
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 443 558 PS 028 719

AUTHOR Anderson, Linda; Hicock, Mary Beth; McClellan, Kim
TITLE Improving Parental Involvement through School Sponsored

Events.
PUB DATE 2000-05-00
NOTE 107p.; Master's Action Research Project, Saint Xavier

University and SkyLight Field-Based Masters Program.
PUB TYPE Dissertations/Theses (040)
EDRS PRICE MF01/PC05 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS Action Research; Change Strategies; Classroom Research;

Family School Relationship; Intervention; Kindergarten;
*Outreach Programs; *Parent Participation; *Parent School
Relationship; Parent Student Relationship; Primary
Education; School Activities

IDENTIFIERS Parental Involvement Program

ABSTRACT
This action research project sought to increase parental

involvement in targeted kindergarten classrooms. Evidence for the problem
included the lack of family attendance at school functions, declining
membership in the parent-sponsored Booster Club, and lack of parental support
for school policies. The project focused on three areas of parental
involvement: improving communication, creating an inviting school climate,
and providing parent resources. Implemented interventions included weekly
newsletters for parents, a message board, a school activity calendar, special
school activities, and parent resources. In order to assess the effects of
the interventions, surveys and questionnaires were used, parent attendance at
school activities was recorded, and a log of classroom volunteer hours was
kept. Post-intervention data indicated that parent involvement was increased.
(Twenty-three appendices include a sample calendar and parent activity
notices. Contains 17 references.) (EV)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Off ice of Educational Research and Improvement

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

00
This document has been reproduced as

lif)
received from the person or organization

1/1
originating it.

Cfil
0 Minor changes have been made to

Nt improve reproduction quality.

cr

00

a(

Points of view or opinions stated in this
document do not necessarily represent
official OERI position or policy.

IMPROVING PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT THROUGH
SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENTS

Linda Anderson
Mary Beth Hicock

Kim McClellan

An Action Research Project Submitted to the Graduate Faculty of the

School of Education in Partial Fulfillment of the

Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in Teaching and Leadership

Saint Xavier University & SkyLight

Field-Based Masters Program

Chicago, Illinois

May, 2000

BESTCOPYAVAILABLE

2

1

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS

BEEN GRANTED

Lvevim Rn

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)

935



SIGNATURE PAGE

This project was approved by

104,, i06viip4fisory

Dean, Sch. of Education

3



Authors:
Linda Anderson
Mary Beth Hicock
Kim McClellan

Title:

ABSTRACT

Date:
May, 2000

Improving Parental Involvement Through School Sponsored Events

ii

This report described a program for increased parental involvement for the students of the
targeted kindergarten classrooms. Evidence of the existing problem included the lack of
family attendance at school functions, declining membership in the parent sponsored
Booster Club, and lack of parental support for school policies.

Researched literature concerning parental involvement in schools illustrated factors
which contributed to the problem. These factors included changes in the family structure,
time constraints placed on working and single-parent families, and undefined
expectations for parental roles in education. Experts in the field of parental involvement
have indicated possible solutions to address the problem. These included creating an
open line of communication between the home and the school, creating an inviting school
climate, and establishing parent resources to strengthen their efforts in supporting their
child's education.

This action plan implemented interventions designed to increase parental involvement.
The interventions included weekly newsletters, message board, school activity calendar,
planning and implementing special school activities, and making parent resources
available.

The action research team explored a defined approach for increasing parent involvement
in the targeted kindergarten classrooms. The post intervention data indicated that parent
involvement was increased through the use of meaningful interventions, clear and
defined expectations, open lines of communication and building active partnerships
between parents and school.
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CHAPTER 1

PROBLEM STATEMENT AND CONTEXT

General Statement of the Problem

The parents of the targeted school exhibited a lack of interest and motivation in

attending school events. This pattern of behavior affected students' attitudes about school

and caused a lack of respect towards teaching staff. It also reflected some negativity in

grades and the students' general outlook on education. Evidence for the existence of the

problem included attendance records from school scheduled events, anecdotal records of

the parent coordinator, and student and teacher surveys.

Description of Local Setting

The targeted school had 425 students enrolled in kindergarten through sixth grade.

The building opened in 1971 as a neighborhood school. The school was a school-wide

Title I facility. Each grade level consisted of two or three heterogeneously grouped

classrooms. The average class size was 23 students. The student population was 89.4

percent Caucasian, 7.5 percent African American, 2.8 percent Hispanic and 0.2 percent

Asian. Student attendance rate was 94.4 percent with mobility among students at 14.5

percent. Chronic truants numbered 9.6 percent.

The targeted school was administered by a full-time principal. The staff consisted

of 25 certified teachers. This number included 15 classroom teachers, two specialists in
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physical education and music, one Title I teacher, two special education teachers, three

special education aides, and a speech and language clinician.

There were two intervention teams that supported staff, students, and parents.

The diagnostic team consisted ofa school nurse, a school psychologist and a social

worker. The Teacher Assistance Team consisted of one administrator, one building

supervisor, and four regular education teachers.

Office staff consisted ofa full-time secretary. The library was run by a full-time

aide. The computer laboratory was run by a certified teacher. The school was serviced

by two full-time building custodians. Lunch was served by four food-service employees.

Fifth grade students participated in the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.)

sponsored by the local police department. Fifteen community volunteers visited assigned

classrooms one month out of each school year. The primary staff had received extensive

training in Direct Instruction. This program, as well as whole language, placed an

emphasis on Language Arts. The mathematical program used manipulatives and centered

around cooperative learning. The School Improvement Team worked to align curriculum

and state standards. Other instructional strategies for the building were special education

inclusion into the regular classrooms and the T.A.T. that helped develop individualized

student plans for learning. Monthly staff development, such as guided reading, peer

counseling, and school improvement, as well as grade level planning, provided an

important learning foundation for the building.

The targeted school enrollment included 48.5 percent low income families. Low

income students were from families receiving public aid, living in institutions for
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neglected or delinquent children, being supported in homes, depending on public funds,

or eligible to receive free or reduced-priced lunches.

Description of Surrounding Community

The targeted school district was located in a large metropolitan area. The area

was divided by a river in the western region of the state. The community served a

population of 40,680 people. Of this total, 51% were female and 49% were male. The

city in which the targeted school was located is in a middle class community with a

prosperous economy. The unemployment rate for the community was 6%. The major

employment opportunities included such areas as manufacturing agricultural equipment,

production of footwear, selling of insurance, and food processing industries. One of the

largest employers was a major government agency. The median household income was

$27,200 annually. The median age was 34 years. The ethnic make up of the city was

79% White, 18% African American, 2.5% Hispanic, and .5% Asian. Located within the

city was a four-year college and a two-year junior college. The area also offered many

cultural and entertainment choices such as museums, a zoo, a civic center, several

professional sports teams, drama, and musical events.

