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ABSTRACT

As part of a longitudinal investigation of the effect of
prenatal alcohol exposure on children's cognitive and socioemotional
development, this study examined the role of physical punishment on the
development of children's externalizing behavior. Participating in this phase
were 296 inner-city African-American families with 7-year-olds who had been
assessed in infancy. Each child's caregiver (mother, father, grandmother) was
interviewed regarding child rearing practices, including intellectual
stimulation and strategies used in conflict with the child. Caregivers and
teachers rated behavior problems displayed by the child. Children were tested
in the laboratory for intellectual development. Multiple regression findings
indicated that caregiver reasoning was positively correlated with quality of
intellectual stimulation measured on the HOME Inventoiry and with maternal
verbal competence. Spanking was unrelated to maternal verbal competence and
negatively correlated with the HOME Inventory. Caregiver reasoning, quality
of intellectual stimulation, and maternal verbal competence were positively
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that caregiver reasoning to resolve conflict promotes verbal skills in
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stimulation in the home, but does not influence child behavior. Spanking
seems to promote problems in the relationship with the mother but does not
interfere with verbal intelligence. (KB)
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Frequencies of Conflict Strategies Used by
~ Caregivers

5 Reasoning
80 -
%O
o -
(D R
0. 0 - | o | ‘

0 1-15 16-30 31-45 > 45
o5 Verbal aggression
8 60 - -
T ' i
S
5
& ; , ;

0 1-15 16-30  31-45 > 45

S0 _ Spanking
= 40 -
8%
5 10 -
a o-

0 1-15 16-30 31-45 > 45

Other physical punishment

0 1-15 16-30 31-45 > 45
o Number of times in year

14
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