-loaded
lid support.
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Walkers

The Commission estimates that more children are injured in
baby walkers than with any other nursery product. The acci-
dents happen even when a caregiver is nearby. Almost all of
the victims are children under 15 months of age.

Most of the injuries are caused by:

+ Falling down stairs—Children in baby walkers can quickly
move to the edge of the stairs and fall. This kind of accident
frequently happens when someone forgets to close a base-
ment door or safety gate.

« Tipping over—Baby walkers can tip over when children try
1o cross uneven surfaces such as door thresholds or carpet
edges.

+ Burns— Children in baby walkers can be burned when they
touch hot surfaces such as range doors, radiators, heaters,
and fireplaces. Children can also be burned when they reach
and spill hot liquids such as soup, coffee, or cooking oil.

You May Want to Use an Activity Center
Instead of a Walker

In an activity center your child will be protected from most
injuries associated with baby walkers. Some activity centers
are stationary; others allow your child to walk within a limit-
ed area.

10

If You Plan to Use a Walker

It is important to buy a new walker that has safety features to
help prevent falls down stairs. However, it is not possible to
find a product that is safe in every situation. Therefore, it is
very important to follow all safety instructions on the warning
labels.

Safety Tips

1. To prevent accidents, always keep your child within view.
A walker increases your child’s mobility and his/her reach.

To avoid a fall down stairs or steps, make certain that the
door or gate is closed at the top of the stairs every time
you use a walker.

w

To avoid a tipover, use a walker only on smooth surfaces.
Carpet edges, thresholds, and uneven pavement can cause
a child in walkers to tip over.

To avoid a burn injury, keep your child in a walker away
from hot surfaces and containers with hot liquids. Beware
of dangling appliance cords.

To avoid a drowning, keep your child in a walker away
from swimming pools, toilets, and other sources of water.

13



Back Cartiers

An infant back carrier can make it easier to go shopping,
walking, or hiking with a baby. However, framed back carri-
ers should not be used before a baby is four to five months
old. By then the baby’s neck is able to withstand jolts and not
sustain an injury. Bicycle carriers should not be used before a
baby is one year old. Developmentally, children are just learn-
ing to sit unsupported around 9 months of age. 1t is not until
this age that infants have developed sufficient bone mass and
muscle tone to enable them to sit unsupported with their
backs straight.

If You Are Buying a New Back Carrier

1. Buy one to match the baby’s size and weight. Try it on
with the baby in it and check for:

+ enough depth to support the baby’s back.

* leg openings small enough to prevent the baby from
slipping out.

» leg openings big enough to avoid chafing the baby’s
legs.

Look for sturdy materials with strong stitching or large,
heavy duty fasteners to prevent the baby from slipping
out.

3. Look for a back carrier with padded covering over the
metal frame near the baby’s face to protect the baby from
bumps.

Safety Tips

1. A child may stand up or try to climb out of the carrier. If
the back carrier has restraining straps, be sure to use the
restraining straps at all times.

Be sure the child’s fingers are clear of the frame joints
when folding the carrier. Check frames for sharp points,
edges or rough surtaces.

3. Check the carrier periodicatly for ripped seams, missing
or loose fasteners, frayed seats, or straps. Repair them
promptly or discard the carrier.

If leaning over or stooping, bend from the knees rather
than the waist to prevent the baby from falling out of the
back carrier.

Other Hards

11
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Bassinets & Cradles

The most frequent injury associated with bassinets and cra-
dles involves children falling either when the bottom of the
bassinet or cradle breaks or when it tips over or collapses.
Suffocation has also been reported in products that are not
structurally sound or when pillows or folded quilts were
under baby.

If You Are Buying a Bassinet or Cradle

1. Look for one with a sturdy bottom and a wide, stable
base.

Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines on the appropriate
weight and size of babies who can safely use the bassinet
or cradle.