The targeted school district served 7,000 students and employed 430 teachers with

a 19 to 1 pupil to teacher ratio. The average experience of teaching was 15.4 years. The

ethnic background of teachers was 91.3% White, 7.5% African American, and 1.2%

Hispanic. The ethnic background of students in the district was 62.7% White, 30.8%

African American, 5.6% Hispanic, and 7% Asian. The district included an interdistrict

preschool, Head Start, 12 elementary schools, 2 junior high schools, a high school, and an

alternative school.
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National Context of the Problem

"The single most determinant of a child's success in school, and ultimately

throughout life, is not family status, education level, income, or I.Q. It is whether that

child's family is involved in his or her education." (Wisconsin Department of Public

Instruction, 1996, pg. 24). Parental involvement is not only an issue at the local level,

but has gained national attention through professional journals, magazines, newspapers,

and television talk shows.

Many studies have been done to encourage parental involvement. One such study

from the Highland Upward Bound Program (1995) described a relationship between

children whose parents were involved in their education and success in school. This

study also showed the following statistics: Of the 94% of students who went on to

college from 1991-95, 54% had parent involvement; of the 6% that did not go to

college, there was little parental involvement. Of the students that were still in college,

83% had parental involvement. Of the students who dropped out of college during

this time period, 77% had little or no parent involvement (Highland Community

College, 1995).

Other researchers have found a need to go beyond examining a relationship

between parent involvement and educational outcomes. They, instead, sought to

determine what leads parents to become involved in the first place. Hoover-Dempsey

and Sandler (1993) found three factors that influence parents' willingness to become

involved in their children's schooling. The factors were the parents' belief that it was

their responsibility to be involved, that they had an impact on their children's

education, and that the children and school welcomed their involvement.



5

By not getting involved in their childrens' education, parents may be sending

a message to their children that school is not highly valued. Knowing the

curriculum and familiarizing themselves with teachers and administrators may

promote educational success.

1 I.
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CHAPTER 2

PROBLEM DOCUMENTATION

Problem Evidence

Schools cannot achieve their highest level of excellence unless parents are

directly involved. As reported by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

(1996), the single-most important determinant of a child's success in school, and

ultimately throughout life, is not family status, education level, income or Intelligence

Quotient. It is whether that child's family is involved in his or her education (pg. 25).

The most effective time to set a child on a positive path is at a young age. Steinberg

(1996) has found that children whose parents are disengaged have the poorest

developmental patterns, lacking psychological maturity, social competence and self-

esteem. The problems encountered by these youngsters, in school and out, multiply

throughout the school years (pg. 23).

The targeted elementary school was experiencing a decrease in parent

involvement, which affected the parents' attitudes toward school. Evidence for the

existence of the problem included the lack of family attendance at school events,

declining membership in the parent-sponsored Booster Club, and lack of parental support

for school policies. The targeted population consisted of all of the kindergarten students

in this elementary school.

12
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The lack of family attendance at school events was evident by sign-in records

kept from September 1998 to May 1999. Two events that illustrated this problem were

the Kindergarten You and Me Days and the Family Reading Night. The You and Me

Day was a monthly program developed for kindergarten students and their parents. The

targeted population consisted of 65 kindergarten students. Table 1 indicates the

attendance at those activities.

Table 1

Kindergarten You and Me Day Family Attendance

Month Number in Attendance Percentage
September 14 22%
October 11 17%
November 20 31%
January 10 15%
February 23 35%
March 20 31%
April 15 23%
May 13 20%

School records also indicated that 25% of the eligible student population and their parents

attended the Family Reading Night held early in November.

The lack of active participation in the parent-sponsored Booster Club was evident

in the low number of parents who attended monthly meetings. The importance of those

meetings was reflected in the numerous programs, activities, and projects that were

designed for the students. One impact that directly affected the students was the

elimination of the spring frolic due to the lack of parent volunteers.

Teachers in the targeted school have noticed a decline in parental support for

school policies. On a frequent basis, teachers and administrators were challenged on

decisions made regarding discipline and homework. The lack of cooperation on those

- 13
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issues created negative feelings between faculty members and parents. This had a direct

impact on students' attitudes toward school and respect for authority.

Probable Causes

The targeted school had experienced dramatic change in family settings. The

number of single-parent families had increased as well as the number of non-working

parents. A growing number of extended families had developed, resulting in

grandparents who were the primary caregivers. These factors impacted the extent of

parent involvement within the targeted school.

While recognizing the importance of parental involvement, it is also necessary to

acknowledge that many parents may experience feelings of inadequacy. Many parents

may not have the skills necessary to help their children form positive learning and

socialization habits. Many parents lack formal education training, which can make the

communication between home and school difficult. Parents who did not have a positive

school experience themselves may feel uncomfortable approaching their children's

teachers. Others may have felt unwelcome at their children's school in the past. These

factors can be an obstacle in parents' goal t be active partners in their child's education.

Finding a way to make parental involvement a successful experience for both

parents and teachers can be difficult. Schools often fail to provide a welcoming climate,

inviting parents into the school. This may cause negative feelings in parents toward

wanting to help. Teachers may not always provide appropriate opportunities for parents

to assist in the classroom. On the other hand, parents are not always willing to accept an

invitation to help when it is offered. Teachers often view this behavior as apathetic. In
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order for those feelings to be diminished, numerous opportunities for meaningful

involvement must be created.

Researchers have found several underlying causes for the lack of parental

involvement. Elements of present family life stood in the way of parents participating in

their children's education. Time is the single greatest barrier to parental involvement.

Thirty percent of parents say they "feel frustrated because I can't find enough time to help

my children with school." Another 23% cite the difficulties created by the demands of

raising other children (Kiley and Martilla, 1995). Parents recognize the need to be active

participants in their children's lives. According to a Newsweek PTA poll, some 40% of

parents across the country believe they are not devoting enough time to their children's

education (Finney, 1993). Teachers were also pressed for time. Although increased

contact with parents through conferences and phone calls would undoubtedly be

beneficial, the teachers' time may also be limited due to family commitments.

Another issue addressed in the research was that parents feel reluctant to become

involved because they themselves did not do well in school. The importance of their

involvement, however, cannot be understated. When parents were asked about school

involvement, they cited work responsibilities, health problems, and economic differences

between themselves and teachers. According to Epstein (1990), "Parents also said they

felt that teachers looked down on them for not being as successful as teachers, (pg.3).

Many times parents would be more inclined to actively participate in their child's

learning activities if teachers were willing to provide more guidance. The power of

gathering people to build relationships cannot be overlooked. Relationships enhance our

efforts toward school improvement. Everyone must be heard, and everyone must learn
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together. It is on this foundation that schools work to build partnerships and trust rather

than dictatiOn and suspicion (Cavaretta, 1998).

