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The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

Introduction In 1999, the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)
was administered to students in Grades 4, 5, 8, and 10 as
mandated by the Florida Legislature through Section 229.57,
Florida Statutes. The FCAT assessed students’ achievement of
the Sunshine State Standards in reading and mathematics.

FCAT reading and mathematics tests were developed by the
Assessment and Evaluation Services Section of the Florida
Department of Education with the extensive involvement of
classroom teachers, curriculum specialists, administrators, and
citizens from throughout Florida. The Assessment and
Evaluation Services Section administers FCAT annually and is
responsible for reporting information about student proficiency
to students, parents, educators, legislators, and citizens.
Students and their parents or guardians receive individual
student reports; teachers and administrators receive school and
district reports.

The purpose of the State, District, and School Report of Results,
1999 FCAT Administration, Grade 4, is to inform district- and
state-level administrators, legislators, and the general public
about the reading and mathematics assessment results.

Sunshine State In May 1996, the State Board of Education adopted the Sunshine
Standards State Standards—a comprehensive listing of what students
should know and be able to do at various stages of educational
development. These standards include more challenging content
for students to learn than previous state standards and set clear
expectations for student knowledge and skills. FCAT provides
a common basis for measuring Florida student achievement
of the high expectations set by the Sunshine State Standards
in mathematics and reading. Though FCAT does not directly
assess student achievement in the other five subject areas
of the Sunshine State Standards (science, social studies, the arts,
health/physical education, and foreign languages), FCAT test
questions and reading passages use information and topics from
these other subject areas.




Population
Tested

FCAT Questions

Reports of
Scores

The FCAT was administered to fourth grade (reading only), fifth
grade (mathematics only), eighth grade, and tenth grade students
enrolled in Florida’s 67 school districts and the four university
laboratory schools. This report presents the results for the
154,948 fourth grade standard curriculum students who
participated in the assessment.

The results for certain exceptional education students (ESE) and
limited English proficient (LEP) students are reported separately.

FCAT test questions are designed to measure specific Sunshine
State Standards benchmarks for reading and mathematics.
Four types of test questions are used in FCAT: multiple-choice,
gridded-response (mathematics only), short-response, and -
extended-response.

Multiple-choice questions present direct questions or
statements to be completed and four answer choices. These
questions are worth one point each. Students are expected
to spend approximately one minute to answer each multiple-
choice item.

Gridded-response questions are used only on the mathematics
tests and require students to fill in bubbled grids to indicate
their numeric solutions to mathematics problems. These
questions are worth one point each. Students are expected to
spend approximately one-and-a-half minutes to answer each
gridded-response item.

Short-response questions require students to provide answers
in words, diagrams, or numeric solutions. These questions are
worth 2 points each. Partially correct answers are worth 1 point.
Students are expected to take about 5 minutes to respond to each
short-response item.

Extended-response questions require students to draw
pictures, make tables or lists, create graphs, explain solutions

to problems, or answer questions about informative and literary
texts. These questions are worth 4 points each. Partially correct
answers are worth 1, 2, or 3 points. Students are expected to take
about 10-15 minutes to complete each extended-response item.

FCAT test scores are of two types:

FCAT Total Scores. For FCAT mathematics and reading tests
at each grade level, the 1999 student results are reported on
similar total score scales. The lowest possible score is 100; the
highest possible score is 500. The total score represents



Reports of

Achievement
Levels

achievement on an entire reading test or mathematics test.
Eighth and tenth grade students, who take both reading and
mathematics tests, receive separate total scores for each test.

Although the highest and lowest scale scores are the same,

the total scores from the two different tests cannot be directly
compared. A total score of 350 on a mathematics test does not
represent the same level of achievement as a total score of 350
on a reading test; the subject area test scores must be considered
independently.

Mean total scores are reported for districts and the state.

FCAT Subscores. In addition to the total scores, subscores

are reported for each reading and mathematics test. Subscores
indicate a student’s achievement on the five mathematics strands
(Number Sense, Concepts, and Operations; Measurement;
Geometry and Spatial Sense; Algebraic Thinking; and Data
Analysis and Probability) and the two reading reporting
categories (Constructs Meaning from Informational Text and
Constructs Meaning from Literature). Each subscore represents
the percentage of content in that area that the student responded
to correctly.

Mean subscores are reported for districts and the state.

Following the 1998 FCAT administration, groups of educators,
business leaders, and citizens met to identify student
achievement levels that were subsequently approved by the
State Board of Education in November 1998. Achievement
levels were defined separately for FCAT reading and
mathematics tests.

These achievement levels form the basis for reporting student
results from the 1999 FCAT administration. Achievement levels
range from Level 1 (lowest) to Level 5 (highest) and are based
upon a student’s total FCAT reading or mathematics score. The
FCAT achievement levels are described below.



