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1998 FULBRIGHT-HAYS SUMMER SEMINARS ABROAD PROGRAM
China: Tradition and Transformation

Curriculum Projects

Compiled by the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations on behalf of the
United States Department of Education in fulfillment of Fulbright-Hays requirements.
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This is a preliminary curriculum framework for an intended Asian Social Studies
course for High School and Adult students, emphasizing the geopolitical,
historical, and cultural relationship of China with its Asian neighbors. For more
than 3,000 years, along with India, China has been the repository of a continuous
history. This most populous country in the planet has dramatically influenced
western civilization, as well as its Asian neighbors, and continues to do so. A
Social Studies course highlighting the Middle Kingdom will offer students an
innovative approach with which to understand the past, present, and future
realities of Asia. '

The main goal of this course is for learners to acquire an intellectual hold of the
evolvement of Asian peoples, accentuating China. This can be achieved by

~ examining a recounting of past events and culture of the area. Emphasis is placed
on essential political regions, particularly China. Learners should also appraise
the role of China, and of this region, from a global perspective, as well as
encouraged to develop and internalize a worldview that shows understanding,
respect, appreciation, and tolerance towards diverse cultures.

Emphasizing China, the subject matter should include, but not be limited to, the
following: :

Interaction of science and Asian cultures

Contemporary Asian affairs

Origin and course of economic systems and philosophies in Asian societies
Evolution of political systems and philosophies in Asian cultures

Influence of major historical figures and events in Asian history
Geographic-historic and time-space relationships

Rise of Asian civilizations and cultural universals

Development of nationalism as an Asian phenomenon

Use of arbitrary periodization in Asian history

Development of religion and the impact of religious thought on Asian cultures
Review of prehistory of the Asian continent
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IVIENMIED QUTCOANES

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Understand how contemporary Asian civilizations depend upon contributions of past
civilizations.

The student will

o Explain the contributions that ancient Asian civilizations made to contemporary Asia.

o Explain the contributions that the civilizations of classical China and India made to
contemporary Asia.

o Explain the contributions that medieval China and Japan made to contemporary Asia.
o Explain the contributions that Asia has made to the West.
o Explain the contributions that early modern Europe and the European Industrial
Revolution made to contemporary Asia.
2. Explain the significance of geography on the development of Asiatic civilizations and
nation-sates.

The student will

o Explain the importance of rivers and bodies of waters to the development of Asian
civilizations and nation-states.

o Explain the influence of geography on the social and cultural development of Asian
civilizations and nation-states.

o Explain the influence of geography on the economic development of Asian civilizations
and nation-states.

o Explain the influence of geography on the politicél development of Asian civilizations
and nation-states.




3. Compare major individuals, events, and characteristics of historical periods in Asian
history.

The student will

o Compare the contributions and influences of religious leaders (e.g., Buddha, Confucius,
Mohammed, and Lao Tze).

o Compare major political leaders and philosophers from different Asian historical
periods.

0 Compare significant events from various Asian historical periods, emphasizing China.
a Compare the social characteristics of given Asian historical periods, emphasizing China.

o Compare the political characteristics of given Asian historical periods, emphasizing
China. '

0 Compare the economic characteristics of given Asian historical periods, emphasizing

China.

4. Understand current and historic events from the perspective of diverse cultural and
national groups.

The student will
o Given at least one major Asian historical event or issue and an interpretation of that

event or issue, identify the group that held that particular point of view (e.g., the Viet
Nam War: American, Chinese, French, Vietnamese viewpoints).

S. Compare the major Asian cultures, past and present, based on their political and
economic systems, religious and moral beliefs, and socialization processes.
The student will
0 Compare the political systems of classical China and feudal Japan.
o Compare the religious and moral beliefs of Buddhists, Taoists, and Hindus.

o Compare the political, economic, and social systems of India under the Delhi sultanate,
Japan under the Tokugawa Shogunate, and its Chinese counterpart.




6. Explain how major belief systems (political, economic, and social) changed or altered
historical patterns of development on the Asian continent.

The student will

a Given a specific series of political events representing a historical pattern, identify the
pattern and explain the significance.

o Given a specific series of social events representing a historical pattern, identify the
pattern and explain the significance.

o Given a specific series of economic events representing a historical pattern, identify the
pattern and explain the significance.

7. Identify causes and effects of various changes in the historical development of Asia.
The student will

a Explain the causes and effects of given social and intellectual movements (e.g., the
Cultural Revolution, the Meiji Restoration).

o Explain the causes and effects of given religious movements (e.g., the seventh century
expansion of Islam, the growth of Buddhism in China and Japan, and the growth of
Christianity in China and Japan).

a Explain the causes and effects of given examples of colonization and migration (e.g., the
western advance of Huns and Mongols, Russian eastward expansion, Chinese expansion
into Southeast Asia, and Chinese emigration to the Americas).

o Explain the causes and effects of given military conflicts (e.g., the Boxer Rebellion, the
Mongol invasion of Japan, and the U.S. occupation of the Philippines).

a Explain the causes and effects of given examples of economic systems (e.g., capitalism,
communism, mercantilism, and socialism).

8. Understand the interaction of science, society, and technology in hlstoncal
development as it relates to Asian civilizations.

The student will

a Explain how social conditions enhanced or inhibited scientific and technological
development in given periods of Asian history, particularly in China.

o Describe the impact of scientific and technological advances on periods of history,
emphasizing China.
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9. Explain the uniqueness of the people of Asia as a synthesis of geographic, social,
religious, political, and economic factors.

The student will

0 Identify social, economic, political, and religious characteristics most common to Asian
cultures.

o Describe the origins of specific characteristics of given Asian society (e.g., Chinese
dynasties, religion in the Philippines, Japanese education).

0 Describe the aspects of Southeast Asian culture, which are the results of geographic
factors.

10. Utilize appropriate vocabulary, geographical, reference/study, critical thinking, and
decision-making skills.

The student will

0 Define the following vocabulary words peculiar to the study of Asian history: Brhman,
Buddhism, Bushido, caste, Confucianism, concessions, Cultural Revolution, Divine
Right Monarchy, dynasty, extraterritoriality, Hinduism, Kshatriya, Mahabartra,
mandarin, mandate, Hans, Mandate of Heaven, Mikado, samurai, Sanskrit, shah,
Manchukuo, Shintoism, Shogun, Sudra, Tacism, Upanishads, Vaisha, and Vedas.

0 Interpret historical information based upon the legend of a map.

0 Identify the location of the major geographic features and political divisions of the Asian
continent.

0 Distinguish a set of statements as being fact or opinion

0 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.

O Interpret a time line.

0 Read and determine relationships described by line graphs, circle graphs, or tables.

O Interpret the steps of inquiry as: stating the problem, gathering data, developing a
hypothesis, analyzing and evaluating, and reaching a conclusion.

O Recognize that a person’s personal experience and philosophy (frame of reference)
influences their interpretation of historical events.
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EDUCATION IN CHINA: TRADITION AND TRANSITION
Sue Babcock, Missoula, Montana

Slide: Group of Fulbright-Hays seminar participants by statue of Confucius

In the summer 0f 1998, I traveled with 15 other secondary teachers and college
instructors to the People’s Republic of China for a month-long seminar on China. We
visited many sites, heard lectures covering both Chinese history and current problems
facing China, and experienced many aspects of Chinese life and culture. In four of the
cities we visited, we were the guests of the provincial Ministry of Education and had the
opportunity to visit not only with government officials who oversee the educational
system but also with teachers of elementary and secondary schools.

Slides: Map of China, rﬁap of China with an overlay map of the United States

The People’s Republic of China has a population about five times greater than the
United States with about the same amount of land but with considerably less arable land.
Its population density is similar to what it would be in the United States if we moved
everyone east of the Mississippi River and multiplied the population by five. Today
China not only faces problems of a still expanding population but also the problems of
meeting the health, economic, and educational needs of its people with limited resources.

Slide: Chart comparing literacy rates of China and other countries of the world

Education is one of the People’s Republic of China’s greatest achievements even
though its educational system is inadequate by modern standards. Before 1949, more than
80% of the people were illiterate. Today around 25% of the people are. China has more
school age children than the total population of the United States. According to a law
passed in 1986, nine years of schooling is required. Today nearly 100% of urban and
90% of rural children attend primary school which includes grades Kindergarten to grade
5. But fewer attend middle school and fewer still attend high school. Only around two
percent of the Chinese population is attending colleges and universities.

Slide: Confucius

Yet China has a long scholarly tradition mainly the result of the importance of
Confucius. One cannot begin a lecture on education in China without discussing the
importance of this man. “Shall I tell you what knowledge is? It is to know both what one
knows and what one does not know...” Confucius (5517-470?B.C.) was the most
influential and respected philosopher in Chinese history. From the 100s B.C. to the end of
the nineteenth century, his ideas served as the single strongest influence on Chinese
society. His ideas stressed the need to develop moral character, respect for others, and
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responsibility. Confucian values of loyalty and filial piety bonded officials to rulers and
children to parents. They also served to foster the people’s obedience to the state. With
Confucius’ emphasis on respect for authority and public service, it is not surprising that
Chinese governments made Confucius’ teachings the official state philosophy.
Throughout much of Chinese history, the works of Confucius were regarded by the
emperor and his officials as the basis of ethical wisdom and the Confucian Classics
formed the basic curriculum in schools and were central to the state examination system
for government appointments.

Slide: Statue of Confucius at the Confucius Temple in Beijing

In 124 B.C,, the government established the Imperial University to educate future
government officials in Confucian ideals. The university based its teachings on five
books of Confucian thought called the Five Classics. Mastery of the Classics became
proof of moral fitness and the chief sign of a gentleman. By the 700s, during the Sui
dynasty, a set of examinations had been developed at the Imperial level. Success in these
examinations made a person eligible for a position in the government civil service,
Candidates for government jobs had to take a civil service examination based on
Confucian ideas. The examination carried out Confucius’ belief that an enduring state
must be built on the merit of its rulers’ advisers.

Slide: Steles of names of men who passed the Imperial Examination

The individual with the help of a tutor had to work his way through the classics,
memorizing long passages and attempting to interpret the meaning. The examinations
were administered in the capital over a three-day period under strict control. There were
several levels. The level passed determined the eligibility for civil service positions. The
highest level was administered by the emperor. Here are some old steles showing the
names of some of those who passed the examinations. Even passing the exams, and thus
being qualified for government posts, did not guarantee a position. Many successful
graduates spent their lives as tutors or scribes.

Slides: Buildings and grounds of the Confucius Temple and the Imperial College

This temple to Confucius and the Imperial College where the emperor expounded on
the Confucian classics to thousands of kneeling students was built in the 1300s by the
grandson of the Kublia Khan and is the only institution of its kind in China. It was
reopened in 1981 as a museum and is as you can see still being restored.

The exam system assured a steady stream of competent bureaucrats and also a

culturally conservative group of scholars. Material to be mastered emphasized tradition
and was based on memorization not interpretation or application of skills. New
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knowledge and innovation were not rewarded as the concepts of Confucius were the
cultural foundation of Chinese society.

Confucian scholarship produced a rich and demanding intellectual tradition. It was
not supported by a formal educational system or religious institutions. Since the
language of the classics was not the same as the spoken tongue, it was like engaging in
scholarship in a foreign language. Study of the classics provided a shared experience for
the educated elite. They could all speak together in Mandarin Chinese using the same
metaphors and allusions to make their points—similar to the graduates of Oxford and
Cambridge as background for government service.

Slide: European ships with cannons firing nearing a harbor of China

Unfortunately the Confucian world view was limited by its smugness and embodied a
non-inquisitive approach to all that lay outside. These limitations became dramatically
evident once it confronted the dynamic spirit of modern science and technology. Yet it
was the most sophisticated belief system in the ancient world. It made morality a central
feature of government and lessened the tendency to autocratic rule common to ancient
governments, and it brought morality to the political system.

Slides: Opium den; naval battle of the Opium War; Sir Henry Pottinger/Qing, negotiater
of the Treaty of Nanjing, 1842.

The European traders of the 16" and 17" centuries led to problems in China and
humiliation for Chinese people, which resulted in ideological and educational change.
After a losing effort against the British, the Chinese were forced to sign the Treaty of
Nanjing, allowing the British trading privileges and land, the first of many concessions
the Chinese will have to cede to the British and other powers. Within a few decades after
the Opium War (1839-42), the Chinese were experiencing self doubts and debating
whether to incorporate Western technical knowledge to protect what remained of the
Confucian system of values.

Slide: Taiping Rebellion: a drawing of Qing troops retaking Nanjing from the Taiping
rebels, 1864.

The Taiping Rebellion was the beginning in 1849 was the beginning of 25 years of
rebellions that engulfed the Manchu dynasty. The army of peasants was not defeated
until 1864 after over 20 million people had been killed. .

The T’ung-chih Restoration, the effort by the empress to modernize China on
Confucian terms after the Taiping Rebellion, was the last gasp of Chinese conservatism
and afterwards there was no effective defense of the Confucian order. By the end of the
19" century traditional Chinese scholars were on the defensive.
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Slide: Chinese mandarin in the courtyard of his home; Beijing in 1865.

In the 1860s leading officials were arguing the traditional ideals would have to be
replaced by more professional and technical skills. In the next two decades a
fundamental debate began on issues about knowledge that are still plaguing the
Communist leaders. The intellectuals believed that was still possible to distinguish
between basic values (of which the Confucian tradition was the supreme example) and
technology where the West was superior. Some debated about “controlling the
barbarians with their own superior technology” and many advocated that Chinese
students learn Western science to defend Confucian civilization. Yet the debate spread
doubt about the superiority of Confucian knowledge.

Slide: Two Chinese scholars and reform activists

By the 1890s most reformers of government were pressing for an all out adoption of
foreign knowledge in order to protect Chinese culture. In the summer of 1898, they had -
100 days of complete control during which they sought to open the way for a Chinese
constitutional monarchy supported by a modernized government and educational system.
But the reformers went too far and a group of conservatives began to challenge their view
that cultural values and practical knowledge could be separate. They argued that Western
technology could not be separated from Judeo-Christian civilization and Confucian
values depended upon the integrity of all aspects of Chinese civilization. If Western
science and technology were accepted as the basis of the new Chinese education, Chinese
students would soon come to doubt Confucian values and turn to foreign values. They
believed it was better to go down in defeat than to believe that the old could be defended
by adopting elements of the new. Even though the conservative argument was defensive,
it sowed doubts among the reformers causing some to be pessimistic about change in
China. The conflict between values and knowledge became a central ingredient in the
development of Chinese nationalism and particularly in the red (political correctness) and
expert (expertness) problems of Mao.

Slide: Emperor Kuang Hsii; Empress Tz’u His.

In a few generations China experienced the most fundamental intellectual changes that
any soc1ety ever experienced in so short a time. The intellectual changes in the first half
of the 20" century were greater than the West experienced from the 13" to the 20"
century. The Empress Dowager Tz’u His now resisted all attempts to reform. A
reformer who gained the support of the young emperor Kuang Hsii for the 100 days of
reform believed a close adviser to the Empress Dowager Tz’u His had to be assassinated.
The picked assassin told the Empress of the plot and she put the young emperor under
house arrest and executed several reformers.
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Slide: Buildings and grounds of the Summer Palace in Beijing; marble boat.

The resistance to change of the Empress Dowager is perhaps shown by her use of
money earmarked for the modernization of the navy to rebuild the Summer Palace that
had been burned by British troops. On the palace grounds one also can view the marble
boat she had constructed to defiantly symbolize her position on change. (When giving
this presentation to Missoula colleagues. [ would add the story of unexpectedly meeting
Dave Hamilton, a teacher at my high school who is teaching in Taiwan for two years) and
his family )

Slide: Member of the Boxers United in Righteousness, 1900.

In the following years, the incompetence of the reformers and the fiasco of the Boxer
Rebellion encouraged more Chinese to desire change and reformers became
revolutionaries as the spirit of a national self consciousness made them more resentful of
Manchu rule. Their efforts ended the Imperial Examination System in 1906. The
challenge posed by the West and the Western influence in China persuaded more and
more Chinese of the need to reform China’s institutions, including its educational
institutions.

Slide: Student at chalkboard at a missionary school

In the late 19" century the foreign missionaries established the first westernized
schools. At this time China was in turmoil as much of the country was controlled by
regional war lords. Impressed by a new method of education, the Chinese began to
reform their educational system. The first model combined Chinese thought and some
western knowledge.

Slide: Chart of growth of westernized schools from 1905 to 1916

The chart shows the number of students studying at new style, westernized schools.
In 1905, slightly over 100,000 students were studying at the new schools; in 1907, more
than one million; in 1907, 1.5 million. In 1916, there were 4.3 million Chinese students
studying in 129,739 schools and numerous universities founded by foreigners and by the
Chinese.

Slide: Chinese student in San Francisco.

Also large numbers of Chinese students began studying abroad. In 1911, there were
1200 in the United States and Europe and up to 15,000 in Japan. In 1930, there were
2000 in the United Sates and Europe. The rapid turn to modern education reflected their

rejection to Confucianism and desire to incorporate a more modern curriculum.

I
D
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Slide: Fourth of May student demonstration in Beijing, June I919.

In 1919, the intellectual ferment was politicized in the May Fourth Movement which
brought about by the decision of the Allies at the Paris Peace Conference to give Japan
rights in Shantung province which had belonged to Germany. Since China had declared
war on Germany as a result of pressure by the United States, there was a strong feeling
that China had been treated unjustly by Wilson. Three thousand students demonstrated in
Beijing and eventually commandeered trains to Shantung and by mid-May had fomented
a general strike.

Slide: John Dewey

John Dewey in China at the time had inspired intellectuals with his pragmatic focus to
modern education. He and China’s leading philosopher gave constructive leadership to
the student movement. Student unions were established and a number of educational
journals began to be published. The students abandoned their support of the failing
regime of the warlords and the stage was set for the founding of the Kuomintang and the
Communist party. Thus, the Western impact led to the questioning of the legitimacy of
the Quing dynasty but also set in motion feelings of nationalism, which at first were
strongly anti-Confucian and pro-modern but in time became anti-foreign.

Slide: Sun Yat-sen in 1912.

By 1911, the political structure of traditional China had collapsed. After the
overthrow of the Manchu dynasty in 1912, the Kuomintang (Nationalist Party) was unable
to bring order or unification to China. Even though a new system heavily influenced by
John Dewey was put into effect, education was not universal and the political turmoil
adversely affected educational availability and reform.

Slide: Fighting between the Kuomintang and the Communists.

The death of Sun Yat-sen in 1925 resulted in a struggle between the Kuomintang
(Nationalists) and the Communists. China’s civil war will continue until both sides unite
to fight the Japanese in World War IL. It will resume in 1945 ending with the victory of
the Mao Tze-tung and the Communists in 1949. During these years education was
available only to families in urban areas and to families whose children did not have to
work.
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Slides: Peasants pumping water, 1919; Mao as a young man.

Mao Tze-tung, the man who came to shape China for the next 27 years, was born in a
plain house in Hunan Province in central China to a peasant family. As a young man, his
father was obliged to sell his land (about 1/6 of an acre to pay back debts. After some
time in the army, he came back to his village and was gradually able to buy back his land.
He gradually became a “rich” peasant and one who could hire a full-time laborer. He
was always stingy with his family as his overwhelming goal was to become wealthier.
Mao and his siblings worked in the fields beginning at the age of six. From the age of
eight to thirteen, Mao went to the local primary school for part of each day. The teacher
was brutal and often beat the children. There the children were made to learn by heart the
Confucian Four Books and the Five Classics. Mao had a remarkable memory and could
remember all the required passages and he loved to read. '

Slide: Mao as a young man, 1919.

Mao loved fiction but hated Confucius, which his father often quoted to him as he
was being disciplined. (Relate incident of Mao’s rebellion with his father.) When he was
13, he had to leave school and put in a full days’ work on the farm. It was a time of
famine in the province. Mao continued to read books but now books on Chin’s
misfortunes and book that made dire predictions about China’s future. When he was 16,
his father insisted that he be an apprentice in a rice shop. Mao borrowed money from his
relatives and left home to go to a school 13 miles from his home. After only a year he
applied to a secondary school in Changsha. There he read his first newspaper and learned
of the uprising against the Manchus of 1908, which had occurred almost two years earlier.

Slide: Sun Yat-sen with radical students

During this time a small revolutionary society formed by Sun Yat-sen was staging
armed uprisings against the Manchus. Mao had read Sun’s platform and was excited
about his proposals. He decided to join the revolutionary army but will return to school
after Sun was set up as president of the Provisional Government of the Chinese Republic
in Nanjing in 1911.

Mao registered at several schools and was accepted at some but did not enroll. He
spent the next six months reading by himself in the Hunan Provincial Library. During
this time he read the history and literature of Greece, Rome, Russia, France, and
America. He read Adam Smith, Charles Darwin, John Stuart Mill, Rousseau,
Montesquieu, among others. When his father learned that he was not attending school,
he was furious and cut off his funds. Mao was offered free tuition and cheap board at the
Normal School of Hunan. He remained there for five years, graduating in 1917 at the age
of 24. He was often involved in social action which was forbidden but his success in
founding a student union gave him confidence in his leadership skills.
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Slide: Beijing University.

At this time Mao’s revolutionary activity took him to Beijing. Here he roomed with
eight other students in a two-room house. He took a job at the library of the University of
Beijing and experienced some ridicule by the intellectuals there due to his southern
dialect. He continued to read but now the books were ones on liberalism, democratic
reform, and utopian socialism.

Slide: Student demonstration at Tiananmen Square, 1919.

The May Fourth Movement, an anti-imperialist campaign that broke out after the
Versailles Treaty granted Germany’s holdings in China to Japan, marked the turning
point in the revolution. Mao joined a society for the study of Marxism and during the
winter of 1920-21, he read the “Communist Manifesto.” By the spring of 1922, Mao
considered himself a Marxist and devoted more and more time to revolutionary activities.

Slide: Building where the Communist Party was founded in Shanghai; mountain pass
crossing during the Long March; People’s Liberation Army entering Nanjing in 1949.

During the next two decades, Mao worked for the Communist Party being involved in
their ideological disputes and in their fighting for survival with the Nationalists.
Eventually the weakened Communist Party escaped to the interior of China to avoid
being killed by the Nationalist forces dedicated to their annihilation. It is during the Long
March that Mao emerged as the leader of the Communists, a position he held as the
Communist forces fought the Japanese and later the Nationalists.

Slide: Mao proclaiming victory at Tiananmen Square, 1949.

In 1949, Mao proclaimed victory over the Nationalists with the now famous statement,
“China has stood up.” “China...will heal the wounds of war, and build a new, powerful
people’s republic worth of the name.” The pressures for change introduced by the West
combines with long-standing grievance of the laboring poor had formed an explosive
mixture that Mao had used to change peasant anger to revolution.

Slide: Man lying on a street in Shanghai; woman and child begging in Shanghai.

When the Communists came to power, they faced enormous problems. After years of
foreign domination, foreign invasion, and civil strife, the country was in chaos. The
country had been ravaged by war and its people faced starvation. The economy was in
shambles. Agricultural production had been disrupted by warfare and by the struggle to
redistribute the land which had occurred in the Communist-held areas before 1949. The
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urban economy was stagnant and money had become worthless as policies of the
Nationalist government had led to uncontrolled inflation.

Poverty, ignorance and disease were endemic. Sanitation had broken down and
disease was rampant. Malnutrition affected more than half the population. Opium
addiction and venereal disease, a legacy of foreign imperialism, were major problems.
Criminal activity flourished during the years of political degeneration. The task of
reconstruction was complicated for the Communists by the fact that in two decades of
struggle with the Nationalists they had never controlled a major city. Now they were the
largest nation in the world.

Slide: Mao with Chou EnLai.

They undertook massive changes and their early successes were remarkable. By the
end of 1952, they had carried out land reform and increased agricultural production to
previous unattained levels, ended inflation, reactivated industry, initiated highly
successful campaigns to wipe out diseases, brought crime under control, and virtually
eliminated prostitution, venereal disease and opium addiction. All this was accomplished
through a combination of force, persuasion, and the cooperation of millions who
welcomed the restoration of peace and productivity. Certainly all problems were not
solved and Sinologists will often disagree about the effectiveness of various economic
methods, the justice of social reforms, and the ethics of the political system.

Still today the goals of providing a quality education to all and of ending illiteracy
have not been completely fulfilled. In 1949 as part of the effort to end illiteracy, the
government allowed only a few thousand of the more than 50,000 Chinese characters to
be used in printing newspapers, government documents, and educational materials. Since
generally two characters are used to form a word, a few thousand characters provide for a
rich vocabulary. They also decreed that everyone would speak the same dialect. Before
people living a few miles away often needed a translator. Mandarin (a northern dialect)
was chosen to be standard Chinese. But the reality was that in the countryside, it was .
difficult to find teachers capable of speaking Mandarin so often people continued to use
their own dialect. Yet most schools were taught in Mandarin and headway was made
until the more liberal policies of the 1980s and 1990s.

In education, Mao called for educating the masses by combining practical and
theoretical work. The Communists called for the immediate elimination of Western
educational practices and the introduction of Russian procedures and textbooks. They
distrusted “bourgeois” learning and wanted proletarian education. In the early 1950s, this
meant that students had to display correct political enthusiasm and study ideologically
oriented subjects.



Slide: Mao with party cadres

In 1957 when Mao initiated the Hundred Flowers campaign, which encouraged people
(especially intellectuals) to criticize the government, he and other leaders believed that
the intellectual community had been won over to proletarian thinking. Mao thought the
results would be constructive. When the campaign turned out to be critical and divisive,
Mao turned on the educational establishment and this gave vent to deep-seated anti-
intellectual sentiments. He stressed the need for educating only the “revolutionary
classes” and rejecting “bourgeois” education.

Slide: group in Tiananmen Square during the Hundred Flowers Campaign

The outcome of the Hundred Flowers Campaign shocked Mao and reinforced his
distrust of intellectuals. It also brought to the fore the old dilemmas that dominated
educational policy in the People’s Republic of China. There have been three major
issues: | a belief that there is an inherent conflict between political loyalty and
intellectual and technological skills; 2. an awareness that academic competition tends to
work against the lower classes which are to benefit from the revolution; and 3. the
serious problem of inadequate opportunities for getting an education and finding
appropriate employment afterwards.

Slide: Communist Party study session

The intellectual challenge to the government also brought to the fore what
Communists call the “red and expert” problem. In China as in other Communist
countries increasing intellectual sophistication caused skepticism with the ideological
indoctrination. Students busy with their work find Party study sessions a waste of time.
Party officials and especially cadres were less educated than students. Cadres felt the
students and the university communities had lost touch with workers and peasants and
were trying to become an elite like the Confucian mandarin class. The Communist view
was that people should become equally ideologically committed and technologically
skilled. Professors argued that the more expert the less time they had for “redness”. The
leaders did not sanction such a position but reduced the ideological demands.

Slide: Elementary school students in Beijing

The frustrating irony for the Communists was that after the revolution, the children of
families of a “bourgeois” background gained more and more places in colleges and
universities. The competition for the limited places grew intense as population growth
had far exceeded college expansion and families with an educational tradition won out
over the culturally disadvantaged.
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The Communists were also troubled by the choice between quality education for
modernization and mass education for equality. They could not do both. After the
revolution, the central government had taken over responsibility for higher and
technological education and left primary and secondary education to the local authorities
who lacked funds to provide adequate primary schooling. The central government was
concerned but lacked funds to help.

Slide: Chou EnLai with peasants

Yet the central government continued to guide policy. Their most important concept
was the “part work, part school” schools which was supposed to capture Mao’s ideal of
combining practical and academic work. But in practice this allowed rural areas to feel
they were providing appropriate education by allowing children to attend part-time,
informal one-room schools while also working in the fields during busy period. Thus, the
chance that an ambitious and bright rural child such as Mao could leave home to attend
inexpensive boarding schools largely disappeared under the Communists. Peasant
children who got their education in the rural setting generally were not able to get
examination scores qualifying them to attend urban secondary schools.

From 1955 to 1958, there was a considerable expansion of primary schools but not in
the quality of education—more getting an education, but fewer being able to qualify for
the competitive secondary schools.

Slide: Commune during the Great Leap Forward

During the Great Leap Forward from 1959 to 1960, 22 million more students were
enrolled in primary schools but all schools were supported by the local communes and
most disappeared when the agricultural disaster struck. Inthe 1960s, the trend was back
to favoring quality education and between 1960 and 1970 almost no schools were built in
China even though population growth had dramatically increased the number of school
children.

Slide: Beijing University

This was a difficult problem for Mao as the growth of the numbers and the limited
number of openings created a deep disappointment and frustration among those who were
not able to continue their education. Yet by 1962 the universities and secondary schools
were producing more graduates than the economy could absorb. Students who thought
they would be reconstructing China soon became part of the Countryside Campaign.

This campaign sent millions of ambitious young people into the countryside to revive the
backward parts of China but this led to more student restlessness. This convinced both
leaders and students that something was radically wrong with the educational system and
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the economy. The stage was set for the Cultural Revolution and Mao’s attack on the
bourgeois character of the educational system.

Slide: Mao and Communist leaders; Mao with peasants.

In the mid-1960s, Mao claimed that the new generation having never experienced
revolution lacked revolutionary fervor. He proclaimed that educators and students had
become increasingly isolated from the peasants where the revolution had been born. In
1965, Mao claimed that none of the major objectives of education (educating the masses,
combining practical and theoretical work, and putting politics in command of knowledge)
he had sought in 1949 had been achieved. Mao accused the system discriminated against
poor families due to the examinations and practical education had taken a back seat to
scholarship and abstract knowledge.

Slide: A group of people looking at a wall with sayings during the Cultural Revolution

In an effort to revitalize the revolutionary spirit of the people and to eliminate the
growing class distinctions, Mao began the Cultural Revolution. The Cultural Revolution
was more than a political power struggle for it was fundamentally a revolution in values
and attitudes. Mao sought to implant more deeply a new consciousness in the Chinese
people, a consciousness informed by genuinely socialist values that were to be practiced
now rather than to be only rhetoric for a never-to-be-realized future. Mao announced an
ideology of “service to the people” that called for dedication, self-sacrifice, selflessness,
self-reliance, and struggle.

Slide: Little Red Book of Mao’s Quotations

At this time there was a huge growth in publication, distribution and serious reading
by vast numbers of the Chinese population. Aside from the relevant passages in the Little
Red Book of Mao’s quotations, the articles that best exemplified this ideological thrust
were the “three most constantly read articles” of the Cultural Revolution. They are
“Serve the People,” “Remember Norman Bethune,” and “The Foolish Old Man Who
Removed the Mountains,” all written by Mao at various times. Bethune was a Canadian
medical doctor who had given his life while selflessly ministering to the wounded and ill
among the Chinese Communists during World War II. The last article was a story of
persistence in the face of impossible obstacles. Other more recent heroes, who had lived
virtuous and selfless lives some even going to their death in the service of their country,
were given intensive national publicity. There were also institutional models such as the
workers of the Taching oil field in Manchuria and agriculture was to follow the example
of the Tachai production brigade in Shansi.

These new values were not left exclusively to the use of campaign, propaganda, or
discussion but they were to be insured by necessary changes in the institutions and
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practices of society. Thus there were sweeping changes implemented in the educational
system and in the Party and government bureaucracies.

Slide: Laborers in Heilong Jiang province during the Cultural Revolution.

Central government offices reduced their staffs and many Beijing officials were
transferred to the countryside. Others were sent to the now famous May Seventh cadre
schools. Here professionals and administrative cadres were encouraged to study and
practice their own professional pursuits and “to raise levels of education and to engage in
agriculture and side occupations, to run small or medium-sized factories, to participate in
mass work and in the struggles to criticize and repudiate the bourgeoisie.” The schools
were built from scratch, usually in very hard or marginal countryside terrain. They were
built by the “students” and with the help of the peasants, they became largely self-
sufficient. They often went on to build small factories to manufacture products needed in
the local economy. The student also spent some of their day in political study.

The entire educational system underwent a revolutionary restructuring. The Ministry
of Education was abolished. In its place a new ministry would come into being and
which only formulated policy and guidelines. The devising.of textbooks and much of the
curriculum was left to the provinces. Even at the local level there was latitude allowing
for experimentation. They also did all hiring and firing.

Slide: Red Guard students and other rallying in Beijing during the Cultural Revolution;
Red Guard students parading a person in a dunce hat.

The Cultural Revolution closed down the entire educational system and from 1966 to
1970 there was a complete paralysis. Universities were closed and many former students
wandered the countryside at times as part of student revolutionary groups such as the Red
Guards, who became self-appointed censors and harassers of rich peasants, former
capitalists, people with foreign sympathies, etc.

Slide: Students working in the field during the Cultural Revolution, Nanning, 1965.

Some students and teachers were assigned to work in rice fields or on road gangs.
When universities reopened, admission was no longer based on examination but on
recommendations. Changes favored the egalitarian and anti-intellectual beliefs of Mao.
In the 1970s primary and middle schools merged into only six years rather than nine
years. There were no examinations and schools emphasized basic skills and political
instruction. Fewer in both urban and rural areas went on to secondary schools.

No longer did students proceed automatically from middle school to college. There

was a two or three-year break during which all students engaged in some form of
productive labor in factories or on the farm. In order to be admitted into college or
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university, the prospective student had to be selected by his work group on the basis of
his political and work attitudes as much as his academic qualifications. This resulted in a
dramatically changed social composition among students in higher education. Before the
sons and daughters of the officials and the “bourgeoisie” had a real advantage, such
children were not limited to a small percentage quota. The bulk of the students came
from the ranks of the worker and peasant families. When Beijing University reopened in
the fall of 1970, 90% of the 2500 students were from poor families of workers and
peasants and the rest were children of cadres.

Slide: Beijing Normal University

University instruction was shortened and regular productive labor either by work in
school workshops or in a local factory or a commune was part of the new routine. The
curriculum called for two or three years of work. The emphasis was often on narrow
technical subjects. The universities were to become directly involve in economic and
technological affairs instead of research laboratories. Factories were encouraged to set
up schools and students at these factory-colleges received on the job training which
attending classes on technological and political subjects. This followed Mao’s goal to
break down the distinction between practical and theoretical knowledge. After the
Cultural Revolution was over, education was in shambles and it would be another decade
before it would regain its lost ground. It also had devastating effects on China’s
economy.

Slide: Mao’s mausoleum with a long line of people wanting to enter.

In 1976 both Chou EnLai and Mao died, ending an era of Chinese history. There was
a great outpouring of grief and a demonstration that had to be forcibly ended with the
death of Chou EnLai. But Mao’s death later that year was quiet by comparison. It was
followed by the trial of the “Gang of Four” and the emergence of Deng Xiao Ping as the
new leaders.

Slide: Deng with Mao (a picture from Newsweek with headline, “The Politician and the
Pragamatist”

In 1976, a change took place when Deng Xiao Ping began the “Open Door Policy,”
which ended the Cultural Revolution. He is most known for his economic reform which
returned land to the peasants and allowed for “free enterprise” zones and the privatization
of many businesses. In education, the admission examination system was reinstated and
new schools were opened. Many students who had been denied a university education
wanted the chance to be admitted. Some students had kept up with their studies and were
allowed to take the exam in only a few months. Others had to study for years. This
resulted in a large number of students taking the entrance exams in several years
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following 1978. This made competition stiff and only two percent of the applicants were
admitted to universities compared to sic percent today.

Slide: Deng

Before 1979 there was a considerable amount of political values taught. When the
schools reopened in the early 1970s, they had an incomplete curriculum which
emphasized political thought, especially Mao thought. In 1979 Deng reversed this and
most political teaching was ignored as teachers worked to prepare students for exams.
However, with the 1989 Tiananmen Square demonstrations, some returned as liberal
policies and too little political study was blamed. Lecturers on our tour claimed that
many teachers today are confused as to what values should be taught and there appears to
be a great diversity in what is termed value education.

Slide: University professor of Beijing Normal University, his wife, and daughter

This professor at Beijing Normal University and his wife worked in the countryside
for three years during the Cultural Revolution. He was one of the first students to pass
the university entrance examination when they were reinstated in 1978.

Slide: Deng and his wife

Under Deng, intellectuals recovered a measure they lost during the Mao era and are
respected because of the contribution they can make to China’s effort to modernize.
They are allowed some respect to their ideas but this does not extend into the realm of
political ideas. They have not reached the preeminent position of the Mandarin scholars
for in today’s China that position is occupied by the entrepreneurs.

Slide: Demonstrators at Tiananmen Square, 1989.

Although Deng was in favor of economic and educational reform, he remained a
person who believed in strict authoritarian control. He brutally put down the
demonstrations for democratic reform in 1989 and never recanted from that position.

Slides: Newsweek cover “Chine after Deng, March 3, 1997; Jiang Zemin.

Deng’s death in 1997 saw the rise of Jiang Zemin, an engineer from Shanghai, as the
leader of China. He will oversee more changes in China including more privatization of
industry and extensive cutbacks in the governmental bureaucracy, including the Ministry
of Education.




Slide: University students at graduation at Beijing Normal University, chart of school
enrollment in China and the United States

China’s schools have an enrollment of nearly 300 million students. In 1986, the
People’s Congress passed the Universal and Compulsory Education Law, which

-mandated all children to receive nine years of schooling. This requires six years of

elementary school and three years of middle school. These schools are funded by the
state—national government and local governments but recently some require the payment
of fees.

Slide: Indoor and outdoor pictures of the nursery school attached to Beijing Normal
University

A child’s education begins with nursery school, which are widely available in urban
areas but less in rural areas. Here is one such school attached to Beijing Normal
University. It is definitely one of the best in China with impressive rooms, educational
materials, and educational toys.

Slide: Pictures of students in classrooms of the elementary school attached to Beijing
Normal University

Elementary school begins at the age of six and goes through six grades. The
government claims that 97% of Chinese students attend elementary school but for many
peasants especially in remote areas the schooling stops here as the children are needed in
the fields. The goal of requiring nine years of schooling seems to have been reached in
the cities but in rural areas, it is incomplete. In the most remote areas that serve few
students, “teaching centers” have been set up. They are generally one-room schools that
may be a two-hour walk for the student. Long distance learning is available in some
remote regions. but under 75% are enrolled in the middle schools of which 5% drop out
before completing the three years.

Most children attend neighborhood schools but there are “key schools” in most cities
where most of the places are filled by competitive examination. It is here or in schools
known to be better schools where one can find corruption of the process as children of
party officials or wealthier people successfully can obtain places for their children at the
best schools.

Nicholas Kristof related an incident in his book China Wakes. In Beijing an ex-
ambassador tried to get his grandson in one of the best elementary schools in Beijing. He
got a friend to pose as an aunt and say that the boy was living with her. School
administrators were obliged to take him, but these obligations often go ignored. The
principal demanded a fee of about $400. When the ex-ambassador said that he could not
afford such a fee, the principal suggested be donate a van to the school and he agreed.

On the first day of school he arrived with his grandson stating that the van was scheduled
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to arrive in a week. The principal would not admit the child. This school could afford to
be forceful as it was overwhelmed by other bribes. The ambassador related that on one
occasion when he was negotiating with the principal, he encountered a delegation from a
cashmeer factory. The factory paid $4000. And gave a sweater to each teacher to get ten
students enrolled.

Slide: Middle school student in Tiananmen Square.

. Secondary education includes lower middle schools (grades seven through nine).
Around 75% or over 80% (depending on whose figures) of students attend lower middle
school with at least 5% dropping out before completion of the three years. Classes are
close to fifty and the students stay together for all their classes during the three years.

Slide: High school building in Shanghai; male students playing basketball

Upper middle school or senior high school consists of grades ten to twelve. Admission
to upper middle schools (also called senior high schools) is based on examinations.
Forty-two percent of China’s children attend high school. A figure much higher in urban
than in rural areas. Before the 1980s there were only secondary schools that prepared
students for the university entrance examination. Today there are two types of secondary
schools. Based on their scores and their preferences, students are assigned to either
academic or vocational high schools.

Slide: students in a classroom in a academic secondary in Shanghai

The academic high schools prepare students for the university entrance examination.
In both middle and high school, students have three components to their education:
compulsory courses, electives, and extracurricular courses. They must take math,
Chinese, English, and history. Hours devoted to the courses vary and schools such as
those in Shanghai may require more writing that schools in other provinces or cities.

Slide: Students at Shanghai senior high school (upper middle school)

According to Kristof, the pupils at the best Shanghai high schools are in class from 8:00
A.M. until about 4:30 P.M., sometimes doing another round of evening classes. They do
a couple hours of homework each night. They take Saturday afternoons off, but Sundays
are often devoted to “Olympic Schools”—special schools set up to advanced courses in
chemistry, physics, etc.

These students in the slide are in school in the summer for the purpose of becoming
better speakers of English. A Chinese-American and her son have traveled from
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California to give these students a three-week class as many of them are planning to
attend school in the United States in the fall and others are hoping to attend in the future.

One of Kristof’s more interesting experiences was interviewing high school students
applying to Harvard College. The caliber of the students, all of them from large cities,
particularly Shanghai, was “stunning.” According to Kristof, “You could fill Harvard’s
entire freshman class with kids from Shanghai and probably raise the intellectual level of
the student body.”

Slide: Students in vocational training

The secondary vocational schools now serve as an alternative to the academic high
school. Since most students will not be admitted to a university because they will not
pass the exam (and some will not even if they do), these schools were set up so students
will graduate with some employable skills. The students have a choice of a variety of
specialized schools. Admission is based on test scores. The students with the best scores
will probably choose an academic high school. Others are matched with schools based
on their interest and their scores. The government hopes to attract at least 50% of
students who complete middle school to these vocational schools. This has not always
been easy as many of the schools have been of poor quality. The government has looked
to Germany for assistance in the setting up of some of these schools.

In the rural areas a program has been set up that grew out of the 1985 UNESCO
conference. It recommended that the curriculum should be adapted to allow more
teaching of local geography, economy, and customs, along with instruction on manual
skills and health. These schools teach production techniques with extracurricular
activities that encourage the application of new agricultural technology.

Slide: Beijing Normal Experiential School

China has adopted the neighborhood school model and students are assigned a school
based on where they live. As mentioned, special schools called Key Schools admit
students on the basis of test scores. These tests are taken after elementary school and at
the end of middle school. The schools are academically rigorous and give the student the
best chance to gain university entrance. Each province has at least one key university. To
get admitted, one has to have a high score on the national examination. In the year 2000,
100 key universities will receive priority support. The intention is to make them world
class universities.

30



Slide: China Daily with lead article “Students Sweat Over Exam” July 8, 1998 and
“Children Carry Parents’ Hopes” July 13, 1998.

Making post-secondary education more available has been a priority since the
economic reforms beginning in 1978. However, there are fewer than three million places
in colleges and universities for the nearly 70 million students of college age. Most of the
colleges and universities are four-year institutions with students admitted on the basis of
a national competitive examination. It is given over a three-day period in July after their
high school graduation. About five percent high school graduates pass the exam, but less
than two percent are admitted the colleges and universities. Today there is increasing
pressure on students especially those who are only children as parents and grandparents
anxiously the results. They often are waiting outside exam centers with food and treats
for their children during the breaks.

Based on the results of the exam, a student is placed in a university. The student’s
scores and interests are taken into consideration. The students with the best scores are
admitted to the best universities. Students are assigned a major field of study and take
courses in their assigned department. Beginning in 1982, universities were accredited to
admit graduate students. There are now 150,000 graduate students. '

Many graduates are cynical as the government no longer guarantees a government job
upon graduation. They are generally subsidized for two years (often doing research).
Those who do obtain jobs in the state sector are now often getting less than those working
for the private or joint enterprises. This may make it difficult for the government to
attract qualified employees. They may also make less than those working in small
businesses. A person selling noodle soup on the street may do better than a college
graduate. Often these workers work long hours and have more than one job to earn their
money but those employed by the government or by joint enterprises do not have the time
for secondary jobs.

Slide: Chinese student at the University of Washington

China now has more students attending American universities than any other nation.
From 1979 to 1989, 70,000 Chinese students were sent to the United States for a
university education and thousands more to Europe and Japan as Chinese universities can '
take only a small fraction of high school graduates and until the late 1980s, there was no
graduate training. Those who left were expected to return to establish graduate education
or provide new expertise in their professions.

However, those who have returned have often not been promoted as less educated
seniors jealously guard their positions and ignore the mandate of the central authorities to
promote the returned students. Often there are not jobs available to fit their new skills.
Pictured is our tour guide from the Ministry of Education. She earned a graduate degree
in Sociology in the United States but there are no jobs in her field and her English
speaking skills are needed by the Ministry of Education.
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The returning students often bring back the values of liberal democratic societies. The
Chinese leadership saw this as a threat in the demonstrations in 1986 and 1989 and blamed
the demonstrations on the opening the West and on the education of Chinese students
abroad. Yet the return rate is low, only 33% using government figures. According to
Stanley Rosen, professor at the University of Southern California and well known
Sinologist, the figure is under 10%, but the Chinese government is not overly concerned
as there are not the jobs available to employ the returning students. Yet China will
continue to lack a crucial ingredient for modernization.

Slide: Tour guide in Beijing.

The flow of Chinese students abroad continues even though there are today more
hurdles. Students who received a university education in China must now work at least
five years before they go abroad for graduate study. Our tour guide did spend one
semester in the United States. She is a graduate in chemistry but cannot find a job in her -
field. She would like to study again in the United States. But under the new rules, she
does not work for five or six years first, she must repay the government for her university
education that she received at state expense. She does not want to wait, but it is
impossible for her to reimburse the government. Yet this has not stemmed the flow as
the accumulation of wealth has made it possible to repay what was once a huge debt.

Slide: Chart on Spending on Education in China and the United States

The Chinese government spends 15% of total government spending on education.
The figure is the same for the United States. Yet China spends less than half of what the
United States does and its spending is also below many developing countries.

Slide: China Daily article on the positive aspects of charging fees showing that it is a
way to bring about student responsibility.

Primary and secondary schools are tuition-free for urban residents as the local
governments or at times large state-owned enterprises pay the costs. Parents pay for
books and school supplies. Rural schools charge tuition since their school budget comes
mainly from tuition receipts with only some supplementary funding from the local
governments.

Slides: Students at BNU in classrooms, students at BNU on campus grounds

After 1992, university education was no longer free to the student. Students are now
charged tuition that varies by the school and the discipline, the average being
approximately $250 a year. Tuition is less in areas to which the government wants to
attract students. Scholarships are given out on a system based on financial need and
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academic achievement. These students at Beijing Normal University, the top teachers’
college, along with students at other teachers’ colleges pay no tuition.

Since 1987, a movement is underway to allow some students to be “self-supporting”
students, meaning students who pay the full cost of their education. These students are
those who had good academic records but did not score well on the exams. This group
also includes students who are interested in majors that are offered only to self-
supporting students and students who want to study abroad. In the fall of 1992, about
1,100 students who passed the national examination were allowed to attend a university
paying the full cost. '

Universities are operated by the central government and by provincial and municipal
governments. Funding for national “key schools” comes directly from the State
Education Commission, for other colleges and universities funding comes from the
government that operates them. Government funding no longer supports the operating
costs of colleges and universities, which have been encouraged to devise other income-
producing strategies.

Universities obtain extra income by admitting students who failed the national
qualifying examination but whose families will pay a special high tuition for their
education. Most colleges and universities have established collective enterprises, which
include small factories to consulting companies, and some schools lease out space for
shops and restaurants.

Slide: New building at Xi’an University

A Chinese-American contributed the money to build this new facility at Xi’an
University. The most recent education act passed by the National People’s Congress
allows for the establishment of private schools at all levels. A few now exist due to funds
contributed by overseas Chinese. Tuition at these schools can be as high as $3000 per
year.

Slide: Middle school student at Tianamen Square

China has adopted a uniform curriculum. In both middle and high schools, students
have three components to the education: compulsory courses, electives, and
extracurricular courses. Compulsory courses include math, Chinese, English, and
history. Hours devoted to the various courses vary. Also five hours a week might be
devoted to math, not necessarily once a day for five days. Electives include courses like
cooking, sewing, typing, minor equipment repairs, etc.

The current version of the national curriculum is fairly restrictive at the primary and

_secondary levels and stresses basic skills. Methods of instruction rely on rote

memorization and in-class recitation. Students gain excellent memory skills but weak
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creative and anlytical skills. English language instruction is now almost universal in
lower middle schools and at the primary level for student at the best urban schools. The
student in the slide is a student I met in Tiananmen Square. She was from a rural area
and struggled to converse with me. I was impressed with her ability.

In Kristof’s travels in China, he was struck by the government’s determination to
teach English to all young people in the country. He feels in many ways it is a foolish
decision for peasants in remote villages who may never see foreigners to learn English.
He was struck that in remote mountain village schools which might lack electricity,
desks, and glass windows, they often have an English teacher. They often do not speak
English and have little training. He relates how an English teacher had difficulty
speaking and could not understand some simple questions, but she had bought a radio on
her meager salary and wakes at 5:00 A.M. to listen to the English-language news from
Beijing. He left the school impressed that every Chinese school made English a
mandatory subject beginning in the seventh grade. .

The curriculum at universities and colleges is also set by the national government but
allows for most local flexibility. In 1992 a government mandate, aimed at helping the
country prepare to compete in the global economy, required undergraduates to take
special classes in English and pass an examination to receive degrees for the top
universities.

Slide: Teacher at a high school in Shanghai.

Teacher training has been a problem for China as it is still feeling the effects of the
shutdown of schools during the Cultural Revolution. When education was again
emphasized in the 1980s, there were not enough trained teachers to fill the open positions.
People were assigned to posts with limited training. Even today, one can teach preschool
or primary school with only a degree from a secondary high school although one is
supposed to also attend three years at a teacher’s vocational school. To teach secondary
school, one has to study for two or three years at a teacher’s college. Teacher’s
universities, such as Beijing Normal University, train teachers for the teacher’s colleges
as well as their own institutions. Most university teachers were trained in the universities
in which they teach. For example, 40% or the graduates of BNU teach a treacher training
colleges and 60% teach at other institutes.

Slide: rural village homes

Schools in major cities are successful in finding enough teachers but this is not true in
many rural areas. The pay is often low. Kristof relates several examples of teachers not
being paid for months and teaching under extremely poor conditions—no electricity, no
plumbing, no heat. Some are embarrassed that they must ask their parents for money
after they have just finished helping them through college. Some efforts are being made
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in this area as local students are encouraged to become teachers and local people with
expertise are used to teach classes on local topics such as crop management.

