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- FOREWORD

The national focus on school crime and safety continues to be of paramount importance. During the past year, over-
all levels of crime in school decreased, and students seem to feel more safe in school than they did in the last few
years. Yet, violence and theft still mar the school experiences of many students and challenge parents, teachers,

and school officials to respond.

Continued progress in improving the safety of our children entrusted to schools relies on having accurate information
about the nature, extent, and scope of the problem. This report is intended to provide information that will assist in

developing policies and/or programs to prevent and cope with violence and crime in schools.

This is the third edition of. Indicators of School Crime and Safety, a joint effort by the Bureau of Justice Statistics and
the National Center for Education Statistics. The report provides detailed statistical information to inform the nation
on the current nature of crime in schools, and is .a companion document to the Annual Report on School Safety:
2000. The Annual Reportis a joint publication of the Departments of Education and Justice that provndes an over-
view of the nature and scope of school crime and describes actions schools and communities can take to address
this critical issue. The two reports respond to a 1998 request by President Clinton for an annual report card on

school violence.

This edition of Indicators contains the most recent available data on school crime and safety drawn from a number of
statistical series supported by the federal government. These data include results from a study of violent deathsin
school, sponsored by the Department of Education and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and fhe

1999 School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS), which is conducted by the Cen-

sus Bureau on behalf of our agencies.

The Bureau of Justice Statistics and National Center for Education Statistics continue to work towards providing
more timely and compIete data on the issue of school- related violence and safety. Not only is this report available on
the Internet in its entirety, but individual indicators are updated there throughout the year as new data become avail-
‘able. The inclusion of detailed data from the full calendar year 1999 NCVS (this edition includes only selected statis-
tics from January—June 1999) and from a new survey of school administrators on crime and victimization in the

schools is planned for next year's edition of Indicators.

Gary Phillips, Ph.D. . - Jan M. Chaiken, Ph.D.

Acting Commissioner of Education Statistics ' Director of the Bureau of Justice Statistics

Foreword . : i
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Schools should be safe and secure places for all students, teachers, and staff members. Without a safe learing
environment, teachers cannot teach and students cannot learn. In fact, as the data in this report show, more victimi-
zations happen away from school than at school.’ In 1998, students were about two times as likely to be victims of

serious violent crime away from school as at school (Indicator 2).

In 1998, students ages 12 through 18 were victims of more than 2.7 million total crimes at school (Indicator 2). In
that same year, these students were victims of about 253,000 serious violent crimes at school (that is, rape, sexual
assault, robbery, and aggravated assault). There were also 60 school-associated violent deaths in the United States
between July 1, 1997 and June 30, 1998—including 47 homicides (Indicator 1).

The total nonfatal victimization rate for young people declined between 1993 and 1998. The percentage of students
being victimized at school also declined over the last few years. Between 1995 and 1999, the percentage of students
who reported being victims of crime at school decreased from 10 percent to 8 percent (Indicator 3). This decline was
due in part to a decline for students in grades 7 through 9. Between 1995 and 1999, the prevalence of reported vic-
timization dropped from 11 percent to 8 percent for 7th graders, from 11 percent to 8 percent for 8th graders, and

from 12 percent to 9 percent for 9th graders.

However, for some types of crimes at school, rates have not changed. For example, between 1993 and 1997, the
percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who were threatened or injured with a weapon on school property in
the past 12 months remained constant—at about 7 or 8 percent (Indicator 4). The percentage of students in grades
9 through 12 who reported being in a physical fight on school property in the past 12 months also remained un-
changed between 1993 and 1997—at about 15 percent (Indicator 5).

As the rate of victimization in schools has declined or remained constant, students also seem to feel more secure at
school now than just a fe years ago. The percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported avordrng one or
more places at school for their- own safety decreased between 1995 and 1999-from 9 to 5 percent. (Indrcator 14)

Furthermore, the percentage of students who reported that street gangs were present at their schools decreased

“The reader should be cautious in making comparisons between victimization rates on school property and elsewhere. These data do not take
into account the nurnber of hours that students spend on school property and the number of hours they spend elsewhere.

Executive Summary v




from .1 995 to-1999. In 1999, 17 percent of students ages 12 th_fough 18 reported that they had street gangs at their
schools compared with 29 percent in 1995 (Indicator 16).

There was an increase in the use of marijuana among students between 1993 and 1995, but no change between
1995 and 1997. In 1997, about 26 percent of these students had used marijuana in the last 30 days (Indicator 19).
Furthermore, almost one-third of all students in grades 9 through 12 (32 percent) reported that someone had offered,

sold, or given them an illegal drug on school property—an increase from 24 percent in 1993 (Indicator 20).

Therefore, the data shown in this report present a mixed picture of school safety. While overall school crime rates
have declined, violence, gangs, and drugs are still evident in some schools, indicating that more work needs to be

done.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CURRENT REPORT

This report, the third in a series of annual réports on school crime and safety from th'e Bureau of Justice Statistics |
and the National anter for Education Statistics, presents the latest available data on school crime and student

'. safety. The report repeats many indicators from the 1999 report but also provides updated data on fatal and'n.onfatal

student victimization, nontatal teacher vfctimization, students’ perceptions of safety and the presence of gangs, and

students’ avoidance of placés at school. In addition, it provides new data on students’ reports of béing the target of

derogatory hate-related language and seeing hate-related graffiti at school.

~ The report is organized asa series of indi(éators, with each indicator presenting data on a different aspect of school -
crime and safety. It starts with the mést serious violence. There are five sections to the report: Violent Deaths at
Schoo!; Nonfatal Student Victimization—Student Reports; Violence and Crime at School—Public School Princi-
pal/Disciplinarian Répdrts; Nonfatal Teacher Victimization at School—Teacher Reports; and Schoo! Environment. -

Each section contains a set of indicators that, taken together, describe a distinct aspect of school crime and safety.

Rather than relying on data from a large omnibus survey of school crime and safety, this report uses a variety of
independent data sources from federal departments and agencies including the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Each data source has an
independent sample design, data collection method, and questionnaire design, all of which may be influenced by the
unique perspective of the primary funding agency. By combining multiple and in'dependent sources of data, it is
hoped that this report will present a more complete portrait of school crime and safety than would be possible with

any single source of information.

vi Executive Summary



Howiever, because the report relies on so many different data sets, the age groups, the time periods, and the types’
of respondents analyzed can vary from indicator to indicator. Fteaders should keep this in mind as they compare
data from different indicators. Furthermore, while every effort has been made to keep key definitions consistent |
across indicators, different surveys sometimes use different definitions, such as those for specific crimes and “at
school.” Therefore, caution should be used in making comparisons between results from different data sets. De- -

scriptions of these data sets are located in appendix B of this report.
'Key FINDINGS
Some of the key findings from the various sections of this report are as follows:*

VIOLENT DEATHS AT SCHOOL

From July 1, 1997 through June 30, 1998, there were 60 school-associated violent deaths in the United States.
Forty-seven of these violent deaths were homicides, 12 were suicides, and one was a teenager killed by a Iaw en-
‘forcement officer in the I|ne of duty (Indicator 1). Thirty-five of the 47 school assoC|ated hom|C|des were of schooI f

age chlldren By companson a total of 2,752 children ages 5 through 19 were v1ct|ms of homicide in the Unlted
States from July 1, 1997 through June 30, 1998. Seven of the 12 school-associated suicides occurring from July 1,
1997 through June 30, 1998 were of school age children. A total of 2,061 children ages 5 through 19 committed sm-

cide that year.

NONFATAL STUDENT VICTIMIZATION—STUDENT REPORTS

Students ages 12 through 18 were more likely to be victims of nonfatal serious violent crime—including rape, sexual
assault, robbery, and aggravated assault—away from school than when they were at school (Indicator 2). In 1998,
students.in this age range were victims of about 550,000 serious violent crimes away from schools, compared with

about 25‘3,000 at school.

= The percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who have been threatened or injured with a weapon on "~
school property’ has not changed significantly in recent years. In 1993, 1995, and 1997, about 7 to 8 percent of
 students reported being threatened or injured with a weapon such as a gun, knlfe or club on schooI property in

the past 12 months (Indicator 4).

*Readers should consult the glossary of terms in appendix C for the specific definitions used in each survey.
*All comparisons reported here were statistically significant at the 0.05 level. See appendix B for details on the methods used here.
‘Definitions for “on school property” and “at school” may differ. See appendix C for specmc definitions.

Executive Summary vil
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* In 1998, 12- through 18-year-old students living in urban, suburban, and rural locales were equally vulnerable to
serious violent crime and theft at school. Away from school, however, urban and suburban students were more

vulnerable to serious violent crime and theft than were rural students. (Indicator 2).

