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Introduction

few years ago | started an arganization, the

senior Partners Network, with a twafola aim,

First, | wanted Lo provide a human resource
tar children needing a close relationship with & loving older
person; secondly, | sought to enrich seniors’ lives by linking
them to these children through letters and electronic mail.
With the help of the Family Literacy Center, | launched the
Senior Partners Network (SPN) and its newsletter, THE
WHRITE PARTNER.

Since then many seniors have been sending notes, pic-
tures, cards, and letters to young people all across America:
both their own grandkids and unrelated junior partners, THE
VYRITE PARINER newstetter highlights their activities, ideas,
sample letters, and suggestions for children’s books.

Meanwhile, | have been notiting that vookstares frature
fowr Baoks on the art of grandparenting itself, and alimost
nathing on writing letters to grandkids. 5o | realized that
grandparents wanting a closer relationship with their grand-
children would benefit by the information, resources, and
netwaorking that THE WRITE PARTNER sharos. The result s
what you hold in your hands.

J




Waih Love., Grandme

This hook' goul is to help you
connect with your grandkids in a
warm and fun loving manner
through regitlar letter-writing. Most
grandparents try to stay in touch
with their grandkids. But especially
whon they are very young and distant,
talking on the phone is too momentary,
too fragmentary Lo build the relationship. So
how can grandparents remedy this lack? Write let-
ters! Send gquick notes! Use p-mailt

It this simple way of connecting to your grandchildren
appeals ta you, here are some mare reasens. First of all,
grandparents have the power to improve the lives of their
crandkids. We have conquered the Great Depression and
fought the wars that helped democracy spread across the
globe. Qur colleclive history gives us the idealism and tough-

ness to help young people find a much-needed sense of di-
rection. And we can do that through siimple writing.

Secondly, think of the mutual benefits that letter-writ-
Ing provides. Senior and junior writers share personal mail,
which is always welcomo. For a young child a letter is such &
special gesture, a grown up privilege, Do yau remember how
happy a piece of mail made you as a child? Children tend to
save letlers as a sign of their own importance, A lettor means
somenne was thinking of them, someone took the time 1o
send a message and expect a reply. Sharing words bonds
people, as surely as sharing food does,

Another benefit 1s the influence
that grandparents can subtly ex-
ert through letters. The influ-
ence of parents and teachers 1s
not alwayswelcomao, isit? Their
jobr is partly to tell kids what ta
do, what not to do.




Introciection

One of the pure joys of grandparenting is freedom from
the didactic rele; you dont need 1o shape behavior in that
direct way. You inhabit a spedial space heyond commands,
heyond discipling. You can send those consiant messages of
unconditional love that every child needs Lo thrive.

To hutld a sense of ane's own worth-—of self-esteem—
we all need those messages, What better way Lo send them
than through reqular letter-writing/

Of course grandparents can help a child develop charac-
ter loa. In fact fetters can build conscience sublly, by explor-
ing themes and issues that may inspire the child. Seasons
and haliday activities offer an easy springboard to the deeper
meaning of important cultural practices and how thay re-
fate to the child, Halloween can serve as an objoct lesson.
hy contrasting the ghost, vampire or rohot to their own
porsonalities, grandparerts can help grandkids realize the
sirength they have within,

*ﬂimwﬂ p—— ‘* Eﬂ




With Loue, Grardme

You canthereby encourage them to build the knowledge
and the charactor trails that will make themn strong indi-
viduals. Being ourselves means recognizing and develaping
aur own strengths, so we can ely on ourselves when life
inevitably challengrs us. 5o your Haltoween message might
be: "Enjoy your costume charader, then step back into your
shaes as a stranger porsen,”

Since children of all ages may be cxposed to troubling
prablems: -homelessness, drug addiction, violence, and
death—a frank but simple exchange of views may help a
junior deal with such trauma. Asking the junior what he/
she would do in a difficult situation encaurages the hahit
of self-exaimination that people of conscience must develop.

For teenagers, nows items may prompt an exchange
about maoral dilammas. tar example, those exposed 1o drug
pushers of their awn age musl learn how to resist the over-

o whelming peer pressure
- Jl to conform. Working
througk the pros and
cons ot asserting onc's
individuality may om-
power your grandchil.
dren to find their own
solutions to a range of

persanal problems.

Another satisfying
goal of the writing part-
nership is to show the
value of learning, ol
cducation and the
many gifts it brings.
Grandparents need not
preach in reminding
juniors that reading,
carcful observation,
problem-solving and




fritvoduction

knowing where 1o find information are skills for a hfetime.
Inguiries aboul school activities or interests the ciuild 15 de-
veloping may reinforce positive attitudes toward ali kinds
of learning.

As you will ser from the first chapter,
books and fileracy are a primary concern
far the Seniar Partners Network, [f's
hard to read and write letters if you can’t
read and write. So throughout this book,
vol i1l {find cach theme described, fol-
lowed by sample letters on thal subject.

Then come suggestions on where you
and your junior pariner can "Read all about
it!" ncouraging reading is the single most
cffective way to develop a young person’s
intelligonre. When you read a book to-
gether, it lets you share interesting ideas
that are immeoediately relevant to your
grandchiid.

Those of us in the Senior Partners Network hope that
you will stay in touch with your grandkids. Our nxperience
and suggestions may help lead you \o @ deeper, more satis-
fying relationship with your grandchildren. [Uis your Wis-
dom that will pass on to a yaunger generation that needs
the guidance you can provide. That quidance can and does
make a difference to aff of us. Happy writing!




Writing Letters
to Kids

-k

N

irst of all, you don’t need any special writing

skills to become a good letler writer. The most

effective letters aro brief, simple, and—most im-
partantly —in your own voice. Sample noles in this chapter may
help got yau started. But after surveying the possibilities, you
should find and develop your own tone, suited lo your per-
sonality, life, and relationship to the child. The main point af
writing is to remind juniers that you are thinking of them, you
are interested in their learning, and you want to help how-
EVEr YOu Lar.

Ta start, write regularly: once a month. As your exchange
develops it may become more frequent. For catehing and keep-
ing achilds attention, keep your letiers brief. Remember that
brief notes, if sent reqularly, will tonvince children you care
about their lzarning and their success.

Make sure (o include a legible copy of your address. If yau
are using e-mail, your messages include your e-mail address,
but you shauld type it into your first messages, sO your youny
person has a hard copy, in case of a computer ghtch.

etting to the post office for stamps may also slow your
partners responses, so why not include a hook nf stamps in
your introductory letter? This gift relays the message that you

7




Whith fove, Orondmea

are seriaus dbout keeping in touch, and gives the child a very
real sense of independence. Parents will also appreciate your
thaughtlulness,

THE IMPORTANT INFLUENCE
OF GRANDPARENTS

by Bob Keeshan
a.k.a. Captain Kangaroo

What our nation will he in the future depends very much
onhowwe inadull society treat our young people. When "Cap
Lam Kangaroa” first entered homes on October 3, 1955, it was
no acddent that the 28-year old actor who portrayed the Cap
tain resorted to the magic of makeup lo add 30 years 1o his
aclual age, and becaime a television grandfather to the {irst of
several generations of American children, | was that yaung,
28-year-old actar, and now, in the 28th yvear of broadcast for
the Captain, the extensive makeup is notl guite so nocessary. |
nave, quite literally, grown inta the pard,

It designing the program those many years ago, | wanled
to corminunicate to young Americans the pasitive values of
American life, to relay to them, to model for them, the king-
ness and gentleness which make it possible for us, as humans,
10 share a life in this world. { wanted (o excite them about
their future, to make them know that great accomplishment
was within theirreach, to cause young people to feel of value,
Lo know love.

To pass on such values | necded a vehitle, a canduit, and |
lrad always heen impressed by the warmth possible in the re-
lationship betwaoen a grandparent and child. Gray was added
to my then brown hair, and consequently warmth was added
Lo my tharacier 1t worked, and worked well. The inler-
gencratianal relationship, Captain to young person, was a val-
1%
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Writing Letters fo Kids

ved relationship then, and is valued 1oday hy the children of
those first children in the Captain’s audience.

The rofe of a grandparent in a child’s development is far
from static. As spcicty changes to accommodate new ideas and
atlitudes, so does grandparenting. What happens in our L0 -
ety to change the values inherent in the grandparent relation
ship? Some of the chanaes result from the way parents ireat
children. They are often too busy with wark 1o give their kids
the one thing they reqguire of adults: their time. Thus even
loving parents may ignore children in their ime of greatest
need and growth, Then, at a later stage of their development,
those children may be unwilling or unabie 1o communicate,

seniors offer rich patential for nurturing and positively in-

fluencing our young. If youngsters need to share time their
parents lack, a grandparent can give that time. Senors usually
have leisure, strong values, and unconditional love to qive
young people, Their own reward lies in the joys of tris special
connection. The intergenerational relationship is natural; if we
fail to foster it, “what
tools we morlals be”
The two generakions—
old and young are
in great need of each
other.

Source; "Old and
Young: Generations at
the Crossroads.” Testr-
mony  before  the
Hause af Representd-
tives, Sclect Com:
mittee on Aging,
Wednesday, Sept.

4, 1957




With ove, Crandmaoa

SENDING THE FIRST LETTER

Now let’s got starled! Here are same
useful guidelings:

1. Be yourself, but remember the
age of your pen pal. See the child de-
velopment chart on page 19,

2. Write simply and briefly, at least
until you knew ahout your junioar
partner’s interests. The younger the
child, the shorter your letters should be.

3. Fnjoy yeurselt. Tell jokes or per-
sonal stories.

A. Encouraqe learning subtly. Praise
curinsity. Show your own curiosity aboul the child’s world. Show
that you want to learn things together,

o Include piclures, news articles, information, even baoks.
Respond to the guestions your grandchild poses. The sooner
you get an answer back, the more effective you will be.

6o Be uphbeatl and positive, compliment the child whenover
possible,

Examples

Childrer’s ages naturally govern their view of the warld, as
does their experience, These sample letters try to reflect their
evolving experience, encouraging children to write responses
that match their maturity. All these Iettors cover several im-
portant thomes you can express repeatedhy:

I Care: | care about vou and your success.

2. Encouragement: Keop working now because it will pay
off in schoal and fater in iife,

3. Challenge: Can you fearn samething new? Will you
change your behavior to become betfor?

4. Loak to the future: The future can be the fulfitfment
of your dreams.

5 Remember the KISS principle when writing to chil-
dren, that is, Keep It Simplc!

10 1y




Writing [ etters to Kids

INTRODUCTORY
LETTERS

Ages 3-5
Snapshots of you and friends, your pets, your hause of sur-
roundings make your life vivid for distant children. You may
encourage an exchange of pictures by asking them to send
their drawings of things they hke.

Dear Penny,

Here s our darling cat inma, watching birds outside my
bedroom window. Sometimes she makes funny sgueaking
roises when she spots a robin. Do you think she's trying to
attract the bird inside? Please send me a drawing of your
pUppy Dagwood!

Cul out o cartoon from a newspaper and mail it with a
simple noto.

Dear Tim,

lsn't this funny? | laugh at it because | sometimes act
just as dumbr as this quy did. Why don't you send me a
cartoon that makes you laugh, and tell me why?

This simpie message tells your grandchild nof only that you
wartt to share enjoyable momaents with himser it also says

that reading & newspaper can be {fun,




Whth [owe, Grondime

For young readers, picture postecards otfer an automatic
topic. With a picture of your local library, you miught write:

Dear Alice,

Here's where | love to read a magazine or book. Can
you send me a picture of your likrary? |'d love to know
what you find there.

VVith this message you share hotlh interesting parts of your
community life and an enthusiasm far reading.

Ages 6-8

Therme; The First Letter
Messanes: Let’s learn 2uout cach other through ictures.
Vhat interests are you developing? Challenge: write often,

Dear Karen,

I'm so happy we're 4oing to write to each other! We will
learn a lot together in the moenths abead. 50 you <an learn
maore about who your Gramma redlly is, | am sending you a
brand new picture. What can you learn from it?

Why don't you send me 2 picture, too? | want to Know
vaou better. | like (swimming, sailing, fixing cars, etc.). What
do vou like to do?




Writing Letters to Rids

Theme: Let's Share [earning

Subtle messages: Reading is learning; | read o tol; you can
lrarn through reading.

Dear Danny,

Every time 1 read a book | learn semething helpful. You

g to school to learn ideas that will help you. Let's share
what we are [earning.

I'm reading about sailboats 50 | ¢can learn to sail better,
Bid you know that sailboats have a board in the middle
that sticks down into the water? That board keeps the wind
from pushing the boat sideways.

Mease tell me about something that you are learning in
school.

Ages 2-12

Themo Learn from traveling

Mossage: Reading schedules is the first step. How can we
use them?

At the airport recently | picked up this flight schedule. |
wondered how many planes fiy to your city each day.

If yvou could take a trip, where would vou like to go?

Does the flight schedule show 3y »u how you could get to
your desired city?

Maybe we could plan a trip tagether for the summaer.
Let me know what places interest you.




With [ ouve. CGrandnma

Ages 13-16

Theme: Learn through Reading
Subtle Messages: We learn all the time; books teach us; are
vau learning through reading?

Dear Susan,

I've been reading about sailing because | think sailboats
are beautiful, it amazes me, too, that a sailooat can go any-
where, no matter which way the wind is blowing. if | tearn
to use the sails and the winds together, | can sail anywhere,
even into the face of the wind --or at least close to it. A sail
warks much like the wing an an airplane does. As the wind
flows across it, pressure on one side pushes or lifts the
wing ar the sail. And away we go!

Whenever | start a new hobby, { learn about it by read-
ing or by askinyg someone to be my teacher. Are you read-
ing about something that interests you? Wny don't you write
me about it?




Whriting Letters to Kids

RESPONDING TO ERRORS

What if your partner sends you letiers fuil
of errors like misspellings ? How do you respond
positively to poorly written letters? First of all,
remomber your purpose inwriting is to express

loves, friendship, and encouragement. You don't want to give
tho impression that writing letters is a tost of skills,

Sccondly, you want to praise your grandchildren for shar-
ing ideas, not scald them for errors. The best way {or you o
help is to respond with the correct spelling of the words they
misspelled. In other words, be a good model.

Letters From Ages 6-8

Dear Gramma,

[aminsecungrad. Tk fo
lern math. 1 Itk fo wak tv. Hr
is @ pikcher T drew Inthe
piks‘faer] arv 10 my hous.

|r;:'~.{, EmFI}r

Dear Emitly,

Thanks so much for your letter. | liked reading it. I'm
very glad you like learning math. I'll bet you are good at it
too. What math arg vou learning in the second grade?

Your picture is fine. | put it up on the wall, 50 | can see
what you and your house look like. Here is my picturg of
tme and our cat Henry on the front porch.

Please write back soon. | love vour letters!

m:—ud




With Love, Grandma

Letters From Ages 9-12

Dear Gramps,

[ am sending you a pichur of
myself. My moms boyfrend
Took the picure. Tl'qey broke
up. I dont have a favrit
! Eubge»::f' inscoel. Itisborin ]

[T

like To p|a}r Ninteade. Tm 950&
atit My uncle Beb works in a
Fac’f‘ory ke you used to.

love, Jason

Dear Jason,

Thanks for your lefter, and for the picture of yaurseif,
Yo ook like you would be a very good baseball player.

Do you like to play basebali? | ltke to watch the Cubs
games on TV, My favorite player is Ryne Sanburg. What team
do you like best? Do you have a favorite player?

Your cousin Kevin also fikes to play Ninfendo. Please
write and tell me about the games yau are best at playing.
Do you ever read Nintendo magazines? Kevin goes to the
library to read them. He says that way he doesn't have to
spend all of his allowance on them.

Please write soon. Your letters are great fun!




Writing [.etters to Kids

Letters From Ages 13-16

Fear Granny,

| wapna to go to college awnd he a
[awyer wher 1 grow up. My wom says|
wood be goed at if besause | |lke to
argue. My slster and | always argue, If |
cant go to [aw ¢ollege, then | want fo
becowe a cosweticlan fike aunt Joan

Ulke 0 dress nice and look nlce. Mot
too dressy byt not Too wessy elther, |
also ke to hawg out with wmy friends,
Thats the best thing ahout school.

The second best thing about scheol ls
english, | like my english teacher hes eool.

Thanks for wrliing,

love, Janlne

Dear . i,

Thanks for tefling me about your plans for the future. |
think it's crucial to develop & skill and to do your jub well,
whatever it is. My father used to say that the only thing you
can never inse is what you know. Wow, was he <. ¢r rightl

I'm sure you weuld be a good lawyer or a yood cosme-
tician. You will need to g0 to school for both professions.

Tell me mare about your English class. What do you like
the mast about the class?

1 miss and love you!

fld 17




With Love, Grandima

HOW KID5 CHANGE
AS THEY LEARN AND GROW

Cvery younag porson reaches milestones
al different ages, but hore are some gen-
eral rutes to keep inmind when writing,

In the early years (ages three 1o Tive)
children love fantasy and fairy tales more
than they enjoy reading about how sac-
cer is played. At this age thoy enjay us-
ing tanguage and delight in chanting
predictable phrases and rhymes.

No ane ever gives up the pleasure of
fantasy. but at six and seven, kids begin
ta sort out the difforences between fantasy and reality. They
bogin to understand the importance of their families and of
significant peopla in their lives, Books about sleeping outside,
pets, and friends intorest kids of this age, especially if they can
read by themselves. In their eighth and ninth years, children
became more interested in using books and writing for infor-
mation about real peaple and ovents,

By the time children reach the age af ten or eleven, they
have a better understanding of historical Lime, and can project
themselves into times and places thal were req i They enjoy
learning about people who lived in the past under conditions
different from theiro . That's why blographies and fistori-
cal fiction are popular with these kids,

Between twielve and fourtoon, most kids tumble and scream
their way into puberty. They hecome interested in the oppo-
site sox and are generally very involved with and influenced
by their pecrs. Their critical thinking skills also ray take a ma-
jor leap; they are now able to develap principles for judging
penple and situations.

Keep the chart on the nextl page {ar an easy reference to
these changes, Knowing development palterns will help you
write more effectivaly 1o your young pen pal.

Fyn-
o h_J
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HOW CHILDREN DEVELOP

Skills

Characteristics Interests

Aot Acropt what isin
15 ooyl and an 1Y
15 rival.

Enjoy magic ang fan Read pickuces te heln
tasy characters; like terlf storios; oasily

using languaage and mrmerize rheymes and
wiordd pilay. redictatile phyases

Fripoy stovies abeol | Able to figure ot the
“roile”, s oprint carias

doginring Lo sart
andt Tantasy andd picaple ard situa-
roealisy tions ihat they Lan PLeAnI NG, Mmoo
rlale 1o gratterrs and rely
hoavily e previous ex
perienee with a hoak,

Lrdesstand Lo Frtirested in fars Krrew b Lo reard, ot
dliffesenee L ardd infarnatian l[ack the staring
twaizn fantasy about roal necded For lang nowvels;
WIS RATETHIS neogle aod curnts. meed the suppart of
pictures and familiar
woeabiulary.