China may face the “brain drain” problem in staffing its schools in the future. As
graduates have more choice in what they do and where they go, many are worried that
qualified teachers may find better job opportunities outside of teaching with the central
and local governments unable to offer them the salaries to be competitive.

Slide: Girl working at vegetable stand in Xi’an.

Another lingering problem is illiteracy. It remains a problem especially for women.
Seventy percent of the 140 million illiterates are female or 18% or the 25% illiterates.
Too many girls are dropping out of school at a young age. A smaller percentage of
females complete middle school than males and smaller still complete high school.
Today about one-third of the enrollment in colleges and universities are female. This is
up from one-fourth in 1978.

Slide: Girls outside a poor home in Yi Village, Yunnan Province.

Illiteracy and high drop out rates are much higher in the rural areas. This is even more
common in some of the villages of ethnic minorities in China. (China recognizes 55
different ethnic groups that comprise about six percent of its population. Poverty and
customs contribute to the problem. Girls will become part of their future husband’s
family. For poor families, girls may not be worth the fees charged to attend school,
especially after elementary school. Since the one-child policy does not include ethnic
minorities, their finances are often strained by large families. Families find it more
important to invest in their sons who will inherit the property and care for them in their
old age. In some areas private charities have raised money to pay the tuition, but many
seem to be unaffected by private or public assistance as stories abound about young girls
unable to attend school.

Slide: Young and old women embroidering at stand in park near the Stone Forest,
Yunnan province.

In many ethnic minority areas, girls stay home around the age of 10 to learn domestic
skills like cooking but also this could include making things that the family can sell for
extra income. In some villages one sees few girls going to school and girls as young as
five and six working in the fields or tending lifestock. Girls often do chores while boys
attend school.
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Slide: Stanley Rosen with Yi minority woman.

According to Stanley Rosen, a professor at the University of Southern California and
well known Sinologist, there are some families who are paying for the education of their
future daughter-in-law. This is the result of better and more diverse economic
opportunities in the rural areas and since the extended family often works as an economic
unit with some members working the fields but other employed in nonagricultural
occupations, the families see the benefit of education their future members.

Slide: China Daily “Special Schools Set Up for Girls in Ningxia” July 24, 1998.

China has taken steps to raise the level of education for minorities. Today there are 13
minority-oriented universities and over 100 regional schools. China also reserves places
at its universities for ethnic minority students. The China Daily often devotes articles on
the achievements of ethnic minority students. One issue published a long article about
the first female graduate from a particular ethnic group in medicine. Twenty-one ethnic
groups use textbooks in their own language while others study bilingually. There is now
a special middle school for girls in a Muslim-dominate area. Muslims often forbid their
daughters from attending schools with boys beyond the primary level.

Slide: Newsweek cover, “The New China” June 29, 1998.

The government has done best in primary education, and nearly all children get a least
a few years of elementary school. Even accounting for distorted statistics and girls who
are kept home, it is estimated that 95% of all children start school and that more that 80%
graduate from elementary school. According to Kristof, that is not a bad record for a
developing country.

The problem is that only about 44% of the children in the appropriate age group are
enrolled in secondary schools, a higher rate than in India but lower than in Mexico or the
Philippines. Only 1.7% of young people attend college, an extremely low proportion.
Sudan has 2.3%; Burma has 4.5%, and India has 6.4%. However, China does focus its
training on the specialties it needs. Every year it manages to graduate more than 200,000
engineers, nearly twice as many as the United States.

China’s education levels are good for a developing nation but not good enough for an
industrialized country. If China wants to graduate from assembling shoes to making cars
and computers, it must have a more literate and skilled labor force. Yet the government
is not spending enough on schools and universities to ensure that is will have a large
supply of technicians in 10 or 20 years’ time. There are still far too many peasants who
cannot read adequately and will not be able to integrate themselves into a modern labor
force. Too many girls continue to drop out of elementary and middle schools.
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While it is easy to focus on the significant challenges in education that lie ahead for
China, I shall end with a story that Kristof relates in his book. In a rural area he

encountered a 76-year-old illiterate named Wang Chigang. Wang is a little man with

wrinkled skin. His grandson translated his words into Mandarin. The home was made of
mud bricks and his great-grandchildren played on the dirt floor. Wang grew up a landless
peasant and had been a beggar in the 1940s. He never went to school, and he still cannot
write his name. He tells how he doesn’t like to go to the city. It is embarrassing as he
cannot even read the characters for the toilets. He bragged that his children and
grandchildren have all gone to school and could read and write and that he had a
grandson is graduating from high school this year. His pride in his family’s
achievements was unmistakable.
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HAMPTON UNIVERSITY
Department of Fine & Performing Arts
Hampton, Virginia 23668

Syllabus

Honors Seminar - Beyond Our Borders: Chinese Art & Architecture 3 Credit Hours
HONORS 314 Spring 1999

Instructor
Sharon Beachum, Associate Professor, Department of Fine & Performing Arts

COURSE DESCRIPTION: ’ :

The purpose of Honors 314 Beyond Our Borders: Chinese Art & Architecture is to introduce the student to
the major achievements in the history of Chinese art and architecture. In addition the student will develop a
general appreciation of art based on the understanding of the visual language used by artists to create works
in all cultures. A brief, general history of Chinese cultural periods will be included to provide historical con-
text. A topical rather than a chronological analysis will be made of the various techniques, styles, move-
ments, functions, major works, and the role of the artist. The course format will be discussions, museum
visits, exams, written assignments and a final project to be proposed by the student. Each student is expect-
ed to keep a journal of materials related to the course. Students may choose to work as a group on the final
project which may take any suitable form such as a catalog, web pages, a one-act play, an architectural
model, a series of drawings, or other studio project as proposed by the students. All project proposals must
be approved by the instructor. Tentative field trips to major collections of Chinese art are planned.

OBJECTIVES:
At the end of this course the student should be able to :

« identify the basic processes involved in the production of art using a variety of media
including but not limited to painting, sculpture, ceramics, textiles and printmaking.

+ identify artworks and architecture from specified periods of Chinese art.

« identify the style and/or major works of a limited number of artists.

« explain the role of Chinese art and artists during different periods.

« explain the compositional, thematic and stylistic differences between Chinese and Western
works of art. '

 employ art-related vocabulary and analytical skills for discussion and written assignments
about Chinese art.

« produce and present, either singly or in a group, a final project which serves as evidence of
the creative application of knowledge collected through research.

ASSIGNMENTS & EXAMINATIONS:

There will be two (2) exams. Each will consist of slide identifications and essay questions. There will be
two (2) written assignments based on museum or studio visits and the course readings. The final project will
be proposed by the student. Proposals must be submitted in writing and approved by the midterm.

EVALUATION :
Paper #1 10% Exam #1 10%
Paper #2 10% Exam #2 10%
Participation in class discussions 10%
Journal & in-class and short writing assignments 10%

Project: Proposal, Documentation & Presentation 40%
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Grading Scale

A+ 98-100% 4.1 B 84-87% 3.0 C 74-77% 2.0
A 94-97% 4.0 B- 80-83% 2.7 C- 70-73% 1.7
A- 90-93% 3.7 C+  78-79% 2.3 D+ 68-69% 1.3
B+ 88-89% 33 D 64-67% 1.0 D- 60-63% 0.7

F  below 60% 0.0
Major courses must be passed with a minimum grade of C (2.0)

Evaluation Criteria:
The grade for the course and for all projects will be based upon the following criteria:

* RESEARCH Students are expected to be able to apply research to the production of written materials,
studio work, or other forms of creative projects. The student will be graded on the degree of initiative
demonstrated, as well as the extent to which he or she explores aesthetic and production options through
outside research, the application of research to the work produced, and the understanding of the relevance
of their research. A journal consisting of sketches, notes, bibliographies, etc. as well as documentation in
formal papers will serve as evidence of this research.

* CREATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING & APPROPRIATENESS TO GOALS

Work will be graded on the success of the solution as it relates to the student's stated goals in the assigned
written work and in the student-proposed project.

* CRAFTSMANSHIP & PRESENTATION

Poor craftsmanship becomes part of the content of a work and is unacceptable. Students forming groups for
the final project should take steps to insure that all necessary skills to produce the proposed project are
reflected among the group members or may be secured in another manner which meets instructor approval.
* VERBAL & WRITTEN SUPPORT

Student-led discussions are a vital part of the problem-solving and confidence-building process. Their pur-
pose is to provide the student with additional insight and encouragement. Student participation is expected
and will provide practice for analytical skills required in written assignments. Written work will be evaluat-
ed based upon content, organization, proper use of grammar, attribution and documentation of references
and neatness/accuracy of presentation. The content should show creative thought and a consistent writing
style. A Reading List and Footnotes are required for the any research paper and for the final project.

COURSE CONTENT:
Unit I Introduction to Chinese Culture - Guest Lecturer
Unit 11 Visual Art Elements, Purposes of Art
Learning to Appreciate and Analyze Art & Architecture
Art Elements: Line, Shape, Space, Texture, Color, Scale
Organizing Principles: Balance, Rhythm, Gestalt, Movement
Writing About Art: The Critique, The Essay
Terminology & Techniques of:
Architecture: city planning - geomancy,
public buildings - palaces, temples, public squares
residential
Painting: watercolor, ink, fresco, oil
Traditional - landscape, calligraphy, mandala
Contemporary processes & themes
Sculpture: additive - ceramics, bronze casting
subtractive - carving in jade, stone and living rock
Ceramics: clay bodies, glazes, forms, techniques
Textiles & Decorative Arts
UnitIII  Iconography in Chinese Art & Architecture
Brief Chronological Introduction to Characteristics, Major Forms and Works
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Unit1IV  Tomb Art & Architecture

Unit V Impact of three Philosophies on Art - Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism
Unit VI Social Realism

Unit VII  Folk Art and the Art of Ethnic Minorities

Unit VIII  Contemporary Chinese Art & Architecture

Reference Materials

Chinese Art on the WWW

general indexes:
Harcourt Brace College Publishers’ Art History Resources on the Web
http://www.harbrace.com/art/gardner/NonEuro.html

Purdue University
http://pasmre.ecn.purdue.edu/~agenhuul/agenmc/china/china.hnnl

Arts of China

http://pasmre.ecn.purdue.edu/~agenhuul/agenmc/china/china.html

Warning! Large (but attractive) image on the first page. Art, music, food, language, sights to see, their zodi-
ac, andmore! A nice overview of Chinese culture [English] Indices: Asia Il Art Il Music and Theater

Asian Art

http://www.webart.com/asianart/index.html

This site includes ancient Mongolian, Tibetan, and Chinese art, among other relevant sites.
A nice array of sites and virtual exhibits. [English] Indices: Asia Il Art

The World Wide Web Virtual Library for Asian Studies

http://coombs.anu.edu.aw/WWW VL-AsianStudies.html

From the Middle East to Oceania, this is a broad index of resources, full of unexpected resources. [English]
Indices: Asia ART HISTORY INTERNET SOURCES

INDEXES
World Wide Web Virtual Library of Art History
http://www.hart.bbk.ac.uk/VirtualLibrary.html

Art History Resources on the Web
Part 1. Prehistoric, Ancient & Middle Ages
http://witcombe.bcpw.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks.html

Part 4. Non European Art
http://witcombe.bcpw.sbc.edu/ ARTHLinks3.html

Part 5. Research Resources in Art History
http://witcombe.bcpw.sbc.eduw/ ARTHLinks4.html

Web Sites for Museums with Asian Collections

MUSEUMS
Museums Index
Q http://wwar.com/museums.htmi
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NE USA - http://wwar.com/museums/northeastmuseums.htmt
Hampton University Museum - http://www.cs.hamptonu.eduw/museum/museum.htmil
US Library of Congress - http://lcweb.loc.gov/homepage/exhibits.html

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, NYC
http://www.metmuseum.org/index2.htmi

British Museum

The Department of Oriental Antiquities holds the richest collections of Chinese antiquities, paintings and
porcelains in Europe.

http://www.british-museum.ac.uk/index.html

Harvard University Art Museums
http://www.artmuseums.harvard.edw/Sackler_Pages/SacklerMain.html

Arthur M. Sackler Museum

Asian Art - One of the Harvard University Art Museums' largest departments, containing over 18,700 works
of art, the Department of Asian Art at the Arthur M. Sackler Museum is unquestionably its most diverse,
with collections dating from the Neolithic era to the present and spanning Asia from India, Central and
Southeast Asia to China, Korea, and Japan. Similarly diverse are the media collected, which range from
Buddhist and Hindu sculptures to ancient Chinese jades and ceremonial bronzes, from East Asian paintings
and calligraphic scrolls to Southeast Asian illuminated manuscripts, and from exquisite Chinese and Korean
ceramics to sumptuous Japanese woodblock prints. Reflecting fully one hundred years of growth and evolu-
tion, the collection today ranks among the most important in the West.

Some Highlights of the Collection: China

Harvard's collection of archaic Chinese jades is unrivaled outside of China. The ritual bronze vessels, cere-
monial weapons, mirrors, and chariot fittings -- combined with the numerous early stone and gilt bronze
sculptures and the famous clay bodhisattva sculpture and wall-painting fragments from the cave temples at
Tun-huang -- make Harvard an invaluable resource for many of these materials. The Chinese paintings
include approximately 30 masterworks, of which 10 rank among the most important examples of their
respective genres. Harvard's comprehensive holdings of Chinese ceramics boast recognized strengths in pot-
tery from the Neolithic Liangzhu culture, in Jun- and black-glazed stonewares from the Song, Jin, and Yuan
dynasties, and in colorful enameled porcelains of the late Ming period. The collection of carved rhinoceros
horn is the best in the United States.

The Harvard University Art Museums consist of the Fogg Art Museum, the Busch-Reisinger Museum, and
the Arthur M. Sackler Museum. From their beginnings in 1891, the Art Museums have sought to serve
Harvard University as a catalyst for instruction and scholarship, as a training ground for future academic art
historians and museum professionals, and as a general resource for the edification of and enjoyment by a
broad general public. The collections comprise more than 150,000 objects ranging from antiquity to the pre-
sent and divided among eight curatorial departments, each comprehensive and encyclopedic within its
respective area. The Arthur M. Sackler Museum houses the collections and curatorial departments of Asian,
Ancient, and Islamic and Later Indian art. The building, opened in 1985, was named for Arthur M. Sackler,
its greatest benefactor, an internationally known collector and patron of the arts.

Taiwan - The National Palace Museum

http://www.npm.gov.tw/

The origins and travels of the National Palace Museum, Taipei are as much a part of history as the objects it
houses. Formerly the imperial collection, the National Palace Museum officially opened on October 10,
1925 in Beijing. Due, however, to the vagaries of the Sino-J apanese War and the Chinese Civil War, the col-
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lection was divided and hid in southern China. Reunited after the war, it once again moved when the
Communists forced the Nationalist government to flee to Taiwan. The 15,000 crates of art works did not
find a permanent home until 1965 when the present museéum was built in Waishuanghsi, a suburb of Taipei.
The museum currently displays only 1% of the more than 600,000 items in its store r0oms. This year marks
the 70th anniversary of the museum. Its collections are particularly strong in paintings, ceramics, jades,
bronzes, and rare books and documents. '

The Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C.
Smithsonian - http://www.si.edu/organiza/

The Freer Gallery of Art and The Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

Both of these galleries are monuments to the generosity of two men: Charles Lang Freer a Detroit industri-
alist who lived at the turn of the century and Arthur M. Sackler, a physician who died only in 1988. Part of
the Smithsonian complex of museums, they complement each other perfectly. Both museums are known for
their incredible collection of Chinese bronzes including rare and unusual examples. The Freer's collection of
jades is note-worthy, especially its Neolithic examples, whereas the Sackler is stronger in other areas, their
superb collection of Middle Eastern art, for example.

The Los Angeles County Museum of Art

http://www.lacma.org/

When the Los Angeles County Museum of Art opened in 1965, it inherited the old Los Angeles County
Museum's remarkable collection of Chinese ceramics as well as other works. Under the curatorship of
George Kuwayama since 1965, the Asian collections have grown considerably. The LACMA is home to the
leading collection of Chinese lacquer in America. Other groups in the Chinese gallery are also particularly
strong; among them are a large number of middle Shang and Zhou bronzes, mortuary sculpture from the
Han to the Ming dynasties as well as 17th century paintings.

Indianapolis Museum of Art

http://www.ima-art.org/ima/collections/asianart. htm!

Asian Art Collection

The core of the Asian art collection is the Eli Lilly Collection of Chinese Art, which includes all media. It is
one of the finest comprehensive collections of Chinese art built by an individual in the United States.
Around this gift has grown a collection containing a number of works that may be counted among the finest
of their types in the world. Other Asian cultures, including India, Japan, Korea and Tibet, are also well rep-
resented.

Suggested Reading
Reality through the Arts
A Short Guide to Writing About Art by Dennis J. Sporre
by Sylvam Barnett Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1991
Harper Collins Publishers, fourth edition, 1993
The Art of Seeing
Art Appreciation by Paul Zelanski and Mary Pat Fisher
Prentice-Hall, Inc., second edition, 1991
Understanding Art
by Lois Fichner-Rathus Aesthetics

Prentice-Hall, Inc., second edition,1989
The Creators: A History of Heroes

Art: Context & Criticism of the Imagination
by John Kissick by Daniel J. Boorstin
Wm. C. Brown Communications, Inc., 1993 Random House, 1992
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Theories of Modern Art: A Source Book
by Artists and Critics

by Hershel. B. Chipp

University of California Press, 1968

Art as Experience
by John Dewey
A Wideview/Perigee Book, 1934

Free Play: Improvisation in Life and Art
by Stephen Nachmanovitch
Los Angeles: Jeremy P. Tarcher, Inc. 1990

A Modern Book of Esthetics, An Anthology
by Rader, Melvin, editor
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, fifth edition, 1979

Art & Physics: Parallel Visions in Space,
Time& Light

by Leonard Shlain '

William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1991
General Surveys

Gardners Art Through the Ages

Louise Gardner and Horst De La Croix, Richard G.

Tansey, Diane Kirkpatrick.
Harcourt Brace Janovich, Inc., ninth edition, 1991

History of Art
by H.W. Janson and Anthony Janson.
Harry Abrams, Inc., fifth edition, 1997.

A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals
by Spiro Kostof

Oxford University Press, 1995

ISBN 0-19-508379-2

Chinese Art & Architecture

Chinese Calligraphy: An Introduction to Its
Aesthetic and Technique.

by Yee Chiang / Paperback / Published 1973
Harvard University Press; 1973

ISBN 0674122267

Chinese Carved Lacquer
by Derek Clifford
Antique Collectors Club Publisher; March 1993
ISBN 1870076206 Yy
IR X%

Masterpieces of Chinese Art
Rhonda Cooper, Jeffrey Cooper
Smithmark’s Publishers;1997
ISBN (765191512

The Double Screen : Medium and Representation
in Chinese Painting

by Wu Hung

University of Chicago Press; 1996

ISBN 0226360741

Monumentality in Early Chinese Art
and Architecture

by Wu Hung, et al

Stanford University Press; 1996
ISBN 0804724288

The Complete “Chinese Ornament'”
by Owen Jones (Editor)

Dover Publications, 1990

ISBN 0486262596

Arts of the Tang Court (Images of Asia)
Patricia Eichenbaum Karetzky

Oxford University press; 1996

ISBN 0195877314

Freer: A Legacy of Art

by Thomas Lawton and Linda Merrill

Freer Gallery, Smithsonian institution with Harry N.
Abrams, Inc., Publishers; 1993

ISBN 0-8109-3315-2

A History of Far Eastern Art

by Sherman E.Lee, Naomi Noble Richard (Editor)
Sth Edition; Harry N. Abrams; March 1994

ISBN 0810934140

China: 5000 Years
by Sherman E. Lee, Howard Rogers (Editor),

 Helmut Brinker

Harry N. Abrams; April 1998

ISBN 0810969084

Chinese Graphic Design in the Twentieth Century
by Scott Minick and Jiao Ping

Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1990

ISBN 0-442-30364-5
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Arts and Crafts of China: Chung-Kuo Kung
I Mei Shu

by Scott Minick, et al

Thames & Hudson; October 1996

ISBN 0500278962

The Dragon in Chinese Art
Palace Museum Vol. 3 / CD-ROM; 1998
ISBN 6304899149

Chinese Tomb Figurines (Images of Asia)
by Ann Paludan

Oxford Universiyt Press; 1994

ISBN 0195858174

Ancient Chinese Bronzes in the Shanghai Museum
by Chen Peifen,Chen Pei Fen

Scala Books, March 1996

ISBN 1857591143

The British Museum Book of Chinese Art

Jessica Rawson (Editor), Anne Farrer, Jane Portal,
Shelagh Vainker

Thames & Hudson; September 1996

ISBN 0500279039

The Art and Architecture of China

(Pelican History of Art Series)

by Laurence C.S. Sickman, Alexander Coburn
3rd Edtion, Penguin, USA, June 1992

ISBN 0300053347

Art and Artists of Twentieth-Century China
by Michael Sullivan

University of California Press, October 1996
ISBN 0520075560

Background Notes

The Meeting of Eastern and Western Art

by Michael Sullivan, Michael Sullivan III
University of California Press; January 1998
ISBN 052021263

The Arts of China

by Michael Sullivan

University of California Press; 1984
ISBN 0520049187

Art Treasures in China

by Mary Tregear, Shelagh Vainker / Hardcover /
Harry N. Abrams; 1994

ISBN 08100919494

The Arts of China to AD 900
(Pelican History of Art Series)

by William Watson

Yale University Press; October 1995
ISBN 0300059892

The Caves of the Thousand Buddhas : Chinese Art
Sfrom the Silk Route

Roderick Whitfield, Anne Farrar, Roderick
Whitefield, S.J. Vainker

George Braziller Publisher; 1990

ISBN 0807612499

Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs

by Charles Alfred Speed Williams

Charles E.Tuttle Company Publisher; April 1989
ISBN 0804815860

General Characteristics & Themes in Chinese Traditional Art

* Reverence for ancestors.
* Emphasis on linear expression.

« Utilizing the inherent qualities of materials, such as bronze, paper and ink; etc. to their best advantage.
» Jade was especially valued and believed to possess the virtues of charity, rectitude, wisdom, courage and

equity; along with magical, protective powers.

* Secular themes of court and domestic life.

*» Sacred themes associated with the three philosophies.

-« Nature and the four seasons.

» Humans are a small part of nature, not emphasized in art, in fact, is most often overshadowed by nature.

» Horse, revered for its strength

* The purpose of art was seen as a revelation rather than a re-creation of the visible world.

* Perspective is not utilized.
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Selected Time Periods in Chinese Art

Neolithic 1766 - 3500 BC

Xi’ian Banpo Village - 5,000 B.C.

Six to seven thousand years ago, a stable village was built by a late Neolithic people. Banpo had about sixty
buildings and housed over 200 people from two clans. It was a matriarchal society based on farming. The
houses were thatch over wood beams while the floors were sunk two to three feet into the ground. Heat was
provided by a central fire for the family. They stored food in underground caves, dug deep enough to pro-
tect it from wildlife and insects. They dug a trench both for protection and large meeting hall in the central
storage. Art, in the form of geometric designs decorated many of their pots which were used for storage and
cooking. Special clay urns were used to bury children and infants alongside the huts.

Over the next 3,000 years the descendants of these people founded new villages, begin to build cities, use
jade, bronze, and copper and increased their skills in agriculture. The first dynasty or unified government is
called the Xia and lasted from 2200 to 1700 BC.

(http://zinnia.umfacad.maine.edu/~mshea/China)

Shang (1766 - 1045 BC)

The first documented historical (written records) Chinese dynasty was a feudal kingdom located in
northern China around Anyang. Inscribed oracle bones and shells were used for divination and the are the
oldest known examples of Chinese writing.

According to Vivianne Allenton “ priests wrote their questions on one side of the tortoise shell and then
held the other side toward a fire (lit in the east); the answer could be read in the shapes of the cracks caused
by the heat. The characters representing the questions were inscribed in columns from top to bottom. These
characters are, both in their structure and in their basis constituents, still in use today. (Writing: The Story
of Alphabets and Scripts, Georges Jean; translated by Jenny Oates, Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 1992)

High quality bronze ritual vessels, some of the most sophisticated in the world, were made in elaborate
piece molds. Sometimes as many as twenty-seven molds were used to create a single vessel. Process: First
the designer produced an exact model in fine clay, complete with incised designs. Heavy clay was packed
around the exterior and the interior of the model to create a mold. The model was then removed. Bronze
spacers were placed to maintain an even space between the mold pieces. The entire assembly was packed in
sand and filled with molten bronze (tin and copper alloy). After the casting cooled the vessel was removed
from the mold and the details were filed and polished.

In the 19th century 460 such vessels were found in the Tomb of Lady Hao along with 750 jade artworks,
560 bone objects, 6900 cowrie shells (believed to be currency), and 16 human sacrifices. Lady Hao was a
foreign general who became a consort to King Wu Ting. The Shang practiced shamanism which required
offerings of food and entertainment to ancestors, to deceased great men, to the deities of the natural world
such as rain, water, rivers, stars and wind. Many of the bronze vessels are decorated with the taotie, or the
monster mask, consisting of an abstracted and geometrical representation of eyes, ears, open jaw and feet.
(Art Past, Art Present, 3rd edition, Wilkins, Schultz and Linduff; Abrams, 1997)

Zhou dynasty 1045 -256 BC
subdivided into : Western Zhou dynasty 1045-771 BC
& Eastern Zhou dynasty 771 - 256 BC
Bronzes carried forward the art forms and styles used by the Shang. Bronze vessels became larger and
added animal shapes at the mold joints. Late in the dynasty ornament became exaggerated and lost its earli-
est symbolic meaning. The opulence of this period is reflected in jade and lacquer artworks made for royal
courts. Goods for dead nobility became a major focus of art production.

Qin dynasty 221-206 BC
The famous emperor Qin Shi Huang Di built his burial tomb surrounded by the famous terra cotta army,
discovered in 1974 in Shaanxi Province. The life size battalion of cavalry, infantry and officers were set
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pieces, meaning each body was made in a mold. They do, however, have individualized faces. The practice
of emolation, or burying human attendants and guardians, was ended with their replacement by clay substi-
tutes. Originally the figures were painted and held bronze weapons. The Emperor was a feared and hated
ruler who was said to sleep each night in a different palace and threatened anyone who revealed his where-
abouts with the death of their entire family. In his paranoia the emperor had taken all metal tools from the
peasants. Shortly after his burial the people broke into the tomb area with the warriors and took many
weapons. But it is believed that the tomb itself has never been looted. The government is waiting to exca-
vate it until they can be assured that they possess sufficient technology to preserve its contents. This deci-
sion was made because unfortunately some modern excavations have resulted in the destruction of items
once exposed to the atmosphere. While the emperor’s reign was brief he is a pivotal figure in Chinese cul-
ture for he unified many warring factions, created roads linking the empire, created a common currency as
well as linking previous works to become the Great Wall, the only man made structure visible from space.
The Great Wall at one time stretched 12,700 1i (a li is a third of a mile) across the border between China
and the Hun territories in the north. Different guide books give different dimensions, poetically the Chinese
call it the “Wall of 10,000 1i.” It isn't one place but many.

It started as earth works thrown up for protection by different States. The individual sections weren't
connected until the Qin dynasty (221-206 BC). Qin Shihuangdi, First Emperor of Qin began conscripting
peasants, enemies, and anyone else who wasn't tied to the land to go to work on the wall. The tradition last-
ed for centuries. Each dynasty added to the height, breadth, length, and elaborated the design mostly
through forced labor.

Han 206 BC - 220AD

During this dynasty the country expanded and had a strong central government. Expansion included
trade along the Silk Route. Art was characterized by a continuation of the tomb art tradition. Tomb objects
included mythical animal guardian figures, bronze cast animals, including the famous Flying Horse,
sophisticated ceramics and bronze mirrors. The horse, revered for its strength and grace, is a common theme
in Chinese art. In 1968 two funerary suits made entirely of 2,000 jade rectangles sewn together with gold
wire were found on the bodies of a royal couple. Belief in the magical powers of jade persisted throughout
Chinese history. (History of Art, Charles Minott, Harper Collins College Outlines, 1992)

Six Dynasties 220-589 AD

This period is important in art history because it included the introduction of Buddhism into northern China
from India. At first Chinese Buddhist art imitated the art of India. The earliest known Chinese sculpture of
Buddha dates from 338. This small, gilt bronze figure imitates the Ghandharan Indian style. Over time the
Chinese images of Buddha changed, becoming heavier and more stylized with elongated ears, and exagger-
ated robes.

A new practice developed of carving colossal Buddhas from the living rock of sandstone cliffs. In
Shaanxi Province at Yungang a 45 foot high seated Buddha was carved about 460 AD. The site of
Dunhuang, at the western gate to the Silk Route into China, has more than 300 rock-cut shrines. These
shrines are also decorated with fresco paintings.

The pagoda, a multi-storied structure to house a relic or venerate a holy location, is believed to have
developed from the form of the stupa in Inda. Like the Buddhist faith, this form traveled along the Silk
Route into China where it was adapted and eventually took on a unique Chinese character.

Tang 618 - 906 AD

The most cosmopolitan age in Chinese art history, the Tang dynasty ushered in three centuries of exten-
sive cultural, religious and artistic exchanges among China, Japan, Central Asia and India. The influence of
Buddhism and the popular paradise sects was strong. The art of this period is characterized by enthusiasm
for foreign things, the adaptation of foreign forms to Chinese philosophies and aesthetics, and accidents of
the creative process, such as drips in ceramic glazes. :

Buddhist Art - Buddhists were pgr\?fcuted during this period. The government revived Confucianism to
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lessen the power of the Buddhist monasteries. For this reason, Tang Buddhist art is best known from items
discovered in Japan in the tomb of the Japanese Emperor Shomu (756 AD) Tang characteristics - Buddhas
and bodhisattvas have fleshier, broader appearance that those of India.

Tomb art - Wall paintings and relief sculptures found in rock-cut temples provide examples of art during
the Tang dynasty. Tomb paintings from the area of Chang’an (modern X'ian) are viewed as the classic
“golden age” of figure painting. (History of Art, Charles Minott, Harper Collins College Outlines, 1992)

Ming dynasty 1368 - 1644 AD

Ceramics - Ming and the later Qing potters excelled in the technical aspects of making ceramic
wares. Fine translucent porcelain, cobalt blue-and-white porcelains, and extremely thin vessels were per-
fected. Highly detailed, monochromatic votive sculptures with glazes such as blanc de chine (white) and
clair de lune (silvery blue) were produced.

Beijing: The Forbidden City.

The Ming dynasty is especially important in the history of Chinese architecture and city planning.
Throughout Chinese history architecture is extremely conservative, with the basic building profile changing
little for thousands of years. The surrounding wall is a typical feature of great palaces and famly dwellings
alike.

The Forbidden City, also called the Imperial City, was designed during the Ming period on the ruins of
the Mongol capital. It is set up on a north-south axis and is based on ancient philosophical and cosmologi-
cal ideals. There are over 900 rooms, a succession of ceremonial gates, pavillions, halls, palaces and gar-
dens all enclosed by a high wall. The Gate of Supreme Harmony, with five gateways is the main entrance
to the complex. The Forbidden City and the three Halls of Harmony look directly south, toward the Temple
of Heaven.

Beijing: The Temple of Heaven - Tiantan Park

Twice a year at the Winter Solstice and again in the fourth lunar month the emperor would proceed from the
Forbidden City to the Temple of Heaven to ask for blessings for the people. He would dress in the Hall of
Middle Harmony and then go to the Hall of Supreme Harmony to form the procession. The streets between
the Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven were cleared. All doors and windows would be shuttered, the
people closed in behind them. It was forbidden that a commoner look upon the person of the divine emper-
or. The procession, made of all high ranking ministers marching in order of importance, would go through
the Meridian Gate, out through the main gates, and cross what is now Tiananmen Square. Only the emperor
could use the center doors. The two side doors were designated for either the military or the civil ministers.
Separating the military and civil ministers was a custom which arose after many squabbles about rank and
order of precedence between the two branches of government.

When they arrived at the Temple of Heaven, the emperor would retire to the Hall of Abstinence to medi-
tate and pray alone for the night. Sacrifices would be prepared in the triple roofed Hall of Prayer for a Good
Harvest. Just before dawn, he would rise and prepare. Each ritual, movement, utensil and costume had pur-
pose and symbol. The emperor wore a blue gown embroidered with gold, the roofs of the buildings were
tiled in blue -- a sacred color symbolizing Heaven. Just as the gold roofs of the Imperial Palaces were only
used on buildings of the emperor, blue was reserved for Heaven. The procession passed down a long ele-
vated concourse to arrive at the Altar of Heaven.

Three tiers of white marble lent beauty and majesty to the ceremony, the only roof was the Heaven
above. There, as the tip of the sun shown over the horizon, the emperor would offer animal, grain and silk
sacrifices. This ceremony was first performed in the Zhou dynasty (1100-771 B.C.). The last time it was
performed (December 23, 1914) a republic had been founded and Yuan Shikai, the President, wore the
imperial robes of the emperor.

These rites linked culture and tradition through multiple dynasties. The cost of this heritage was painful.
Hundreds of thousands of workers labored to build the palaces and fortifications at Beijing, Xi'an, Nanjing
and other major cities of the Ming dynasty. Taxes were deep and production was diverted to provide
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material for the construction. Due to graft and corruption, much of the good farm land was used by the
nobility for pleasure sports or mismanaged until it was barely productive. By the end of the Ming dynasty,
the population of the country had been reduced by about half through starvation. While reviving Neo-
Confucianism the rites and rituals, they forgot the Confucian ideal that good government takes care of the
needs of the people first. (http://zinnia.umfacad.maine.edw/~mshea/China)

The Great Wall

It was during the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) that the Wall took on its present form. The brick and granite
work was enlarged and sophisticated designs were added. The watch towers were redesigned and modern
canon were mounted in strategic areas. The Portuguese had found a ready market for guns and canon in
China, one of the few items of trade that China didn't already have in abundance. The Ming Emperors, hav-
ing overthrown the Hun dominance and expelled their Mongol rulers of the North devoted large portions of
available material and manpower to making sure that they didn't return.

Since the 1600's parts of the Wall in some areas have been either dismantled to provide building materi-
als in the area or have been buried by silt. Visitors can go to a restored section of the Wall at Badaling.
Standing on the Wall and look to the north you see the beginning of the great desert flatlands of the Hun.
The view to the South is like a Chinese painting of layers of rolling hills covered by short brush and trees.
The terrain is rough on both sides, and even today it is only accessible by a narrow road.

Throughout the centuries, armies were garrisoned along the length of the Wall to provide early warning
of invasion and a first line of defense. Great piles of straw and dung used to build signal fires have been
found during excavations. There must have been small garrison towns spotted along the length. There
weren't many farms or trade towns to provide ease, relaxation and food. The supply trails were over moun-
tains along narrow paths. To bring supplies to the top, ropes were slung over posts set in the Chinese side of
the wall and baskets were hauled up hand over hand.

The Wall served well. It extends from peak to peak. The height of the mountains is used to command a
greater view and for its advantage in defense. It's steep. Only when a dynasty had weakened from within
were invaders from the north able to advance and conquer. Both the Mongols (Yuan Dynasty, 1271-1368)
and the Manchurians (Qing Dynasty,1644-1911) were able take power, not because of weakness in the Wall
but because of weakness in the government and the poverty of the people. They took advantage of rebellion
from within and stepped into the void of power without extended wars.
(http://zinnia.umfacad.maine.edw/~mshea/China)

The Ming Tombs

All but one of the Ming emperors are buried here. One emperor is buried outside Nanjing. Most of the out-
side statuary and buildings surrounding the tomb in Nanjing have been destroyed during the wars and revo-
lutions in this century. The thirteen Ming tombs outside Beijing have been better preserved, benefitting
from their remote location. Only the Ding tomb of Emperor Wan Li (Zhu Yijun) and his two wives is open
to the public.

The tomb was built below ground in a great vaulted brickwork cavern. The story is that the workmen
repeatedly set fire to the timber tomb which had been originally planned to put off the day of completion
once the rumor spread that they would be interred in the tomb when they finished. A good plan, but then the
designs where changed to use stone. The vault must be at least thirty feet high and supports a rather large
hill on its roof. You enter from the top and it there seemed to be about five or six full flights of stairs to the
bottom. .

When a Ming emperor died, it was the death of a Son of Heaven. To provide a proper setting for the
entombment, a concourse was built to be used only for the funeral processions leading to the hills in which
the tombs were built. Great stone beasts and figures of ministers and warriors lined the path on either side.
Their brooding presence gave stiff attention to the event. The gate at the end marked the passage to another
life and the assumption of the Mandate to Rule by the new emperor. The Sacred Way is about four miles,
measured from the gate to the entrance of the central tomb.

(http://zinnia. umfacad.maine.edu/~mshe?)lc(l;ina)
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Qing dynasty 1644 - 1912 AD

The Summer Palace - 1t takes three days to get to the Summer Palace if you go by barge along the canals
and river to Kunming Lake in an imperial convoy. It takes less than an hour by bus. The Summer Palace
seemed like a remote "get-away" for the emperors who were enclosed in the stifling Imperial Palace. The
"palace" is actually a garden encompassing a small mountain, a lake, a river, and innumerable buildings.
Most gardens in China are places to enjoy the shape and contour of nature. The gardener creates a perfec-
tion of nature and tries to encourage appreciation of its beauty. It has little resemblance to what westerners
would call a garden.

Qianlong of the Qing dynasty, built a garden here in honor of his mother in 1750. He expanded an
earlier Ming temple, enlarged the lake and called it Kunming Lake, and renamed the mountain the temple
stands on from Jug Mountain to Longevity Mountain. His name for The Summer Palace was the Garden of
Pure Ripples.

In 1860 the British and French destroyed the Garden of Pure Rlpples as well as Yuan Ming Yuan (what
we call the Old Summer Palace). Yuan Ming Yuan comprised acres and acres of buildings housing the trea-
sures of China. The British and French were "negotiating" with the emperor to get better trade agreements.
Victor Hugo wrote an open letter at the time, deploring the action and calling it one of the great tragedies of
history.

The Dowager Empress Cixi began rebuilding the Summer Palace in 1873 for her retirement and
renamed it Yi He Yuan -- Garden of Peace and Harmony in Old Age. That remains it proper name in
Chinese. The Dowager Empress Cixi served as regent and was able to channel funds from the treasury
which had been targeted for the navy. She is often blamed for the easy victory won by the Japanese navy
and the subsequent humiliation of the Chinese government in 1895. The Palace was burnt again by Russian,
British and Italian troops in 1900 as retaliation for the Boxer Rebellion. Cixi began rebmldmg in 1902 and
actually got to use it for awhile. She died in 1908.

"Little Suzhou" was a village built to replicate one near Shanghai to give the emperor the illusion of
shopping and exploring its beauty. Eunuchs and ladies from the court would play the roles of shopkeepers
and artisans while the emperor meandered through the stalls.

At the top of Longevity Mountain is the Lama Temple. On the way up one could begin to appreciate
what Cixi had planned. The entire garden is laid out to create moments. Cixi would have an entire wall built
$0 she could put a window in it. As you walked along the wall one get glimpses of views framed by each
window. (http://zinnia.umfacad.maine.edu/~mshea/China)

Republic of China 1912 -1949 AD
People’s Republic of China 1949 -

Social Realism, diametrically opposed to traditional Chinese art and its humanism, is the dominant style
of art produced in the service of the state during the Republic.

In his address “The Yan’an Forum on Literature and Art” Mao Zedong encouraged artists to reject for-
eign images and the notion of art for art’s sake as bourgeois and meaningless to the Chinese people. In his
words “art should use the rich , lively language of the masses’ in order to move beyond its select urban
audience and live up to its primary responsiblity of communicating to the people.”

Mao sent Cultural representatives to Moscow to study Soviet propaganda methods and their implemen-
tation. He sought an effective propaganda model to use in the cities where artistic tastes were more sophisti-
cated. During the late forties themes centered around the harmonious relations between peasants and sol-
diers. Images of the army assisting peasants became commonplace. By 1949 the largely illiterate peasants
had been won over by Mao’s tactics. For the next two decades Mao would continue to employ artists to fuel
his propaganda.

Communism & Cultural Revolution - 10 commemorative buildings were erected in Beijing to celebrate
the communist party and Mao specifically.

During the Cultural Revolution countless art objects and architectural sites were destroyed by the Red
Guards who viewed their acts as patriotiotic. Art became a tool in the service of Mao Zedong, whose goal
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was to unify China and to transform the Chinese into a work force in the service of the government. Images
of Mao, as hero, were everywhere. All historical artforms and individualism in art were seen as standing in

the way of progress. By 1966 a new revolutionary style was the only visible form of art in China. (Chinese
Graphic Design in the Twentieth Century, Minick & Ping, Van Nosstrand Reinhold, 1990)

In recent times art and theatre students have been at the center of many political uprisings. This occurs
because the Chinese system of education separates students into specialized institutions. Teaching art
involves non-linear thinking, individualism, and problem solving with multiple correct answers. As a result
this group of students are very different from most Chinese in their willingness to express, and even
demand, freedom of expression. This has often placed them at odds with the government as happened in
Tiananmen Square in June of 1989, when an undisclosed number of students were killed as the govenment
crushed their rising wave of rebellion out of fear that the student demands were growing in popularity
throughout the country.

Folk arts and traditional forms continue to thrive while those who produce more modern works receive
less recognition within their homeland. The artists who produce contemporary oil painting, a mixture of
Chinese and western art ideas, sell their works primarily to foreigners and in overseas galleries. Many serve
as professors to support themselves. '

Samples of Evaluation Measures

Written Assignments

#1 Descriptive Paper

Select one piece of art work from (text or much better from a local gallery or museum). Describe the piece
as specifically and fully as possible so that someone who has never seen it could visualize it accurately.
Minimum two pages typed. Consider the formal qualities of the artwork. All art will use some, but cer-
tainly not all, of the art elements. Which can you see in this piece?

« Art Elements: Line - organic or geometric, Shape - positive and negative, Color - hue, tint or
shade, color schemes or combinations, Value - white to black and shades in between, Texture - real or illu-
sion, Scale overall, and the relative size of the parts to each other, Space - flat or illusion, real space occu-
pied for 3-D works.

Composition: How are the elements arranged? Balance - symmetrical or asymmetrical, Unity,
Repetition - pattern or random placement. Is there flow, direction or thythm in the piece?

* Subject Matter:

Naturalism: Looks “realistic” or natural
Abstraction: Simplification of an observable object or person.
Non-objective: uses formal qualities only

« Materials: Appropriate to content. Technique if known. Skill level.

Be sure you include the title of the artwork, size and the artist’s name. Ttiles of artworks should be under-
lined or italicized, NOT placed within quotation marks. Do not write in first person.

#2: Response/Opinion Paper

Bring your typed paper to class.
We will use it for an in-class exercise BEFORE you turn them in.

Select one piece of art (different from your choice for the descriptive paper.) Write a brief discussion of
your emotional response to the artwork. Hint: Pick something that evokes strong feelings, either positive or
negative. Include in your discussion those factors that you believe caused your feelings. The causes may be
the observable characteristics of the work, the subject matter, or some personal association the piece has for
you.

There are no incorrect responses.;’l}his paper will be evaluated on your descriptions of your observations,
LI
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your ability to use art related vocabulary, style, completeness, organization and grammar. Make sure you
have an introduction and a conclusion.

Minimum length 1 1/2 to 2 pages typed. Include the title of the artwork, size and the artist’s name.
YOU MAY WRITE IN FIRST PERSON.

#3 Museum Field Trip Paper

Please take time to look at the art works located in the sections on China (and other selected areas in the
specific museum).

1. Select any figurative works from three of the areas listed above.

Discuss the differences in the depiction of human form in the three pieces.

(answer should be minimum of 3 paragraphs or about 1/2 to 3/4 page hand written)

2. Do you think these are typical examples? Why or why not? (may require additional research to support
your conclusion)

3. Select one other piece from any part of the museum. Give title, etc.

Explain the reasons why it appeals to you. (1 paragraph)

4. Select one other piece from any part of the museum. Give title, etc. Explain the

reasons why it bothers, disturbs, or makes you uncomfortable, or angry. (1 paragraph)

5. Consider the actual display of one piece of artwork. Look at the framing or sculpture stand, lighting,
label information, placement relative to other objects (syntax). Does the installation impact your attitudes
regarding the piece? Does it elevate it or do it injustice?

#4 Compare & Contrast Paper

Select any two pieces of art. You may choose from your text, or any other source. Provide copies of your
selection. '

When you write a comparison between two works, remember the point is t0 compare and contrast them and
not to write two separate essays. Your opening or topic paragraph should be a concise statement about the
primary similarities and/or differences between the works. Be sure to include the titles of the artworks,
sizes and the artists’ name in your introduction. The subsequent points should directly support your topic.
These points of analysis should always be based upon careful and precise observation of each work. Your
points should be written in a manner that cross references a feature of one work to the other. The form of
your essay should be built using a comparative method, with description, analysis, and meaning providing
the essential elements of your essay.

Write a strong, logical conclusion which restates your thesis. Do not add new ideas at the end of the
essay. Historical information, if it is available, can be added to provide a context for the works.
Minimum - 3 typed pages. Do not use first person.
Just a list to serve as a reminder - Include consideration of the following formal qualities of the art, as
appropriate to the pieces you are discussing:

* Art Elements: Line - organic or geometric; Shape - positive and negative; Color - hue (specific color
names), tint or shade, color schemes or combinations; Value - white to black and shades in between; Texture
- real or illusion; Scale overall, and parts relative size to each other; Space - flat or illusion, real space occu-
pied for 3-D works.

*Composition: How are the elements arranged? Balance - symmetrical or asymmetrical, Unity,
Repetition - pattern or random. Subject Matter: Naturalism: Looks “realistic” or natural. Abstraction:
Simplification of an observable object or person. Non-objective: uses formal qualities only. Materials used.
Technique if known. Skill level. 5
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Sample topic: Select two of a single artist’s works from very different time periods in his/her life. Discuss
how they are show similarities of content and style. Also include the differences which reflect growth as an
artist over time.

Sample topic: Compare and contrast a watercolor scroll painting to a more contemporary painting.
Consider the subject matter, composition and the inherent differences in the mediums.

#5 Research Paper

Select any of the time periods covered by this course. After reading about the topic you have chosen, select
three representative works of art or architecture. These may be from different regions, subgroups, or time
periods of the particular topic you have chosen to research. Make copies of all of the images to include with
your paper.
In your paper you must:
(1) FULLY describe the three selected works
(use visual art elements as a minimal checklist)
(2) discuss the cultural context (function, history, artists’ roles in selected society)
(3) discuss the philosophical or religious (ritual) connection of the objects to the culture
(4) identify common characteristics in the three objects which identify them as products
of that particular culture.

Mechanics: Paper needs a strong introduction and conclusion. Do not write in first person.

Paper must be a minimum of seven pages in length, size 10-12 type, double spaced.

On additional pages list the works cited and footnotes (minimum of five bibliographic references
[your text will be #6 if used] - plus two from the internet - give the correct url (internet address). Be exact
- I'll 100k it up. Bibliographic references and footnotes must be in a standard format. Format for internet
sources will be provided.

Attach copies of your three images.

The paper must have a cover sheet with a title and your name.

Topics must be approved by the instructor.

Deadlines: (from time assignment is made)

Each item will be reviewed by the instructor and returned with suggestions for areas of further
investigation.

week 1 DUE: Topic paragraph - identify the time period and the three works.

week 2 DUE: Outline and preliminary Bibliography.

week 4 DUE: First draft of paper. Include images.

week 6 DUE: Completed paper with all attachments.

Sample Essay Questions

1. What was the role of painting in Chinese art history? culture? How does this relate to'Western ideas
about the “hierarchy” in the arts?

2. Define the concept of animism. Give specific examples of ways it is expressed in Chinese art.

3. Discuss the difference between “craft” and “art” in a western context and in a non-western context.
Give specific examples.
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4. Discuss the ethics, economics and implications of the removal of archeological and artistic works from
their country of origin for placement in private collections and museums.

5. What is the relationship between calligraphy and the other forms of painting in Chinese art?
6. What is the role of the artist in Chinese society? Contrast to the role of the artist in our culture.

7. Discuss the transmission of philosophies and their related artistic styles from India, through China
and Korea to Japan.

8. What is the relationship of burial customs to art in China?

9. List the predominant art forms (techniques/materials) for each ﬁn{e period.

10. How are creation (and other) myths expressed through the artworks of China? Give examples.
11. Discuss the typical characteristics of Chinese architecture.

12. What is the unique architectural form for which China is given credit? What culture inspired it?
What culture adopted it?

13. Who was the first emperor of a united China? What impact did he have on culture? What major
archeological sites are associated with him?

14. What was the importance of the silk trade to Chinese culture?
15. Discuss the Six Canons for Chinese landscape painting developed in the mid-sixth century.
16. What were the dominant philosophies in China? What was the impact of each on art?

17. Which two time periods are known for fortifications and city planning? Discuss geomancy in relation
to Chinese urban design.

18. Discuss the depiction of the human in Chinese painting. How does it reflect Chinese philosophy?

19. How does Buddha’s physical appearance differ in Tang dynasty China from his appearance in India?
20. Discuss the impact of Mao Zedong’s policies on art in China.

Review in the form of Jeopardy Game Show

(NOTE: I have used this process three times in art history courses. Most students seem to enjoy the interac-
tive and competitive aspects of this style of review.)

Small student groups (2-3 people) are each given a list of terms and a set of instructions. Students then
write questions for each of their terms. These are placed on large index cards. A board is set up to hold the
cards. The review requires a student moderator, assistant and scorekeeper. The Instructor acts as judge and
provides correct answers for any unanswered or incorrectly answered questions. Students can serve as the
judge. But it may be necessary to overrule them if they give an incorrect answer. The class divides into
teams. Small prizes are given. Someone always hums the show theme without being asked.
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Chinese Art & Architecture - S. Begchum

Instructions to the students: For each term on your list write a question which uses that term as the
answer. Type your answers OR print very clearly. Bring two (2) copies of terms and questions to class.
You will meet in groups to go over your questions. One set will be turned in for your grade on the exercise.
Keep one set. On index cards (which will be provided) clearly print the term on one side. On the back
write the question. You must bring the completed cards to the following class meeting to play the Jeopardy
Game Review.

terra cotta hypostyle sarcaphagus Imperial City
polychrome iconography continuous narrative Silk Road

regalia lost-wax casting monochromatic painting  Great Wall
mandala pictographs Shang . Temple of Heaven
patrons heroic scale Han ' Qin Shi Huang Di
high relief anthropomorphic Tang Six Canons

bas relief fresco Ming etc. celadon
monochromatic fresco secco porcelain calligraphy
rock-cut tombs nonobjective pagoda woodblock printing
living rock canon - Chang 'an . invention of writing
reliquary abstract scroll jade

canons narrative Five Virtues etc.

