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Abstract

The Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Transiency and Stability Report has been

published by the Progam Evaluation and Research Branch for almost three decades.

Transiency refers to the number of students who enter and leave during the school year, and is

expressed as a percentage (rate) of the starting enrollment. Stability refers to the student
population that has remained in the school all year, and is expressed as a percentage (rate) of the

starting enrollment.

The formulas used for computing transiency and stability rates since 1987-88 include interstate
transfers whereas earlier formulas do not. In addition, there are fluctuations in data due to new

school programs and school reconfigurations (such as changes from junior highs to middle
schools) that should be considered when interpreting the data.

As in previous years, information has been gathered from all regular, special education, and
schools of choice. Rankin Firs were computed for each group with a district summary.

The data suggest that schools of choice had the highest stability and lowest transiency rates.
Conversely, senior high schools had the highest transiency and lowest stability rates.
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Back 2round Information and Introduction

The Program Evaluation and Research Branch (PERB) (formerly, Research and Evaluation
Branch) of Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) publishes a report that describes
student transiency and stability relative to school enrollment for a one year period.

Because transiency and stability are not reciprocal concepts, the sum of their rates is not required

to equal 100%. Each concept is computed separately, although some counts of students are
common to both formulas.

The stability formula does not include leavers in the 1st school month, nor graduates advancing
from one grade to the next.

The formula for computing transiency and stability was revised in 1987-1988 to include
interstate transfers. These rates are comparable to all rates through 1995-1996.

It is important to note that fluctuations in annual transiency and stability rates reflect more than
ordinary entering and leavin2. For example, changes in attendance patterns may result from new
school programs or reconfigured grades. Therefore, small shifts in the rates for individual
schools may be in response to extraneous factors. Large group data, such as cluster or district
totals, may reflect the most accurate and balanced index of transiency and stability.

Transiency and stability rates for special education schools continue to appear in this report.

Because special education schools have different attendance patterns than the majority of
schools. they do not appear in distnct totals. Carlson Hospital has an unusual pattern of entrants
and leavers: therefore its counts are not included in the special education summary.

Data for continuation and opportunity high schools, alternative education (except for alternative
schools) and work centers. community adult schools, skills centers, and children's centers are not
collected for this report because of either atypical patterns of entering and leaving or duplication

of student counts.

-
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Definitions

Entrants (E) in this report are students entering during the school year. with the exception of
those returning to the same school at the beginning of the school year (El).

Categories of entering students included in this study are:

E2 entering from another school within LAUSD

E3 entering from another California public school outside LAUSD

E4 entering from a nonpublic school in California

E5 entering from a school in another state or country

E7 enrolling for the first time (generally kindergarten or l' grade)

Leavers (L) in this study are students leaving any time during the school year, except those
gaduating (L7) and those leaving one grade or program to enter another in the same school (L1).

Categories of leaving students included in this report are:

L2 leaving for another LAUSD school

L3 leaving for another California public school outside LAUSD

LA leaving for a nonpublic school in California

L5 leaving for a school in another state or country

L8 leaving without giving the school enough information about destination or reasons: thus,
categorized as unknown, dropped. or other

Rank refers to ordenng the transiency and stability rates for schools or groups of schools listed in
Tables 1 through 6. with the highest rate receiving rank 1. Thus, rank 1 for stability indicates
greatest holding strength, but rank 1 for transiency indicates the highest mobility. Each table
contains unique rankings within its pattern that cannot be directly compared to other years'
rankings.

Rate refers to the percentage term calculated by the formulas for stability and transiency. A
school with a high stability rate and a low transiency rate has excellent holding power.

School Month refers to a penod of 4 weeks or 20 school days. There are 10 school months in 1
school year, usually covenng about 9 calendar months.

T COPY AVAILABLE
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School Year: see School Month.

Schools of Choice are part of the district's voluntary integration program. Each program
emphasizes a particular field of interest such as science, performing and fine arts, or business.

Gifted and high-achieving students may choose to study in programs that emphasize accelerated

learning and creativity.