Urderstand time | Emjey tedreirgg atanin Al Ly segulenoe
and indidents in real peopic and evenlys and mentally or
terrrnis of then evenly that took ganiae infarmdation s
and nnw. vlace lang age. theat i migkes sEnse;
aile to project self into
rea time and places.

Adle Lo "feel” and cm-
pathiire with athers
wha are "gaing
throwegh the same
1hiregs.” Reading takros
R d WEEREr <rasIning.

Relationships are 4 Enjoy characters that
irnjartant; de share 1hair pwn
velaping principles | yrpylems, concenns,
by whnch to anti fentirgs.
judee others.

Can think abont mwhal
mig@t he' or what iy
possibic, Reading
abazut abetract Heas
leads taidealism for
this age groug.

Brecoming self-as- | Interesicd inoexplor
serlive, yotrely ing afternative Mo
Biravily an poeer- rexles ane valuos,
ornn supnn .




With [Lone, Grandma

BOOK SHARING

Barbara Putrich and hor teenage
dauahter have come closer together
by daing one simple thing: they read
the same book and talk about it Jerry
Nugent and his son did the same thung.
“| hawve sean wondarful changes,” says
Mugent, “in aur family and in the oth-
ers sharing books with their children,”

A recent study snows that adults can discuss all kKinds of
events with kids without the preachy tone so often assacialed
with such conversations. The participants focused on a book
they were reading, nething more. Now why would that make
siich a difference?

The action in a book stands outside the adult child rela
tionship. Parent or grandparent and child can thus talk about
fun things or hathersome events without a threat to their per
sonal relationship. If each persen gives the other the courtesy
and freedom to react to the story events, thoy will express
their feelings, ideas, and convictions without any direct impli-
cations about themselves. For examgple, a young child can sym-
pathize with the fears of a fictional child without fearing ridi-
cule for being a baby -as might happen te the reader in his/
her own family.

An adult can predict ugly conseguences for a story charac-
ter who skins schoaol.
Yot that sama predic- |
tion about yuur |
granacchild would
probably offend the
child. With a story
character, the adult
can cxpross values as
an ohserver. Hefshe
makes no prediction
or judgment about
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Writing letters Fo Kids

the behavior, Whatever the grandparent says reflects the ac-
tions af a story character, The grandchild abmrha the paint,
however, without feeling allacked.

Buok conversations between child and adult roveal they
have Lhoughts and feelings, joys and sorrows that the other
ey nol perceive otherwise. They begin to develop a respect
tor each other, cven if they disagree.

Since time slins easily through our fingers, many people
clarm they don't have time to read and discuss books with ¢hil-
dren. Prahably they believe that book-sharing requires tengthy
exchanges. Quite the contrary. | recommend snort books and
shaort messages about them, make your hook exchanges brief
and fun.

As a letter writer, you can also wse book-sharing as @ way
of holding valuable writlen conversations. Why not ask your
grandchild about reading a book together, and then sharing
waur thoughts about it as you progress? You may want to send
himfer an inexpensive bhook as a way of starting your book
canviersations. If you do, selecl somoething that is age-sppro-
priate and fits the child's intarasts,

Book sharing often produces great benefits for the adult
and the child who try it Mutual communication is a starter.
Thaon there is the high probability that you will find books you
hath enjoy. Who knows? Your may rodiscover the wonderful
world of children’s books.

Finding Interests

Here is a list of questions about children's interests from
CONNECT! How To Get Your Kids To Tafk 1o You, a book pub
lished by the Family Literacy Conter. You can copy and send
this list to your grandchildren, or use it to help ¢hoase a hook
for you and your pen pal lo read and discuss,

Takirng an inventory of both the child's and your own cur
rent passians is a good way to guide {without dominating) the
choice ol reading material. Makimg a list of your likes and dis-
ikes enables you and vour grandchild to set sume lirnits on
what each of you is and is not willing 1o read,

L 21
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INVENTORY OF INTERESTS

What do you like to do most?

What is your favarite thing to do wilh your family?
What are your favorite animals?

Vifhat things do you like to collact?

Which books are your current favorites?
Magazines or newsmﬂperﬁ?

Comic books or comic strips?

Circle the kinds of books you hke most,

fairy tales picture oooks
FGINANCes adventure
poetry jokes/riddles
science fiction detective stories
sparts novels how-to books

books about growing up
autohiography and biography

Wha is your favorite character 1o read about?
What do you ike about that character?
Which TV shows or movies do you enjoy watching?

Vihat are those shows about?

22
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Writing [etters to Kids

READING AND SHARING LETTERS

In letters to your grandchild, why not mention something
yol have read recently, expressing your leelings about the
ideas, ovents, or characters in that book or article? Then en-
courage your pen pal to send back histher feelings about a
book. in your own way you can premote reading books as @
source of ideas and a way of communicating with other mem-
heors of the family. The people who inlerest hoth you and your
grandchild arn probably compelling personalities parily be-
cause of the reading they do. Why not say so in your letiers?

Ages 3-5

Dear Natasha,

[ just saw an ABC book called THE ANIMAL ALPHABET
ECOK. Each letter looked like some animal. "A”" was an alli-
gator, “B" was a butterfly, "C” was a cat. It made me laugh
to see all the animals twisted into the shapes of letters.

Have you read any books lately? Will you tell me about
the book, or send pictures?

fry
1-...-"
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\With Love, Grandina

Ages b-8

Dear Drew,

Do you tell others about the books you read? | get
all kinds of good ideas from boaks, Did you know that
someg birds live in big cactuses in the desert? | have
wondered how | would live if | got lost in the desert.

Please tell me about a baok you are reading. I'm
sute you are learning some interesting things.

Ages 9-12

24

Dear Daniel,

When | was your age, there were no computers,
Most informalion was available only in a book. | just
read THE CLIENT, by John Grisham, the story of a boy
who saw a crooked lawyer commit suicide. Before he
died, he told the boy where the body of a well-known
palitician was buried and who murdered him. Both the
mob and the police chase the boy to try to 9. he
information from him. A woman lawyer uses all kinds
of legal tricks to protect the oy, her “client.”

| learned some new twists to an individual's legal
rights through this book. Have you read anything in-
teresting |atehy?




Witing Lefters to Kids

Ages 13-16

Dear Daryl,

! was just reading a story that made me think of you. In
it two brothers don't get along well, One (s handsome and
athietic; the oiher facks strenugth and looks fike any ordi-

nary guy. You can see why there might be tension between
these two brothers.

As | read this story, "Chinese Handcuffs,” [ was hoping
you and yvouir brother weren't having the same kinds of
problems. That's one of the advantages [ find in reading
books: they help me think about my life and the people
around rme. | hope 1 make better decisions as a result of
thinking about the characters in a book.

Have you read anything [ately that stirred you up?

SELECTING A BOOK FOR YOUR GRANDCHILD

Many people can name a book

P Y , -
that has greatly influenced their Lives,
7 8] jz i Thoyoften refer to the Bible or some.
i l) ather religious book, or to a novel that

N
4
~

has convinced them to pursue an ad- *
venture that they previously lacked
the courage to undertake. Reading a
book may held a personal meaning;
bul the major reason parents and
grandparents encouraqge reading liesin its power to develop a
successful person,

Through reading we gain joy, knowledge, and career suc-
cess. Being fluent readers and knowing how to find and use
infarmation sets us aparl from those who have not achieved
those skills. That advantago is becoming more evident overy

q
1/~
q
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With [ ooe, Grandma

day. Readers have a stronger sense of personal worth than
non-readers. They are also mere likely to enjoy the good things
in life than those who can’t or won't read. And the habit of
reading gives a perimanent inner reseurce. [or those reasons
alone, we should do whatever we tan to promote reading
among our children,

Followe these brief guidelines in selecling hooks for yow
qrandihildren;

1. Surround them with Books
Send thrern books {rom the library, from the hookstore, from
grandma’s altic. Keop the book: coming.

2. Converse about Books

Encourane parsnls or oider peers to read aloud to children,
nomatter their age. Thon talk abkout the story. but make it a
conversation, netl a lest. Write tn your grandchild about the
biooks vou read, and ask what sthe finds intoresting about them.

3. Select appealing Bnoks

Children’s inlerests change naturally as they grow and de
veiog curiosity: from picture books for young children to neigh
borhoad adventures in the early arades, to personal friend
ships in the pre-teen yoars.

4. Give short, easy Books

Don't overwhelm a child with difficult reading. Unftil you
are sure the chitd wants more challenging material, give hooks
thatl are gquick, fun, and easy ta read. That doosn't mean you
shouldnt give reference books as gifts, but don't give difficult
books when you want the child to read for pleasure.

5. Expand horitons

Use book buying as an upporlunity to expand your
grandchild's views. Remember, books offer our quicke: t, most
nawaerful vehicle for new experience. Information, humor, fan.
tasy, adventure, prablem-solving: all can pop out of a hook.

6. Ask your grandchild

Finally, but most importantly, ask for suggestions, What does
s/he want and need?

r":l .

)
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Book Sharing Gpens Communicatian

Thousands of grandparents across the country have discov
eredd 3 great way to open up communication with their grand.
children by reading and sharing hooks. You ¢an do the same
with your grandchild, Have him/her select a book you both
can read. As you read, write to each other about the baok. Do
you both like it? How do you feel about the characiers? What
do you think will happen next? Does the book have any spe-
cal meaning far yau? Place as much value on the child’s feel-
Inggs af opRINIcns as you da on your own.

Have you cver noticod how much people have to tell each
other when they discover they have read and liked the same
book or secen the same film? Fheir conversation seems ener.
gized by the common experience af a story they have shared.
You and your young pen pal might enjoy sharing your ideas
about one of the fallawing bhooks, which all deal wilh writing.
Grandparents can send a copy of the book to their grandkids,
ar ask them if they know how to find the book in the public
library. What a greatl way to begin your new lotter cannec-

tion! Of course you can {ind many maore books on all topics
suitable for kids al the library and on the Waorld Wide Web.

If you and your grandchild have enjoyed sharing a book,
please write or call, and we will include it in our Senior Part-
noers newsleller. Qur address and phone number are at the
cnd of the book,




With [Love, Grundma

BOOKS TO SHAREL

For Ages 3-5

DEAR BEAR, by Joanna Harrison (Lerner Books, 1994;
$6.9%. Katie is afraid of the bear that lives under the stairs in
her house, until they exchange letters and she finally gels o
meet him.

ARTHUR'S PEN PAL, by Lillian Hoban (Harper Collins,
1982) $3.50. (Also Haroer Audio, 1990} $6.95. When Arthur
recoives a photograph from his pen pal Sandy, he changos his
ideas about big hrothers and little sisters.

Far Ages b-8

FVYERY MONDAY IN THE MAILROX, by Louisa Fox
{Ferdmans Publishing, 1995) $15.00. Melinda looks forward to
the lotters she receives from her favorite neighbor, whe has
moved into a nursing home, When the elderly woman dies, it
takes time for Melinda to find a way Lo stop missing her.

CLEVER LETYERS, by Laura Allen (Pleasant Co., 1997)
19 .95 Have fun with the way you write! This entertaining guide
shows how to create pretzel letlers, smoosh-cards, invisible
messages and more.




Whriting Letters to Kids

For Ages 9-12

DEAR MR. HENSHAW, by Beverly Cleary (William Mor-
rovy, 19971 55.95. In his letiers to his favorite author, ten-year-
old Leigh reveals his problems in coping with his parents’ di-
voren, being the new bay in school, and generally finding his
own place in the world.

For Ages 13-16

BEETHQVEN LIVES UPSTAIRS, By Barbara Nichol {Or-
chard Books, 1984) 31595 Letters thal Christoph and his uncle
exchange show how Chiistoph's foelings for M Beethowven,
the cccontric boarder in his home, change from anger and
embarrassiment to compession and admiratiaon.
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CHRISTMAS

GIVING GIFTS OF TIME AND SELF

he older we get, the more we realize how precious

time is. Not that we have to measure out the min

utes fike dollops of yold, yet we often speak of
“wasting time” as if we had frittered away a2 commodity.
Rather, we begin to reaiize that we define ourselves by the
way we spend our time.

Holidays often prompt people te write letters, Perhaps that's
berause of fond memaories we have about our celebrations. At
holidays relatives gather, good food brings pleasure, and we
retell stories. Because we remembier all those good things, we
want to write to those people who shared those experiences,
or tell a friend why this particular holiday matters e us. By ail
means, Use these occasions to connect moaningfuily with your
grandchild. Recounting past haliday activities will help define
your past and make it interesting to the child,

in the season of hotiday gifts, the seasen when we give
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symbels of Triendship, family, and love, we naturally think of
our priorities and the ways we spend our energies. Typically,
New Year's Day reminds us to order our priarities as we roe
solvre 1o bocome better people, This season opens our minds
to self examination, How do we want to spend our energies
in the months ahead?

If wee are employed, of course we must make & majar caom-
mitment to the job that pays our hills. But what ather priori-
ves do we hold? Are we willing to give time to what we he-
lieve is important? As we think of the broad areas where we
want to improve ourselves, where do we want to put our en-
ergies over the next fow months? This chart may help us 1o
visualize where and how much energy we are witling to spentd.

| <an't list all the possibilities here, Dot this gives us a start.
Fach of us can expand an the categories as we think about our
own beliefs and priarities. Naturally, we have included writing
to kids as a priority for all of us. By thinking through our pri-
orities, we can st the concrete things we will do to carry out
aur belinds, and we ¢an assign the time and energy those ac-
tivities will take.

Personal Growh mportance to me Artivities for the
Categories (Rate from 1 o &) next 3 rnonths

Flealth and exeroisg

Snoiritual life

Family togetherneass

—_———— g -

People in neerd I

Knowledqe/Skills

Writing to children
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CELEBRATING WINTER HOLIDAYS

As our American population becames increasingly diverse,
we gain awareness of the different holidays celebrated around

the country. In the past do-
\! cade, many Asians and Middle
'\ = Eastern peaple have settled in

the United States, They hring
with them their pwn rich holiday traditions and holy days,
which confirm their sense of identitly.
We can use the traditional Christmas
and New Year's scason to stimulate us to
senk informalion about cultural ar eth
nic holidays new to us, Whether the holi-
day has roots in Asia, one of our Native
American nations, or another religion
practiced in our neighbiorhood, we have much to learn about
the holidays of the citizens around us.
Send a letter to your grand-
- . child describing your own in-
%1’“1}?@“1“““}1'“1 yestigation int:?ayhuliday, then
challernge himfiwer to find out
zhout a culturat holiday or holy day and inform you about it
by mail, You may suggest ways your young pen pal tan locate
informatlian: an encyclopedia, li-
hrary books, talking with people
who celebrate the holiday, telovi-
sion documentaries, and so on,

A Sample List of Holidays

By describing a holiday fromanother culture, you can com-
bine education with holiday activities. Here are descriptians
ot a few holidays commanly colebrated in the United States,




With [ oue, Grandmuo

Noviy Gode: Russian Now Year

For several generalions, the higgoest cul-
tural celebration in Russia has been the be-
ginning of the Now Year, In preparation for
the holiday, people decorate evergroen
trees with lights and ornarnents. They build
sculptures and ice houses,

The holiday begins with parties at offices
and workplaces on the afternoon of Decein-
ber 31. That evening, everyone walches tele-
vision to hear the speech of the President,

who wishns a gaod life to all in the New Year Many {familics
give parties for their friends and relatives. They eat special foods
such as goose, turkey, and holiday cakes.

The falk figures Ded Moroz (Grandfather Frost) and his
granddaughter Snegourochka {the Snow Maiden) bring bags
ol gifts to put undoer the tree for the little children.

Navidad: Christmas in Mexico

People in Mexico also celebrate the Chirist-
ras season, Navidad. Families beogin the holi-
day by setting up nativity scenesin their homas,
Another way Mexicans honor the hirth of Jesus
Is with neighbarhoeod visits called posadas, Ev-
ery night from December 16 to 24, groups of
people dressed as Mary and laseph go from
house to house asking for a place to stay. Fi-
nally one family lets them in, and everyone has
a fiesta.

At the parlies cnildren break open the pinafa, a papier-
maché container shaped like an animal and filled with candy
and toys, The pifiata hangs from the ceiling, and the children
cover their eyes, taking turns to try breaking it with a stick,
After it opens everyone rushes to collect the candy. Special
foods for the Christmas fiestas include tamales, made of corn-
meal wrapped in corn husks; hufivelos, deep-fried pancakes;
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roast turkey; and atefe, a diink that is made from cormnmeal
and cinnarnon.

At midnight an Christmas Eve, whaole families go ta church
for a special sarvice, the Misa def Galfa, to welcome the birth
of lesus. Christmas Day is guict, hut the scason does not end
until lanuary 6, the Day of the Three Kings (£f Dia de fos Keyes).
Children put out emply shoes the night before, and in the
morniing thay find the shoes filled with prosents.

Kwanzaa

Kuvanzaa is the Swahiliword for “First
Fruits.” ln 1966 Maulana Karenga, & pro-
fossar of Black Studies at California State
University, created this non religicus cel-
ehration of family and social values. By
¥ the early 1990s Kwanzaa had more than
5 ridlion participants worldwide,

Fach day of Kwanzaa, from Recem-
ber 76 to lanuary 1, celebrates one of
seven principtes: unity {omoja), self delermination
{(kujichagulia), collective respoensibility (ufima), cooperative
ceanomics (Ufamaa), purpose (nig), creativity (kuwenfa), and
faith [frnani}, Each evening family members gather to light a
candle an the kinara, o seven-branched candelabra, and dis-
cuss the principte of that day; often they exchange gifts. On
December 31 the family joins others in the community for a
feast called karamu,

Other winter nolidays cefebrated around the world pro-
vide an interesting rescarch projedt for you aned yotir grand-
child. Here are a few suggostions:

Tet Nguyen-Dawn: Lunar New Year celebrated in China

Leddat Qrthodox Christmas celebrated in Fritrea

(Saurces: INTERNATIONAL HOUDAYS AND DBRSERVANCES, by
Martha | Berg, 1992; FNCYCLOPEDIA BRIT TANICA nonline.)

4’1 ! I
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||
W CHRISTMAS SEASON LETTERS

Ages 3-5

Dear Carla,

Are you enjoying the holiday season? 1t {s fun to see
family and friends. | wish | could be there. Whom do you
like to spend your time with? Be sure to tell that person
how much he or she means to you.

Will you please send me a drawing of that person?