Items to Consider for Analysis and Critique of Artworks

Content: Subject matter
Context - time, place, circumstance
Subcontext (not stated but generally known - symbolism)

Style: Naturalism: Looks “realistic’ or natural
Abstraction: Simplification of an observable object or person.
Non-objective: uses formal qualities only
Other "isms" - example: expressionism, impressionism, etc.

Technique: Process
Skill level
Materials - characteristics, appropriateness for project

Audience: Appropriate choices for clear communication with desired audience
Color schemes, icongraphy, etc.
Size appropriate for display area

Formal Qualities

Art Elements: Line - organic or geometric, implied, expressive
Shape - positive and negative, geometric or organic, form for 3-D
Color - hue, tint, shade, color schemes or combinations
simultaneous contrast, optical color mixture
Value - white to black and shades in between
Texture - real or simulated
Scale - overall, and parts relative to each other
Space - flat or illusion, real space occupied for 3-D works
- overlapping, position, perspective - linear or aerial
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Chinese Art & Architecture - S. Beachun

Composition: Balance - symmetrical or asymmetrical, radial, bilateral

Unity or chaotic

Repetition - pattern or random

Emphasis

Rhythm

Variety

Gestalt principles - closure, similarity, proximity
Questions to consider

Do common themes, techniques, compositions, or formal qualities recurr in
multiple works by the same artist or group of artists?

Does skillful technique overwhelm the content?

Does the artist lack skill or confidence in the use of the technique?

Are the materials and techniques appropriate (effective) for the content?

Does the work evoke humor, cynicism, irony, pathos or other emotions in the viewer?

Is the artwork too complex? too simple?

Do you think the artwork has any long-term value (as art - not $)?

Is it interesting each time you seg it over and over?

Can the art be described as subtle, elegant, quiet, harsh, loud, energetic, other adjectives?
Did you feel or think anything new because you experienced this art?

Did it cause you to experience art, or merely see it?

Did your life change because you saw it?
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Section 8 Fine Crafts and Folk Art

List 8-27 Symbols Used in Chinese Art

In the Asian cultures, traditional symbols were understood by all to represent specific thmgs Spirits were be-

lieved to be involved in people’s daily lives.

TWELVE IMPERIAL SYMBOLS
ax

constellations
dragon

flowery bird

fu symbol (bat)
millet and flames
moon

mountain

paired dragons
sun

temple cups
water weed

EIGHT BUDDHIST EMBLEMS
canopy

conch shell

lotus flower

mystic knot

pair of fish

umbrella

vase

wheel of law

FIVE HAPPINESSES (GROUP OF FIVE BATS)
a natural death

health

longevity

love of virtue

officialdom

THREE PERFECTIONS
calligraphy

painting

poetry

NINE PARTS OF A DRAGON
belly of a frog

claws of a hawk

ears of a cow

eyes of a rabbit

palm of a tiger
scales of a carp

THREE ABUNDANCES
hands of Buddha: happiness
peaches: longevity
pomegranates: fecundity

MISCELLANEOUS SYMBOLS

bat: good luck

birds: free, wandering spirit

book: learning

butterfly: symbol of joy

carp: determination, good luck
chrysanthemum: autumn, joy

coin: prosperity

crane: longevity

cranes and pine trees together: old age

dragon (five clawed): only used by the emperor
dragon: strength and beauty

fish: plenty, abundance

fu (bat): good luck

gate gods

ingot of gold: riches

kitchen god and his wife: watch daily activities
lotus: purity, creativity

mystic knot: longevity

pair of mandarin ducks: happy marriage

peach: longevity, happy marriage wishes, immortality

peacock: beauty and dignity

peony: spring, joy

phoenix: combination of pheasant and peacock
pine tree: long life

plum blossom: winter and beauty
pomegranate: fertility, numerous descendants
red: life, happiness

teapot: fertility

three-legged toad: spits gold coins, lives on the moon

tiger: ward away evil spirits
tortoise: luck and wisdom

© 1998 Prentice Hall

head of a camel Dragon of Spring: beginning of life, guardian of the
horns of a deer East
neck of a snake Phoenix of Summer: peak of life, guardian of the South

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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List 8-27 Continued

MISCELLANEOUS SYMBOLS (cont.) The Tiger: 1926, 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998,
Tortoise of Winter: hibernation, luck, guardian of the 2010

North The Hare: 1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999,
White tiger of Autumn: harvest and death, guardian of 2011

the West ’ The Dragon: 1928, 1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000,
Yin: darkness, earth, moon, and quiescence 2012

Yang: light, heaven, sun, and vigor The Snake: 1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001,
2013

COLORS The Horse: 1930, 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002,
red: joy 2014

white: mourning The Sheep: 1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003,

2015 -

BUDDHIST SYMBOLS The Monkey: 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004,
angels 2016

demons The Rooster: 1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005,
devils 2017

The Dog: 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, , ,

THE CHINESE ZODIAC (BASED ON YEAR OF BIRTH) 201g8 1934, 2006

The Rat: 1924, 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 The Boar: 1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007,
The Ox: 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009 2019

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Hume, Helen D., 1933-
The art teacher’s book of lists / Helen D. Hume.
p. cm.
ISBN 0-13-758814-3 (p). — ISBN 0-13-517756-1 (s)
1. Art—Miscellanea. . Title.
N7438.H86 1988
702—dc21 97-36644
CIp

© 1998 by Prentice Hall
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Section 8 Fine Crafts and Folk Art

List 8—-26 Chinese Crafts and Folk Art

Ancient China’s artistic heritage is representative of that of many other Asian regions, whose work is similar. Muse-
ums contain fine examples of Asian porcelains, carvings, bronzes, paintings, lacquerware, screens, and calligraphy.
Asian folk art was created by people who were distanced from the more sophisticated culture of the cities and the
court. It evolved when people made utilitarian objects such as baskets, clothing, and decorations for their homes.

BAMBOO

bamboo trinket boxes
baskets

bird cages

coolie hats

folding fans
furniture

silk parasols

sleeping mats

CLAY (CERAMICS)
ceramic animals
ceramic tiles

ceramic tomb guardians
clay figures

masks

model furniture (for tombs)
pottery pillows

teacups

teapots

toys

whistles

CLOTH
blue dye-resist cloth

embroidered children's collars,
hats, and shoes

embroidered fans
embroidered stories

IVORY |

boats

carved balls within balls
chopsticks

Hume, Helen D., 1933-
The art teacher’s book of lists / Helen D. Hume.

p. cm.

combs

decorative carvings

fans

foo dogs

mahjongg pieces

necklaces

netsuke (toggles for clothing)

JADE

belt buckles

carved chain
carved cups and bowls
decorative carvings
deer

ear “scoop”
earrings

jade bottle

jade screen
pendants

peony
pomegranate
thumb rings
tortoise

METAL

bronze casting

bronze lamps
cloisonné

gold “sleeve weights”
golden armlets

golden earrings
golden hair ornaments
metal bells

silver engraving

ISBN 0-13-758814-3 (p). —.ISBN 0-13-517756-1 (s)
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PAPER

fans

kites

lanterns

paper cuttings
paper flowers
umbrellas
woodblock prints

STRAW

straw mosaic bookmarks
straw mosaic boxes

OTHER

boat carved from peachstone
calligraphy

carpets, hand knotted and carved
carved peachstone beads
carved seal (chop)

dough figures

lacquer screens

mask making

paintings

papermaking

porcelain

shadow puppets

stone carving

toys

woodcarving

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Section 10 Museums

List 10-8 American Museums with Special
Emphasis on Asian Art

CALIFORNIA

Asian Art Museum, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco

Fine Arts Gallery, Plaza de Panama, Balboa Pa{-k, San
Diego

Japanese American National Museum, 369 E. 1st St.,
Los Angeles

Korean American Museum, 3333 Wilshire Blvd., Los
Angeles

M.H. de Young Memorial Museum, Golden Gate Park,
San Francisco

Pacific Asia Museum, 46 N. Robles Ave., Palo Alto

CONNECTICUT _
Yale Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel St., New Haven ‘

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution,
1050 Independence Ave. SW

Freer Gallery, 12th St. and Jefferson Dr., SW

ILLINOIS

Art Institute of Chicago, Michigan Ave. at Adams St.,
Chicago

Chinese Museum, 2002 S. Wentworth Ave., Chicago

Oriental Institute Museum, 1155 E. 58th St., Chicago

NEW JERSEY

Newark Museum, 49 Washington St., Newark
Princeton University Art Museum, Princeton

NEW YORK _

The Asia Society Galleries, 725 Park Ave., New York City

Brooklyn Museum. 200 Eastern Pkwy., Brooklyn

Japan Society Gallery, 333 E. 47th St., New York City

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1000 Fifth Ave., New York
City

NORTH CAROLINA

Mint Museum of Art, 2730 Randolph Rd., Charlotte

OHIO

Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Bivd., Cleveland
Dayton Art Institute, 456 Belmonte Park, Dayton
Johnson Museum, Coshocton )

Museum of Burmese Arts, Granville

Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo

OREGON

Museum of Art, University of Oregon, Eugene
Portland Art Museum, Portland
PENNSYLVANIA

Everhart Museum, Nay Aug Park, Scranton

INDIANA ‘University of Pennsylvania Institute of Contemporary
Indianapolis Museumn of Art, 1200 W. 38th St., Indi- Art, 118 S. 36th St.., Philadelphia

anapolis RHODE ISLAND
MASSACHUSETTS Rhode Island School of Design Museum, 224 Benefit

Fogg Art Museum, 32 Quincy St., Cambridge
Mount Holyoke College Art Museum, South Hadley
Museum of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington Ave., Boston
Museum of Fine Arts, 49 Chestnut St., Springfield

Museum of the American China Trade, 215 Adams
Street, Milton

Worcester Art Museum, Worcester

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 Third Ave. S., Min-
neapolis

Minnesota Museum of Art, 75 West 5th, St. Paul

MISSOURI

Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, 4525 Oak St., Kansas
City

Hume, Helen D., 1933-
The art teacher’s book of lists / Helen D. Hume.

St., Providence
Rockefeller Library, Providence

SOUTH CAROLINA
Florence Museum, Florence

TEXAS

Museum of Oriental Cultures, 418 Peoples St., Corpus
Christi

VIRGINIA

Hermitage Foundation Museum, 3637 N. Shore Rd.,
Norfolk

WASHINGTON

Seattle Asian Art Museum, 1400 E. Prospect St., Volun-
teer Park, Seattle

Wing Luke Asian Museum, 407 Seventh Ave. S., Seattle

Q pP. <m.

ISBN 0-13-758814-3 (p). — IééN 0-13-517756-1 (s) 6]998 by Prentice Hall
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Fulbright-Hays Seminars Abroad Curriculum Project for

"China: Tradition and Transfomation"
June 27 - July 30, 1998

submitted by Jeanne Brubaker

"In Pursuit of the Color Green: Chinese Women Artists in Transition"

A Slide Lecture for Public and Educational Presentation

most recent including:

Bechtel International Center, Stanford University, Stanford, CA - "China: Crossing Borders"
exhibit (9/11/98)

New College of California, San Francisco, CA - seminar on "Creativity and the Shape of
Culture" (8/1/98)

New College of California, San Francisco, CA - seminar on "Dimensions of Color in Art"
(8/22/98)

Prison Arts Project, Central California Women's Facility, Chowchilla, CA "Chinese Women
Artists in Transition" (8/30/98) .

San Jose State University, San Jose, CA - "Legacy of Asia" seminar (9/22/98)

Prison Arts Project, Deuel Vocational Institution, Tracy, CA "Chinese Traditions in the Arts
(9/26/98)

City College of San Jose, San Jose City College, San Jose, CA "Chinese Women Artists in
Transition" (10/7/98)

West Valley College, Saratoga, CA "Asian-Western Mediterranean Connections in the Ancient
World" (10/9/98)

New College of California, San Francisco, CA - seminar on "Creativity and the Shape of
Culture" (11/14/98) ' ‘

Prison Arts Project, California Training Facility, Soledad, CA "Chinese Traditions in the Arts”
(11/19/98)

Green is the color of prosperity in China, often traditionally associated with the symbol of the
dragon, a metaphor for ultimate vitality, both physical and spiritual. The dragon is also a
symbol of union between the earthly and heavenly systems. In the earthly system, Chinese
women's creativity and hopes for a vital artistic career are intensely defined by social
conditionning. They live in a society with a powerful collectivist social structure. To become a
self-actualized artist --- whether painter, writer, dancer, musician, actress or architect --- is a
formidable prospect for contemporary Chinese women. Understanding how women function
as artists in contemporary Chinese society requires a general overview of China's institutional
roots. Individualism as we know it in the West, whether manifest in guaranteed freedoms and
rights, or in extreme forms of alienation, did not develop in China. According to Yi Fu Tuan,
author of Segmented Worlds and Self, "Modern scholars have often noted that Chinese
individualism lacked institutional support. China did not have a strong middle-class, a vigorous
capitalism, a church that fought against the state for its prerogatives and competing religions that
argued for the primacy of conscience in confrontation with authority.” Individualism, self, and
self-consciousness are concepts that are an outstanding product of Western culture. So,
Chinese women's quest for prosperity as artists is still inextricable from a larger collective
system, even if that system is experiencing profound changes.
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A commitment to the collective social order seems to be a deeply ingrained trait of the Chinese
people. Confucianism did not create it, but rather built upon it. Educational edicts, morality
books, public lectures, sermons, village compacts, community schools, mutual responsibility
associations and self-help groups have all been essential ingredients in the moral ecology of
traditional Chinese society. According to Tu Wei-ming in his esssay /ntellectual Effervescence
in China (Daedalus Journal of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Spring, 1992)

" __the manner of living ordinary life in China, constrained by the circumstances of initial
conditions compounded by the institutional imperatives of modernizaton, makes Chinese
society radically different from anything that exists in Western Europe, North America, or
industrial East Asia."

Today, the renewed faith that the cultivation of the person and the regulation of the family are
preconditions of organic social solidarity and governance of the state is not a surprise. So, in
the context of traditional family, religion and social structure, how do Chinese women artists
reinvent themselves within the larger system? How do they find a venue for their creative
work? Facing tremendous social and economic change --- government-run factory shut-downs,
the impact of joint venure businesses, the diaspora of a floating labor population, the one child
family policy --- the most viable option for Chinese women artists is to reinvent themselves in
the traditional arts in pursuit of prosperity symbolized by the color green. To a Chinese
woman, prosperity is not only financial, it is not only a career or folk art expression that really
works in the world, but the joining of material with spiritual values representing family and
community solidarity. It is the green dragon of ultimate vitality, union of physical and spiritual,
the recognition that we are part of an earthly system.

Let us begin with a brief overview of women's roles in China's “Deep Past” (Michael
Oksenberg’s term from his 6/26/98 lecture) by taking an imaginary visit to the Terracotta
Warrior Tombs of the Emperor Qin Shi Huang near Xi’an (200's B.C.), to the Tang cultural
period in Xi’an (618-907) and to the Imperial Forbidden City and Temple of Heaven in Beijing
(from 1400-to 1911). Try to imagine how traditional women’s lives were impacted by an
emerging Imperialist and then strictly codifed Imperialist social structure.

After evoking the status of women during these two periods, we will review Chinese
Communism’s ascent to power, looking at the work of Soong Ching Ling, Dr. Sun Yatsen's
wife, an intellectual, writer and organizer active during the formative years of Communism in
Shanghai and later in Beijing. The impact of Communism is a massive history of state
penetration into society, one that became exhausted by political campaign and land reform. At
the close of the Cultural Revolution (late 60’s), the nation was left emotionally depleted and near
civil war. Many women had made tremendous sacrafices of their artistic creativity to fulfil
obligations to Communism's social programs.

The last 20 years have been the best in the last 150 years for Chinese women artists, however
China remains a bewildering paradox for them. Embedded in an eclectic political system are
four separate systems influencing women's prosperity. Mobilization, growing out of the
Communist past runs campaigns, coordinates the state and pushes the population forward.
Sovietization features remnant control freaks of the Marxist Leninist managed economy.
Institutions since 1970 have evolved into various systems that manage foreigners, joint ventures
and tourist hotels. China has become a semi-market economy as well, existing outside of state
control, inchoate, newly forming, influencing the reappearance of religion and the beginning of
grass roots and mystical organizations not under state control. The role of women participants
and artists in spiritual rituals of Buddhist, Taoist and Zen temples is currently enjoying a new
Renaissance. This is expressed both in their reverence of Quanyin, the goddess of compassion
and mercy and in their involvement in the art of paper folding to create lotus sculptures
constructed of bamboo paper and used as offerings in these temples.
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National Minorities women, composing 55 individual minorities, comprise 7 % of China’s total
population. Liu Tieliang, Professor of Chinese Languages and Literature at Beijing Normal
University expressed surprise at the abundantly diverse spiritual traditions and folk customs of
the minorities people. Both folk and religious traditions are very popular to tourists today.
Professor Tieliang feels that the Han Chinese don’t really practice a fixed belief. “If you want
to learn about religion, you must turn to the peasants "...there are so many local distinctions and
communities different from one another.” In minorities villages, dragon folk tales, house gods,
door gods and myths figure prominently. Women folk artists directly support the annual cycle
of folk festivals enjoyed in rural China: Spring festivals, New Year’s festivals, Lantern
festivals, Pure Brightness festivals, Dragon Boat festivals, Double Six festivals, Double Seven
festivals, Mid-Autumn festivals and Double Nine festivals all enhance the collective village’s
imagination about the beauty of food, flowers, the environment and even the night sky. Many
minorities women artists have revived their arts and crafts traditions for the tourist economy and
sales of these folk crafts serve to directly support the family’s prosperity, paying for more
modermn tools and household amenities. :

Temples used for sacrifices are found in every village and there has been a complete shift in
attitude toward their use since the Cultural Revolution and economic reform. Whereas before,
the government attempted to promote changes in cultural customs and religious faith, now there
is a “hands off” policy. In Taoism, Buddhism and Confucianism, we see possibilities for how
Chinese women may relate to nature, belief in the afterlife, a higher ideal or ethical modes of
behavior. However, Shamanism, indigenous perhaps from the earliest days of oracle bone
reading, can offer healing, ecstasy or great joy (“xiangfen”). With the assistance of a spirit or
animal helper, the soul may receive assistance and healing through connection with a non-
ordinary reality facilitated by a shaman. Shamans help to solve problems and bring healing.
Before, this practice was performed exclusively by a male Shaman. Now, more women believe
in Shamanism and support it, often becoming shamans themselves.

Contemporary women artists are not enamored with Mao. Their expressive impetus fluctuates
between experimental styles in painting and sculpture which at times incorporates western
techniques and at other times addresses social and political concerns. The few women who do
manage to become financially successful, do so through assistance of Hong Kong galleries and
end up moving to Hong Kong (prior to the Asian Economic Crisis at least). Although few
women artists have made it to the annual Venice Biennale, some styles in art include
westernized Neo Realism, allegorical combinations of East/West ideas, Political Pop and even
images of Mao staring at bikini-clad blondes. A Hong Kong woman artist who fascinated me
the most is the anonymous *“Ruby Doll” poster artist whose art posters were banned by Hong
Kong authorities due to their explicit critique of the ideal “Barbie Doll” female figure. These
non look-alike rosy inflatables challenged a value system that exploits women’s bodies as
consumer product, as Kowloon prostitute and as disadvantaged factory worker exploited in
“Barbie” sweatshops. In this case, political statements in art exhibited prominently in the
Kowloon keraoake bar prostitution district, a district particularly inpenetrable for Association
for the Advancement of Feminism workers, questionned the exploitation of Chinese prostitutes
coming in from the People’s Republic of China. Karaoke bar ads circulating in interior China
offer women $20,000 a month (of which the bar retains 50%). Three months of this work
constitutes more than these women can earn at home in fifteen years. In this case, the “Ruby
Doll” posters question the pursuit of the color green for its own sake and emphasize the color
red of women's bodies - bloated to capacity in their exploitation by consumer Capitalism.

From Imperial China to Karaoke Hong Kong, Chinese women artists are continually challenged
to realize the color green, the dragon symbol of prosperity in creating a lifestyle of vitality that
joins physical with spiritual well-being. This prospect seems to have changed little from
China’s imperial roots to today’s inchoate, newly-forming market economy.
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List of lecture slides:

slides:
XI'AN - Starting point of the Silk Road, Qin Dynasty (221-207 BC) through Tang Dynasty

(618-907)

1. QIN (221-207): Great unifiers. Uniform system of currency, units of weights and
measures established. First bureaucritic cabinet appears. First Qin emperor cruel and
autocratic. Confucian scholars form resistance movement. Persecution of Confucian scholars
(460 buried alive in Xi’an). Confucian writings burned wherever found. Bamboo books with
Confucian writing burned for a solid month. Construction of monolithic burial site for Emperor
Qin Shi Huang by conscripted labor of the common working people, ie. craftsmen, ceramicists,
painters, construction workers. Many laborers entombed alive in the graves to keep Huang’s
tomb construction a secret. Qin Shi Huang paranoid of uprisings by the people. Confiscates all
bronze implements in region, including bronze plow heads and farming equipment. Stores these
in tombs as well. At his death, tombs are razed by commoners to retrieve their bronze tools and
to eradicate his memory. Lives of the wives of these craftsmen who no doubt assisted in the
ceramics crafts must have been emotionally challenging.

slides: Images of Qin female courtesans and domestic workers in terracotta; Tombs 1, 2, 3:
Terracotta warriors, archers, charioteers and horses: Bronze Chariot and Horses

2. TANG (618-907): Culture and the arts flourish. One million people living in Xi’an. Streets
laid out geometrically. Bells rung at gates in morning, drums resounding at the gates at dusk.
Economic and cultural prosperity in the arts. Music, dance, musical instruments introduced
from West Asia. Tri-color glazed pottery and camels appear. Tai Zong most supportive of
bringing Buddhism into China from India. Tai Zong's minister, Xuan Zang, studies Buddhism
in India for 17 years bringing back the sutras with him. Forms basis for the "Monkey King"
(journey to the West to bring back the scriptures accompanied by monkies, etc.). The arts
coupled with the promotion of Buddhism during this period no doubt offered women more
freedom of creative expression. '

slides: Classical Tang Dance congert - contemporary women dancers performing at a Xi’an
theater wearing Tang era mixed with modem costume designs.

Yang Yu Qin's art of paper cuts - demonstration at Xi’an hotel.

Big Goose Pagoda - slides featuring stupa architecture; women, children and familes offering
incense and worshipping at Big Goose Pagoda.

Great Mosque of Xi’an - slides or architecture, nearby antique market.

i’ian Institute of Classical Painting - women painters at work creating classical chinese brush
paintings in calligraphy and landscape genres.

Xi’an textile factory - women silk rugweavers working on looms.

Xi’an night market - women selling crafts, flowers and food on X'ian streets.

3. BELJING (1400-1900) To get a sense of how the past influences perception of the present
and to recreate in our mind the experience of going to see the emperor, we enter the Forbidden
city via the main gate with Mao’s portrait with “trembling knees and ashen face” (Oksenberg).
There was nothing outside this realm that was superior. In the main temples of Beijing
(including the Confucian Temple, White Cloud Taoist Temple and Yong He Gong Tibetan
Lamasery), there are countless stone steles from 1638-1911 with names of the graduates of the
Confucian Academy. From this period, human beings derive identity through a network of
enmeshed social relationship. No concept of individual self-identity. No Hobbesian conception
S
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of human beings living in a natural state before the rise of social organizations. No Freudian id
or concept of sin. Whole family is responsible for what happens. In contrast to Locke where
main purpose of government is regulation, protection from avarice of leaders, in the Confucian
Imperial system, the ideas is to make individuals accessible to the state so everyone can realize
his or her potential moral exemplar in rhythm with the patterns of the universe. Knowing one’s
social role and performing it well ensured a well-regulated society leading to prosperity versus
chaos. However, not all humans are equal, because not all people have the capacity to achieve
this moral insight. Prosperity and happiness come from knowing one’s role and performing it
well. Certainly the empress and emperor’s concubines had little choice but to perform their best
within such a long-lasting court system, understanding that prosperity came through the linkage
of heaven and earth.

slides: Forbidden City (In September, 1998, Zubin Mehta conducted the music here for a
staging of Puccini’s opera “Turandot” using Chinese actresses): Wumen Gate - for emperor’s
sole use; Jinshui He - Golden Water Stream; Taihemen - Gate of Supreme Harmony;
Taihedian - Hall of Supreme Harmony; Zhonghedian - Hall of Middle harmony; Baohedian -
Preserving Harmony Hall; Qiangingong - Palace of Heaveny Purity; Jiaotaidian - Hall of
Union; Kinningong - Palace of Earthly Tranquility; Imperial gardens, "Temple of 1,000
Waterfalls"; residential quarters of empress and concubines.

Temple of Heaven - built by Emperor Yongle in early Qing years and only used once a year for
the annual winter solstice ceremonies (sacrafices to gods of harvest for successful crops), no
one was allowed to see the ceremony or the procession to the temple. Commoners required to
board up their windows. Sacred geometry layout (circle within square symbolic of earth and
heaven). The emperor was the go-between of these two realms. Culmination of ceremony
marked by huge musical ensemble of brass bells, drums, string instruments and gongs.
Peking Opera - slides of women actresses of the Beijing Opera Institute performing at the
Liyuan Theatre, Qianmen Hotel.

4. SHANGHALI (1921-49 to contemporary): Communism’s success was built upon the
popular defeat of the Japanese, a commitment to not let China be overrun by foreigners. The
early phase of Communism brought unity, forced a gaze to the potential of the interior. It was a
peasant revolution with a srong populism. Shanghai is a wonderful example of the effect of
Communist populism. Forty years of missing history reveal Communism’s taking Shanghai
people by the neck to develop the interior. Communism literally took Shanghai people to create
textile factories and universities elsewhere, creating a Chinese diaspora. 70% of the budget for -
economic construction came from Shanghai, the “cash cow.” Now, the reason Shanghai is
developing is because they can keep their money and the coast is resurfacing in its
entrepreneurial role. However, growing disparities may be seen between coastal economic
development and that of the interior from which a new type of floating labor population diaspora
is being generated by the closing of state-run factories. Soong Ching Ling, wife of Dr. Sun
Yatsen, whose sister married Chiang Kaishek, worked with the founding movement of
“Communism and for liberation of the people from the Guomintang, founded welfare programs
for women and children and was elected Vice President of the People’s Republic of China for
several consecutive years. As an intellectual, writer and organizer, she worked with Edgar
Snow, Paul Robeson and others for liberation of the oppressed. Prosperity is sought on every
level of life in Shanghai, a boom town in joint venture business enterprise. Try to imagine the
hordes of minimum wage construction workers either in the trenches digging foundations out
by hand or erecting bamboo scaffolding for infrastructure work of new high rise. Most of these
displaced workers, let go from government-owned factores now closed, account for the absent
National Minorities husbands, a floating labor population --- counterparts of the 75%
unemployed women from the interior provinces. While Shanghai has become a new cheap
labor market, prosperity seems like an abstract hope for the minority women left behind.
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slides: Shanghai residence of Soong Ching Ling - in the old French Concession; Photos of
Zhou Enlai and Mao Ledong dining with her; Photos of 10 years of her life with Sun Yatsen;
Photographs of old French Concession neighborhood and it’s historic registry buildings, a
neighborhood noted for its 1920’s subculture of underground Communist meetings. -

Longhua Cemetary of the Martyrs - burial place of those who died fighting for cause of Chinese
Communism in decades leading to 1949. Workers, activists, students massacred in Shanghai
by Chiang Kaishek in 1920’s are buried here in what was the main execution ground, many
including women.

Longhua Si (345) - in a 1700 year old pagoda in a ramshackle impoverished neighborhood with
haunting shadowy spaces filled by gold gilt sakyamunis, maitreyas, arhats and demons, statues
of Quanyin, goddess of compassion and mercy remind us of the feminizing influence of
Buddhism. Many Chinese women revere Quanyin and maintain shrines in their home and work
places dedicated to her.

Portraits of Shanghai Women’s Federation representatives - Hua Li Li and Zhang Ya Fen
concede that the return to religion has become very popular lately. Women pray to the gods to
adddress grievances, seek help, realize prosperity and because it makes them feel good.

Jade Buddha Zen Temple - Bubbling, crackling wax burning in pots. Incense smoke spiraling.
Heaps of flowers piled high on altar ledges. Money strewn about floor, fallen from altar ledges.
Monks busy cleaning mounds of flowers, incense and paper prayers. Local paper-fold women
artists sell Lotus Flower paper sculpture art - to be burned as offerings accompanying prayers.
Shanghai AcrobaticTheater - founded in 1951, many women acrobatic artists have won gold
medal competitions in France and abroad in categories such as the Grand Teeterboard, Pug
Taming, Playing Card Miracles and Elephant Taming. Although there is little room for original
choreography, some young performers enjoy their social status.

Shanghai High Rise - visit to Shanghai Center architectural offices of Portman, based in
Atlanta, Georgia; Slides of high rise models and architecture seen from upper floor; Slides of
architect Lell Barnes discussing complex dilemnas of high-rise construction in Shanghai.

5. KUNMING, YUNNAN PROVINCE (contemporary): The Yunnan Silk Road existed
for 2,000 years and was the main linkage with Southeast Asia. In 1937-39, the Burma road
was constructed to bring in supplies and soldiers for the Chinese resistance against the
Japanese. War with Japan closed off the rest of China with the exception of this route. Now,
more people are migrating from the countryside to cities in Yunnan looking for work. In the
Yunnan Ethnography Museum of the Yunnan Institute of Nationalities, Tang Ye Bi, a former
dancer and member of the Yunnan Dancers’s Association, explains matrilineal traditions of
some of the minority peoples. In one group, women and children live separately from the men.
The men come to visit the women at night. No one knows whose children are whose. As
children are born, they take the name of their uncle (mother’s brother). Shamanism is practiced
widely in remote villages utilizing fetish materials for divination, healing, dealing with
psychological problems and even sexual attraction. Taoist temples closer to Kunming are used
to capacity by both women folk art vendors and shrine visiters. Folk art stalls line entrances to
shrines and feature colorfully crafted trinkets, incised silver jewelry, brilliant textiles and rural
cuisine. The Suni women of Shilin Stone Forest aggressively pursue prosperity selling unique
folk dolls dressed in local fabrics, embroidered baby caps and textiles. The myth of Ashima
features a beautiful common woman who becomes a goddess in the form of powerful rock
formations which rise from the ground while she escapes an undesired suitor who overwhelms
her with flooding waters. Women folk dancers of the Suni village of Shilin perform such
myths in dance performances for tourists. They are greatly admired by the young children of
the village. Suni women’s prosperity is the greening of family and community solidarity
through the arts.



slides:

Yunnan Institute of Nationalities Ethnography Museum - Minority Nationalities women’s
costumes, jewelry, domestic replicas and shamanistic art.

(Sanging Ge) Dragon Gate Grotto - a narrow path and tunnels lead along a sheer rock mountain
side to a series of sanctuaries dedicated to Quanyin and the Taoist gods of study and
righteousness; Slides of women folk art vendors and women praying and offering incense at
the shrines.

Yunnan Nationalities Village - a cross-section of architectural replicas of nationalities villages,
including shamanistic sculpture and ethnic dance performances; Slides of women perfoming
ethnic dances and selling brilliandy colored textiles and folk arts

Golden Temple - features a Qing-era emperor as the basis for a love legend. Enshrined in the
main sanctuary, his legend purports him to be a magician of sorts and in a dream he visualizes
one of the most beautiful women in China. He is so powerful, he is able to materialize her and
fulfil their union in a life long love.

Shilin Stone Forest and Suni Village - slides of Suni women folk artists creating dolls and
textiles; Slides of Door God posters; Portrait slide of a female opera singer giving an
impromptu performance in the main pavilion of the Stone Forest.

6. HONG KONG (contemporary): Hong Kong became a British prize with trade port status
ebbing and flowing with larger China in 1842. By 1949, Shanghai capitalists fled China to
Hong Kong to set up manufacturing. After being closed to the west for 30 yars, Hong Kong
opened up again in 1979 to become an economic gateway to Asia, looking outward. British
rule for 150 years with its constitutional rule of law and democratic institutions let the economy
run itself as a free port. Ultimately democracy did not work here, partly because the Chinese
don’t like democracy. Political tension is created by an elitist civil sevice composed of the elite
generation and new generations trying to make government accountable. Fears prevailed before
the reversion about loss of liberties, however, little seems to have changed with Beijing’s
“hands off” policy. The main changes are the impact of the Asian Economic Crisis. The
Association for the Advancement of Feminism, founded in 1989, is dedicated to research and
publishing of womens oral histories, biographies, womens issues and sexual discrimination
protection. The women least accessible to the AAF are prostitutes employed by the Kowloon
karaoke bars. The AAF can’t get past the front doors of karaoke bars to find out about health
needs or possible abusive conditions these women may be experiencing.

slides:

Hong Kong high rise - buildings at night seen from Victoria Harbor.

Kowloon Karaoke Bar District - slides of street views, bar signs and market vendors.

Man Mo Temple - Taoist gods of literature (Man) and the martial arts (Mo); Women offering
incense, praying and throwing fortune telling sticks. -

Pak Tai Temple, Cheng Chau Island - Pak Tai, god of the Sea; Women assisting in a chanting
" ritual accompanied by drum and gong music.

Association for the Advancement of Feminism - slides of Wai Ha Lam, AAF Director

“Ruby Doll” - poster slides courtesy of Association for the Avancement of Feminism

Jeanne Brubaker, Santa Cruz, California, December 1998
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“In Pursuit of the Color Green: Chinese Women Artists in Transition” - Bibli h

“Beijing Opera of China” (catalogue), Beijing Opera Institute, Liyuan Theatre, Qianmen Hotel,
Beijing, 1995

Binyon, Laurence, The Flight of the Dragon, John Murray, Ltd., London, 1943
Bussagli, Mario, Chinese Painting, Paul Hamlyn Ltd., London, 1969
Campbell, Joseph, The Masks of God: Oriental Mythology, Penguin Books, N.Y., 1962

Chah, Zhen, Jade Buddha Zen Temple, Jade Buddha Zen Temple Administration, Shanghai,
P.R. China, 1992

Chang, Jung, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China, Doubleday, N.Y., 1991
Cowan, Tom, Pocket Guide to Shamanism, Crossing Press, Freedom, California, 1997

“Ethnic Culture Exhibtion” (catalogue), Yunnan Institute of Nationalities, Kunming, Yunnan,
P.R. China, 1985

“Exhibition of Gems: New Finds in Field Archaeology of China,” Shaanxi History Museum,
Xi’an, P.R. China, 1997

Exploring China, Fodor Travel Publications, N.Y., 1997

Fontana, David, The Secret Language of Symbols, Chronicle Books, San Francisco, 1994

“Guidebook of Xi’an Great Mosque” (catalogue), Great Mosque Administation Office, Xi’an,
P.R. China, 1994

Hamana, Charles and Wang Wu, Ying Yang: The Chinese Way of Love, Allan Wingate Ltd.,
London, 1971

Highwater, Jamake, Myth and Sexuality, Penguin Grou, N.Y., 1991
Insight Guide; Beijing, A.P.A. Publications, Hong Kong, P.R.China, 1998

Lefebvre D’Argence, Rene-Yvon, Bronze Vessels of Ancient China in the Avery Brundage
Collection, Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, San Francisco, 1977

Man Mo Temple, Tung Wah Hospitals Group, Hong Kong, P.R.China, 1995
Mann, A.T. Sacred Architecture, Elemc;nt Books, Ltd., United Kingdom, 1993

Rawson, Philip and Laszlo Legeza, Tao: The Eastern Philosophy of Time and Change, Avon
Books, N.Y., 1973

Selections of Masterworks in the Collection of the National Palace Museum, National Palace
Museum, Taiwan, Republic of China, 1972

“Shaanxi History Museum “(catalogue), Shaanxi History Museum, Xi’an, P.R.China 1997
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“Shanghai Museum Guidebook” (catalogue), Shanghai Museum, P.R.China, 1997

Shanghai Museum: Ancient Chinese Sculpture Gallery, Shanghai Museum, P.R.China, 1997
Shanghai Museum: Chinese Minority Nationalities Art Gallery, Shanghai Museum, P.R.China,

1997

“Shanghai Women Today” (catalogue), Shanghai Women'’s Federation, Shanghai, P.R. China,
1994

“Soong Ching Ling” (historical registry residence catalogue), Shanghai, 1995
Tegear, Mary, Chinese Art, Thames and Hudson, London, 1980
The White Cloud Daoist Temple, Chinese Daoist Association, Beijing, P.R. China, 1994

Tomb Treasures from China: The Burial Art of Ancient Xi’an, Asian Art Museum of San

Francisco, San Francisco, 1994

Tsu, Lao, Tao Te Ching, Bantam Books, N.Y., 1990

Tuan, Yi-Fu, Segmented Worlds and Self, University of Minnesota Press, Minnesota, 1997
Vitebsky, Piers, The Shaman, Little, Brown and Co., N.Y., 1995

Wei-ming, Tu, “Intellectual Effervescence in China,” Daedalus Journal of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Spring, 1992

Whitfield, Roderick, In Pursuit of Antiquity: Chinese Paintings of the Ming and Ch’ing
Dynasties from the Morse Collection, The Art Museum of Princeton University, Meriden
Gravure, 1969

“Ruby Doll Paintings,” Women’s News Digest, Association for Advancement of Feminism,
Hong Kong, P.R. China, 1997

“Yonghe Gong: A Famous Temple in Beijing” (catalogue), Yonghe Gong Adminstration
Office, China Picture-Story Book Publishing House, Beijing, P.R.China, 1995

“Yunnan Institute of the Nationalities” (catalogue), Foreighn Affairs Offfice, Kunming,
P.R.China, 1997

Yunnan: Southwest China’s Little-Known Land of Eternal Spring, Passport Bbooks,
Lincolnwood, Illinois, 1987
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"CROSSING BORDERS: CHINA & MOROCCO"

JEANNE BRUBAKER
MIXED MEDIA PAINTINGS & PHOTOGRAPHS

September 3 - 30, 1998

reception: Friday, September 11 6-8 PM
8 PM slide lecture: Meridians 2,000: Arts & Life in China Today

BECHTEL INTERNATIONAL CENTER

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
422 Lagunita Drive
Stanford, California 94305
(650) 723-1831
Mon - Fri: 8 AM - 10 PM; Sat-Sun: 5 PM- 10 PM

Jeanne Brubaker
4237 Starboard Court
Soquel, California 95073
(408) 476-1019
This program has received generous support from the
U.S. Dept. of Education, U.S. China Relations Committee
and the Chinese and Moroccan Ministries of Education
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DEFACTO MYTHS
Paintings of China

JEANNE BRUBAKIER

November 18 - December 18, 1998

NEW WORLD GALLERY
555 Dana Avenue
San Jose, California 95126

Hours: by appointment
Contact: Eileen Zamora, Visual Arts Coordinator
Lincoln AVPA Magnet (408) 535-6300 x352

This program made possible through generous support of the
US. Department of Education, US. China Relations Committee and
E MC The People’'s Republic of China Ministry of Education
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Bechtel Internatiomal Center

Stanford University :
422 Lagunita Drive S m aes |
Stanford, California 94305 2

(605) 723-1831 or 723-1271 Bt I s

4 B

PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 17, 1998

JEANNE BRUBAKER

CROSSING BORDERS: CHINA AND MOROCCO.
MIXED MEDIA PAINTINGS & PHOTOGRAPHS

Santa Cruz artist Jeanne Brubaker, will exhibit 30 mixed media paintings and photographs
based on her participation in two Fulbright-Hays seminars with a focus on Chinese and
Moroccan culture at the Bechtel International Center from September 3 through September
30, 1998. Her imagery explores traditional and contemporary aspects of living in cultures
undergoing radical change approaching the year 2.000. How do cultural traditions create
stability? How can these traditions be re-envisioned in new formats to provide unique
venues for imagining the future?

Crossing Borders: China & Morocco will present a variety of impressionistic views
which move back and forth between women's spirituality in the context of family, religion
and workplace and the traditional culture based on folklore, myth and ritual. Paintings and
photographs include sharing the world with men through creative problem solving. Her
work also explores juxtapositions between direct photo journalism and the more enigmatic
dream imagery of collage which sometimes creates a playful dialogue. Ms. Brubaker's work
is based on a life long interest in the power of folklore, myth and ritual to influence our
everyday life. As a humanities instructor for West Valley College, Saratoga, Jeanne has
been researching various ways to include the non-western spiritual traditions of Buddhism,
Taoism and Islam into her curriculum along with contemporary views of women living in
Asian and North African cultures. She has also been influenced by the mythology research
of Carl Jung and Joseph Campbell. Crossing Borders: China and Morocco  captures
both the intricate and the bold! Gallery viewers will experience the vivid use of saturated
color and surface design rooted in the traditional arts while looking at ordinary photo-
graphs of people, still-lifes and the landscape as a deeper journey into feelings of two
cultures undergoing change.

The public is invited to a reception for the artist Friday, September 11 from 6:00-8:00 PM at
the Bechtel International Center.  Meridians 2,000: Arts & Life in China Today, a
slide lecture, will be presented at 8:00 PM by the artist who has just returned from a 4 week
Fulbright-Hays seminar in China. The slide lecture will cover her travels to Beijing, X'ian,
Kunming, Shanghai and Hong Kong. Fulbright-Hays Seminars Abroad programs are
sponsored by the U. S. Department of Education, Washington D.C., with financial support of
host countries. The seminars include briefings from U. S. consulates and embassies, special
lectures by host country university professors, Vvisits to historical monuments such as
palaces, tombs, temples and gardens and visits with families of the host countries.

The Bechtel International Center on the Stanford campus admrinisters applications for
Fulbright and Rhodes-Marshall fellowships. Crossing Borders: China & Morocco has
received generous support from the U. S. Department of Education, the U. S. China Relations
Committee and the Chinese and Moroccan Ministries of Education. For further information
or directions to Bechtel International Center please call (650) 723-1831 or 723-1271 or
contact the artist at (408) 476-1019.

"85



JEANNE BRUBAKER
“CHINA-CROSSING BORDERS” EXHIBITION
MIXED MEDIA PAINTINGS & PHOTOGRAPHS

BECHTEL INTERNATIONAL CENTER, STANFORD UNIVERSITY
September 3 - 30, 1998

Checklist of artworks

1.

"BAl WOMAN"

DALI,

YUNNAN PROVINCE

Color photo print, 15" x 12" 1998

2.

"DOOR GUARDIANS"

SANI VILLAGE,

YUNNAN PROVINCE

Color photo print, 15" x 12" 1998

3.

"EXQUISITE CONCUBINE"
TANG DYNASTY (618-906),
XI'AN :
Mixed media painting/monotype print
21" x 17" 1998

4.

"QUANYIN"

MING DYNASTY (1368-1644),
SHANGHAI

Mixed media painting/monotype print
21" x 17" 1998

5.

"WHITE JADE SAKYAMUNI"
JADE BUDDHA TEMPLE,
SHANGHAI

Mixed media painting/monotype print
21" x 17" 1998

6.

"MIAO WOMAN"

YUNNAN PROVINCE

Mixed media painting/monoytpe print
21" x 17" 1998




7.

"CHARM FOR HEALING

WITH QIN TOAD"

QIN DYNASTY (221-206 BC),
XI'AN

Mixed media painting/monotype print
25 172" x 18" 1998

8.

"TAO DRAGON"

WHITE CLOUD TEMPLE,
BEUING '

Mixed media painting/monotype print
23" x 18" 1998

9.

"VAJRA WISDOM"

DRAGON GATE GROTTO,
KUNMING

Color photo print, 19" x 15" 1998

10.

"LISHI (WARRIOR GUARDIAN)"
TANG DYNASTY (618-906),
YUNGANG CAVES,

DATONG

Mixed media painting/monotype print
21" x 17" 1998

11.

"INCENSE AND CANDLES"
GOLDEN TEMPLE,

KUNMING

Color photo print, 15" x 12" 1998

12.

"COILED INCENSE"
MAN MO TEMPLE,
HONG KONG

Watercolor, 21" x 17" 1998

13.

"YAMANTAKA"

(DIAMOND OF POWER & VIRTUE)
YONGHE GONG TIBETAN TEMPLE,
BEIJING

Color photo print, 19" x 15" 1998
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14,

"SONS OF HEAVEN LION GUARDIANS"
* FORBIDDEN CITY,

BEIJING

Mixed media painting/monotype print

21" 17" 1998

1S.

"MING TOMBS"

MING DYNASTY (1368-1644),
SHISAN LING VALLEY

Watercolor and collage, 21" x 17" 1998

16.

"STONE FOREST WITH RICE FIELDS"
SHILIN

Color photo print, 15" x 12" 1998

17.

"YU YUAN WALL"

JADE GARDEN,

SHANGHAI

Color photo print, 15" x 12" 1998

18.

"GARDEN PAVILION"

QING DYNASTY (1644-1911),
BEUJING

Watercolor and collage, 21" x 17" 1998

19.

"DAYAN (BIG GOOSE) PAGODA"
TANG DYNASTY (618-906),
XI'AN

‘Color photo print, 15" x 12" 1998

20.

"MAITREYA BUDDHA"
NORTHERN WETI (386-535),
YUNGANG CAVES,

DATONG

Charcoal and pastel on black paper
29" x 22 1/2" 1998

21.

"IMPERIAL COURTESAN"
TANG DYNASTY (618-906)
Mixed media oil pastel and collage
27" x 21" 1998

0]
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22.

"DAHONGMEN PEONIES"
GREAT RED GATE,
SPIRIT WAY,

SHISAN LING VALLEY
Watercolor and collage, 21" x 17" 5%

23. :

"WILD WHITE POPPIES"
Watercolor, marbling and collage
25" x 19" 1998

24,

“TERRACOTTA WARRIOR
XI"AN

charcoal and pastel on paper
297 x221/27 1998

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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“A HOST OF GHOSTS’:
DEALING WITH THE DEAD IN CHINESE CULTURE

Clifton D. Bryant, Ph.D.
Department of Sociology
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061

Note: The comments and observations reported in this lecture derive, aside from secondary
sources, from a number of trips to Southeast Asia and East Asia over the past two decades.
This travel includes, most recently, five weeks traveling to a number of cities in the
People’s Republic of China, as part of a Fulbright-Hayes Seminars Abroad group in July
and August, 1998. Prior to this trip, [ had previously traveled in the P.R.O.C. in
November, 1994 and July, 1988. Beyond this, I lived for a year in Taiwan (R.O.C.) as a
Visiting Fulbright-Hayes Professor at National Taiwan University for Academic Year,
1987-1988. Additionally, I experienced Chinese culture traveling to various other locations
in Asia, including Hong Kong, Macao, and the Philippines*(1982); Hong Kong,
Singapore, Thailand,* Taiwan, and the Philippines* (1984-85); Hong Kong, Thailand*,
and Singapore (1988) and Hong Kong and Taiwan (1994).

* - Chinese enclaves or populations in these cities and countries.

Notes for a Sqn'es of Lectures
in
Sociology 4724, The Sociology of Death
(For the Course Unit on” Death in Other Cultures”)
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“A HOST OF GHOSTS’’:

DEALING WITH THE DEAD IN CHINESE CULTURE

Since mankind’s cultural genesis, humans have faced the specter of the unknown
and the unknowable. They have confronted the darkness that lay beyond the light of the
campfire, and the terrible unknown that accompanied the stillness of death. Death not
only constituted a fearful event and individual loss, it also constituted a disruption to the
equilibrium of social life and a crisis; for the social group. Accordingly, individuals have
universally attempted to deal with this crisis through an effort of collective response.

The Cultural Response to Dead

Herbert Spencer, the 19th -century Sociologist, postulated that man’s fear of the
living became the basis of the political institution and his fear of death and the dead
became the basis of religion (Spencer, 1959:255). If death lay behind man’s contrived
evolution of a religious institution, it was also the foundation for his folklorg concerning
ghosts and the spirits of thé dead. This fear of death and the dead necessitated the
development of an emotionally fulfilling means of confronting and transcending death,
practical ways of coping with death’s attendant problems, and an effective manner of
dealing with the dead.

Tq confront and transcend death, societies rely on socially constructed
eschatological scenarios about existence after death, philosophical postures to partially

mitigate or neutralize anxiety about death, physical countermeasures to obfuscate the
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exigency of death, and elaborate behavioral mechanisms to keep the dead alive and, thus,
reassure the living about their own post-self existence.

All societies must confront the problems of death. The immediate and practical
problems include the physical processing of the dead and the social processing of the
death (i.e., grief, bereavement, etc.). The secondary problems concern addressing the
anxiety about death itself, which affects the members of the society, and the need to
develop an appropriate relationship between the living and the dead. In this connection,
all societies project some degree of animation upon the dead. Furthermore, just as there is
a social covenant among the living, so, too, is there a covenant between the living and the
dead. Anthropologists (Honigmann, for example, 1959:23) report that:

Also the remembered dead might be included within a society’s limits.
Living members credit the dead with ideas, poetry, and paintings.
Among the deceased are the sources of inherited debts and the men
who built the irrigation ditches or cleared the fields from which people
still prosper. Communities that intercede with ancestors for health,
rain, and prosperity strikingly show their awareness of the common
interests that unite living and dead.

In the instance of the latter, societies tend to effect such a relationship structure
based on one of two different socially constructed premises. They may elect to consider
the dead as totally separated from the living and only kept alive in a symbolic fashion, or
they may alternatively consider the dead to only be substantively separated from the
living and kept alive in a literal sense.

The Living and The Dead

The United States is an example of a society that culturally attempts to keep the
dead alive symnbolically. This is accomplished through the physical immortality of
products and artifacts associated with the memory of the decreased, such as buildings or

structures named for the deceased, or the artistic efforts of the deceased, such as music,
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art, movies, etc. to name but some. The dead are also symbolically kept alive through
elaborate socially contrived communication systems or "death messages’’ (Bryant, 1976),
and community level ceremonial behavior involving the dead (Warner, 1959).