Stability estimates the student population that has remained in the school all year. It is computed

by subtracting all school-year leavers from the starting enrollment, and is expressed as a
percentage (rate) of the starting enrollment. See Formulas.

Transiency refers to the adjusted number of entrants and leavers for the year. It is expressed as a

percenta2e (rate) of the 10-month enrollment averaged. See Formulas.

Formulas

The formulas for stability and transiency are explained as follows:

Symbols Used

AVG average enrollment of 10 school months (i.e.. sum of enrollment of month 1, month 2,
...month 10. divided by 10)

E adjusted number of entrants for the school year: this includes all E2, E3, E4, ES, and
E7 students for school months 2-10: excludes all Es in month 1; excludes all El
students for months 2-10

L adjusted number of leavers for the school year: this includes all L2, L3, L4, L5, and

L8 students for school months 2-10: excludes all Ls in month 1; excludes all LI

students for months 2-10

MI enrollment for school month 1

S stability rate for school Year

T transiency rate for school year

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



Formula for Stability

Stability equals enrollment for school month 1 less adjusted number of leavers divided by
enrollment for school month 1, times 100yieldinst a percentage term, the stability rate.

MI L
S x 100

MI

Formula for Transiency

Transiency equals adjusted number of entrants plus adjusted number of leavers divided by the
average enrollment for the 10 school months, times 100yielding a percentage term, the
transiency rate.

T =
E + L

x 100
AVG

Notes about the formulas:

All Es and Ls in school month I are excluded from consideration as separate categories
because they are already represented in the MI baseline enrollment.

"Adjusted number" refers to the inclusion or exclusion of types of E and L students, listed
under Symbols Used.

Es include the E5 cate2ory.

Ls include the L5 cate2orv.

S cannot be calculated if MI = 0. No stability rate will appear, and a starred footnote will
explain: "Value cannot be calculated because denominator = 0."

S cannot be validly calculated when MI < L. No stability rate will appear, and a starred
footnote will explain: "Value was less than zero." This condition is possible for a school
with an unusual pattern of entrants and leavers. The school may offer highly specialized
services to enrollees. Students begin their school year elsewhere but, after their exceptional
needs have been identified, transfer to the special school. If the services are short-term,
many students will rotate through the program during the year and return to their home
schools.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Thus, the special school's opening M1 enrollment can be zero or extremely low relative to
unduplicated counts of entrants and leavers later in the year. By progam default. the last
rank available within the school group is assigned to the "Ml <I.:' school. See Carlton
Hospital or Junior High (MI) Assistance progam.

Using the Tables

Overview results for the District appear in Table 1 and Figures 1 and 2. and results for

elementary schools. middle schools. senior high schools, special education. and schools of choice

follow in Tables 2 through 6. The schools are listed in alphabetical order, with numeric schools

first in the sequence.

For Tables 1 through 6, the headings are explained in the Definitions section of this report.

Please note that entrants and leavers represent accumulated totals for the entire school year.

Summary rates for transiency and stability since 1968 are shown in Tables 7 through 10. Rates

are directly comparable only within each table, but not between tables, because formulas were

changed periodically to improve validity.

Findings

The schools of choice as a whole show the highest stability rates and the lowest transiency rates

of all school groupings (Table 1). Conversely, senior high schools have the lowest stability rates

and the highest transiency rates overall.

As shown in Figure 1. there has been a small increase (2.92%) in stability rates at the district

level over the last 10 years. The stability rate rose from 77.74% in 1987-88 to 80.66% in

1996-97. although there was a penod of declining rates from 1987-88 to 1992-93. The largest

increase in stability rate was 2.5% between 1993-94 and 1994-95.

Although there were some small increases in transiency rates from 1988-89 to 1991-92. district-

level transiency rates decreased overall dunng the last 10 years, from 40.04% in 1987-88 to
34.76% in 1996-97 (See Figure 2.) The biggest decrease occurred between 1993-94 and

1994-95, (-3.89CH.
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Figure 1
District Transiency and Stability rates, 1987-1997
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Figure 2
District Entrants and Leavers. 1987-1997
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