*  Younger students (ages 12 through 14) were more likely than older students (ages 15 through 18) to be victims
of crime at school. However, older students were more likely than younger students to be victimized away from
school (Indicator 2).

VIOLENCE AND CRIME AT SCHOOL—PUBLIC SCHOOL PRINCIPAL/DISCIPLINARIAN REPORTS

In 1996-97, 10 percent of all public schools reported at least one serious violent crime to the police or a law en-
forcement representative. Principals’ reports of serious violent crimes included murder, rape or other type of sexual
battery, suicide, physical attack or fight with a weapon, or robbery. Another 47 percent of public schools reported a
less serious violent or nonviolent crime (but not a serious violent one). Crimes in this category include physical at-
tack or fight without a weapon, theft/larceny, and vandalism. The remaining 43 percent of public schools did not re-

port any of these crimes to the police (Indicator 8).

*  Elementary schools were much less likely than either middle or high schools to report any type of crime in
1996-97. They were much more likely to report vandalism (31 percent) than any other crime (19 percent or
less) (Indicator 9).

®  Atthe middle and high school levels, physical attack or fight without a weapon was generally the most com-
monly reported crime in 1996-97 (9 and 8 per 1,000 students, respectively). Theft or larceny was more common
at the high school than at the middle school level (6 versus 4 per 1,000 students) (Indicator 9).

NONFATAL TEACHER VICTIMIZATION AT SCHOOL—TEACHER REPORTS

Over the 5-year period from 1994 through 1998, teachers were victims of 1,755,000 nonfatal crimes at school, in-
cluding 1,087,000 thefts and 668,000 violent crimes (rape or sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated and simple

assault) (Indicator 10). This translates into 83 crimes per 1,000 teachers per year.

* *In the period from 1994 through 1998, senior high school and middle/junior high school teachers were more
likely to be victims of violent crimes (most of which were simple assaults) than elementary school teachers (38

and 60, respectively, versus 18 crimes per 1,000 teachers) (Indicator 10).

viii Executive Summary



] ln‘ the 1993-94 school year, 12 percent of all elementary and secondary school teachers were threatened with
injury by a student, and 4 percent were physically attacked by a student. This represented about 341,000
teachers who were victims of threats of injury by students that year, and 119,000 teachers who were victims of

attacks by students (Indicator 11).

SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

Between 1995 and 1999, the percentages of students who felt unsafe while they were at school and while they were
going to and from school decreased. In 1995, 9 percent of students ages 12 thrbugh 18 sometimes or most of the
time feared they were going to be attacked or harmed at school. In 1999, this percentage had fallen to 5 percent.
During the same period, the percentage of students fearing they would be attacked while traveling to and from

o

school fell from 7 percent to 4 percent (Indicator 13).

= Between 1993 and 1997, the percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported carrying a weapon on
school property within the previous 30 days fell from 12 percent to 9 percent (a 25 percent reduction) (Indicator
12).

= Between 1995 and 1999, the percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who avoided one or more places at
school for fear of their own safety decreased, from 9 to 5 percent. In 1999, this percentage represented.1.1 mil-

lion students (Indicator 14).

» Between 1995 and 1999, the percentage of students who reported that street gangs were present at their
schools decreased. In 1995, 29 percent of students reported gangs being present in their schools. By 1999, this -

percentage had fallen to 17 percent (Indicator 16).

= In 1997, about 51 percent of students in grades 9 through 12 had at least one drink of alcohol in the previous 30
days. A much smaller percentage (about 6 percent) had at least one drink on school property during the same

period (Indicator 18).

= There was an increase in the use of marijuana among students between 1993 and 1995, but no change be-
tween 1995 and 1997. About one quarter (26 percent) of ninth graders reported using marijuana in the last 30
days in 1997. However, marijuana use on school property did not increase significantly between 1993 and 1995,
nor between 1995 and 1997 (Indicator 19).

» In 1995 and 1997, almost one-third of all students in grades 9 through 12 (32 percent) reported that someone
had offered, sold, or given them an illegal drug on school property. This was an increase from 1993 when 24

percent of such students reported that illegal drugs were available to them on school property (Indicator 20).

Executive Summary ' ix




= *In.1999, about 13 percent of students ages 12 through 18, reported that someone at school had used hate
' reIated words against them. That'is, in the prior 6 months someone at school caIIed them a derogatory word
having to do with race/ethntctty religion, disability, gender, or sexual orientation. In addition, about 36 percent of
students saw hate-related graffiti at school (Indicator 15).
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1. Violent deaths at

~school and away
from school*

Violent deaths are tragic events
that affect not only the individuals
and their families directly involved
but also everyone in the schools
where they occur. Violent deaths at
school receive national attention;
accurate data on the magnitude of
this problem are important.

*The data reported here are new.

From July 1, 1997 through June 30, 1998, there were 60 school-
associated violent deaths in the United States.' Forty-seven of these vio-
lent deaths were homicides, 12 were suicides, and one was a teenager
killed by a law enforcement officer in the line of duty.

Thirty-five of the 47 school-associated homicides were of school age chil-
dren. There were a total of 2,752 homicides of children ages 5 through 19
occurring from July 1, 1997 through June 30, 1998.

~ Seven 61 the 12 school-associated suicides occurring between July 1,
1997 through June 30, 1998 were of school age children. There were a

total of 2 061 suicides of children ages 5 through 19 occurnng that calen-
dar year.

Murders
35'

2.7

Figure 1.1.—Number of murders and suicides of students at school and of youth ages 5 through 19
away from school: 1997-1998

. Suicides
71
Total
2,061
2,054°

I. Atschool  [] Away from school

'Student murders and suicides at school, July 1, 1997 to June 30, 1998.
2Murders of youth ages 5 through 19 away from school, July 1, 1997 to June 30, 1998.
%Suicides of youth ages 5 through 19 away from school, during calendar year, 1998.

NOTE: “At school” includes on school property, on the way to or from school, and while attending or traveling to or from a school-sponsored event.

SOURCE: Special tabulation using preliminary data from the School Associated Violent Deaths Study, 1997-1998; Special tabulétion using the FBI
Supplementary Homicide Reports, 1997 and 1998; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics of the United States, 1997 and 1998.

“'See glossary for definition of school-associated violent deaths.
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2, Victfmization of
students at school

and away from
school*

The amount of crime committed in
the nation’s schools continues to be
a concern. While crime has de-
creased in recent years, theft and
violence at school and to and from
school can lead to disruptive and
threatening environments reducing
student performance.

*This indicator has been updated to include
1998 data.

. Students ages 12 through 18 experienced fewer nonfatal serious violent

crimes (that is, rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault)
when they were at school than away from school. In 1998, students in this
age group were victims of about 253,000 such crimes at school, and
about 550,000 away from school (tables 2.1 and 2.3). The victimization
rate for serious violent crime was about the same at school from 1992 to
1998 and declined from 1992 to 1998 away from school (figure 2.1 and
tables 2.2 and 2.4).

Students ages 12 through 18 were victims of about 1.2 million nonfatal
violent crimes (that is, serious violent crime plus simple assault) at school,
and about 1.3 million away from school in 1998 (tables 2.1 and 2.3). There
was a decline in the victimization rate between 1992 and 1998 at school
as well as away from school (from 48 t0 43 and from 71 to 48 per 1,000
students ages 12 through 18, respectively) (figure 2.1 and tables 2.2 and
2.4). During most of this period, the victimization rates for nonfatal violent
crime were generally lower at school than away from school.?

Students ages 12 through 18 were more likely to be victims of theft at
school than away from school each year between 1992 and 1998, except
for 1997. In that year, about the same number of thefts occurred at and
away from school. In 1998, about 1.6 million thefts occurred at school (58
percent of all crimes at school), and about 1.2 million away from school
(49 percent of all crimes away from school) (tables 2.1 and 2.3). The vic-

- timization rate declined for thefts at school between 1992 and 1998 as it

did for thefts away from school during this period (figure 2.1 and tables 2.2
and 2.4). -

Considering total nonfatal crime (theft plus violent crime), 12- through 18-
year-old students were victims of about 2.7 million crimes while they were
at school in 1998, and about 2.5 million away from school (tables 2.1 and

* 2.3). These rebresénf victimization rates of 101 crimes per 1,000 students

at school, and 95 crimes per 1,000 students away from school (figure 2.1
and tables 2.2 and 2.4).

In 1998, the rates for serious violent crimes and theft were about the
same for males and females at §_choo|, but higher for males than females
away from school (figures 2.2 and 2.3 and tables 2.2 and 2.4).