Achievement Levels

Level 5: Performance at this level indicates that the student has
success with the most challenging content of the Sunshine State
Standards. A Level 5 student answers most of the test questions
correctly, including the most challenging questions.

Level 4: Performance at this level indicates that the student has
success with the challenging content of the Sunshine State
Standards. A Level 4 student answers most of the test questions
correctly, but may have only some success with questions that
reflect the most challenging content.

Level 3: Performance at this level indicates that the student has
partial success with the challenging content of the Sunshine
State Standards, but performance is inconsistent. A Level 3
student answers many of the questions correctly, but is generally
less successful with questions that are most challenging.

Level 2: Performance at this level indicates that the student has
limited success with the challenging content of the Sunshine
State Standards.

Level 1: Performance at this level indicates that the student has
little success with the challenging content of the Sunshine State
Standards.

The percents of students scoring at each achievement level are
reported for schools, districts, and the state.
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Percent and Number of Students Scoring at Each Level
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This book is provided to help students learn
more about FCAT so they will be better
prepared for the test when it is given.

Before the end of the school year, students will receive these FCAT Reading scores:
Reading Total Score and Subscores for

¢ Literature
¢ Information

The highest possible Total Score is 500 and the lowest possible score is 100. Subscores represent
the percentage of content that a student responded to successfully in each content area.

Copyright Statement for this Assessment and Evaluation Services Publication

Authorization for reproduction of this document is hereby granted to persons acting in an official capacity within the
State System of Public Education as defined in Section 228.041(1), Florida Statutes. The copyright notice at the bottom of
this page must be included in all copies.

Permission is NOT granted for distribution or reproduction outside the State System of Public Education or for
commercial distribution of the copyrighted materials without written authorization from the Department of Education.
Questions regarding use of these copyrighted materials are to be addressed to:

The Administrator
Assessment and Evaluation Services
Florida Department of Education
Turlington Building, Room 414
325 West Gaines Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400

Copyright 1999

State of Florida
Department of State

o 9899-BAW-0987654321
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What is the Florida
Comprehensive
Assessment Test?

Who takes FCAT?

Is FCAT a difficult test?

Why do students
take FCAT?

What kinds of questions
will be on FCAT?

About FCAT

Questions and answers about the test

The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) is a test designed to

measure benchmarks in the Florida Sunshine State Standards.

Students take FCAT reading tests in Grade 4, mathematics tests in Grade
5, and both reading and mathematics tests in Grades 8 and 10. Only a few
categories of special students will be exempt; all other students must take
FCAT.

FCAT contains questions that are challenging for all students.

Recently, what students in Florida are expected to learn and be able to do
has increased a great deal. The job market of today requires people who
are proficient in advanced mathematics and who can read and construct
meaning from difficult and technical texts. FCAT is being given to
measure achievement of the high-level Sunshine State Standards that are

being taught to and learned by Florida students.

Many of the test questions on FCAT are like those you may have answered
on other classroom or standardized tests. FCAT also includes questions
called “performance tasks.” This book provides examples of the types of
questions that will be on FCAT.

192
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What are performance
tasks?

How many questions will
be on FCAT?

Who scores FCAT?

How can students prepare
for FCAT?

Will student scores be
reported?

Performance tasks require thinking about a question and writing the
answer. Some of these tasks ask for short responses like an equation for a
problem or a description of how a character in a story changes. Other
tasks require longer, more detailed responses such as constructing a graph
or writing a comparison of two passages. Performance tasks are called
“Read, Think, and Explain” questions in reading and “Think, Solve, and

Explain” questions in mathematics.

For FCAT reading tests, there will be about 45 multiple-choice questions
and 10 performance tasks based on 6-7 reading passages.

Multiple-choice answers will be scored electronically. Each answer to a
performance task will be scored by two people trained as professional
evaluators. The final score for an answer will be a combination of both
evaluators’ scores.

This book describes the types of questions used on FCAT. Separate
sample test books include practice questions.

Student scores will be distributed before the end of the school year. Scores
also will be reported for each school, school district, and the state.

r

¢

What are FCAT questions like?

FCAT questions use topics from subject areas such as social
studies, science, health/physical education, the arts, and the

workplace, as well as from reading and mathematics.

Graphic displays and illustrations are used a lot in FCAT.
Graphics give necessary information and also provide pictures
related to the questions. The use of graphics helps create interesting
pages and also helps students grasp information better by giving
them visual clues.

The ability to use thinking and problem-solving skills is
important for success in today’s world. Therefore, FCAT questions
and performance tasks incorporate thinking and problem-solving

skills that match the complexity of the standards being assessed.
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Clues for Taking FCAT

Hints for performing well on FCAT

= A clue

This key symbol appears throughout this book.
It is placed next to clues that will help you do well on FCAT.

Each FCAT reading test has three types of
questions: multiple-choice, short-answer,

and long-answer.

Learn how to answer each kind of question.

Plan to take about 5 minutes for each
short-answer question and 10-15 minutes

for each long-answer question.