Dear lustin,

in December it turns cold here. We usually have some
snow before Christmas. How is your weather? Are you do-
ing same special things for Christmas?

Will you try 1o make someane happy by the way you
act? | would really Jike to hear about some nice thing that
you did for one of your friends or scmeone in the family.

I'm enciosing an envelope, 50 you can mail me a letter
right away.




Heolteday Letters

Ages 9-12

Dear Joni,

Have you noticed all the holiday decorations in the
stores now? Have you decorated your house or classroom?
What holiday activities do you have in 5¢hool?

When | was in school we decorated our classroom with
snowflakes. We folded paper and then cut different shapes
from it. When you unfold the paper, it looks like a snow-
flake.

Will you make me a snawflake, so | can decorate my
house?

Ages 13-16

Dear Josh,

In high school | had a friend from Mexico, She celebrated
la Virgen de Guadalupe, which means Qur Lady of
Guadalupe. She told me about all the different activities
that she participated in to celebrate this holiday.

Do you have friends with different cultural backgrounds?
Have you ever visited them during one of their holiday cel-
ebrations? Please write me about your friends’ culture.
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HOLIDAY READING AND VIEWING

You can send these books and videos 1o vour grandchild,
then exchange reactions to them in letters. Facourage the
parents 1o watch the video with the child, so you can alf share
the conversalinon about them.

For Ages 3 and up

HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS, by Dr. Seuss (Ran-
dom House, 1997} $2.75, The Whos in Whaville love Christmas,
but the Grinch doesn™, He tries Lo foil their festivities by stealing
the trees, gifts, trimmings, food, and tinsel. The Whas show the
Grinch that their celebration doesn't come from 4 store.

DR. SEUSS" HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS, The
video (\Warner Brothers Home Video) $12.95. Baoris ¥arloff,
Chuck Iones, and Dr. Seuss himself bring this animated tale to
fife. A sprcial feature s Lthe Seuss sang “You're a Mean One,
Mr. Grinch. "

JINGLE BUGS, by David Carter (Simon and Schuster, 1992)
15 Jingle bugs, Jingle bugsfingle all the way/Hore's a merry
pop-up talef To gladden Christmas Day. (Yes, there really is a
Sants bug!}

THE SNOWMAN STORYBOOK, by Raymond Briggs (Ran-
dom House, 199714325, Delightful fantasies all about the lives
of snowmen.

THE POLAR EXPRESS, hy Chris van Allsberg {Houghton
Mitflin, 19806 $18.95% A magical Christmas Eve train ride to the
North Pole, this boek won the Caldecoll Award. Book and audio-
tape, $24.95. The CD-ROM edition is narrated by Garrisan Keillor,
and has ofiginal music and state-of-the-art animation.
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For Ages 6-8

WE CCLEBKATE MANNUKAH, by Bobbie Kalman
(Crabiree Publishing, 1986) $8.9%, Fxplains the traditions of
the Jewish Festival of Lights. Presenis songs, poems, stories,
recipes, garnes, activities, and celebration ideas.

THE GOLDEN CHRISTMAS TREE, by Carole Gerber
(Willowisp Press, 1994) $3.50. This beautifully illustrated book
tells the story of a family of spiders and how they gave a golden
Christmas tree to a family of peoplo.

For Ages 9-12

THE BEST CHRISTIMAS PAGEANT EVER, by Barbara
Robinson (Harper Collins, 1988) $3.95. According to THE DEN-
VER POST, “outrageaus, lively, funny, and wonderful. The
Christrmas story takes on a strangely moving depth of mean-
ing and shines through with a new brilliance.”

A RUGRATS CHANUKAH. Paramount/Nickelodeon Video.

$12.95. Those pepular Rugrats star in this tale full of history,
laughs and adventure. As the actors play out the Maccabees’
Hiblical struggle against King Antiochus, the Rugrats become
involved in a mysterious struggle of their own. Education and
fun for the whaole family.

For Ages 13-16

A CHRISTMAS CAROL, by Charles Dickens (Pocket Books,
1997) $3.99. One of the most popular Christmas stories, per-
haps the maeny stage and screen versions may make you anu
your youngsier curious to read the original tale.

THE GIET OF THE MAGI, by 0. Henry (Random House,
1996) 41499, A classic tale of total generosity that expresses

selfloss love, Sharing it with children helps them find porsonal
meaning in the holiday.

I¢ ™~
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THANKSGIVING
IN SEARCH OF SUSTENANCE

Thanksgiving may be the
friendliest of all American holi-
days. It brings families togetheor

aver food to give thanks and ta
celebrate the tamily’s sense ol

comrmmunity. Querall, a Thanksgiv-
ing gathering of family members
reassures individuals, esnecially
chitldren. They see old and young
Jairrin g cammon gesture of friendship and support. These
famtly meals seem to represent a oyclical stability, a gentte af
firmation that there are anchors in life,

Is it unportant far children to feel that their family is se
cdre, that it will survive to support them? A rocent study by
researchers atthe University of Miami and Florida International
Liniversily asked elementary schaol children what worried them
most. More than fifty percent of the children said their most
frequent worry was about their family and its survival. The
intensity ol canbdren’s fears about their family exceeded the
intensity of their worries about other social lupics —appear-
ance, future events, fnends, and health. I fact, their concern
tar the stability of their family, for the threat of divorce and
related fears, was as intense as was their warey about disaster
and physical harm, (Silverman et al, 19945)

Nurturing Family

Almost by definition, the family nurtures young children.
Because human children mature more slowly than animals, the
human famtly spends a muach langer period caring for its young
than animals do. Some might say the family cares for its own
from hirth to death. That sense of support provides reassur-
ance among the family members. Family holidays, such as
Thanksgiving, ease the worries that children have about the
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futuie of their family, for then they see children, parents, grand-
parents and other relatives forming a mature support mecha-
nism acrass genarations.

Children do have other means of nurturing, of course,
Friends, schoal, and pen pals can encourage them, can express
love, and can give them direction. Though these other sources
do not have the same power as a healthy farnily, they adt as
pillars of strength, espedially for children of divorced parents
or those who heve deep-seated worries about the stability of
their families.

Civilizing Effects

Hesides nurturing, the family civilizes its mermbers. It teaches
them fo respect the rights of others, to treat people according
1o custom, and to develop a morality about property, human
life, personal responsibility, and relationships. This civilizing
effect comes through love, example, rules of conduct, and, oh
ves, through rewards and punishment.

Without & doubt, the family nurtures and dvilizes by a guid-
ing hand, and often by a sense of tadition wilhin the family.
How often, for instance, do parents cajole their children with
a comment like: “Speak politely, | don't want to be embar-
rassed in front of your grandparents.” Implied in that paren-
tal caution: “In this family, we expect our members to respect
othiers through mannerly behavior”

Their complaints to the contrary, children internalize the
value of family rules and use them as center posts, from which
they can evaluate their own behavior,

Grandparent Support

A grandparent cannot know the conditions and rules in a
grandehild’s immediate family, but they can still serve the fune-
tions of nurturing and civilizing. By encouraging grandchil-
dren ta succeed in learning and 1o treat others a5 a respon-
sible citizen, grandparents become a source of strengih. The
iole of grandparents in nurturing and civilizing a young per-
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son becomes especially valuable if the chitds world and tamily
do not serve those purposes well,

Lse this speaal holiday time to let your grandohild know
you are thinking about himsher 1t is also a time (o gel 1o know
each other more deeply. Share your own holiday memaories
and encourage your grandchild to do the same. Here are some
topics you may want to incude in your letter:

¥ Family or cultural fraditions

¥ Visiting relatives and friends

¥ Giving and receiving gifts

¥ letting people know you care about them.

Letters around the holidays can take ona festive tone. Fami-
lies came together for Thanksgiving meals and {or Recember
holidays. Use your letters to balster those experiences, and to
rermind children to count their blessings - 4n whatever form
they may come. Holidays also offer time for reflnclion: Where
do | go from here? How can | improve myself? If your junior
partner opensthe door for comments about self-dirociion and
self-improvement, don't be afraid to open it wider with posi-
tive guidance,

During the holiday seasan children naturally think of gifts,
school vacalion, and being with family and friends. You may
warnt to place your letter in A
greeting card or celebrate the
haliday scason in some other
way. For a gift, think about a
beok oravideo that will remind
your grandenild of the impar
tance of cducation and learn
iIng. That doesnt mean yaur let
ter should carry a heavy mes
sage, it you can make your
heliday grectings show the child
you care deeply about hisfher
future as a person, a learner, and
acitizen.




Holiclay Letlers

\ THANKSGIVING LETTERS

Ages 3-5

Dear Melanie,

Are you qgeing to help the family with Thanksgiving din-
ner? it is a fun ume to help each other, isn’t it? Be sure 1o
thank everyone for all they do for you. Will you diaw a
picture for me? Show me what you like about Thanksgiving
or some other holiday.

Ages b6-8

Dear Bonnie,

Didf you get all dressed up for Halloween? Are you go-
ing to have a turleey dinnier on Thariksaiving?

It doesn't matter what you eat, but | do hope you take
time to say thank you. Try always to keep a smile on youtr
face. Maybe you could send me a picture of a happy family
at their Thanksgiving meal.

Ages 9—12_

Dear Al,

Do you have a friend from ancther country that doesn’t
celebrate Thanksgiving? If s, maybe you could talk with
him or her anout how they give thanks. P'd like to know if
lews or Muslims have another day ror thanking thelr God.



Witk Lowve, Giraredrre

The holiday season gives us some free time to think
about the future. Have you decided what you want to do
wheil you are growi up? Those vacation weeks would be a
fine time to gather informedon at the library, and to dis-
cuss your dreams and desires with the family. I'm sure they
will help you in many ways as you explore new ideas.

If 1 can help you to think through the education yau will
., need for different occupations, just let me know. it will be
B fun far us to discuss your future in our letters. Have you
thoudght about your future job?

Ages 13-16

Dear Rashonda,

The pericd of Thanksgiving to New Year's Day always
seems hectic and overly busy to me. Do you have that feel-
ing too? At the same time, | have such qreat fun with family
and friends that | wouldn't want to miss any of it. [t's more
than good feod and presents, isn't 1?2 | like to feel the
warmth and support | get from friends and family. | get a
chance to remind myself how much | owe to my parents,
brathers and sisters, wife and children, and friends, These
pecple have helped me become the persan that | am.

Do you spend time thinking about who you are and
what you want to become? | still do, although | am de-
cades older than you are. This is the time of year for me to
challenge myszIf to become a better parson. Frankly, | ook
at my family and friends for stariers. What do some of them
do that | would like to imitate? Can | use their model to do
my job more effectively? Can | adopt their attitude, so |
treat others better than | do?




Hlotiday Letters

BOOKS ABOUT THANKSGIVING

The week of Thanksgiving has been recogniced by national
organizations and a 1.5, Senate resolution as National Famiiy
werk. Celobrate Family Week wilh the following baoks.

For Ages 3-5

A TURKEY FOR THANKSGIVING, by Eve Bunting
(Houghion Mifflin, 199%) $5.95. Mr. and drs. Moose ey to in-
vite Mr. Turkey to their Thanksgiving dinner.

ONE TOUGH TURKEY, by Steven Kroll, IHustrated by
John Wallner {(Holiday House, 1982) $14.95. A recounting of
the "raal story” ot the first Thanksgiving Day, when the Pil-
grims pursued turkeys that were so tough, they had to settle
for sguash,

CRANBERRY THANKSGIVING, by Wende and Harry
Devlin {¢ our Winds Press, 1971) $14. 95, Grandmother almast
losos her secret recipe for wranberry bread to one of the qurests
invited for Thanksgiving Day. (The book includes the seuetiecipe )

For Ages 6—8

OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE WOODS, by Lydia
Chitd (Holt, 1996) $15.95. A charming version of the old Thanks-
qiving poem (1844, transformed by colorful, witly itlustrations
into a complex adventure. Puncttuated by a gorilla, a tube, and
an airslane, the trip still ends camiortingly wilh Grandma’s
yurmimy pumpkin pie,

PILGRIN VOICES. GUR FIRST YEAR IN THE NEW WORLD,
edited by Connie and Peter Roop (Walker, 1995} $7.95.
MNidatly 400 yedrs ¢flen then writing, the Pilgrimy’ journels arc
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still the maost dramatic accounts available of their daunting
first year in America, They tell of relations forged between
Lhe Pilgrims and the Indians, the Hives lost to discase nd hard-
ship, and the joy of the {irst Thanksgiving.

For Ages 3 -12

FAMILY DINNER, by Jane Cutler, Hlustrations by Philip
Caswell (Farrar Straus, 7991 $13 95 "How in the warkd can
you have a family if you don't have family dinner?” This is the
big question Great-Uncte Benson asks ten year-old Rachel when
he rolls into town {or a visit. Rachol is mystified, Her family
doesn’t “do” dinner. Soon Uncle Benson is cooking everything
from Hundred Garlic Soup te Kansas City Macaroni and Cheese
Casserole, intont upon luring the family to a communal meal.

FIRST APPLE, by Ching Yeung Russell {Eoyds Mill Press,
19943 $13.95 Living in China in the 19405, a young girl works
to save money to buy an apple and give it to her grand-
maother for her bhirthday, Neithor has ever tasted an apple.

GIVING THANKS, by Chief Jake Swamp {lee and Low
Books, 199Y) $5.95. An appealing book an Nalive Americans,
whaose pictures make it suitable for younger children Loo.

For Ages 12 and up

EATING THE PLATES, A PILGRIM BOOK OF FOOD AND
MANNERS, by Lucille Penner (Macmillan, 1991} $14.95. How
apaut some labscouse? Or plum dufi? Here you'lf find a do
scription of thase foods, plus a discussian of the eating habits,
customs, and manners at the wolony of New Plymouth.

THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHILD'S HERITAGE COOK-
BOOK, by Vanessa Parham (Sandcastle Publishing, 1993)
$19.9%. This enjoyable cookbook has large, leqibic text, plus
clearly staled ingredients and equipment. Young cooks learr
math, time management, safety, and responsibility wiile keep-
ing their ethnic heritage alive with African, Creole, Cajun,
American Indian and Caribbean recipes.
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VALENTINE'S DAY

LOVE OF WORDS,
*"@ % WORDS OF LOVE

! %é&@»@fﬁﬂ Once while walking down a

, Q?f’-»‘-j schaal hallway, 1 saw this little guy
“"‘-""&*”,,r a <kipping alang and reciting rhyth-
/, triically, “Rumpelstiltskin, Rum-

—.
ﬁ_lli\ : pelstiltskir, Ruimpelstiltskin.® The
N

saund of that word fasted so good
that he just wanted 1o say it over and
over. 1Uwas like sating ico cream,
Kids love words—new wards, funny words, long words,
words of love. They use them in their jump-rope games, in
their quiet moments, in their silly hours.

The nincteenth century author, Edward Lear, pecarmne hi
maus for nis children's books of nonsense verse:

“Thore was an ofd man in a tree, who was harribly
bared by a bee.” {fraom BOOK OF NONSENSE)

Lear's verse didn't have to make much sense because Chil
dren could giggle at the silly images, and they savared the
rhythmic patterns of the verse. | wonder if today’s fascinotion
with dinosaurs st related to children’s interest in the large,
strange-sounding names of brontesaurus, pterodactyl, tyran-
NasuULus rex.

Conversely, bet us consider sarme other powerful words, not
ones Lonveying images of physical strength, but ones of emo-
tional strength. Is there anything more powerful than, “llove
you"? Words of endearment or friendship cause all of us to
relax and 1o become attached to the speakor

A comedian was talking about his recont marriage:

“| just qjoi married. Sho tricked me.” “Tricked you?” "Yeah,
shie said that shi liked me.”

The audience snickered a bit, but he had actually ultered
an enduring truth:

L

wr 47




With [owe, Grandma

Whon someone says we are important, we will do almost
anything for that persan.

When woe write Lo kids, we need Lo find ways to commiuni-
cate to them that they are valuable, that they have a future,
that someone supports them. Primarily we use words to ex-
press that powerful message of reassuranee and friendship.

"lenjoyed your letter.” *You must have been terrific in the
school play.” "l laughed out loud at the joke that you sent in
your letter.” "Your parents {leachars, friends) musi be very
proud of you, and so am 17 "Here's 2 book (small qift) to cel-
ehrate your good grades.”

You might atsa use special words as o way of telling your
pen pal thal you apprecdiate whe they are. For instance;

"1 think | wilt wear some perfume today to celetyate the
good deed that you did. Thousands of years ago, people
wauld burn flowars Qn special cccasions to create a iovely
smell. The word perfume means “through the smoke,” (Latin:
per fumus) indicating that the argma of the fAowers came
through the smaoke, It is similar to burning incense.”

Words of love and {riendship naturally come to mind around
Valentine’s Day, It might be a good time to say, “You are spe-
cial. litke what you do. Your lotiers are a flower in my month.”

“Learning ta Crochet™

by Brittany Shaffer, 2nd Grade
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I oliday Letters

VALENTINE'S DAY LETTERS

Ages 3-5

Dear Mei-Yu,

Happy Yalentine's Day and Happy New Yearl You and |
will celebrate two holidays. For Yalentine's Day | have sent
you some red heart-shaped stickers and for the Chinese
MNew Year | have sent this picture of a dragon. He's very
friendly looking for a dragon, don't you think? May he bring
vou much gooed iuck throughout the year!

He

Ayes 6-8

Dear leff,

B Do you and your friends exchange Valentines? Isn't it
' great to let people know that you like them? ! enjoy send-
ing cards to peopie | like, hope you do tao.

You can also show your friends you like them by doing
= sarmething nice for them, Maybe you will want to do some-
- thing special for someone in the family.

' What are some things you like to da to show the family
or your friends you like them? I'll fook forward hearing aoout
it in your next letter.




With Looe, CGirandnme

Ages 9-12

Cear loy,

Your [ast letter was such fun 1o read! You lift ry spirits
just by writing me |etters.

Some people may want candy or flowers as signs that
somesne [oves them. Actually, | armn more pleased with a
card or letter. | gquess | just need someocne to tell me that |
am okay, that they like me. Then | feel happy.

How abiout your friends? Do you think they are plessed
Just to get a note from you? Or do they need some kind of
gift to kKnow they are valuable?

Ages 13-156

Dear leff,

Last night | went bowling with a friend of mine. He al-
ways wins because { am net a good bowler. He likes baowl-
ing, and that is the reason | go along—I[ want to show my
friendship by deing something that he likes.

; sometimes my friend and | take fong walks and we just
talk and laugh about any old thing. | like to talk about baoks
v lread. He likies to talk about jokes he has heard. We have a
. great time together.

| gquess most friendships are like that. Maturally we try
to do things we both like. But we also try to o things that
piease our friends—ijList to show we like thern. What do
you and your friiends do together?