In 1998, 12- through 18-year-old students living outside urban areas were
just as vulnerable to serious violent crime and theft at school as were ur-
ban students (figure 2.2 and table 2.2). Away from school, urban and sub-
urban students were more vulnerable to serious violent crime and theft
than were rural students (figure 2.3 and table 2.4).

Younger students (ages 12 through 14) were more likely than older stu-

dents (ages 15 through 18) to be victims of crime at school. However,
older students were more likely than younger students to be victimized

" away from school {figures 2.2 and 2.3 and tables 2.2 and 2.4).

*The reader should be cautious in making comparisons between victimization rates on
school property and elsewhere. These data do not take into account the number of
hours that students spend on school property and the number of hours they spend else-
where. : :
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Figure 2.1.—Number of nonfatal crimes against students ages 12 through 18 per 1,000 students,
by type of crime and location: 1992 to 1998

Number . Total Number Thefts
per 1,000 per 1,000
200 - . r 200 200 ~ , - 200
150 J - 150 150 - - 150
100 4 - 100 - 100
50 - - 50 - 50
0 T T T T T 0 0 T T T T T 0
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 -1997 1998 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Number Violent crimes ' Number Serious violent crimes
per 1,000 ' per1,000
200 - r 200 . 200 - r 200
150 - ‘ - 150 150 - - 150
100 - 100 100 - - 100
50 - 50 50 . F 50
0 T T T T T 0 0 .l T T T T 0
1992 1993 1 9_94 1995 1996 1997 1998 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
e At SChOO]  ~--—---- Away from school

NOTE: Serious violent crimes include rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault. Violent crimes include serious violent crimes and
simple assaut, Total crimes include violent crimes and theft. “At schoorl” includes inside the school building, on school property, or on the way to or
from school.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1992 to 1998.
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Figure 2.2.—Number of nonfatal crimes against students ages 12 through 18 occurring at school
or going to or from school per 1,000 students, by type of crime and selected student
characteristics: 1998 ‘

Number Gender
per 1,000
200 -
OMale MFemale
150 -
11
100 1 o
59 58 52
50 33
. _ 10 8
0
Total Theft . Violent Serious violent
Type of crime
Number Age
per 1,000
200 - , .
. U:l 12-14 years Wl 15-18 years
150 1 125
100 - 83 -
65 '
. 53 60 .
50 30
. : . 14 6
0 : -
Total * Theft . Violent . Serious violent
Type of crime
Number Urbanicity
per 1,000
200 - y
OUrban B4 Suburban M Rural
150
100 A :
68 5
£0 49
50 ; 40 43
‘ 18 7 1
0 _ -
Total Theft - Violent Serious violent
Type of crime

NOTE: Serious violent crimes include rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault. Violent crimes include serious violent crimes and

simple assault. Total crimes include violent crimes and theft. “At school” includes inside the school building, on school property, or on the way to or

from school. Detail may not add to totals because of rounding.

SOURGE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1998,
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Figure 2.3.—~Number of nonfatal crimes against students ages 12 through 18 occurring away from
school per 1,000 students, by type of crime and selected student characteristics: 1998

Number Gender
per 1,000 .
200 1 i
CIMale MFemale
150 -
108
100 80
. 53 ' 55
50 - ¥ ) . %
ol - [
Total Theft . Violent Serious violent
Type of crime
Number Age
per 1,000
200 - . .
-' [112-14 years M 15-18 years |
118
100 -
65 _ 54 64 -
50 ¥ 28 28
——
0 : : ‘
Total Theft . Violent Serious violent
Type of crime
Number Urbanicity
per 1,000
200 - .
OUrban B Suburban M Rural
150 -
17
98
100 -
58 . 82 48 .
50 - % KX I | 31 2
. ' ' 8
0 —L :%»
' Total * Theft ) Violent Serious violent
' Type of crime

NOTE: Serious violent crimes include rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault. Violent crimes include serious violent crimes and -
simple assault. Total crimes include violent crimes and theft. Detail may not add to totals because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1998.
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* In 1999, a smaller percentage of students ages 12 through 18 reported
3. Prevalence of being victims of nonfatal crimes (including either theft or violent crimes) at

students bei ng ' school during the previous 6 months than in 1995 (10 percent and 8 per-
cent, respectively)(figure 3.1 and table 3.1). About 7 percent in 1995 were
victims of theft compared with 6 percent in 1999. Also, 3 percent of stu-
school* dents in 1995 reported being victims of violence at school compared with
2 percentin 1999,

victimized at

= The decline in the prevalence of victimization between 1995 and 1999 was

Some of the crimes committed due in part to a decline for students in grades 7 through 9 (figure 3.1 and
against students involve violence, table 3.1). Between 1995 and 1999, the prevalence of reported victimiza-
while others involve their property. tion dropped from 11 percent to 8 percent for 7th graders, from 11 percent
Presenting information on the to 8 percent for 8thgraders, and from 12 percent to 9 percent for Sth
prevalence of victimization for stu- graders. During the same period, the prevalence of victimization remained
dents helps clarify what percentage relatively constant for 6th, 10th, 11th, and 12th graders.

of students are affected by different = in both 1995 and 1999, public school students were more likely to report
types of crime. having been victims of violent crime during the previous 6 months than

were private school students (table 3.1). Public school students were also
more likely than private school students to report being victims of theft at
school in 1995, but equally likely to experience theft in 1999,

“The data reported here are new.

Figure 3.1.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported criminal victimization at
school during the previous 6 months, by grade level: 1995 and 1999

Percent
20
31995
I 1999
15

All grades 6th 7th 8th gth 10th 11th 12th
' Grade

NOTE: This figure presents the prevalence of total victimization, which is a combination of violent victimization and theft. “At school” means in the
school building, on school property, or on the way to or from school. (See Technical Notes in appendix B for further information.)

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization
Survey, January—June 1995 and 1999.
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«  The percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who were threatened
4. Prevalence of or injured with a weapon on school property in the 12 months before the
students being survey has remained constant in recent years. In 1993, 1995, and 1997,

threatened or

about 7 to 8 percent of students reported being threatened or injured with
a weapon such as a gun, knife, or club on school property in the past 12
In]UFEd with a months (figure 4.1 and table 4.1).

weapon on school » [n each survey year, males were more likely than females to report being
* threatened or injured with a weapon on school property (figure 4.1 and ta-
proper ty ble 4.1). For example, in 1997, 10 percent of males reported being threat-
ened or injured in the past year, compared with 4 percent of females.
Moreover, the percentage of females who reported being threatened or

Every year, some students are injured declined slightly over the period—from about 5 percent in 1993 to
threatened or injured with a weapon 4 percentin 1997.
while they are on school property. = Of 9th through 12th graders, those students in lower grades were more
The percentages of students vic- likely to be threatened or injured with a weapon on school property than
timized in this way provide an im- were students in higher grades (figure 4.2 and table 4.1). For example, in
portant measure of how safe our 1993, 9 percent of Sth graders reported being threatened or injured, com-
schools are and how this is chang- pared with 6 percent of 12th gragiers. The comparable percentages in
ing over time. ‘ 1997 were 10 percent for Sth graders and 6 percent for 12th graders.

»  There were few racial/ethnic differences in the percentages of students
*This indicator repeats information from the being threatened or injured with a weapon on school property in the 12
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety months in each year (figure 4.3 and table 4.1). About the same percent-
report age of students from each racial/ethnic group reported being threatened

or injured.?

Figure 4.1.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported being threatened or
injured with a weapon on school property during the last 12 months, by gender: 1993,

1995, and 1997

01993
Total 8 1995*
W 1997*

U _ _ _ _ 19 :
Male 1

6

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
Percent

Female

I -

- *The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.

*While there appear to be large differences among racial/ethnic groups, these differ-
ences are associated with large standard errors, making these estimates somewhat
unreliable, and the differences are not statistically significant.
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Figure 4.2.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported being threatened or
injured with a weapon on school property during the last 12 months, by grade:

1993, 1995, and 1997

7 .
Total 8 :Zzz
9 W 1997

Shgrade V7 /777 :g

. 7
10th grade 10
7

11th grade 8

6
12th grade 7

T T T T T T T 1

12 14 16 18 20

2 4 6

(=]

Per‘o%nt
*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been doné to date.

NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Pravention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.

Figure 4.3.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported being threatened or
injured with a weapon on school property during the last 12 months, by race/

ethnicity: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Tota g :222
White, non-Hispanic ‘ 7 =Lt
Black, non-Hispanic i
Hispanic 2
Asian/Pacific Islander 1"
0 2 4 6 8 1]0 1I2 1I4 1‘6 1'8 2I0

Percent
*The responsa rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.