Chinese culture, on the other hand, has historically considered the dead as only
substantively separated from the living and, accordingly, kept the dead alive literally, in
the form of ghosts. Actually, ghost is an inappropriate term. Generically all
disembodied spirits are known as /eng and there are three major categories of such spirits
(Yu, N.D.). These include deceased ancestors, ghosts, who are the spirits of deceased
persons who have no rel;atives to worship them and care for their otherworldly needs, and
gods. Gods are considered to be m the same generic category as ghosts and ancestral
spirits because most of them are assumed to have once been mortals who lived virtuous
lives and subsequently became deities after death (not unlike Saints in the Catholic
Church). Taking into account then, all of the dead, worshipped, uncared for, and deified,
the residual number of /eng to be reckoned with is considerable - a “host of ghosts," as it
were.

Because of the profusion of leng or ghosts component to Chinese eschatology, a
significant amount of energy is expended in the social behavior necessary to participate in
the interactive interface with the deceased and to maintain the appropriate relationship
between the living and the dead. An exhaustive exposition on these effc;rts would require
many volumes. This discussion, instead, only seeks to highlight a few of the more
prominent behavioral patterns that are directed at the dead.

Chinese culture can be encountered in various parts of the world where there are
population concentrations of individuals of Chinese Ancestry. Outside of the People’s
Republic of China,. the next largest Chinese population is on the island of Taiwan
(R.0.C.), followed by those in Hong Kong, Singapore, Macau, the Philippines, and

various urban areas in the U.S. where there are Chinese enclaves (not necessarily in order

- of population size), to mention the largest population population concentrations.
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Interestingly, the “purest” form of Chinese culture, in terms of religious practices,
death related behavior, and interaction with the deceased can, perhaps, be encountered in
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore and the other areas mentioned that are outside Mainland
China. In the P.R.O.C., and especially during the Mao years, religious practice was
suppressed, or at least discouraged, and with the dilution of traditional religious belief and
behavior, adjunct behavioral j)ractices, such as funerals, other death related activities, and
ancestor worship tended to decline, if not largely disappear among significant proportions

of the population. In this connection, a Mainland Chinese informant told me that:

Before the economic reform, all temples were destroyed since they

were the symbol of feudalism and regarded as poisonous. However,

things have changed now mainly in the rural areas and in the south of

China, where the economy is most developed. It has been reported on

TV that many temples were built and people in the rural area who had
become rich after the economic reform went to pray often and asked Gods
to bless them to earn more money. However, it should be noted that

the practice is not welcomed by the Gods such as Budha, Guanyin and some
other local gods. About 20 percent of the people go to temples to pray.

Accordingly, my comments are generic in application to Chinese culture and are less
relevant for Mainland Chinese culture today than in the- past, or Chinese culture in other
geographic locations. Some of the behaviors discussed were, however, observed or
inferred during the course of a five week recent trip there. Various rituals and practices
that serve as interface mechanisms between the living and the dead are component to
Chinese culture, and include:

The Familv Altar

In the homes (and many places of business) of those of religious persuasion is found
a family altar used for worshipping ancestors and gods. In some instances there are two
altars, one for anéestors and one for the gods. Not infrequently this altar is a family
heirloom, passed down from generation to generation. Religious worship in Chinese
culture is quite varied and includes among the major, non-Western faiths, Taoism,

Buddhism, and Confucianism. Beyond these there are numerous folk and local patron
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gods, sea gods, and in some places, animistic deities. In Taiwan, for example, it is
estimated that there are in excess of 250 gods or deities that are worshipped somewhere on

the island. Many Chinese are polytheistic in their worship and depending on their

preferences, many have effigies or figurines of several gods on the altar.

Also on the altar will usually be found ancestral tablets indicating the name, title,
and death date of deceased forebearers. (There may be a generic or general tablet for
family ancestors who have passed from memory.) In order to worship both gods and
ancestors, incense pots with burning joss sticks are placed on the altar, along with
periodic offerings of food, drink, flowers, etc. There is a kind of ritualized offering on
several days of the month, and a more formalized set of worship rites on special
occasions, such as calendar holidays. For particular recent ancestors there may be more
personalized and elaborate worship rites on death dates of the ancestors when, perhaps,
the special food favorites of the deceased may be offered along with cigarettes, wine, or
special snacks. On Chinese New Year, and some other occasions, the offerings may
consist of a feast with bowls, cups and chopsticks. On Chinese New Year, each member
of the family in order of status, will kneel before the altar in a show of reverence and
respect for the dead. Ghosts (of the uncared for variety) are also worshipped, as will be
seen later in the discussion. Some of the gods may be worshipped on a regular basis while
others may be worshipped on special occasions such as the birthday of the god.

The primary interface of the living and the dead is, then, in the home with the
family altar at the center of the attendant interaction. Beyond this the worship of the dead
spreads to the clan ancestral halls, where altars are also maintained, and to the temples,
both in the neighborhoods, and in the larger temples, perhaps dedicated to one or more
particular gods.

There is little doubt that some households in Mainland China, and especially in
rural areas, still maintain family altars. In visiting in a few homes in China on a recent trip

there, however, I did not observe any such altars. Various informants suggested that this
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practice was not as prevelant today as was the case in pre-Communist China, or even in
the earlier days under Mao. This is, apparently, expecially the case with the younger and
better educated population. Religious belief tends to be diluted (if not essentially extinct)
among many so-called “sophisticated” individuals in many societies today. Perhaps the
most telling indicator of the paucity of home altars in the P.R.O.C. was the fact that there
did not appear to be any stores that sold statues or effigies of the various Gods, or the
apparatus used in connection with family altars. In my travels in various large cities in
China, I did not observe any such stores, although I have observed a large number of them
in places like Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong, Macau, and other “Chinese” cities.
Curiously, I observed very few such figurines representing the different dieties in flea
markets and antique stores in China. There were, of course, some Budha and Quan Yin
figurines and statuary, but not of the other numerous deities that are component to the
pantheon of Chinese Gods. This suggested that either many altar pieces have been
discarded or destroyed over the years for social or political reasons, or that they had been
packed away or hidden. Religion, including ancestor worship, was simply considered to
be “politically incorrect” for a long period of time in the P.R.O.C. Under Mao many
temples were closed or torn down and even religious practices in the home fell into
disfavor. Such behavior and activities were deemed to be inconsistent with the new

Socialist values and goals and, thus, inappropriate. An informant has recently indicated to

‘me that she is of the opinion that, outside of rural areas, almost no one maintains a family

altar. When I traveled about in Mainland China recently, I asked a number of individuals
that I met about this and all told me that they did not have an altar in their home.

Burnt Offerings

Chinese escatology differs somewhat from Western escatology in that there is an
automatic dimension to the afterlife. This exigency confronts the soul of the deceased

individual within the first week after death, in its journey in the yin world or nether world.
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The soul reaches the first obstacle on its journey, the Gate of the Demon, and finds it nec-
essary to bribe the gate keeper!

The existence of the dead in Hades has an economic counterpart in the world of the
living - it costs money! The dead must have food and drink. They require a house in
which to live, and clothing, and all of the other things that are needed in life. These
requirements must be supplied by the living, and it falls to the offsprings of the deceased
to assume this responsibility. |

These economic responsibilities to the dead begin at the time of coffining and burial.
Special types of "spirit" or "ghost" money may be placed in the coffin in order that the
deceased will have funds available for bribes and other expenses on his journey to the
nethcrworld or Hades. 1 Because the deceased will need a home and furnishings, plus
other supplies" in the next world, the family is obligated to supply them. There are
special stores in Chinese communities where paper effigies of all of these items may be
purchased. Such items include paper houses as large as trunks, gardens surrounded by
walls with a large gate, furniture, automobiles, clothing, recreational items, such as radios,
television sets, cameras, and even board games, all made of paper. Depending on the type
of community, specialized paper items are found, such as paper livestock and agricultural
tools in rural areas for deceased farmers, and paper boats in coastal areas for fishermen.
Nothing is omitted! There are even small figures representing servants that go with the
paper houses.! At the time of the funeral, usually the evening after the funeral or the next
Morning, the paper house and all of the other paper items are burned, thus sending them
to the deceased so that he or she will be well housed and equipped in the nest wérld.
Presumably all of these things last indefinitly since there does not seem to be any attempt
to burn and, thus, send additional or replacement items at subsequent date.

AAfter the funeral and burial, subsequent economic responsibilities to the dead can
be discharged with the burning of special types of "ghost" money at particular times and

the making of food and drink offerings in the appropriate context. Beyond the food and
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"ghost" money offerings made to deceased ancestors, it is also considered necessary to
make similar offerings to assorted gods, wandering ghosts, and also to various spirit
soldiers, at culturally determined intervals and on specific occasions. The spirit soldiers are
the minions of a particular god, (Kuang Kung) who, it is believed, sends them to protect
the homes (or businesses or villages) of the living. The soldiers have to be fed and paid
and, thus, the need for food offerings and sacrifices of "ghost" money. Offerings of the
food variety to gods and ancestors are generally made inside the house, usually on the
family altar. The family altar often serves dual functions in that there may be two incense
vessels on the altar, one for gods and one fof ancestors. The various figurines of the gods
worshipped by the family are placed on the altar as well as the ancestral tablets listing the
names of and death dates of remembered deceased ancestors. As indicated eérlier, there
may also be a general tablet for unremembered ancestors (sometimes there is a separate altar
for gods and one for ancestors) (Joachim, 1986: 171).

Usually on the first and fifteenth of the month, there will be offerings made to both
gods and ancestors in the form of food, flowers, wine, etc. More elaborate offerings
accompanied by formal rites may be made on special dates such as the death date of
relatives, the birthday of gods, Chinese New Year, and other publicly celebrated occasions
and festivals. Offerings for the gods are presented facing outward, and offerings for the
ancestors are presented facing inward. Offerings for ghosts are presented outside. If the
offering is for ghosts in general (such as during ghost month) it is placed in front of the
house or place of business. If it is for a single "offending" ghost, who is causing family
misfortune, the offering is placed on the ground outside the rear of the house in a similar
fashion as if for a beggar.

On my recent trip to the P.R.O.C., I saw no evidence that this practice persists.
Various informants suggested that this custom was unhéard of today, or no longer

observed.
“Ghost Money™
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In addition to the food offerings, there are requirements for the bumning of ghost
money for gods, ancestors, and ghosts. There are numerous kinds of ghost money and

these may even vary somewhat from area to area. 2

There are different classes of gods with different size or types for each. "Ghost"
money for the gods is gold, regardless of size. The very largest gold money is reserved for
the Jade Emperor, the major deity. "Ghost" money for the ancestors is generally silver
(usually of the larger variety). Some "ghost" money of paper resembles very ancient types
of Chinese money and this type is designed for the earlier ancestors. Ghosts (of the
"uncared for" variety) also have silver money burned for them, but usually the smaller-
sized silver money. There is also "ghost" money that reserﬁbles contemporary currency
(some even has the picture of a jet airliner on it). This is apparently used for both ancestors
and ghosts. Some ghost money, called "storehouse money, is burned at the time of a
funeral and is designed to be used to "make a deposit" in the next world for the deceased
relative. Some ghost money is burned at the temples as a kind of "protection" against
misfortune. Some ghost money has pictures of clothing printed on it. There are two
versions as to its use. Some assert that it is burned at the time of Chinese New year to
provide new clothes for the ancestors. Others claim that this type of money is burned for
uncared for “ghosts”, something in the way of a handout, as one might give old clothes to a
beggar.

"Ghost" money is generally burned outside the house and there are special
containers for this purpose resembling a metal barbecue stove. Some of these are quite
large and can burn large quantities of the money. The "ghost" money is purchased in
bundles and often burned in quantities of several bundles There seems to be no attempt
to "send" any particular monetary amount. In any event, in Taiwan (for example) there
is always "money to burn," so to speak, and everyone has the obligation to do so. There
is scarcely a time when someone is not burning money in way of economic gifts to gods,

ghosts or ancestors!
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The buming of ghost money is very wide spread and frequently observed in
Taiwan, and to a slightly lesser degree in Hong Kong, Singapore, the Chinese area in
Bangkok, and in Chinese enclaves in the U.S. It is not frequently observed in the
P.R.O.C. although I did observe it being burned in a temple in China during my most
recent visit. One informant has told me that she estimates that, perhaps, up to 80% of
the people will burn ghost money to send to ancesfors on special occasions such as the
anniversity of a relative’s death or on Ching Ming day. Although the bumning of ghost
money is often done publically in places like Taiwan, I conclude that it is more often done
more privately in the P.R.O.C. This would avoid criticism from more”’progressive” and
less traditionally oriented neighbors. In places like Taiwan and Singapore, there are
“funeral stores” that sell ghost money and other materials and supplies used in various
death related rituals. Ghost money is sold in all temples in such places. It would appear
that the practice of burning ghost money, which had fallen into disuse under Mao in
Mainland China, may be returning. On a recent trip there, I was able to purchase ghost
money at several temples, saw I it being burned at others, and even observed it in a store
in Xian. Thus, it is being produced, sold, and presumeably widely used, albeit in private,
once again. The practice will likely grow in the future as traditional Chinese culture

regenerates in the P.R.O.C.

The Hungry Ghost Month

Perhaps the most significant of all the festivals of the dead in Chinese culture is the
Hungry Ghost Month. This celebration is observed during the entire seventh lunar month
which) depending on the year, begins sometime in August and ends sometime in September
(In 1987, for example, Ghost Month, as it is popularly known, began on August 24 and
extended through September 22). To understand the meaning of Ghost Month, it is
necessary to examine Chinese escatology.

In Chinese culture, death is not the final annihilation of self, but an alternate, spiritual

form of existence. Upon death, the soul of an individual must undertake an arduous, seven
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week journey traveling through the yin world or "otherworld" (Lip, 1985: 11-22). In this
journey he will pass through various "gates" and "courts" where there will be trials and
judgments in regard to the deceased's conduct in life on earth. He ultimately reaches
Hades, the abode of the Dead and lives under the rule of Giam-lo-ong (Mandarin: Yen-b-
wang) the main deity of the underworld (Editors of Taiwan Grapevine, 1987). In Hades,
the souls or spirits live an existence not unlike on earth. They will require food and drink
and money, all of which must be provided by the living. It is the responsibility of the
living relatives to supply these needs for the deceased. During the seventh lunar month, the
gates of Hades are opened and the ancestral spirits are free to visit earth and roam about
during their "vacation." Such spirits are of two varieties, the cared for, and the uncared for
ghosts. The cared for spirits are those deceased individuals who have living descendants
and relatives who make offerings of food and drink to them, and send ("burn") gifts of
paper money, thus providing for their logistical needs. Those with family ties are generally
". .. quite good natured and spend their time partaking in the simple earthly pleasures of
eating and drinking" (Tourism Bureau, etc., ND: 44).

It is the second category of (deceased spirits -- the uncared for -- that are potentially
harmful. It is only this category of spirit or lin that can appropriately be termed ghosts, or
more correctly, kui.. All spirits of deceased individuals may popularly be generically
aggregated under the term ghosts, however. The uncared for spirits are called "hungry
ghosts," because having no living descendants, they have no one to supply them with food,
drink, or money in Hades and are, thus, deprived or "hungry." Sucﬁ ghosts may be
malicious or at least mischievous and are likely to go about causing trouble, teasing
humans, or in some cases, causing them harm. If the "hungry ghosts" are displeased or
angry, they can be particularly malevolent and may bring serious misfortune or even
disaster on the living.

The most dangerous of the "hungry ghosts" are the spirits of individuals who died

R .
of accidents, suicides, homicide, or-othér "unnatural" causes. The spirits of persons who
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die in this way do not go straight to Hades. Rather they are placed in a special limbo or
purgatory where them must remain until they can lure someone else into an accidental or
unnatural death, at which time they report this fact to Giam-lo-ong and can enter Hades.
The ghost of the newly dead victim of the accident, in effect, "takes the place” of the former
spirit in limbo. Accordingly, it is assumed that these ghosts are actively trying to entice
others into a dangerous situation where they might accidentally be killed. Only the fool -
hardy would place themselves in a potentially dangerous situation, such as going
swimming during ghost months, for the fear that they might be trapped and drowned.
Motorcycle racing on the streets of Taipei, for example, is a widespread and dangerous
pastime of many youths. It is significantly reduced during ghost month because of the fear
of dying in an accident. The malevolent ghosts, it is believed, are in their desperation
actively trying to promote accidents. It is an ominous time for all! As one writer (Jochim,
1986: 138) phrases it:‘

In fact, this is a month during which no tradition-honoring Chinese would think of

opening a business, buying a house, scheduling surgery, or getting married - for it

is without qualification the most inauspicious time of the year.

Because it is believed that the ghosts or lin, both "cared for" and “uncared for" have
returned to the world of the living for a visit, in such profusion, Ghost Month is a time of
anxiety. Some authorities (Jochim, 1948: 138) asserts that the returned spirits of the
deceased are believed to be invisible. Other sources (Tourism Bureau, N.D. :46) speaks of
the visiting spirits as assuming human form. In the instance of the latter, it is widely
believed that the ghosts resembled humans in every way save one - their feet do not touch
the ground. They walk about hovering a fraction of an inch off the ground! During Ghost
Month many individuals do spend an inordinate amount of time looking down at the feet of
other pedestrians as they walk along the street.

The principle activities of Ghost Month involve the presentation of offerings and

sacrifices to the dead. Included here are food, money, and entertainment.
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Special attention is given to the "hungry ghosts." During this time, tables are set up

outside homes and places of business where offerings of food and wine are laid out for the
"hungry ghosts." The offerings are usually located outside the home or business in the
hopes that these ghosts will not come into the house or store and be a potential source of
trouble or harm. Also it is believed that the “hungry ghosts" would steal the offerings for
deceased ancestors or otherwise interfere with the family paying the proper respect and
providing offerings to the ancestors and gods and, thus, another reason for keeping the
ghosts outside the home. The offerings of food and wine can be quite elaborate, with
several courses of food and various delicacies laid out for the spirits. (Even whole pig
carcasses suitable for a large feast may be laid out for the visiting spirits). Usually, the
- pig carcass is only partially cooked and after it has served its purpose as "ghost" fare, it
can be further cooked for family consumption). On the tables of offerings might also be
included fruit, flowers, perhaps cigarettes, burning joss sticks, and bundles of "ghost
money" (Jordon, 1985:35-36). At some point the money is burned, thereby delivering it
to the ghosts for their vacation use.

In earlier times (and perhaps even today) merchants would test money earned
during this period by putting it in a bowl of water. It it sank, it was real, human money;
if it floated, it was money from a ghost! (Tourism Bureau, N.D. 46). The offerings to the
"hungry ghosts" are both a kind of protection against ghostly mischief or harm, and also a
kind of altruistic gesture to the unfortunate dead out of a sense of compassion (Jochim.
1986: 138).

The deceased ancestors also have offerings of food, wine, flowers, and cigarettes
(usually placed on the family alter). Not infrequently, the food may consist of entire
meals laid out in dinner ware with chopsticks. Joss sticks are constantly burned and
"ghost money" for ancestors are also burned. The offerings to ancestors may be
presented only on specific dates during the month or, in many instances, on a very fre-

quent basis.
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Beyond the offerings of food and drink, and the sacrifices of "ghost money" to the
spirits, there are also Chinese operas and puppet shows performed on street stages to
entertain the visiting ancestor spirits and ghosts. The living also find these performances
enjoyable, with the result that there are invariably big audiences (living and dead) to watch
them.

Ghost month reaches a climax toward the middle of the lunar month when various
specific festival activities occur. One such festival is the "worship of good brothers" held
on the 15th day of the month (Editors of Taiwan Grapevine, 1987: 9). The 15th is also
the date of the Chung Yuan Festival, a Buddhist celebration marking the end of the annual
meditation period for monks and nuns. On this date, for example, certain temples become
the location for elaborate feasts for the visiting ghosts. The feasts feature large
assortments of food and drink and delicacies of every variety. Large hogs are sacrificed to
be added to the fare. The temples are decorated with lanterns and lights so the spirits will
not get lost on their way. Lanterns and lights are also floated on bodies of water to
appease the ghosts of those who drowned there, and also to warn the living of the
presence of the water so they will not become a drowning victim. Vast amounts of ghost
money is burned for use of the spirit visitors. An effigy of the God, Tai-sai-ia (Mandarin:
Taoshih-yeh) who serves as a representative of the nether world at the feasts and also
supervises the ghostly visitors (Editors of Taiwan Grapevine, 1987:29). At the temple.
priests conduct prayers for the deceased and conduct special religious rituals. Families
may engage priests to say prayers or conduct rituals for their ancestors, and it is possible
to honor specific ancestors by paying for the ancestor's name to be placed in the temple
for a period of time.

Ghost month is a time of anxiety for many individuals because of the possible
misfortune that might be visited upon the living by a hostile ghost. It is also a time of
festivities and feasting, inasmuch as the living can enjoy the theatrical performances as

well as the dead, and so, too, can they enjoy the food after the spirits of the dead have had
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their fill. It also allows the living to indulge in altruism, not unlike Americans at
Christmas time, who can enjoy the satisfaction of giving to the poor. The Chinese give"
to the uncared for ghosts. They are often are more generous with ancestors than usual.
One informant, for example, told me that in her family, extra food offerings were laid out
for her deceased grandfather during this period because he had been gregarious in life, and
it was assumed that he might well bring guests home with him when he visited during
ghost month! Perhaps most importantly, the annual reenactment of the dead - ancestors
and "hungry ghosts" - visiting the living reinforces the notion of the continuity of the
family, even in death, and the symbolic immortality of the individual. In as much as the
dead survive in the memories and rirualistié behavior of the living, death itsélf is not so
much to be feared. Even the sad plight of the "hungry ghosts" serves as reinforcement for
the fabric of éocial life, for the message, according to one writer (Jochim, 1986: 172) is

very clear:

The worst possible fate for anyone, living or dead, is to be cut off from the
network of support and obligations that constitutes the Chinese family system.

In all Chinese communities outside of Mainland China, “Ghost Month” is a major
festival. During my recent travels in the P.R.O.C. I did not encounter anyone who was
familiar with this “celebration.” None of my informants had ever heard of it or recalled it.
It is to be assumed that this particular period of commemoration is moribund, if not

essentially extinct in Mainland Chinese culture.

Tomb Sweeping Day

One of the more significant gestures to the dead in Chinese culture is Ch'ing Ming
("clear and bright") Festival or Tomb Sweeping Day as it is now commonly called. This
festival to the dead was historically calculated as the 105th or 106th (depending on the
authority cited) day after the Winter Solstice and, accordingly celebrated on April 5 or 6.

President Chiang Kai-shek died on April 5 in 1975 and, in Taiwan, since then the
; e} 16
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anniversary of his death when formal memorial services are conducted for him, has also
been made the occasion for celebrating Tom Sweeping Day (April 4th in leap year).

Today in Mainland China, Ch’ing Ming is widely observed although it generally
does not involve visiting a cemetery, because there are very few cemeteries in Chinese
cities. For many years, since the Communist took control, government policy has
discouraged earth burial and, instead, has dictated creamation. Large cities, such as Beijing
and Shanghai, have municipal crematoria and in the absence of available cemetery space,
families must necessarily cremate their deceased members. Storage facilities for cremated
remains are usually located near by and most families tend to deposit the ashes of
creamated loved ones in such facilities. Cemeteries still exist in small towns and rural
areas. In the absence of crematoria, families bury their dead in these rural cemeteries. A
few families, especially wealthy families, or the families of officials, may accomplish to
have a family member transported to a village cemetery for internment. Such cases are
rare, hower.

On Ch’in Ming Day, urban citizens do observe the occasion with other ritualistic
behavior, such as “burning ghost money for the deceased ancestors. One informant has
reported to me that, perhaps, up to 80% of the population may burn ghost money or
engage in some other rememberance of the dead on fhis special day.

According to Jochim (1986: 138) in earlier times, in Mainland Chine, Ch'ing Ming
was a somewhat more elaborate and lively spring festival. Today, in Taiwan, however, it
essentially revolves around the grave maintenance and beautification practices, although
there are many anc_illary activities. Cemeteries in Taiwan, in general, do not have the
institutionalized, "perpetual care" arrangements custo'marily éncountered in American
cemeteries. 3

It therefore becomes something of a practical necessity for the families to annually
undertake the maintenance of the graves and tombs. The lack of regular institutional care is

exacerbated by the fact that by custom; cemeteries are not infrequently situated on
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hillsides. Flat land can be used for other purposes and hillsides have little economic
utility. They are) thus) ideally suited for grave sites. Beyond this, there are other
considerations, including aesthetic) drainage, and especially feng-shui (correct cosmic
alignment) involved in the location of cemeteries that are beyond the scope of this paper.
In Taipei, the largest city in Taiwan, cemeteries are located on the sides of some of the
hills that surround the town. The steei)ness of the hillside cemeteries make it difficult for
grass to grow and the principal gfound cover consists of bushes and shrubs) vines, and
weeds. By April of each year, the cemeteries are often badly overgrown and there is a
genuine need for vegetation trimming and manicuring.

Tomb sweeping day is a highly obligatory event and appears to be almost
universally observed in Taiwan. In Taipei, where [ collected my observational data, [ had
the advantage of living little more than a city block from a major cemetery situated on a
hillside easily visible from the street near my home. Crowds of people began arriving
quite early* and throughout the day thousands of people continued to arrive, and by the
middle of the afternoon many left, although some arrived relatively late in the afternoon’
and a few remained in the cemetery till dusk. Those persons who came were usually in
family groups including children of all ages. They obviously came to work and many
wore appropriate clothing for such work (i.e. work pants, gloves, etc.). Many also carried
tools for the purpose, such as rakes, hoes, shovels and/or clippers, even if they had
arrived on a municipal bus. In addition they frequently were carrying foods of various
kinds) thermos containers, flowers, and other supplies. Situated close to the cemetery
was one of the two municipal funeral homes and because of this, there were a number of
small shops and stands located close to the funeral homes selling funeral items (i.e.
coffins, cloth drapes, spirit money) etc. and other supplies for use in the cemetery). On
this particular day, this complex of stores and stands were augmented by numerous other
street venders and hawkers who were selling food, fruit) flowers, spirit money, soft

drinks) and novelties of various kinds. -
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When they arrived, the cemetery visitors worked diligently at cleaning the area
around the tombs, trimming shrubs, cutting vines and weeds, raking up debris, etc.
Sometimes new shrubs or small trees were planted. By the end of the day) the cemetery
which had been quite bushy and overgrown had been denﬁded of all unwanted vegetation.

When the tomb is swept, the area around it is cleaned and manicured) and any
necessary repairs are made, the ceremonial aspects of the event can begin. Fresh flowers
are placed on the graveA and various foods and fruits are laid out as offerings. Sometimes
entire meals in table ware is set out in a very formal fashion. There is widespread burning
of “ghost money” in way of sacrifice. When ghost money is burned, it is believed to go to
the next world as a gift to the deceased ancestors. There are offerings of wine) soft drinks)
snacks, candies, and even cigarettes. Incense is burned, family members will pray, and
individually bow to indicate reverence for the dead. Later the foods and offerings may be
consumed by the family members inasmuch as the deceased ancestors are assumed to have
had their fill, as it were. The food in some cases may be eaten in the cemetery) but more
likely it is carried home where the family will end the day with a feast which incorporates
the food offered to the ancestors. The meal is especially likely to include lumpien or tsuen-
Jjuen in Mandarin. This is a thin, rolled out rice pancake-like pastry on which is placed
various ingredients, including several kinds of meat, vegetables) nuts, tofu, and sugar. [t
is then rolled up and eaten like an uncooked spring roll (Editors of Taiwan Grapevine,
1988: 2). Firecrackers may be exploded and sometimes prayers or messages written on
paper may be burned. Some families engage in the more elaborate offering of complete
meals, while others may simply lay out some fruit or snacks purchased from street venders.
For most families the event is an occasion for an outdoor picnic and togetherness with
children and relatives. This has historically been the case. As one author (Jochim,
1986:138) describes the traditional Chinese celebration of Ch'ing Ming:

These [activities] include, in addition to cleaning and renovating ancestral tombs,

setting out offerings and burning spirit money for the ancestors as well as placing
objects of good omen near the grave. Depending on local custom, such objects may
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include willow branches (which ward off evil) or egg shells (which symbolize sending
off the old and welcoming the new).

Although Tomb Sweeping Day is a day of offering respect and reverence for the dead
ancestors, differential attention is given to various categories of the dead. In Taiwan, as in
many societies, it is impractical, if not impossible, to keep account of many generations of
ancestors, thus, most ancestors are generically aggregated as the "common ancestors.” The
real focus of the offerings and ceremonies on this day, however, are the “. . . immediate,
rememberable generations or else upon the most important figures of the past - notably the
founding ancestor of the lineage" (Thompson, 1979: 121).

It is obvious in observing the crowds that fill the cemeteries on Tomb Sweeping Day
that it is a felicitous, albeit reflective day. In this latter regard, according to one account,
(Bureau of Taiwan) N.D. :20) "It is a time of sentimental remembrance of those who have
passed on by those who continue; a time to rejoice in the communion of ongoing lineage
and a time to ponder eternal thoughts while delighting in the simplicity of a family outing.”
It is among other things, a celebration of oneness of the family, living and dead, and a
celebration of Spring and the renewal of nature after Winter in terms of the blossoming of

flowers and the greening of vegetation. As one writer has phrased it (Jochim, 1986: 138):

While thus devoted to ancestral worship, this day remains a celebration of Spring
in that going to visit gravesites, which are usually located in wooded, hilly areas,
gives the family an opportunity for a Spring outing together.

Ch'ing Ming also serves as a socialization mechanism for the young who learn that death
does not diminish the family but rather that the dead live on in the memories of the living
and in their inclusion in family activities such as on this day. Such immortality helps
dilute anxiety about death. It clearly serves as one of the rites of intensification for the
family. It is not unusual for individuals to travel great distances - even from other
countries - to participate in this ancestral ritual. 6

Ch'ing Ming is not without its practical benefits. In addition to a pleasant outing

and a tasty feast, the proper repair and maintenance of the ancestral tombs may also yield
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"good feng-shui" (Thompson, 1979:123), or good fortune for the family based on a
harmonious synchronization with cosmic forces which derives from properly placed and
maintained ancestral tombs, among other things.

There is a third festival of the dead in Chinese culture (Jochim, 1986: 139). It
traditionally took place on the first of the tenth lunar month, which is about a month
before the winter sqlstice. At this festival, families would visit ancestral tombs, make
offerings, and burn paper, and cold weather clothes. This festival is seldom celebrated
anymore. In Taiwan, where it does not get very cold in the winter, the "sending" of
winter clothing to ancestors seems superfluous.

Finally, it should be noted that Tomb Sweeping Day is not without its counterparts
in the united States. Many churches, especially in rural areas, that have cemeteries,
annually sponsor "Family Day, or "Homecoming, or even Cemetery Day." On these
occasions there are memorial services for the dead, sometimes a "pot-luck" meal within
the church or a picnic outside, and the remainder of the day may be devoted to the
maintenance and beautification of the cemetery. 7 The emphasis of all the church activities

for the day will be the integrity and continuity of the family to include deceased ancestors

. and relatives.

Beyond this, at the societal macro level is Memorial Day (or Decoration Day), a legal
holiday in most of the United States, which is intended to commemorate members of the
armed services who have died in defense of the country. Servicemen killed in various wars
were often returned to be buried in their hometown cemeteries. In an earlier time, on
Memorial Day, members of the community traditionally would conduct religious and
patriotic Cefemonies in the cemetery and decorate the graves of the deceased servicemen
with American flags, wreaths, and flowers. Other ancillary activities included band
performances, political speeches, and even picnics. In more recent times, the citizenry of
most communities seldom celebrate the holiday in the former fashion, instead simply

using the day as an occasion for a recreational outing, a visit to friends or relatives, or to
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attend some type of athletic event. Some sociologists (Warner, 1959:248) have labeled
the Memorial Day celebrations of former times as a “Cult of the Dead.” As Warner

observes:

It is contended here that in the Memorial Day ceremonies the anxieties man has about
death are confronted with a system of sacred beliefs about death which gives the
individual involved and the collectivity of individuals a feeling of well-being .

and further (Warner, 1959:249): -
Memorial Day is a cult of the dead which organizes and integrates the various faiths
and ethnic and class groups into a sacred unity. It is a cult of the dead organized
around the community cemeteries. Its principal themes are those of the sacrifice of
the soldier dead for the living and the obligation of the living to sacrifice their
individual purposes for the good of the group so that they, too, can perform their
spiritual obligations.

In the case of Memorial Day, as opposed to Tomb Sweeping Day, the cemeteries are
trimmed, cleaned, repaired and decorated before the actual day of the celebration. The
parade through town to the cemetery was a "ritual link between the Dead and the Living."
Like Tomb Sweeping Day, the ceremonial activities of Memorial Day are rites of
intensification in which the dead are revered, the dead and the living are symbolically
reunified, and the principles and values for wﬁich they supposedly died are reified. The
solidarity of the community, both living and dead, the intensified respect for the dead, and
the rededication to common sacrifice and obligation on this day all tend to symbolically

keep the dead alive and help allay the anxiety about death experienced by the living.

Other Obligations to the Dead

Beyond the prayers, gestures of respect, reverence and remembrance, food
offerings, and sacrifices of money, the living have yet other obligations to the dead. One
of these obligations is "ghost marriage." If an individual dies without heirs, they will
become a "hungry ghost." A caring family will often try to remedy this situation. A
deceased unmarried male in one family and a deceased unma?ried female in another family
might be married by proxy. Another 'form of "ghost marriage" is that of a man agreeing to
marry the deceased sister of his wife,. and 1f1 this way _Ea_zing the deceased sister form the
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fate of being an "uncared for ghost." The man's children now also become the children of
the dead woman. There is one famous case that is most interesting. A young man on a
motorcycle struck and killed a pedestrian. The victim was an unmarried spinster. Rather
than press a claim against the young man, the family instead gave all of the savings of the
dead woman to the young man on condition that he become the "son" of his victim. He
was an orphan with no family obligations of his own. He could therefore carry out the
appropriate filial obligations to this adopted mother.

Among the heaviest responsibilities to the dead are those related to the burial and
the funeral. When an individual dies (or preferably just before) the family must carry him
to the living room or main hall of the home. There the body is washed and a headrest of
stone is placed under his head. Death announcements are sent to relatives who come to
pay respects and bring gifts plus real money to help with the funeral, and ghost money
for the deceased. Certain ceremonial food offerings are made to the dead man. The body
is properly clothed for burial and jade or jewels put in his mouth. Ghost money is placed
in his coffin and the body is enéofﬁned. Other objects are placed in the coffin as well. A
geomancer is consulted to determine an auspicious day for the funeral.

On that day there is an elaborate procession to the cemetery, usually in decorated
trucks with the family in special mourning clothes (the sons wear sackcloth, for example).
The procession may also include trucks with musicians, banners, elegiac scrolls, the
deceased's picture, etc. A priest likely accompanies the procession. There may be life-
sized puppet figures (humans in costume), firecrackers, acrobats, and in rural areas, even
strippers. The main point is to attract attention and spectators. The priest or priests
have likely been involved since the encoffining with prayers, rites, the playing of gongs,
etc. At the graveside there is further ritual, moﬁuary music, and the chanting of priests.
The gravesite is ‘selected by a geomancer and the grave itself sighted by a geomancer.
Since the rites of coffining, there have been various (correctly 7) beneficences. After the

burial there will be the burning of paper goods and paper money. They return home and
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place the paper ancestral tablet on the family altar. In the years to come after the burial
will be the time to exhume the body and clean the bones (or have them cleaned) in
preparation for the arranging of the bones and the second burial.

The funeral is a status symbol and one attempts to provide the best possible

commensurate with family resources. Sometimes they are memorable in preportion :

One of the longest funeral processions, which occurred in 1975, was a full parade
with five marching bands, clowns, horseback riders, simulated concubines, 143
mourning trucks, innumerable dirge musicians with their clarinets, cymbals, drums,
horns, and an uncountable flow of cars. It must have stretched for two or three
miles. First came a mourner in white cap and sack-cloth who scattered ghost money
along the street as a bribe to any wandering or malicious spirits to leave the
deceased in peace. In the old days he would have been followed by an individual or
group carrying banners indicating the name of the dead. But in this case, custom
had bowed to the powers of passing time and the guest of honor was identified by a
large photograph carried above the cab of a white, flower-bedecked truck.
Following was a never ending line of little trucks covered with white, green, and
yellow plastic blossoms. At the end of this incredible column, the great lacquered
coffin came, not carried as in the old days by bearers in the traditional multiples of
eight, but in a luxurious van covered with flowers and surrounded by family
mourners in white hoods and gunny-sack coats, following one another in a code of
strict family line of order distinguished by their mourning colors.

[ saw one even grander during my year in Taipei.
Summary

For more than 5,000 years, Chinese culture has sought to moderate the fear of death
through the expedient of keeping the dead alive in a very literal sense. This prospect. in
turn, has generated the adjunct concern with maintaining an appropriate relationship
between the living and the dead. In this regard, the dead have become well integrated into
the ongoing social structure with the result that the Chinese family has historically been
considered to include the living, the dead, and the not yet born. Such a conceptualization
has provided continuity to self and cohesion to family. To maintain and nourish the

intergenerational linkages between the living and the dead, a variety of behavioral
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mechanisms and rituals, and ideological belief éystems have evolved that give vitality,
meaning, and purpose to these linkages.

These normative customs directed at the dead, perhaps, reached their zenith of
intensity toward the end of the Ch’ing Dynasty. As Smith (1983:65) asserts:

One illustration of the complexity of this relationship may be found in

the practice of ancestor worship. By late imperial times, family ancestor

worship had become virtually a cultural university in China.

Ancestor worship and the attendant death-related behaviors traveled with Chinese
emigrants to other lands, like Singépore, Thailand, the Philippines, Hong Kong, and the
United States, where théy persist until today, albeit sometimes in diluted fashion. Such
customs persisted with vigor on the mainland until after the Communists assumed power in
the 1940’s. Over the next 40 years, and especially during the Cultural Revolution, religion,
ancestor worship, and most form of death-related behavior were eroded, suppressed, or
otherwise displaced by other more politically oriented forms. An entire generation grew to
adulthood not practicing and, indeed, largely ignorant of, the traditional customs defining
the relationship of the living and the dead.

With recent political changes in the P.R.O.C., the traditional Chinese culture is once
again beginning to reappear and assert itself. Religious practice is cautiously returning and
other older customs and rituals are emerging. It is likely that the future will also see the

return of traditional behaviors honoring deceased members of the family, for the dead are

not without power and influence and they are impatient!

Chinese culture, like most other cultures, incorporates eschatological notions
and beliefs. Such eschatological notions include a well-detailed conceptualization of the yin
or "other-world." In many ways existence in the nether world is like an extension of life on
carth and the souls that reside there have material needs much like their suwiyofs on earth.
These needs are initiated shortly after death and continue thereafter as ongoing needs for
food, drink, money, and belongings. For these material wants, the dead depend on their

surviving living family members. It is this continuing need for earthly logistics from
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relatives, along with other social ties, that bind the dead to the living in a set of socially
symbiotic bonds.

The dead are believed to be aware of the living and, ideally, guard the health and
good fortunes of the surviving family members if properly propitiated. The family
members, in turn are very much aware of the dead, and exert considerable efforts to honor
and placate the spirits of their deceased kinsmen and ancestors, especially parents, as well
as the pantheon of gods, and are particularly anxious not to incur the displeasure, or wrath
of either deceased relatives or gods, or for that matter, uncared for ghosts.

The activities described earlier are directed ét remembering the dead, including them
in social fabric, as well as eliciting amity on their part. All of these structured patterns of
conduct #ddress the special needs of the deceased, and conform to the traditional
obligations of the living. Such activities are social and reciprocal in nature in that the living
are motivated, both out of love and respect for the dead, but also by the expectation of
benevolence on the part of the dead. By engaging in such behavior, the living attempt to
insure some indirect control over their own lives and destiny, maintain a social contact and
bond with the dead, as well as perpetuate a symbiotic social structure involving both living
and dead, where the deceased continue a worldly existence after a fashion, thereby diluting
their own anxiety about death. The living regularly and purposely interact with ghosts, and

in doing so, effectively "deal with the dead."
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Footnotes

'Some money is placed in the sleeve of the corpse and later retrieved to be given to the
grandchildren.

?Like many old beliefs and traditions all over the world, many individuals had forgotten all
of the specifics and [ never encountered anyone who had a totally complete notion of the
types of ghost money and their exact purpose.

3Here in the U.S., by law, cemetery developers must put a portion of the moneys received
from each lot sold into a special trust fund. This trust fund provides for the "perpetual
care" and maintenance of the cemetery and relieves the families who own the plots of this
responsibility. Old family cemeteries on private land and church cemeteries are generally
exempted from such laws.

“It is entirely likely that some of those arriving late may have visited another cemetery in
a different part of Taipei or even in another town on the island.

SSome authorities (Tourism bureau N.D.: 20) speak of the custom of observing certain
ceremonial aspects of the festival in the morning. For example: -

The family ceremony as well as the sacrifice, must be performed before dawn or
at least in the early morning because it is necessary that the spirits of the departed,
who sleep during the night, be "at home" in their tombs.

6The Chinese feel strongly about the desirability of the dead being buried near "home" and
some have the bodies of deceased relatives shipped to the ancestral home. For many
Chinese who are living away from the Mainland, burial elsewhere is temporary and

ultimately it is assumed that the deceased will be transported to the Mainland for burial
near the "home" village.

"In recent years, such maintenance may have been turned over to a regular church
committee, or even a commercial lawn and garden service. In this eventuality, the
congregation may simply place new flowers on the graves of relatives, and, perhaps,
attend a special business meeting of the congregation at which time matters pertaining to
the cemetery will be discussed.
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Project by: Dr. Arifeen Daneshyar, chair, Economics Department, Kutztown University

Comparative Economic Systems:
China and Japan

Course Description

With the demise of the Soviet Union, capitalism emerged as the dominant form of
economic system. However, the variants of capitalism gestating in different parts of the
world do not replicate the laissez faire variety of American capitalism. Instead, the
emerging economies are establishing a market system that reflects their culture and
political institutions. For instance, while individualism is the hallmark of American free
enterprise, an emphasis on the welfare of society at large remains a prominent
characteristic of the market economies in Southeast Asia. This course is an introduction
to the economies of China and Japan, with an emphasis on the influence of history and
culture on the evolution of their economic systems.

Course Rationale

In recent decades, the United States has been increasingly integrated within the global
economy and, therefore, must accommodate the ascendant countries in the East, although
it remains an economic superpower with a lion’s share of the world exports. In this
environment of intense global competition, an awareness of the cultural and social nuances
of different countries is a pre-requisite for the success of American business executives.

To deal with their Chinese counterparts, for instance, Americans must be patient; headlong
confrontation is a recipe for failure in negotiating with a people who have, over millennia,
learned to use patience as a source of strength. And to understand the hierarchical nature
of Chinese and Japanese societies, visitors to these ancient societies must be familiar with _
the Confucian philosophy.

Course Objectives

Upon the completion of the course the student will:

1 Understand China’s historical and cultural background,

2 Understand the relationship between culture and religion in China;

3 Understand the social structure in China;

4 Appreciate the current economic transformation of China,

5. Appreciate the historical and cultural background of the Japanese economy;
6 Understand the impact of Chinese culture on Japan;

7 Understand Japan’s relationship to the world economy; and

8 Appreciate the cultural foundations of Japanese technological innovation.
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Course Outline

L Criteria for Classifying Economies
Allocation mechanisms
Forms of ownership
Types of incentives
Politics and ideology

I Criteria for Evaluating Economies
Economic growth
Economic stability
Balance of trade
Dynamic and static efficiency
Income distribution
Quality of life

III.  Theory of Capitalism
How markets work
Equilibrium and the “Invisible Hand”
State intervention
Monopoly power
Problems of public choice
Growth and economic policy

IV.  The American Economy: Market Capitalism
Resource allocation in the private sector
Government in the American economy
U.S. policy toward monopoly
Government and macroeconomic stability
Government policies and the distribution of income

V. China’s Socialist Market Economy
Historical and cultural background
Culture and religion
From empire to communism
Maoist economic policies
Socialism and the Stalinist model
The great leap forward
The great proletarian cultural revolution
Deng Xioping and the move to a market economy
Economic reforms
Shenzen special economic zones
Income distribution and the standard of living
Energy and environment
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Mainland China
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VI.  Japan: A Planned Market Economy
Historical and cultural background
Impact of Chinese culture
The Meiji restoration
The American occupation
Labor-management relations
Industrial policy by government
Quality of life
Japan and the world economy
Cultural foundations of Japanese technological innovation
Japan’s long-term strategy

VII. New World Order
Whither socialism?
Whither capitalism?
Societal values and the consensus view
Social structure: a widening gap creates social and political unrest
Political structure: is democracy a prerequisite for a successful economy?
Can a transforming world economy sustain growth?
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Project by: Paul Dickler, Neshaminy High School

1931-1945: Chlnese, Japanese, and American Perspectives
as Reflected in Standard High School Texts

L. Objectives (Rationale, Performance and Skill Objectives)
The variety of events, mainly tragic, occurring between 1931
and 1945, at the interface of Chinese, Japanese, and American
History, is reflected with both similarities and differences in
standard texts used throughout the three countries. At times
the differences are profound and dramatic while at other times
they are more subtle. This “lesson” or “unit” seeks. to provide
students with the means to understand different historical
perspectives based on national and cultural differences. In
many cases, the values and beliefs of a people are reflected in
these writings.

Knowledge:*Students will be lnformed of events

preceding and during World War 11/ The Pacific
War from the perspective of three countries. The
focus will concern events where two or more of
these countries directly interact. From the
invasion/ incursion/ incident in Northeast
China/Manchuria/Manchukuo to the
bombing/incinerating of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, the different perspectives will be
explored.

Atdtude:* Skepticlsm and inquisitiveness concerning
standard historical sources as well as an
appreciation for different perspectives will be
encouraged.

* Empathy and sensitlvity should also
emerge from this lesson.

Skills:* Students will use historical perspective and

factual knowledge to reach decisions.

* Students will explain how experiences in history
may be interpreted differently based on national
and cultural perspectives.

“* Students will analyze data and draw concluslons

* Students will critdcally compare conflicting histories.

IL. Strategies (Procedures and Teaching Techniques)
*This lesson or unit will ideally be taught after completing
a unit on the time period from 1931-1945, as normally or
traditionally taught, whether this be in the United States,
Japan, or China.
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Optional:

*Film clips from Chinese, Japanese, and U.S. fllms dealing
with events discussed above.

*Excerpts from the dlary of an American doctor in
Nanjing during Japan’s occupation and the introduction
to a Chinese book dealing with Nanjing in 1937. Both are
provided at the end of this lesson.

IV.Questions
The following questions are offered for the purposes of guiding
student inquiry and discussion, and for helping the teacher
lead large group sessions on this topic.
A. Japanese Texts.
1. To what extent do the Japanese texts defend Japan’s
behavior in the time period under discussion?
2. To what extent do the Japanese texts minimize the damage
inflicted upon China and the United States?
3. How are Japan’s acdons in Manchuria described and
explained?
4. What are reasons provided for Japan’s actions in Nanjing?
S. What casualty statistics are provided for Nanjing?
6. How are the Chinese Kuomintang and Communists
depicted?
7. How are Chinese nationalist aspirations evaluated?
8. What is the Japanese perspective on Chinese culture?
9. How Is the attack on Pearl Harbor described?
10. What elements of Pacific War fighting are revealed?
11. How is the devastation at Hiroshima and Nagasaki described?
12. Where is responsibility placed for the nuclear bombings?
13. How is the Emperor treated in comparison to the political
and military leadership?
14. What is the overall tone of the pre World War II and Pacific
War narrative?
15. What c?onnectlons are made between China and the United
States -
16. What connections are drawn between Japan and other Axds
countries?
17. What elements are missing from the Japanese text treatment
of this time period?
18. Which elements of this time period receive the greatest
emphasis?
19. How objective is the writing?




20. What historical and cultural explanations are provided for
Japan’s actions during this time?

B. Chinese Text
1. How does the Chinese text characterize Japan’s presence in
China during the time period?
2. To what extent does the Chinese text exaggerate the damage
Inflicted on China by Japan?
3. How is Chinese resistance to the Japanese invasion of
Northeast China described?
4. What language 1Is used In describing the Japanese attack and
occupation of Nanjing?
5. What statistics are provided for Chinese losses and casualties
- In Nanjing?
6. What evaluation is provided of Kuomintang and Communist
resistance to the Japanese during the war?
7. In what manner does the Chinese text evaluate Chinese
nationalism?
8. What is the Chinese perspective on Japanese culture?
- How Is the attack on Pearl Harbor described?
10. What Is the importance of the Chinese/Japanese fighting to
the overall World War?
11. How is the U.S. use of nuclear weapons in the war
characterized?
12. What is the importance of U.S. fighting against Japan, from
the Chinese perspective?
13. How Is responsibility for the war divided among the
Japanese leadership, soldiers, and people?
14. What is the overall tone of the pre World War II and Pacific
War narrative?
15. What is the reladonship of China to other Allled and Axis
powers besides the U.S. and Japan, respectively?
16. What connections are drawn between Japan and other Axis
countries?

18. Which elements of this time period receive the greatest
emphasls?

19. How objective is the writing?

20. What historical and economic reasons are provided for
China’s, Japan’s, and the United States’ behavior during this
time period? .
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9.
10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

1S.
16.

. American Text
. How do the American texts characterize the relationships

between the United States and China, and the United States
and Japan?

. Do what extent do the American texts exaggerate and/or

minimize Japanese behavior towards the United States and
China?

. What is said about China’s role in World War II?
. What language is used in describing the Japanese attack and

occupaton of Manchuria and Nanjing?

. What statistics are provided for Chinese losses and casualties

in Nanjing?

. What evaluation is provided of Chinese Nationalist and

Chinese Communist resistance to the Japanese during the
war?

. In what manner does the American text comment on

Japanese and Chinese nationalsim?

. What notions about American attitudes towards Asian

culture are revealed?

How Is the attack on Pearl Harbor described?

What is the importance given to the U.S. role in the Pacific
Theater of World War II?

How is the U.S. use of nuclear weapons described?

What reasons are given for using nuclear weapons and what
casualties statistics are identified for leoshlma and
Nagasaki?

How is responsibility for the war divided among the
Japanese leadership, soldiers, and people?

To what extent is the United States described as an initiator/
reactor to events in pre-World War Il Asia and during
World War II?