3. Check to make sure that spaces between spindles are no
larger than 2-3/8 in. (60 mm).

Safety Tips

1. Check screws and bolts periodically to see if they are
tight.

If the product has legs that fold for storage, make sure that
effective locks are provided to ensure that the legs do not
accidentally fold while in use.

3. Mattresses and padding should fit snugly and be firm and
smooth. Never use pillows.

Decorative bows and ribbons should be trimmed short
and stitched securely to prevent strangulation.

5. Swinging cradles should have a way to keep them from
swinging once a baby is asleep.

14



Carrier Seats

Most injuries associated with carrier seats result from falls:
infants falling out of carrier seats, or the carrier seat falling
with the infant stll sitting in it. The movements of an active
infant can cause the carrier seat to move or tip over. Deaths
have occurred when carrier seats or bouncers were placed on
beds, sofas, or other soft surfaces and then tipped over.

Safety Tips
1. The carrier should have a wide, sturdy base for stability.

2. Stay within arm’s reach of the baby when the carrier seat
is on tables, counters, or other furniture. Never turn your
back. Carrier seats slide more easily on slippery surfaces
such as glass table tops.

3. If the carrier seat does not already have non-skid feet,
attach rough surfaced adhesive strips to the underside.

4. Always use the safety belts and keep them snug.

5. If the carrier seat contains wire supporting devices which
snap on the back, check for security. These can pop out
causing the carrier seat to collapse.

6. Never place a carrier seat on soft surfaces such as beds or
sofasfthe carrier seat may tip over and the baby may
strangle or suffocate.

7. REMEMBER—A carrier seat is not always an infant car
seat, and should never be used in an automobile unless it
is labeled for that purpose.

Hook-on Chairs

Hook-on chairs are used as substitutes for high chairs and are
attached to the edge of a table. The Commission has reports
of children either falling out of these chairs or dislodging the
chair from the table.

Safety Tips

1. Do not place the chair where the child’s feet can reach
table supports, benches, or chairs, to push off from and
dislodge the chair from the table.

2. The restraining straps should be easy to use and always
fastened around the child when in the chair.

3. After clamping the chair to the table, check its security by
pulling backwards on the chair.

4. Don’t leave a child unattended.

5. Never use hook-on chairs on glass top, single pedestal or
unstable tables.

Changing Tables

Most injuries associated with changing tables occur when
children fall from the changing table to the floor.

Safety Tip

Look for a table with safety straps and always use them. In
the instant it takes to turn for diapers and pins, an active baby
can roll over and fall. Remember, just because you are using
the safety straps it does not mean that you can leave your
child unattended.

Pacifiers

In 1977, the Commission issued a regulation for the safety of
pacifiers. Among other requirements, the regulation says that:

« Pacifiers must be strong enough to not separate into small
pieces on which a baby could choke or suffocate.

¢ Pacifier guards or shields must be large enough and firm
enough to prevent the pacifier from being drawn entirely
into a baby’s mouth.

« Pacifier guards or shields must have ventilation holes.

« Pacifiers cannot be sold with a ribbon, string, cord, or yam
attached, and must be labeled with the statement:
“Warning—Do Not Tie Pacifier Around Child’s Neck as it
Presents a Strangulation Danger.”

Although the regulation has helped to reduce the number of
accidents involving pacifiers, the Commission still receives
reports of infants strangling on pacifier cords or ribbons tied
around their necks. Children have caught pacifier cords on
crib corer posts, crib toys and gyms, pieces of furniture, and
even doorknobs.

Safety Tips

1. REMEMBER, NEVER HANG ANYTHING AROUND
YOUR BABY'S NECK.

2. Pacifiers may deteriorate with age, exposure to food, sun-
light, etc. Inspect them frequently and discard immedi-
ately if you notice a change in texture, tears, holes or
weakening.



Strollers & Carriages

Deaths have resulted when infants were left to sleep in
strollers with the backrest reclined to the carriage position.
The infants moved (wriggled) feet first towards the front of
the stroller and, when their bodies passed through the opening
between the handrest (grab bar) and front edge of the seat,
they became trapped by the head and strangled.