The education and socialization of children are a shared responsibility of both

parents and teachers. Addressing the differences that may form between parents,

teachers, and children by using effective communication, respect, tact, and good humor

may help make school a pleasant place.

Many factors have contributed to the decline of parental involvement at the

targeted school. The changes in the family setting as known in the traditional sense have

impacted the level of involvement. These changes include a rise of dual-working parents,

single-parent families, and extended family members as primary caregivers. Parents also

have many personal issues that can reflect their lack of involvement such as the absence

of necessary skills, lack offormal education, and feelings of intimidation within a school

setting. Parents need to feel needed, and schools need to promote an environment in

which parents are valued.

16
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CHAPTER 3

THE SOLUTION STRATEGY

Literature Review

Upon review of the literature three specific factors were identified as the primary

focal points of the solutions strategy: communicating, creating an inviting school climate,

and establishing parent resources. According to Epstein (1987), "The evidence is clear

that parental encouragement, activities, and interest at home and participation at schools

and in classrooms affect children's achievements, attitudes, and aspirations, even after

student ability and family socioeconomic status are taken into account." (Pg. 1 )

The fact remains that educators may be the experts in child development issues

and how children's lives are affected by learning, but parents are the experts in knowing

their children's individual personality and needs. Teachers and parents must be present to

produce a constructive relationship that helps children achieve their highest potential.

The first factor of parental involvement was to address the need of an improved

method of home-school communication. Effective parental involvement begins with

communication. It is necessary and important for parents to share in the decision making

processes that affect their children. When parents and teachers communicate about

education, everyone involved benefits, especially the children.
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Experts assert that the lack of information sent between home and school may be

the source of discord between teachers and parents (Jennings, 1990). Many diverse

methods should be implemented to improve home-school communication.

Communication included: individual homework and newsletter folders, a Homework

Hotline, student-parent handbook, monthly school newsletter, written communication

between teacher and parent, positive and periodic telephone calls, and parent-teacher

conferences (Hester, 1989). Just as the child goes two ways, between school and home,

so does the communication. There are various methods that administrators and teachers

can use to encourage parents to become an active member of their children's educational

team. For example, parent helpers can be invited into the classroom, parents can be

encouraged to join the booster club, and parents can be utilized to assist at school

activities.

The second factor that affects parental involvement is the need to create an

inviting school climate. A study involving more than 3,000 parents and 307 teachers in

six San Francisco area schools found that almost 80 % of teachers agreed that many

parents felt out of place at school (Clark, 1988). How schools say "Welcome!" sets the

tone for education in their communities. According to a survey, approximately 50 family

members from several Wisconsin school districts expressed what information they would

consider the most beneficial in helping their children learn. This survey showed families

want to feel a sense of belonging. They do not want to feel shut out, but welcomed into

their children's schools. Parents would like the school to take a more active role in asking

for input without intimidation (Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1993).

18
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Do parents ultimately belong in our schools? Some individuals feel parents have

no place in the schools. These people include staff who affirm that no adults other than

the teacher belongs in the classroom, as well as parents who feel ill at ease about the

school's way of life (Rich, 1988).

However, researchers have shown that the benefits of parental involvement are

numerous. These include: more positive views of both teachers and parents, increased

parental support of children and school issues, and increased confidence in parents'

ability to help their children (Liontos, 1992).

In order to promote a more positive school climate, Galen (1991) suggested the

following points should be considered:

Promote an environment in which parents are valued as primary influences in

their children's lives and are essential partners in the education of their children.

Recognize that the self-esteem of parents is integral to the development of the

child and should be enhanced by the parents' positive interaction with the school.

Include parents in decision making about their own children and on the overall

early childhood programs.

Ensure opportunities and access for parents to observe and volunteer in the

classroom.

Promote exchange of information and ideas between parents and teachers which

will benefit the child (Pg. 18).

Welcoming parents into the school is the first step; giving them the resources

needed to be an effective partner in the learning process is the second step.
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All parents have the capacity to learn developmental and educational techniques

to help their children. With this being noted, the third factor that affects parental

involvement is to provide readily available resources to all parents. Teachers must be

academic sharers, explaining the curriculum, teaching methods, and how parents can

reinforce learning at home (Rich, 1997). Researchers have shown the benefits of

educating parents include: a rise in parent's self confidence, a better understanding of

school policies, a clearer identification of teacher's role, a greater level of comfort in

school interactions (Epstein, 1994).

Family involvement is crucial to the success of children. A survey conducted by

Marti lla and Kiley (1995) found that 32 % of all parents say they find it hard to help their

children because "They teach things a lot differently from when I was in school." One

out of 5 parents or 21 % say they would be more involved if they knew how to go about

it. In order to support parents' willingness to assist in their children's learning there are

many resources that could be provided. Family and parent workshops can be created

which can be directed to school goals. Adult education programs and monthly seminars

on topics of interest can be organized to help support parents efforts. A parent room can

also be established to provide a leading library of resources for parents (Jennings, 1990).

Children do best when their parents are enabled to play four key roles in their

learning: A teacher ofchildren's learning experiences, a supporter of children's goals, an

advocate of children's issues, and a decision maker for children's education.

All three factors: communicating, creating an inviting school climate, and

providing parent resources are essential in promoting parental involvement within a
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school. It is ultimately the school's responsibility to empower parents so that they may

reflect a sense of accomplishment, (Cavaretta, 1998):

My work counts.

My voice is heard.

I've made a difference for my children (Pg. 15).

As a result of the review of the professional literature, the researchers focused on

an open line of communication, creating an inviting school climate, and establishing

parent resources. To encourage open communication between home and school weekly

newsletters will be sent home with the targeted students. A message board and school

activity calendar will be displayed for the benefit of the entire school population. To

make parents feel welcomed into the building, a positive wall display will be placed in

the school lobby and parents will be given opportunities to volunteer in the classroom.

To assist parents when working with their children at home parent workshops will be

offered, Family Reading Nights, and Kindergarten You and Me Days will be organized.

21
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Project Objectives and Processes

Objective 1

As a result of implementing a more effective form of parent-teacher communication

during the period of September 1999 through February 2000 the parents and teachers will

increase school- home communication as measured by the number of parents who sign

the parent involvement pledge, and responses to the parent survey.

In order to accomplish this objective, the following processes are necessary:

1. Distribute parent pledge

2. Send home a weekly newsletter

3. Use the message board in the school yard to provide information.

4. Use the wall calendar in the school lobby to display school events.

Objective 2

As a result of establishing a positive and inviting school climate parents of the targeted

kindergarten children will increase their willingness to participate in school activities.

The level of involvement will be measured by the number ofparents who attend the

planned school activities.