What is the relationship of China to the Allies?

What is the relationship of Japan to the Axis, as described in
the American texts?

17. What elements are missing from the American texts

18.

treatment of this time period in Asian/ U.S. relations?
What elements of this time period, as applied to Asia,
receive the greatest emphasis?

19. How objective is the writing/

20.

What historical, economic, and cultural reasons are
provided for the behavior of the U.S., Japan, and China
during this time period?



*Students will be assigned concurrent reading in at least
one text extract each from China, the U.S,, and Japan.

The readings should be divided into four sections:
1931-1935, 1936-1940, 1941-1944, 1945. These
correspond to an emphasis on Japan in Northeast China
and the U.S. response, Japan in Nanjing, Pearl Harbor, and
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Of course, many more events
are involved, but these will be the primary focus for
comparison.

*Students should be reminded that translation is not a
precise science and some words have no adequate
translation.

*Students should be reminded that the Japanese texts are
used throughout the nadon with little variadon. There
are greater varleties of texts found in the P.R.C. but with
very similar content. U.S. texts have the greatest variety
of content, but certain themes are still very common. All
of the texts used in this lesson are from the 1990s.

There are, perhaps, the greatest revisions in the Japanese
texts on this subject, if one were to compare texts within
each country from the 1980s to the 1990s. The major
changes in the Chinese texts concern domestic Chinese
history although these changes are reflected in the
treatment of resistance to Japan by China.

*Each section is best handled by groups of four students
each who will then discuss similarities and differences.
Note taking in small groups, both of individual
conclusions and group consensus, should be followed by a
full class discussion of the results.

*Depending on the grade level and sophistication of the
students, question lists should be provided by the teacher
to guide student inquiry into the text comparisons.

*After all sections have been read, discussed, and
analyzed, conclusions should be attempted concerning the
entire process, and a reevaluation of the previous unit’s
conclusions (home school’s text), should be attempted. -

Ill.Materials (Sources) Required:
*Text extracts and their translatons which follow these
descriptions. (China, Japan, and U.S.)
*Blackboard, flip chart, or overhead projector to record
small groups and large group conclusions.
Optional:
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V. Background Notes

*In many ways, this lesson(s) Is very sophisticated. It calls for
an awareness of cultural differences, and at times, subtlety of
expression.

*It must be remembered that only excerpts dealing with
Asia- United States relatdons are taken from the United States
texts. Information on Europe and the European Theater
of fighting are largely omitted.

* Furthermore, the Chinese and Japanese texts are highly
condensed works of writing. Few words are wasted on
narrative.

*In the Chinese case, texts alter both their content and tone to
reflect present government policies and views on past
history. For example, Since the P.R.C. is anxious to
“reintegrate” Talwan peacefully in the present day, the most
recent treatment of “Chaing Kai-Shek” is temperate compared
to treatment in previous decades’ texts. If one were to look at
the sections on the Korean War, not included in this lesson,
one would find some five to eight sentences, including a
notation of 1.1 million Chinese killed in the fighting!
Obviously, the Korean War is not a popular topic today.

*The Japanese texts have long reflected an attitude marked by
amnesia in their treatment of the Pacific War and China
policy. Thus, the limited efforts to address these subjects in
current texts, mark considerable progress from the Japanese
perspective. Manchuria and Nanjing get only the briefest,
vaugest mention in most tests since the 1950s, and prior to
the 1990s.

*The translations of the Japanese texts, though prfessional,
leave out certain Japanese passages, perhaps for spacial
reasons and economy of expression.

*The Chinese text translation is amateur, which may result in
some mistakes,

VL Evaluation (Assessment)
A variety of évaluative measures may be employed depending
on the number of lessons utilized and the time provided for
this work. A sample of options is listed below.
1. If small group discussions and analysis are utilized,
evaluations of the groups’ written and oral contributions
can be assessed.




2. Questions can be assigned for Individual analysts of the
Chinese, Japanese, and American texts based on the
suggested questions in this lesson.

3. An evaluative essay can be assigned at the end of the lesson
employing a thesis statement and supporting essay
regarding the three countries’ treatments of events in Asia
during this ime period

4. Students can be assigned the task of revising a country’s text
to be elther more Inclusive or less culturally blased.
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(Chinese) High School Text Book- Gaoji Zhongxue Keben
Shiyonkben (test version)
History- Lishi
First Grade (Grade 10)

published 1997-Shanghai Education Publishers

Chapter 28 World War I page 105

World Warll was the largest war in world history. It involved
84 countries and 1.7 billion people, and it spread throughout Europe,
Asia, Africa, and Oceania. It was different from World War L It was
a war caused by Germany, Italy, and Japan, the Axis Poers. The
whole world was fighting against the Axis Powers. In 1937, Japan
declared war againstChina; therefore, that started World War Il in
Asia. In 1939 Germany invaded Poland; Britain and France entered
the war. That started World War II in Europe. In 1941, Germany
invaded the Soviet Union and Japan bombed Pearl Harbor--that
spread the war. In 1945 Germany and Japan surrendered and that
was the end of World War II. The Second WorldWar was a disaster
for the human race but it ended the Axis Poers and colonialism.

Lesson 1 Japan Started the War in China

The July 7th Incident. On July 7th, around midnight, the
Japanese used the excuse that one soldier was missing and they had
to cross the Lugo Bridge (Marco Polo Bridge) to enter the Chinese
Zone to find the soldier. After being refused by the Chinese, Japan
invaded China and local Chinese soldiers fought back. The July 7th
incident was a signal of Japanese imperialism and war with China.
The missing Japanese soldier was gound quickly but it didn’t stop the
fighting. The Nationalist Government and Beijing’s local government
officials tried to keep a low profile and let the situation continue.
The]apanesegovemmentdeddedtosendtroopstoChlmand
invaded Beijing and Tanjin.

(smaller print) Before “July 7th”, Lugo Bridge Incident, the
Japanese population in the Japanese Zone was about 4000 people,
including few soldiers, but they were very provocative. In the
“Chinese Zone”, there was the 29th troop 37, led by Gi Shin Won.
Those few Japanese soldiers in the Japanese Zone often went to the
area near the Lugo Bridge to practice shooting with live ammunition.
In fact, they were obviously trying to have a confrontation.
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Therefore, on the night of July 7th the "missing” soldier reported
baack to his unit by himself within 20 minutes. This had nothing to
do with the Chinese. They used this excuse and started a
confrontation, shooting at the Chinese Zone twice. At first there were
a few shots. The second time there were more than ten shots, but
(page 106) the Japanese said it was the Chinese “firing at them
illegally”. This is another was that Japanese imperialism was causing
trouble for the Chinese. At that time, Japan had troops at another
zone nearby. On July 11th the Japanese called those troops to the
Chinese Zone, and then called three more groups of soldiers and sent
them to China.

When Northern China was in
danger the Nationalist
Government realized that if they
didn’t respond, not only Northern
Chinese Provinces would be in
Japanese hands, but the
government would lose credibility.
The people would throw them out.
Therefore, Chiang Kaishek only
accepted part of the negotiation
with the Communists but refused
to have aconfrontation with the
Japanese. On July 17th, he
assressed the people in Lushan--
“The Lugo Bridge Incident may be
the beginning of the war

between China and japan but it all
depends on the Japanese
Government attitude.” He also
said “If we start the war that will
involve the whole country, people
from North and South, old and

The Map of the Japanese
Invasion of China (1937-1940)
young, everybody has the
_ responsibility to defend their
country so we must be determined to sacrifice everything to save the
country.” This is the first address by Chaing Kaishek after the
September 18th Incident (Northeast China, 1931) and also the first
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time the nationalist Government showed a strong response to the
incident.

But Japanese imperialism didn't stop there. On July 28th and
30th, the Japanese took over Beijing and Tianjin. The Chinese 29th’s
leader Don Lin Ga, and the 132nd’s leader......both died. That is the
beginning of the Japanese invasion.

The Formation of the Agreement to Defend China-

The Alliance to Defeat the Japanese '
The Communist and Nationalist Parties reached an agreement to
work together to defend China. On the second day of the Lugo Bridge
Incident, the Chinese Communist Party addressed the people, and
said “Beijing and Tianjin are in danger! North China is in danger! All
of China in in danger! Only if the whole nation fights back will we
have a way out.” On the same day, Mao Zedung called Chaing Kaishek
and expressed his willingness to work with the Nationalists and fight
back to defind China. Because the a Chinese Communist Party
insisted on fighting back and after much negotiations with the
nationalist Party, finally the Chinese Nationalists agreed on the
Seoncd Alliance. That is the formation of the alliance that would
defeat the Japanese.

In August 1937, the Nationalist Government recognized the Red
Army as the 8th Army. In September, the Nationalists officially
declared the Chinese Communists and the Nationalists Alliance
Agreement. Before that agreement, the nationalist Government
agreed to release political prisoners, and many of those Communist
(page 107) members, including Shan Dren Ru and the seven friends
were released. After that the two parties reached agreement to
reorganize the Red Army guerillas to the Nationalist 4th Army.

The Strategic Defending Period

(page 108)

(page 109)
Mao Zedong’s “Long War Theory” and the Base for Defending
China
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(page 110)
The Japanese Atrocities in China

The Japanese Imperialism implemented the Destroy China
Policy, and they performed so many terrible actions in China. On
August 15, 1937, the Japanese Government addressed the Chinese
people, “The hope of the Empire is Japan and China allied....Japanese
and Chinesei in Manchukuo can all be prosperous.” At that time
Northeast China had been a Japanese colony for six years and now
they were asking the rest of China to become a Northeast China, and
the Japanese proposal for alliance is obviously showing the world
their desire to commit aggression.

(page 111)
Wherever the Japanese went they destroyed everything. The

most despicaable thing is the Nanjing Massacre.



(page 110)
The Japanese Atrocities in China

The Japanese Imperialism implemented the Destroy China
Policy, and they performed so many terrible actions in China. On
August 15, 1937, the Japanese Government addressed the Chinese
people, “The hope of the Empire is Japan and China allied....Japanese
and Chinese in Manchukuo can all be prosperous.” At that time
Northeast China had been a Japanese colony for six years and now
they were asking the rest of China to become a Northeast China, and
the Japanese proposal for alliance is obviously showing the world
their desire to commit aggression.

(page 111)
Wherever the Japanese went they destroyed everything. The
most despicable thing is the Nanjing Massacre.

After World War 11 the international court said that “they
estimated during the first six weeks of the Japanese invasion of
Nanjing and the nearby area, more than 200,000 people were
murdered.... This number does not include the bodies burned by the
Japanese or thrown into the river, or killed by others unaccounted
for means.” At that time the German representative in Nanjing said
that it wasn’t just a few people who committed the massacre, it was
the whole criminal action of the Japanese Army. This report called
the Japanese invasion actions, those of a “group of beasts.”

The Japanese general, lwane Matsui, was responsible for the
Nanjing Massacre. Later he was hung by the International Court.
The leader of the Japanese 6th troop, who at the time was controlling
Nanjing, was later sent back to Nanjing and executed. These are iron
cases which no one can dispute. Twenty years after World War I,
some Japanese wanted to erase this history of the Nanjing Massacre.
Several times they have tried to deny the existence of the Nanjing
Massacre. That is impossible. American, German, and other
independent countries had witnesses to the massacre, and they all
have written records. The Japanese soldiers had killing competitions.
At that time a Japanese reporter took pictures published in
newspapers. We have pictures and written records. Some Japanese
soldiers kept their own diaries and they also recorded these
massacres. We now have Memorial Hall in Nanjing and collected
many records and evidence. Many decent Japanese tour the
Memorial Hall and sincerely express their regret and also they hope
for China and Japan to be friends.
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The Japanese invaders used Chinese to rule or to destroy other
parts of China. The Japanese found many anti-government
politicians and generals. They started a puppet regime in 1937 with
Wang Ka Ming and called it the “Chinese Temporary Government”.
The next year they had Leong Hon Gi start a puppet government
called “The Improving Government”.

Japanese forced Chinese people to bow to Japanese soldiers.
People who refused to bow would be punished. This was an insult to
the Chinese.

International Reactions to the War in China

Britain and the United States did not want to see Japan take
over China but they hoped they could have the Japanese declare war
on the Soviet Union. At the same time, they were focused on the war
in Europe. So, before Shanghai was involved in war, they wanted to
have Shanghai as a non-military zone. After Shanghai was in war,
the Japanese navy declared all the Chinese coastline closed. That
caused the British and Americans to accept it. The Nationalist Party
had great hope in America. They hoped that the Americans would
speak for them and put pressure of the Japanese. On November 3,
1937, the nine countries agreement was signed and they discussed
the Japanese invasion of China. Chiang Kaishek ordered the people in
Shanghai to resist in order to earn some support and empathy from
the international community. He ordered the Shanghai Army to
resist but the result was not only the loss of Shanghai but also the
Japanese went beyond the defense line. The meeting in
didn’t have any results. The Japanese found out that America didn'’t
have the desire to stop them. That made the Japanese more
confident in the goal of taking over China.

There was no law preventing Americans from doing business
with the Japanese. The Japanese imported much gasoline and heavy
metals. The Chinese had much money deposited in America. It was
enough to buy fighter planes but they didn’t have the ability to
transport them. There was no way to purchase war material from
America. Except for a few loans, China did not get any support from
these two countries.
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Early in the war, the only help China received was from the
Soviet Union. On August 21, 1937, China and the Soviet Union signed
a no invasion agreement. The Soviet Union gave China much |
(page 112) equipment including ammunition, fighter planes, tanks,
and so on. Our first troops were formed by using the equipment
provided by the Soviet Union. Before 1941 the supply planes were
from the Soviet Union and the USS.R. also sent some army '
volunteers and pilots to China.

The world supported China defending itself and they all
witnessed the Shanghai War. The world praised Chinese soldiers’
braveness. The Communist members in the United States and
Canada asked (H. N. Bethune 1890-1939) to lead nurses and doctors
into China to help the wounded. They showed us a high order of
internationalism and after a while, China earned more support from
around the world.

Thinking and Practicing

1. According to the text, find out the important incidents in the war
for defending China and list them chronologically.

2. Think about the idea “Now Japanese intend to erase the Nanjing
Massacre from history.” Think about this; what are the reasons for
this?

ILesson 2 Britain and France and the European War

The German Invasion of Austria, and the British and French
Alliance

(page 113)

Criticism of Chamberlain Accepting
the Agreement

The Munich Agreement
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(page 114)

Chamberlain, Hitler, Mussolini,
Munich Agreement

The British, French, and Soviet Negotiations and the Non-
aggression Pact Between Germany and the Soviet Union

(page 115) Lesson 3 World War I Spreads to Europe and
Africa

Germany Invades Poland and the “Phony War”

(page 116)

" Germany Invading Poland

Germany Invades Northern and Western Europe, and the
French Lose

(page 117)

The French Maginot Line

“Fvacuation at Dunkirk”

1 .'
AP
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(page 118)

Germany Invading Paris
The British War and German Invasion of Southern Europe

(page 119)

London Street Scene After the Bombing

Map of the German Axis Power Expanding

(page 120)

The Map of Europe and Africa in World War 11
Africa Battlefield in the Early Confrontation

(page 121)
Lesson 4 The Furopean War Explodes After China
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The Anti-nationalist in the War

(page 122) -
(page 123) The Red Army Becomes the Main Fighting Power

(page 124)
(page 125) China is the Factor Stopping Japan from Going
North or South

(page 126)

(page 127)
Think and Practice
1. According to the text book, the Nationalist Party, three times tried

to defeat the Communists. State the three times and what happened.
events time what happened

1st time

2nd time

3rd time

2. Why did Chiang Kaishek’s government at first agree to ally with
the Communist Party and then change his mind? What did the
Communist Party do when the Nationalists tried to eliminate them

and what were the results?

lesson 5 The Expansion of World War II and the Turning
Points

The War Between the Soviet Union and Germany Explodes—
Moscow in War

(page 128)

November 7, 1941 German Axis was Firing at
Russians but Soldiers in Red Square were
Continuing their Traditional Marching
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CHAPTER 28 WORLD WAR II (Continued)
(page 129)

In July, 1940, japan started the invasion of Southeast Asia and
believed that by taking over Southeast Asia that it could complete
their goal of “Greater Asia Organization”. Soon after July, Japan took
northern India. After the beginning of the war between the U.S.S.R.
and Germany, japan took over Thailand and the southern part of
India.

Germany started the invasion of western Europe. It was the
win over the French which especially gave the Japanese Axis power
a “power boost” and “great opportunity”. Japan then decided to
invade Southeast Asia’s British and French colonies because of their
natural assets (resources). Right after the war between the U.S.S.R.
and Germany exploded, the Japanese Royal Meeting passed a
resolution “to adjust Japan to World Affairs: Rules and Methods to
Greater Imperialism”. They claimed that to build a “Greater Asia
Organization”, they must take over Southeast Asia. They also said
that they would pay any price to have Southast Asia, even including
the preparaton of a war to fight against British, French, or Russian
resistance. But Japan lost twice on picking a fight with Russia. They
finally gave up the “Go North” strategy.

The Japanese “Go South” strategy sent a direct warning to the
British and Americans. Its invasion endangered both British and
American interests in the Pacific. The British were busy fighting the
war in Europe and did not respond right away. American became
japan’s #1 enemy. Japanese started to “talk” and negotate with
Americana while preparing to fight against them at the same time.
In October, 1941, a new leader took over the japanese military and
hastened the process. on December 1, in the Royal Meeting, the
Emperor authorized the decision to declare war against British,
America, and the Netherlands. He set the date.

" On December 7, 1941, the Japanese navy and marine forces
invaded Pearl Harbor, severely damaging America’s stations in the
Pacific.

Japanese intelligence did a thorough job researching and
planning the bombing of Pearl Harbor. They collected maps and
activity schedules, Northern Pacific and Hawali weather, and other
detailed information. Under a highly kept secret operation, the
Japanese Marine Admiral ordered the invasion. He
ordered a special group of six submarines to report to the Thousand
Islands. After twleve days of sailing, they reached Pearl Harbor’s
north sea, 230 miles from Pearl Harbor. Japanese Marshall
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ordered the operation according to the plan.
(page 130)

The Japanese Navy bombing Pearl Harbor

The Americans did not expect the bombing and lost a great
deal to the bombing. On December 7, 1941, Japan’s six fighter planes
took off from a submarine. Those pilots signaled “Tiger! Tiger!
Tiger!” Right after they read the signals, another 183 fighter planes
took off and headed to Pearl Harbor. They another 171 fighter
planes joined the operation. America lost ten ships, 180 fighter
planes, and 4500 lives. Japan lost 6 submaries, 29 fighter planes,
and 200 deal or wounded.

The Pearl Harborbombing is the beginning of the war in the
Pacific. On the same day, Japan invaded American, British, and Dutch
colonies in the Pacific. Netherlands declared war against Japan. The
next day, the 8th, America and Britaln joined the Netherlands.

On the 8th, japan invaded Hong kong. On the 9th, the Chinese
government officially declared war against Japan, Germany, and
Italy. World War Il now expanded over the world.

In half a year, Japan took over Guam, Hong Kong, Malasia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Burma, Indonesia, and more.

The Formation of the Anti-Axis Alliance
The invasion of the world by the Axis Poers—Japan, Germany, and
Italy, stirred up the whole world.

(page 131)

4004 141



(page 131)

Asia Pacific Area Map During World War II

At the end of 1939, America modifled its “third country” status
and allowed the British and French to purchase arms power from
America. After the French lost to the Germans, Germany controlled
Europe. Japan decided to “Go South”. America was caught in the
middle. In the fall of 1940, America decided to control Europe’s
situation first and then help Asian countries. They started to supply
and help the British to fight against Germany. In march, 1941,
America passed a policy that promised to support and help the
British and those countries that had been fighting against the Axis
power. The Americans and the British moved toward an alliance.

The war of the U.S.S.R. and Germany, and the war in the Pacific
helped the formation of an Anti-Axis Alliance.

After the war between the U.S.S.R. and Germany exploded,
Churchill and Roosevelt announced their help for the Soviets. Stalin
thanked them for their support in a radio address to the nation. The
U.S.S.R. then joined the American and British Alliance.

In July, 1941, the U.S.S.R. and Britain signed an agreement on
fighting the German Alliance.

In August, 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill met in the Atlantic
and addressed the world; the “Atlantic Agreement (Charter)” would
try to destroy the Nazi government and rebuild the world with
peace. Soon after the announcement of the “Atlantic Agreement”,
the U.S.S.R. announced its concurrence with the Atlantic Agreement’s
basic rules and policy. It then became the goal of anti-fascist people.

(page 132)

In late September, early October, Soviet., American, and British
leaders met in Moscow, and signed an agreement. The U.S.A. and
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Britain would provide arms and supplies to the Soviets; The U.S.S.R.
would provide America and Britain with its resources and materials.

In January, 1942, the representatives of America, Britain, the
U.S.S.R., China, and 26 other countries signed and announced the
“United Nations Declaration” in Washington. It promised these
countries to use available resources and materials to fight against
Fascists. It was the formation of the Anti-fascist Union.

The formation of an Anti-Fascist Union not only strengthened
the cooperation of the world in fighting against the Axis Powers, it
also was the forefather of the future United Nations.

Midway Island

Midway island is located northwest of Pearl Harbor. The
Japanese attempted to take over Midway Island and turn it into a
Japanese naval base. They tried to lure Americans to fight but this
time the Americans decided its war plan and planned ahead.

In June, 1942, Japan invaded Midway Island but was defeated
by America. The Japanese lost four submarines. Japan then changed
to fightng a defensive strategy. midway Island fighting then
became the turning point of the war in the Pacific.

American Fighter Planes Bombing Japanese Ships.
From August, 1942 to February, 1943, Americans and Japanese
fought over the islands southeast of the Solomon Islands in the South

Pacific. Japan was defeated by America and lost a huge amount of
manpower and filghter planes. ....

(page 133)

The Battle for Stalingrad
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(page 134)

The Russian Army Surrounded the German Army at
Stalingrad

(page 135)

The Fighting at Stalingrad. The Soviet Army Took
Back the Last German Position

The Fighting in Alamin, Egypt

(page 136)

Montgomery

Lesson 6 The World Fights Back at the Axis Powers-
The Impact and Results

The Success of the Allies in North Africa and Italy
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(page 137)

Tank Battle--U.S.S.R. and Germany

1943 Pacific Battlefield

The Cairo Meeting and the Meeting in Iran

(page 138)

Chiang Kaishek, F.D.R., Churchill, Madame Song Mel Lin
at the Alllance Meeting (Cairo)

Stalin, E.D.R., Churchill at the Meeting

Normahdy and the Release of France




(page 139)

Allies Invade Normandy-- Starts the Second Front in
Europe

(page 140)
War Development in Aisa Between 1944-1945

From 1944 until August of 1945, Alliances in Asia had three
war zones: the Pacific, Burma, and China.

Americans in the Pacific took control of several islands from
February through June, 1944. They took over Guam. The Japanese
were forced to go back to the Philippines, Taiwan, and the Japanese
Islands. They developed a defensive line across a thousand islands.
The Philippines was the southern point of the Japanese defense line
and became everyone’s focus. In October, 1944, the Japanese Navy
was badly defeated in a naval battle in the Philippines. In 1945, the
Americans secured the Philippines and went as far as the Japanese
Islands.

Japan lost three battleships and hundreds of airplanes in one of
these battles. After they were defeated by the Americans, many
Japanese soldiers and officers killed themselves. For the Japanese
“the great plan for the Japanese Navy was shattered.” After several
battles, America was as close to the Japanese mainland as possible.
They bombed Tokyo and surrounding cities. The cultural center,
Kyoto, was saved because of a Chinese professor’s suggestion of
saving Japanese treasures.

At battlefields in Burma, the Chinese, British, and American
Allianace gained great successes. In January, 1945, they suilt the
“Ten-man Road”: a route that finally allowed American support to be
transported from India to Kuan-Ming City.
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From 1942-1945, the Japanese lost nearly three hundred
thousand soldiers. Chinese soldiers gained great weapons support
from the alliances and won important battles. American Navy
support also had a significanace.

In China, Communist Party soldiers also won various battles.
They killed nearly two hundred thousand Japanese soldiers. In
1944, they began to recover some cities from the Japanese.

But in a bigger picture, the Chinese seemed to lose other
provinces to Japanese control. The Japanese gathered hundreds of
thousands of soldiers and took control of the Chinese rail lines from
northeast to southeast. The japanese were also able to do so by
defeating the Nationalists’ Army. The corruption in the Nationalist
Party weakened the army operation and brought shame to the

country.

In April, 1945, the Japanese tried to take down a navy base in
the south but was defeated. From that point on, the Nationalists
started to fight back and recovered Kwong-Xi and several cities
down south. '
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Japan Surrenders to the Alliance

In July and August of 1945, the leaders of the U.S.S.R., the
U.S.A., and Great Britain met in Germany. Stalin, Truman, and
Churchill signed an agreement on handling German issues and also
discussed the Japanese problem. On July 26, 1945, China, the United
States, and Britain addressed the world and suggested that Japan
give up the war.

- On July 28, the Japanese Prime Minister Susuki publicly
declined to surrender. They then claimed that they would fight back.

The Japanese decided to use Nanjing, Beijing, and Wuhan as
bases and formed a defensive line. They started to dig underground
shelters and prepared to fight the Alliance.

On August 6th, America dropped the first atom bomb on Japan.
On August 8th, the U.S.S.R. declared war against Japan and marched
into northeastern China where the Japanese had taken over earlier.
In September, Mao addresed the Chinese people about “the last fight
to bring down the Japanese.” After his call, Chinese people fought
hard against the Japanese invaders. On August 9th, America
dropped another bomb on Nagasaki. On the 14th, the Japanese
Empire called for a meeting of the higher officials and decided to
surrender to the Alliance. On the 15th, the Emperor made a radio
address to the people that Japan decided to “stop fighting, stop the
war.” On September 2, 1945, the Japanese signed a surrender
document on the U.S. ship Missouri. Now World War II was officially
ended. The fascists were completely defeated.

After eight years of fighting, we finally won the war. We
recovered all the cities and regions that were occupied by the
Japanese before and during the war. This war made a very big
impact on Chinese history. The Chinese Communist Party was the
reason that the Chinese won the war. CCP soldiers threw their lives
on the line to save the nation. We killed 1.5 million Japanese
soldiers. This war was won by CCP leadership and determination.
The Chinese must not forget about this throughout the future
generations.
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Atomic Bomb dropped on
Hiroshima

The Impact of the End of World War II

World War II is so far the most devastating war in human
history. Japan, Germany, and Italy started this war so they could
take control of regional resources, markets, and the world. Eighty-
four countries all over the world were involved in this war.

The international affairs also changed greatly. After Germany
and Italy were defeated, Britain and France were left weakened by

- the war. European countries were no longer the strong powers in the

world. The U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. were now the powerful countries.

Because of the defeat of the Axis Powers, some countries in
Europe converted to Socialism. Colonialism was totally shattered, and
now to avoid another war in this world became the most important
subject.

World War II has not only had an impact on world economics,
italso has stimulated the revolution of technology. The third
technological revolution happened near the end of World War II.

World War Il was a time in history that connot be forgotten or
erased. Billions of people lost their relatives in the war. Although
World War Il is a part of the past, the Chinese people have not yet
forgotten it. War teaches and educates the Chinese people and we
don’t want it to happen again.
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Among the chicf decisions agreed upon by the Big Three (UK, USA and USSR) in the Yalia® T
confercnce were these: (1) About Gemany. o defeat Germany tiorougidy and force them to surrender
unconditionally; to establish four-power (Anzerican. British, Russian, with France being the fourth power)
occupation zones for postwar Germany; to punish Nazi war criminals severely and eliminate fascism
completely; and to initiate the prinzins ta requitsl (0 Thevar ¢f USSR to Jepan. USSR agreed to enter
the war against Japan in three months after Ge rmany’s defeat; receiving occupation areas in the East in
return; (3) About UN. To found conference fer the UN to be held in San Francxsco on April 25, 1945; and
(4) About a guarantee of representati-e goverament in Poland.

The Yalta Conference was extremely important during the war. It played a very positive role of
the final defeat Germany and devised a schere for the pest-war world. But part of the agreements came
from polmcs and deals among big pewvers and tumed cut (2 be harmful (o other countries in terms of their
Soversigany and interest,

In April 1945 the Allies made a strone atack cper the orthern ltaly. On April 28 Mussolini was

executed by the ltaly guerrilla, (Mussaliaj ir guisc fled on April 23 and was captured by the ltaly guerrilla

on April 27.) On April 29, the Germans statioaed ir: laly were surrendered ard the Allies conquered the
whole ltaly.

In Germany, the Allies crosseg the Phine in March 1945, In April the Allies surrounded and
arnihilated the Ruhr Germans. The § ussians Pe2an the Sevlin b attie. On April 26, the Russians and the

Aliies met at the Eibe and then the Kessians scntinued their drive into the Berlin City.
At 5 o'clock in the carly monirg on 4 el 16, 1233t Russians under the command of XXX bombarded the

Germans in thousands of canhons ard Fscies wiv

thegvadhe fnal Pacie o eradicare the fascisis. Over a hundred of

i raided Germans. Tankers and
infantry made an anack at the same time. D 11 tiat doy snd ingitt the Russians sent 6550 bombers and launched

more than 1,230 thousand bombs. The R.us. s broke througl: the Gernar dejense line on April 17 and entered into

the Berlin Ciry on April 27

On April 30, 1945, Hitler committed swicide and Russians put their red flag on the roof of the
German Parliarnent Building. The ramainder rasistance of Germans collapsed on May 2, 1945 and
Germany surrcndered uiconditionally ¢ri Mav §. The war in Europz erdad with the final fall of fascist
Germany.
Potsdam Agreement and Japanese Surrender

Between July 17 and August 2. 1945, the principal Allies of Word War Il (the U S.. the USSR,
Great Briwain) to clarifv and implemert agreem.nts pravicusly reazhed at the Yala Conference. The chief
participants were President Truman, Premicr Stalin, ard Prime Minister Churchil] (who was replaced by
Attlee after Churchill's Conservative Party lost the Briush election). On July 26 the conference not only
signed the Potsdam Agreement but also stron 2!y urged Japen 10 surrender unconditionally and
reemphasized that the conditions stated in Cairs Declaratior thust be carned out.

On July 28, the japancsc Premier declared their refusal to accept Uie Potsdam Agreement, and the

fascist Japanesc crazily exclaimed that they would continue to fight until they conquered the continental,

fog
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The Japanese were 80ing to hold jast to the swrounding regions of Nanjing, Beijing and Wuhan. -In the
Shanghai and Nanjing area they plenned to build more defense works in order to fight the decisive battle against the
landing US4 arms.

On August 6, the USA dropped the first atonic bomb on Hiroshima,

The US4 government raised 2,500 million dollars for the development of three atomic bombs in the more
than tizree years researchr unid productic: from 408 thousand pecple érclieting enginzers and specialists. The tentatrve
atomic bomb was first successfully exploded in New Mexico, 1S, On “lugust 6 the US larges: B-29 bomber carried an
atomic bomb named “lirle bov" and drapped it ai « height ¢f 19.006 meters over Hiroshima at a quarter past eight
a'clock.  After fifty seconds, the “linle o " was expicded ai @ height of over €66 meters. At a moment, the ciry was
covered in dark mushroom-like cicuds. The explesive power of the atomic bomb was about 20,000 TNT: Among
243,000 people in the city, 92,001) died, 37.000 were wounded and 14,000 disanpearad arul amaong 76,000 buildings,
43,000 were totelly destroyed and 27,000 were purncliv destroved,

On August 8, the Soviet Urior, declarad war on Japan ard on August 9, the Red Army began 1o
march into Manchuria (northeast China ) whici was cccupied by Japanese.

At midnight or: August 9, the R:d Army corsisiing of wore than [,570 060 people, and 5500 tanks ard 3400
cirplane atacked the Japarzse in Sour vvs,

On August 9 Mao Zhetong calied up ali the Chincse for the final attack against Japanese. And the
same day US dropped another atomic bomb cn Nagasaki. Japzr announced its surrerder on August 14 and
the Japanese Empire broadcast the d=:laraticn of its siverdar on August 13. The Japanese surrendered
iormally aboard US A fisssam 1n Tekya Dus on September 2. 1943, thereby bringing to an cnd the costlicst
war in history,

On the Septeniber 2 nmaming choard LS Missouri the rapresariatives from the Allies, General Douglas

L R IR VTR T X el Yy P sty
:s.’.’.'.'.-_l'r.’..:lfl s LS, Gonziad S Tengine

M reprosonaiives fror other cowtnes involved in the War
were present al the Japanese signing the sumverder,
Un September 9 the Japanese aiso signed its swrrender in Nanjiang and the total of more than | .280.000

Japanese surrendered in China.

The eight years hard bante agains: Japanese ended and the lost temitory afier the 1894 War was
completely recovered. The viclory rasulied mainly frora the Chinese Communist Party who became the
supporting power for uniting the wholz sztion 2nd the Chinese whe had established more powerful self-
defense swength than ever before. The Chinese arms resisted and checked over two thirds of the Japanese
ariny so that the swrain upon the Allics was graatly lessered. Dwing the bloody bartles against the Japanese
fascists the Chinese wiped out more than 1.500,000 Japansse soldiers, about scventy percent of Japanesc
casuallies suftered in the War [[. Tha played a decisive role in tic complete defeat over the Japanesc. The
victories came after extreine dufficultioc and cost the Chirzse too much. We, gencration afier genetation,
will never forgat jt!

The consequences and influences of the World War 1J
The World War I1 has been (e biggest war in the history of mankind. Japanese, German and

ltalian fascists launched this war for the pillage of the world's resources and markets, the occupation of
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more regions and seizurc of the powers in the world. There were 170 million people in eighty-four T
countries and regions (abcut eighty rercent of the world repulatien then) involved in the war,

After the World War I great chianges happened o the international composition. As a result of
the terrible defeat of Germany and ltaly and the weakenedness of British and France, the international
pattern in which the powers in Europs had caverned the world o longer existed. The USA and USSR
became the two new superpowers and the system from the Yalta Confercnce was established, which was
the new pattern of the post-war two extrames.

The US4, British ard USSR estadlished tie Yalia sysiem at the later stage of the World Wur I Based on
their own interests and strengii, they recched a series of agreements at severai conferences including the Yalta
conforence. The agreements containe! iy 10 ennd tite war, how 1o arvange tie post-war world and how to divide the
sphere of influence, that led 16 the system of ihe heo superyowers xueverning the whole world and glf the interational
affairs.

On the other hard, the victories of the peopl2 against the fascism changed the intcrnational politics
greatly. The fascism was devastatingly defeated: a nutiber of commurnust nations appeared in Europe and
Asia and the socialist power was becoming ever stronger. Nations in Asia, Africa and Latin America
launched numerous democratic movzmeats aad old colonies of imperiaiists crumbled so that another new
world war was avoided, that beca ¢ the distiact wopic for the pest-war international politics.

Soon cj?cr the IFoiid iter 1! gaszist vear crinuncis stood trial by ike Ailios military court in Nuremberg,
Germany and Tokvo. Japar.. ji: Germam Aermars: Gbring and oiter viar crimingls wag sentenced to death by hanging,
end Rudolf Hess and cther war viminals wars seutziced 1o lifs iriprisoniment or years imprisonment. In Japen the

sentence was death by hanging for T. o0, Foreign Ninister Foki Hivot and five generals (Kenji Doihara, Seishiro

Ttegeti. Hyoturo Kimura, L Mtz il 2 Sixteen eikers goi lif2. Two sometime Joreign ministers,
Shigenori Togo and Mamoru Skigemitsu, veere cenronzed ro pericds of years.

The Allies sirongly hit fuscism afier the wer bu e mavements of seves ely punishing war crintinals,
disarming fascists, outlawing any fascist organizations. eliminaitrg fascisis. But the punishment wies not thorough.
Mary German Nezi legders either were sielizd by thhe USA or fled large. One of most notorious war criminals
XY wus not in the number one way crimingls list at the beginring. Afier China kept questioning and struggling he
was included in the list. Other wer criminels VXX and UX wese roloased shertly afier they were sentenced. Besides
148 0f 517 Japanese war criminals who Stsod tna! b Ching veere sentenzed 1) death including XXX who had major
direct responsibility Jor Nanjing Rape, bur a1¢ notorions war criminel XXV wes covered up by the K, umingtang
recctionary. He was declared ot guiity, aad evan trecred as an henorable Kuest.

The World War I has profourd influerce on the cevelopment of science and technology and
world economy. The third science and techrology revoluticn occurred at the end of the war and after the
war. Nation-monopolized Capialism advinced widelv and rapidly; the production and capital
interationalizztion was reaching at even greater degree: the economy between nations was more and more
intervened and interdependent.

The original morvation of the third sciznme apd tochuology: revolution was the military needs at the war. [ty
three major sciences, i.e. electronic compilters, alamc energy and Geroncutical technology,

were evolved from the improvement and agplication of the military science and technology.
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The war also forced &overurients to control and interfere the economy tightby so that nan’on-monopc;[ized
capitulisn got a chance to develop in the cepitalist world. Aoreover the international monopoly in the form of
international companies way Slourished qQer e wer,

The World War H is 3 histery full of blocd 4ad tears. The fascist brutalitics enrage the whole
world. Millions and millions of people have lost their friends or relatives.

Wlorever i Horid b g reselied, duidmgs were dustroved. The damage from the war way up 1o
4.000,000 million dollurs and more. China hed duect damage of more than | 00.000 million dollars and indjrec;
damage of more than 500,600 millicy, Casualiies i the war totaled 10 more then 99 million. Chinese casualnies were
more 33 million cnd USSR casualties were aboui 27 million. The sum f'thasa nvo nations was more than that of
others. The Nazi Gernan imprisoned, tortured end i<liod miliicns including 6 miliion Jewish people of about 7 million
to [ million who were kifled. The Jaganese tortsred Crinese ceptives ard labors they caught and foreed them 16 10il
at the extremely bad condition, Evep worse ifwe ased live Chiness for the iral af germ \weapen,

The World War I has passad B we will paver fergetin Itis 2 lasson to the Feople and the
history is a lesson 10 the people. We will nor allow the hisiory of the world war to replay. This is another
profound effect afier the World War .

Think and Exercise

1. Bascd or. the texi summeziz: & foos HLPOIUIRT Lisniational coiferences at the later stage of the

VWorld War Il and the agreemenis froni tese confersnces:

()

Sumimary the consequence of the Yala conference.

3. In the anti-Nazi east and wes; fields curing the World War I1. the Allies made their contributions,
But some of the western schalars ignared the offorts made by Chinese in the east field and
overstated the roles of the west fisld and the role of the USA in the Pacific. This is not true.
Roosevell's comment was fair. He once privately talked to his son about-Chinz, “Without
Chuna...Japan could easily corquer Australi, and then India. .. and then the mid-east. .. and
cooperate with Germany for aztacks from both sides atalarge scale. If they met at the east the
USSR would be completely separated They wou!d eat Egypt and cut the path cross
Mediterranean.” Roosevely belteved trat if it were the case to defeat fascists would cost much
more.

Do you agree with Roosevel('s opinion? Based on given historica! knowledge or do further

research explain in more dewails the immportant positisn and role of the China field.
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1. The Rise of Fascism (from p. 303)

In Japan, the trade slump continued in
the period surrounding the Great Kanto
Earthquake of 1923 (Taisho 12), and
many banks and corporations went bankrupt in the Financial Panic of 1927 (Showa 2).
Then in 1929 (Showa 4) the effects of the worldwide Great Depression threw the busi-
~ess world into chaos, and many labor disputes broke out. The existing political parties,
rowever, continued their power struggles with insufficient regard for measures to cope
with the situation and lost the people’s trust. In their place, the military influence grew.:

In China’s Northeast (the area J apan referred to as Manshu or Manchuria at the time),
Zhang Xueliang had become a Nationalist government member and was trying to block
Japanese expansion (see p. 299). Disturbances continued between China and Japan. On
Sentember 18, 1931 (Showa 6), the Japanese Guandong Army engineered the blowing up
of the railway at Liutiaegou and used it as a pretext for a military incursion into all of the
Northeast, in which it occupied the majority of the strategic areas. That sequence of events
“as the Manchurian Incident (September 1931 to March 1932). Claiming to protect
lapanese nationals in Shanghai, the army also sent its troops to Shanghai and caused the
Shanghai Incident of 1932 (Showa 7).

World opinion was harshly critical of these Japanese military actions. The League of
\:itions sent the Lytton Commission to investigate. In March 1932, the Guandong Army
*lablished the state of Manchukuo and installed Puyi, the last Qing emperor of China, as
s regent (later emperor), pulling off a fait accompli. The commission did not recognize

The Rise of the Militarists in Japan and the
Manchurian Incident

Military interference in government intensified with attempted coups d'état by young officers: the May 15 Incident of 1932
iShowa 7) and the February 26 Incident of 1936 (Showa 11).
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

otting up Manchukuo A com-
e,noratlve photograph taken after the
ming of the Japan-Manchukuo Pro-
c0| in September 1932. The man
eaﬂng eyeglasses in the center of the
.rst row is Puyi. Behind him are the
saders of the Guandong Army.

The Lytton Commission The com-
aission members are studying the site
-f the railway explosion at Liutiaogou,
.uiside Mukden (present Shenyang).
he second man from the left is Lytton.

Japan’s actions as being in self defense, and the League
sustained that view. Thus, in March 1933 (Showa 8)
Japan gave notice of its withdrawal from the League
of Nations. Subsequently the Japanese military be-
came active in the Rehe region and even crossed the
Great Wall to threaten Beijing temporarily. It also
aimed for domination over all of North China.'

The Nationalist government, while coping with
the Manchurian Incident, was also carrying out
a civil war with the Communists. In 1934, the
Chinese Communist forces based in Ruijin, escaping extermination campaigns by the
Nationalist forces, made their Long March (1934-36) from Jiangxi Province to the interior
provinces of Shanxi and Gansu, centering on Yanan. During the Long March, the Commu-
nists became more tightly integrated, and Mao Zedong acquired increasing power in its
leadership. In 1935, the Nationalist government unified its currency’ with U.S. and British
aid. As a result, the warlords still active in the provinces saw their power weaken, and
¢ffective unification of China was achieved.

Formation of the People’s United
Front Against Japan; Sino-Japanese

in 1935 (Showa 10). Japaninvaded both Inner Mongoliaand North China in the name of opposing Communism: it established
an Anti-Communist Autonomous Government (1935-38) in eastern Hebei Province.

Until then China had basically used silver as its currency. Since paper money was issued by the various banks. its value as
currency was unstable. The Nationalists abolished the use of silver and defined bank notes linked to the pound. issued by
four banks, as legal tender.
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The Manchurian Incident intensified popular anti-Japanese movements throughout the
~untry. On August 1, 1935, the Chinese Communist Party stopped its civil war and called
‘or a people’s united front against the Japanese (the August 1 Declaration). Zhang
‘ueliang, then in Xian, was moved by these circumstances to capture Jiang Jieshi, who had
:ome to persuade him to join a punitive expedition against the Communists, and to urge him
vend the civil war and fight the Japanese instead (the Xian Incident,1936). Jiang listened,
vas set free, and then the Communists and Nationalists worked more closely together.

The Japanese military, on its part, used the Marco Polo Bridge Incident of July 1937
Stowa 12) to expand its aggression, with the aim of launching an offensive in North China.
inresponse, the Chinese made asecond agreement on concerted action in September, and
e nations of China and Japan were engaged in general war (the Japan-China War of
1937-45). By the end of 1937, the Japanese had occupied major strategic areas in North
China and Nanjing. In particular, in the occupation of Nanjing they massacred large
numbers of Chinese, for which Japan was condemned by world opinion (Nanjing Massa-
cre). China, aided by Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union, movedits capital from
Nanjing to Wuhan and then Chonggqing and continued to fight. In October 1938 (Showa 13),
Japan occupied Wuhan and Guangzhou. It was able to secure only the major cities and the
ransport links between them, however, and could not extend its control to the broad rural
areas. In 1940 (Showa 15), Japan declaring it would construct a new order in East Asia.
‘et up a pro-Japanese government under Wang Zhaoming (1833-1944) in Nanjing,
danding as a counterpoise to the Chongging government, but it did not receive broad
wpport. The outlook for the war was utterly uncertain.

The Axis Is Forged
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In 1936, Japan and Germany signed an anticomintern pact to resist the international
Communist movement, including the formation of popular fronts. In 1937, Italy joined
‘hem in the Tripartite Anticomintern Pact. In 1937 Italy also followed the German and
ixpanese example in withdrawing from the League of Nations. Thus the totalitarian states

ol apan, Germany, and Italy, which had challenged the dual Versailles-Washington treaty
A wstem, were forged into the Japanese-German-Italian Axis.
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3 ‘World War II (from p. 311)

Hopes for a swift conclusion to theJapan-China War (see p. 310)
The Pacific War  were dashed by the Republic of China’s resistance. The-Japanese
forces were harassed by the guerrilla tactics of the Chinese Commu-
nist army (the Eighth Route Army). The Japanese economy was under strong pressure due
to enormous military spending and the numbers of soldiers needed. To resolve the
situation, Japan planned an advance to the south; taking advantage of the defeat of France,
itadvanced into the north of French Indochinain September 1940 (Showa 15). At the same
time the Tripartite Anticomintern Pact developed into the Tripartite Pact with Germany
and Italy. In April the following year, 1941, Japan concluded the Soviet-Japanese
Neutrality Pact to secure its northern frontier; then in July, Japan advanced into southern
French Indochina.

In response, the United States imposed an oil embargo on Japan. The Americans, in
cooperation with the British, the Chinese, and the Dutch, formed the so-called ABCD Line
against Japan. The negotiations between Japan and the United States thathad beguninearly 1941
were practically at an impasse. On December 8 of that year, the Japanese military launched a
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aurprise attack on the U.S. Navy Base at Pear] Harbor, Hawaii. At the same time, Japan declared
war on the United States and Britain and plunged into the Pacific War (1941-45).

[n the first six months of the war, Japan captured Hong Kongand Singapore, occupied Java,
sumatra, the Philippines, and the Solomon Islands, and conquered Myanmar. Advocating the
-Greater East Asia Coprosperity Sphere,” Japan installed pro-Japanese governments in
sccupied Philippines, Indonesia, and Myanmar. Japan forced (French) Indochina and Thai-
iand to issue a statement of cooperation. In Japan, the military influence grew even stronger
after the start of the war, with increasingly strict controls on speech and the press.!

At first the Japanese forces were received as liberators from the colonial rule of the
United States and Europe in the occupied territories. The aim of the J apanese occupation,
however, was to obtain natural resources and to maintain order and control, and to that end
the military government introduced Japanese language education and Shinto worship,
among other things, ignoring local history and culture. In Singapore, on the Malay
Peninsula, and in the Philippines, atrocities and forced labor involving war prisoners
‘ncurred extreme hostility from the local people. The Japanese army was confronted with
resistance movements in all territories.?

Because of its weak industrial basis and the attrition of the nation’s strength in the war
with China, Japan was unable to turn back the tide of the war after suffering a crushing defeat
at the Battle of Midway in June 1942.

Germany and Italy entered the war against the United States at the
The Allied Victory same time as Japan did. In the second half of 1942, the Allied

countries’ launched a comprehensive counterattack; in 1943, U.S.
roops forced Japan to withdraw from Guadalcanal Island, recaptured the Solomon Islands,
and. thereafter. in rapid succession, crushed the Japanese forces in other Pacific territories.
After defeating the German army at Stalingrad (now Volgograd), the Soviet Union also
launched a counterattack. Having landed in North Africa, the Allied army occupied Sicily
and threatened the Italian mainland. As Italy was facing defeat, an anti-Mussolini movement

From the Japan-China War on. Japan's rule in Korea grew increasingly harsh. imposing assimilation policies such as the
requirement for Koreans to take Japanese names (establishment of family names and Nipponization of Korean names). To
supplement the labor shortage in Japan during the war, Japan forcibly recruited Koreans as laborers. and at the end of the war
military conscription was imposed.

As a result of the Japanese military’s eliminating European and U.S. influences from the colonies in Southeast Asia. it was
difficult for the old suzerain states to return after the war: thus the war created one of the conditions leading to these colonies’
attaining independence.

In World War II. the countries that joined in the Tripartite Pact were called the Axis . while the countries who resisted the
AXxis were called the Allies.
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<The Yalta Conference From left: Churchill, Roosevelt,
and Stalin. The many secret agreements made at this confer-
ence included an agreement that the Soviet Union would enter
the war against Japan within three months of the German
surrender and that Southern Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands
would revert to the Soviet Union.

Q0 The Fall of Berlin A Soviet soldier is flying the flag of
victory from the top of the German parliament building.

:merged within the military and the Fascist Party. In July 1943, the king dismissed
\lussolini and dissolved the Fascist Party. When the Allied forces landed on the Italian
mainland in September of the same year, the new Italian government (the Badoglio
sovernment) declared its unconditional surrender.

The Allies had already, in August 1941, indicated shared postwar plans in the Atlantic
Charter at a conference between Roosevelt and Churchill. Later, in November 1943, at the
Cairo Conference between Roosevelt, Churchill, and Jiang Jieshi, they issued the Cairo
Declaration, which set policies concerning Japan. At the subsequent Tehran Conference
netween Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin, the Allied strategy for landing in northern France.
among other things, was discussed. Based on this discussion, the Allied forces under the
command of Eisenhower (1890-1969) landed in Normandy in June 1944, forming a
second front. In August, the Allies entered Paris, where de Gaulle immediately organized
atemporary government. By the beginning of 1945, Germany, where many cities, industrial
racilities, and roads had been destroyed by the Allies’ air raids, was defeated on the east and
west. Berlin fellon May 2; on the seventh of that month, the German military surrendered
unconditionally. '

Prior to the surrender, in February 1945, Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin held talks at
Yalta on the Crimean peninsula, at which they concluded the Yalta Agreements, which
outlined how to deal with Germany. As a secret condition, it was decided that the Soviet
Union was to enter the war against Japan; thus the basic lines of the new postwar world order
were laid down.
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Near ground zero at Hiroshima The
nassacre of civilians caused by the atomic
pomb and the harmful radioactivity that
emained afterwards became a major inter-
aational humanitarian problem after the
war. The photograph shows the Hiroshima
prefecture Industrial Promotion Hall (the
astomic Bomb Dome) seen from the
diroshima Chamber of Commerce. (No-
vember 1945, U.S. military photograph)

In the Pacific theater, the U.S. forces took Saipan and Leyte islands during 1944. In
February 1945, they recaptured the Philippines, and in April they landed on Okinawa. At
the same time, the bombing of mainland Japan intensified; the main cities of Japan,
including Tokyo, sustained great damage in terms of property and human lives. Because of
Roosevelt’s sudden death in April, Truman (1884-1972; in office 1945-53) became
president and met with Churchill (replaced by Attlee during the conference) and Stalin at
Potsdam in the suburbs of Berlin to discuss the problem of how to control Germany and to
issue the Potsdam Declaration, which demanded the surrender of Japan.' The U.S.
dropped weapons of a new type, atomic bombs, on Hiroshima (August 6) and Nagasaki
August 9), destroying both cities.” Based on the Yalta Agreements, the Soviet Union, in
violation of the provisions of the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact, declared war on Japan on
August 8 and advanced on Korea, Sakhalin, and Northeast China.’ The military actions of
the United States and the Soviet Union just before Japan’s surrender were aimed at seizing
the leadership in the postwar international community. Faced with this state of affairs, Japan
finally decided to accept the Potsdam Declaration and surrender on August 14. The
decision to surrender was announced to the populace on the fifteenth. Thus ended the six
vears of World War II.