/
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5. Prevalence of stu-
dents involved in

physical fights on
school property*

Schools where there are numerous
physical fights may not be able to
maintain a focused learning envi-
ronment. Students who are con-
stantly involved in fights on school
property cannot be ready to learn.

*This indicator repeats information from the
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
report.

In 1997, about 15 percent of all students in grades 9 through 12 said that
they had been in a physical fight on school property in the last 12 months
{figure 5.1 and table 5.1). In' that same year, 37 percent reported that they
had been in a physical fight in any location (including on school property).

The percentage of students who reported being in a fight anywhere de-
clined slightly from 1993 to 1997—from 42 percent in 1993 to 37 percent
in 1997 (figure 5.1 and table 5.1). However, the percentages of students
who reported fighting on school property across these years were similar.

Males were more likely than females to have been in a fight anywhere and
on school property (figure 5.1 and table 5.1). In 1997, 46 percent of males
said they had been in a fight in the last 12 months, and 20 percent said
they had been in a fight on school property. In that same year, about 26
percent of females reported they had been in a fight, and 9 percent said
they had been in a fight on school property.

Of 9th through 12th graders, those students in lower grades reported be-
ing in more fights than students in higher grades anywhere and on school
property (figure 5.2 and table 5.1). For example, in 1897, 21 percent of Sth
graders reported that they were in a fight on school property in the last 12
months; in contrast, 10 percent of 12th graders were in fights on school

property.

I

1993 51

)39
1995° 46

37

|
1997 46

Figure 5.1.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported having been in a physical
fight in the last 12 months, by gender: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Anywhere

On school property

0 20 40
Percent

60

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Preventioh, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997. '
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1993 //////////ﬁ 2 E Male
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Figure 5.2.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported having been in a physical
fight in the last 12 months, by grade: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Anywhere On school property
OTotal
th grade
1993 1993 B 10th grade
11th grade
E 12th grade.
47
1995* 1995*
s
Y g
1997* 40 1997*
0 20 40 6I0 ' 8'0 1(I)0 0 2‘0 4IO 6I0 8'0 ' 1(')0

Percent Percent

“The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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= In 1999, about 5 percent of students ages 12 through 18 reported that
6. Prevalence of : they had been bullied at school in the last 6 months (table 6.1). In general,
students being females were as likely as males to report being bullied.

bullied at school* = Males were more likely to be bullied in grades 6 and 7 than were females
(12 percent versus 7 percent respectively), while there was little difference
in the percentage of males and females being bullied in the other two
grade levels (table 6.1 and figure 6.1).

Bullying contributes to a climate of

fear and intimidation in schools. = There were few differences among racial/ethnic groups in the percentage
Students ages 12 through 18 were of students who reported being bullied (table 6.1). The exception was that
asked if they had been bullied (that white and black students were more likely to report being victimized by

bullies than were students of other, non-Hispanic origin. About 2 percent
in this group, which includes Asians, Pacific Islanders, American Indians, .
and Alaskan Natives, reported being bullied, compared with about 5 per-
cent of white and 6 percent of black students.

is, picked on or made to do things
they did not want to do) at school.

*The data reported here are from a different
:1° d‘:;:‘::‘;";::i:f;i';f::med for this = Students in lower grades were more likely to be bullied than students in
’ higher grades (table 6.1 and figure 6.1). About 10 percent of students in

grades 6 and 7 reported being bullied, compared with about 5 percent of

students in grades 8 and 9 and about 2 percent in grades 10 through 12.

Figure 6.1.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported being bullied at school
during the previous 6 months, by grade level and gender: 1999

Percent
20

| O6th-7th EA8th-oth W10th-12th
15 - "

10
10—' ) 7
5 |5 —|5
5 A 9 %2 %3
0

Total Male Female

NOTE: “At school” means in the school building, on the school grounds, or on a school bus.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January—
June, 1999, '
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7. Prevalence of
students having

property stolenor
deliberately damaged
on school property*

One way that students are victim-
ized at school is by having their
personal property stolen or deliber-
ately damaged. While less harmful
than attacks on students them-
selves, such crimes have financial
consequences and can divert stu-
dents’ attention from their studies
as well as contribute to perceptions
of schools as unsafe places.

*This indicator repeats information from the
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
report.

Itis relatively common for students to have something stolen or damaged
on school property. In 1997, about one-third of all students in grades 9
through 12 said that someone stole or deliberately damaged their prop-
erty, such as their car, clothing, or books, on school property during the
last 12 months (figure 7.1 and table 7.1). This proportion was similar in
1993 and 1995.

Generally, males were more likely than females to report being victims of
theft or deliberate property damage on school property. In 1993, 1995,
and 1997, about 28 percent of females reported being victimized, com-
pared with 37 percent of males in 1993, 41 percent in 1995, and 36 per-
centin 1997 (table 7.1).

Students in lower grades were more likely than students in higher grades
to report having something stolen or deliberately damaged at school (fig-
ure 7.2 and table 7.1). For example, in 1997, 37 percent of 9th graders
had something of theirs damaged or stolen, compared with 28 percent of
12th graders.

Figure 7.1.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported having their property
stolen or deliberately damaged on school property during the last 12 months, by

gender: 1993, 1995, and 1997
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*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
" NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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" Figure 7.2.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported having their property
stolen or deliberately damaged on school property during the last 12 months, by
grade: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Total l 35 ggg
9t grade %
10th grade 536
11th grade 35
12th grade 930
o s 0 5w % » om0 &%

Percent

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Heaith Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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8. Crimes reported to

the police*

The number of crimes that princi-
pals indicated they reported to po--
lice or other law enforcement

representatives is a useful measure

of the occurrences of serious
‘crimes in the nation’s schools. The
percentage of schools reporting
crimes provides an indication of
how widespread crime is, while the

number of crimes reported provides -

information on the magmtude of the
problem

*This indicator repeats information from the

1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety

report.

In 1996-97, 10 percent of all public schools reported at least one serious
violent crime to a law enforcement representative (figure 8.1 and table
8.1). Another 47 percent of public schools reported a less serious violent
or nonviolent crime (but not a serious violent one). The remaining 43 per-
cent of public schools did not report any of these crimes to the police.

The vast majority of crimes reported by public schools were of the less
serious violent or nonviolent type in 1996-97 (402,000 out of the 424 000
total crimes reported to the police) {table 8.3).

. The percentage of schools reporting crimes was similar at the middle and

high school levels (figure 8.2 and table 8.1). At each level, about 20 per-
cent of the schools reported at least one serious violent crime, and about
55 percent reported at least one less serious violent or nonviolent crime,
but no serious violent crime in 1996-97.

The numbers of reported incidents per 1,000 students were similar for
middle and high schools for both serious violent and less serious violent
and nonviolent crimes (figure 8.2 and table 8.4). For both types of crimes,
there was a lower rate at the elementary level than at the middle or high
school levels.

The percentage of schools reporting at least one serious violent crime was
much higher in cities (17 percent) than in towns (5 percent) or rural areas
(8 percent) during 1996-97 (figure 8.2 and table 8.1).

police: 1996-97

None

Figure 8.1.—Percentage distribution of public schools according to types of crimes reported to

NOTE: Serious violent crimes include murdér rape or other type of sexual battery, suicide, physical attack or fight with a weapon, or robbery. Less
sarious or nonviolent crimes include physical attack or fight without a weapon, theft/larceny, and vandalism. Schools were asked to report crimes
that took place in school buildings, on school buses, on school grounds, and at places holdmg school-sponsored events.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Fast Response Survey System, “Pnncnpal/SchooI Disciplinarian
Survey on School Violence,” FRSS 63, 1997.