If You Are Buying a Stroller or Carriage

1. If you choose a stroller that has a handrest (grab bar) at
the front of the seat, make sure the opening between grab
bar and seat can be closed when it is used in the reclined
carriage position.

2. If a stroller has a shopping basket for carrying packages,
it should be low on the back of the stroller and in front of
(or directly over) the rear wheels. Hanging pocketbooks
or shopping bags over handles may cause tipping.

3. Check the seat belt to make sure it is strong and durable,
fits snugly around your child, and can be easily fastened
and unfastened. Use the seat belt each time you place the
baby in the stroller.

4. Make sure that the brake is convenient to operate and
actually locks the wheels. Brakes on two wheels provide
an extra measure of safety.

Safety Tips

NEVER leave a child unattended in a stroller because
1. Close the opening between handrest (grab bar) and seat [| the child may slip into a leg opening, become

. . . . .. entrapped by the head, and die.
when using a stroller in the reclined carriage position. ppec by

2. When folding or unfolding a stroller, keep your child L‘ e

away from it. Children’s fingers have been amputated in
parts of the folding mechanism.

3. Always secure the seat belt.

4. Never leave a child unatiended in a stroller, especially
when the baby is asleep.

5. A stroller is not a toy. Never allow children to use one as
a plaything.

6. Never use a pillow, folded quilt, or blanket as a mattress
in a stroller or carriage.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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General HouwseholdTlp§ i

:Other children’s products: {Drawsirings on childrenis 11 8.
.

clothing pose strangulation and entanglement hazards;
Hood or neck drawslrm;,s can suanglc a child if they 1,cl
caught on such items as play;,r olnd equipment or crlbs
.Remove drawstrmgs from hood and the neck area of oul—
'erwear mcludmg Jackels and sweatshirts. CPéC recom-
,mcnds lhal consumers purchuﬁc chnldl eNJS outerwear w with

‘alternative closures ‘such as snaps bullons or Velcro,
instead of long, loose drawsirings. |

Dressers and shelves: Youhg childrenjcan be killed wheri
furmture ups OVer. These chnldren can Clll’l")b ona low I
.drawér that has been pulled out 'and use it as a step. lh‘hls
can cause the dresser to tip over. Use latches on lower
drawers to ensure that drawers are not opened by young

Il

!

ichildren or use angle braces or anchors to secure furniture | |

toa wall |

foye ;Ilebles use their mouths to ledm abuul the world | l

around them. At lwo nllomhs old lhey can usually gnp,
‘smail objects. Keep lmy objccls out of feach of your baby,
ebpeually SMALL BAI_TLS l\I/IARBLES and BAL-
LOON S. Smooth round objects prescnl the highest nsk ol
chol‘(m;, lfnnnl‘laled balloons and bdlloon pieces can eas-
‘ily be inhaled into the lungs. Be sure b ¢hedk the labellm;>
on the tgy for the appropriate age for safe yse. |

To prevent poisoning: !Children| may try to eat cake
deodorizers used in pails (such as diaper pails). Keep con-
‘tainers that use these deodoriZefs sécurelyl¢losed. Child-
resistant packaging is not child proof. Keep all medicines,
.iron-containing vitamins and household cleaning prod—
ucts, tmcludmg those with child-fesistant rl)ackagmg‘
lockeq av\{a‘x from chlldlen Keep pomonouq plants out of

chlldren S reach l

To prevenl burns, other injuries: Use your stove’s back ::

burners and keep pot handles turned to the back of the
stove. Lock up knives, matches, cigarette lighters and
‘plastic bagsjaway|ftom children| |

Do not place plastic ¢limbing equipment indoors oh hard
surfaces. Falls on cement,jtilg,jand other hard floors, ¢ven
.covered with carpet, can result in SCI‘IOUS head mJuly and
Idealh IUse these orlly outdoors on shock-albsorbmg sur-
lacl:s such, us mulch dr sand. Grass is not consrdcredl a
shock- absorbmg eurface ”