Ilaliday [etters

BOOKS ON VALENTINE'S DAY

For Ages 3 and up

LOVE BUGS, by David Carter (Simon and Schuster, 1395)
$12.8%. Have you hugged a bug today? Another ingenious,
appealing book in Carter's popular series.

VALENTINE CATS, by Jean Marzolla {5chnolastic Bunks,
1096} $2.99. Valentine cats wnite poems/Valentine Cats paint
toofValenting Cats make valentinesValentine Cats love youl
rEOAN This book is espeaally appealing to cat-lovers, Hut
charming for anyone who appreciates love stories,

GUESS HOW RMUCH | LOVE YOU, by Sam McBratney
(Penguin, 1995) $14 .50 This award-winning favorite for read-
ars of all ages is the tale of Nuthrown Hare, whao loves Big
Nuilbrown Hareo all the way to the moon.

For Ages 6-8

CUPID DOESN'T FLIP HAMBURGERS, by Debaie Dadey
{Scholastic Books, 1995) $2.99. This is one of the popular Bailey
Seloo] Kids series. Could the new ook in the schoal cafeteria
really be Cupid cooking up love potions for lunch?

For Ages 9 and up

ROSE DAUGHTER. by Robin McKinley (William Maorrow,
13971 $14.50. The authar of BEAUTY retells the story of Beauty
and the Beast inthis now rendition of the ullimate tale abouwt
the power of love.

Py
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Family Fun

BUILDING FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

FANMILY TIES

ast of us want and seck support from aur farmilies
for the good things that we try Lo accomplish in Hfe.
Fven if no one nlse believes in us, we feel confident
Lthal our families do. That's one reasoen mast of us return home
periodically, no matter what the circumstances are in aur lives.
Family ties give s a sense of stability; they scem to be a launch-
ing pad for the next step in cur lives,

Children need three stable things from their famifies: be
lief in them, encouragement, and support far the future. But
today's family scene often makes it difficult for children to get
such suppart from their parents. In 1860, only 16% of mothers
with children under age 6 worked outside the home; in 1920
over B0% of that group were in the workplace. The growing
nurnber of single parents and the increasing percentage of
twa-income wage earners mean that families have less and
less, Lirne to build the suppartive relationships their kids need.

= ra
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With (oue. Crandma

This is where you came in! We know from the hiographies
of many successful peapte that then grandparents provided
that steady support. As you write to your grandenifdren, sug-
gest ways for them 1o create the dose family relations that
will nurture them in the years ahead, To foster the right sup-
portive climate, encourage these youngsters Lo

1. Seck family support

¥ Ask for help with homewaork and ather {asks
¥ Confer with parents to selve tough problems
¥ Soliit agdvice on growing up, on the future.

2. Do things that build family ties

¥ Hold family parlies
¥ Keep alogof family leqends and stories
¥ Starl o family scraphack.

3. Write to various family members for infTormation

¥ Develag afamily tree
¥ Ask grandparcnts for the age and health of relatives
¥ Getone good family stary from cach relative,

The summor months are especially good times 1o think
ahout huilding family ties. Family outings, visits to relatives,
merely the time to dream about the future; these are noca-
sicns for chilgren to ask for continuing supnort from thoir fami
lics and to show their love and apprediation for membeors of
their families.

If you write letters to a chiid who is not a member of your
family, indeed you may become a surrogate family member.
You can offer the suppeoert, advice, and encouragernent a child
needs to do wellin school, to act responsibly, and to show carc
tor other peonle. You can help a child te raise his or her expec-
tations, to arm highrr than hisf/her peoers, and to think about
lifer as a long-term journcey, not merely a party for today. You
may ne surprised by the lasting influence yvour letters will have,
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Family Fun

As grandparents we need to help children understand the
henelits of the suppott they receive from their families. More
Importantly, we must encourage them to buitd a sense aof fam:
ily. Children should not only receive family suppart; ui v must
also work an Building support within their own Tamilics. We
can remind our grandkids that they need to inform parents
and other lamily members that they want their help and en-
couragement. Many people offer support primarily when some-
ane asks {for il Children should not be atraid to ask tor help
from their Tamily in homework, atiending a child's perfar-
ntance, participaking in schoot events, and so on,

On the other side, children must be willing to do their share
to huild a sense of family, Kids can organize farmily outings,
suggest places the family can go, and prepare little celebra-
tians for birthdays and similar events, when family ties con-
tribute to the warmih of the event.

Childrens’ Lettors

Most of us tend to forget the great benefits that we re-
ceive from our families, | don’t mean anly the gift of life and
the nourishmenti thal we
et from the family kitchen,
We are naurished also by
the contacls within our
families and hy the sensc
that we belong intimately
te a group of people.

The desire for helonging
to a family with its own his-
tary reveals ils powor
through thase people who
lack that history in their
fives, HMow else can we ox-
plain the great effort that
adopted thildren will spend
onlocating their birth farm-




Witk [Lewe, Crandme
LY

lies? How else can we explain the deep sense of loss that people
feel whoen war or other disasters tear them from their natural
familics and place them in foster homes elsewhere?

In numerous ways, then, we can aid our grandchildren by
encouraging them to celebrate their families and the relation-
ships they contain. Some of these sample letters promote the
theme that we can celebrate family ties through hugs, humor,
and just hanging around.

by Dusty Rhoades, 3rd grade
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Femify Fun

LETTERS ON FAMILY

Ages 3-5

Dear Craig,

Here is a picture of me and my brothers. | like this pic-
ture becallse we were having a good time. Can you find me
in the picture?

Do you have a picture of you with your Mom and Dad
that you really like? if so, why do you like it? Would you
send me a copy of that picture?

Dedar Ciandra,

Thanks for the picture of you and Molly. it gave me a
big smike.

[ know that big sisters sometimes make us mad, but
isn't it wonderiul to know she is there with you? Why don't
you surprise her and give her a big hug? Tell her you are
qlad she is your sister. Then watch a smile spread all across
her face.

et me kngow what happens.

This weould be a gond place to use a cartoon or a funry
face drawing. Include illustrations in your letters whenever you
feel they would be helpful, By drawing a smiling face or seme

funiny face, you witl give your letters a lighthearted flavor that
kicds always appreciate,
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With [.ope. Grandma

Ages 9-12

Dear Aimee,

Thanks for the illustration yvou sent. | liked it 50 much
that | framed it and put it on my wall.

Everyone in the family must be very proud of your cre-
ativity. Do you have g folder or a portfoiio of your draw-
ings? it would be nice for visitors to see the fineg work that

you do. Then people will want to praise vou and to act as
vour first critics.

Anytime you want tao send me your drawings to get my
opinion, please just pop them in the mail.

 Ages 13-16

Dear Patrick,

Have you noticed that after having a fight some people
joke garound as a way of making up? When my parents ar-
qued over something, they would tease and joke about it
afterwards. They would smile and end up hugging each
other. 1t was their way of saying they still liked each other.

Don'tyou think pegple in families can tease and joke to
ease tensions amaong them? Families seem to know that
they must do something to smooth out their conflicts.

Once, after my wife and | had exchanged angry words,
she turned her back and then said: "1 haven't seen you like
this since that stray cat pooped all over the car that you
had just shined up.” That broke me up, because [ saw my-
self chasing this cat down the street velling at it for its dirty
deed. After | started to laugh, how could | be mad at my
wife? | couldn’t,

How about you? Can you think of times when a little
joke might have calmed you or your parents?




Fumity Fun

BOOKS ABOUT FAMILIES

For Ages 3 and up

WHAT'S SO GREAT ABOUT CINDY SNAPPLEBY, by Bar-
hara Samuels (Orchard Baoks, New Yark, 1992) $3.98. Though
Faye wants to be [riends with the cool and canfident Cindy
snappleby she won't put up with Cindy's calling her little sis-
ter names. There may be sibiing rivalry, but let's hear it for
siling loyalty too!

INDADDY'S ARMS 1 AM TALL, by Javaka Steptoe (Pub-
lisheors Group, 1996) $14.50. Celebrating the bond among Afri-
can-American fatheors, children, and grandchildien, this coilec-
ticn of poetry, bursting to lifo with colorful (Hustrations, re-
minds us that family is our greatest gift,

For Ages 5 and up

A KISS FOR LITTLE BEAR, by Elsie Minarik (Harper Collins,
1984) $3.75. A hestselling book in the popular f Can Read se-
ries. The bear family will enchant beginning readers,

ALLISON, by Allen Say {l{oughton Mifllin, 1996) $15 50
when Allisen finds out she is adopted, she takes in a stray cat
and fearns the true meaning of adoption and parental love,

r~

o




With [one, Grandma

For Ages 9 and up

FIRST CHILDREN GROWING UP IN THE WHITE HOUSE,
by Katherine Leiner. {William Marrow, 1926) $20.00. This
book has Tascinating anecdotes about the children of our Presi-
dents. It shows not only the perils and pleasures of growing
up in the national spotlight, but also the iinportance of the

strong family ties that have guided these children through their
unu*.;uaf EK[’JQFE[‘F‘IEES,

THE BIRTH-ORDER BLUES, by Ioan Drescher, {Viking/Pen-
guin, 1993) $3.98, A school newspaper reporter surveys kids
an how they feel abiout being born first, fast, or in the middle
of their family's higrarchy. Though the book is fiction, itis haserd
on Ms. Drescher’s experiences interviewing elementary school
children who took part in a birth-order survey. The book of
ters suggestions on rcaw to conduct such a survey among
friends, and finds positive aspects 1o every position in the rank,

Ages 12 and up

LITTLE HOUSE IN THE BiGG wOQD5, by Laura Ingalls
Wilder {Harper Trophy, 1971} $4.95. Mrs. Wilder's books are
best known as examples of historical fiction, but they focus on
the inner workings of families oo, Beginmng in 1932 with
LITTLE HOUSE (N THE BIG WOODS Lo THESE HAPPY GOLDEN
YEARS, published in 1943, the series relates the sagas of the
Ingalls girls and the Wilder boys. Mrs. Wilder indudes details
that give readers a sense of comifort and secunity.

A C |43
N". A 5 )
by Sonyi Chambers, 2nd grade

60
O




Fumity Fun

STORYTELLING

Books have become ane of the
best means lor sharing experi-
ences, But for thousands of years
and in many cultures throughaut
the world today, storytelling has
heen the way older generations
have passed down their wistdorm to
their children and grandohiidren.
You can combine this great tradi
Fion of oral histary in your lottoer
writing by making sturylelling a
ragular part of your correspandence with your grandkids.

You could use sturyfelling as a way for you and your grand-
child to learn more aboul each other. You alsn have first-hand
knowledge of subjects that often play a large gart in children’s
lives. For example, kids love to hear stores about things their
parents did as kids. Through storytefling children can learn how
tirme has changed life and the world around them. Below are
a foww gquestions thal you may want to use os topics for explor-
ing the past wilh yaur pen pal.

v What do you remember abaut your classroom?

v What was your greatest fear at schooi?

v How did youi feel about homaework and report cards?
v What was your favorite activity in schoal?

v How did you feel aboutl your leachors?

Sourco REDFFNING THE GRANDPARENT ROLL, by Hubert

and Shirley Strom. Office of Parent Development international
Resrarch and Developinont Reports, ERIC, 1982,
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With Love, Grandma

USING FAMILY FOLK TALES

Sharing storins 1s a great way
to commuinicate with children,
and every family has its funny

antd strange taies. Heare s

one froem an cight year ald.

The Headless Rabbit

Unoe voow a tiwe, [t the mountains of Alabama,
wy Great Brandfather was gofng o visit a slok
friend. There were no roads or cars, 36 he was
walking on & trail across the mountalis It was
v heginpling {0 get dark when he saw a sfrang:
flgure coming toward hiw. Sinee he was a hunter
g apd not afraid of thinas in the woods. he deetdad
. 1o wailt on the trail for the approaching
ereature. It looked [ike a bg white rabbif, but as It § _
brushed past his leg he realized that the rabbtt : -
had wo bead and uo tall. e furred and watche
as the rabilt hopped oot of sfght.

When Great §randfather got fo his fricadd
house, he learped that his friend had passed away
ahout the same tiwe he had sean the rabiit on
the trall. He wondered If the fwo events were
related,

You may find this story hard fo belleve, bt my
Great Grandfather was not a drinking man, and
he always told the truth. He lived tohe 72 years
old aind safd this was the only thing he ever saw
that he touldr't explaln,

Fentry
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Gentry's grandmather told him that story abaut her father.
Yau can encourage children 1o learn family history by teliing
tales from the good old days. They will enjoy these stories,
and it may prormptthem to write maore. If their parents or ather
relatives aren™ available for this kind of starytelling, ask them
to get a story from an old-timer in the neighbiorhood,

When children ask far stories abouwt their families, they
sametimes hear things that make them terribly proud. Hete's
what a nineyear-ald hoy wrote when he was asked to tell a
famsly story:

My Family

My family s 2 PROUP family. Puring the simmer
of 1863 my great-great-great grandwother
Pora cawe 0 Shreveport on a steamboat, While
working on the steamboat, she learned that she
was 2 FREE woman. She had never experfenced
freedom before. Her descendants warked hard
Caddy Parish 1hravgh the yvears.

Today wiy mom and dad are educators h Caddo
Parlsh. Miy aunts and most of wy uncles are, too.
Wy favorite uncle ives In Saudt Arabla with his
family, Each summer they fiy 10 many comiries
aid then vidt mein Shreveport. The whaole family
gets together like the happy families on TV
commertlals My grandparents love this, and

39 do |,

Heath




With ane, Grandima

MAKING UP TALL TALES TOGETHER

Everyone likes a tall tale. Fanci-
~em Jul stories are as much fun tomake
Lt P as they are to hear or toll You
. might try writing a tall tate with your
grandchild. You can do so by sending
o \ the story back and forth, s0 you can
\:_-f wach confribute a line or a paragraph
Lo the story. It might take {wo or three
monilis ta finish your tall tale through the
mail, but think of the fun youw'll have stretching your imagina-
tons! If you are using electronic mail, you could make addi-
lions to the story day by day.
Here's an example of a lairy tale a grandmother and grand-
daughtoer wrote together Grandma wrote the first lines, and
hetr etght-year-old granddaughiter finished them.

Once upon a lime there was a beautiful...
wumicarn named Rebecea. And che war 5o beawhifo

Thal fer lern and her beels were .:;a|r::f_=r-,,

She lived in an encranted woods, where. ..

all Hhe uaicaras p]u}z. Rt the wag vad beraue giae
had ne wings fo 'F.':_.r laris .

And so many of the ather unicorns teased her. ..

et @l The ether wnicerns were nat o7 beanlifu as

the, and so she decided fo make herielf a praie of l.ﬂ-"irﬂjf.

Lvery day for many moons Rebecca gathered golden
pieces of straw. .

to make wings with, Bui lhe olher vaicorns did not
hink the could de + sa f'JnE-_:,r |nugh£~d al her,

She did not give up, thongh; she kepl working, and one
night when the moon was full, she. ..

wtealised she haed groisn beautiful L‘-fiﬂgiJ soghedidnni
aeed Hhe vhraw.
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Rebecca said, “What shall | do with all this straw?” Suddenty,
from a grove of tulip trees, she saw...

- ‘Fair:,r who soid Fo her, “Let me take the siral, please,
and 1 will weave it ints a go.den castle for you fe live 1o
becauie you workesd to hard fo moke angs.”

"HBesides, | love you and | want you to live happily forever...”
L And the eliher unicaras didn'f trase Rebiecra ever

again, and they wiched thaf They werr s bowabfol aod

they had 2 castle fae.

THE END

Yau and your grandehild can also take wrns illustrating cach
part as you write it.

By Catherine Hanson, 4th Grade

-
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With [ ove, Grandma

THE NEW EXTENDED FAMILY

Nated chvld psychinlaqgist Dr. Fitzhugh Dodson cited the im-
ponance of what senior citizens and schanl Kids con gain by
keeping in tauch with one another,

| want to talk to you today about the waste of America’s
most valuable resource: old people, middle-aged people, and
youndg people—sometimes called grandparents, parents, and
children. Many of these vital people are failing to maximizo
their potential: te become the people they could be through
interaction with one another. Too often, the lines of commu-
nication between the generations don't operate effectively, if
at all, because sensitive and caring individuals have not learned
the skills necessary to share their knowledge and feelings with
the other generations. Tho costs of this failure are vory great.

Pdon't mean to imply that our situation is a hopeless ane,
On the confrary, as serious as aur challenges are, we are ina
pusition to meet them and enhance the lives of our childron
and families. OQur three generations, grandparents, paronts,
and children, because of age and psychological positions in
the family, have unique gualities to coniribute to the total
family group and to each other. We all have something to teach
lo and learn from others, if we are ahle to communicate in a
free and non-defensive way. And the children can only ke
healthier and happicr as a result.

We are all aware
tnatl too often in the
madern nuclear fam
ily, ilhe yenerations
tive in psychalogically
waterlight compart
manls, separate from
ong another. it secms
cloar that we must go
beyond that structure
if we are going to get
the most out of the
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crmotional and inlellectual enrichment the three generations
can offer one anather

That is why | talk about the new extended family, cne in
which each of us can participate. The new extended family
can help give maturity, enrichment, and stability to the family
urHt, That is vitally important in this era of bewildering change.

This new family ditters from traditional notions of the ex-
tended family because all three gencrations da not live under
the same root. And, in facl, they don't even have to be of the
same family. The new extended family members are people
who care ahout one another and have much ta share -both
grandparents and parents. They all Tearn to refate to children,
1o talk to them, and- though it's not always easy-—ta listen.

The Universal Value of Communication

It is often necessary in the new extended famity for the
older generation to understand the complexities of divorce
and single-parent homes, and provide supporf, rather thanun-
solicited advice. It reguires the ahility to desensitize aneself to
problems in the family that are not one’s personal roncern,
and 1o know when to “butt out” The new cxtended family
can only work if the paronts, grandparents, or surrogate tam-
ily members have the skifls ta communicate with une another

Our children’s schools teach them such fascnating and -
portant topics as the geography of Brazil and the capitals of
the 50 states. But they are not taught how to communicatn
with their own family, how to deal with an alcohelic father or
a family splitting at the seams hy divorce. Our schools can do
more for children than fill them with facts. We need to experi
ment with the concept ot the new extended family. | koow
this s a big job, hut after all, we got to the moon, didn't we?

Source: “O/d and Young. Generations at the {rossroads.”
Tostimony before the House of Representatives, Sefect Cormn-
mittee on Aging; We dnesday, Sept. 8, 1582

Dr Dodsan has also written several hestselling books: HOW
TO PARCNT, HOW TO FATHER, and HOW 70 GRANNPARINT.

o 67
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With [ove. Grondene

SHARING PERSONAL STORIES
IN LETTERS

Ages 3-5

Dear Marion,

At your age | used to go fishing with my grandpa. He
Ut aworm on the hook because | wauldn't touch the warm,
| cicd <atch a fish, but only one. Grandpa said | wiggled and
Jumped around too murch, so | scared the fish away.