In order to accomplish this objective, the following processes are necessary:

1. Distribute a volunteer interest inventory.

2. Make available a list of activities for parents to volunteer.

3. Provide classroom opportunities for parents to help or share.
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Objective 3

As a result of providing information and ideas to families about how to help their

children at home with curricular-related activities, during the period of September 1999

through February 2000, the faculty will increase opportunities for parent and child

learning, as measured by attendance at various learning functions and surveys distributed

to both parents and students.

In order to accomplish this objective, the following processes are necessary:

1. Provide a list of resource materials that are available to check out.

2. Send home weekly curriculum ideas and activities to work on at home.

3. Provide a Family Reading Night

4. Organize monthly kindergarten You and Me Days

5. Organize parent workshops to assist them in their child's learning.

Project Action Plan

This action plan is designed to increase parental involvement in the targeted

kindergarten classrooms. The "action plan focused on three areas of parental involvement:

communication, creating an inviting school climate, and providing parent resources. The

action plan covered the months of September 1999 through February 2000. Many of the

interventions implemented would be continued until the completion of the school year.

September

I. Communication

A. Display weekly messages on outdoor school sign

B. Create a welcoming display in school lobby

C. Display a large school activity calendar in school lobby
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D. Send weekly newsletter home

E. Distribute parental pledge

F. Have students design Open House invitations

G. Attend Open House - restructured for purpose of improved communication with

families

H. Send Open House follow-up survey home

II. Volunteering

A. Distribute Volunteer Interest Inventory

B. Display holiday party sign up sheets at Open House

III. Parent Resources

Provide a list of resource materials available for checking out

October

I. Communication

A. Display weekly messages on outdoor school marquis

B. Create a welcoming display in school lobby

C. Display a large school activity calendar in lobby

D. Send weekly newsletter home

E. Send invitations for Family Fun Night

F. Send informational letter regarding Halloween activities

G. Send home Parent-Teacher Conference notice and schedule

H. Distribute parent surveys

I. Send mid-term progress reports

II. Volunteering

24
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A. Utilize parent helpers in classrooms

B. Send reminder notices to encourage parent attendance at Halloween activities.

III. Parent Resources

A. Provide a list of resource materials available to be checked out

B. Organize a Kindergarten You and Me Day

C. Provide take home activities related to the curriculum

November

I. Communication

A. Display weekly messages on outdoor school marquis

B. Create a welcoming display for school lobby

C. Display a large school activity calendar in lobby

D. Send weekly newsletters home

E. Send invitations for Family Reading Night

F. Attend Family Reading Night

G. Send home Family Reading Night follow up surveys

H. Conduct Parent-Teacher Conferences

II. Volunteering

A. Utilize parent helpers in the classrooms

B. Seek parent volunteers for kindergarten Thanksgiving feast

III. Parent Resources

A. Provide a list of resource materials available to be checked out

B. Organize a Kindergarten You and Me Day

C. Provide take home activities related to the curriculum
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D. Organize a parent workshop with district parent coordinator

December

I. Communication

A. Display weekly messages on outdoor school marquis

B. Create a welcoming display in school lobby

C. Display a large school activity calendar in lobby

D. Send weekly newsletters home

E. Send invitations for holiday program

F. Attend holiday program

G. Send mid-term progress reports home

II. Volunteering

A. Utilize parent helpers in classrooms

B. Seek volunteers for holiday craft project

C. Seek volunteers to assist with wrapping holiday gifts

III. _ Parent Resources

A. Provide a list ofresource materials available to be checked out

B. Organize a Kindergarten You and Me Day

C. Provide take home activities related to the curriculum

January

I. Communication

A. Display weekly messages on outdoor school marquis

B. Create a welcoming display for school lobby

C. Display a large school activity calendar in lobby
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D. Send weekly newsletter home

E. Organize a school wide skating party for staff and families

F. Send announcements regarding skating party

G. Organize a kindergarten parent luncheon

H. Have students design and send invitations for parent luncheon home

I. Send progress reports home

II. Volunteering

A. Utilize parent helpers in classrooms

B. Organize a parent career week - invite parents in to share their careers

III. Parent Resources

A. Provide a list ofresource materials available to be checked out

B. Organize a Kindergarten You and Me Day

C. Provide take home activities related to the curriculum

D. Organize a parent workshop with districtparent coordinator

February

Send parent surveys home

Methods of Assessment

In order to assess the effects of the interventions regarding the parent involvement

plan presented, surveys and questionnaires were developed. Attendance was recorded at

school activities and a log of hours were kept of the classroom volunteers.

. 27



22

CHAPTER 4

PROJECT RESULTS

Historical Description of the Intervention

The primary objective of this Action Plan was to increase parental involvement in

the targeted kindergarten classrooms. Parents were offered more opportunities to become

active participants in their child's education. The plan was designed to improve

home/school communication, to create a welcoming school climate, and to establish

parent resources. The intervention strategies included weekly newsletters sent home to

develop better lines of communication, special school activities, opportunities designed to

increase parent's willingness to participate, and providing information to assist families in

helping their children at home.

The Action Plan was placed in effect beginning September 1999 to March 2000.

During the first month the staff was asked to complete a survey concerning their

perceptions about parent involvement at the targeted school. The following month,

surveys were distributed to the parents and students of the targeted kindergarten classes.

Results from the three surveys were tabulated.

In addition to the surveys, many attempts were made to connect to the parents in a

positive manner. These included placing a banner in the lobby which read, "Welcome to

28
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Ridgewood...a place where everyone is special!" and providing a kindergarten packet

that contained parent information, a parent pledge, and a volunteer interest inventory.

At the initial faculty meeting held in September, plans were discussed to

restructure the open house format previously used in the past. The purpose of

restructuring was to improve the communication with families. The new format would

consist of two 15 minute parent-teacher informational sessions with a 30 minute informal

classroom visit. Due to lack ofadministrative follow-up, the staff felt they were not

prepared to implement this new format.

Open house was held during the third week of the term. Thirty-nine out of a

possible 44 kindergarten families attended, making it a successful event. The staff felt

the new format would be a positive change if they were allowed more planning. The new

format will be implemented the following year.

With the help of the parent sponsored Booster Club, a fall family festival was

planned for the second week in October. Many games were planned for the students, as

well as a haunted house, a costume contest, and a pumpkin carving contest. Due to a lack

of parent volunteers, this event had not been held for two years at the targeted school.

The large number of parent volunteers made it possible for the fall family festival to be

held.

The targeted school hosted three family reading nights. The first used the theme

"Bingo for Books." The evening consisted of numerous bingo games using free books as

prizes. During intermissions between games, student-made reading commercials were

performed by the second grade classes. Refreshments were provided and a reading
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banner was signed by all of the participants and displayed in the school lobby the

following day.