The Potsdam Declaration was at first issued in the name of the United States. Britain. and China. with the Soviet Unionjoining
tater. The Declarationdemanded the unconditional surrenderof the Japanese forces and clarified the basic policies for dealing
with Japan after its surrender.

Inthe five vears between the bombing and 1950. the deaths of over 200.000 people in Hiroshimaand over 140,000 in Nagasaki
were ascribed to the atomic bomb. Many people are still suffering from the aftereffects of the atomic bomb.

In April. 1945, the Soviet Union notified Japan of the annulment of the Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact. but a provision of
the pact stipulated that it would be valid for one year after such notification. After the war. the Soviet Union interned
approximately 600.000 Japanese prisoners of war in Siberia and European Russia for an extended period and subjected them
1o forced labor. from which the death toll was high.
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The Great Depression dealt a blow to the
The Japan-China War Japanese economy. Unemployment grew.

and farming villages in northern Japan
and other areas were poverty stricken. The government restrained the
military circles that wanted to maintain and expand Japanese concessions
in China. Instead, it recommended a curtailed budget and a foreign policy
of international cooperation and signed the London Naval Limitations
Treaty.” The army, feeling a deepening sense of crisis, staged the
Manchurian Incident’ in 1931; in 1932 it ignored international opinion
toestablish a state of Manchukuo.* Since the League of Nations criticized
Japan’s attitude, Japan withdrew from the League in 1933.5 In Japan,
public opinion rose in favor of the military's hard-line policy that
Manchuriaand Mongolia were Japan'slife lines. A series of assassination
attempts on party politicians occurred;® an antidemocratic trend gradu-
ally became dominant.

In China, the anti-Japanese movement grew stronger after the Manchu-
rian Incident, but the civil war between the Guomindang (Nationalists) and
the Communists continued. The Communist government in Ruijin moved
to Yanan (Yenan) in Shanxi Province, where it regrouped (the Long
March, 1934-36). During the Long March, Mao Zedong (see p. 138)
consolidated his leadership, and the Communists called on the Nationalists
to form a people’s united anit-Japanese front.
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> The February 26 Incident Rebel unit soldiers in the courtyard of the
Metropolitan Police Department. Although the coup d’état failed and the
ringleaders were court-martialed, the military's influence on politics grew
stronger after this incident.

The Xian Incident' at the end of 1936 moved the Nationalists towards
agreeing. In Japan, the military had begun exercising a growing sway
over politics since the February 26 Incident of 1936.2 Their power had
reached the point that in July 1937, the military used the Marco Polo
Bridge (Lugougiao) Incident to enter into a state of war with China. As
the front gradually expanded, it developedinto full-scale war (the Japan-
China War). During the same year, the Japanese army occupied North
China and major cities such as Shanghai and Nanjing.? In September the
Nationalist government officially launched the second agreement on
concerted action with the Communist party, moving its capital to
Chonggqing and continuing to resist, thus confounding Japanese expecta-
tions by prolonging the war. Meanwhile, internationally isolated Japan
had, under the leadership of the army, shifted to a new foreign policy
framework: the Axis, forged by the Tripartite Anticomintern Pact
between Japan, Germany, and Italy (1937). Thus, Japan chose to allow
relations with Great Britain and the United States to deteriorate and to
maintain tense relations with the Soviet Union.
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' In this incident. Jiang
Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek)
came to Xian to persuade
Zhang Xueliang, who, be-
ing sympathetic to a com-
mon front. was unenthusi-
astic about subduing the
Communist army. Zhang
put Jiang under house ar-
rest. Jiang was released
without any concessions be-
ing made.

*In the carly morning of
February 26. troops led by
junior army officers
launched a surprise assault
on the prime minister’s of-
ficial residence and the pri-
vate residences of senior
statesmen. The rebels occu-
pied the Nagatacho area for
four days.

* During the occupation of
Nanjing the Japanese army
massacred a large number
of Chinese people (the
Nanjing Massacre); that act
was widely condemned
around the world.
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The outbreak of war between the United States
and Japan was certainly linked to the wars in
Europe and Asia. Caught up in the quagmire of the
Jupan-China War. Japan, seeing the success of Hitler’s blitzkrieg war-
fare. uscd military force to advance into northern French Indochina' in
September 1940. [t also concluded the Tripartite Pact with Germany
and ltaly. Domestically, Japan dissolved all political parties in October
1940 and organized the Imperial Rule Assistance Association; Japan
had become a totalitarian state in imitation of the Nazis. Nonetheless,
despite Germany's demand for an offensive against the Soviet Union.
Japan adopted an independent foreign policy, entering in the Soviet-
Japanese Neutrality Pact and giving priority to its doctrine of expand-
ing to the south.

After the defeat of France, the United States extended its support to
Great Britain with the Lend-Lease Act (March 1941), thus taking a step
toward intervention in the war in Europe. The United States, opposing
Japan's southern expansion, organized an economic blockade against
Japan. In the spring of 1941, Japan and the United States entered negotia-
tions. During the talks, Japan extended its occupation to southern French
Indochina. Tocounter thatmove, the United States imposed an oil embargo
on Japan; relations between the two countries deteriorated decisively. On

The Pacific War
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" This was the first step in
the southerncxpansiondoc-
trinc. aimed at blockading
the routes by which British
and U.S. supportrcachedthe
Jiang Jicshi (Nationalist)
regimc in China and seizing
strategic natural resources
(oil. etc.) in the Dutch East
Indies. Since the southern
expansion doctrine clashed
with Englishand U.S. inter-
ests. the faction in the gov-
ernment that favored a for-
eign policy of international
cooperation held a negative
view, but they caved in in
the face of the military’s
intransigent attitude.
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Japan secretly allowed
Wang Jingwei. a key figure
‘nthe Guomindang (Nation-
alist) government. to escape
from Chongging to estab-
“ishanew Guomindang gov-
crnment at Nanjing in 1940.
out he had absolutely no
support among the Chinese
people. '

148

December 8 of the same year, at last Japan mounted a surprise attack on
Pear] Harbor in Hawaii and declared war on the United States and Great
Britain. The Pacific War had begun. Germany and Italy followed suit by
declaring war on the United States, thus linking the two wars. From the point
of view of the U.S. government, the Japanese surprise attack and the German-
Italian declaration of war became the perfect material for converting isola-
tionist public opinion into support for war.

At first the Japanese military campaign was successful. By the spring
of 1942, Japan had occupied a broad area from Southeast Asia to the
southwest Pacific, including the Malay Peninsula, the Philippines, Java.
Sumatra, Burma, and the Solomon Islands. After its defeat in the Battle
of Midway, in June 1942, however, the tide of the war began to turn.

On the Chinese mainland, Japan had
Conquest and Resistance  ajready attempted to achieve political
~ stability in its occupied areas by estab-
lishing a pro-Japanese government, but the attempt failed.' Japan also tried
to establish pro-Japanese governments in the occupied territories to the
south by advocating a Greater East Asia Coprosperity Sphere, which
would liberate Asian peoples from the rules of Europe and the United
States. In 1943, such governments were established in Burma and the
Philippines. The leaders and people of each region at first had welcomed the
Japanese army as liberators, but severe demands for their resources and
military oppression betrayed their hopes. As Japan’s military capacity
declined, anti-Japanese nationalist movements in Vietnam, the Philip-
pines, and Malaya grew stronger. After the war, those movements were
succeeded by liberation movements against the Europeans.
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On the other hand. in the summer of 1942, the United States army
began its counteroffensive in the Pacific War. By February 1945 they had
retaken the Philippines and intensified air raids on the Japanese
mainland. In April they landed on and occupied the main island of
Okinawa. Since indiscriminate bombing had begun in March, most
cities in Japan were already practically destroyed. The United States,
Great Britain, and China issued the Potsdam Declaration, demanding
that Japan surrender. Since the Japanese government did not reply, the
United States, hastening to end the war,? dropped atomic bombs on
Hiroshima (August 6) and Nagasaki (August 9). Ignoring its neutrality
pact with Japan. the Soviet Union declared war on Japan on the 8th,’
attacking Northeast China and south Sakhalin.* On August 14,° the
Japanese government accepted the Potsdam Declaration and surren-
dered. The Second World War was over.

( 381

*The United States was try-
ing to prevent the Soviet
Union from entering the war
and expanding the territory
under its control.

* At the Yalta Conterence.
the United States. which had
not yetcompleted the atomic
bomb. concluded a secret
treaty with the Sovicet Union.
in order to reducc sacrifices
onthe partotthe U.S. forces
fighting on the Japanese
mainland. It stated that the
Soviets would cnter the war
against Japan within two or
three months after the Ger-
man surrender on condition
that they couid seize the
Kuril Islands

* The Guandong Army in
Northeast China was de-
stroyed. Many Japanese
who had emigrated there in
colonization groups died
tragic deaths. and many
Japanese children were left
behind in China

$ On August 14 Japan noti-
fied the Allies of 1ts accep-
tance of the Potsdam Decla-
ration. The next day. the
15th. the announcement was
made to the Japanese people
by radio.
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A The atomic bomb dropped on Hi.rosh' - " .

_ ' . ima and ground zero It is estimated th v

:\.;oasf::r::f:::iso(\;eréo.goo in Nagasaki as a result of the atomic bombings. Even today:! manayt :::;I:Z?‘ootqllpeopl? fed in

the aftereffect -On the lrst“clay of the Potsdam Conference, Churchill received a sheet of paper carryin e.‘.hs ot mng from
satisfactorily born™ from the Americans, informing him of the success of th i Pdote e'COded i

“Babi e experimental detonation of an atomic
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China, 1925-1935
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GEOGRAPHY aAnpD HISTORY
o j,aﬁ:',f“_ < Beginning in 1925,

/ . )Qg 9 .
/ o the Guomindang .
' \(‘ { Q\(\ g « | and the Communists
:\ ! HL"V -/ waged along and
[\Ci ) bitter battle for
S control of China.

1. Locatlon On the map, locate (a) Beijing,
(b) Nanjing, (c) Jiangxi.
2. Movement Describe the route of the Long

March. _
3. iticai Thinking § Information
What natural features made the Long March

difficult?

Japanese Invasion

While Jiang was pursuing the Communists
across China, the country faced another danger.
In 1931, Japan invaded Manchuria in northeast-
crn Chima, adding it to the growing Japanese
empire. (See the map on page 756.) As Japanese
aggression increased, some of Jiang’s own gen-
crals began to doubt him. Why, thev demanded,
did he waste valuable resources fighting other

754 Chapter 29
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Chinese instead of mobilizing against the for.
eign invaders? In the end, Jiang was forced tq
form a united front with the Communjsts
against Japan. '

In 1937, the Japanese struck again. Thjs
tme, they attacked China proper. As airplanes
bombed Chinese cities, highly disciplined and
well-equipped Japanese troops overran eastern
China, including Beijing and Guangzhou. Jiang
Jieshi retreated to the interior and set up his
capital at Chonggqing (chawng CHIHNG). The
Japanese set up their puppet government in
Nanjing, the former Nationalist capital. The
killing and brutality that accompanied their en-
try into the city became known as the “rape of
Nanjing.”

Looking ahead. From 1937 to 1945, the
Guomindang, the Communists, and the Japan-
ese were locked in a three-sided struggle. The
bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941 brought the
United States not only into the war against
Japan but into an alliance with the Chinese, as
well. After Japan’s defeat, the United States
tried to prevent renewed civil war in China, but
with no success. Within a few years, the Com-
munists would triumph, and Mao would move
to impose revolutionary change on China.

4

1. Identify (a) Yuan Shikai, (b) Twenty-one
Demands, (c) May Fourth Movement,

(d) Guomindang, (e) jiang Jieshi, (f) Mao
Zedong, (g) Long March, (h) rape of Nanjing.

2. Why did the new republic of China fall into
chaos after 1912?

3. (a) What western ideas appealed to Chinese
reformers? (b) How did these reformers plan
to end the growth of foreign influence in
China?

4. Describe the goals of each of the following;
(a) Sun Yixian, (b) Jiang ieshi, (c) Mao
Zedong.

5. Critical Thinking Recognizing Causes
and Effects How did the actions of foreign
imperialist powers help to strengthen nation-
alism in China?

6. -C_/Vili Review Mao’s statement about
the Long March as a “seeding-machine.”
Draw a cartoon illustrating this statement.
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i, Empire of the Rising Sun

cuide for Reading |

g How did Japanese democracy
grow during the 1920s?

g Why did the Great Depression
undermine Japanese democracy?

8 What policies did Japanese
militarists pursue?

olemn ceremonies marked the start of Em-
Spcror Hirohito’s reign. A few honored par-
rcipants gathered in the Secret Purple Hall.
Other high-ranking guests sat in an outer cham-
ber, able to hear but not to see the emperor.

In the hall, the new emperor sat stiffly on
the ancient throne of Japan. Beside him sat his
wite, the empress Nagako. With great care, he
performed sacred purification rituals going back

thousands of years. Calling on the spirits of his .

ancestors, he pledged “to preserve world peace
and benefit the welfare of the human race.”

The prime minister then made his own brief
weech, ending with a ringing cry: “May the
l.ord Emperor live 10,000 years!” Instantly, the
words echoed across Japan. “May the Lord Em-
peror live 10,000 vears!” shouted millions of
voices, invoking the traditdonal wish for a long
and successful reign.

In fact, Hirohito reigned from 1926 to
|89—an astonishing 63 years. During those
Jdccades, Japan experienced remarkable success-
s and appalling tragedies. In this secton, we
will focus on the 1920s and 1930s, when the
pressures of extreme nationalism and economic
upheaval set Japan on a militaristic and expan-
sonist path that would eventually engulf all of
\si

Liberal Changes of the 1920s

In the 1920s, Japan moved toward greater
Jemocracy. Political parties grew stronger, and
clected members of the Diet—the Japanese par-
lument—exerted their power. By 1925, all adult
men had won the right to vote. Western ideas

hout women's rights had brought a few

changes. Overall, however, Japanese women re-
mained subordinate to men, and they would not
win suffrage undl 1947,

Economic growth. During World War I,
the Japanese economy enjoyed phenomenal
growth. Its exports to the Allies soared. Also,
while western powers battled in Europe, Japan
expanded its influence in East Asia. As you have
seen, it sought additional rights in China with
the Twenty-one Demands.

By the 1920s, the powerful business leaders
known as the zaibatsu strongly influenced poli-
tics through donations to political parties. They
pushed for policies to favor international trade
and their own interests. At the same time, in the
spirit of world peace, Japan signed an agreement
with the United States and Britain to limit the
size of its navy. The government reduced mili-
tary spending, signaling support for commercial
over military expansion.

Serious problems. Behind this seeming
well-being, Japan ficed some grave problems.
The economy grew more slowly in the 1920s
than at any time since Japan had modernized.
Rural peasants enjoyed none of the prosperity of
city-dwellers. In the cities, factory workers earn-
ing low wages were attracted to the socialist
ideas of Marx and Lenin. As they won the right
to vote, socialists were elected to the Diet.

In the cites, too, the younger generation
was in revolt against tradition. They adopted
western fads and fashions and rejected family
authority for the western notion of individual
freedom.

During the 1920s, tensions berween the
government and the military simmered not far
below the surface. Conservatives, especially mil-
itary officers, blasted government corruption,
including payoffs by powerful zaibatsu. They
also condemned western influences for under-
mining basic Japanese values of obedience and
respect for authority.

The Nationalist Reac.ion

In 1929, the Great Depression rippled
across the Pacific, striking Japan with devastat-
ing force. Trade, Japan’s economic lifeline, sut-
fered as foreign buyers could no longer afford
Japanese silks and other exports. Prices for all
exports plummeted. Unemployment in the
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Japan’s Expanding Empire
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GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

Between 1918 and
1934, Japan ex-
panded its territory
in Asia. From their
conquered lands, the
. Japanese acquired a
variety of natural
resources to fuel their rapidly growing industries.

1. Location On the map, locate (a) Japan,
(b) Korea, (c) Sakhalin, (d) Manchuria.

2. Region in what regions were Japan’s main
manufacturing areas located?

3. Critical Thinking Identifying Main Ideas
(a) What resources did Japan acquire in
Manchuria? (b) From where did Japan acquire
petroleum? (c) How could Japan use that
resource to help its economy?

756 Chapter 29

cities soared, while in the countryside peasani.
were only a mouthful from starvation.

A worsening crisis. Economic disaster ti.i
the discontent of the military and extreme n.
tonalists, or ultranationalists. They condemnc.:
politicians for agreeing to western demand. :.
stop overseas expansion. Western industr..
powers, they pointed out, had long ago grabbc.
huge empires. By comparison, Japan's ¢mpirc
was tny.

Japanese nationalists were further outragcd
by racial policies in the United States, Canad.a.
and Australia that shut out Japanese imunu
grants. The Japanese took great pride in ther:
achievements as a modern industrial power an--
bitterly resented being treated as second-cl.-
citizens of the world.

As the crisis worsened, nationalists demund
ed renewed expansion. An empire in Asia, tha
argued, would provide much-needed raw ma
terials and an outlet for Japan’s rapidly growing
population. They set their sights on the Chincse
province of Manchuria. (See the map at left.) I
was rich in natural resources, and Japanesc bus
nesses had already invested heavily there.

The Manchurian incident. In 1931. .
group of Japanese army officers provoked an in
cident that would provide an excuse to scisc
Manchuria. They blew up tracks on a Japancse
owned railroad line and claimed the Chinese
had done it. In “self-defense,” they then
tacked Chinese forces. Without consulting, thet
own government, the Japanese army conquicri!
all of Manchuria and set up a puppet state the
that they called Manzhouguo (mahn joh G\wot

When the League of Nations condemncid
Japanese aggression, Japan simply withdren
from the league. When politicians in Tokyo ul_‘
jected to the army’s high-handed actions, public
opinion sided with the military. In the year
ahead, the military would increase its powcr !
home and expand Japan’s empire abroad.

Militarists in Power

By the early 1930s, ultranationalists we'*
winning popular support for foreign conquet®
and a tough stand against the western powd™
Members of “patriotic” societies assassinatct!
number of politicians and business leaders W'’
opposed military expansion. Military leadv
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Militarists Rule Japan japan’s military steadily
increased their power over the government during
the 1930s. The army used propaganda, like this
poster, to win public support. Art and Literature
How did this poster appeal to japanese patriotism?

plotted to overthrow the government and, in
1936, briefly occupied the center of Tokyo.

Traditional values revived. Civilian
government survived, but by 1937 it had been
forced to accept military domination. To please
the ultranationalists, it cracked down on social-
ists and ended most democratic freedoms. It re-
vived ancient warrior values and built a cult
around the emperor, who was believed to be de-
scended from the sun goddess.

To spread its natonalistic message, the gov-
ernment focused on the schools. Students had
to study The Way of the Emperor’s Subjects. This
government pamphlet deplored the Japanese
adoption of western ideas:

¢éWith the influx of European and
American culture into this country, . .
individualism, liberalism, udlitarianism,
and materialism began to assert them-

selves, with the result that the tradi-
tional character of the country was
much impaired and the virtuous habits
and customs bequeathed by our ances-
tors were affected unfavorably. 9%

To practdce “the way of the emperor’s subjects,” .
students were taught absolute obedience to the
emperor and service to the state.

Renewed expansion. During the 1930s,
Japan took advantage of China’s civil war to in-
crease its influence there. In 1937, as you have
read, its armies invaded the Chinese mainland.
They committed terrible atrocities as they over-
ran eastern China.

Japan expected to complete its conquest of
China within a few years. But in 1939, while the
two nadons were locked in deadly combat,
World War II broke out in Europe. That conflict
swiftly spread to Asia, where France and Britain
had large empires.

By 1939, Japan had joined with two aggres-
sive European powers, Germany and Italy. That
alliance, combined with renewed Japanese con-
quests, would turn World War II into a brutal,
wide-ranging conflict waged not only across the
continent of Europe but across Asia and the Pa-

 cific, as well.

SECTION REVIEW

5

1. Identify (a) Hirohito, (b) Manzhouguo.

2. How did Japan become more democratic
in the 1920s?

3. (a) How did the Great Depression affect
Japan’s economy? (b) What political effects
did it have on Japan?

4. (a) What goals did Japanese militarists pursue
at home? (b) What goals did they pursue
overseas?

5. Critical Thinking Recognizing Caus-
es and Effects Why do you think a nation
might tum to military leaders and extreme
nationalists during a time of crisis?

6. ACTIVITY Review the discussion of the
Manchurian incident on page 756. Then,
write two telegrams reporting the incident,
one by a Japanese soldier and the other by a
Chinese soldier.
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'‘War on Many Fronts In sharply contrasting conditions, the German army made
rapid advances during the early years of the war. At left, a tank division advances
through the Russian snow during Operation Barbarossa. At right, German troops ride
over the desert sands of North Africa. Geography end History What problems
would an army face trying to maneuver in the desert? How did Russia’s geography
make it difficult to conquer?

to contain potato flour. Owners of leather brief-
cases boiled and ate them—*“jellied meat,” they
called it.

More than a million Leningraders died dur-
ing the German siege. The survivors, mean-
while, struggled to defend their city. Hoping to
gain some relief for the exhausted Russians,
Stalin urged Britain to open a second front in
Western Europe. Although Churchill could not
offer much real help, the two powers did agree
to work together.

Growing American Involvernent

When the war began in 1939, the United
States declared its neutrality. Although isola-
tionist feeling remained strong, many Amer-
icans sympathized with the Poles, French, Brit-
ish, and others who battled the Axis powers.
Later, President Roosevelt found ways around
the Neutrality Acts to provide aid, including
warships, to Britain as it stood alone against
Hitler.

The arsenal of demrocracy. In early
1941, FDR convinced Congress to pass the
Lend-Lease Act. It allowed him to sell or lend
\war materials to “any country whose defense the
President deems vital to the defense of the Unit-
cd States.” The United States, said Roosevelt,
would not be drawn into the war, but it would

become “the arsenal of democracy,” supplying
arms to those who were fighting for freedom.
Atlantic Charter. In August 1941, Roo-
sevelt and Churchill met secretly on a warship in
the Atlantic. The two leaders issued the Atlantic
Charter, which set goals for the war—*“the final
destruction of the Nazi tyranny”—and for the
postwar world. They pledged to support “the
right of all peoples to choose the form of gov-
ernment under which they will live” and called
for a “permanent system of general securiry.”

Japan Attacks

In December 1941, the Allies gained a vital
boost when a surprise action by Japan suddenly
pitched the United States into the war. From
the late 1930s, Japan had been trying to con-
quer China. (See pages 756 and 757.) Although
Japan occupied much of eastern China, the Chi-
nese would not surrender. When war broke out
in Europe in 1939, the Japanese saw a chance to
grab European possessions in Southeast Asia.
The rich resources of the region, includ’ng oil,
rubber, and tin, would be of immense value in
fighting the Chinese war.

Growing tensions. In 1940, Japan ad-
vanced into French Indochina and the Dutch
East Indies (present-dav Indonesia). To stop
Japanese aggression, the United States banned
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the sale to Japan of war materials, such as iron,
steel, and oil for airplanes. This move angered
the Japanese.

Japan and the United States held talks to
ease the growing tension. But extreme mili-
tarists such as General Tojo Hideki were gaining
power in Japan. They did not want peace. In-
stead, they hoped to seize lands in Asia and the
Pacific. The United States was interfering with
their plans. '

Attack on Pearl Harbor. With talks at a
standstill, General Tojo ordered a surprise attack
on the American fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
Early on December 7, 1941, Japanese airplanes
struck. Thev damaged or destroved 19 ships,
smashed American planes on the ground, and
killed more than 2,400 people.

The next day, a grim-faced President Roo-
sevelt told the nation that December 7 was “a
date which will live in infamy.” He asked Con-
gress to declare war on Japan. Three days later,
Germany and Italy, as Japan’s allies, declared
war on the United States.

jepanese victories. In the long run, the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor would be as se-
rious a mistake as Hitler’s invasion of Russia.
But the months after Pearl Harbor gave no such
hint. Instead, European and American posses-
sions in the Pacific and in Southeast Asia fell one
by one to the Japanese. They drove the Amen-
cans out of the Philippines and seized other
American islands across the Pacific. They over-
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Pearl Harbor By November 1941
American officials knew that Japan
was planning an attack somewhere
in the Pacific. Still, they were
stunned by the bombing of the
naval base at Pearl Harbor. Said
one navy commander, *! didn’t
believe it when | saw the planes,
and | didn‘t believe it when | saw
the bombs fall.” Here, an Americon
battleship burns in Pearl Harbor.
Eolitical and Soclal Systems
Why was the bombing of Pear!
Harbor a turning point in World
War 17

ran the British colonies of Hong Kong, Burm..
and Malaya, pushed deeper into the Dutch Eawt
Indies, and completed the takeover of French
Indochina.

By the beginning of 1942, the Japanesc vm
pire stretched from Southeast Asia to the wov
ern Pacific Ocean. (See the map on page 803
The Axis powers had reached the high point «
their successes.

—

SECTION 2 REVIEW

= L

1. Identify (a) “phony war,” (b) Dunkirk,

(c) Winston Churchill, (d) Battle of Britain,
(e) Operation Barbarossa, (f) Lend-Lease Actl.
(g) Atlantic Charter, (h) Pearl Harbor.

2. Deflne blitzkrieg.

3. How did new technologies make World War !
a war of rapid movement?

4. What successes did the Axis have in Europe?

5. (a) What goals did Japan pursue in Asia?

(b) Why did General Tojo order an attack on
the United States?

6. Critical Thinking Identifylng Alter
natives Do you think that the United State:
could have stayed out of the war? Why of wiv
not?

7. ACTIVITY Imagine that you are a teen-
ager during the London blitz. Write a series Of

diary entries describing your experiences.
arcr—"
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= 1. Location On the map, locate (a) Japan, (b) Midway Island, (c) Peari

Harbor, (d) Iwo fima,

2. Movement (a) Did Japan ever gain control of New Guinea? Explain. (b) When did the Allies
advance into Manchuria? (c) When did they reach

3. Critical Thinking Making Inferences How did

control of its empire?

(e) Hiroshima, (f) Burma Road, (9) Manchuria.

the Philippines?
geography make it difficult for fapan to keep

In October 1944, MacArthur began to re-
take the Philippines. The British meanwhile
were pushing the Japanese back in the jungles of
Burma and Malaya. Despite such setbacks, the
militarists who dominated the Japanese govern-
ment rejected any suggestions of surrender.

REST COPY AVAILABLE

The Nazis Defeated

Hitler, too, scorned talk of surrender. “If
the war is to be lost,” he declared, “the nation
also will perish.” To win the assault on “Fortress
Europe,” the Allies had to use devastating force.
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way for the invasion, Allied bombers flew con-
stant missions over Germany. They targeted fac-
tories and destroved aircraft that might be used
against the invasion force. They also destroyed
many German cities.

The Allies chose June 6, 1944—D-Day,
they called it—for the invasion of France.
( % Sec Skills for Success, page 814.) About
176,000 Allied troops were ferried across the
English Channel. From landing craft, they
fought their way to shore amid underwater
mines and raking machine-gun fire. They
clawed their way inland through the tangled
hedges of Normandy. Finally, they broke
through German defenses and advanced toward
Paris. Meanwhile, other Allied forces sailed from
Italy to land in southern France.

In Paris, French resistance forces rose up
against the occupying Germans. Under pressure
from all sides, the Germans retreated. On Au-
gust 25, the Allies entered Paris. Joyous crowds
in the “city of light” welcomed the liberators.
Within a month, all of France was free. The next
goal was Germany itself.

SECTION | 3| REVIEW

1. identify (a) Holocaust, (b) Auschwitz,

(c) Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,
(d) Battle of El Alamein, (e) Dwight
Eisenhower, (f) Battle of Stalingrad,

(g) D-Day.

2. Define collaborator.

3. (a) What was Hitler's “new order” in Europe?
(b) How did the Japanese treat the people
they conquered?

4. (a) How did democratic governments mobi-
lize their economies for war? (b) How did they
limit the rights of citizens?

5. How was each of the following battles a turn-
ing point in the war: (a) El Alamein,

(b) Stalingrad?

6. Critical Thinking Defending a
Position Do you think that democratic
governments should be allowed to limit their
citizens’ freedoms during wartime? Defend
your position.

7. ACTIVITY Write a poem or design a
memorial commemorating the millions who
died in the Holocaust.

804 Chapter 31

Lﬂ Toward Victory

Guide for Reading

@ What battles were turning points in the
Pacific war?

m How did the Allied forces defeat
Germany?

m Why did the United States use the atomic
bomb on japan?

m Vocabulary kamikaze

hile the Allies battled to liberate Europe.

fighting against the Japanese in As.
raged on. The war in Southeast Asia and the '
cific was very different from that in Europc.
Most battles were fought at sea, on tiny islands.
or in deep jungles. At first, the Japanese won an
uninterrupted series of victories. By mid-1942.
however, the tide began to turn.

War in the Pacific

A major turning point in the Pacific war o
curred just six months after the bombing o
Pearl Harbor. In May and June 1942, American
warships and airplanes’ severely damaged rwo
Japanese fleets during the bartles of the Cornal
Sea and Midway Island. These victories greatly
weakened Japanese naval power and stopped the
Japanese advance.

After the Bartle of Midway, the Unit:
States took the offensive. That summer, und:
the command of General Douglas MacArthur.
United States Marines landed at Guadalcanal i
the Solomon Islands, the first step in an “island
hopping” campaign. The goal of the campaigh
was to recapture some Japanese-held islands
while bypassing others. The captured islands
served as stepping stones to the next objectine
In this way, American forces gradually movv
north from the Solomon Islands toward Japa
itself. (See the map on page 805.)

On the captured islands, the American
built air bases to enable them to carry the Wi
closer to Japan. By 1944, American ships we'*
blockading Japan, while American bomburt
pounded Japanese cities and industries.
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Battle of the Bulge. After freeing France,
the Allies bartled toward Germany. As they ad-
vanced into Belgium in December 1944, Ger-
many launched a massive counterartack. Hitler
was throwing everything into a final effort.

At the bloody Barttle of the Bulge, both
sides took terrible losses. The Germans drove
the Allies back in several places but were unable
to break through. The Barte of the Bulge
slowed the Allied advance, but it was Hitler’s
last success.

The air war. By this ime, Germany was
reeling under round-the-clock bombing. For
two years, Allied bombers had hammered mili-
tary bases, factories, railroads, oil depots, and
cites. '

By 1945, Germany could no longer defend
itself in the air. In one 10-day period, bombing
almost erased the huge industrial city of Ham-
burg. Allied raids on Dresden in February 1945
killed as many as 135,000 people.

On to Berlin. By March, the Allies had
crossed the Rhine into western Germany. From
the east, Soviet troops closed in on Berlin. Vic-
tory was only months away, but savage fighting
continued. In late April, American and Russian
soldiers met and shook hands at the Elbe River.
Everywhere, Axis armies began to surrender.

In Italy, guerrillas captured and executed
Mussolini. In Berlin, Hitler knew that the end
was near. As Soviet troops fought their way into

W

the city, Hitler committed suicide in his undcr
ground bunker. After just 12 vears, Hitler's
“thousand-year Reich” was a smoldering ruin.

On May 7, Germany surrendered. Officiall\.
the wer in Europe ended the next day, whidl.
was proclaimed V-E Day (Victory in Europe
Millions cheered the news, but the joy was tcn
pered by the horrors and tragedies of the past «:
years.

Defeat of Japan

With war won in Europe, the Allies pourc
their resources into defeating Japan. By mud
1945, most of the Japanese navy and air o
had been destroyed. Yet the Japanese stll had ..
army of two million men. The road to victory, 1
appeared, would be long and costly. :

Invasion versus the bomb. Some Amer
ican officials estimated that an invasion of Japan
would cost a million or more casualdes. At the
bloody battles to take the islands of Iwo Jima
and Okinawa, the Japanese had shown tha
would fight to the death rather than surrend.:
To save their homeland, young Japanese becant.
kamikaze (kah mih KAH zee) pilots, who undc
took suicide missions, crashing their plines
loaded with explosives into American warships.

While Allied military leaders planned for in
vasion, sciendsts offered another way to end the
war. Since the early 1900s, scientists had undcr

Meeting of the “Big Thre: The
three main Allied leaders—(left to
right) Churchill, Roosevelt, and
Stalin—met several times during the
war. Their last meeting, shown here.
took place at the Soviet city of Yalta
in February 1945. There, they
planned “the whole shape and
structure of post-war Europe.”
Roosevelt and Churchill agreed that
Stalin had the right to control the
governments of Eastern Europe ofter
the war. This concession would
become a key factor in the Cold War
that began after 1945. Global
Imteractiom Why do you think the
Big Three went to the trouble to met!
in person?




stood that matter, made up of atoms, could be
converted into pure energy. (See page 770.) In
military terms, this meant that, by splitting the
atom, scientists could create an explosion far
more powerful than any vet known. During the
war, Allied sciendsts, some of them refugees
from Hitler’s Germany, raced to’ harness the
atom. In July 1945, at Alamogordo, New Mexi-
co, they successfully tested the ﬁrst atomic
bomb.

News of the test was brought to the new
American President, Harry Truman. Truman
had taken office after FDR died unexpectedly
on April 12. Truman knew that the atomic
bomb was a terrible new force for destruction.
Sdll, after consulting with his advisers, he decid-
ed to use the new weapon.

At the dme, Truman was meeting with Al-
lied leaders in the city of Potsdam, Germany.
They issued a warning to Japan to surrender or
face “utter and complete destruction.” When
the Japanese ignored the deadline, the United
States took action.

After learning that American scientists had devel-
oped an atomic bomb, President Truman had jot-
ted in his diary, “It's a good thing that Hitler's
crowd or Stalin’s did not discover this atomic
bomb.” Four years later, the Soviets had the bomb,
too. Other nations soon joined the nuclear club.
Britain conducted its first nuclear test in Australia in
1952. France followed suit in 1960. China was
next. By the 1990s, Argentina, Brazil, India, Pak-
istan, and South Africa were all close to possessung

a workable nuclear bomb.
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The Atomic 8omb In August 1945, the world
entered the atomic age. On August 6 and August 9,
American cirplanes dropped single atomic bombs on
the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The
force of the explosions vaporized glass, metal,
concrete, and human flesh. The center of Hiroshima,
shown here, became a barren wasteland. Japan
surrendered a few days after the second bombing.
Rellglons and Value Systems What were some of
the arguments far and against dropping the atomic
bomb on Japan?

Hiroshima. On August 6, 1945, an Amer-
ican plane dropped an atomic bomb on the mid-
sized city of Hiroshima. Residents saw “a strong
flash of light”—and then, total destruction. The
bomb flattened four square miles and instantly
killed more than 70,000 people. In the months
that followed, many more would die from radia-
tion sickness, a deadly after-effect from exposure
to radioactive materials.

Truman warned the Japanese that if they did
not surrender, they could expect “a rain of ruin
from the air the like of which has never been
seen on this Earth.” And on August 8, the Sovi-
et Union declared war on Japan and' invaded
Manchuria. Sdll, Japanese leaders did not re-
spond. The next day, the United States dropped
a second atomic bomb, on Nagasaki, killing
more than 40,000 people.

-Some members of the Japanese cabinet
wanted to fight on. Other leaders disagreed. Fi-
nally, on August 10, Emperor Hirohito inter-
vened—an action unheard of for a Japanese
emperor—torcing the government to surrender.

.- On September 2, 1945, the tormal peace treaty

was signed on board the American battleship
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Missouri, which was anchored in Tokyo Bay.
The war had ended.

An ongoing controversy. Dropping the
atomic bomb on Japan brought a quick end to
World War II. It also unleashed terrifving de-
structon. Ever since, people have debated
whether or not the United States st ould have
used the bomb.

Why did Truman use the bomb? First, he
was convinced that Japan would not surrender
without an invasion that would cost an enormous
loss of both American and Japanese lives. Grow-
ing differences between the United States and
the Soviet Union may also have influenced his
decision. Truman may have hoped the bomb
would impress the Soviets with American pow-
er. At any rate, the Japanese surrendered shortly
after the bombs were dropped, and World War II
was ended.

Looking Ahead

After the surrender, American forces occu-

pied the smoldering ruins of Japan. In Germany,
meanwhile, the Allies had divided Hitler’s fallen
empire into four zones of occupation—French,
British, American, and Russian. In both coun-
tries, the Allies faced difficult decisions about
the future. How could they avoid the mistakes
of 1919 and build the foundatons for a stable

world peace?

SECTION 4 REVIEW

1. Identify (a) Battle of the Coral Sea, (b) Battle
of the Bulge, (c) V-E Day, (d) Harry Truman.

2. Define kamikaze.
3. How did the United States bring the war

closer to Japan?

4. (a) How did the Allies weaken Germany?
(b) Why was the Battle of the Buige
significant?

S.Critical Thinking Making Decisions
Imagine that you are President Truman. What
information would you want before miaking
the decision to drop an atomic bomb on
Japan?

6. ACTIVITY Write a series of newspaper
headlines reporting the final months of the
war in Europe.

808 Chapter 31

From World War
' to Cold War

5

Guide for Reading

® What were the human and material co-
of World War {1?

® How did World War Il change the global
balance of power?

® What were the origins of the Cold War?
& Vocabulary containment

ggGivc me ten vears and you will not be abl.

recognize Germany,” said Hider in 193
His prophecy was correct—although not in the
way he intended. In 1945, Germany was an un
recognizable ruin. Poland, Russia, Ukriinc.
Japan, and many other lands also lay in ruins
Total war had gurted cities, factories, harbors.
bridges, railroads, farms, homes—and lives. Mil
lions of refugees, displaced by war or liberatc.
from prison camps, wandered the land. An.
the devastaton, hunger and disease took lar::.
tolls for years after the fighting ended.

Aftermath of War

While the Allies celebrated victory, the ap
palling costs of the war began to emerge. The
global conflict had raged in Asia since Japan n.
vaded China in 1937 and in Europe since 193
It had killed as many as 75 million people world
wide. In Europe, about 38 million peoplc Iont
their lives, many of them civilians. The Sovict
Union suffered the worst casualties—more than
22 million dead. ‘

Numbers alone did not tell the story of the
Nazi nightmare in Europe or the Japanese bit
tality in Asia. In the aftermath of war, new atre»
ities came to light. .

Horrors of the Holocaust. During tih
war, the Allies knew about the existence of N./!
concentration camps. But only at war’s end did
they learn the full extent of the Holocaust andd
the tortures and misery inflicted on Jews
others in the Nazi camps. General Dwizh!
Eisenhower, who visited the camps, was stuni

]

247

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



Military Dead® Military Wounded® Clvilian Dead”

Allies

Britain 389,000 475,000 65,000
France 211,000 400,000 108,000
Soviet Union 7,500,000 14,102,000 15,000,000
United States 292,000 671,000 i

Axis

Germany 2,850,000 7,250,000 5,000,000
italy 77,500 120,000 100,000
Japan - 1,576,000 500,000 300,000

°All figures are estimates.
Wery small number of civilian dead

Source Henri M:chel The Second World War

.nterpretmg a Cnart Warld War Il resulted in enormous casualtles
Because planes carried destruction far beyond the battlefield, civilians
suffered mare than in World War I, and civilian deaths reached record
numbers. 3 Which nation suffered the greatest number of both civilian

and military casualties?

to come “face to face with indisputable evidence
of Nazi brutality and ruthless disregard of every
sense of decency.” _

Walking skeletons stumbled out of the
death camps with tales of mass murder. The
Nazi Rudolf Hoess, commander at Auschwitz,
would admit that he had supervised the killing
of two and a half million people, not counting
those who died of disease or starvation.

War crimes trials. At wartime meetings,
the Allies had agreed that Axis leaders should be
tried for “crimes against humanity.” In Ger-
many, the Allies held war crimes trials in Nurem-
berg, where Hitler had staged mass rallies in the
1930s. A handful of top Nazis received death
sentences. Others were imprisoned. Similar war
crimes trials were held in Japan and Italy. The
trials showed that political and military leaders
could be held accountable for actions in
wartime.

Allied occupation. The war crimes trials
served another purpose. By exposing the sav-
agery of the Axis regimes, they further discredit-
ed the Nazi, fascist, and militarist ideologies that
had led to the war.

Yet disturbing questions haunted people
then, as now. How had the Nazi horrors hap-

pened? Why had ordinary people in Germany,
Poland, France, and elsewhere accepted and
even collaborated in Hitler’s “final solution™
How could the world prevent dictators from
again terrorizing Europe or Asia?

The Allies tried to address those issues when
they occupied Germany and Japan. The United
States felt that strengthening democracy would
ensure tolerance and peace. The western Allies
built new governments with democratic consti-
tutdons to protect the rights of all citizens. In
German schools, for example, Nazi textbooks
and courses were replaced with a new curricu-
lum that taught democratic principles.

The United Nations .

As in 1919, the World War II Allies set up
an internadonal organizaton to secure the
peace. In April 1945, delegates from 51 natons
met in San Francisco to draft a charter tor the
United Nations. The UN would last longer and
play a much greater role in world atfairs than its
predecessor, the League of Nadons.

Under the UN Charter, cach member na-
tdon had one vote in the General Assembly,
where members could debate issues. The much

248
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SECTION 1

Storm Clouds Gather

GLOSSARY TERMS: Nazi party, fascism,
totalitarian, sanctions

On January 15, 1929, the United States Senate
ratified the Kellogg-Briand Pact. Named for United
States Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg and
French Foreign Minister Aristide Briand, the pact
was eventually signed by sixty-two nations. They
promised never to make war again and to settle all
future disputes by peaceful means. The pact was
misleading, however, because it still permitted
defensive war. Furthermore, the only way of en-
forcing the pact was through public opinion. The
treaty had no provisions for the use of economic or
military force against any nation that broke the
agreement.

Some writers and historians believe that the
Kellogg-Briand Pact is an example of what was
wrong with American diplomacy during the
1930°s. One historian has characterized the pact as
being an attempt to create peace through incanta-
tion, that is, through the mumbling of magic
words. It might have worked, he said, in a world
that longed for peace. Unfortunately, it could not
work in a world where three nations—Japan, Ger-
many, and Italy—wanted war. As the depression
deepened worldwide throughout the thirties, each
of these three nations saw war as a possible solution
to its problems.

Japan Attacks Manchuria

The island kingdom of Japan depended on world
trade for the food and raw materials its 70 million
people required. Even before the depression. its
economic position had been shaky. Now. faced
with the loss of overseas markets for its manufac-
tured goods, the Japanese government became
increasingly imperialistic. Ignoring the objections
of more moderate officials. military leaders in-
vaded the Chinese province of Manchuria in Sep-
tember 1931 and took over its rich coal and iron
deposits.

When news of the Japanese attack reached
Washington, D.C., Secretary of State Henry L.
Stimson proposed an international boycott of Jap-
anese goods. This would damage Japan's economy
and presumably force the Japanese to withdraw
from China. President Hoover, however. rejected
Stimson’s suggestion. He wanted only a statement
of disapproval. So the United States declared. in
the Stimson Doctrine, that it would not recognize
any territorial gains made by force.

The Stimson Doctrine had no effect on Japan.
which proceeded to conquer Manchuria and set up
the puppet state of Manchukuo in 1932. (A puppet
state is one that is independent in theory but whose
officials and actions are actually controlled by
another nation.) When the League of Nations
criticized Japan for its actions, Japan simply quit
the league. Then, in violation of the Five-Power
Treaty that had been signed in Washington, D.C..
in 1922, it began to build up its navy.

People in the Chapter

Adolf Hitler resorted to arson to assure his
election as chancellor of Germany. Just before
the crucial election, the German Parliament
building was gutted by fire. The Nazis blamed
the disaster on a Communist plot. Later evi-
dence showed the Nazis had started the fire
themselves.

Benito Mussolini had his son-in-law executed
as a rebel. Some believe this was done to
show Hitler what a tough dictator he was. After-
wards Mussolini's daughter Edda made the fol-
lowing comment on her father: “There are only
2 solutions that will rehabilitate him in my eyes,
to run away or to kill himself.”

Francisco Franco set himself up as a dictator

in Spain with the help of an abundant supply of
arms and troops from his fellow dictators, Hitler
and Mussolini. Meanwhile, Americans adopted

a peace-at-any-price stance.

Albert Elnsteln was so slow to speak as a
child that his parents were afraid he was retard-
ed. When they asked a teacher what courses
the boy should take, the teacher replied that it
did not mat'er since the boy would never be a
success at anything. In later life he developed
the theory of relativity, which helped to revolu-
tionize physics.
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Dictators Come to Power

Meanwhile. Adolf Hitler was threatening the
democratic government of Germany. The German
economy had been shaky since the end of World
War I. During the twenties. it had suffered a
disastrous inflation. Also. it depended on heavy
borrowing from United States banks and investors.

Picturing History This photo of Germans carrying
worthtess German marks 10 a bank in wicker laundry
baskets illustrates the extent 10 which inflation had
destroyed the German economy.
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When those sources of funds dried up in 1930 and
1931. business failures and unemployment spread
throughout the country. None of the political par-
ties was able to win a majority of votes. Paul von
Hindenburg. the aged and ailing President. calied
on the largest party in the country to form a
government. This was Hitler's National Socialist
German Workers' party, commonly called the Nazi
party. This was how. on January 30. 1933, the
Nazis came into power.

The word Socialist in the Nazi party’s title is
misleading. The Nazis were not democratic soctal-
ists. They were Fascists. Fascism is a political
movement characterized by the belief that the state
is more important than the individual and that a
nation should have a strong centralized government
headed by a dictator with absolute power. Both
fascist and Nazi governments are totalitarian dic-
tatorships that maintain complete control over the
people of a nation. Individuals have no rights. and
all opposition to the government is suppressed by
force. Fascism was given its name by Benito
Moussolini, who seized power in ltaly in 1922
Hitler. however. added racism to Mussolini’s fas-
cist doctrine. In his book Mein Kampf (My Strug-
gle). Hitler proclaimed his belief that Germans.
especially those who were blond and biue-eved.
made up a *‘master race”" that was destined to rule
the world. Other “‘races,” " such as Jews. Slavs. and
certain nonwhites. were inferior '‘races’" that con-
taminated society and were fit only to serve the
Germans or to be exterminated.

The Nazi party, like Mussolini's Fascist party.
was strongly anticommunist. As a result. it was
supported by many conservative business leaders
who gave it funds during the twenties when it was
trving to come to power. The Nazi party was also
intensely militaristic. War veterans made up much
of its membership. Many belonged to one of
Hitler's two private armies: the brown-shirted
storm troopers (the Sturmabieilung. or SA) and the
black-shirted SS (Schutzsiaffel. which means *"pro-
tective group™"). Their armbands showed the party
symbol. a hooked black cross called the swastika.
During the ten vears before Hitler took oftice and
suspe 1ded the German constitution. these storm
troopers paraded about. shouted slogans. and beat
up anyone who opposed them. Their particular
targets were union leaders. Communists. and Jews.
Hitler blamed the Jews, who made up less than one
percent of the population. for Germany's deleat in
World War 1. A chief goal of the Nazis was to undo
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Picturing History Both Hitler (left) and Mussolini (right) had a flair for the dramatic and could
manipulate their audiences and hold them spellbound during speeches. They built massive
public buildings and huge rooms as symbols of their power. Having to approach Mussolini in
his immense marble-lined private office would have been an awesome experience.

the results of that war symbolized by the Treaty of
Versailles and to make Germany once more the
dominant power in Europe. **One state! One peo-
ple! One leader!'” was their motto.

European Aggression Begins

For all his talk, Hitler at first moved cautiously
on the intermational scene. In October 1933 he
pulled Germany out of the League of Nations. Then
he began a secret buildup of the nation’s armed
forces. Publicly. however, nothing else happened
until 1936.

Mussolini Attacks Ethiopia. It was Mussolini
who next threatened world stability. For years he
had been boasting about his plans to tum the
Mediterranean Sea into an Italian lake and to revive
the glories of the ancient Roman Empire. In 1934
ltalian and Ethiopian troops clashed along the
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border of Ethiopia and Italian Somaliland in Af-
rica. That event was followed by a ten-month
drumfire of charges by ltaly, manufactured inci-
dents. and propaganda. In the next few vears. the
world was to see this scenario replayed often. It
meant that a stronger country was getting ready to
attack a weaker one. By May 1936 it was all over.
In June Ethiopia was annexed to ltaly.

The lLeague Does Not Act. Four days after the
invasion began. the League of Nations branded
[taly the aggressor and tried to apply sanctions
(penalties), including an arms embargo as well as a
boycott of Italian goods. Other nations. however.
would not agree to deny Mussolini oil for his
highly mechanized army. Nor would Great Britain
and France agree to keep Italian troops and muni-
tions from passing through the Suez Canal. By this
time it was clear that the Lecague of Nations wus
more or less useless as a means of preventing war.
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Roosevelt Challenges Isolationism

President Roosevelt was not an isolationist. He
was aware of the dangers of fascism and Nazism.
and he felt it was important to take a firm stand
against them. At the same time, however. he did
not want to be considered a warmonger.

Neutrality and the «China Incident.” In July
1937 Japanese militarists struck again in China.
Chinese and Japanese tro0ps clashed at the Marco
Polo Bridge near Beijing. Using the clash as an
excuse, Japanese forces moved swiftly and were
soon in control of most of China's seacoast.