Will you send me pictures of things you like to do when
you are with older pecple?

Ages 6-8

Dear Sam,

Everyone has good stories about their best friends. |
| have puta story in with this letter about the biggest adven-
ture | had at age six with my best friend.

Will you tell me a story about an adventure you have
had with a friend? What did that adventure teach you?

Keep those letters coming. | like to hear from you. You
write slich good letters!
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Ages 9-12
!_. e - .
Dear Aimmy,

My granddad liked to tell fables. He knew lots of them.
Do you know what a fable 1s? It's a story that teaches a
lesson, especially using animals.

Wwill you write back and tell me your favorite fable in
vour next letter? Don't forget the moeral!

Ages 13-1b

- ——— - —_——

Cear Willie,

In your history class, do you ever think about what it
would have been like to be a teen in another time? Can
you imagine what a teenager did in colonial times, during
the Gold Rush or the Civil War?

_ If yau will tell me how teen life today is different fram
. what it was at another time, | will reply with a true story
' about what teenage life was like when | was growing up.
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BOOKS ABOUT STORYTELLING

Far Ages 3-5

NOW ONE FOOT, NOW THE OTHER, hy Tomie de Paola
(Putnam, 1981) $13.95 Bohby's best friend is his grandfather,
Bob. When Bobhy was five, his grandiather had a stroke and
cauld nol move or talk. Bobby talked to Bob and helped him
grt well. He was able to help his grandfather fearn to walk,
st as his grandfather helped him when he was little.

GRANDMA GETS GRUMPY, by Anna Grossnickle Hines
(Houghton Mifflin, 1990 $5.95. All the children love to stay
with Grandma. She reads to them, feeds them hot dogs far
dinner, and doesn't complain whaen they make _ rmess with
their toys. When all the cousing spend the night together at
her house, they find out that even Grandma can get grumpy,
bt she stell loves them.

For Ages 6-8

NANA UPSTAIRS & NANA DOWNSTAIRS, by Tomie de
Pacla {(Puffin Books, 1978) $4.39. Tommy spends Sunday af-
ternoons with his active grandmalher whom he calls Nana
Downstairs and his frail great- grandmother, whom be calls
Nana Upstairs, This is a tender story about Tommy's childhaood
memaries of them

THE NAPPING HOUSE, by Audrey Wood (Hartourt Brace,
1996) $5.95. In this cozy tale, g snoring granny, a dosing dog, a
slurmbering mouse, and several other creatures afl take a nap
atthe same time on the same bed. Everyone is cleeping saundly
until o flea wakes up and chaos begins.

Fro-.
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For Ages 9-12

NO BATH TONIGHT, by Jane Yolen {Crowell, 1987) $12.99.
Every day for a week Jeremy has heen hurt in some way 0r
another and cannot take a bath, His grandmother arrives on
sunday for a visit. She not only makes Jeremy some “kid tea,”
she also [ures him into the bathtub.

THE PATCHWORK QUILT, by Valerie Flournoy {Dial Books,
1985} $14.99. Soon after Tanya and her grandmaother begin
making a quilt, her grandmather becomes tll. Tanya tries o
finish the quilt alone. By the time the quilt is finished, the en:
tire family has helped, and Grandmother has recovered. Every
piece of material reprosents a memaory for cach relative, so
the guilt becamops a family storyhook.

THE GREAT GILLY HOPKINS, by Katherine Paterson
(Harper Trophy, 1987) $4.50. A Newbery Honor Book and win-
ner of twelve other awards. Gilly is a swearing, sel{-sufficient
girbwho is in and out of fosler homes. When she arrives at her
next home, Gilly can't stand the huge and semi literate Maime
Trotter. But Maime teaches Gilly how 1o give and accept love,
thus preparing her for a retunion with her real family.

For Ages 13-16

IF 1 LOVE YOU, AM | TRAPPED FOREVER? By MLE. Kerr
(Harper Collins, 1988) $4.95. Alan Eennett, this humorous
hook's narrator, lives in upstate New York with his mother and
his grandfather. Alan's father deserted them five years age.
Alan, who deseribes himself as “very handsorne, very caol, the
most popular boy at Cayuga High,” thinks his life in general
and especially his love life with Leah are perfoect in avery way.
That is so until Duncan Stein becornes the new boy in town,
then everything falls apart.

TUCK EVERLASTING, by Natalie Babhitt (Houghton
Mifflin, 1995} $9.00. In this exciting adventure story, a young
girl sturmiles on the Tuck family's hame in frontier country
and learns 1their great secret.
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With 1.ove, Grandma

HUMOR

A FUNNY THING HAPPENED
by loyce McMahan Cookman

T, o Carl Smuth laughs. A lot. One ofien
F e ~ hears peals of laughter coming from his
office as he meets with his employces

Ulied at the Family Literacy Center. He's a good-
natured teaser. Sometimes he evon wears

ties with cartoon characters on thom.
Let me tell you about the powerful

< dnd long term effects of such a
{ sanse of humor

As a boy growing up in
Scottsburg, IN, James F Everitt, Ir

discovered he had the albilily to

}_..r f«@; make people laugh  espedeally hiy ﬁ.rst

cousins, Judy and loyee Mcbdahan, Jim

gol able assistance in this humor proaduction from his alder

hrolhers Ed, now of Indianapolis, and Tam, of Fortland, OR.

While the youngost McMahan sisters were lim's prime audi-

ance, he had the same effact on the rost of the family, He de-

livered the bulk of his ariginal material as gquick wit and verbal

repartee; hut ho wasn’t above {or below) matching his Aunt
lean McMahan, pun for pun.

The MoMahan sisters began to notice & unique aspect of
being near Jim and his caomic delivery. Thoy oniy had to be
with him briefly to start laughing, but then they auickly got
the hiccups. Snon the sisters noticed they could moasure the
laugnhter = hiccups pattern. The usual elapsed time {or hiceup
eruption was 10 1o 15 minutes.

Mowe Mr. Fveritl is, well, not quite so young, bul he's sl
tunny. He also works for the Internal Revenue Service, a fact
that some of his relatives find amusing. He doesn’t have the
opprrtunity o make the MeMahan family laugh as oflen as

?2 f;‘_fi-’f
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he once did. The distances separating the McdWahan and bveritt
families make that difficult to achicve. Bul at Thanksgiving
this year, cousins Jim fveritt and Judy McMahan Himelick had
the chance to spend a faw hours logether. For the record: The
hiceups began within cight minutes af their initial greeting.

so: my recemmendation for humorous letters to grandchil-
dren is; give them the hiccups! Send suine jokes; cdip a cartoon
or laughter-provoking picture; recomimend funny books; sui-
gest a comic TV pragram, {im, or (ay- whatever you think
the child might enjay.

Challenge them to give you hiccups too! el them you'ro
trying to beal o record sel by some guy from Indiana.
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HUMOROUS LETTERS

Ages 3-5

Dear Clark,

Thank you for the wonderful drawings of you and your
Dad laughing. Did you share a joke? | always like your draw-
Ings--especially because you made them!

Dear Rosalind,

I hope you like this picture of my dog Rose. Doesn't
she look funny with her head sticking out of the snow like
that? She does love this white stuff. [t's a 4ood thing she's
all black, or we'd never find her in those snow drifts.

Ages 9-12

Dear lerry,

Here's a joke your uncle told me. {Me heard it on a ra-
dio program he likes, “Prairie Home Companion™.)

A chicken walks into a library. The chicken walks up to N

the librarian and says, "Buccki” The librarian says, "Yau want
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a book?” “Bucckl” So the librarian gives the chicken a book.
The chicken walks off, comes back later and says, "Bucck,
nucck!” The likrarian says, “You want two books?” "Bucck,
hucck!” So the liorarian gives the chicken two books.

The chicken walks off, comes back later and 3ays,
“Bucck, bucck, buuucck!” The librarian says, "You want three
books, two short and one long?" "Bucck, buccl,
buuLuduyuuuauuuuckl” So the librarian gives the chicken
three books. By now the librarian is curious, so he foliows
the chicken. The chicken hops to a swainp. Then, it walks
up te & big bulifrod and says "Bucck, bucck,
buuuuuuuuuck!” And the bullfrog says, “Rerrrrrrrirreadcs it”

Ages 13-16

Dear Charlofte,

. Do you watch much TV? If you do, [ would like you to

: veil me which shows you enjoy because you find them funny.
You can see some old shows | used to think were funny on
the Nickelodeon Channel. Do you ever watch them?

speaking of the Nickeladeon Channel, | think it shows
the old Warner Brothers cartoons too. As a kid | would
watch those cartoons at the movie theater befare the fea-
ture film. At this time cartoon characters weren't yet "su-
perheroes.” However, same cartoons would have Bugs
Bunny outsmarting World War 1] enermnies. | remember ask-
ing my dad who the characters were, not recognizing some
"toen” was supposed to be Hitler or Mussolini. Maybe
today's cartocons haven't changed so much; they just have
different enemies to fight? Can you think of some current
cartoons that still use satiric humor?




With [Love, Grandmn

L_:"__], BOOKS TO MAKE YOU LAUGH

|

Here's something to smile about: There are
s many funny books available we can enjoy a
faugh a day well into the next millennium, Since its impos
sible to revievr all of these books, here are same humorous
writers, illustrators, and cartoanists popular with young read-
ors. Have fun!

Authorillfustrator - Rosemary Wells

Ms. Weils" publisher is 13ial Books for Young Readers. Her
cherubic and often messy animal charactors with very huinan
characteristics are funny and favable. Some titles to loak far:
Max's Chocolate Chicken, $9.95; Max's Dragon Shirt,
$13.99; and Max’s Christmas, $11.99.

Author/lliustratar - James NMarshall

Consider this blurk about THE CUT-UPS: “Snarkeling in the
bath (the room, not the tub), incdling rrots in the local mavie
house (I thought you had the snake), tormenting their school
principal {Lamar J. Spurgle),” and you'll see why those hooks
tickle the funny bone. Some titles to look fur: George and
Martha, The Camplete Stories of Two Best Friends
(Houghton Mifflin, 1997) $25.00; The Stupids Have a Bali
(Houghton Mit{lin, 1984) $5.95; The Stupids Step Out
(Houghton Miftlin, 1988) $8.9%; and The Cut-ups (Houghton
Mifflin, 1986) $4.94.

Author/llustrator - James Stevenson

Adult readers may recognize Stevensan’s droll wit from his
cartoons in The New Yorker, Favorite kids' boaks Teature
Grandpa and Uncle Wainey, shown as youngsiers of mayhe
eight and three but sporting the mustachos thoy also have as
adults, Wainey has a Lendency Lo say maostly, "Wah!" and

16
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“vumpf.” Could Be Worse (Greenwillow, 1987) $3.95, The
Warst Goes South (William Morrow, 1995) $15.00, and Na-
tional Waorm Day (Greenwiilow, 1990) $12.95.

Author/lflustrator - Susan Meddaugh

wWhen Martha the dog (from Martha Speaks [Houghtlon
nitFlin, 1995] $4.95) ate only dog food, all she could say was
“woofl™ But after Martha eats alphabet soup she talks and
tatks and 1alks. Among her many ruminations: “Beware of two-
year-alds with clothes pins. Under the 1able is the very best
place 1o be during a meal. If ity black and white and smells
funny, il's not a cat. 2on't chase it And while we're on the
subject, | understand cat but 1 eant speak it.” Other books by
Susan Meddaugh: Tree of Birds (Houghton Mifftin, 1384)
44 .05 and Beast ({{ouahton Mifflin, 1985) §3.95,

Authorilllustratar - Daniel Pinkwater

Sarne af Mr. Pinkwater's books are mysterigs, snome are sci-
erce fiction. All of them are zany, Among his titles: Lizard
Music (Bankam, 1988) $3.99; and The Hoboken Chicken
Emergency (Simon and Schusler, 1290) $12.95.

Author - Beverly Cleary

Ms. Cleary has been writing entertaining books for 40 years,
Sume of her funniest books indude: Beezus and Raomona
(Avon, 1980} $4.50; and The Mouse and the Motorcycle
(Avon, 1996} $4.50.

Cartoanists - Jirm Davis, Bill Amend

Jim Davis produces that funny feline Garfield; Bill Amend
creatos the Fox Trot series, The Fox family hasn't reached the
marketing pinnacle that Garfield has, but they are gaining
broad popularity. Garfield Thinks Big (Ballantine, 1997 $6.95,
and Fox Trot En Masse. A Fox Trot Treasury {Andrews and
Mcheel, 1992) $12.95.
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With [oue, Ciranedrrn
PETS
PETS HUMARNIZE AND ENDEAR THEMSELVES

One of Disney's most successful
animated movies was TOY STORY.
In it the toys come alive 1o carny
out their own adventuros, while
the human family goes aboot its
other business

Maost children could probabay
betler imagme that their pots tako
on advenlures and sfories, as pets
seern to acguire human characteristics. We often link them to
the joys and sadness of our lives. Dogs and cats nol only greet
us at the door when we come home, but also listen to us talk
aboul our successes and failures,

Pet Stories Entertain

lHow aften have you soon movies in which a pet gets losy,
and the human searchos for the pet until they are reunited
joyfully? | have ofter seen signs posted about lost dugs. From
birne to trme 1n iy mailbox | get an announcement asking ne
fo taok for a lost pet.

The Smartest Dog

My fatherin:law claimed to have tho smartest dog in the
world, Jacques, his poadle, would listen to him attentively and
sametimes do what my father-in-law told him, Bot the impoe-
tant part of their relationship was that lacgues listerned to im
alrmaost all the time. Haven't you heard other peenle brag about
how smart their pets are?

{One school principal | knew had a pet parret, “the smart-
est parrot in the world. " The principai thought the bird picked
up language on his own. For oxample, one day the bird lurned
to the principal, Bodie, and said: "M re hourbon, Bodie.” What

TH K
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sr Bodie didin't know was (hat teachers would came into his
affice and teach the parrot those expressions, then they scemed
te pop oul of the parrot’s mouth randomly. Once when the
superintendent was in the principal’s office, the parrot yelled:
"Bodie beal me! Bodie heat mel”

Primarily, prts give us companionship and affection. When
my daughter cames home from work every night, her cat jas.
ine gracts her at the door and sits on her lap as she reads or
watches television. 1L is quite clear that they arc good buddies.

Staries to Share

Almost all of us have a peot story: if not our own, then o
neighbors. There are nera dogs like Lassie, and there are cun:
ning cals kike Garfield. | have hoard pet stories about turtles,
horses, hoa constrictars, and pigeons, They make great stories
because most of us can relate to the role a pet plays in our
fives. Why not tell a nat story to your grandchild, and ask him/
her to tell you a Tavorite pet story?

Fncourage your pen pal to draw a picture or send a pheto-
granh of the pet sthe 14 g :
telling about. T know
that nat everyone has @
pet, but we all seem to
rpalizo that a pet story
is actually a human
story, and it warms them
o tell it Pets often be-
come parl of the qual-
ity of our awn lives: of
pur joys and sorrows,
troubles and pleasures.
Mo wonter no one Can
resist listuning te & pet
story, tven whoen some-
one tells you how smart
his very ordinary dog is.




Witrr Love, Granidma

MONSIEUR C'REILLY CAPTURES
SAN FRANCISCO HEARTS

hy loyce McMahan Cookman

O'Reilly is tho teacher's pel. teah Finch, teacher at the
French-American Intornational Schiool in San Francisco, would
bre thie first to admit it But the students don't seem to mind. In
facr, O'Retlly is overyone's favorite, O'Keilly, a five-year ald
Golden Retriever, is a service dog wha assists Leah when hor
multiple sclerosis prevents hor from pericoming various tasks
I the ¢lassroom or at homa.

O'Reilly is in command

Last yoar, when 14 of Leah's third graders served as junior
partners, they bragged about how much O'Re ‘v knew:
"O'Reilly knows about ton commands,™ they undaore stimatod.
“Ilike Leah as ateacher, and | like having O'Rellly in my class,”
one said In summary.

Leah teacheos a small group, wilh just three students in her
English as a Serond Language class, She also reports good results
trom her current medication, which has enaoled her to return to
wilking and not using her wheglchair, Sl O'Reilly is busy assist-
ing Leah, providing a comforting prosence for her present stu
derits, and recoiving loving visits from others i the school.

"ORellly actually knows between 60 and 70 commands,”
Leah said, "though he's probably forgoiten some of those be-
cause he hasn't used some of them in awhile, ™

After you. No, after yau,

For example, O'Reilly can turn on a light switch or opon a
refrigerator door. He can also open and cose Jlassroom doors if
thay have certain types of handles. In the classroom he can re-
trieve a pencil that rofis under Leah's desk, or pass out papers (o
studonts, e knowes which child is which, for persanalized dofiy-
eries. “1 do put the kids' papers in Zip-Loc hags s0 no ohe gets a
papar back with slebbier onit,” Leah laughingly explainnd.

{:
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O'Reilly alse wears a backpack, so e can tote books and
materials for Leah. “Except sometimes now he manages to take
off the backpack,” Leah said, 7l was at the school copler the
other day: | looked down and there he was naked! He'd goi-
ten out of the backpack.”

speaking the language

rall the kids love O Reilly,” Leah said. Theoy froquently say
they want to be in Ms. Finch's class because of hie. "O'Reilly
loves all the kids tao,” Feah said. 1 ance had a student who
refused to speak. tHe finally did when he discovered he could
speak 1o 0O Reilly and give him commaneds.”

O'Reilly provides a comforting sight, particularly for many
students who may he far from their home countries, or feel a
bil anxious with the academic rigor of the schiool. All classes at
1his French-American school are taught in English and French.
Same students aro only in the United States for the year, while
their parents pursue additional training or conduct interna-
tional business. While many of the American-born children have
at \east ane parent whose firsk language is French, several alh-
ars atiend Lthe school simply because their parents want them
'o reap the benefits of a chatlen:ing bitingual education. Hav-
ing a flulty blond dog to pet can be a nice substitute when a
security blanket isn't handy.

When riol busy sharing his love wilh students, O'Retlly also
works Fis magic at home, [eah recently adopted two sons, a
four year-old and a 20-month old. In fact, Leah wondered if
O'Reillys recent maneuver of sheading his backpack was in
spired by her baby's sleight-of hand in unbuckling his car seat.

Recommendect Reading

Ms. Finch suggests a book about service dogs like O'Reilly,
MY BUDDY, by Audray Dsksy. (Holt, 1994) €595 MY BUDDY
profiles dogs just like O'Reilly, with one excoption the other
service dogs are probably not bilingual,
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LEFTERS ON PETS

Ages 3-5

Cear Emily,

Your Mom told me that you have a new kitten. | know
you will help take care of her and give her lots of love. Did
¥ou give her a name yet?