Serious violent crime

Less serious or nonviolent crime,
but no serious violent crime
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Figure 8.2.—Percentage of public schools that reported one or more criminal incidents to police
and number of incidents reported per 1,000 students, by seriousness of crimes,

instructional level, and urbanicity: 1996-97

Public schools reporting incidents

City
Elementary
: . Urban fringe
Middie | 19 7 5
- Town

o T -
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High Rural
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Number of incidents per 1,000 public school students Number of incidents per 1,000 public school students

] Serious violent crime BB Less serious violent or nonviolent crime

NOTE: Serious violent crimes include murder, rape or other type of sexual battery, suicide, physical attack or fight with a weapon, or robbery. Less
serious or nonviolent crimes include physica! attack o fight without a weapon, thefttarceny, and vandalism. Schools were asked to report crimes
that took ptace in schoot buildings, on school buses, on school grounds, and at places holding school-sponsored events.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Nationa! Center for Education Statistics, Fast Response Survey System, *Principal/School Discipfinarian
Survey on School Violence,” FRSS 63, 1997.
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»  About one-half (44 to 55 percent) of all public middle and high schools
‘ reported incidents of vandalism, theft or larceny, and physical attacks or
reported to the fights without weapons to the police or other law enforcement representa-
lice* tives in the 1996-97 school year (figure 9.1 and table 9.2). Considerably
police smaller percentages of public middle and high schools reported the more
serious violent crimes of rape or other type of sexual battery (5 and 8 per-
cent, respectively); robbery (5 and 8 percent); or physical attack or fight
Data on the prevalence of specific with a weapon (12 and 13 percent) (table 9.1).
types of crimes add detail to the -
more general discussion of serious
violent crimes and less serious
violent and nonviolent crimes. Each
type of crime affects students and
schools differently.

9. Specific crimes

*  Elementary schools were much less likely than either middle or high
schools to report any of the types of crime described here in 1996-97 (fig-
ure 9.1 and tables 9.1 and 9.2). They were much more likely to report
vandalism (31 percent) than any other crime (19 percent or less).

* In 1996-97, physical attack or fight without a weapon was generally the

most commonly reported crime at the middle and high school levels (9
*This indicator repeats information from the and 8 per 1,000 public school students, respectlvlely) (figure 9.2 and taple
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety 9.8). Theft or larceny was more common at the high school than the mid-
report. dle school level (6 versus 4 per 1,000 students).

»  Overall, there was relatively little variation by urbanicity in the crime rates
at school discussed here during the 1996-97 school year (as measured
by the number of crimes reported per 1,000 public school students) (figure
9.2 and tables 9.7 and 9.8).

Figure 9.1.—Percentage of public schools that reported one or more criminal incidents to police,
by type of crime and instructional level: 1996-97

Percent
100 1
IEEIememary Midde W Higﬂ
80 -
60 A 52 55 55

0- :
Rape/ Robbery Physical attack/ Vandalism Theftlarceny Physical
sexual battery fight with weapon attack/fight without
weapon
Type of crime

NOTE: Examples of weapons are guns, knives, sharp-edged or pointed objects, baseball bats, frying pans, sticks, rocks, and bottles. Schools were
asked to report crimes that took place in school buildings, on school buses, on school grounds, and at places holding school-sponsored events,

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Fast Response Survey System, “Principal/School Disciplinarian
Survey on School Violence,” FRSS 63, 1997.
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Figure 9.2.—Number of crimes per 1,000 public school students, by type of crime, instructional level,
and urbanicity: 1996-97 '
Number per 1,000 Instructional level
20 -
OElementary EAAMiddle B Higﬂ
15 -
104 ' ' 87 4o
* * ! s 7 ‘
00 02 02 00 03 04 04 05 05 / i
o . vrs02007 /%
Rape/sexual Robbery Physical Vandalism Theftlarceny Physical
battery attackffight with attack/fight without
weapon weapon
Type of crime
Number per 1,000 _ Urbanicity
20 - i
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15 A
10
5 e ., 32 : 35
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*
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. o 020203 _
Rape/sexual Robbery Physical Vandalism Theftlarceny Physical
battery attack/fight with ' . attackffight without
weapon weapon
Type of crime '
*Less than 0.05.
NOTE: Examples of weapons are guns, knives, sharp-edged or pointed objects, basebali bats, [rying pans, sticks, rocks, and bottles. Schools were
asked to report crimes that took place in school buildings, on school buses, on school grounds, and at places holding school-sponsored events.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Fast Response Survey System, “Principal/School Disciplinarian
Survey on School Violence,” FRSS 63, 1897.
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_® _ Over the 5-year period from 1994 through 1998, teachers were the victims
of approximately 1,755,000 nonfatal crimes at school, including 1,087,000
victimization at thefts and 668,000 violent crimes (rape or sexual assault, robbery, aggra-
school* + vated assault, and simple assault) (table 10.1). On average, this translates
into 351,000 nonfatal crimes per year, or 83 crimes per 1,000 teachers per
year. Among the violent crimes against teachers during this 5-year period,
there were about 80,000 serious violent crimes (12 percent of the violent

10. Nonfatal teacher

Students are not the only ones who crimes), including rape or sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated as-
are victims of crime at school, : sault. On average, this translates into 16,000 serious violent crimes per

Teachers in school can also be the year,
targets of violence and theft. In '

. *  During the 1994-98 period, the average annual rate of serious violent
addition to the personal toll such

‘ crime was similar for teachers (on average, 4 per 1,000 teachers), re-
violence takes on teachers, those gardless of their instructional level, gender, race/ethnicity, and the ur-
who worry about their safety may banicity of the schools where they taught (figure 10.1 and table 10.1).*
have difficulty teaching and may

) = [n the period from 1994 through 1998, senior high school ahd id-
leave the profession altogether. P g 9 m

Inf i h ber of dlefjunior high school teachers were more likely to be victims of violent
niormation on the number o crimes (most of which were simple assaults) than elementary school

. crimes against teachers at school teachers (38 and 60, respectively, versus 18 crimes per 1,000 teachers)
can help show how severe and . (figure 10.1 and table 10.1).

widespread the problem is. . . - T
= During the 1994-98 period, senior high and middle/junior high school

teachers were more likely to be targets of theft than elementary school
teachers (63 and 67, respectively, versus 39 thefts per 1,000 teachers)
{figure 10.1 and table 10.1).

*The data reported here are new.

=  The average annual violent crime rate for teachers at school varied by
gender. Over the 5-year period from 1994 through 1998, male teachers
were more likely to be victims of violent crimes than female teachers (53
versus 25 crimes per 1,000 teachers) (figure 10.1 and table 10.1).

=  Teachers were differentially victimized by crimes at schoot according to
where they taught. For example, over the 5-year period from 1994 through
1998, urban teachers were more likely to be victims of violent crimes than
rural and suburban teachers (40 versus 24 and 24, respectively, per 1,000
teachers). Urban teachers were also more likely to experience theft than
suburban and rural teachers (63 versus 46 and 31 per 1,000 teachers, re-
spectively) (figure 10.1 and table 10.1).

‘The average annual rate is the sum of all teacher victimizations across five years di-
vided by the sum of all teachers over those five years.
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Figure 10.1.—Average annual number of nonfatal crimes against teachers at school pef 1,000
teachers, by type of crime and selected characteristics: Aggregated from 1994 to 1998

Instructional level
Number per 1,000

150 - .
125 | |CIEIementary @ Middle/junior high B Senior high
100
75
50 39
25 5 4 2
0 s
Theft Violent Serious violent
Type of crime
Gender

Number per 1,000

150
125 OMale M Female

98

100 -
75 A
50
25 -
0

45 53 53

Total Theft Violent Serious violent
Type of crime

Urbanicity
" Number per 1,000

150 -

1254 103

100 -

75

50 1

25

0

OUrban @ Suburban M Rural

63
46 40

A 24 24

Theft Violent Serious violent
Type of crime

NOTE: Serious violent crimes include rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assautt. Violent crimes include serious violent crimes and
simple assault. Total crimes include violent crimes and theft. The data were aggregated from 1984 to 1998 due to the small number of teachers in
each year's sample. Detail may not add to totals because of rounding. “At school” includes inside the school building, on schoo! property, at work
site, or while working. For thefts, “while working” was not considered since thefts of teachers’ property kept at school can occur when teachers are
not present.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1994 to 1998.
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11. Prevalence bf'
teachers being

threatened with
injury or attacked
by students*

Some of the offenses against
teachers are committed by stu-
dents. Data on physical attacks and
threats against elementary and
secondary teachers by students
can provide a snapshot of the
prevalence of this problem.

*This indicator repeats information from the
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
“report.

In the 1993-94 school year, 12 percent of all elementary and secondary
school teachers (341,000) were threatened with injury by a student from
their school, and 4 percent (119,000) were physically attacked by a stu- -
dent (table 11.1).

Teachers in central city schools were more likely to be victims than were
teachers in urban fringe or rural schools in 1993-94 (table 11.1). About 15
percent of teachers in central city schools had been threatened with injury-
by students, compared with 11 and 10 percent of teachers in urban fringe
and rural schools. About 6 percent of teachers in central city schools had. .
been attacked by students, compared with 4 and 3 percent of teachers in
urban fringe and rural schools.