1'—]'111'6 la/ards InStall smol}e delectors on each lloor of
yourI home ;esbecmlly nkar sleepin areas test lhem on a
regular basis and chag E,e the buuerlles]each year or| when
[“C r#)mg’lsound 1s hedrd ‘ H

{Electric hazards:Use safety plugs to coverlélectrical oui-
lets, and keep all loose hangingwires and appliance cords| |
oul of reacwh (?l" ehnldren [Use ground fault circuit inter-
rupters devices 1o p1 otect outlets In basement, knchen
Ibalhrloom,‘ &,am&e,land ouldoor. i

Carbon monoxide poisoning: Make sure all fuei burning
lappliances afe propefly iinstalled,!uded, land maintained
annually at the start of the heating season. Do not leave

lvehncles'runnmo in &arzlgﬂ IInstall at least one CO detec-

Itor that nieets the requiremgnt of the most recent UL stan-
ldarcl. I ]

i [ |1, ) s : Y
10. For information on children’s car seats and Auto

Safety Hotline, contact the National Highway Traffic
Safety Admunsuauon l 8()0 424 9393 202- 366 0123
|(sthlmgl0n DC arca only)l Its ‘Webthe pa;,e

;www nhlsa dot.gov

11.*CPSC has many other publlcallons that have'more infor!
imation about these tips. Please see the back page lof this
booklet for information on how to request other publica-

ftions, or visit our'Websiie page (Www.cpbc.govi.| | h

|Anchor Té L

A WARNING l
Voung children can be killed when furniture tips over.

1
[Place TVs on lower furniture, as far back as possible.
‘Use angle-braces or anchors to secure furniture to wall. ]
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SAFE NURSERY
CHECKLIST

After you have read the information in the Safe Nursery
Guide, use this checklist as your guide when buying new or
secondhand nursery products, or when you evaluate the prod-
uct now being used by your baby or young child. You may
want to add other features to check, or add other children’s
products.

] Q
O £
5
&

Slats are spaced no more than 2-3/8
inches (60 mm) apart.

No slats are missing, loose or cracked.

00

Mattress fits snugly — no more than
two fingers width between edge of
% mattress and cribside.

Mattress support is securely attached
to the headboard and footboard.

O

Corner posts are no higher than 1/16
of an inch (1-1/2 mm} .

No cutouts in top edge of headboard
and footboard.

T
.‘ .
- S

Drop-side tatches cannot be easily
released by a baby.

e
LJ

Drop-side latches securely hold side in
raised position.

[]

All screws, bolts and other hardware
are present and tight.

e

Crib Toys

No strings or cords should dangle into
the crib.

Crib gym or mobile has label warning
to remove from crib when child can
push up on hands and knees or reach-
es b months of age, whichever comes
first. Mote. Some mobiles have two
parts: one without strings, like a music

box, that can stay on the crib, and the
E mobile that should be removed from
the crib.

W55

Components of toys are too large 1o
be a choking hazard.

Gates and Enclosures

é Openings in gate are too small to

¢ entrap a child’s head or neck.

Gate has a pressure bar or other fas-
tener that will resist forces exerted by
a child.

Thereis a “crotch” strap that must be
used when restraining a child in a high
chair.

High chair has restraining straps that
are independent of the tray.

Tray locks securely.

Buckles on straps are easy to fasten
and unfasten.

| —
n

High chair has a wide base for
stability.

u
L

Caps or plugs on tubing are firmly
attached and cannot be pulled off and
choke a child.

Folding high chair has effective lock-
ing device.

15
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Playpens or travel cribs have top rails
that will automatically lock when lifted
into the normal use position.

Playpen does NOT have a rotating
hinge in the center of the top rails.

Drop-side mesh playpen or mesh crib
has warning label about never leaving
a side in the down position.

Playpen mesh has small weave (less
than 1/4 inch openings).