Kittens are so cute. Please draw a picture of your new
kitten and send it to me.

Ages 6-8

Dear Duncan,

Do you have any pets in your classroom? When | was in
second grade, | remember that my teacher had a big fish
tank in our ciassroom. She also had some turties. We took
turns feeding the fish and turtles each day. t think now
tzachers have more unususl pets in their rooms. For rx-
ample, | know a teacher with a tarantula spider in his class-
raom. What do vou suppose you feed a tarantuia?
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: Ages 9-12

Dear Carlotta,

| had never thought much about walves until you told
me about your ¢lass project. | always thought wolves were
frightening animals. But thanks to you, | have changed my
vigwpalnt. n fact, as you can tell from the articles ['ve senl,
| am finding information about wolves everywhere. | saw
two of these stories in the newspaper, and | came across
the other one an the Internet. | think the information about
“wolf body language” is especiaily interesting. Some of it
applies to dogs. | tell Duchess she is not the Alpha Deg
around our house, put she just looks at me and grins.

Ages 13-16

Dear Chase,

Let me share with you a Wizard story that continues te
make me laugh since he was a puppy ten years ays. The
Wire fox Terrier breed generally attaches itseif to a single
family member, 50 in our home, Wiz "belongs” to my wife.
When she's at home, Wiz lies or sits next to her constantly.
! can call him to come, but he ignores me totally. Even if
he's asleep his eyelids don't flutter.

After Grandma leaves for work in the morning, Wiz will
generally remain sleeping an the sofa. As you probably
know, dogs can hear and smell hundreds of times better
than we humarnis. So even if | try to pull ane banana from a
bunch on the countertop as quietly as possible, it onty takes
two seconds for Wiz to appear in front of me, as he sits
lookine up to await that small bit of the banana that he
knows 'l give him. He is ang funny doyg!




With Iowve, Grandma

BOQKS ABCGUT ANIMALS

For Ages 3 and up

WILL'S MAMMOTH, By Rafe Martin. ilfustrated by
Stephen Gammell (Putnam, 1989) $4.95. Though his parents
expfain thatl there have been no maramoths for over 10,000
years, Will goes out to play in the snow ane day, confident of
finding his old pet.

ARTHUR'S PET BUSINESS, by Marc Brown {Joy 5trect
Aok, 19900 $15.95. Arthur's determination to prove he s
responsibie enough to have a puppy brings him a menagerie
of animals to care for. This is one of many "Arthur Adventures.”

For Ages 5 ana up

THE NIGHT | FOLLOWED THE DOG, by Nina Ladenr
(Chrontcle Rooks, 1994) $13.495, Readers and dog owners of all
zges will enjoy this delightful book, which begins, “1 knew
something was funny when | apened the door.. and | saw my
dag jump out of a limousine wearing a tuxedo.. "

ror Ages 8 and up

WORLDS WITH WRINKLED KNEES. ANIMAL POEMS, by
Barbara Juster Eshensen. lllustrated by John Stadler
{Crowell 1886) $11.95. A callection of poems about words that
express the essence of the animals they identify.

DOGS TO THE RESCUE, by Jeannette Sanderson {5cho-
lastic, 1997) $2.99. As a voung readoer said, "l like dogs. | lixe to
see them rescue people

&
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THE INCREDIBLE STORY QF DOGS. A&E Home Video.
$59.95. An eight-year-old commented, "This is something you
could probably watch again and again and not get bored.”

FOR KIDS: FISH. AN ASPCA PET CARE GUIDE, hy Mark
Evans (Jorling Kendersley, 1993) $9.95. Describes how ta sel
up and maintain an aguarium, plus how to care for fish as
hausehoid pets. It also teaches chiidren how to be caring and
responsible pot owners.

For Ages 12 and up

THE TRUMPET OF THE SWAN, by E.G. White {Harper
Collins, 19700 $3.95. Louis 15 a triimpeter swean with a terrible
problern: unlike his brothers and sisters, he can’t make a sound.
His father says he'll help, aswill 3 human friend, Sam Beaver, a
hoy wha loves all wild animals. The story is a classic by the
master writer who also dolighted us with CHARLOTTF'S WEB
and STUART LITTLL.

KING OF THE WIND, by Marguerite Henry {(5imun and
Schusler, 1948 $3.95, Calling all harse lovers . and even those
mildly interested in them. Ms. Heney's books revolve around
horses and are classics, both for their ability to enterlain and
enlighten. KING OF THE WIND tells of a devoted stableboy
and the golden Arabian stallion, Sham, that he saves. The book
also provides a historical view of the Arabian breed's infla-
paCe on Amerncan thoroughbreds.

prieg—

by Tuler DeLong, 4th grade

i,
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WINTER

STOP, LOUQK, LISTEN, AND SHARE

“inter hrings some unique opportunities at my
hause, | Hve in cenmral Indiana, where snow {Overs
the landscape from time Lo time. Mare than any other

time of the year, | enjoy locking out my window after the snow

has fallen. | have more to ohserve, it scoms, when tho trees are
covered with snow than during any other seasan,

By looking across my backyard into a clump of frees, | can
tel who has been walking there during the night. Over time, |
have learned 1o recognize the tracks of dogs, raccoon, opos-
sum, deer, and birds. Many mornings afler 2 snow, ! see they
have all been in my yard before | came to the windows to greet
the day. Mhats when b wish one of my grandchildren could
stand there with me, so | could teach her to observe the tracks
and think about what the animals wire doing while we slept.

In the cdump of trees separating me from my neigibor, |
ran waolch the large blackbirds that have piled up A bege nest
high up inthe tree tops. They fuss around tha: nest and call to
each ather in their raucous, raw-caw voices. | often wonder
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Aith Lase, Grandina

what they are commnicating as they yell a1 each other and
occasionally swoop to the ground to inspect somathing in my
backyard. | noed to watch more carefully, (o serif there is any
pattern to their yvells and romps in the snow.

The winter also reveals the trees and the landform around
me, showing shapes and contours that [ wauld find hard to
imagine in the Spring and Summoer, when the trees and the
grass are full. Then | can't see my neighhor's house. And | can-
nat see the wash an one side of my yard, wnere the deer and
the raccoon stramble up fram the creek about 250 feet pelow
the level of my yvard. some moinings | am lucky enough Lo see
deer picking their way up the wash from the crock, [ooking
{fur apples Ieft on my apple tree,

On a snow-covered moming, | look out my windgow and
ask: “What is different today? What can | learn today?” Again
| wish o grandchild were noar- -to obsorve and learn with me.

WWith the simplest direction we can turn cnidren into ob
servers. With the easiest of suggestions, we can furn their ob
servations inta icarning. Observation can alsa be a ritual, asin
the observation of a feast day. When | look out my window on
a snowy morning, |stand in awe while 1 alse seek 1o learn.
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LETTERS ON COLD WEATHER

Ages 3-5

Dear Jillian,

Are you gelting out at all in the winter weather? Here's
a picture of me shoveling snow. We have plenty of it!

If it's too cold to go out, you ¢an always enjoy watching
birds or squirrels running in the snow. Could you send me
a drawing of what you see out your window?

R WERRREEEEAEE A
iges b-8

Dear Alex,

Thanks for telling me about your geoyraphy report on
the nuits of Alaska. | learned a lot from youl Your letter
made me hoiice the newspaper article I'm sending. |
' wouldn't have read it if you haden't written about the Inuits.
The articte makes me sad, because it says that these Eski-
mos are being turned into tourist attractions. | thought you
would like to read it, | Know you are concerned about them.
I'm glad you care cohout people from other cultures.

Ages 9-12

Dear Yictoria, .

Thanks for the letter describing your soccer games. You
painted & real “word plcture” of the action. I'll try to paint
one for you about our dog's reactions to the winter.
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With Love Grandma

20

A5 yoll know, Rose is part Laorador retriever. if you look
up Labrador ona gloke your'll find it in northeastern Canada.
Well, Rose is definitely a cold-weather dag. In the summer
she ligs around and pants a lot, But cold and snow bring
our her Arctic heritage,

When we g0 outside, she teaps up in the air, and is as

frisky as a puppy. When we 4o to the meadow, she races
like the wind. But ocur recent snow was up to her chest. So

instead of running, she moved like a porpaise. She leaped
out of the snow, dived back down, leaped up, dove back.

When she's in the snow she never acts tired and never
wants to go home. But you know that Rose is nine years
otd. When she gets home, she naps for the rest of the day.

AS you requested, in my next letter 'l send a picture of
Rose—napping, no doubt!

Ages 13-16

Dear Jonathan,

We saw on the news about that phenomenal snowstorm
yvou had. | tried calling several times, but the circuits were
jammed. Are things getting back {o normal now?

You must have leved the days of no schocl. Did you
cateh up on reading, watch movies, or what? Whenever |
get stuck inside for a while, | dread being deprived of my
reqular activities. But then | quickly find things to do at home.
Grondma camplains most af being unable to get away from
the kitchen,

Pizase write soon and tell us what you're doing (o com-
bat cakin fever.

J




Llsing the Seascns

BOOKS FOR WINTER READING

Reading educators know that recreational reading improves
children's overall reading skills. In winter, reading hecomes an
activity thai children can participate in to pass the time inside.
These beaks are full of adventures that will sweeep children
inte another world compuosed of everything from a dancing
donkey to the classic tale of TREASURF [SLAND. Thay will en-
hance your unior pariner’s reading skills and provido the en-
poyrmnent of a fun-filled stoy.

For Ages 3 and up

MY FIRST ABC, by Marie-Agnes Gaudrat anid Thierry
Courtin (Barron's, 1994} $12.95. A delightiul hook, full of col-
arful illusirations depicting the alphabet in both upper and
iower tases, There are olso helpful learning hints to make let-
ter recognition easier for preschool children.

GOD'S QUIET THINGS, by Nancy Sweetland. lllustrated
by Rick Stevens (Eerdmans, 1994} $15.00. This hook draws
children's attention tu the quret things in the world that often
go unnoticed, Itis a nice bedbime book for younger children
and contains vibrant illustrations of nature.

Far Ages b-8

ZONKEY THE DONKEY, by Virginia Athey (Lucky Books,
1993) $6.50. A tale aboutl a lazy donkey, whose owner decides
he is useless and dedides to sell him at the fair At the {air Zonkey
dances for fair goers, whao toss him dimes far his performance.
Farmer Gray deides to keep Zonkey, so he returns to the farm,
and continues e dance,

J3
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TALES FOR A WINTER'S EVE, by Wendy Watsoi (Farrar,
Straus, 19588) $10.95. Poor Freddie Fax. He hurt himself skiing
and musi make his way home in the dark. But once there, Mama
Fox has dinner waiting and other relatives and friends make
him feel better by entertaining him with a special tale. This
story is perfect for reading aloud at bedtime.

For Ages 9-12

A CHARTREUSE LEDQPARD IN A MAGENTA LIMOUSINE
(And Other Words Named After People and Places), by
Lynda Graham-Barber. lllustrations by Barbara Lehamm
{Hyperian Books, 1994) $14.95. We observe things like jeans,
hamburgers ar shopping malls ali the time, Do we stop to think
why they have those names? This book of toponyrns - waords
that are named after a place, and eponyms  words named
after a person, will provide readers with humaorous and infor-
mative explanations of over 150 words.

BLACK PEOPLE WHO MADE THE OLD WEST, by William
L. Katz {Africa World Press, 19923 $14.95. Thirty five short bio-
graphical sketches of black men and women who were instru-
mental in settling the middle and western United 5tales.

THE THINK BOOK, by Marilyn Burns {Incentive Publish
ing, 1990) $16.95. A book that teaches kids how to solve puz
rling problems, and challenges them to use their critical-think:
ing abilitics in a fun and creative way.

THE DOOR IN THE WALL, by Marguerite de Angeli {Dcll,
1897) $2.69. A young boy named Robin journeys thraough En-
gland when the threat of war is very near, The Welsh attark
tho castle where his {ather is staying, and it is up 1o Robin to
save his father and his country.
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For Ages 13-16

SPACE CHALLENGER: THE 5TORY OF GUION BLUFORD,
by Jim Haskins and Kathfeen Benson (Lernei Publishing,
1984} $16.00. Underlining the values of hard wark, commit-
ment, and familv support, this is the inspiring story of the first
black aAmerican to fly into space. Riscouraged in high school
from attending college, Guion Bluford went on to become a
combal pilot, receive a Ph.D. in aerospace enginecring, and
fly on the Chalienger's second flight as mission specialist.

TREASURE ISLAND, by Rohert Louis Stevenson {Ran-
dam House, 1998) $7.99. This classic tale of piracy and buried
treasure is an adventure {ull of cxcitement, A story that all
tecnagers will enjoy.

SUSAN BUTCHER AND THE IDITARCE TRAIL, by Ellen
Ni. Dolan (Walker, 1993) $15.95. This book describies the an-
nual dog sled race from Anchorage to Nome, Alaska, and the

life of the first woman o win it for three consecutive years,
The iditared race has it origins in the efforts of mushers to
deliver life-saving diphtheria medicine {o childron.




With Lowe, Geonedimo

SPRING

DRAWING TO COMMUNICATE

My lour-year-old granddaughter sent
me o pickure of Cinderella in her bait
gown-- -nol white, but pink and blue and
maroan. 1t was signoed simply, "Love,
Nicole " 5he colored the picture fraom an
old-fashioned coloring book after hear-
ing the story of Cindercella.

When | write to my grandchildren, |
usualiy send a very brief message (thal,
their parernts can read to them) and a picture—-a photograph
or a piclure cut out of a newspaper or Imagazine. Pictures give
us @ way to communicate with chiidren before they lcarn to
read and wiile with stendard print. Pictures remind young
stors that you are thunking of them and love them.

The sarne statement applies (o older children, A drawing
or a photograph may often send the message that you want
to offer. A picture posteard, for example, says clearly: “1'm en-
joying myself and thir king of you.” Nire message.

In Spring we all want to get outside, to enjoy the warmer
weathar You can wse your grandchild's natural love of oul-
donr play as a topic for letters about those activities, Ask what
games the child plays with friends, or if they go to a park to-
gether. You can add nows of what you do in Spring too; gar-
dening, walking, tennis, golf, etc..

Another Way of Learning

Our Family Literacy Center has avidegtlape, Make a Differ-
nnee: Tafk about Books, that shows families how to converse
about hooks they read together, One strategy shows a father
and twa boys reading Treasure Kland together After finishing
a chapter, t1.ey cach draw a picture thal represents a feeling
or idea thre y want to share. Then they talk about their draw-
ings and ¢ vapliment cach other for what they expressed, They
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arjoy communicating through their iHlustrations, and they learn
cach other's thoughts in a way that does not need words.

A 12 year-old boy with whom | share letters said he was
having difficulty figuring out his math probrlems. Al the time,
he was working on a way to determine the area of a trinngloe.
I suggested he draw a picture as he worked through his math
problems; perhaps his drawings would help him see more
clearly what he had to do. He then sent hack his drawings and
notes for a problem as his way of thanking me for the idea.
Drawing did in fact help him salve the problems more easily.

As you know, psychotherapists sometimes ask clients to
draw a picture that ropresents their feelings. The therapist
hopes to learn through images what may not reveal itself
through words. Mot everyone is articulate enough to describe
all that resides in his or her mind. Drawing becomes anuther
way to communicate feelings and ideas.

Pictures also rmake you and your life vivid for yaur grand-
child, They give a sense of your realily, your persenality. Mare
wrnportantly, pictures tell grandchildren that they oo can com-
municate effectively through drawing or piclures.

by Jessica Mitchell, 6th grade
J7
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LETTERS ABOUT SPRING

Ages 3-5

Dear lordan,

I'm sending you this picture of a cactus growing in our
yard. You can also see our view of the mountains. Would
yau send me a drawing of a tree growing in your yard?

Ages 6-8

Dear Emma,

You are such a good atrtist. | have tacked the iatest draw-
ing you sent me to my office bulletin board. Whenever my
co-workers come i, they stop to admire vour weork and
ask, “Who's the artist?” I'm always proud to say, "Oh, my
granddaughter Emma drew it." You have turned my office
into an art gallery.

Ages 9-12

Dear Phoebe,

I'm yglad youl liked the newspaper pictures of the snow-
stormt. D you ever wish you lived in a state that had snow?
My sons used to like the snow in Decemuer and lanuary
because school was canceiled on saome days, 5o they had
fun sledding and building a snow fart. But seon they would
want the weather to be warm, so they could ride their bikes.
Tell me what kind of outdoor activities yol're enjoying.
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Ages 13-16

Dear Mike,

| was talking to a boy who was reading TREASURE [5-
LAND, by Robert Lewis Stevenson. He showed me a sketch
he had drawn after reading a chapter. Here is the drawing.

| thought it was a great way to help a reader visualize
the setting or the action of a story. What do you think of
the idea?

sametimes | draw charts or graphs when | am trying to
understand a historicat account. If you do things like that,
perhaps you would be willing to share some of your
sketches with me.

by Colin J.S. Cookman, 5th grade
101
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BOOKS FOR SPRING READING

For Ages 3 and up

1 READ SIGNS, by Tana Hoban {Greenwillow Books, 1983)
$4.95. tana Hoban's many books {for children use her photo-
graphs to teath concopts such as color or form, but most of all
thoy encourage readers to look closely at the art within cvery-
day surroundings. This book infroduces signs and symhbols seen
along Lhe highway,

For Ages 5 and up

ND GOOD IN ART, By Rairiam Cohen, llustrated by
LiHian Hoban {(Greenwillow Books, 1980) $4.99. Jim thinks
he's ne good i art, In fact, he may be the only kindergartner
with an empty page instead of a drawing.

For Ages 9 and up

DRAWING FROM NATURE, by Jim Anarshky, illustrated
by the author. (William Marrow, 1987) $8.95 Spring is @ gyreat
time ta develop artistic skills. Both nature and hurait activity
offer so much that ane never lacks subject matter. Ollen you
need go only as far as the back yard to find it. Hore's a nond{'c-
tion boeok to enrourage the young artist. This unigue approach
to drawing asks the reader/artist to observe natural features—
flowing water, seasonal and forest changes before putting
pencit to paper. Although this is not a typical how-to-draw
book. it presents information on the technical nspects of draw-
ing from nature clearly and concisely.




Using the Seasons

THE FLEVENTH HOUR. A CURIOUS MYSTERY, by Graeme
Base {Harry N. Abrams, 1988} $11.95% An elephant’s 11th hirth
day party features 11 games preceding the banguet (o be caten
at the eleventh hour But when the time to esat arrives, the
birthday feast has disappearced. The reader is invited to guess
the thicf. That's just the story; savor the visual tale as well.

