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DESCRIPTORS *Adolescents; Birth Weight; Births to Single Women; Child

Abuse; Child Health; Child Neglect; Child Welfare;
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Parenthood; Elementary Secondary Education; High School
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ABSTRACT

This KIDS COUNT Data Book provides state and county data on
the well-being of Kansas' children. The statistical portrait is based on 22
indicators of well-being: (1) births to single teens; (2) children living in
poverty; (3) children receiving free school meals; (4) children in families
réceiving economic assistance; (5) childhood deaths; (6) infant mortality;
(7) births that received early prenatal care; (8) immunizations; (9) low
birth weight babies; (10) Head Start participation; (11) child care
availability; (12) post-secondary education; (13) high school graduates
receiving post-secondary education; (14) births to mothers with less than a
high school diploma; (15) students graduating high school; (16) foster care;
(17) teen violent deaths; (18) reported child abuse and neglect; (19)
substantiated child abuse and neglect; (20) juvenile court filings; (21)
youth alcochol use; and (22) youth drug use. Following an overview, the first
part of the data book discusses children at risk in Kansas and specific risk
factors that measurably limit children's development and narrow their
opportunity for succeed in life. The bulk of the data book presents
statistics, by county, for each indicator. A state of Kansas profile and
county-by-county statistics conclude the data book. Among the findings,
infant mortality, Head Start participation, teen violent deaths, out-of-home
placements and illicit drug use show improvement; childhood deaths, births
that received early prenatal care, and measures of early childhood care and
education remain relatively stable; and reports of child abuse and neglect,
alcohol use and juvenile court filings, and binge drinking all show
deterioration. (KB)

Reproductlons supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.
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Copyright © 2000, Kansas Action for Children, Inc.

Please feel free to copy all or portions of this report. We welcome its further
dissemination but please acknowledge KANSAS KIDS COUNT, a project of
Kansas Action for Children, in any reproduction, quotation or use.

If you would like additional copies of the 2000 KANSAS KIDS COUNT Data Book,
please send a check for $23.00 plus $2.00 shipping to:

Kansas Action for Children, Inc.

715 SW 10th Street

Topeka, Kansas 66612

(785) 232-0550 Fax: (785) 232-0699
www .kac.org.

Sources for the data used in this book are listed on page 163-164.

These sources remain the final authority regarding the quality and meaning of the data.
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Our Work

Kansas Action for Children is a private, not-for-profit, citizen-based corporation
founded in 1979. We work on behalf of all children to ensure that their physical and

emotional needs are met and that they become healthy and contributing adults.

o We paint the picture of Kansas children by gathering and publicizing
information on child well-being through the Kansas Children’s Report
Card, the KANSAS KIDS COUNT DATA BOOK, and special reports.

e We advance alternatives by developing state policy that is family and
child friendly. Over the years, programs related to early childhood
development, teen pregnancy, preventive health care, citizens review
boards, and services to children in troubled families have stemmed
from our work.

o We build the base of citizen advocacy for children by working with cit-
izens and organizations across the state. We believe that hundreds of
citizens speaking out for children can help create communities that sup-
port families and children.
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