The second family reading night was held in November in conjunction with

Illinois Reading Week. Many reading activities were planned around the theme of

"pajama party." The students were encouraged to attend in their pajamas to hear

storytellers and make their own bedtime books. Hot chocolate and cookies were

provided and added to the enjoyment of the evening.

The third and final family reading night was held in the spring to coincide with

Read Across America Week. Activities included a reading scavenger hunt, make and

take projects and the school book fair. The breakdown of student attendance by grade

level is presented in Table 1.

Table 1

Family Reading Night Attendance by Grade Levels

Grade October Reading November Reading March Reading
Night Night Night

Kindergarten 6 11 12
First 4 3 10
Second 4 7 11
Third 5 9 10
Fourth 4 3 9
Fifth 4 10 8
Sixth 3 3 9

Evidence in the table found a higher attendance rate in the targeted kindergarten

classrooms.
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Parent-Teacher conferences were held during the month of November. In an

attempt to accommodate all parents, conferences were scheduled from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00

P.M. Ninety-eight percent of the targeted kindergarten parents attended conferences.

Thank-you notes were sent home the following week. In an effort to support parents in

helping their children at home, two kindergarten parent workshops were offered with the

assistance of the district parent coordinator. These workshops were designed for the

parents and children to attend together. Notices were sent home to inform parents of the

scheduled workshop activities. The first workshop was held during the second week in

February from 3:15 to 4:15. Emphasis was placed on retelling stories at home using story

puppets. Participants were then involved in a make and take activity in which they made

their own story puppets to use at home.

The second workshop was hosted during the second week in March from 3:15 to

4:15. This session was designed around a "Book-It, Cook-It" theme. After familiar

children's books were shared with participants, coordinating snacks were demonstrated

for each story, which were enjoyed by all.

With only eight out of a possible 44 families represented during both

presentations, the attendance was less than expected. Although the comments received

from those who attended were positive, many others expressed an interest in attending if

the workshops had been offered in the evening. This suggestion will be considered when

planning next year's event.

Centered around a "Family Theme," a parent luncheon was planned for the last

week in February. The luncheon provided an opportunity to invite parents into the school

for a positive and non-threatening experience. It was also considered to be an overall
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success with 39 out of a possible 44 families represented and many positive comments

from parents, students, and staff members.

The targeted school sponsored a school-wide skating party during the month of

February from 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. To promote this activity, flyers were sent home, posters

were displayed, and announcements were made over the school speaker system. This

was the first party to be held in over six years and it was enjoyed by all that attended.

A Community Helpers unit planned for May will offer another opportunity to

include parents in a positive school experience. Surveys were distributed to the parents

to determine an interest and willingness on their part to share their occupations with the

students. Fourteen out of a possible 44 parents have responded to this request.

A vigorous effort was made to connect the home and school through various

forms of communication. These included weekly newsletters, homework activities,

parent resource materials, reminder notices, invitations, and thank-you notes.

Presentation and Analysis of Results

Two methods of assessment were used to ascertain the effects of the Action Plan.

One of these methods was the attendance records obtained at various school events.

Throughout the duration of the Action Plan, several family activities took place. Family

participation was recorded through the use of collected sign-in sheets listing all present at

each event. The results are indicated in Table 2.
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Table 2

Kindergarten Family Participation Results

Events Number Percent

Open House 37 88%

Fall Festival 34 81%

Family Reading Night I 6 14%

Family Reading Night II 11 26%

Family Reading Night III 12 27%

Parent Conference 41 98%

Parent Workshop I 8 19%

Parent Workshop II 8 19%

Parent Luncheon 37 88%

Skating Party 15 36%

Career Day 14 33%

An interesting note is the wide range of percentages of kindergarten family

participation for the listed events. It should be noted that the activities that promoted

specific academic enrichments were not as well attended as those which addressed

specific academic goals.

Another prominent method of assessment was the utilization of surveys. Surveys

were distributed to the faculty of the targeted school prior to the implementation of the

Action Plan. Kindergarten students and parents of the targeted classes were surveyed

prior to and at the conclusion of the Action Plan.
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The staff of the targeted school was given a survey to completed to determine

their views on parental involvement in education. All members of the faculty completed

a survey. Results are indicated in Table 3.

Table 3

Staff Survey Results

Inquiries Agree Agree Disagree Disagree

Number Percent Number Percent

Involvement Influences Positive 23 92% 2 8%

Behavior

Decline in Involvement 25 100% 0 0%

Parent's Attitudes Affect Involvement 25 100% 0 0%

Opportunities for Involvement 20 88% 5 12%

Parents are Well Informed 17 76% 8 24%

It should be noted that the majority of the staff felt very strongly about the direct

correlation between parental involvement and attitudes and student behavior. There were

no responses recorded in the column marked NO OPINION.

The targeted kindergarten students were surveyed prior to the implementation of

the Plan, using the same survey. Table 4 displays these results.
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Table 4

Student Survey Results

Inquiries Initial

Survey Yes

Initial

Survey No

Post Survey

Yes

Post Survey

No

Discuss School With Parents

Read Together At Home

Want Parents Involved

98%

93%

98%

2%

7%

2%

100%

98%

98%

0%

2%

2%

Of particular interest is the rise of positive responses from the targeted

kindergarten students on all inquiries at the conclusion ofthe Action Plan.

The parents of the targeted kindergarten classes were given a survey to complete

the first week of October. Twenty-seven families out of a possible 42 chose to complete

the survey. An identical survey was distributed to each family in the targeted

kindergarten classes following completion of the Action Plan, 33 families completed this

survey. The results of both surveys can be analyzed in Table 5 and 6.

35



30

Table 5

Initial Parent Survey Results

InqUiries 1 2 3 4 5

(least) (greatest)

Feel Welcome at School 4% 15% 44% 7% 30%

Opportunities for Involvement 4% 19% 48% 7% 22%

Frequency of Parent/ Child 0% 33% 37% 15% 15%

Communication

Frequency of Reading to Your 0% 33% 37% 19% 11%

Child

Parent School Experience 15% 37% 22% 11% 15%

Table 6

Post Parent Survey Results

Inquiries 1 2 3 4 5

(least) (greatest)

Feel Welcome at School 0% 0% 10% 45% 45%

Opportunities for Involvement 0% 0% 15% 36% 49%

Frequency of Parent/ Child 0% 0% 0% 3% 97%

Communication

Frequency of Reading to Your 0% 0% 0% 12% 88%

Child
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Parents were also surveyed regarding their feelings toward being adequately

informed about school activities.

The results of the initial survey indicated that 63% of the parents that responded

felt they were adequately informed. Thirty-seven percent felt they were not.

The post survey results indicated that 100% of the parents that responded felt

adequately informed.

