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ABSTRACT

Because most college students enroll in college immediately
after completing high school, the percentage of high school completers
enrolled in college the October after finishing high school is an indicator
of the total proportion of that year's high school completers who will ever
enroll in college. The percentage enrolling not only reflects the
accessibility of higher education to high school completers but also shows
the value completers place on attending college as compared to working,
entering the military, starting families, or pursuing other interests.
Statistics are presented in data and graphs for 1972-1996, and-show the
percentage of high school completers ages 16-24 who were enrolled in college
the October after completing high school, by type of institution, family
income, and race or ethnicity. (EMK)
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Immediate transition from high
school to college

Since most college students enroll in college immediately after completing high school, the percentage of high
school completers enrolled In college the October affer finishing high school is an indicator of the total proportion
of that year’s high school completers who will ever enroll in college. The percentage enrolling not only reflects the
accessibility of higher education fo high school completers, but also shows the value completers piace on affending
college as compared to working, entering the military, starting farmilies, or pursuing other interesfs.

B Between 1985 and 1996, the percentage of high
school completers going directly to college in-
creased from 58 to 65 percent.

B Between 1985 and 1996, high school completers
from high-income families were more likely than
their counterparts from low-income families to go
directly to college after completing high school.

B Between 1990 and 1996, the higher the education
level of a student’s parents, the more likely the
student was to enroll in college the year after com-
pleting high school.

B The percentage of black high school completers
going directly to college increased substantially
between 1973 and 1995.

Percentage of high school completers ages 16-24 who were enrolled In college the October after
completing high school, by type of institution, family income, and race/ethnicity: October 1972-96

Family income'

Race/ethnicity?

Low

Middie

High White Black Hispanic

3-year
Annual average

Type of institution

October Total 2-year 4-year

Annual

3-year
Annual average

3-year

Annual  Annual Annual average

26.1 )
20.3 &)
312 &)
277 328
305 315
336 330
346 340
402 362
369  37.8
48.1 458
467 447
395 423
409 436
504 44
Mo 49
342 A3
48.6 A

1972
1973
1975
1977
1979
1981
1983
1985

49.2 — —
46.6 14.9 31.7
50.7 18.2 32.6
50.6 17.5 33.1
493 17.5 31.8
83.9 20.5 33.5
§2.7 19.2 33.5
57.7 19.6 38.1
1987 56.8 18.9 37.9
1989 59.6 20.7 38.9
1990 60.1 .20.1 400
1991 62.5 249 37.7
1992 61.9 230 38.9
1993 61.5 224 39.1
1994 619 210 40.9
1995 61.9 215 40.4
1996 65.0 23.1 4.9

45.2
40.9
46.2
44.2
43.2
49.2
45.2
50.6
50.0
564
54.4
58.4
57.0
56.9
57.8
56.1
62.7

450 &)
54.1 487
580 525
508 485
450  46.4
52.1 49.2
542 473
510 465
335 449
55.1 51.6
27 517
572 516
550  58.1
622 554
49.1 55.0
537 512
50.8 &)

24.6 &)
325 414
a7 44
495 468
467 453
27 404
382 379
22 396
522 445
534 482
468 489
464 472
82 501
556 515
508 525
512 526
56.0 &)

63.8
64.4
64.5
66.3
63.2
67.6
70.3
74.6
73.8
70.7
76.6
78.2
790
79.3
78.4
834
78.0

49.7
47.8
51.1
50.8
499
54.9
55.0
60.1
58.6
60.7
63.0
65.4
64.3
62.9
64.5
64.3
67.4

— Not available. Data for type of institution were not collected until 1973.

'Low income s the bottom 20 percent of all family incomes; high income
Is the top 20 percent of all family incomes; and middie income is the 60
percent in-between.

2 Included in the total but not shown separately are high school completers
from other racial/ethnic groups.

: Due to small sample sizes for the low income, black, and Hispanic
categories, 3-year averages were also calculated for each category.
For example, the 3-year average for blacks in 1973 is the average

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

percentage of black high schoo! completers ages 16-24 who were
enrolled in college the October after completing high school in 1972,
1973, and 1974. Thus, 3-year averages cannot be calculated for 1972
and 1996, and for groups of 3 years in which some data are not available
{e.g.. 1973-75 for the low income category).

NOTE: Details may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commercs, Bureau of the Census, October
Current Population Surveys.
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Percentage of high school completers ages 16—24 who were enrolied in 6ollege

the October after completing high school: October 1972-96
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* Low Income Is the bottom 20 percent of all tamily Incomes; high income
Is the top 20 percent of all tamily incomes; and middle income Is the 60
percent in-between. Dataon family Income were not avaliable In 1974,

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October
Current Population Surveys.
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Suggested cltation: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, The Condition of Ecucation 1998, NCES 1999-006.
Washington, DC: U.S. Govemment Printing Office. To obtain a copy of
the full volume of The Condalfion of Education, contact ED Pubs at
(877) 433-7827 (E-mail: edpubs@Iinet.ed.gov). The full indicator and all
supplemental tables and notes pertaining to this indicator may be viewed
at hitp://nces.ed.gov/pubs?8/condition98/c9807a01 .htmi.
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