Public school teachers were more likely than private school teachers to be
victimized by students in school in 1993-94 (figure 11.1 and table 11.1).
Almost 13 percent of public school teachers had been threatened with in-
jury by students, compared with 4 percent of private school teachers, and
4 percent of public school teachers had been physicaliy attacked by stu-
dents, compared with 2 percent of private school teachers. Teachers in
public central city schools were about five times more likely to be targets
of threats of injury ‘and about three times more likely to be targets of at-
tacks than their colleagues in private central city schools.

In 1993-94, secondary school teachers were more likely than elementary
school teachers to have been threatened with injury by a student from
their school (15 percent versus 9 percent) (table 11.1). However, ele-
mentary school teachers were more likely than secondary school teachers
to have been physically attacked by a student (5 percent versus 3 per-
cent). The prevalence of teacher victimization by students did not vary ac-
cording to the racial/ethnic backgrounds of teachers.’

Percent
204 18

15 1
.10 4

Total Central uty Urban fringe

Figure 11.1.—Percentage of teachers who reported that fhey were threatened with injury or that
they were physically attacked by a student from school during the past 12 months,
by urbanicity and control: 1993-94 school year '

Rural Total

OPublic WM Private

Central city  Urban fringe Rural

Questxonnanres)

Teachers threatened. with injury by a student

SOURCE: U.S. Depanment of Education, Natxonal Center for Education Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey, 1993-94 (T eacher and School

Teachers physically attacked by a student

26
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12. Prevalence of

students carrying
weapons.on
school property*

The presence of weapons at school
can create an intimidating and
threatening atmosphere, making
teaching and learning difficult. The

. percentages of students who report
that they carry a gun or other

"~ weapon on school property is an

indicator of how widespread the
_ problem of weapons at school is.

*This indicator repeats information from the
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
report. '

In 1997, 18 percent of students reported carrying a weapon such as a
gun, knife, or club at any time in the past 30 days. About 9 percent re-
ported they had carried a weapon on school property in the past 30 days
(figures 12.1 and 12.2 and tables 12.1 and 12.2).

Between 1993 and 1997, the percentage of students in grades 9 througt
12 who reported carrying a weapon on school property at least 1 day
within 30 days before the survey fell from 12 percent to 9 percent (a 25
percent reduction) (figure 12.1 and table 12.1).

There was also a decline in the percentage of students in grades 9
through 12 who carried a weapon at any time during the past 30 days—
from 22 percent in 1993 to 18 percent in 1997 (figure 12.2 and table 12.2

Males were about three times more likely than females to carry a weapor
on school property. For example, in 1997, 13 percent of males carried a
weapon on school property, compared with 4 percent of females (figure
12.1 and table 12.1). -

Students in lower grades were more likely to have carried a weapon any-
where in the previous 30 days than were students in higher grades (figur
12.2 and table 12.2). For example, in 1997, 23 percent of Sth graders ha
carried a weapon compared with 15 percent of 12th graders.

Generally, students in lower grades were no more likely to carry a weapo
to school than other students (figure 12.2 and table 12.1). The one exceg
tion to this general trend was in 1995, in which 12th graders were less
likely to carry a weapon to school than were 10th or 9th grade students.

Anywhere

1993 |

1995

1997*

Figure 12.1.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported carrying a weapon
at least 1 day in the past 30 days, by gender: 1993, 1995, and 1997

On school property

I CTota
1993 18 BMale

Peri:ént

0 10 20 30

" M Female
1995 14
]9
1997 13
50. 0 10 20 0 40 . 50

Percent

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Inpwigw Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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- Figure 12.2.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported carrying a weapon
at least 1 day in the past 30 days, by grade: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Anywhere On school proberty
22 O Total
1% , EA9th grade
1993 21 1993 B 10th grade
| 11th grade
H 12th grade
1995* 1995*
9
10

1997* 1997* 8

0 10 20 30 40 50 0 10 20 30 40 50

Percent Percent

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents. -

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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13. Students""_’f.".{'l =
perceptions.of

personal safety at -

school and when - -
travelingtoand . .
from school* -

One consequence of school vio-
lence is the fear that it can instill in
students. Students who fear for

- their own safety may not be able or
ready to learn. Concerns about
vulnerability to attacks by others at
school and on the way to and from
school may also have a detrimental
effect on the school environment
and learning.

*The 1999 data reported here are new.
Comparisons between the 1989 data and
the 1995 and 1999 data should be made
with caution due to changes in the ques-
tionnaire. See appendix B for details.

Between 1995 and 1999, there were decreases in the percentages of
students feeling unsafe while they were at school and while they were
going to and from school (figures 13.1 and 13.2 and table 13.1). In 1995, 9
percent of students ages 12 through 18 sometimes or most of the time
feared they were going to be attacked or harmed at school, while in 1999
this percentage fell to 5 percent. Between these years, the percentage of
students fearing they would be attacked while traveling to and from school
fell from 7 percent to 4 percent.

Between 1995 and 1999, there was a decline in fear of attacks at school
and when traveling to and from school among all racial/ethnic groups.
However, in both years, larger percentages of black and Hispanic students
than white students feared such attacks (figures 13.1 and 13.2 and table
13.1).

In both 1995 and 1999, students in lower grades were more likely to fear
for their safety at school than were students in higher grades (table 13.1).
For example; in 1999, 9 percent of students in grade 6 feared for their
safety while at school, compared with 3 percent of students in grade 12.

Between 1995 and 1999 there was a decline in fear of attacks at school
and to and from school within aimost all grades. However, in both 1995
and 1999, students in lower grades were also more likely than students in
higher grades to fear being attacked on the way to and from school (table
13.1).

Between 1995 and 1999 there was a decline in fear of attacks at school
and to and from school for students in all areas—urban, suburban and ru-
ral. However, in 1999, as in 1995, students in urban schools were more
likely than students in suburban or rural schools to fear being attacked at
school and when traveliing to and from school (table 13.1).

School Environment
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Figure 13.1.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported fearing being attacked
or harmed at school during the previous 6 months, by race/ethnicity: 1989, 1995,

and 1999
Percent
20
Tl P 195 R 1999 16
15 ‘
- 10
5
0
Total White, Black, Hispanic Other,
non-Hispanic non-Hispanic non-Hispanic

NOTE: Comparisons between the 1989 data and the 1995 and 1999 data should be made with caution due to changes in the questionnaire. Also,
the 1989 data include students ages 12 through 19. See appendix B for details. Includes students who reported that they sometimes or most of the
time feared being victimized in this way. “At school” means in the school building, on the school grounds, orona school bus.

. SOURCE:US. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January-
June, 1989, 1995, and 1999. ' '

Figure 13.2.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported fearing being attacked
or harmed on the way to and from school during the previous 6 months, by race/

ethnicity: 1989, 1995, and 1999

Percent

20 A .
' ] 1989 1995 [N 1999
15 A . 13 13
10
5
0 .
Total White, 1 Black, Hispanic Other,
non-Hispanic ~ ~ non-Hispanic . non-Hispanic

NOTE: Comparisons between the 1989 data and the 1995 and 1999 data should be made with caution due to changes in the questionnaire. Also,
the 1989 data include students ages 12 through 19. See appendix B for details. Includes students who reported that they sometimes or most of the
* time feared being victimized in this way. “At school” means in the school building, on the school grounds, oron a school bus.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January-
June, 1989, 1995, and 1999. :

chool Environment ‘ 31
© O
: : - 53 .

o




14. Students’ reports

of avoiding places
in school*

e e

One consequence of crime in
school is that students begin to
perceive specific areas in school as
unsafe. In trying to ensure their
own safety, they begin to avoid
these areas. Changes in the per-
centage of students avoiding areas
in school may be a good barometer
of how safe schools are—at least

in the minds of those who attend
these schools.

*The 1999 data reported here are new.
Comparisons between the 1989 data and
the 1995 and 1999 data should be made
with caution due to changes in the ques-
tionnaire. See appendix B for details.

Between 1995 and 1999, there was a decrease in the percentage of stu-
dents ages 12 through 18 who avoided one or more places in school—
from 9 percent in 1995 to 5 percent in 1999 (figure 14.1 and table 14.1).
Despite this decline, this percentage still represented 1.1 million students
in 1999 who reported avoiding some areas in school out of fear for their
own safety.

The percentage of students of all racial/ethnic groups avoiding specific
areas in school fell between 1995 and 1999 (figure 14.1 and table 14.1).

In both 1995 and 1999, black and Hispanic students were more likely to

avoid areas in school than were white students.

Between 1995 and 1999, there was a decrease in’the percéntage of stu-
dents reporting avoiding areas in school among students of almost all
grade levels (table 14.1). However, in both years, students in lower grades
were more likely than students in higher grades to report avoiding areas in
school. :

While in 1995, students in urban areas were more likely than suburban
students to avoid areas in school (12 percent versus 8 percent, respec-
tively), by 1999 urban and suburban students were equally as likely to
avoid areas in school (figure 14.2 and table 14.1).