Most Amerngcans favored China rather than Ja-
pan, SO Roosevelt did not invoke the Neutrality
Act. His excuse was that Japan itself referred to the
conflict as an incident, not 2 war. Americans
continued sending arms and other supplies t0
China. In addition, American engineers helped the
Chinese build the 700-mile-long Burma Road. a
supply highway that led from the town of Lashio in
Burma across rough mountain country into China’s
intenor.

The Quarantine Speech. On October 5, 1937,
Roosevelt delivered a speech in Chicago. The
President expressed his fears about the interna-
tional situation and the behavior of Germany, Italy,
and Japan. What was needed, he said, was collec-
tive security on the part of the peace-loving nations
of the world. They should behave the way a
community behaves when faced by an epidemic.
He added: ‘‘{It] joins in a quarantine of the
patients in order to protect the health of the
community against the spread of the disease.”” In
other words, instead of the United States isolating
itself from the rest of the world, Roosevelt was
suggesting that democratic nations get together and
isolate the aggressor nations.

The President was deluged with mail. Some was
favorable. Most of the letters, however, accused
him of trying to lead the country into war. Two
months later, Americans got 2 real war scare.

The Panay Incident. On December 12, 1937, on
the Yangtze River in China, a navy gunboat, the
U.S.S. Panay, and the three oil tankers it was
escorting were attacked without wamning by Japa-
nese planes. Two servicemen were killed and
several others wounded. The Panay had been
clearly marked and had a legal right to be where it

was. The aqgck obviously was no accident. J:
rflese authorities apologized at once, offerin .t )
or damages and promising to punish thosegreo
sible. The [_Jnited States accepted Japan's off ;
most Americans heaved a sigh of relief Aer‘i
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SECTION 2 REVIEW

Key Terms and People

Explain the significance of: reciprocal trade
agreements, Francisco Franco, quarantine
Panay incident '

Main Ideas

1. Why did the United S
; tates open i i
) the SOYIC( Union in 19337 pen relations W
. ::;;v t:i)ld f;he R;ciprocal Trade Agreement A
offset t
g e effects of the Hawley-Smo.
3. How did isolationis(s in Congress attempt -
:,nsure the United States' neutrality i
930's? ymd
4 .
L\;’:zin was lf’res!dent Roosevelt’s attitude towa:
l%Or'lc'x;easmg international conflicts during tt
o s? What. role did he expect the Unite
es to play in these conflicts?

Critical Thinking

5. W i
te:y were the revelations of the Nye commi
icans regqrt particularly horrifying to the Ame
public at the time the report was releasec



While the world tried to cope with the Great
Depression, war clouds gathered over Asia, Eu-
rope, and Africa. The Kellogg-Briand Pact tried
futilely to outlaw war. The Stimson Doctrine was
likewise unsuccessful in stopping Japan's aggres-
sion in Manchuria. In Germany, Hitler and his Nazi
party came to power, vowing to avenge Germany's
defeat in World War 1. Italy's dictator, Mussolini,
attacked and annexed Ethiopia. When Hitler armed
the Rhineland in violation of the Versailles Treaty,
Britain and France, though threatened, did not
make him back down. Meanwhile, Roosevelt
moved cautiously to recognize the Communist
government of the Soviet Union, to lower tariffs
through reciprocal trade agreements, and to expand
the Good Neighbor Policy toward Latin America.

While keeping a careful watch on foreign affairs,
the United States struggled to remain neutral.
Congress promoted isolationism through the inves-
tigations of the Nye committee and with a series of
neutrality acts. Meanwhile, Americans watched as
Spain was taken over by a fascist dictator. The
United States began to take the side of China in its
struggle against Japanese invasion. Roosevelt ad-
vocated a quarantine of European dictatorships,
while the Panay incident reaffirmed that Americans
were determined to stay out of war. Hitler ex-
plained the annexation of Austria by saying he
wished to protect his fellow Germans. With the
same excuse he threatened to invade Czechoslova-
kia. British and French appeasement at Munich
permitted him to do so.

The European crisis deepened as Hitler mounted
a campaign of hate against Jews. His Nuremberg
Laws deprived German Jews of their civil rights.
Then, on Crystal Night in 1938, Nazi gangs killed
many Jews. Thousands more fled abroad. but the
United States did not fully open its doors to them.
Hitler and Stalin made a pact to carve up Poland.
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES:

1933-1940

The Road to War

When Nazi forces invaded that country, Britain and
France finally declared war. The Second World War
began in Europe in September 1939.

Nazi forces, waging a blitzkrieg, rapidly cap-
tured Poland, then Denmark and Norway, then the
Low Countries, and finally France. British troops
barely escaped at Dunkirk. German forces enslaved
many of the conquered people. They rounded up
Jews, gypsies, and others and methodically killed .
them in concentration camps. At the front, Hitler
failed to win the air war known as the Battle of
Britain. The United States openly aided the British
in this battle with supplies and ships. At home,
Roosevelt brought Republicans into his cabinet. In
1940 Congress passed the first peacetime military
draft, and FDR won an unprecedented third term.

Chronology of Main Events

1933 Hitler becomes German chancelior

1935 Mussolini seizes Ethiopia; first
Neutrality Act passed: Nuremberg
Laws passed in Germany

1936 Germany occupies the Rhineland

1937 Japan invades China; Rooseveit gives
quarantine speech

1938 Hitler annexes Austria; Munich Pact .
signed

1939 Germany occupies all of
Czechoslovakia; Soviets sign
nonaggression pact with Germany:
Germany invades Poland: World War
Il begins in Europe

1940 Roosevelt elected for third term
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lines. and he had the means to do it. Hundreds of
submarines, traveling in groups of fifteen to twenty
known as wolf packs. and a few of Germany's new
pocket battleships, which were the size of cruisers
but had the firepower of battleships. roved the
Atlantic. During five weeks in April and May
1941, they sank 2.3 million tons of British ship-
ping. This was more than three times the losses of
the previous six months. Also, it was done despite
the fact that American naval forces were trailing
German U-boats and radioing their locations to the
British.

German submarines paid no attention to the
so-called safety zones off the coasts of North and
South America. In May the Robin Moor, an Amer-
ican merchantman, was sunk off the coast of
Brazil. In September the American destroyer Greer
was attacked in the North Atlantic. FDR responded
by ordering the navy to shoot on sight any Axis
ships they might run into. In October the American
destroyer Kearny was torpedoed near Iceland, and
eleven of its crew were killed. A few weeks later,
in the same waters, the destroyer Reuben James
was sunk, with the loss of almost a hundred
American lives. As a result of these events, the
United States began arming its merchant ships.

In the meantime, Congress, in August, agreed to
an eighteen-month extension of the draft that had
been legislated in 1940. The vote was very close,
with only a one-vote margin in the House. The
reluctance stemmed partly from the fact that the
enlistment periods of men who had been drafted the
previous October would now be extended for
eighteen months. There was fear of mass deser-
tions, and, indeed, the letters OHIO (standing for
Over the Hill in October) began appearing on the
walls of barracks. However, no one actually tried to
leave an army camp. Uncle Sam's draftees did not
like the extension, but they accepted it.

The Atlantic Charter States War Aims

The same month in which the draft was ex-
tended, Roosevelt and Churchill met secretly
aboard a warship off the coast of Newfoundland.
Churchill had come hoping for a military commit-
ment from the United States, but he had to settle for
a general statement of war aims somewhat similar
to Wilson's Fourteen Points. Called the Atlantic
Charter, it contained the following principles: (1)
no territorial expansion, (2) no territorial changes
without the consent of the inhabitants. (3) self-

-
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determination for all people. (4) freer trade. (5)
cooperation for the improvement of other nations.
and (6) the disarming of all aggressors.

Churchill indicated that the principle of self-
determination could not be applied to the British
Empire. As he later said, **We mean to hold our
own. | have not become the King's First Minister in
order to preside over the liquidation of the British
Empire.”” In any event, th: Atlantic Charter was
endorsed within a month by fifteen countries in-
cluding the Soviet Union. It later became the basis
for the United Nations.

Japan Attacks Pear! Harbor

The German attack on the Soviet Union had
effects half a world away. It encouraged Japan to
act. The most pressing need of the Japanese war
machine was oil. The Dutch East Indies (now
Indonesia) was the most convenient source. but
invasion there would mean war with the United
States and Britain. With Japan’s old enemy—the
Soviet Union—fighting for its life, however, the
gamble looked more attractive,

Setting the Stage. [n July 1941 Japan forced the
French puppet government of Vichy to give it
military bases in southern Indochina (now Vietnam
and Cambodia). FDR promptly froze all Japanese
assets in the United States: that is, Japanese com-
panies and individuals could no longer use any
money or investments they had in this country.
Japan immediately did the same with American
assets in Japan, and trade between the two nations
came to a halt.

In October 1941 General Hideki Tojo (hi d> ki
" jO), a strong militarist, became the Premier of
Japan. A month later, Secretary of State Hull began
a series of talks with the Japanese ambassador and
a special envoy. The Japanese wanted the United
States to unfreeze their assets, supply them with
oil, and stop sending lend-lease aid to China.
Instead of yielding, the United States demanded
that Japan withdraw from China and from South-
east Asia.

As it happened, that previous December the
United States had broken Japan’s secret diplomatic
code. Hull knew that Japan was preparing a mili-
tary attack. However, he expected it to come either
on the Malay Peninsula or in the Dutch East Indies.
In the meantime, the United States was strength-
ening its defense of the Philippines. No one in
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Washington, D.C.. knew that on November 25 six
aircraft carriers, two battleships, three cruisers. and
eleven destroyers had sailed east from Japan's
Kuril Islands. Aboard the carriers was a strike force
of over four hundred planes. Their destination: the
United States Pacific Fleet in Hawaii. The Japanese
warlords had taken the gamble.

The Attack. At 7:55 on the sleepy Sunday morn-
ing of December 7, 1941, the Japanese bombers
struck the American naval base at Pearl Harbor.
Of the eight United States battleships docked side
by side, three were sunk, one was run aground, and
another was capsized. The remaining three were
badly damaged. Eleven smaller ships were also
sunk or disabled, some one hundred seventy planes
were destroyed on the ground, and almost twenty-
four hundred people, including sixty-eight civil-
1ans, were killed. In a single hour on the day
Roosevelt called ‘‘a date which will live in in-
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famy.”" the United States Navy suffered more dam-
age than it received during all of World War 1. In
carefully coordinated operations. Japan also struck
at the Philippines. Guam, Midway. Hong Kong,
and Malaya. (See map on page 739.)

Far away in Washington, D.C., it was 12:55 in
the afternoon when the first bombs fell on Pearl
Harbor. The Japanese envoys had been sent coded
orders to give Secretary Hull their government's
final rejection of American terms at precisely one
o’'clock Washington time. Because of a delay in the
decoding, the envoys reached Hull's office an hour
late—just as he was getting the first incredible
reports from Hawaii. For a few minutes, the
courtly statesman lost his self-control. He dressed
down the two diplomats in the colorful language of
his native Tennessee hills.

The following day the United States declared
war on Japan. Hitler. who had not been told about
his ally’s Pearl Harbor scheme, at first thought it

Picturing History Survivors are rescued as the West -
Virginia burns in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, °
The next day President Franklin Roosevelt asked
Congress to declare war against Japan. The poster ‘
is a testimony to the nation’s resolve to win the war. .
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Map Skills Location What islands in the Aleutians were occupied by the Japanese?

Location What city was near the battle of Bataan?

was a propaganda trick. When the news was
verified. however. he and Mussolini declared war
on the United States.

The attack on Pearl Harbor was one of the most
successful military actions in history. Even Hitler
never managed anything like it. With one swift
blow. the Japanese high command had apparently
removed the only real obstacle to their country's
domination of a third of the world's surface.

SECTION | REVIEW

Key Terms and People

Explain the significance of: lend-lease. scorched-
curth policy. Atlantic Charter. Pearl Harbor
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Main ideas

(3]

. What did Roosevelt refer to as

What advantage for America’s allies did the
lend-lease program have over the cash-and-
carry system?

Why was the Atlantic Charter drafted?

. Why was Japan willing to risk war with the

United States and Britain over oil?*
*a date which
will live in infamy'*?:

Critical Thinking -

5.

Why was the Soviet Union's scorched-earth
policy an effective tactic against Germany?
Would this tactic have been as effective in the
hands of other nations under German attack.
such as France or Denmark? Explain.
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On April 25 American and Soviet infantrymen
stood looking at each other from opposite banks of
the broad Elbe River. which runs through eastern
Germany. (See map on page 751.) Some Ameri-
cans. against orders, rowed quietly across the river.
The Soviets met them with hearty hugs and hand-
clasps. although for most. it was the first time they
had seen an American.

The End of Hitler. In his underground headquar-
ters in Berlin. Hitler. his longtime friend Eva
Braun. whom he hastily married. and a few faithful
followers waited for the end. Deep as they were.
they could feel the shudder as bombs hit the ground
above their heads. Hitler. determined to avoid
capture by the Soviets. decided to go out in flames
like a warrior of old. On April 30 he shot himself.
while his wife took poison. Then, following in-
structions, their bodies were taken up to the gar-
den. doused with gasoline, and burned. Two days
later, Berlin fell to the Soviets.

On May 7 General Eisenhower accepted the
unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany. The next
day. V-E day (Victory in Europe), marked the
official end of one part of the war.

Picturing History A newsboy announces V-E Day.
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Key Terms and People

Explain the significance of: George Marshall,
Dwight D. Eisenhower. convoys. Operation
Torch. Erwin Rommel. Afrika Korps.
partisans. D-day. Operation Overlord. George
Patton. Battle of the Bulge. V-E Day

Main Ideas

. What were the first important decisions made
by the American-British alliance?

2. How did the Americans manage to get badly
needed supplies to the Soviets? What were the
dangers associated with the method ysed?

3. What significance did the Battle of the Bulge
hold for the Allied forces?

4. How did Hitler avoid capture by the Soviets as
they entered Berlin?

Critical Thinking

5. Was the Battle of Stalingrad a victory or a defeat
for the Soviets? Explain.

SECTION 4

Allied Troops Advance on the
Pacific Front

GLOSSARY TERMS: kamikaze, Manhattan
Project. Hiroshima

Although Roosevelt and Churchill had agreed
that victory over Germany came first, the Ameri-
cans did not wait until V-E Day to move against
Japan. On the contrary, as soon as possible. the
United States began to wage an aggressive mylitary
campaign in the Pacific.

The Japanese Win Early Victories

During the first five months after the attack on
Pearl Harbor. the Japanese made tremendous ad-
vances in all directions. They overran Hong Kong.
French Indochina (now Laos, Cambodia. and Viet-
nam). Malaya (including the naval base at Singa-
pore). Burma. Thailand, und the Dutch East Indies
{now Indonesia), reaching as far south as New
Guinea und the Solomon Islands. To the cast, they
captured Guam and Wake Island. as well as two
islands in the Aleutian chain in Alaska.

208



Picturing History

As Supreme Allied
Commander of forces
in the Southwest
Pacitic, Douglas
MacArthur ordered
the invasion of the
Japanese islands.

In the Philippines. some 36.000 American and
Filipino troops under General Douglas Mac-
Arthur succeeded in holding off a Japanese army
of 200.000 for four months in the Bataan peninsula
and then for another month on the fortress isiand of
Corregidor, at the entrance to Manila Bay. When it
became clear that the situation was hopeless, Army
Chief of Staff George Marshall ordered MacArthur
to escape to Australia. MacArthur did so. saying as
he left, "I shall return.””

As a result of Japan's conquests. the prestige of
white people in Southeast Asia. which had been
based on their hitherto unquestioned military
power. was destroyed. Even after the Japanese
were gone. people in the area were never again
willing to live under white rule.

The Allies Stem the Japanese Tide

By the spring of 1942, Japanese armies were at
the gates of India, the Japanese fleet was menacing
Australia, and even the Pacific coast of the United
States was threatened. In April, however, the
gloom lightened. Sixteen B-25 bombers. com-
manded by Colonel James H. Doolittle. took off
from the aircraft carrier Hornet and dropped a few
bombs on Tokyo. The daring daylight raid had no
strategic value, and all the planes went down in
China, where the crews were forced to bail out.
Nevertheless. the raid made the Japanese realize
that their islands were vulnerable to bombs. It also
made Americans feel a lot better.

Then early in May, a combined American and
Australian fleet intercepted a Japanese fleet in the
Coral Sea. In the battle that followed. there was no
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Picturing History
Congress awarded
Colone! James
“Jimmy" Doolittle a
Medal of Honor for
his courageous
bombing raid on
Tokyo.

ship-to-ship contact. All fighting was done by
carrier-based planes. Although the Americans and
Australians lost more ships than the enemy, they
halted Japan's attempt to invade Australia.

A month later Japan met a worse defeat at the Bat-
tle of Midway. Four aircraft carriers it could never
replace were sunk, other ships were badly damaged
and two hundred fifty-three planes were destroyed.
American losses were one carrier, one destroyer, and
one hundred fifty planes. In this battle also. carrier
aircraft rather than ships were the decisive element.
The Japanese, who had been heading for Hawaii,
turned back to their base. They no longer held un-
challenged control over the Pacific.

Allied Troops Leapfrog to Japan

The Pacific theater of war, or area where the
fighting took place, posed several serious problems
for the United States and its allies. Japan was
protected by some three thousand miles of water in
which were literally hundreds of fortified islands.
Even small coral atolls (an aroll is a ring-shaped
island surrounding a central lagoon) contaiped an
airstrip, guns, and determined Japanese. To storm
every island would probably have taken a genera-
tion. Instead, MacArthur came up with a different
tactic that he called leapfrogging. That is. the
Americans would mount attacks only on selected
islands. The Australians and New Zealanders
would then bomb and mop up the Japanese garri-
sons that had been bypassed.

The Battle of Guadalcanal. The American of-
fensive began in August 1942. United States ma-
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rines landed on Guadalcanal in the Solomon
Islands. which form a thousand-mile-long barrier
east of New Guinea and Australia. (Sec map on
page 755.) Two days after American troops had
established a beachhead. Japanese cruisers sank
almost all the American transport ships.

For the next six months the marines. who were
short of food and equipment. clung to the is.and's
airstrip while Japanese and American ships and
planes fought one engagement after another. The
tropical sun and rain created a steaming hell by day,
while the strange bird and animal sounds made the
Jungle nights a time of uneasy rest. The American
fleet under Admiral William F. Halsey routed a
massive Japanese fleet in November. Finally. early
in 1943, the Japanese withdrew from Guadalcanal,
leaving the Americans with a valuable base from
which to launch their offensive.

Return to the Philippines. The American return
to the Philippines was actually made from two
directions. MacArthur's troops moved toward the
islands from the south, while a fleet under Admiral
Chester W. Nimitz moved toward the islands from
the east. By February 1944 Japan's outer defenses
had been cracked with the capture of the Solomon,
Gilbert, and Marshall islands. By June 1944 the
Americans were attacking Japan’s inner defenses in
the Mariana Islands. The Japanese fought a tremen-
dous naval engagement—the Battle of the Philip-
pine Sea—in an effort to prevent the landings in the
Marianas. However. the battle dealt a crippling
blow to Japan's carrier planes. 345 to a loss of only
17 for the Americans. It also placed Japan's home
islands within reach of American land-based bomb-
ers for the first time.

In October the MacArthur and Nimitz forces—
consisting of 174,000 soldiers in 738 ships—
converged on Leyte Island in the Philippines. (See
map on page 755.) MacArthur himself and a few
officers. most of whom had fled the Philippines two
years earlier. headed for land in a smalil barge. Fifty
yards from shore., MacArthur stepped off into the
knee-deep water. waded 1o the beach, and an-
nounced. **[ have returned.’*

The Japanese threw their entire fleet into the
Battle of Leyte Gulf. Kamikaze (kd'mi ki’ zé)
suicide pilots crashed their bomb-laden planes into
American ships. killing themselves and large num-
bers of the ships" crews. (The word kamikaze
means “‘divine wind'" after a typhoon that in 1281
destroyed Kublai Khan's fleet when it attempted to
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invade Japan from China.) After thrce days of
fighting. however. it was the Japanese fleet that was
crushed. Three battleships. four aircraft carriers,
thirteen cruisers. and almost four hundred planes
disappeared beneath the sea.

A New President Takes the Reins

Roosevelt did not live to see the final victory of
the Allies. On the morning of April 12, 1945, the
President was posing for an artist who was painting
his portrait. He sat in an armchair in the living
room of the Little White House in Warm Springs,
Georgia. Suddenly he put his hand to his forehead
and said. "‘[ have a terrific headache.” Then he
slumped over. He was put to bed. and doctors were
called. He had suffered a stroke. Within hours he
was dead.

He was mourned throughout the world. There
were people in the armed services who could not
remember a time when FDR had not been Presi-
dent. Harry Truman, uneasy and inexperienced,
took over the reins of office.

Picturing History The face of Navy serviceman
Graham Jackson éxpresses the sorrow of all those who
lined the streets as FDR's body was carried to the train
at Warm Springs on the day after his death.

The Atom Bomb Ends the War

After the capture of the Philippines. only two
major battles remained. However, they were
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among the worst of the war—Iwo Jima (8'wo j&’
ma) and Okinawa (0°'ka nd’ wa). The Japanese
forces on each island hetd out for many weeks in
the spring of 1945. Furthermore. each was so
savagely defended that it gave Americans a chilling
foretasté of what the invasion of Japan's home
islands would be like. Churchill thought that the
cost would be ‘*a million American lives and half
that number of British.”

As matters turned out. no invasion of Japan was
necessary. In 1942 a controlled nuclear reaction
had been achieved in a small laboratory under the
concrete football stands at Stagg Field at the
University of Chicago. Colonel. later General.
Leslie Groves of the Army Corps of Engineers had
then been given the task of producing the uranium
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235 and the plutonium 239 necded for an explosive
device. Under the code name of the Manhattan
Project, two plants for this purposc had been built
at Oak Ridge. Tennessee. where they could make
use of the vast water and electric power resources
of the TVA. A third plant was located at Hanford.
Washington.

Creating the A-Bomb. At the same time. a
group of American. British. and European-refugee
scientists headed by Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
had put together the first atomic bomb at Los
Alamos, New Mexico. At 5:30 on the moming of
July 16, 1945. it was exploded in the desert near
Alamogordo air base. There was a burst of blinding
light. visible 180 miles away, a deep-growling

.. © Dutch Harbor

# Same o| M-dwav

deay
HAWAIIAN 1S
Honotulu o

. Wake /.

SOLOMON

N S Guadaicanat 4
] Areas under

0\\\.“; 1942-Fep 194
(2.4
AN '{g 5 ¥ Japanese controf
2 c: PR Land battle
Battie ot tne A
\ AN #  Seabatte
May 19421 N § A-bomb attack

Greatest extent of
Japanese control. 1942

&———— Allied forces

[ X4

Map Skills Location Which battle was farthest east? Location Which Japanese cities were hit by A-bombs?
Movement From what country did Allied forces go into Burma? Manchuria?
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blast, scalding wind. and then a gray mushroom
cloud that rose slowly toward the sky. Words from
the Song of God. a sacred Hindu text. came into Dr.
Oppenheimer’s mind as he watched: ' am become
Death. the shatterer of worlds. waiting that hour
that ripens to their doom."" In truth. the world has
not been the same since.

On July 26. 1945, a warmning was sent to Japan
that it faced *“prompt and utter destruction”" unless
it surrendered. This warning was issued by the
participants at the Potsdam Conference held in
Berlin. (See page 758.) On August 6 a 9.000-
pound atomic bomb was put aboard a B-29 bomber
named the Enola Gay. after the mother of pilot
Colonel Paul W. Tibbets. Jr. At 8:15:30 a.m. the
bomb was dropped on the city of Hiroshima. an
important militarv center. It killed about 71.000
people. horribly injured another 68.000. and flat-
tened four square miles of the city. Three days later
4 second bomb hit Nagasaki. killing 36.000 per-
sons. injuring 40.000. and leveling almost half the
city. Together. though, the two atomic bombs took
fewer lives than the regular air raids on Tokve had.

On August 14 Emperor Hirohito. despite oppo-
sition tfrom some of his military leaders. made the
decision o0 surrender unconditionally, Dozens of
American and British, ships sailed into Tokyo Bay.
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Picturing History The shell of the
Hiroshima Museum ot Science and Industry
(left) stands as a memorial of the atomic blast.
General Douglas MacArthur (above) signs the
Japanese surrender aboard the USS Missouri. A watch
(right) found in the ruins of Hiroshima marks the blast.

There. on September 2, 1945, the formal surrender
was signed on the deck of the battleship Missouri.
History's first total and global war was over.

SECTION 4 REVIEW

Key Terms and People

Explain the significance of: Douglas MucArthur.
Chester W. Nimitz. kamikaze. Manhattan
Project. J. Robert Oppenheimer. Hiroshima

Main Ideas

1. What effect did Japan's victories in Southeast
Asia have on Asian attitudes toward white rule”’
What did the Battle of the Coral Sea and the
Battle of Midway show about the Pacific?

3. What military significance did its victory “at

Guadalcanal hold for the United States”’
4. What w: s the mission of the Enola Gay”

[B%]

Critical Thinking

5. Discuss some possible reasons for the choice of
the name kamikaze for the Japanese suicide
pilots. How might the name have inspired the
young pilots?
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Gender Issues in Transitional China: 1998

By Jana S. Eaton
Unionville High School, Kennett Square, Pennsylvania

Background Notes and Rationale:

Women in highly-patriarchal dynastic China suffered severe forms of
discrimination, ranging from infanticide to foot binding. They were considered the
property of their husbands and fathers and had virtually no legal rights. Marriages
were arranged, and many Chinese women were concubines, often little more than sex
slaves. Women were not educated in anything except home-making, and they had no
right to own or inherit property.

In 1949, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was founded and became a
watershed in history for Chinese women as the PRC proclaimed legal equality
regardless of gender. Under the Constitution of 1982, women have the right to vote
and equal rights in the political, economic, cultural and social (including family) sectors
of society. Other basic pieces of legislation supplement the Constitution. The Law on
the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women protects the rights of women in the
family, extends their property rights and provides for affirmative action to increase their
participation in the political process. The Marriage Law was intended to end arranged
marriages and allow for divorce based on mutual consent; it placed the responsibility
for family planning on both partners. The Inheritance Law was designed to end the
practice of excluding females from inheriting. There is also a relatively new Labor Law
(1995) which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex and provides for maternity
leave. The Compulsory Education Law of 1986 required that all children receive nine
years of education.

Yet, in spite of these “great leaps forward” for women since 1949, what appears
on the law books isn’'t always being enforced. In fact, now that China is in the midst of
a major overhaul of its economic structure, women are the ones paying a
disproportionately heavy price. They are laid-off more frequently and hired less
frequently than their male counterparts. They are less educated and often subjected to
discriminatory practices from early childhood. The significantly higher ratio of males to
females suggests that gender-based abortions are still taking place in spite of the fact
that they are illegal when performed for gender selection. In the past decade, there
have been significant increases in the rates of divorce, abuses committed by
husbands and crimes perpetrated against women. And women are still under-
represented in the political arena. The bottom line is that you can’t study China’s
Constitution and laws to determine the status of women in China today.

This lesson will provide an opportunity for your students to learn about Chinese
women in today’s context and to compare their issues with their counterparts in our
own country. Students will probably conclude that many of the concerns of women in
China are comparable to those experienced by American women at some point in
time; they will also understand that most of the real differences come from contrasting
historic and contemporary political, economic and social structures. Students will

1.
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gain factual knowledge of women in China and will sharpen their skills in evaluating,
analyzing, synthesizing and comparing and contrasting. In addition, the final activity
requires a performance-based activity which is the basis for assessing student
achievement in this lesson.

National Council for the Social Studies; Standards--Thematic Strands

VI. Power, Authority and Governance:
a. Examine persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and status of the individual
in relation to the general welfare.

IX. Global Connections:
d. Analyze the causes, consequences, and possible solutions to persistent,
contemporary, and emerging global issues, such as health, security, resource
allocation, economic development, and environmental quality..
e. Analyze the relationships and tensions between global interests in such matters
as territory, economic development, nuclear and other weapons, use of natural
resources and human rights concerns.
h. lllustrate how individual behaviors and decisions connect with global systems.

X. Civic Ideals and Practices:
b. Identify, analyze, interpret, and evaluate sources and examples of citizens’
rights and responsibilities.
c. Locate, access, analyze, organize, synthesize, evaluate, and apply
information about selected public issues--identifying, describing, and evaluating
multiple points of view. '

Recommended Grade Level/Course Placement:
This lesson is designed for use in a world history or civilization course or a
comparative cultures class at the secondary level. It can also be used in an Advanced
Placement comparative government and politics class.
Objectives:
Knowledge--Students will
- acquire basic knowledge of the current status of women in China by reading
Ms. Eaton’s article, “Gender Issues in Transitional China’
- demonstrate knowledge of the basic issues faced by women in the U.S. and
China today
Attitude--Students will

- recognize that a study of other cultures will often suggest solutions to the
2
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problems of one's own society.

- understand that there is a strong relationship between educational levels of a
society and the treatment of women

+ understand that there is generally a positive correlation between economic
development and improvement in the status of women in societies

+ understand that Asian societies have traditionally placed more emphasis on the
rights of the state as a whole and on groups rather than on individuals, as has
been more the case in the West

Skills--Students will

- analyze and evaluate the reading by Ms. Eaton on the status of women in China
today

- predict the impact of continued economic restructuring in China, as well as the
impact of a continuation of the Asian financial crisis (world crisis?) on women in
China _

« demonstrate how the political structure and political culture of a society provide
the parameters within which gender issues will be addressed in societies

- assess whether the experiences of either the U.S. or China could help the other
society to solve the problems concerning gender _

- design a skit which clearly demonstrates understanding of the relative positions
of women in the U.S. and China

Materials and Sources:
* 1. Appendix 1: “Gender Issues in Transitional China’
+ 2. Appendix 2: Assignment. Directions, Questions, Grading Rubric

« 3. Optional: The China Daily is a newspaper that is on the Internet and
archives issues for one year. At present, there is no charge for searching this
paper on-line. Students can use this source to update their information on
women in China and to study the type of information that is available to the
public in an English language newspaper with the largest circulation in
mainland China: http://www.chinadaily.net

* 4. Optional: If you have Internet access, go to the China Photo Gallery in Ms.
Eaton’s Web site to see photos of transitional China and of Chinese women and
children: http://iwww.ucf.k12. pa.usfjeaton/

- 5. Optional: You can get excellent statistics on women in the U.S. and China
from the’U.S. Bureau of the Census, International Data Base,
http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/fipc/

- 6. Optional: Excellent resources on teaching about Asia may be found in the
; 3
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extensive data bases of the AskEric Service: http://ericir.syr.edu

- 7. Optional: Another excellent data base of teaching materials on China is the
Ask Asia site out of the University of Indiana:
http://www.askasia.orgffor_educatorsfe_frame.htm

- Strategies or Instructional Procedures:

A. Biriefly explain the purpose and rationale underlying this lesson. Emphasize that
this assignment addresses significant issues for the young people in all societies,
including our own, as they have probably already encountered significant gender
issues and will probably need to address further concerns as they enter the work
place and become parents.

B. Distribute copies of thé reading to each student. Have them read and highlight the
article.

C. Distribute Appendix 2 and explain the grading rubric. Then, divide the class into
groups of about six and have each group design and perform a skit in which they
depict young adults compare and contrast the major gender issues in the U.S. and
China. This may be done through a discussion format or through role-playing. If
there is time and you have Internet access, students may search for further
information on-line. Students should then perform their skits for the entire class.

D. Assure students that you will be circulating to answer any concerns that students
might have about the assignment.

Evaluation or Assessment:

- Students should be evaluated according to the stated rubric in terms of both group and
individual contributions, or by another rubric of the teacher’s choosing. The quality of
the output is generally better if the students know in advance how they will be graded
and what is expected.

- Extension and Enrichment:

« Use the Internet to find out the results of a cooperative, online, comparative
gender studies project done by Mrs. Eaton’s class at Unionville High School
(http:/iwww.uct k12.pa.us/~jeaton/), Unionville, PA, and Shinji Masui’s class at
Akatsukayama High School (http:/iwww.masui.com/) in Kobe, Japan. (Note
that most Chinese schools do not have Internet access, but plans for access by
schools are in place at present.)

« Use the Internet to search for further information on any of the issues related to
this project. Search terms might include “China” or “Chinese” and “‘women.”

4
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Using Boolean searches will yield more useful information. For example, you
might phrase you search like this: (China or Chinese) and women and (rights
or status or education or employment). Consult the directions in the help
section of your search engine’s homepage for using Boolean and other
advanced searching techniques.
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Gender Issues in Transitional China

Jana S. Eaton

August, 1998

Mao Zedong proclaimed that women were equal to men in his China: They “hold
up half of the sky.” Today, the Chicken Little phenomenon is becoming a reality for
women in China: The sky really does seem to be collapsing on them as China expeniences
unprecedented change on the eve of the twenty-first century. For women, China today is
full of incongruities. While women have undeniably gained social, economic and political
rights since 1949, the rapidity and enormity of the transformation taking place in China
today seem to be repelling Chinese women backwards rather than forward into the future.

I recently returned from China after spending a summer there as a participant in the
Fulbright-Hays Seminar in China. I traveled with fifteen other secondary and college-level
educators and our scholar-escort, internationally-recognized Sinologist Dr. Stanley Rosen;
Dr. Rosen has done considerable research on gender issues in China over the years. In
addition, I met with scholars specializing in gender issues and women’s movement leaders
in Beijing, Xian, Shanghai, Kunming and Hong Kong.

Women in highly-patriarchal dynastic China suffered severe forms of
discrimination, ranging from infanticide to foot binding. They were considered the
property of their husbands and fathers and had virtually no legal rights. Marriages were
arranged, and many Chinese women were concubines, often little more than sex slaves.
Women were not educated in anything except home-making, and they had no right to own
or inherit property.

In 1949, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was founded and became a
watershed in history for Chinese women as the PRC proclaimed legal equality regardless of

gender. Under the Constitution of 1982, women have the right to vote and equal rights in
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the political, economic, cultural and social (including family) sectors of society. Other
basic pieces of legislation supplement the Constitution. The Law on the Protection of the
Rights and Interests of Women protects the rights of women in the family, extends their
property ﬁghts and provides for affirmative action to increase their participation in the
political process. The Marriage Law was intended to end arranged marriages and allow for
divorce based on mutual consent;, it placed the responsibility for family planning on both
partners. The Inheritance Law was designed to end the practice of excluding females from
inheriting. There is also a relatively new Labor Law (1995) which prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex and provides for maternity leave. The Compulsory Education Law of
1986 required that all children receive nine years of education.
Yet, in spite of these “great leaps forward” for women since 1949, what appears on

the law books isn’t always being enforced. In fact, now that China is in the midst of a
major overhaul of its economic structure, women are the ones paying a disproportionately
heavy price. They are laid-off more frequently and hired less often than their male
counterparts. They are less educated and often subjected to discriminatory practices from
early childhood. The significantly higher ratio of males to females suggests that gender-
based abortions are still taking place in spite of the fact that they are illegal when performed
for gender selection. In the past decade, there have been significant increases in the rates of
divorce, abuses committed by husbands and crimes perpetrated against women. And
women are still under-represented in the political arena. The bottom line is that you can’t
study China’s Constitution and laws to get an accurate picture of women in China today.

Under the leadership of Zhu Rongji, who took over as China’s prime minister in March
of 1998, China is moving rapidly in the direction of “market socialism,” a euphemism for
capitalism. Zhu announced a bold plan to cut loose unprofitable state enterprises, reform a
failing banking system, and reduce the colossal bureaucracy by half. The government has
proceeded to privatize or eliminate state-owned industries that have been unprofitable, thus

ending the idea of the state as an “iron rice bowl” or source of cradle-to-casket government
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support. Itis estimated that over 11 million workers have been laid-off to date and that
another 20 million workers will lose their jobs by 2000. The China Daily puts the current
figure of unemployed at 13 million, but this figure is probably on the low side.! While the
government implores the private sector to absorb the unemployed, this sector often requires
skills that many of the unemployed do not possess. Furthermore, the state industries are
often being dismantled more quickly than private enterprises can be developed to replace
them. China’s colossal, bloated bureaucracy is also scheduled for massive downsizing.
Zhu Rongji projected that the it will be halved within five years. There are growing
indications however, that implementation of some of these far-reaching reforms will be
deiayed in order to avoid large-scale civil unrest resulting from massive unemployment and
a continuation or deepening of the Asian financial crisis.

How are women faring during these unprecedented layoffs? According to Wai Ha
Lam at the Association for the Advancement of Feminism in Hong Kong, the government
reports that women make up forty percent of the work force in China and sixty percent of
the nation’s laid-off workers. But unemployment figures by the government don’t give the
real picture,” according to Wai. She explains that women are often underemployed in jobs
that are not commensurate with their skills and that the more highly paid they are, the more
likely they will be released to cut costs. “Retraining programs often don’t work because
they have age limits and educational qualifications that many unemployed women can’t

? Furthermore, there are disincentives to hiring women in cost-conscious

meet.
institutions. Dr. Rosen related an incident where a college chairman allowed three female
faculty members to take maternity leave, as provided for under the 1995 law. However, he
was not allowed to replace these individuals. As a result, he vowed never again to hire
women for faculty positions. Failure to promote competent women as often as men is
another commonly-practiced form of discrimination.> According to Professor Shi

Jinghuan, a comparative education specialist who designed the first gender issues course in

China, “There is usually no recourse for gender discrimination in the work place. Itis very
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difficult to prove, and even the government agencies discriminate.” Some male officials
have even made public statements to the effect that layoffs of female employees are justified
because Chinese women should be returning to their homes to take care of their children.?

There is also a retirement age differential in China: Men retire at age sixty and
women at age fifty-five. Allowing women to retire earlier than men was once regarded as a
form of “protection” for women. In today’s economy and political culture, many women
are viewing this differential as discriminatory and argue that both the husband and wife
must work in order to maintain an adequate standard of living.

Women comprise just under thirty percent of the civil servants in the bureaucracy.
There is no data on layoffs by gender in the civil service sector, but we were advised that a
disproportionate percentage of women would be released from their jobs in this sector
also.® College students who are preparing for government jobs will also find their options
very limited. Already, many of these women are switching to majors in education;
teaching, they feel, is more secure than jobs in the civil service.

In terms of education, seventy percent of China’s 140 million illiterates are female.
Initial school enrollment at the primary level is the same for boys and girls; the problem is
in retaining the girls, as their drop-out rates increase over the years proportionately more
than the rates for the boys.® In higher institutions (universities), females comprise thirty-
six percent of the enrollees, up from twenty-four percent in 1978.7 Illiteracy among
women is particularly high in rural areas, especially among highly-patriarchal Muslim
groups. Shi Jinghuan explained that these groups tend to have large families but “won’t
count girls as part of their families because they belong to their future husband’s family.”
The girls tend to marry young, and men do not want to marry women who have more
education than they do, so “the gi.rls’ families see no benefit in continuing their education
beyond a few years at the primary level.”® Another researcher elaborated: “In many
minority areas, girls have to stay home after ten years'of age to learn home skills like

embroidering and cooking to make them marriageable.™
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In both home and school settings, gender role socialization puts females at a
disadvantage at an early age. Professor Shi Jinghuan points out the stereotypic gender
roles are usually learned from Well—intenﬁoned parents aﬁd teachers:

Girls feel that their parents are disappointed that they aren’t boys. Some girls even

try to act like boys to please their parents. In school, the hard questions go to the

boys and the easy questions go to the girls. Teachers claim that girls lose face

when they can’t answer a hard question but that the boys can handle this well.'
In one experiment, Beijing Normal University student teachers played a game featuring a
wolf with kindergarten-age children. While almost all of the children wanted to be the
wolf, seventy percexit of the future kindergarten teachers chose boys “because wolves are
powerful, tough and strong.” Twenty percent chose girls for the role, reasoning that the
girls would cry or be upset if they were not selected. Only ten percent of the respondents
said that the child’s gender should have no bearing on the selection process, yet none of the
teachers felt that their selections or reasons were discriminatory. “These teachers had no
idea that the way they organize games and distribute toys can limit girls’ perceptions of
what they can do.”"!

Teachers also have considerable influence on what cour‘ses female students will take
and the careers for which they will prepare. “They tend to steer girls away from the
sciences but feel that teacher is a job for girls.” Even the texts reinforce gender stereotypes.
“We have some top women leaders but they don’t appear in texts. For example, Zhou
Enlai’s wife was an accomplished political leader but is shown in a text as
Zhou’s wife and is handing an umbrella to a guard.” Likewise, males are pictured, mostly
as competent professionals, six times more than are girls in the texts that were analyzed,
thus reinforcing the stereotype that males are more suited to high-paying jobs than are
females.' |

As social controis in China weaken, women are conf; ronting a new host of

problems. The incidence of violence against women, including spouse abuse and rape, is
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increasing “at an alarming rate.” Violence against women by their spouses is particularly
serious in the countryside, but “most women won’t speak out.”** Likewise, divorce rates
have soared in the past two decades, especially in the cities; the most common reason is
infidelity on the part of the husband. Sexual harassment, a relatively new concept in
China, is a common occurrence in both public places and the work place, but Shi Jinghuan
knows of no cases that have been taken to court by Chinese women. Dr. Rosen explained
that women don’t report cases of harassment because it involves such a loss of face: ‘“The
men embarrass women by making a joke out of it.” Rosen also reported that the past-
practice of selling brides is now flourishing, especially in the countryside. Often,
impoverished peasants will sell their daughters for money to “marriage brokers.” In
numerous other instances, girls are literally kidnapped by these unscrupulous dealers."*
And, of course, the world’s purportedly oldest profession, prostitution, is flourishing. We
observed numerous female prostitutes illegally “working” hotels frequented by foreigners,
especially in Shanghai.'®

Abortions performed for the purpose of eliminating female fetuses are now illegal
under the Law on Maternal, Infant Health Care of 1994, as is identification of gender for
the purpose of aborting female fetuses. However, abortions are still commonly performed
for this purpose, resulting in the significantly higher ratio of boys to girls (118 to 100)
being born in China.'® Female infanticide is also illegal but is still practiced occasionally in
rural areas. Both abortion and female infanticide have historic roots in the feudal,
Confucian societies where females were dehumanized and considered to be vastly inferior
to males.

On the long flight home, I chatted with a couple who was returning from China
with the second baby they had adopted from a Chinese orphanage. Both children are
healthy girls.” The father explained that there are many robust girls available for adoption in
China, but that the only boys obtainable were a relatively few with moderate to severe

disabilities or physical deformities. On the birth of a male child, some Chinese families
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give up their daughter(s) to make a place for the male, thus conforming with government
restrictions on family size. (Currently, the one-child-per-family policy is strictly enforced
in most urban areas; enforcement in rural areas varies but is, in general, more lax. Ethnic
minorities are not subject to any family-size restrictions but most also strongly prefer male
offspring to females. Note also that, even in urban areas, when two only-children marry,
they are entitled to produce two children rather than one.)

There are groups in China that are attempting to address issues relating to the socio-
economic and political status of women and gender discrimination. On the mainland, there
are approximately 6,000 women’s organizations, the largest of which is the All-China
Women'’s Federation, an umbrella group for other municipal women’s ederan’oné; these
groups are “bridge organizations” between various groups within the Party and the
government.'” While they do represent a wide variety of concerns relating to women, it
must be remembered that they are also sponsored by the government, which has always
considered the concerns of women as secondary to economic goals. Thus, there is, at
times, a conflict of interests. In fact, I found that the leaders of the Shanghai Municipal
Women'’s Federation tended to downplay women’s problems, and, in some cases, actually
reinforced negative stereotypes. For example, working as a policeman was termed
“unsuitable” for women, and driving a taxi is “too difficult for women.” Regarding layoffs
of women due to restructuring of the economy, I was told that “Layoffs are seen as positive
because there are new ways for women to get back jobs.” Shang Yafen, Chief of the
Liaison Department, further explained that the Shanghai Women’s Federation is working
with the Labor Bureau of Shanghai to provide “training and skills to make women more
competitive and to prepare them for the new work types that are now demanded.”*® Asan
appendage of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), the Federation tends to be
conservative.” One of its stated goals, for example, is to protect the “legitimate” rights and
interests of women. While certainly not a radical advocate, the Federation has undeniably

benefited women and children throughout China. In Shanghai, for example, the Federation
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sponsors a Children’s Scientific Center, the Municipal Kindergarten, the Music
Kindergarten, the Shanghai Nursery, the Women Cadres’ School, the Women Education
Center, the Women Activity Center, a Women’s Credit Bank and a Women'’s Travel
Service Agency. They also support research in women’s studies and a variety of other
activities that benefit women and their families. One long-term project involves monitoring
advertisements to identify those which depict women as sex symbols or subordinate to
men. The businesses and advertising firms are then notified that the Federation considers
the ads to be offensive, but compliance with the requests to change or discontinue the ads is
voluntary.'

Women in China are also organizing conferences focusing on women'’s issues; they
are mostly attended by well-educated, middle-class urban women. Several hot lines are
also now in place to address the needs of women. Hou Shijin, Associate Professor of
Psychology at Beijing Normal University, helped to organize the first hot line in Beijing for
women. They have received 30,000 calls over the six-year period they have been in
existence, but many Chinese women are still reluctant to consult outsiders with domestic or
personal problems. The hot line is staffed by trained professionals who counsel and refer
to other organizations, such as Beijing’s Women’s Health Network."?

Women are also entering politics in China but comprise only 21 percent of the
National People’s Congress and hold only one of the seventeen Politburo seats and three of
forty-one ministerial-level positions.”> More often than not, however, many powerful
women in visible political positions do not champion women’s issues. According to
Rosen, “They are often marginalized into doing ‘women’s work,” such as family planning,
education, or women'’s federation work rather than what are considered to be the ‘hard’ or
more important tasks such as those relating to economic development.”*!

In the final analysis, thé fact that Chinese women are better off now than they were
in dynastic China is undisputed. Yet, these gains fall short of what the CCP and Chinese

government would have us believe; socialist thetoric touting attainments in gender equality
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is often more impressive than the reality. The adverse effects on countless Chinese of
further restructuring, with its corollary downsizing, will be exacerbated if the Asian
financial crisis continues or deepens. Women, in particular, will suffer, as their rights and
concerns will become dwarfed and then eclipsed by economic issues. The half of the sky

that women are struggling to shoulder is indeed a heavy burden.
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APPENDIX 2: SKIT ON GENDER ISSUES IN CHINA AND U.S.

DATE PERIOD

DATE SKIT IS DUE TO BE PERFORMED

* The article, “Gender Issues in Transitional China,” should have been read and
highlighted be each group member prior to writing the following skit; you may
refer back to items in the article at any time during the discussion or skit
preparation.

* Your mission is to write and perform a skit which is about 10-15 minutes in
length and which demonstrates your understanding of the complex issues faced
by women in China today. This should be a comparative skit in which you role-
play or depict situations or have scenes with discussions of women’s social,
economic and political status in both contemporary China and the U.S. You
may use props, but they are not necessary and should be kept simple. (This
lesson assumes that you are familiar with gender issues in your own country
and how they are being addressed. If you need more information, you may
have to search in the library or on the Internet.) Be sure to include information
on how each of the following issues would probably be addressed in their
respective societies:

* History: Basic pieces of legislation, historic treatment of women

* Economy: Work-related issues (layoffs, harassment, promotions, retirement,
leaves, pay, legal protection)

- Social: Divorce, violence and spouse abuse, images of women, literacy,
educational levels, stereotypes

- Political: Representation, rights, movements, equality laws, justice system,
political culture, sources of help, advocacy and interest groups, restraints of
political system



GRADING RUBRIC

Give your skit a title. then print the names of each member of your group in the
blanks on the left side of the lower half of the page. Turn this sheet in to the teacher
before you perform your skit. The teacher will take notes on the reverse side of this
sheet and return the sheet to the group after the performances.

TITLE OF SKIT

Group Grade: 50% of Total Grade

» Quality of the skit as performed:

. 50% Number & depth of issues covered
. 25% Authenticity of material presented
. 25% Creditable, dramatic presentation (clearly performed in

engaging manner)
Individual Grade: 50% of Total Grade

* 50%: Effort and quality of individual contributions from teacher observation;
demonstration of clear understanding of the issues in the reading

« 25%%: On task behavior and personal leadership contributions within the
group process; serious approach to assignment

» 25% Effectiveness of individual performance in skit

NAME: GROUP GRADE: INDIVIDUAL GRADE: TOTAL:
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Ted Erskin is a teacher of Global Studies at Sunny Hills High School, Fullerton, California and is an instructor of
World Geography at Pacific Christian College, and Concordia University, Irvine. Mr. Erskin was a recipient of the
Fulbright-Hayes Seminars Abroad Fellowship to China in 1998. Following is an ethnographic study about
government economic reforms as evidenced in a rural Chinese village in Yunnan Province.

A Walking Tour of Stone Village: Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics

Dark green carpets of rice, tall stands of
corn, patches of tobacco — all checker the
countryside as our bus climbs into the
mountains.  Distant, brown-brick villages
squat around shade trees, while closer at
hand, along the roadside, barefoot children
scurry behind parents and water buffalo,
stealing glances up into the faces of tourists
more than happy to return smiles. This is not
Beijing! After weeks of exploring the urban
landscape of hutongs (streets), dodging in
and out of dumpling shops, meandering
through dimly lit museums, the bus is
delivering us to the other China — the vast,
rural landscape of peasants and rice paddies.
While Chinese cities are fascinating, more
than 850 million Chinese live in the country.
This is a National Geographic moment!

Our sense of anticipation rises with the
topography, promising new perspectives
about China. Cresting a ridge, the bus slows
to a crawl while hungry eyes, peering out of
windows, feast on the scene of a Yi village
reflected in the lake before us. Tall, jagged
outcroppings of rock, called karst, rise out of
the lake’s quiet waters, march through the
village, to stand like sentinels, watching over
the hamlet. Aptly named — Stone Village —
this impoverished community, tucked into
the northeast corner of Yunnan Province,
provides more insight into resurgent, modern
China than quaint, ancient Cathay. First
impressions prove deceptive; let the buyer
beware — peasants are adept at mastering the
basic tenets of capitalism.