During the second week of school, a Parent Interest Inventory was distributed to

the targeted kindergarten parents. Out of the 42 inventories sent out, 28 were returned.

Of those who responded, 57% would be willing to donate time as parent helpers.

Seventy-nine percent offered to supply needed materials for the class and 36% were

willing to make phone calls. Making projects at home sounded favorable to 14% of the

parents who responded and 46% were willing to assist on field trips. In addition to the

surveys received, many other parents indicated a desire to help, but were unable because

of work obligations.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The goal of implementing the Action Plan was to improve the school climate and

strengthen the home-school bond. Based on the presentation and analysis of the data,

parents responded in a positive way when opportunities for communicating, volunteering,

and learning were provided.

During this time an intense effort was made to increase communication. Several

new ideas were implemented to make positive contact between home and school. The

following communication strategies worked well for the targeted kindergarten

classrooms: Information packets, weekly newsletters, a school calendar and welcoming
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sign displayed in the lobby. Many parents responded favorably to the weekly

newsletters, stating that it was a useful tool in discussing daily events with their children.

After viewing the welcoming display in the lobby, many staff members mentioned an

interest and willingness to continue creating future displays.

In order to meet the needs of as many families as possible, numerous and varied

opportunities must be offered. To facilitate the organization ofparent volunteers a

volunteer interest survey was distributed. Upon review of the interest surveys, specific

opportunities for volunteers were offered.

With the help of parent volunteers, it was possible to hold a fall festival after a

two year absence. It is recommended that parent interest surveys be utilized in the future

to develop opportunities correlated to parent strengths.

The final goal of the Action Plan was to assist families in helping their children at

home. Family Reading Nights provided excellent opportunities for parents and children

to engage in learning activities together. Parents expressed appreciation for the

opportunities provided for spending quality time with their children. It was determined

that, in order for future reading nights to be successful, total support of the staff is

needed.

Two kindergarten parent workshops were offered. This event could not be

considered a success. The low attendance at both workshops indicated time constraints

for working parents. It is recommended that when planning future parent workshops,

conducting evening workshops would help to accommodate working parents.

In order to broaden and strengthen parent involvement in education, the

interventions must be enduring and meaningful. The expectations must be clear and
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defined, and the lines of communication must remain open and constant between all

participants. The effect of the Action Plan has been felt only toward the targeted

kindergarten classrooms and their families. In order for such a plan to be most effective,

it should be implemented throughout the entire school population. Parents need to be

valued as an active participant in education and will respond when provided relevant

opportunities.
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PARENT SURVEY

1. ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH THE WELCOME YOU RECEIVED AT THIS SCHOOL?

1 2 3
Dissatisfied Satisfied

4 5

Very Satisfied

2. DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU ARE ADEQUATELY INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS
HAPPENNING AT THIS SCHOOL?

Yes No

3. HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH YOUR OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT IN
THE ACTIVITIES AT THIS SCHOOL?

1

Dissatisfied
2 3

Satisfied
4 5

Very Satisfied

4. HOW OFTEN DO YOU TALK TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENNING AT
SCHOOL?

1

Seldom
2 3 4 5

Occasionally Daily

5. HOW OFTEN DO YOU AND YOUR CHILD READ TOGETHER AT HOME?

2
Seldom

3 4 5

Occasionally Daily

6. HOW WOULD YOU RATE YOUR OWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EXPERIENCE?

1 2 3 4 5
Rather Negative Very Positive

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THIS SURVEY !!!!
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Student Survey

1. Do you talk to your parents
about school? YES NO

2. Do you and your parents read
together at home? YES NO

3. Would you like your parents
to see what you are doing at
school?

4. How do you feel about school?

YES NO

Name
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What Is Expected Of Parents?

Here are some tips to strengthen the home and school bond:

Send your child off to school every morning clean, healthy, rested, suitably dressed,
adequately nourished and in a frame of mind to learn.

Treat school as important. That you are interested in every phase of what your child does
there - and let your child know your interest and concern by listening enthusiastically,
and often, to them and by participating in school activities.

Teach your child to respect and cooperate with the teacher and other students.

Help prepare your child to learn in school by enriching their lives with suitable
experiences, by talking to them, by listening to them, by reading to them, and by loving
them.

Reinforce reasonable standards of conduct at home.

Keep in contact with the school by reading flyers and notes. Call tilt: school if you ever
have any questions.

Handle information given to you about your child with discretion. That you don't
broadcast their faults or brag about their virtues in public.

Support the school in its decisions about homework, safety rules, and discipline.

That you be an interested, informed and intelligent partner with the school in the
education of your child.

Editor's Note: The following article is reprinted from the New Albany Gazette.
Its author is a retired elementary school principal.
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Suggestions For Parents

Create a happy and positive attitude toward school so that the child anticipates with
pleasure his school experiences.

Provide opportunities for the child to develop and carry out their own ideas in their play
and to participate in family group activities, such as daily tasks and responsibilities and
solve problems. Ask, "What could you do?" before giving your answer.

Help the child to realize that they are one in a family group, and that there are times when
others need more attention than they do.

Provide opportunities for your child to play with others their own age.

Explain that the teacher, principal and all adults connected with the school are their
friends. Parents should never threaten children by telling then what the teacher or
principal will do to them when they start school.

Take your child to as many worthwhile places in the community as possible, such as, the
zoo, library, park, airport, farm or concerts.

Discourage "baby talk" and promote independence.

Get acquainted with the teacher. Discuss common problems and work together.
Remember we are both interested in the same thing - your child. It is important for us to
know if your child has any problems, worries, or restrictions.

Read to your child and discuss the pictures in the books. Listen when your child talks,
and answer them in sentences. Encourage your child to speak in sentences rather than a
single word.

Encourage and expect your child to be responsible for their possessions and also their
behavior.
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First Quarter Expectations

READING

E - Can identify 22 or more upper and lower case letters

M - Can identify 7 upper and lower case letters

N - Knows less than 7 upper and lower case letters

Writing

E - Can print first name properly (first letter is a capital, no reversals, and no

Omissions.

M - Can print first name

N - Can not print first name

Math

E = Exceeds expectations
M = Meets expectations
N = Not meeting expectations

E - Can count higher than 25
Can name 3 or more shapes
Can recognize and name more than the numbers 0-5

M - Can count up to 25
Can name 2 basic shapes
Can recognize and name numbers 0-5

N - Can not count to 25
Can not name 2 basic shapes
Can not recognize and name numbers 0-5
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A Little Bit About Myself:

48

Hello, welcome to kindergarten. My name is Kim McClellan and this is my fifth year at

Ridgewood. This is my fourth year teaching kindergarten and I am very excited about the

upcoming year. If you ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call

me or stop by the room. I am looking forward to working with you and your child to

make this a most productive and fun school year.