School Environment




Figure 14.1.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported that they avoided one or
more places in school during the previous 6 months, by race/ethnicity: 1989, 1995,

and 1999 .
Percent
20 1
[l1ee @A 1ee5 R 19% |

15 T . 12 13
10 - S

5
5 -
0 .

Total White, Black, Hispanic Other,

non-Hispanic non-Hispanic non-Hispanic

NOTE: Comparisons between the 1989 data and the 1995 and 1999 data should be made with caution due to changes in the questionnaire. Also,
the 1989 data include students ages 12 through 19. See appendix B for details. Places include the entrance into the school, any hallways or stairs
in the school, parts of the school cafeteria, any school restrooms, and other places inside the school building.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January-
June, 1989, 1995, and 1999. '

Figure 14.2.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported that they avoided one or
more places in school during the previous 6 months, by urbanicity: 1989, 1995, and

1999

Percent

20 W

[l1es0 PA1ess [ 1999 |
15 -
10 7
5
5 3
0 Dhsoiee
Total Urban Suburban Rural

NOTE: Comparisons between the 1989 data and the 1995 and 1999 data should be made with caution due to changes in the questionnaire. Also,
the 1989 data include students ages 12 through 19. See appendix B for details. Places include the entrance into the school, any hallways or stairs
in the school, parts of the school cafeteria, any school restrooms, and other places inside the school building.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January-
June, 1989, 1995, and 1999.
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1’15 Students reports
,, _of bemg called

»»-_-hate-related ‘words

*and seeing hate- -
~ 'félét?d graffiti*- -

A student’s exposure to hate-
related words or symbols at school
can increase his or her feeling of
vulnerability. An environment in
which students are confronted with
discriminatory behavior is not con-
‘ducive to learning and creates a
climate of hostility.

*This is a new indicator.

In 1999, about 13 percent of students ages 12 through 18 reported that .
someone at school had used hate-related words against them (figure 15.1
and table 15.1). That is, in the prior 6 months someone at school called
them a derogatory word having to do with race/ethnicity, religion, disability,
gender, or sexual orientation. In addition, about 36 percent of students
saw hate-related graffiti at school.

There was very little variation in these percentages based on the location
of the students’ households (table 15.1).,'Students in urban, suburban, and .
rural households were equally as likely to report being called hate-related
words and to see hate-related graffiti.

Females were more likely than males to report being targets of derogatory
words and were also more likely to report seeing hate-related graffiti at
their school (figure 15.1 and table 15.1). About 14 percent of females re-
ported being called hate words in 1999, compared with 12 percent of
males. About 39 percent of females had seen hate-related graffiti, com-
pared with 34 percent of males.

Black students were more likely than white or Hispanic students to report
being called hate words (table 15.1). About 17 percent of black students
ages 12 through 18 reported being targets of derogatory words, compared
with 13 percent of white students and 12 bercent of Hispanic students.’
Students of all racial/ethnic groups were equally likely to report hate-
related graffiti at school.

Figure 15.1.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported being targets of hate-related-‘ :
words or who saw hate-related graffiti at school during the previous 6 months,

by gender and race/ethnicity: 1999 -

Total

Male
Female

White, non-Hispanic
Black, non-Hispanic
Hispanic

Hate-related words

L |

Other, non-Hispanic

12

]
14

s
17

T T T —

"0 10 20 30 40 50

Percent

Hate-related graffiti

Total 36
Male 34
Female 39

White, non-Hispanic
Black, non-Hispanic 2

Hispanic
Other, non-Hispanic

0 10 20 30

Percent

NOTE: “At schoo!” means in the schoo! building, on thé school grounds, or on a school bus.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statlstm School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January~
June, 1999.

*The percentage of other, non-Hispanic students who were victimized by hate-related
words was similar to that for white, non-Hispanic, black, non-Hispanic, and Hispanic
students.
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Street gangs are organized groups
that are often involved in drugs,
weapons trafficking, and violence.
The presence of street gangs in
school can be very disruptive to the
school environment. Street gangs
may not only create fear among
students but also increase the level
of violence in school. The percent-
age of students who report the
presence of street gangs in their
schools indicates the existence and
severity of the gang problem in
schools.

*The 1999 data reported here are new.
Comparisons between the 1989 data and
the 1995 and 1999 data should be made
with caution due to changes in the ques-
tionnaire. See appendix B for details.

Between 1995 and 1999, the percentage of students who reported that
street gangs were present at their schools decreased (figure 16.1 and ta-
ble 16.1). In 1995, 29 percent of students reported street gangs being
present in their schools. By 1998, this percentage had fallen to 17 percent.

Gangs were more likely to be reported in public schools than in private
schools (figure 16.1 and table 16.1). In 1999, 19 percent of students in
public schools reported that street gangs were present in their schools,
compared with 4 percent in private schools. A similar pattern of results
was reported in 1995, However, between these two years, the percentage

-of public school students reporting that gangs were present in their

schools decreased by about 40 percent (from 31 percent in 1995 to 19
percent in 1999) as did the percentage of private school students report-

'ing gang presence (from 7 percent to 4 percent).

In 1999, urban students were more likely to report that there were street
gangs at their schools (25 percent) than were suburban and rural students
(16 percent and 11 percent, respectively) (figure 16.2 and table 16.1).
Between 1995 and 1999, reports of gang presence decreased regardless
of students’ place of residence.

* In both years, Hispanic and black students were more likely than white

students to report the existence of street gangs in their schools. In 1995,
Hispanic students were more likely than black students to do so {figure
16.3 and table 16.1), while in 1999 they were equally as likely. Between
1995 and 1999, reports of gang presence decreased for whites, blacks,
Hispanics, and students of other race/ethnicities.

Percent
50 -

Figure 16.1.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported thaf street gangs were present
at school during the previous 6 months, by control of school: 1989, 1995, and 1999

[ 1989 72 1995 IR 199 |

40 -
30 -
20 -
10 -
0

15

Total

June, 1989, 1995, and 1999.

NOTE: Comparisons between the 1989 data and the 1995 and 1999 data should be made with caution due to changes in the questionnaire.
Also, the 1989 data include students ages 12 through 19. See appendix B for details. This indicator is based on an item from earfier in the SCS
questionnaire, before “at school” was defined for the respondent.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January-
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Figure 16.2.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who réported that street gangs were
present at school during the previous 6 months, by urbanicity: 1989, 1995, and
1999

Percent
50 -

40 -
30 A 25

(] 1989 1905 [ 199 |

20 -
10 -
0

Suburban ‘ Rural

NOTE: Comparisons between the 1989 data and the 1995 and 1999 data should be made with caution due to changes in the questionnaire.
Also, the 1989 data include students ages 12 through 19. See appendix B for details. This indicator is based on an item from earier in the SCS
questionnaire, before “at school” was defined for the respondent.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January—
June, 1989, 1995, and 1999. ’

Figure 16.3.—Percentage of students ages 12 through 18 who reported that street gangs were .
present at school during the previous 6 months, by race/ethnicity: 1989, 1995, and

1999
Percent

501 . 7

Cl1sse P1995 Il 1999
40 - 35

32
30 A 25
23 20 "

20 T 12
10
0 %

White, non-Hispanic Black, non-Hispanic Hispanic - Other, non-Hispanic

NOTE: Comparisons between the 1989 data and the 1995 and 1999 data should be made with caution due to changes in the questionnaire.
Also, the 1989 dataiinclude students ages 12 through 19. See appendix B for details. This indicator is based on an item from earlier in the SCS
questionnaire, before “at school” was defined for the respondent.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School Crime Supplement to the National Crime Victimization Survey, January-
June, 1989, 1995, and 1999.
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. . = During the 1996-97 school year, 16 percent of all public school principals
17. PUb|IC SChOO' Prm' reported that one or more discipline issues had been a serious problem in

cipa|s’ reports of their schoo!’ (figure 17.1 and table 17.1). About the same percentage of
principals in city, urban fringe, town, and rural settings reported one or
more serious discipline problems.

discipline prob-
lems at school*

= Public elementary schools were the least likely to report any serious disci-
pline issues, followed by middle schools and then high schools (figure
17.1 and table 17.1). About 8 percent of elementary school principals re-
ported one or more of these issues as a serious problem, while 18 percent
of principals in middle schools and 37 percent/of those in high schools did
s0.

Discipline problems in a school
may contribute to an overall climate
in which violence may occur.
Schools that suffer from student
drug or alcohol use, racial tensions,
or verbal and physical abuse of
teachers may be filled with pres-
sures that result in school violence.