For Ages 12 and up

Who says picture books without words arc anly for the very
young? Here are three for students ranging from middie school
to college. Such books are worth studying for the storins their
artwark tatls, but some teachers also ask students to read the
pictures, then write the story they think belongs to them. WIN-
DOWS, by Jeannie Baker {Grocnwillow Books, 1921; $14.00},
features amazing collage constructions, showing a changing
ervironment as viewed {rom a boy's bedroom window. THIE
FLIES, by Eric Rohmann {Crown Publishers, 1994; $15.00), i3
a tale of a bird flying around a dinosaur exhibit in a natural
history museum. FULL MOON SOUR or THE FALL OF THE
HOTEL SPLENDIDE, by Alastair Graham (Fonguin, 1996,
11%5.00) is a tarcical romp about strange and ridiculous things
that happen when the hotet chef samples the soup under the
full monn.
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SUMMER

SUMMERTIME, AND THE LEARNING 1S EASY

I seems thatl every child now
goes tosome kind af camp in sum-
mer. Though | know there are
many kids who da not, the num-
her of campers grows each year.

Going to the backwoods to en-
joy nature and learning Lo live in a
primitive ecnvironment still appeals
to some families; bul the empha-
sis for today’s summer camps has
shifted to learning or improving
skills. Sparts camps, the main des

tination of most kids, have cropped up on practically every
zollege campus in the country.

Iy my hometown literally thousands of youngsters repaort
each surnmer to sports camps that cover every shart | can think
pvt—from football to fencing. Kids enroll in these camps tolearn
now 1o becarmne more competitive, and of course for tive pros
tige of attending a sparts camp at a university.

Academic camps open apparunitics for other groups of
kids to improve their computer, writl.g, speaking, lcadership,
fareign language, science, or math skills. Semmer months can
be a time for intense learning, no matter what the child's in
terest may be.

Camp in your library

| belieye there are bwo guidelines that we can send the
children with whom we correspond. Both of them reinforee
the notion thal summer s a time o confinue tearning, butl
perhans nut in schoal,
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Guideline 1:

We can learn anywhere we decide to learn, We control our
iearning, not a school or a teacher. So we wan decide to learn
in our backyard or in the library just as well as in schoot ar
camp. For example, if one of our relatives has a failing kidney,
we can go to the library and learn all about the {unctions of
the kidneys and how peaple survive when a kidney fails. The
libirary is one of the first places to go for suramer learning
through reading.

Guideline 2:

Use summer learning ta develop people skills. Besides the
particular focus of any camp {like tennis or compiters}, camp
ors mnust learn to get along with a variety of other kids, Those
close intrractions test the adaplability, the paticnee, and the
respect that each camper brings to this new cnviranment. In
the library, at a museum, or on the playground, similar appar
tunities occur, Tach child experiences the give and take of a
Hroad society; he or she must learn how to act responsibly and
charitably while working with other summer learners.
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LETTERS FOR
WARM SUMMER DAYS

send a posteard to your grandchild this summer. You dan't
nave to Lravel far, a card picturing your hometown can be as
interesting as a distant location. Here are soma sample mes-
sages to inspire your own correspandence.

Ages 3-5

Dear Redina,

This postcard shows a castle we visited in England. Did
you know that your first name means queen? When we

visited this castle, | thought of you. Would you like to live
in this castie?

Ages 6-8

Dear Jaime,

Greetings from Canada! We arrived #Monday for our sum-
mer stay. We've been coming here for about 20 years. We've
been busy unpacking and getting the boat in the water,
Now I'm ready to do some fishing. Hope | catch lots of
Northern Pike, like the one on this postcard. 1'll send oL
another card to let you know whether I'm successful,
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Dear LaShonda,

This may sound strange, but though I've lived in Louis-
vile a long time, I've never been to the Kentucky Derby
horse race. |'ve been to Churchili Downs race track, where
the Derby is held, but never on Derby Day. It's too crowded
for me to enjoy the race. I'm also not interested in betting.
| sent you this postcard to show you what | do like about
the Derby and Churchill Downs: the pretty horses.

Ages 13-16

Dear Rick,

I'm glad you liked the postcard from New Orleans. Know-
ing you}:}!ay trumpet in your school band, | thought you'd
get a kick out of seeing the picture of the Preservation Jazz
Band Hall. It was a terrific performance.

| know you won't be abie to send me a tape of your
band concert, but if you think about it, pick up an extra
copy of the program to send me. I'd [ike to read about
wheat your band and the other performers played. Oh, and
don't forget to keep practicing!
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I

T
SUMMERTIME READING FUN

Reading just for fun can give kids a rmore positive attitude
toward using reference and textbooks. Sunmer is a perfect
time for kids to fearn about the pleasures of recreational read
ing. Encourage your grandchild 1o make reqular trips to the
library in summer. Suggest some of these whimsical books and
remind him/her that o librarian s always happy to help find
them. These titles would also make great gifls for grandkids.

For Ages 3 and up

HILARY AND THE LIONS, by Deborah DeSaix {iFarrar
Straus, 1990} $15.00. The stone lions in front of the library come
alive, taking HHilary on a magicat whirlwind tour of the city
before returning her safely home, Kirkus Revicws says, "The
richly tumimous paintings are entrancing.”

HAIRY MACLARY FROM DONALDSAON'S DAIRY, hy
Lyniley Dodd (Gareth Stevens, 1988) $18.95. The reader fol
lows the little black dog Hairy and his pals on their walk to the
tar end of tawn. Kids will enjoy reprating the phrase "Hairy
Maclary from Donaldson's Dairy” as they read.

For Ages 5 and up

JUST US WOMEN, by Jeannette Caines. lllustrations
by Pat Cummings (Harpe- Collins, 1984} $4.95, A young yir
and her favorite aunt share the excilement of planning a very
special car trip to visit grandparents and relalives living in a
small town in the South., "he beautiful illustrations portray
what some lucky children get lo do; travel Trom their big city
hormes in the Narth to smal towrns in the South, where grand
parents and other extended family still e,
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THE RELATIVES CAME, by Cynthia Rylant, illustrated
by Stephen Gammell (Simon and Schuster, 1903) ©5.99. Some-
times in the summer you visit family, and sometimes the fam-
ily visits you, in the form of family reuntans. In fhis stary ot a
summer reunion, relatives “of all shapes and sizes” pile out of
the station wagon and sethle in throughout the house, laugh-
ng and hugging everyone,

THE STUPIDS TAKE OFF, By Harry Allard and James
Wiarshall {Houghton Mifflin, 1983) £14.95, The Stupid family
vacation begins and ends with zany visits to the Stupids’ vari-
ous relalives. One young reat. of this book said, "It's espe-
cially funny when the Stupids go to bed in their diving suits.”

For Ages -8

FRECKLE JUICFE, by Judy Blume {Houghtlon Mifflin, 19495}
$7.50. Andrew longs to have frockles like Nicky. Sharon con-
vinces Andrew to buy her secret recipe for freckles; then the
unexpected happens. Miss Kelly comes to the rescue and tinds
a magic freckle remover for Andrew.

CLIVER BUTTON IS A 5IS5Y, by Tomie de Paola (Harcourt
Brace, 1990) $6.00. Althouyh Dliver's classmates taunt him for
not playing ball, he continues to do what he enjoys: he dances.
At last his classrnates discover and approeciste Oliver's talent.

For Ages 9 and up

THE MISSING PIECE MEETS THE BIG O, by Shel
Silverstein (Harper Callins, 1981) $13.99. The missing picoe is
wailing for someane 1o come along and take it somewhere,
The big O comes along and helps the missing plece o sec that
it can rofl along alone,

A WRINKLE IN TIME, by Madeleine L'Engle (Ifoughtan
Mifflire, 1997) $13.99. This popular author’s classic offers o mix
of fantasy and science fiction. Four students venturce into space
and time when one student’s father disappears while doing
secret scientific work for ihe government.
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HANK THE COWDOG series, Valumes 7-23, By Johh R.
Erickson (Maverick Books, 1994 ) §6.95-$15.95, audiocassettes.
Hank the Cowdog books are fun to read or listen (o, especially
on long trips in the car. The goofy humaor keeps everybody
entertained, as you learn of the exploits of a slightly pompous
cowdog, Hank, and his faithful sidekick Drover as they super-
vise ranch sccurity.

For Ages 12 and up

NORBY AND THE INVADERS, by Janet and Isaac Asimov
(Watker, 1985} $10.95. Jeff and Norhy, his robot friend, rush
aff to the planet Jarya to aid Mentor First, Norby's ancestor.
The two have a series of humorous escapades, incduding a side
trip to a planet inhabited by blimp-like creatures cafled Hleno,
This science-fiction tale wili appeal to cven reluctant readers,

BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA, by Katherine Paterson, illus-
trated by Donna Diamond (Harper Trophy, 1987 $4.50, Jess
Aaraons' one ambition is to be the fastest runner at Lark Ei-
pmentary School, but his life changes when a girl, Leslio Burke,
challenges hirn. Leslie is an enigmatic newcomer whose Tamily
dacsn't even awn a TV, Together they create a secret kingdom
called Terabithia, and a whole new world of imagination apens
up toJess, which suslains him after tragedy strikes his friend.

THE 3ECRET GARDEN, by Frances Hodgson Burnett
(Crown Publishers, 19113 $4.99. This tale of children misunder-
stood and suffering but conguering all has maintained a de-
voted Tollowing for almost a hundrod years, Mary, the or-
phaned heroine, is sent ta live at a huge estate. She discovers
a secret garder, a master with a crooked back, his ailing son
Colin, and Dicken, a maid’s younger brother. Under Dickon’s
quidance, the children make the garden grow and bloom—
weithout realizing thatin the process they too grow and bloom.

COME A STRANGER, by Cynthia Voigt (Atheneum, 1986}
$4.45 Though the main character s only 11, older readers may
respond to her situatlion, As an African-American studying
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ballel in a primarily white cullure, she begins Lo ieel confi-
dence in her talent and skills. Bul when someone then belrays
her she musl deal wilh another new situation,

WHY DID THE UNDERV/EAR CROS5 THE ROADR? (Koerman
Scholastic, 1994) $713.95, Justin “the idea man” Zeckendorf is
determined to win Lhe 4th-grade Good Deed Confest, But he's
siuck wilh bwo drippy girls, lessica Zander and Margaret
Zachary. Everyone calls them the three 2°s, and hustin is sick of
it. When he teams up with two of the smartest girls for the
caniest, his zany ideas almaost cost them their chance to win.

For Ages 13-16

MOTOWN AND DIDI- A LOVE 5TORY,. by Walter Dean
Myers (Bantarn, 1987) $3.99, Didi and Motown fall in love while
trying to save Didi's brother from drug addiction.

ONE FAT SUMMER, by Robert Lipsyte (Harper Collins,
14991} $4.50. The story of an overweight boy'’s quest {ar self-
respect,

MRS, FRISBY AND THE RATS OF NIMH, by Margaret
Buffie (Siman and Schuster, 1986) $4.50. In this science fiction

tale, rats become superintelligent through a series of labora-
tory injoctions.
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What's Happening
at School?

LEARNING

SCHOOL AND LEARNING by Naami Ritter

ince school time cccupies such asignificant part of any

child’s life, your grandchild’s school experiences offer

a natural topic for ictters. Grandparonts can expand

an positive aspects of education in their own lives and those
of peaple tho child adrires. For instance, the crucial factor
enahbling frederick Douglass (o become an effective activist
for African-Americans was his learning taread at an eariy age.
A letter about the huge opportunity thatl fecarning can give
anyone may help to motivate your grandchild’s schoot wark.
You can also boost a child's interest in subjects that you
enjoy too. fake Geography, for instance, which we all need to
know. Cven if you're not thrilled by the academic study of maps,
your have prohably visited some places—near or far-—that a
child might like reading about in your letters. Places in the
news also offer ready topics, Kids are usually interested in the

oo
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focations of the Olympics, or any news story about children
their own age. Writing about the news also encourages 1he
readding about the news.

The Discipline of School Makes Us Successful Adults

I your grandchild writes about histher school experiences,
there will probably be some complaints about having 1o do
unwelcome things. Far instance, in the first grade many chil-
tren have trouble just sitting still for hours on end. For older
kids this consiraint translates inlo the need to concentrate on
subjects of little or no interest. Homework and tests form a
steady demand that students are required Lo meet, and many
refacl against it

Howe can you soften such burdens? Your letiers can explore
strateqies for helping a child accept them. First of all, you can
identify personally with your grandchild’s complaints, recall-
ing your own school problems. Then you can introduce the
long view: say how all that unpleasantness appeared o you
later as just "coiming with the territory” of growing up.

If children see that discipline is their best friend in becorm-
ing successiul, happy prople, they are already on the way 1o
success. Motivation flows from the conviction that daing the
hard work pays olf. For many peaple, work brings its own re-
ward. You can wiite about the many satisfaciions of duing a
jub well; of taking pride in your work; of knowing that you
contribute to a worthy project. You might cite examples from
your own wark that have given you particular pleasure.

Maximizing the Fun of School

OF course your'll want {o write about the good times kids
tan have al school too. Far example, some education theorists
believe the socializing process is just as valuable as the other
kKinds of learning at school.

Your letters might ask about friends your grondehitd has
made al school and what they do together. Another tupic is
teamwork: schoal activily often includes team projocts, so you
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might ask the role your grandchild is playing. Any such exten-
sion of “book-learning,” such as the arts, {ield trips, interview-
ing, or rosearch i - the commiinity, treates intoresting appor
runiting for your . cespondence.

Encouraging Curiosity

Larry King, the popular radio and TV talk show host, has
attributed his success to his native curiosity. As a child he would
seize every opprortunity to learn fram others by asking ques-
tions, Cven on thoe school bus! He would ask the driver, "50
what's it like driving the bus? What parts do you enjoy most?
what don't you like aboub 1177

e can see that King has developed this basic trait into a
brilliant carcer. Dbviously, asking the right qguestions and lis-
tening carefully to the answers is what distinguisties him as a
host, But do the rest of us need ta be so curious? bi'titimpa-
lite to ask a lot of questions?

Fspecially for children, curiosity is the key to stccess in
sehool. Students must feel interested cnought inwhat they learn
1o ask for more in-
farmatian; oinly by
tning so can they
cxnand their
knowlodge to suit
their own needs.
The aguestianing
process alse persen
alizes ane’s learn
ing, making it
memarakble, How
many times have
you had to leok up
a fact of neghgible
intercst to youl
like your bhank
statement’s closing
date? But you probh-
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ably remember the date December 7, 1941 because the atltack
on Pearl Harbor had personal meaning for you,

Furthermore, i rsuing and satisfying curiosily makes you
an interesting person. An inquiring mind is an invaluable re-
source for touching the life around it If you find your world
warlh guestioning, athe. :will find you worth talking 1o.

Young peaple especially appredate seniors wha take a lively
it lerest in their lives. The ald fogeys whose standard reaction
15, “(Oh, these kids today! What is the world coming to?” don't
erncourage inleraction. You don't have ta like what the youth
cutlture adopls —rock music, for instance—but kids will be im-
pressed by Lthe interest expressed by your questians about it
Whooeowrr asks guestions will go Tar, bolh in school and in life,

by Morgan Lads, 1st Grade
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LETTERS ABOUT SCHOOL

Ages 3-5

Dear Samantha,

| hear you are going to start going to school in the morn-
ings. It will be fun to learn some new songs and make some

new triends.

After your first week, please write to teil me about what
youl like best about your new school.

Dear Abe,

Starting a new school year is exciting, isn't it? When |
was a boy, | always wondered what new things | would
learn. What do you think you will ieain this year in math?

Keep working hard. You will be happy if you do. Please
write to tell me about schoaol.

]M




With Love, Grandma

Ages 9-12

— = me— ..

Dear Rachel,

You will learn rmany new ideas this yvear, | am sure. You
will aiso make new friends if you want to do so. That's the
wonderful thing about starting a new school year.

A new school year is a great time to ask curselves how
we will make this a super year, What do yo'! think you want
to accomplish this year? Do you have a subject in which

you want to raise your grade? Are there projects that you
want to work on?

Please tell me about the things you want to do. If there
s any way | can help you, just say the word!

Ages 13-16

(o - — L

Dear Bobby,

What are you up to in school now? It's so long since |
was in the tenth grade; | bet t couid learn plenty about
what you are studying too. Also, do you still do those mar-
velous cartaons? | loved the ones you sent me from the
school newspaper; please keep sending them!

| wander If cartooning can be a successful career, OF
caurse the really successful cartoon artists, like Jim Garfield
and Gary Trudeau, must have labared leng befare getting
recognized. Are you interested enaugh in this kind of work
o persist at it?

Love to everyone, but especially to you!

'.
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BOOKS AND VIDEOS
ABGUT LEARNING

For Ages 3-5

KNOWING NUMBERS, UNDERSTANDING OPPOSITES
(Flaysknol Books, 1997) $5.99. These tabbed board books ox-
plain essential concepts with colorfut indexed tabs. Bright, lively
oicddures of children and favorite objects make the books ap-
pealing for toddlers to use by themselves,

CARL GOES TO DAYCARE, by Alexandra Day (Farrar
Straus, 1993) $5.95% BOOKLIST said, "In this almast wardless
{antasy, Carl takes charge of his daycare center when the
Leacher accidentally gets locked outside. Sure to be ane of the
favorites in a deservedly popular series.”

For Ages b-8

THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS BOXED 5ET (Scholastic Video)
$38.99. The Maqic School Bus is on the move, with three vid-
ros loaded with fun and information, In THE BUSASAURLS
kids fearn all about prehistoric animals; TAKING FLIGHT deals
with airplanes; THF MAGIC SCHOOL BUS FLEXES TS MUSTLES
tells about the humaen body and how it works.

IF YOU'RE NOT HERE, PLEASE RAISE YOUR HAND: PO-
EMS ABOUT SCHOOL, by Kalli Dakos. {(Sirmon and Schuster,
1995} $3 85 This collection celebrates the joy and heartbreak
of elementary school, Students and teachoers tell their stories
that kids have called "very funny." Named amaong KIS FA-
YORITE RONOKS by the Children's Book Council,
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For Ages 9 and up

NOTHING'S FAIR IN FIFTH GRADE, by Barthe
DeClements (Scholastic, 1998) $2.9%. Winner of ten State
Children's Books Awards and the Califurnia Young Reader
Medal, this book is about a graup of fitth graders that muost
dea] with an overweight classmate who steals everyone's lunch
money 1o buy candy for herself. BOOK LI5T said, "A humaorous
tale thatl rocks with fifth-grade truth.®

SPACEMAN, by Jane Cutler {Dutton, 199/} $14.99 When
Gary habitually “spaces out” in class, his parents send him to a
special school for kids with fearning difficulies. There he learis
that being different also means being uniguely valuable.