Class Rules:

The following rules are posted in our class and reviewed daily, please discuss these rules

with your child:

1. Be kind to everyone
2. Be a good listener
3. Keep your hands to yourself
4. Raise your hand
5. Follow directions

I have set up a "stop sign" in the classroom where all of the children's names start every

day on the green light. After two warnings they are moved to the yellow light, where they

lose free time. If they are moved to the red light a note is sent or I will call home. For all

of the students who remain on the green light all week, they will be rewarded with a

special treat on Friday, and free time at the end of each day.
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Our Schedule:
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This is a very tentative schedule, but it gives you an idea of how our day goes:

8:35 - 9:15

9:15 - 9:45

9:45 - 10:15

Attendance/ Lunch Count
Calendar
Daily Message

Language Arts

Restroom Break
Snack Time

10:15 - 10:30 Morning Recess

10:30 - 10:50 Handwriting/ Letter Skills

10:50 - 12:00 Centers

12:00 - 12:30 Lunch

12:30 - 1:00 Afternoon Recess

1:00 - 1:30 Restroom Break
Read Aloud
Rest Time

1:30 - 2:00 Math

2:00 - 2:15 Clean Up

2:15 - 2:45 Gym/ Music

2:55 Dismiss

*** Computer Lab and Library times to be announced ***
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Snack Schedule:

Everyday your child is given a snack. I have enclosed a calendar that shows the day your

child is to bring the snack for the day. Snacks can be cookies, crackers, etc... please do

not send candy. If bringing a snack to school is a problem just let me know.

Lunch:

If your child would like to buy hot lunch they will need to bring $1.15 (this includes
milk). I will collect all money at the start of the day. If your child would like to purchase

lunch tickets for the week they are $5.75.

If your child brings their lunch please put their name on their lunch box or sack. Milk can

be purchased for $.25.

Birthdays:

On your child's birthday you may send a birthday treat to share with the class. As of right

now we have 22 students. We will make a special birthday book for your child to bring
home so be sure to look for this. Also all summer birthdays will be celebrated at the end

of the school year.

Please do not send any birthday invitations to school; it causes too many hard feelings.

Newsletter:

Every Friday I will be sending home a brief weekly newsletter with highlights of the

events at school for that week. Please check your child's book bag for this.

Show and Tell:

We will have a show and tell every Friday morning. Please have your child bring their

item in a bag. Do not send anything breakable.
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Rol% Does Your Child Get Home?

Would you please send me a note stating if your child is a bus rider, walker, or car rider.

Also let me know if your child is to attend the after school program here at Ridgewood.

This helps me so much at the end of the day when the children leave school.

Dismissal:

The kindergarten classes will dismiss at 2:55. We dismiss out of the doors we line up at

in the mornings. Your child will remain in this area until their ride arrives.

Notes for me:

If you need to send me a note please pin it to your child's shirt. They seem to never find

their way out of those book bags.

Volunteers:

I welcome anyone into the classroom. If you would like to volunteer just let me know

when you are available. I am very flexible; I am just fortunate to have the help.

I hope I haven't overwhelmed you with all of this information. If

you have any other questions, please call me at school or stop by
the room. I am looking forward to talking with you.

Mrs. McClellan
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RIDGEWOOD SCHOOL

PARTNERS IN LEARNING

Student * Parent * Teacher * Principal

We know that learning can take place only when there is a combination of effort, interest, and motivation.

This agreement is a promise to work together. Together we can improve teaching and learning.

A GREAT EDUCATION IS OUR GOAL

As a student I pledge to:
Be at school daily, ready to learn.
Try to do my best in my school assignments.
Do homework when I have it, and bring it back to school.

Be respectful to other people, their opinions, their efforts, and their property.

Be responsible for delivering notes to home and to school.

Read and study at home daily.
Work to resolve conflicts in positive ways.

Signature of Student Date

As parent/guardian I pledge to:
See that my child gets to school on time each day, well rested and ready to learn.

Encourage my child to read by reading to my child, by having my child read to me, and reading myself.

Provide a quiet study time at home and encourage good study habits.

Encourage my child's efforts and be aware of what my child is learning.

Provide a library card for my child and visit the library to check out books.
Attend conferences and school functions to find ways to become involved in my child's classroom.

Limit my child's TV viewing and help select and monitor worthwhile programs.

Support the school in its efforts to maintain proper discipline.

Help my child resolve conflicts in positive ways.
Signature of Parent Date

As a teacher I pledge to:
Provide motivating and interesting learning experiences in my classroom.

Explain my expectations, instructional goals and grading system to students and parents.

Communicate and cooperate with each parent to ensure the best education possible for all students.

Provide necessary assistance to parents so that they can help with assignments.

Maintain high expectations for myself, Ridgewood students, and other staff.

Have a positive attitude toward students, parents, curriculum, and change for the good of all.

Find out what techniques and materials work best for the student/ -
Help the student to resolve conflict in positive ways. et a}k'DrtliqSignature of Teacher

As a principal I pledge to:
Ensure a safe, orderly learning environment.
Reinforce the partnership between parent, student, and staff.

Act as instructional leader by supporting teachers in their classrooms.

Empower parents by offering opportunities to become involved in the learning process.

Create a welcoming environment that allows for positive communication between the teacher, parent,

and student.

52

Sign?* of Principal ( Date

)

MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE PROMISE TO HELP EAglEtTHER\tARRY OUT THIS AGREEMENT.
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Parent Interest Inventory

Dear Parent,

It is helpful for me to gather information about my students' parents
for upcoming projects and events. :r value your interests and expertise, and
I encourage you to share talents with us. Please complete the form below
and return it to school as soon as possible. Thanks!

Mrs. Anderson & Mrs. McClellan

Parent Child

I can contribute by

being a parent helper making projects at home

supplying materials going on field trips

making phone calls other
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Affenfion:
Parenfs/Guarciians

of Kindergarten Sfuden-fs

We have scheduled two meetings to share the fun of
learning in Kindergarten! You will receive materials
to make helping your child at home enjoyable for the
whole family!

Wednesday, February 16
and

Monday, March 6
3:15 - 4:15 p.m.

*********************************************
Please complete this section and return it to your child's teacher. Keep
the top portion as a reminder.

I will attend both meetings.
I will not be able to attend.