=  While overall there were no significant differences in reported serious
problems by urbanicity, a greater percentage of principals in public city
. high schools than in rural high schools reported having serious discipline
problems—47 percent compared with 28 percent (figure 17.1 and table
17.1). :

*This indicator repeats information from the
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
report,

Figure 17.1.—Percentage of public schools that reported that 1 or more of 17 discipline issues* was
a serious problem in their school, by instructional level and urbanicity: 1996-97

Percent
50 + . - 47 46
10 - OTotal ACity M Urban fringe E Town E3Rural I 37 %
30 24
a0 161 14 16 16 2 B ° 17
8 9
10 - 7 6
0 .
‘ ‘ Total Elementary school Middle school . High school

*Student tardiness, student absenteeism/class cutting, physical conflicts among students, robbery or theft of items worth over $10, vandalism of
school property, student alcohol use, student drug use, sale of drugs on school grounds, student tobacco use, student possession of weapons,
trespassing, verbal abuse of teachers, physical abuse of teachers, teacher absenteeism, teacher alcohol or drug use, racial tensions, and gangs.

NOTE: “At school” was not defined for the survey respondent.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Fast Response Survey System, “Principal/School Disciplinarian
Survey on School Violence,” FRSS 63, 1997.

*These issues were student tardiness, student absenteeism/class cutting, physical con-
flicts among students, robbery or theft of items worth over $10, vandalism of school
property, student alcohol use, student drug use, sale of drugs on school grounds, stu-
dent tobacco use, student possession of weapons, trespassing, verbal abuse of teach-
ers, physical abuse of teachers, teacher absenteeism, téacher alcohol or drug use,
racial tensions, and gangs. . :
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18. Prevalence of B I'

students using
alcohol* - - -

The consumption of alcohol by stu-
dents on school property, a crime in
itself, may also lead to other crimes
and misbehavior. It can lead to a

" school environment that is harmful
to students, teachers, and staff.

*This indicator repeats information from the
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
report,

In 1997, 51 percent of students in grades 9 through 12 had at least one
drink of alcohol in the 30 days before being surveyed (figure 18.1 and ta- -
ble 18.1). A much smaller percentage (6 percent) had at least one drink
on school property during the same period.

Approximately the same percentage of students had drunk alcohol in 1997
as in 1993 and 1995—both in general and on school property.

Males were more likely than females to have used alcohol in 1993 and
1997 (figure 18.1 and table 18.1). Furthermore, males were more likely
than females to use alcohol on school property. For example, in 1997, 7
percent of males had used alcohol on school property compared with 4
percent of females. ‘

- Of 9th through 12th graders, in every survey year, students in higher

grades were more likely to report drinking alcohol anywhere than were
students in lower grades (figure 18.2 and table 18.1). However, there were
no differences by grade among students who said they had drunk alcohol
on school property during 1993, 1995, or 1997.

Anywhere

1993

53

53

Figure 18.1.—Percentage of students in.grades 9 through 12 who reported using alcohol
in the last 30 days, by gender: 1993, 1995, and 1997

On school property

OTotal
Male
H Female

60
Percent

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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Figure 18.2.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported using alcohol
. in the last 30 days, by grade: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Anywhere On school property
48 OTotal
41 B 9th grade
1993 44 . 1993 I 10th grade
11th grade
B 12th grade
‘ 1995*
51
44
1997* 47 1997*
0 20 . 40 60 80 100 0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent ' Percent

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done fo date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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19, Prevalence of

students using .

~~ " marijuana*

The use of other drugs such as
marijuana on school property may
also cause disruptions in the
learning environment. The con-
sumption of these substances
leads to a school environment that
is harmful to students, teachers,
and school administrators.

*This indicator repeats information from the
1999 Indicators of School Crime and Safety
report.

Between 1993 and 1997, 6 to 9 percent of students in grades 9 through
12 reported using marijuana on school property during the last 30 days.
About 18 to 26 percent reported using marijuana anywhere during the last
30 days (figure 19.1 and table 19.1).

There was an increase in the use of marijuana among students between
1993 and 1995. In 1995, about 25 percent of all students in grades 9
through 12 had used marijuana in the last 30 days, compared with 18 per-
centin 1993 (figure 19.1 and table 19.1). Marijuana use in 1997, at 26
percent, was similar to that in 1995. However, marijuana use on school
property did not increase significantly between 1993 and 1995, or be-
tween 1995 and 1997.

Males were more likely than females to have used marijuana in every
survey year (figure 19.1 and table 19.1), both in general and on school

- property.

Both males and females increased their overall use of marijuana from
1993 to 1997 (figure 19.1 and table 19.1). The percentage of males who
reported using marijuana in the 30 days before the survey increased from
21 percent in 1993 to 30 percent in 1997. The percentage of females in-
creased from 15 percent to 21 percent.

Students’ grade in school was not associated with their use of marijuana
on school property (figure 19.2 and table 19.1). However, in 1993 and
1995, students in lower grades were less likely than students in higher
grades to report using marijuana at any time during the last 30 days. In
1997, this difference by grade was not apparent, with students in lower
grades about as likely to report using marijuana as students in higher
grades. This pattern occurred because the overall use of marijuana in 9th,
10th, and 11th grades increased from 1993 to 1997, while its use by 12th
graders remained relatively constant.

School Environment
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Figure 19.1.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported using marijuana in the
last 30 days, by gender: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Anywhere On school property
1993 O Total
Male
M Female
1995*
1997*

T T T 1

40. - 60 80 100
Percent

T T T 1

40 60 80 100
Percent

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.

NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.

Figure 19.2.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported using marijuana inthe
last 30 days, by grade: 1993, 1995, and 1997

Anywhere . On school property
' OTotal
%

1993 1903 ih grade
B 10th grade
11th grade
B 12th grade

1995* 1995*

1997* 1997*

40 60 80 100
Percent

40 60 80 100
Percent

*The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.

NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Naﬁohal Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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= . In 1995 and 1997, almost one-third of all students in grades 9 through 12
20. Prevalence Of Ly (32 percent) reported that someone had offered, sold, or given them an .
students reportin’g 1 illegal drug on school property (figure 20.1 and table 20.1). This wasan -
increase from 1993 when 24 percent of such students reported that illegal -
drugs were available to them on school property. ' '

drugs were made -
available to them

on school property* ¢ were made available to them on school property. increased between 1993
- and 1995. However, in each survey year, males were more likely than fe-
. males to report that drugs were offered, sold, or given to them on school
Schools can be places where property. For example, in 1997, 37 percent of males reported the avail-
ability of drugs, while 25 percent of females did so. '

s The percentages of both males and females reporting that illegal drugs '

young people are offered or can

purchase illegal drugs. The avail- =  Students’ grade leve! in schoo! did not appear to be associated with
ability of drugs on school property . whether they had been offered, sold, or given drugs on school property

is a disruptive and corrupting influ- (figure 20.2 and table 20.1). Generally, in each survey year, about the
ence in the school environment. ' same percentage of students in each grade level reported the availability .

of illegal drugs.

*This indicator repeats information from the = The racial/ethnic background of students was associated with whether

:::: n{"d’“'ors of School Crime and Safety they reported having illegal drugs offered, sold, or given to them on school
property (figure 20.3 and table 20.1). In general, Hispanics were more
likely than students from other racial/ethnic groups to report having drugs'
available to them on school property. '

Figure 20.1.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported that drugs were made
available to them on school property during the last 12 months, by gender: 1993,

1995, and 1997
- ‘ 24 OToa
Ll -
. MW Female
. 32 j .
1995° %
. 32

1997 37

T T T T T T T T T T L

o

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
Percent

“The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date. .

NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
_Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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~ Figure 20.2.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported that drugs were made
available to them on school property during the last 12 months, by grade: 1993, 1995,

and 1997

DOTotal

9th grade
B 10th grade
11th grade
1 B 12th grade

1995*

1997*

Percent
“The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Controf and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.

Figure 20.3.—Percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who reported that drugs were made
available to them on school property during the last 12 months, by race/ethnicity:

1993, 1995, and 1997

24 O Total

24 Bwhite

M Black
........................ ] 15 -E Hispanic

H Asian/Pacific Islander
Other, non-Hispanic

N

1993

1995*

32

7777/

. S e N
. - EORT P o

1997*

l

. Percent
“The response rate for this survey was less than 70 percent and a full nonresponse bias analysis has not been done to date.
NOTE: “On school property” was not defined for survey respondents.

SOURCE: U.S: Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for
Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey—Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1995, and 1997.
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