The tourist experience continues.
Venturing out of the hotel with a traveling
companion, Jeanne, we angle towards the
village streets. Locals, festooned in bright

reds and blues, descend on us with cloth
dolls, handbags, tie-dyed tablecloths, hats —
fabrics of all kinds, all handcrafted by local
artisans. “Bu yao. Bu yao,” (No thanks.
No thanks) allows us to proceed, but only
slowly, as the villagers fade away leaving us
in the company of one very persistent
woman. Jeanne, lagging a few steps behind,
haggles the price of two dolls for her
granddaughters, as I, posturing as her
disapproving husband, grouse about the
prices.  Silence behind me is suddenly
explained; the sales woman strides to me,
slaps my arm, jabs a finger in my face, and
yells with a toothy grin, “Cheap! You ..
Cheap!” While laughter diffuses the
momentary tension, the sale is quickly
concluded. After a short absence, the
woman reappears, with an armload of
tablecloths, rejoining us as we explore this
labyrinth of streets.

~ 1.5 - - .Y

The lanes meander between walled
compounds and around corners of well-worn
bricks. A brief glimpse through a doorway,
here, reveals an old woman splitting
firewood, there, children playing. Wide
berth is given to a large pig snoring in the
shade of a stone outcropping. Piglets and
chickens, squealing and clucking, dart
around a corner. A left turn by me to follow
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and snap a picture solicits an earnest tug on
my right sleeve by our self-appointed guide,
who pointing to the right, exhorts, “Toward
village.” I go left, uphill, as I act on a hunch;
our salesperson seems too insistent, the
village streets too quiet, for this time of day.

Doorways soon reveal young men hunched
over sewing machines with rafters above,
and walls behind, draped with the products
of their labor. Sales associates hustle in and
collect new stock to sell. Other tourists, on
the streets below us, are being guided
through the disorienting maze of right turns,
soaking up the local color, as locals soak up
their cash. The never ending circuit of right
turns comprises a movie set, a vignette of
Pearl S. Buck’s Good Earth, engraving
images of mud brick hovels, scratching
chickens, and endearing children upon the
receptive minds of foreign tourists. An
audience willing to travel to this outdoor
passion play, willing to suspend disbelief, are

willing to provide the local Yi an economic
opportunity.

Stone Village enjoys an easily exploitable
geographic advantage. The rural setting,
with miles of hand-carved marble roads,
inviting visitors to explore immaculate fields;
the village, complete with props and
choreographed scenes of rural life; the stone
forest, with stacks of karst providing a
surreal, distinct setting — these resources are
as valuable as iron ore, and, better, cannot be
depleted. Village cadres and local families,
teaming up with a Swiss tourism firm have
formed a unique Chinese version of a joint-
stock venture, the Yunnan Travel Holdings
Company. Swiss capital and management
skills, coupled with local labor and business
acumen, have developed a marketing scheme
which helps this formerly poverty stricken
village diversify its local economy. Wealth
generated by regional agriculture, which
traditionally flows, like local rivers, to
coastal regions, is beginning to trickle back
into the Ilocal economy, providing
opportunity and incentive to local
entrepreneurs.

Back to the village. A series of left turns,
as opposed to right turns, quickly brings the
pedestrian to the new village, through the
curtain of karst sentinels to where the Yi
now go home at night. Out of the view of
tourists, evening lights illuminate televisions
and electric  appliances,  household
furnishings the grandparents never dared
dream about during the Cultural Revolution.
New Jeep Cherokees parked on clean streets
provide testimony to the miraculous
potential of China’s new economic reforms.
This conspicuous materialism is a recent
phenomena and provides a stark contrast to
the destitution this community experienced a
few years ago, and which many Yi
communities still grapple with.

Numerous Yi communities, to the
immediate north, desperately need the
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economic relief experienced by Stone
Village. In 1993, more than 2.5 million Yi
people lived under the Chinese level of
poverty, earning less than US$60 per year
while scratching out ever dwindling grain
harvests from the overtaxed soil.'  The
plight of destitute minorities in southwest
China’s Yunnan and Sichuan Provinces
underscore the need to break the cycle of
poverty. The government must produce a
workable solution which accomplishes more
than simply feeding the people; a workable
solution must build the capacity of local
communities to create and sustain prosperity.
As Chi Fulin, vice-president of the Chinese
Society of Economic Restructuring, and
responsible for charting a practical
theoretical roadmap from the highly
centralized economic planning of the 70s and
80s to a privatized, socialized free market
explains,
The real rationale for the existence of the
nongovernmental  private  economy
derives from the fact that people’s
individual economic interests and the free
economic activities which are derived
from these interests are important forces
for the development of the economy as a
whole, and the internal driving forces of
the increasing efficiency of the social
economy...The full development of the
private economic sector, together with
the activities through which the general
public can make money honestly and in
every possible way pursue a richer and
more civilized life hence demonstrating
[that]their own intelligence and creativity
are the basic resources of prosperity and
modernization...2

Using the offices and resources of China’s
Agricultural Bank, Kunming Communist
Party officials are responding and helping
local Yi families transform their commune
into a locally owned system of shareholding.

Farmers turn their legal, long-term utilization
rights to the land into shares, creating a form
of transferable wealth; shareholders form
cooperative organizations with foreign
investors, who provide capital, and in this

~ case, started up the Yunnan Travel Holdings

Company. Small amounts of farmland have
been withdrawn from crop production to
build two hotels, snack and curio stands, an
outdoor auditorium, and a bull fighting
arena. Majority control lies in the hands of

~ the local communist party unit which makes

all management decisions. Gao Shangjuan
best describes this Yi business as, “an
enterprise attached to a government-run unit
[Kunming] which does business in the name
of a collectively owned enterprise upon
approval and certification by the local unit.”

Local families, and their recently elected
cadres, have decided, as a unit, to disrupt the
historical model of Chinese agriculture, that
is, to increase food production by simply
sending more workers into the fields while
not creating more arable land. They are
diverting young laborers into cash generating
economic activities.* In Stone Village, this
endeavor is tourism.  Youthful guides
orchestrate nightly laser shows in the karst
fields, choreograph  dance  routines
(accompanied by an accordion!), and
shepherd guests on walking tours of the
stone forest. Each excursion is supervised
by elder members of the local unit; a pipe
smoking old man propped against a tree,
seemingly part of the local color, or a deeply
wrinkled woman sitting on a stone, smile and
nod as tourists pass by. Both whip out
stamps and ink pads as the last guide hands
over a work order to certify the number of
customers. The Swiss tourism firm operates
the hotel; the local unit orchestrates
everything else from bull fights in the new
arena to walking tours through the karst
forest.
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This experiment works. The central
government has released its strangle hold on
a centrally managed economy, allowing
communities, which know how to survive, to
employ utilitarian methods to put food on
the table, clothe their children, and improve
the quality of their lives. Local populations,
operating in local markets, seem to be
reviving capitalism, not as an ideology
imported from Europe, but as a utilitarian
response to local conditions, which can be
practiced on any landscape of the earth.

To describe the economic vitality of Stone
Village as capitalistic is a stretch -- an effort
to paint the local picture in western
language. It is an easy temptation to view
events through post-Cold War lenses; will
Communist China, also, join the capitalist
world? Gao Shangquan and Chi Fulin’s
blueprint for economic reforms, outlined in
The Development of China’s
Nongovernmentally and Privately Operated
Economy, seems to draw more inspiration
from A.V. Chayanov’s 4 Theory of Peasant
Economy than Adam Smith’s Wealth of
Nations. While Stone Village is trying to
adapt certain Western agricultural or
economic advances (theory of location,
marginal analysis) to the transformation of
their farmlands by redirecting family labor to
generate a cash flow, they seem to not be
focusing on rents or profits, but rather on
survival.’ This point needs clarification. The
Yi villagers, when selling their handicrafts,
have no bottom line. There exists no way
for peasants to calculate the costs of
production as the land and labor, timeless
and communal, has no market value. The Yi
are simply interested in finalizing
transactions, sometimes at ridiculously low
prices, because every cash transaction
improves cash flow. Would a Yi salesperson
agree to sell a product below the production
cost? If the salesperson does not know that
bottom line, the answer must be -- yes. Does

a peasant know how to set a market price?
No. He only knows the lure of cold cash.
Shanghai business men can calculate and
negotiate a good deal; Yi peasants only
count the receipts at the end of each day:
Walking tours of peasant markets, in Stone
Village, and in the outer fringes of cities
where farmers bring their produce to sell to
urban wage earners, reveal an odd curiosity:
no fixed prices, as would be found in
package markets.

A substantial socialist literature exists from
the 1910s and 20s, largely unread in the
west, about how to transform northern
Europe’s and Russia’s non-monetary
agrarian economies into socialist
communities before wedding the interests of
these rural hinterlands to the dynamic needs
of proletarian cities -- a necessity which
absorbed much of Lenin and Stalin’s time
and energies. Chinese economists apparently
are revising these socialist theories of
Chayanov and Kosinskii and allowing rural
communities, like Stone Village, to energize
their peasant economies -- a vital, current
mode of production which makes utilitarian
sense when standing in the middle of Stone
Village. China seems to be trimming her
sails, tacking on a new course towards a long
cherished goal of social justice. The current
economic reforms should not be interpreted
as Beijing abandoning Marxist ideals and
embracing capitalism; Beijing is simply riding
the currents of socialist market forces
believing such a course will steer them
ultimately into the safe anchorage of a
communist society. Current economic
reforms may well be China’s version of
Lenin’s NEP.
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DOCUMENT BASED WRITING

Directions: The following writing activity is based on the acce.npanying documents.
Some of the documents have been edited. This writing activity is designed to test your
ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze the documents, take into
account both the source of the document and the author’s point of view.

Write a well-organized essay that includes your analysis of the documents. In no case
should the documents simply be cited or paraphrased. You should include specific
details and you may discuss docwnents or information not provided for in this task. You
are encouraged to use outside information that you consider relevant.

Historical Context: It is generally agreed that all cultures expcrience “change” although
the rate of culture change varies greatly from one society to arother. The proper, ideal
role, for women in China has evolved overtime from Confucius to Deng Xiaoping.

Task: Discuss how the expeclations and descriptions relating v the role of women in
contemporary China varies from more traditional ideas about women in China.

After reading the documents complete the Analysis Box as a pic -writing activity to help
you write your essay. Be sure to include references to the documents in your answer.
Write an introduction that includes an audience attractor, relevant background, a central
organizing idea and how you intend to develop your essay.

An assessment rubric is included. Review it carefully for an ur.Jerstanding of
expectations.
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China: Tradition and Transformation

The Changing Role of Women

OBJECTIVES: To develop skill and confidence in responding to writing tasks based on
document analysis as preparation for the New York State Regeants Examination in Global

Studies.

To have students meet New York State Social Studies Standard 2:
World History. This standard includes the following. “The stuay of world history requires
an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important
ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs and traditions.” In addition, standard 2 states;
“Study of the major social, political, cultural, and religious developments in world history
involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups.”

Students will:
Investigate the various components of culture including norms, values and traditions.

Gain an understanding of culture change.

Analyze broad patterns and relationships based on historical accounts written from
different perspectives.

Analyze the roles of individuals and groups.
Plan and organize historical writing projects.

Formulate hypotheses, conclusions and generalizations.
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China: Tradition and Transformation

The Changing Role of Women

STRATEGIES: This activity is designed for ninth grade students in Global History
courses who have completed, or have nearly completed, a unit on Chinese History and
Culture. This activity is meant as an out of class writing but with class review and
discussion of these and related materials as necessary. The students would have about a
week to complete the essay.

At least one “first” or “rough” draft of the essay should be reviewed with the student
several days before the final essay is due.

Students should be familiar with and have some experience with document based writing
activities. At least one document should be modeled during class.

Read the document together.
Identify key words.

Discuss main ideas drawn from the document.

Ask students to make interpretations and conclusions.

Ask students to apply knowledge to the ideas found in the document.

MATERIALS and EVALUATION: Eight excerpted documents and sources are
included here. In addition, a general evaluation rubric is included. It is important that
both the teacher and students are familiar with the rubric.
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BACKGROUND NOTES:

Doc»ument-Based Questions

ocument-based questions have been well received in the field. They represent an

authentic performance in that they reflect what social scientists and historians actually

do in their day to day professional lives. These questions also reflect real life skills that
citizens need to have in their daily lives. These questions ask students to critically analyze and
evaluate documents, and to determine the validity of sources. Teachers have recommended that
document-based questions include 6-8 documents and that at least two of the documents be

graphics (maps, charts, cartoons, graphs, posters, photographs, etc.).

Characteristics of Document-Based Questions

B Arebased on the Social Studies Learning Standard , themes, and concepts

8 Provide students with a common base from which they demonstrate what they now and
areable to do

Focus on interpretation and analysis

Ask students to make comparisons and draw analogies

Ask students to apply knowledge to the given data

Ask students to take positions on issues or problems and support their conclusions
Require students to look at issues from multiple perspectives

Are reflective of social science practices

Are reflective of skills that students will useas adu.ls

Are criterion referenced and employ a scoring rubric

Document-based questions have been used on social studies assessments in the United
Kingdom and on Advanced Placement tests in the United States. The questions being piloted in
New York State incorporate the best characteristics of document-based questions used else-
where, but also characteristics that have been recommended by New York State social studies

teachers who have served on the design teams, administered pilots, and scored student papess.
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DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION RUBRIC
5

‘Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by accurately interpreting most of the documents plus incorporating outsicc
information related to the documents.
e Discusses all aspects of the task and is richly supported with accurate facts. examgles. and details.
e Weighs the imporance, reliability, and validity of evidence.
* Analyzes the conflicting perspectives presented in the documents. Weaves documeats into the body of the essay.
o Includes a strong introduction and conclusion.
4
o  Addresses most aspects of the task by utilizing most of the documents and incorpe:ating lir;:ited outside information that
may be somewhat uneven in treatment. '
o Discusses most aspects of the task and supports thesis with accurate facts, exampics, and details.
o  Recognizes that all evidence is not equally reliable and valid.
o Reflects the conflicting perspectives and complexity of the task. Discussion of the documents may be descriptive or
analytical.
e [ncludes a good introduction and conclusicn.
3
o  Addresses some aspects of the task by utilizing some of the documents and incorpcrating little or no outside informativ..
o  Attempts to discuss some aspects of the tazk, supporting the discussion with some facts and examples. Minimal factuzl
errors may be present. | |
o Does not always recognize difference in reliability and validity of evidence.
o Acknowledges conflicting perspectives. Discussion of the document may be more descriptive than analytical.
Paraphrasing of the documents méy be present.
o  Restate the theme in introduction and concludes with a simple restatement of the task.
| 2
o  Attempts to address the task with limited use of the documents. No outside inforn..tion is apparent.
o  Shows little recpgnition of the different aspects of the task with little discussion oi" use of factual knowledge.
» Does not recognize differences in reliability and validity of the evidence.
o  Reiterates the contents of the documents. Only one perspective may be acknowledge.

o  Has vague or missing introduction and/or conclusion.

o Demonstrates a very limited understanding, of the task.
o  Shows little or no recognition of the differcnt aspects of the task. Contains factual :rrors.
o Fails to use or only vaguely refers to the documents.

¢ Has no introduction or conclusion.

o Fails to address the question

* Noresponse.

o~mnkpaper.  BEST COPY AVAI
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ANALYSIS BOX

Document Main Idea Role of Women
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Document

Main Idea Role of Women

Related Qutside Information
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DOCUMENT ONE

The following Lessons for Women was written by China’s most famous woman
scholar, Pan Chao, in the 1st century. It continued to be the standard of conduct for

women for nearly 2,000 years.

LESSONS FOR WOMEN

HUMILITY On the third day after the birth of a girl, the an-
cients observed three customs: {1) to place the baby below.the
bed; {2) to give her a potsherd [a broken piece of pottery] with
which to play; and {3) to announce her birth to her ancestors by
an offering. Now, to lay the baby below the bed plainly indicated
that she is lowly and weak and should regard it as her primary
duty to humble herself before others. To give her potsherds with
which to play signified that she should practice labor and con-
sider it her primary duty to be industrious. To announce her
birth before her ancestors clearly meant that she ought to es-
teem as her primary duty the continuation of the observance of

worship in the home.

These three ancient customs epitomize a woman'’s ordinary
way of life and the teachings of the traditional cereinonial rites
and regulations. Let a woman modestly yield to others; let her
respect others; let her put others first, herself last. Should she do
something good, let her not mention it; should she do some-
thing bad, let her not deny it. Let her bear disgrace; let her even
endure when others speak or do evil to her. Always let her seem
to tremble and to fear. Then she may be said to humble herself
before others.

IMPLICIT OBEDIENCE Whenever the mother-in-law says,
“Do not do that,” and if what she says is right, unquestionably
the daughter-in-law obeys. Whenever the mother-in-law says,
“Do that,” even if what she says is wrong, still the daughter-in-
law submits unfailingly to the command.

Let a woman not act contrary to the wishes ar.d the opin-
ions of parents-in-law about right and wrong; let her not dispute
with them what is straight and what is crooked . . .

HUSBAND AND WIFE If a husband does not control his
wife, then the rules of conduct manifesting his authority are
abandoned and broken. If a wife does not serve her husband,

- then the proper relationship [between men and women] and the
natural order of things are neglected and destroyed.

295

Translated in Nancy Lee Swann, PAN CHAO: FOREMOST WOMAN SCHOLAR OF
CHINA, copyright 1932 by American Historical Association, published 1932 by
Appleton-Century-Crofts, New York, copyright renewed 1960 by Nancy Lee Swann,
reprinted 1968 by Russel & Russell, New York;




DOCUMENT TWO

The Program for the Development of
Chinese Women: 1995-2060

The world today is undergoing a historical change and
international competition is getting increasingly tense. The
world scale competition in economy, culture, science and
technology is, in the final analysis, a ccmpetition of the
qualities of the nations. The quality of women affects the
quality of a nation and the development level of women so does
the comprehensive strength of a nation. At a time when the
21st century is approaching, women's issue has become one of
the focuses of international attention and to work for
equality, development and peace with actions has become an
irreversible tide of the entire international community. The
Chinese government has made solemn commitment for the
observance of international conventions concerning women's
rights and development.

3. Under the guidance of Deng Xiaoping's theory of
building socialism with Chinese characteristics, the Chinese
Communist Party and the state have decided on a o three-steps
strategy " for the basic realization of modernization and
.explicitly defined that the second-step strategic target shall
be attained by the end of this century. The coming few years
are an important period of time not only for China's
open-and-reform and modernization efforts but also for the
progress and development of Chinese women. In the coming few
years, the task for the development of wolien is mobilize and
organize women of all -nationalities in the country to plunge
into the open-and-reform and socialist modernization efforts,
comprehensively improve the quality of women, safequard the
rights and interests of women in accordance with the law and
further enhance the status of women. On the other hand, the
broad masses of women should display the spirit of
~self-respect, self-confidence, self-reliance and
self-improvement and work to attain their own progress and
development in the course of promoting social development.

State Council of the Peoples Republic of China, July 27, 1995
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DOCUMENT THREE

Congratulations to women football players

Editor:

I was deeply moved while watching the first women's soccer
match on TV with my wife, two daughters and a granddaughter of
four the other night. As a man who has seen five generations, I
couldn't help comparing the present with the past. My mcther and
my grandmothers, like other women of their time (with perhaps the
exception of those belong to the national minorities), had borne
untold sufferings from their bound feet all their lives. They
couldn't walk with ease, not to mention rur:aing or jumping when
necessary. I still remember clearly how, in my childhood, my

“three sisters wept bitterly but ailently each time they were
having their feet tightly bound by my kind-hearted mother who had
tears in her own eyes. They had no choice but to obey their
elders and the cruel custom of our country as soon as they
reached the age of 4 or 5. It was not until Liberation in 1949
that this inhuman and inhumane practice of ours which had a
history of at least 1000 to 2000 years was finally and completely
abolished.

Now our teen-aged girls can be aeen ruining at full speed in
the soccer field, passing, intercepting and shooting the ball
skilfully with their unbound and never-to-be-bound feet. How
marvellous it is! This is really aomething new. The 'weaker
sex' of New China is no longer 'weak' in the true sense of the
word, I am quite sure that these female footballers would be
.envied by their grandmothers and greatgrandmothers if they were
still alive today.

Let me congratulate Chinese girla in general and women

fooballers in particular with all my heart and bless.

Beijing Li Jingshi -

China Dailx,.August 16, 1982,
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DOCUMENT FOUR

Gender Differences In Educational Attainment in China
Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of
total population  male populaticz female population

age 15 and over

Iliterate 22 12 32
Primary school 34 35 34
Middle school 30 36 24
High school 8 11 7
Technical school 2 2 2
Junior college 1 2 0.7
University 0.7 09 0.4

(Source: China Statistical Yearhook 1995)
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DOCUMENT FIVE

A STERN MOTHER-IN-LAW  An anonymous poem (3rd to 5th
century AD ). '

From care and sorrow my heart was never free,
For you were already a clerk in the great town
Diligent in your duties and caring for nothing else.
I was left alone in an empty bridal room,
It was not often that we two could meet.
At cock crow I went to the loom to weave,
Night after night I toiled and got no rest.
In three days I would finish five bits,
And yet the Great One [mother-in-law] chides me for being slow.
Husband, it is not because I weave too slowly
That I find it hard to be a wife in your house.
It is not in my power to do the tasks I am set,
There is no use in staying for the sake of staying,
-~ ... Go then, quickly, speak to the lady, my mistress,
And while there is time let me go back to my home.
The young husband spoke to his mother, but, out of jealousy, she
insisted that the young bride was lazy and should go ,ﬂ)ack home. In
ancient China, a son was forced to listen to his parents before his wife,
so the young man sadly let his bride go home. Her parents married her to
someone else against her will. When her first husband came to see her
again, he reproached her. She answered:
What do you mean, why do you speak to me so?
It was the same with both ozus; each of us was forced;
You were, and so was I too.
In the land of death you shall not be alone.
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DOCUMENT SIX

A GIRL'S UPBRINGING FUHSUAN (21 7-278)

How 5ad it is to be framed in woman's form.

Nothing else is held so cheap.

No one is glad when a girl is born,

By her the family set no store.

When she grows up, she hides in her room

Afraid to look a man in the face.

No one crics when she leaves her home [to get marricd ]
Sudden as a cloud when the rain stops.

She bows her head and composes her face,

Her tecth are pressed on her red lips.

She bows and kneels countless times,

She must humble herself even to the servants.

While his love lasts [her husband’s] he is as distant as the stars,
She is a sunflower looking up to the sun.

Soon their love will be severed more than water from fire,
A hundred evils will be heaped upon her.

Her face will follow the year's changes,

Her lord will find new p?;asures.
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DOCUMENT SEVEN

The Quotations Form Chairman Mao Tse-Tung

31. WOMEN

A man in China is usually subjected to
the domination of three systems of au-
thority ([political authority, clan author-
ity and religious authority]. . .. As for
women, in addition to being dominated
by these three systems of authority,
they are also dominated by the men (the
authority of the husband). These four
authorities — political, clan, religious and
masculine — are the embodiment of the
whole feudal-patriarchal ideology and sys-
tem, and are the four thick ropes binding
"the Chinese people, particularly the peas-
ants, How the peasants have overthrown
the political authority of the landlords in
the countryside has been described above.
The political authority ‘of the landlords is
the backbone of all the other systems of
authority. With that overturned, the clan

Foreign Language Press, Peking, China. 1972
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authority, the religious authority and the
authority of the husband all begin to
totter. . .. As to the authority of the hus-
band, th.s has always been weaker among
the poor peasants because, out of economic
necessity, their womenfolk have to do more
manual labour than the women of the
richer classes and therefore have morc say
and greater power of decision in family
matters. With the increasing bankrupt:y
of the rural economy in recent years, the
basis for men’s domination over women has
already becn undermined. With the rise of

the peasant movement, the women in maay

places have now begun to organize rural
women's associations; the opportunity has
come for them to lift up their heads, and
the authority of the husband is getting
shakier ¢very day. In a word, the whole
feudal-patriarchal ideology and system is
tottering with the growth of the peasants’
power,

“Report on an Investigation of
the Peasant Movement in Hunan"
(March 1927), ~Selected - Works,
Vol. I, pp. 44-46.*



DOCUMENT EIGHT

FAMILY LIFE IN CHINA  Anextract from areport published in
the 1960s.

Liu Jian is a small, vibrant 36-year-old physiciar. who is the head of the
Health Centre of the Shuang Chiao People’s coramune on the outskirts
of Peking. . . . Dr Liu is married and has two sons, eleven and nine. She
lives in the commune during the week and goes home to her family at
the weekends. I asked how the boys were taken care of while she is
away and she replied that they have been in nursery school and
kindergarten, and ‘know how to take care of themselves. They eat in the
dining halls and their father helps to care for them’. At first, she told us,
she worried about the children because she and they were not used to
living apart, but they have become used to it, and are managing now.
‘One’s private life is a small matter; it’s the state, the society that is
important’, ske went on to tell us with great feeling. Clearly she felt
that her place was here at the commune rather than in Peking with her
family, and because of the structure of the society and the support she
had at home, she was able to carry on with botk.

Women and Child Care in China, Ruth Sidal, Sheldon Press

L ey s
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Fulbright Summer Seminar Abroad Program 1997
China; Traditions and Transformations
Sondra Leftoff
A§sociate Professor, Psychology
John Jay College - CUNY
New York, N.Y.

Healing Practices: Writing Chinese Culture(s) on the Body: Confirming Identity, Creating
Identity, A Curriculum Proposal

303

EENAL




A month in China on a Fulbright Hays Fellowship enabled me to observe and consider the
nature of cultural pluralism there: the multiple, parallel and competing opportunities that exist
in everyday life as Chinese society faces rapid and profound transformation. Economic reforms
coexist with a planned economy and government control; strivings for the greater good (for
example, accepting the one child policy) coexist with economic and educational opportunities
to maximize personal gain; the children of the Cultural Revolution coexist with their capitalist
minded children; traditional lifestyles of communal existence, hutongs, extended family life in
rural areas coexist with rampant urban development, consumerism, concern with personal
identity, and individual acquisition; to name a few. Yet Chinese identity, the "uniquely Chinese"
is somehow maintained and negotiated in this tidal wave of change.

As a psychologist, my interest is in the medical pluralism of contemporary China, how it is
evolving in this time of transition, and how individuals come to function within this system,
with the goal of understanding how cultural identity (the "uniquely Chinese") is affected by and
affects imported views of body, self, illness, "normalcy", deviancy and pathology. On the
individual level, of understanding how individuals negotiate their own cultural identity in
embracing the foreign, in exposing their bodies to it and in ultimately submitting to foreign
notions of health, illness and care. Ilook at how individuals come to choose particular
methods of healer and cure, how they come to view and incorporate new treatment modalities
and how they transform them as they deal with issues of Chinese identity through this process.
Pluralism allows for choice, or at least the illusion of it, and there is much to be learned from
the choices people make as they deal with the dialectic between present opportunities and past
expectations, between the identity they wish to construct and the one that has been constructed
elsewhere and by others.

As a professor at a college of criminal justice, I am interested in notions of normalcy,

deviancy and pathology from the Chinese perspective and in incorporating these notions into

304



3

our curriculum. As a professor at CUNY with a student body that reflects the immigrant
population of New York City and the pluralism of a multicultural community, I am interested
in how the Chinese experience can provide insights for our students into their own experiences
of transition and transformation; as well as provide them with the opportunity to learn about
the Chinese community within their city, a community they may visit, but do not know. Illness,

healing, health provides a common ground of conflict and concern to share.

Medical pluralism in China: One afternoon in Beijing, strolling through a park, the communal

meeting place of the city, I saw the massage tables set out as healers waited for those in pain to
stop by for a treatment, and later witnessed the aftermath of moxibustion treatment on the
marked bodies of shirtless men as they continued through the park to chat, sit, smoke. Earlier,
our Chinese guide showed us the results of her acupuncture treatment performed at the
traditional Chinese medical hospital and then went on to describe the antibiotics she got at the
Western biomedical clinic to treat her daughter's illness. A short time later, I met with a group
of Chinese clinical psychologists (an academic discipline that had not existed during the
Cultural Revolution, with contemporary clinical psychology still occupying a marginal place in
the academy) who were interested in learning more about psychoanalysis and the methodology
which localized distress in individual past history and troubled early relationships. I learned
about "Hotlines", sources of advice and help available by telephone for individuals troubled
about problems of everyday living, but who are either unable or unwilling to engage in a face
to face exchange. This service has grown rapidly in the past few years as has a general interest
in psychology and the potential it represents to deal with contemporary stress and personal
unhappiness. A lecture at Beijing Normal University on Chinese folklore included a discussion
of shamanism as it is presently practiced in China and the place of the shaman within the local
community. A psychiatrist who ran a psychiatric inpatient unit in a Western hospital (where
Chinese psychiatry originated as the very conception of the field falls outside of traditional
medicine),discussed the multiplicity of techniques he used in dealing with psychiatric inpatients
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including family systems theory, behavioral techniques, psychopharmacology, insight oriented
therapy, the engagement of the family in the treatment of the patient and the use of traditional
Chinese medicine, all possible options in the treatment. He also noted that no patient would be
admitted to the hospital if their family did not accompany them and spend the first week
responsible for their care, and that although a patient could refuse medication, the final
decision regarding this was in the hands of his family. Western yet non-Western, the family
included in ways not acceptable in Western psychiatric settings and patients' rights
subordinated to the decisions of their family members. A very different orientation was
provided by the director of a traditional Chinese hospital in his discussion of neurasthenia, a
condition many Westerners view as a form of depression. In traditional Chinese medicine it is
treated as a medical condition, the result of imbalance of organ-based systems. This is an
example of the holistic mind/body perspective of traditional medicine, a healing system that
does not accept a Cartesian division of mind and body and one that does not create a separate
classification system of exclusively psychiatric disorders. Unaddressed during our trip, but
documented elsewhere, are the many folk healers and folk healing traditions that probably
account for treatment of a larger number of sufferers across China than either traditional
Chinese medicine or Western biomedicine, particularly in rural areas where the méjon'ty of the
population still lives.

Medical pluralism, multiple medical realities. Approaches based on markedly different
philosophical systems. Bodies fixed in different positions; different narratives of illness,
problems to be solved; different conceptual systems defining the problem and very different
solutions. Secular healers, religious healers, spiritual healers, traditional Chinese medicine,
Western biomedicine, folk medicine. Sufferers seem unconcerned about combining different
approaches or using them sequentially. Each approach has a legitimate status in the culture and
patients choose as they see fit, as costs dictate, as prestige directs, as personal and/or family
values indicates. I often heard the view that Western medicine was for the acute phase and

Chinese medicine for the recovery phase, although the stories individuals told about their
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actual approaches to treatment did not necessarily match this idealization. I was reassured that
Chinese medicine was and would continue to be part of the Chinese landscape. In a country
where change is a predictable aspect of life, this became an interesting declaration.

Through my Western eyes, the choices and variety of treatment paradigms were
remarkable, and although some treatments were clearly privileged over others, individuals
seemed to make use of a broad spectrum of approaches. As a psychologist, I was intrigued by
the implications of introducing psychoanalysis as theory and practice in China, where issues of
filial piety, public loyalty to family and prohibitions regarding disclosure of family discord are
still relevant; concerns about the undermining effects of preoccupying one's self with painful
memories, although encouraged during Maoist "speak bitterness" sessions a;re still discourage
from both a Taoist and Confucian perspective, and where the social self, the self in relation to
others, has a very long tradition as opposed to the individualized self of Western thought (itself
an important basis of psychoanalytic theory). I was left with a question of how individuals
choose a particular healing paradigm and the meaning that ;:hoice has, both on a personal and
public level. I wondered about the impact of introducing this model at a time when the "social
self" of at least urban Chinese is under attack in many areas of life. I wondered how or if this

model will come to re-construct the Chinese self, in the process of curing its ills.

Curniculum proposal

Healing practices are powerful expressions of a culture, as any traveler can confirm as they
pack their medical supplies and hope they will not need to be treated far from home. On the
one hand, as the outsider, to take in the foreign through the healer, the medication, the rituals
of healing engages the outsider in an unknown culturally specific language of suffering and
treatment. On the other hand, as the intruder, to impose foreign views of illness and healing
may well be a form of colonization. I provide an example of this concern "Each medical
tradition has its languages of illness and healing ... introducing psychological language as a way

of understanding a problem is also introducing a culture-specific concept of the person, which
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may conflict with the values and perspectives of the patients' culture of origin and so create
new dilemmas for them. Psychiatric diagnosis and treatment - even the prescription of
medication - must then be understood not simply as technical interventions, but as interpretive
actions aimed to improve the psychological and social status of individuals and families that
also, inevitably, contribute to wider social and cuitural change."(Kirmayer and Young, 1998,
p.427).

The foreigner's fear and/or his hubris brings to the fore the power of healing rituals to
confirm and/or define identity and self, and through the choice of any one particular healing
ritual, to locate one's place within the dominant culture or at its margins. It indicates the
universality of the problem across cultures and individual experience. It also brings to the fore
the benefits of studying healing as a way of exploring and understanding contemporary China
and as a way of engaging students with little knowledge of the culture in the academic pursuit
of learning about it.

This curriculum project introduces students to contemporary China by studying
contemporary healing practices both within China and within Chinese immigrants communities
in the United States, and by studying the process by which individuals come to choose the |
appropriate healing approach(es) to deal with what ails them and the meaning these choices
have to the individual, the famxly and the community. My objective is to enable students to
view tradition and transformation in contemporary China through this lens of healing, for them
to be able to identify on a personal level with the universality of the struggles, yet come to
respect the uniqueness of the struggles as embedded within this particular cultural context and
past history. My goal is to have students become knowledgeable about China as they come to
understand the complexity of individual decisions regarding illness and healing in China and in
Chinese immigrant communities and to understand these decisions in the context of concerns
about identity and identity politics in individuals' everyday lives. In the process I hope that
students come to understand the biases and limits of our Western lens in viewing contemporary

China and their obligation as educated citizens of a global community to continue their studies
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in this field. My own experience in China indicates to me what a rich area of exploration this
particular topic represents, an area where culture and transformation plays out in individual
bodies and on a daily basis, and one which can be personally meaningful to our students.

The curriculum proposal is divided into three sections. The first develops the concept of the
"uniquely Chinese" from an historical and a developmental perspective, as it is relevant to
understanding contemporary concerns regarding healing practices and choices. The second
explores healing concepts, both traditional and Western as they define or contest notions of the
"uniquely Chinese" and as they create and/or contest the "normal", "deviant", "ill" within the
culture. This includes a set of readings on psychological and psychiatric concepts as they
emerge in the 20th century. The third section explores issues of healing and identity for
Chinese within the United States. It will include a field trip to Chinatown to learn about the
multiple healing options available in this community. This final section will consider how
healing is transformed, functions to transform, and/or is the basis to maintain connections to

"home" for immigrants as they navigate between homelands and between identities.

Section]  The "uniquely Chinese"

Historical issues

1. Spence, J. D. (1992). Being Chinese. In Chinese Roundabout, pp. 155 -161,

New York: W.W Norton.

2. Barrett, T.H. (1990) Religious traditions in Chinese civilizations: Buddhism
and Taoism. In Paul Ropp(ed) Heritage of China, pp. 138 - 163, Berkeley: Univ. of Ca. Press

3. Tu Wei-ming. (1990) The Confucian tradition in Chinese history. In Paul
Ropp(ed) Heritage of China, pp. 112 - 137, Berkeley: Univ. of Ca. Press

Developmental issues

1. Slote, W.H. (1998) Psychocultural dynamics within the Confucian family. In
W. H. Slote and G.A. DeVos (eds) Confucianism and the Family, pp. 37 - 51, Albany: SUNY
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2. Jordan, D.K.(1998) Filial piety in Taiwanese popular tﬁought. In W_H. Slote
and G.A. DeVos (eds) Confucianism and the Family, pp. 267 - 284, Albany: SUNY Press.

3. DeVos, G.A.(1998) Confucian family socialization: the religion, morality and
aesthetics of propriety. In W. H. Slote and G.A. DeVos (eds) Confucianism and the Family,
pp. 329 - 380, Albany: SUNY Press.

4. Miller,P., Fung, H. and Mintz, J.(1996) Self-construction through narrative
practices: a Chinese and American comparison of early socialization. Ethos, 24, 2, 237 - 280.

Contemporary issues

1. Schwarz, V. (1997) The pane of sorrow. In A. Kleinman, V. Das and M.
Lock (eds.) Social Suffering, pp. 119 - 148, Berkeley: Univ. of Ca. Press

2. Schwarz, V.(1991) No solace from lethe: history, memory and cultural
identity in 20th century China. In Tu Wei-ming (ed.) The Living Tree, pp. 64 - 87,
Stanford: Stanford Univ. Press

SectionII  Medicine and Healing in China

- 1. Sivin, N.(1990) Science and medicine in Chinese history. In Paul Ropp(ed)
Heritage of China, pp. 164 - 196, Berkeley: Univ. of Ca. Press
2. Unschuld, P.(1985) Medicine in China, Chapters 3, 4, 9.Berkeley: Univ. of
Cé. Press. '

3. Farquhar,J. (1994) Multiplicity, point of view and responsibility in traditional

Chinese healing. In A. Zito and T. E. Barlow (eds.) Body, Subject and Power in China, pp. 78
- 102, Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press

The Chinese point of view
1. Bai Jingfeng.(1998) Episodes in Traditional Chinese Medicine, excerpts,
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Beijing: Chinese Literature Press.

Psychology and Psychiatry: Mind, Body and Mind/Body
1. Farquhar, J.(1998) Chinese medicine and the life of the mind: are brains
necessary. NCMJ, 59, 3, 2 - 4.
2. Sing Lau(1996) Self-concept development: is there a concept of self in
Chinese culture. In Sing Lau (ed.) Growing Up the Chinese Way, pp. 357 - 374, Hong Kong:

Chinese Univ. Press

Chinese Perspective on Psychology and Psychiatry
1. Hu Hongyi (1996) Dredging psychotherapy: its relationship with traditional
Chinese culture and ancient Chinese medicine. Chinese Medical Journal, 109, 4, 322 - 326.
2. Shu-fang Dien, D. (1983) Big me and Little me; a Chinese perspective on
self. Psychiatry, 46, 281 - 286.
3. Qian Mingyi. Thoughts of Chinese Philosophy and Psychotherapy.
Unpublished Manuscript. Beijing

Western Perspective
1. Kleinman, A.(1986) Social Origins of Distress and Disease: Depression,
Neurasthenia, and Pain in Modern China. New Haven: Yale Univ. Press.
2. Pearson, V. (1995). Goods on which one loses: women and mental health
in China. Social Science and Medicine, 41, 8, 1159 - 1173

Section IT1 Chinese in the United States
1. Lin, J. (1998) Reconstructing Chinatown. MN, Univ. of Minnesota

Press.
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2. Hare, M.L. (1993) The emergence of an urban U.S. Chinese medicine.
Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 7, 1, 30 - 49.
3. Kaw, E. (1993) Medicalization of racial features: Asian American women

and cosmetic surgery. Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 7, 1, 74 - 89.
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FULBRIGHT-HAYS SUMMER SEMINARS ABROAD PROGRAM
Unit on Modern China
by
Thomas J. MacDonough
Lead Teacher

Norwood Senior High School
Norwood, MA 02062
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TRUE-FALSE PRE-TEST

(The purpose of the pre-test is to engender interest in and discussion about modern

China. It is not suggested that it be given as an actual test!)

1.

8

9.

The mayor of Shanghai boasts that one-fifth of the world’s construction cranes are
operative in that city on any given day

. Currently, there are 125,000 Chinese students studying abroad, half of them in the

United States

. The Chinese government announced in 1998 that half of all government employees are

to be laid off within the year

. Seventy-five percent of China’s population lives in towns or villages
. In 1998 China estimated that per-capita income was $660.00

. It is estimated that half of the 100,000 state-owned industrial enterprises are loosing

money

. Currently, there are 100 million floating day laborers who are ineligible for any social

benefits

. Ninety percent of drinking water in China is impotable

City dwellers are limited to having one child during their married life

10. During the “Great Leap Forward”, 1957-1961, it is estimated that 30 million Chinese

died

11. Freedom of religion in China is restricted to five faiths which are registered with the

government

12. It is estimated that the Chinese government spends $64.00 per student as opposed to

$7600.00 in the United States

13. Chinese schools register.300 million students, more than the entire population of the

United States

14. Three of the most popular American celebrities in China are Michael Jordan, Michael

Jackson and Madonna

15. Of China’s population of 1.2 billion, only seven percent are classified as minorities

- "
L
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16. China’s armed forces own 10,000 factories which employ 700,000 workers
17. Between 1978-1997 China’s economy has grown eight to ten percent each year
18. Beijing is sixteen times more polluted than New York

19. China has seven percent of the world’s arable land which must support twenty-two
percent of the world’s population

20. Chinese women have 11 million abortions each year, one for every two live births

(All of the above questions are TRUE)
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The following project offers an analysis of modern Chinese society. It presents an
overview of six levels of this society according to an acronym which I have used in my
teaching for many years, the PRIMES. These represent the political, religious, intellectual
(cultural), military, economic and social areas. This unit comes in four parts: first, a pre-
test which is contrived to engender classroom discussion and cause students to think
about the many critical problems which confront China. Second, there is the PRIMES
analysis which consists of a series of factual statements about modern China. Third, there
is a list of twenty-five projects which students can elect in order to demonstrate their
knowledge of China. And finally, there is an extended bibliography of sources which will
be helpful to anyone interested in understanding modern Chinese history.

POLITICAL

1. In October, 1998, China signed the International Covenant of Civil and Political
Rights but soon after she arrested Xu Wenli, a democrat who tried to found a non-
Communist political party.

2.  There are three branches of government in China, but the courts function as a
department of the executive and not as an independent check on the other two.

3. China has had three constitutions since 1949 which are more mission statements than
sets of fixed principles.

4. China covers an area of 3,700,000 square miles. The country is divided into twenty-
two provinces, five autonomous regions and four directly-administered cities. These
are divided into 2000 counties and cities. Each county has two dozen townships and
towns for a total of 33,000 townships and 16,500 towns. There are 800,000 village
governments. They average a little over 1000 inhabitants each.

5. China is not a federal system, and the government deals with provincial and
municipal governments by means of ad hoc agreements made after complex
bargaining.

6. At present, there is no viably legal party in China except the Communist Party, of
which there are currently 57,000,000 members.

7. The Communist Party has the power of appointment and supervision of government
officials.

8. One of the reforms of the 1980s was an attempt to separate the party and the
government, with the former making broad policies and the latter managing
everyday affairs. This ended after the Tiananmen Square Massacre of June 1989.
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9. The Party Congress has responsibility for setting policy, but this is actually done by
a half-dozen or so members of the Standing Committee of the Politburo.

10. The Chinese legislature, the National People’s Congress, is unicameral and consists
of 3000+ delegates who are elected for a five-year term. Annual meetings are held
in March. Usually, every proposal initiated by the Party and drafted by the Executive
is given unanimous approval.

11. The Judicial branch is joined to the Executive branch. Verdicts may be appealed to
the Supreme People’s Court, but this court cannot overturn a law. In 1997 a

presumption of innocence on the part of the defendant was introduced as well as an
enhanced role for the defense attorney.

RELIGIOUS

1. Only creeds which are officially registered with the government are allowed to exist.

2. The Catholic Church is officially cut off from Rome in favor of a “National”
Catholic Church controlled by the government.

3. Foreign nationals may not set up religious organizations.
INTELLECTUAL

1. There are 125,000 Chinese students studying abroad, half of them in the United
States. ‘

2. Currently there are almost 300,000,000 students in Chinese schools. Eighty percent
of elementary students go on to the middle school (sixth grade). All stay together for
three years, fifty in a class. Admission to upper school is by exam. Students are
assigned to vocational or academic programs at this time. Forty percent of
candidates go on to academic programs in grades ten to twelve.

3. There are 3,000,000 places in colleges and universities for over 70,000,000 people of
college age.

4. Currently, there are 150,000 doctoral or masters candidates.

5. Expenditure on public education is $64.00 per student, as compared to $7600.00 in
the United States. Education is compulsory for nine years, six primary and three
secondary. '
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10.

Until recently there were no tuition charges in Chinese public schools. Since 1992
the maximum has been $250.00.

Academic curriculum is standardized by the Ministry of Education; emphasis is on
rote memory with little attention to a liberal education.

Students who fail the college entrance examinations may retake them until they
reach the age of twenty-two.

Teaching is not considered a prestigious profession; entire classes of graduates fail to
show up for their assignments.

College students live eight to a dorm room which is usually designed for two
persons.

MILITARY

The Peoples’ Liberation Army is controlled by the Party’s Central Military
Commission (seven members) which, in turn, controls the Ministry of National
Defense.

In 1995 the military enrolled 3,200,000 men plus 700,000 members of the People’s
Armed Police. (U.S. has a total of 1,500,000 service persons)

Military budget is 15 billion dollars, or 3% of GDP.
The Chinese army owns 10,000 factories which employ 700,000 workers, down
from 30,000 factories with 3,000,000 workers in the 1980s. About one-third of these

enterprises are losing money.

Recently, the army has intervened twice to restore order, once in Tibet in March
1989, and again at Tiananmen Square, June 1989.

Military service is compulsory, but only about 10% of recruits are called up.
ECONOMIC

In the period 1978-1997 the Chinese economy has grown on an average of over nine
percent per annum. '

Per capita income in 1997 was $660.00.
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There are 100,000 state-owned industrial enterprises which employ 50,000,000
people. These represent 25-35% of GDP. Unfortunately, 50% of these operate at a
loss.

There are 25,000,000 collective enterprises which employ 500,000,000 people.
These include farming, manufacturing, transportation, and commerce. These are
licensed and taxed by the local government. :

There are also thousands of collective factories which employ 125,000,000. These
are small and deemed environmentally unsound.

There are 500,000 private enterprises in the cities which average fifteen workers
each. The private sector is the fastest-growing segment of the economy.

There are 200,00 foreign joint ventures which produce 25% of all exports.
Total foreign investment in 1993 reached 60 billion dollars.

There are 100,000,000 migrant workers, who are not entitled to public housing,
social benefits, or education.

Rural income is up three times since 1978, while city income has increased five
times.

Personal savings total 35% of GDP, most of which is held by China’s banks.
The rate of inflation is currently 6%.

China’s GDP for 1995 is $3.5 trillion as opposed to $7.265 trillion for the United
States.

SOCIAL

There are 56 ethnic groups in China, but Han Chinese make up 93% of the
population.

A strict birth control program is in effect; city families are allowed to have one child.
Rural families may have two, if the first child is female. Minorities may have as

many children as they wish.

In order to discourage infanticide, especially of female babies, the government has
recently banned sonogram tests.
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Although living space has doubled in the last 15 years, people still average less than
100 square feet per capita.

In 1994 the government passed a law calling for the sterilization of the mentally ill
and for the abortion of fetuses of those suffering from hereditary diseases or

abnormalities.

In 1996 one-third of couples living in Beijing divorced. However, it is very difficult
for women to remarry, as most men want virgin wives.

Ninety percent of Chinese cities are polluted when measured against Chinese
standards. Ninety percent of drinking water is non potable. In 1995 factories
discharged 37.3 billion tons of sewage and industrial waste into waterways and
coastal waters.

Two-thirds of China’s energy is supplied by the burning of soft coal.

There were 7,000,000 automobiles in China as of 1996 compared to 144,000,000 in
the United States.

In 1997 there were 630 road deaths per thousand in China as compared to 21 per
thousand in the United States.

In the last forty years China has lost 300,000,000 acres to deforestation and
16,000,000 to desertification. Another 40,000,000 acres are at risk.

There are 15,000,000 new births in China each year.
Life expectancy is currently 68 years for men and 71 for women.

The most popular American celebrities are Michael Jordan, Michael Jackson and
Madonna.
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TWENTIETH- CENTURY CHINA

STUDENT ELECTIVE PROJECTS

1. Students are asked to choose a problem from among the many suggested in the
PRIMES (political, religious, intellectual, military, economic, social) analysis of
modermn China provided in the previous outline. They should then create a report
which identifies the problem, its sources and consequences, and should recommend
solutions for this problem. Students should expand on the difficulties encountered in
trying to “solve” their problem.

The report should be written using appropriate footnote and bibliographical forms,
doubled-spaced, and word-processed. Students will give an oral summary to the class.
Students may choose a problem beyond what is implied in the handout/outline with
the approval of the teacher.

Additional projects relating to China are listed below.
2. Draw a chart showing China’s share of the world’s natural resources.

3. Draw a map indicating rivers, seas, provinces, and important cities. Explain to the
class.

4. Write a research paper analyzing the philosophies of Confucianism, Taoism, and
Buddhism and summarize for the class. (3 students)

5. Create a chart outlining the major political, cultural, philosophical and economic
accomplishments of the twelve major Chinese dynasties.

6. Do a report on the “Forbidden City.” Provide pictures of significant buildings and
explain to the class.

7. Create a collage representing China’s overall cultural accomplishments.

8. Create a collage and do a report on any of the four following areas: Chinese
architecture, porcelain, sculpture, or painting. (4 students)

9. Do a written report and oral summary on: the Opium War, the International
Settlements, the Taiping Rebellion, the wars with Japan, 1874-1900, the abortive
reforms of 1898, the Boxer Rebellion, or the Revolution of 1911. (7 students)

10. Debate the topic, “the impact of Western doctors, teachers, and missionaries helped to
weaken the Ching Dynasty and facilitated the Revolution of 1911.” (4 students)
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18.
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Debate the topic, “Confucian philosophy was instrumental in causing China’s failure
to keep up technically with the West.” (2 students)

Debate the topic, “Chiang was strategically correct in trying to defeat the Communists
before defeating the Japanese”. (4 students)
Do a report on Chinese-Soviet relations in the 1930s.

Report on battle conditions and army morale on the Nationalist side during the Civil
War, 1946-1949.

Debate the topic. “More U.S. aid could have prevented the Communist takeover of
China.” (4 students)

Do a report comparing standards of living in China in 1930 to standards at the present
time.

Report on China’s role in the Vietnamese War and her relations with North Vietnam,
1960-1975.

Do a report on China’s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 1966-1976.

Make a chart indicating the interrelationship between the Communist Party and the

" Chinese Government,

20.

21.

22

23.

24.

25.

Debate the topic, “China was justified in protecting her border during the Korean
War, 1950-1953.”

Debate the topic, “the U.S. was responsible for increasing Chinese xenophobia
after1949.” (4 students)

Report on the nature and implications of the United States Two-China policy.

Debate the topic, “Chinese Communism is closer to pure Marxism than was Russian
Communism.” (4 students)

Report on changes in China’s economy since the reforms of 1978.

Report on China’s invasion of Tibet, 1950 and her current relations with that region.
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