Mesh has no tears or loose threads.

Mesh is securely attached to top rail
and floorplate.

Wooden playpen has slats spaced no
more than 2-3/8 inches (60 mm) apart.

L]

Ka‘l?blaal Squaaza
Toys/Teethers

Rattles, squeeze toys and teethers
have handles too large to lodge in
baby’s throat.

Squeeze toys do not contain a squeak-
er that could detach and choke a baby.

Avoid rattles with ball shaped ends.

L

Toy Chasbs
L]

Toy chest has no latch to entrap child
within the chest.

Toy chest has spring-loaded lid sup-
port that will not require periodic
adjustment and will support the lid in
any position to preventlid slam.

Chest has ventilation holes or spaces
in front or sides, or under lid.

H

e

T

Walkars

Walker has safety features to help pre-

vent a fall down stairs.

Back Carriers

|

i. Leg openings are small enough to

prevent child from slipping out.
D Leg openings are large enough to
prevent chafing.

Frame joints in the folding
mechanism.

D Carrier has padded covering over
metal frame near baby'’s face.

Bassinet/cradle has a sturdy bottom
and a wide base for stability.

[-! Bassinet/cradle has smooth
surfaces — no protruding staples
or other hardware that could injure
the baby.

Legs have strong, effective locks to

prevent folding while in use.

Mattress is firm and fits snugly.

Wood or metal cradles have slats
spaced no more than 2-3/8in.
(60 mm) apart.

R TR
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Carrier Seabs Pacifiers
_] Carrier seat has a wide, sturdy base EIJ Pacifier has no ribbons, string, cord or
for stability. yarn attached.
r-1 Carrier has non-skid feet to prevent I f-] Shield is large enough and firm
slipping. enough so it cannot fitinto child's
Supporting devices lock securely. ‘ mouth.
Guard or shield has ventilation holes
Carrier seat has a crotch and waist 1| so baby can breath if shield goes into
= strap. mouth.

Pacifier nipple has no holes or tears
that might cause it to break off in
baby’s mouth.

=~
l!i L

Buckle or strap is easy to use.

TR D504 T

hanging Tables | e =]
- Strollers and Carriages

r.‘* Stroller has wide base to prevent

1 tipping.

Seat belt and crotch strap are securely
attached to frame.

[ | Table has safety straps to prevent falls. H

pd ]

Table has drawers or shelves that are
easily accessible without leaving the
baby unattended.

o

Seat belt buckle is easy to use.

58 p— - —

Hook~-on Chairs é

[

Brakes securely lock the wheel(s).

r.——~

Shopping basketis low on the back
and located directly over or in front of

[-J Chair has restraining straps. the wheels.

When used in carriage position, leg
hole openings can be closed.

L.J' Chair has a clamp that locks onto the
table for added security.

r.l Caps or plugs on tubing are firmly
attached and cannot be pulled off to ﬁ

choke child.

[-] Hook-on chair has a warning never to
place chair where child can push off
with feet.
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For further information, write:

U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission
Washington, D.C. 20207

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission protects the public from
unreasonable risks of injury or death from
15,000 types of consumer products under E
the agency’s jurisdiction. To report a dan- |,
gerous product or a product-related injury E
and for information on CPSC’s fax-on- |
demand service, call CPSC’s hotline at
(800) 638-2772 or CPSC'’s teletypewriter at
(800) 638-8270. To order a press release |
through fax-on-demand, call (301) 504-
005! from the handset of your fax machine
and enter the release number. Consumers
can obtain recall information at CPSC’s
web site at http://www.cpsc.gov or via
Internet gopher services at cpsc.gov.
Consumers can report product hazards to

info@cpsc.gov. J
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This document is in the public domain. It may be
reproduced in part or in whole by an individual or
organization without permission. If it is repro-
duced, however, the Commission would appreciate
knowing how it was used. Write the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C.
20207. Or visit us on our Website: WWw.Cpsc.gov.
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