If you cannot attend these meetings, would you be more willing to attend if the

meetings were held in the evening? YES NO (please circle one)

Child's Name
Parent's Name
Phone

72
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F F stivat
Ridgewood Elementary School
Sat. Oct. itp
3:00 pm 5:00pm

Haunted House, lz.affle,
$ak, &lames,

C-ostunit C.ontst, Food,
and Pumpt:in 6arving
6orftst

Voluntotrs are needed to make
this a fun family dal for our
thiktron. Donations are needed

for tho baKo sal& If you can help
phase cast Sup at 1071-,-02-51 or

Lorrio at -MI 000123. BESTCOPYAVAILABLE



F LL WILY FE TIV a I UPDATE
SATUDAY, OCTOBER 18 3PM TO 5 PM

DONATIONS ARE NEEDED FOR THE BAKE SALE,

2 LITER BOTTLES OF POP FOR THE POP WALK GAME,

AND SMALL CONTAINERS WITH LIDS SUCH AS MARG-

ERINE DISHES, PEANUT CANS, KOOLAID CONTAINERS

FOR THE PUMPKIN CONTEST.

PLEASE RETURN THE BOTTOM SLIP OF PAPER TO
SCHOOL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. DONATIONS OF POP
AND CONTAINERS CAN BE BROUGHT TO THE OFFICE
ANYTIME. BAKE SALE ITEMS CAN BE BROUGHT TO
SCHOOL FRIDAY, OCT. 1 5. THANK YOUIrnitirn

YES, I CAN HELP!

NAME PHONE #

I CAN DONATE 2 LITER(S) OF POP
TO THE BAKE SALE

I CAN WORK THE FESTIVAL 75
GAME RAFFLE FOOD
HAUNTED HOUSE NO PREFERENCE
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Appendix M

Second Family Reading Night Announcement
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58

Ridgewood Family Reading__Night
November 16, 1999 Tuesday, 6:30 8:00

Come to Ridgewood's Annual Storytime . Wear
your pajamas or comfortable clothes. We'll read

and listen to stories and have cookies and milk
before you go home to bed. Special guests will be

here to share their favorite books with you. If
you'd like to join us, please return the slip below to
the office as soon as possible so we can order the

cookies!

Save this top part as a reminder.

Yes, we can come!

How many parents? How many children?

Circle 2 kinds of cookies that you like.

Chocolate peanut sugar oatmeal rn &rn

chip butter raisin

Parent's name
Child(ren)'s name(s)

7 9
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READ ACROSS AMERICA, and GAMILY MIGHT

**Read Across America Day is Thursday, March 2.

Read Act= AtnetieR is a national campaign to encourage

and promote reading and reading activities. One activity to

try is TV Turn-Off Day. Turn off the TV for one day (at

least) and spend the time reading a good book or two, reading

to each other, or telling about your favorite stories.

**Thurs., Mar. 2 is the birthday of Theodore Geise1 (better

known as Dt. S eugs). Students may experience the many

stories he has written as well as eating green eggs and ham for

breakfast. In honor of .geuss, we'll be giving each child a R I I

book of their choice. The student!: may wear 'Suss" or red,

white and blue. A school assembly is planned, and the River

Eanditg' mascot, Rookie Raccoon, will be here to encourage

reading and foining the Rookie Reading Club. Students

will be given a free ticket to the May 7th game and pre-game

parade when they have met their Rookie Racoon reading goal.

**To further celebrate reading there will be a ramify
Reading Might with fun activities and refreshment on

Thursday, March 2 from 8:20 to 0:00.

Only students with an adult will be able to join us for family

AX KIFI4 Kancling le Fundamental >NC
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VIP. Lunch

Bring a very important person to join us for lunch.

Date: February 23rd

Time: 12:00 - 12:30

Place: Ridgewood Cafeteria

Please choose someone special that you would like to have lunch
Awith. This can be a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, special friend
'70 etc. We will meet in the cafeteria. The visitor will need to bring

their own lunch. Because of limited space, please do not bring

toddlers.

iPlease fill out the attached form and return to school no later than

February 11th.

85

Thank You,

Mrs. McClellan
Mrs. Anderson
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62

will bring
Child's name

to eat lunch
Visitor's name

At school on February 23rd from 12:00
to 12:30.

86
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Skating Party Announcement
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Pictures of Skating Party
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Career Day Announcement
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es I am interested in sharing my
occupation with the kindergarten classes,

Name

Occupation

Yes, I am interested in sharing my
occupation with the kindergarten classes.

Name

Occupation
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Kindergarten Weekly News

Week of 0 Cit .b 1I- 'Ih
i...ammuiimmil

11111111

70

*Maas' We started our FaJI -1--heme_, by makini a Its-I-

F -Fag words. We read I /41 A LeitaF We decorated

eaves and humor The on ct. +ree in our classroom.
learned +hat air-des are round withi no sides or points

+wan and made
ruesclay We read Max and P1/44 I in

Fait -Frees wiTh colored squares. Vic did a color by

number leaf pidufe. We learned 4.--kef sit-tales have
q sides +104- arm the same. We ca.* owl- squares -Froo

it4eJnesoloy We- wfmt +0 an a,sseitAly -1-1D ,see,

Puppe+ show about -Fire- learned abou,4

aro =roll 4. abb1.1+ hbw smoke ciejtchis are

Ale. made_ bp/As visift9 ct fire s+Ai-fon We-

tctvnea -f-rim 3 sidts -/-

i'hursdal We read Alkfurrin Pee) Lead Yellow Leac.

We. -Kook a walk = collecfec! Fall i-1-tins. We. Att./cc/ Our
dal( -1--Wints on a, paper Plate. did lea-P rabbi/1gs .

AJt learned .1- rec-t les have- zide.s long
a 2 slibr4-.

rriJaq 7-6day was Show T' lei. kit learned a.
sboi ".11-aluivo Leaves 74fe, Dot,,in" made_

boots 4-o z-lare of hoffle. Ike a_lso made. =
see shapes books Gorth +he_ shapes we learned

`-f-his 10 1 BEST COPYAVAILABLE
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Homework Activity

104



We ore worVi I on le---f-er +his \Afe.ek
n5

To he re.inForce, le+-1-er Aa recoon-r-Fion

please, hOp your child .wri+c fhtriarncs
4-heir .--Fohj.ily members on +he piece of pciper
prov.ided. ,fifer -the, names have been
nave our c_Irato al t of -Hie A-ct

,oun+ A Arde 0d 4/

/115o hove. your chid 3hare
-froni
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ear Parents,

Did You Know?

73

Your child experiences more than a fun time when you read aloud to him or her. As
you read, your child makes the connection between the spoken and written word,
learns new vocabulary, and sees good reading techniques. A great way to demonstrate
good reading techniques as you read aloud is to use "echo reading." Try the following
echo-reading activity, and watch your child go!

How You Can Help
1. Choose a book both you and your child will enjoy.

2. Place your child on your lap or in front of you.

3. Position your mouth directly behind one of his or her ears.

4. Invite your child to read the book aloud with you. As you read, whisper each word
into his or her ear (at a regular reading pace), allowing your child to read aloud and
echo your words.Your child's "echoes" should occur at (or at almost) the same
time as your original reading.

5. Use "echo reading" whenever your child wants to read a difficult or new
book to you.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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