7 O= Y%

Read each question carefully and think

about the answer before writing a response.

\\

Answer questions you are sure about first.
If a question seems too hard, skip it and
go back to that question later.

There is no penalty for guessing or for
wrong answers. Therefore, it is best to try
to answer all questions, even if you are not

sure of the correct answer.

Think positively. Some questions may seem
hard, but you may be able to figure out
how to answer if you read the questions

carefully.

7 &= X

Be sure to fill in the answer bubbles
correctly. Do not make any stray marks

around the answer spaces.

€=\t

Relax. Some people get nervous when
taking a test. It’s natural. Just do your best.
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FCAT Reading Tests

Types of Reading Questions

Each FCAT reading test contains two or three literary passages such as

short stories and poems, and four or five informational passages such as
magazine articles and selections from books, with questions about each
passage. Each test contains both short and lengthy passages. The
selections represent different content areas such as mathematics, science,

social studies, language arts, and health and physical education.

Multiple-choice FCAT multiple-choice questions always have four answer choices.

Students should choose the best answer. A correct answer for a multiple-

choice question is worth 1 point.

The FCAT Reading “Read, Think, and Explain” questions include “short-answer” and “long-answer” questions.
For these types of questions (also called “performance tasks”), students must read all parts of the questions

carefully, plan how to answer the questions, and write the answers in their own words.

Short-answer ) This symbol appears next to questions that require short
THINK . . -
EXPLAIN written answers. Use about 5 minutes to answer these
]

questions. A complete and correct answer to each of these
questions is worth 2 points. A partial answer is worth
1 point.

Long-answer This symbol appears next to questions that require longer

written answers. Use about 10-15 minutes to answer these

questions. A complete and correct answer to each of these

"questions is worth 4 points. A partial answer is worth 1, 2,
or 3 points.
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Sample Reading Questions

These questions are samples of multiple-choice, short-answer, and
long-answer questions like those on the reading tests. A sample answer

is included with each sample question.

Sample Multiple-Choice Question

0 Why does Chris sometimes dig up the turtle eggs?

A. tostop dogs from getting them

% B. tomove them away from the tides
C. to help the mother sea turtles find them
D. to make sure people do not step on them

*correct answer

Sample Short-Answer Question

0 amm Read the description by the picture. What might happen to baby turtles
[EUE™ confused by streetlights? Use details and information from the article to
support your answer.

The baby turtles might get confused by the lights,

thinking they are the naturadl light on the ocean water

They might head in the wrong direction and go away

from the water instead of toward it
/ | —

Read the passages and questions very

carefully. Look back at a passage as often
as needed to answer the questions

correctly.
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Read:

Read the passage, then read each question Explain:

carefully. Make sure you understand the Explain your answer clearly in writing.
question before you begin to write your Answer every part of the question. In your
answer. answer, be sure to include details and

information from the passage. Some

students will use all of the lines provided;

others will not. This is okay as long as you

. . rovide a complete response. Use as much
Plan your answer before you begin to write. P P P

. ) of the recommended time as you need.
Make sure you understand the information Y

from the passage that is necessary to answer
the question correctly. Re-read the parts of

the passage that contain important

information.
p— =

Sample Long-Answer Question

Chris patrols the beach during the turtle
nesting season. He checks the nests fo be
sure the eggs are safe. Sometimes he digs

up the eggs and buries them in a safer place.
He protects the eggs from high tides that
might bury the nests and drown the turtles.
He rescues baby turtles that are trapped
under their eggshells. He puts them in the
ocean so dogs can't eat them.

/= \

Check each answer to make sure it is the

best answer for the question asked.
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Reading Content Tested

The Sunshine State Standards set clear expectations of the
reading comprehension processes and skills that students
are expected to be able to apply at Grades 4, 8, and 10.
FCAT reading tests employ a wide variety of written
material to assess students’ reading comprehension as
defined in the Sunshine State Standards. FCAT reading
tests include informational and literary reading passages.
Informational passages are written to provide readers
with factual information. Examples of the types of
informational passages used on FCAT are magazine and
newspaper articles, editorials, and biographies. Literary
passages are written primarily for readers’ enjoyment.
Examples of the types of literary passages used on FCAT
are short stories, poems, folk tales, and selections from
novels. FCAT reading tests for Grade 4 assess the
following reading comprehension skills and processes:

* determining the meaning of words, phrases, and
sentences in the context of a passage

* determining stated or implied main ideas or essential
messages

* identifying the author’s purpose

* recognizing the difference between facts and opinions
* recognizing the use of comparison and contrast

* recognizing cause-and-effect relationships

+ understanding plot development and conflict
resolution

* knowing similarities and differences among characters,
settings, and events

+ reading and organizing information from different
sources for a variety of purposes

* selecting and using a variety of reference materials,
including maps, charts, and photographs, to gather
information for a variety of purposes
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