For Ages 12 and up

MY UNDERRATED YEAR, by Randy Pawell. {Farrar Straus,
1991) $3.95. Rager's dreams far sophomore year seem threat-
cned when he foels attracted to Mary Jo, his anly rival for Lhe
1op place on the tennis team, The SCHOGL LIBRARY JOURNAS
said, "Roger's candid narration humaorowsly and poignantly
exposes the fragile ego of the teenage athlete . Readees will
cmpathize with the emaelional roller coaster of high school
sports and friendships,”

PROMISE ME THE MOON, by Joyce Barnes ([2ial Books,
1997) $14.99. Annies eighth-grade year is full of pressures:
her boyfriend and best girlfriend are drifting away, and she's
n the Enriched Science dass. Should she apply to one of the
pest high schools in Ohio, which would help her pursue her
goal of becoming an astronaut? Readers will recognize their
own dilemma in Annie’s nagging guestion, "Who am 7"

THE TAKING OF ROOM 114, A HOSTAGE DRAMA IN FO-
EMS, by Mel Glenn (Lodestar Books, 199/ $16.99. This pow
erful book about same seniors taken hostage by their teacher
raveals tho draams, fears, and secrels of kids in an urkan high
school. Perfect for all teohagers who think they hate poetry.
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

IT'S FIELD TRIP TIME

Have you been ta the airport when a.
group of children parade down the con-
course led by an airpart guide? Or at a
government monument, such as the Lin-
coln Memorial in Washinglon DC, when
dozens of school buses discharge chil-
dren? Or at the local fire station when a
aroup of school children come to see
what a local firchouse looks like? The
chiidren and their teachers are there an
a field trrp.

Spring is the prime time {or teachers to take students on
fimid trips, excursions that broaden their experience. As pen
pals to grandchildren, we can remind therr: we are inteested
in what they are learning on these trips. In your letters, be
yute to ask specific questions abaut what they Tound interest-
ing and what they learned from their new expertence.

Though the pirase “field trip” is @ school-based term, we
can learn any time e visit g new place, If | walk to a neigh-
norhood museum displaying cowhay art, | learn sometiving
neva. [f | visit a park with a wide variety of trees that are markerd
with thioie names, ! learn samething new. If | goto a rive- narge,
| learn about ihe layors af rock that the river has laid nare,

We can remind our writing partners that theso excursions
may reveal ideas worth pondering. Share thern. When you take
a small trip and find something interesting, don't just send
your pen pal a posicard that says, "Wish you were here,” In-
stead, give at least one fadt that captured your imagination,
Share your adventures with children and encourage thern to
share thoirs with you. Your exciternent about what you learn
can be Infectlous, Since ledrming never vids, young and old
¢an learn logether, taking pleasure in sharing knowledge.

L1110
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LETTERS ON
TAKING AN EXCURSION

Ages 3-5

Dear Christopher,

Your mom wrote that you visited the fire station with
your ¢lass. Fire trucks always used to be red, but now some-
times they are yeflow or green. What color were the fire
trucks yoll saw? Please send me a drawinyg!

Dear Sherry,

Thanks for your letter describing your trip to the Natu-
ral History museum. Those dinosaur skeletons sound im-
pressive... and a little scary. How did you learn how to spell
the names, like apatosaurus and tyrannosaurus?

Ages 12

Dear Haley,

As Lwrite this [etter, I'm looking out the window into my
backyard. We have had so miuch rain that it locks like a
littie pond cut there. And to think, where you five it's been
so dry, vou've had problems with fires. Wish there were
some way we could send some of this rain to yaur area.
That would help everyone, wouldn't it?
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Ages 13-16

Dear Efren,

I'm enclosing some brochures sbout the dmoky Moun-
tain National Park, which should dive you some good Infor-
mation for your report, I'm giad you mentionad you wiere
researching that togic, | enjoy helping you. It also gives me
an opparturity to recail times 1 visited the Smokies. Piease
let me lincw how your report turns out.
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BOOKS ABOUT TRAVELING

For Ages 3 and up

THE UMBRELLA DAY, by Nancy Evans Coaney (Philomel,
1989} $14.95, Missy thinks she doesn't need an tmbrella, but
finds it can do mare than just protect her from the rain. This
ook prompts children to create imaginative adventures when
under an umbred|a.

THE DAY IIMMIY'5 BOA ATE THE WASH, by Trinka Hakes
Noble. lllustrated by Steven Kellogg (Penguin Books, 1980}
$4.99. It starts aff as an ardinary class trip to the farm: boring.
But befare lang, chaos takes over as one zany incddent Teads
Lo anather. Soan the entire farm is in an uproar.

For Ages 5 and up

50NG [EE AND THE LEECH MAN, by Suzy Kline (Viking,
1995} $11.99. tarry plots revenge against Sidney, tho lass
tattletale, when Miss Mackle's second graders ge on a field
trip to the pand.

THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS, by Joanna Cale. lilustrated
by Bruce Begen {Scholastic, Inc., 1987-1994) $14.9%-919.95,
Just name where you'd like to visit: The Waterwarks, The So-
[ar System, On the Ceean Floor, Inside the Human Body, In the
Time of the Dinosaurs. Then the strangest teachar over, Ms,
Frizzle, will Jead her ¢lass an a field trip there.

For Ages 9 and up
2085 THE TIME WARP TRIO series, by lon Scieszka (Vi
king/Penguin, 1995) $11.99, On a field trip to New York's Mu
seurn of Natural History, Joe, Sam and Fred travel 100 years
into the future, whore they encounter robots, antigravity disks,
and their own grandchildrern.
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TINTIN'S TRAVEL DIARIES, by Daniel De Bruycker and
Maxmilien Dauber (Barran's, 1995} $6.95. This series enables
readers 1o explore ten different countrias with Tintin and his
cartoon pals. Farh volume tooks at a country’s customs, cul-
ture and geography, using rartoon art and color photos. In
tho most recont editions, Tintin tours Scotland and Tibet,

For Ages 12 and up

THE CHILLING HOUR. TALES OF THE REAL AND UNREAL,
by Callin McDonald {Cobblehiil Books, 1992} $14.00. A col
lection of horror stories, in which strange occurrences happen
i otherwise normal settings—such as a scheol field trip.

CRAZY WEEKEND, by Gary Soto {Scholastic, Inc, 1934
$3 50 Spending the weekend in his uncle’s messy apartment
in Fresno is not Hector's idea of getting away from it all. But
after flying o rickety plane, spotting an armored car heist, and
warding off bumbling thieves, it becomes his craziest week-
end ever,

. \ 4 I :rﬂ, iﬁ

."..__-".IIIr -|- ) ! l___: [ ___l _{- l‘iw.rfq
by David Halla, 6th grade
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Loew 121




Quick Ideas for
Quick Letters

IDEAS FROM AND ABOUT
WRITING GRANDPARENTS

eres an account af my own enthusiastic correspoen-
dence with my granddaughter. Se¢ i# you can adapt
what 've done to your particular relationship with
your jrandehild.

"Hera’s Mud in Yaur Eye—A Pig Tale”

My throe-year-old granddaughter Aiko lives in Honalulu,
Though she tan't read yet, [ send her notes several Uimes edch
month. Fwant her to know me through my letters as much as
throuth our quick helles over the telephone.

When | write (o Aiko, | try to send her something that will
atiracl the attention of a three year old—a photograph, a pic-
ture from a magazine, an audio cassette, or a short hook. |
want her to see or hear something fram me besides the words
that her mether or father will read from my notes.
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One of my notes was written on the back of a photo. | had
taken a picture of a group of pigs. One of the pigs was looking
directly into the camera. | drow a speech balloon from the
pig's mouth, so he seemed to say, "Hi, Aiko!”

CIn Lthe back of the photo | printed this message:

s e, — - - ——

Dear Aiko,

Why don't you take this picture to schoof? Ask your
friends what they know about pigs. Let me know what you
learn.

| lave you.

Grandpa

The next week whon | called my Honalulu family, | learned
that Aiko took the picture Lo her daycare school 1t was a hit
with her friends because the caregiver put the picture on the
bulletin baard, and they had a conversation about pigs, They
found books with pigs in them, and they laughed at the "funny
Grandpa who took pictures of pigs.”

When L write 1o grandchildren, | use material from my daily
life as much as possibile. Snapshols—whether recent o ald—
make eyre.catching connections belween me and my grand-
children. For example: “Here is yrandina when she was your
mother's age.” | also use the front of old greeting rards a4 a
way of communicating with a very young grandehild. Recently,
I found a posteard showing the beautiful flower called the
Bird of Paradise. t sent the card with a this brief message:

Dear Aiko,

This flower is called the Bird of Paradise. Can you see
why it is called a bired?

Love, Grandpa




{uick Iefeas for Quick Deflers

As these rhildren yrow older, my messages will bhecome
more complex, but the hasic concerns will stay the same: ] care
about you and want you to learn all you can. My messages
may emphasize education or character development, depend-
ing un the rosponses that | get. | can try to be funny or serious
in writing. In ather words, | can be myself. It great fun, and!
feel good when | write to my grandkids.

Here are some suggestions on writing from members of
aur Senior Partiers Network.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)

8)

Make your letters strangly encouraging.

Enclose snapshots that illustrate your, your home, pets,
and interesting places and acbivities. Pictures enhance
the educational vaiue of your Tetter and add excitement.

send educational brochures about your area, free from
your Chamber of Commerce.

You can write an inspiring letter in 15 minutes: a small
investment of time with great benefits. Your blessings
will probably exceed your grandchild's. Jesus said: "It is
mare blessed to give than to receive” {Acts 20.35).

e patient. If your grandchild doesn't reply, write again.

Make overy lelter express your love, encouragement,
and enthusiasm.

Try to ke inferesting at the chifd's level Include a chuckle
in each letter. Be natural, infarmal, fun.

Lettors make a vital learning process for tho chidd writ-
ing you. He or she develops skills it writing, reading,
communication, and sel{-expressian. It's positive and
artive, as opposed to the negative influences of over:
dosing on TV

We're sure Lhat your letters will bring your grandehild just
the loving warmth needed to build a unigue refationship.

—frumart and Julie Smoihers
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TOPIC IDEAS

fMonths, weeks and days that cel-
ehrate cvents and people of national sig-
mificance offer letter {opics of immediate
interest. Did you know that National
o Grandparents’ Day isirn early September?
CALENDAR [ i letler to your grandchild at that time
o ___L} yvou rmight write about what a special re
—1 - - il lationship you have togother,
' g, For timely ideas an officially desig-
e Natod events and months, CHASE'S CAL-
ENDAR OF ANNUAL EVENTS (Appletrec
Press) is the perfect rosource. I you can't find it in a book-
store, your public library probably has CHASE'S.
Here's just a sarnple of the information:

1
]

Labor History Month: May

Women’'s History Month: March g
Education and Sharing Day: April 11

Older Americans’ Month: May

Human Rights Weck: December 10-17

Rill of Rights Day: December 1% N

Hispanic Heritage Month: September
United Nations Day: October 24
Native Americans' Month: November
Jewish Heritage Week: April 21-28
National Volunteer Week: April 21-27

Other features are: Spotlight on Peopte (birth and death
artniversaries), Religion, Education, The Past, Facts about States,
National Education Geals— even the Naming of Hurricanes!
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WRITING LETTERS TO OTHER CHILDREN

A central part of a chiid's life is

friendship. The Senior Partners Net-

! '/ . work helps seniars be just the encour-

2. _ aging friend 4 child may need, by giv-

ing the gift of lelterwriting. Seniors

in the Network do for other kids what

you da far your grandkids. A Semar

Partner ensures that a Jluniar Partner

has a special aolder pen pal—one whk » can share discoveries,

offer advice on problems, and generally enioy friendship

through the mail. Such a partner can make the difference be-
Lwenn Tailure and success in young lives.

Senior Partners aiso derive benefits from this relationship.
i1 1990 a study by the Center on Rural Elderly concluded that
seniors and youths benefilsignificantly by programs that spon-
sor activities between Lhe twao groups.

some bhenefits for semors are:
highor self-esteem

new friends and social contacts
rostored confidence

shared skills and Lalents

A chanoe to exchange affoction

L 44484

ame benefits for the youth are:

a broader view of life and aqing 1
a sense of responsibility

an acceptance of differences

meaningful relationships with someone special

interaction with positive adult role models

IR 3 B W

{Saurce: intergenerational Relatians, Cenlor on Rural Elderly,
May 12590.)

Service clubs and geaups of retired persons can help young
peaple through the Senior Partners Network. In just a few min-
utes a month, you could build a lasting friendship and increase
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a child’s enthusiasm for learning. If you would like to have a
pen pal, just call or write, and we will happily give you as many
lunior Partners as you have Ume and energy 1o correspond
wit™, bust call the Family Literacy Centor at (800) 799-4723 o
sign up for the Senior Partners Network,

Truman and lulic Smothers are enthusiastic Senior Martners,
who sent the following letter to the editor of THE VWRITE PART.
MNER nowslettor. The Smatherses live inthe desert, near Deming,
Noew Mexico.

— = — e

Cear Editor,

We heartily congratutate you for your great project that
brings together public school students and seniors as let-
ter-writing partners! We're so impressed we've both re-
quested three young pen pals. Over the years we've had
great joy writing to pen pals.

Many peopie -both young and old  -say they will write
letters, but fail to keep their commitment. You're probably
encountering this snag. Qur counsel is "Never be discour-
aged. lust be encouraged by those who do write, by those
wiho share your vision of the benefits of this project.”

Julie and | are assigned to students Kisha Smith and
Jacok Tussey in the same school in Salem  which is close
to Julie's home town of Louisville, where we met 14 years
ago. We are hoping to receive our first letter from them
any day. Meanwhile, on the phone, | requested that you
assign us to another student each. If all reply, that would
give us two students each.

If you have plenty of students on your list, may we re-
guest one mare pen pal each? That would give us three
¢ach if all reply. This could help you fill the gap, as | fear
some seniors would rather go fishing than write letters!

’ God Bless You!

Truman and Jilio N
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THE READING AND WRITING CHALLENGE

Fhe LS. Department of Education sponsors a program
Lolted READ*WRITE*NOW! Free kits include a 48 page book-
let, “Activities for Reading and Writing un,” plus how-1o
materials, a vocabulary tog, certiticates and more.

What, you ask, is READ*WRITE*NOW?

It's a challenge ta improve the reading and writing of chil-
dren in preschool through sixth grade.

How can a person participate?

Chack with your local library. Kits are available at 16,000
libraries and at many READING 1S FUNDAMENTAL {(RIF} sites.
Check the Web site- httpdvaww.ed. govifamily/ Gr call 1 800-
LUSA-LEARN.
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OTHER RESOURCES
BOOKS FOR PARENTS

THE CURIOUS LEARNER. HELF YOUR CHILD
DEVELOP ACADEMIC AND CREATIVE
SKILLS, by Marjorie R. Simic, WMelinda
NMcClain, and Michael Shermis. Gives prac
tical advice on developing children's natural cu
rasily about math, science, and history, and
shows how to spark children’s appreciation of
naetry, musig, art, and writing. Includes expert
advice, books and activities to share, plus answers to parents’
questions. Softcover 6 x 9, 156 pgs., Order# 8B-100-1013.

THE CONFIDENT LEARNER: HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED
IN SCHOOL, by Marjorie R. Simic, Melinda McClain, and
Michael Shermis A confident learner is a child with a posi-
tive attitude, who goes to school eager to learn. Learn to help
children develop high selt-esteem, strong motivation, sebf-dis-
cipline, good health and filness, and the ahility to deal with
stress. includes practical advice, answers to parents’ questions,
fun family activities, and lists of boaks to read and share.
Softcover 6 x 3, 131 pgs, $9.495. Order#: BB 100 1023

SMART LEARNING: A STUDY SKILLS GUIDE
FOR TEENS, by William Christen and Tho-
mas Murphy. Helps students learn to learn,
| offering Lhe tools for academic success. Incudes
technigues for taking notes, test-taking strate-
gies, guidelines for writing projects, time-man-
agement skills, plus valuable ways to make de-
cisions and set goals. Written for the teenager
and highlighted by humorous illustrations and vseful diagrams.
Softcover B x 9, 111 prys, Order#: BB-100-1020.
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101 WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN T
READ AND WRITE, by Mary and Richard
Behm. Grades PreK-5. Practical and enjoyable
ways parents can help develop their kids' read-
ing and writing skills: at bedtime, while watch
ing TV, in the car, In the qrocery store, orin the
kitchen, ideas incorporate literacy learning into
overyday activities. Softcover 4 x &, 64 pys, Qr-
deri: BB-102-1500.

TEACH A CHILD TO READ WITH CHILDREN'S BOOKS, by
mMark B, Thogmartin. Combining story reading, phonics, and
writing to promote reading success, this hook is for anyone
who warks with children and offers an integrated approach
tor learning to read. Softcover, 7 x 9, Grades Prek 2. Orderf:
RE 10%-1643

HELP YOUR CHILD READ AND SUCCEED, by Carl B. Smith.

Parents play an important role in promaoting their childrens
reading achiovernent. This interesting, accessible book atfers
parents the information and confidence they need to help their
hildren succeed with reading. Includes parent/child activities,
recornmended book lists by grade-level and interest, read-aloud
techniaues, and stories to share. softcover & x 9, 265 pgs. Or
dor#: BR-100-1019,

IO LEAMOSIHLET'S READ! WAYS TO HELF
| itanost ¥ youRr CHILD LEARN TO READ AND SUC-
(o5 pzuo) R CEeD. by Mary and Richard 8ehm. This is
|7 TS5 R the Spanish language version af 101 WAYS, with
¥ cach page of text in Spanish on one side and
English on the other. Softcover, 6x 9, 108 pus.

Qrderd: BR-100-1263.
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WHAT KIDS NEFD TO SUCCEED, PROVEN
PRACTICAL WAYS TO RAISE GOOD KInS, by
Peter L. Benson, Judy Galbraith, and
Famela Espeland. This book offers parents
and community lcaders pragmatic ways to rajse
caring, contributing, healthy, happy kids. Baser
an a study of 270,000 young people in 600 com-
munities across the nation, this book identifies
thirty “developmental assets” that help YOUNG
people thrive. Indudes special tips for tecns, Grades b-12.
Soltcover 4 x 6. Qrder#: BB-103-1520.

MY GALAXY OF MEMORIES, FEELINGS, AND DREAMS, By
George and Marilee Tomek. This writing jaurnal for kids
and their families encourages recarding a yoar's worth of
thoughts, activities, and ideas. Family members participate by
fitling in stories about their lives and sharing their thoughts.
Suftcover 8 172 x 11, Grades 1.8, Urder#: RB-111-1634.

BOOKS TO SHARE

PARENTS AMD CHILDREN TOGETHER: DIF-
FERCENT PEQOPLES OF THE WORLD, developed
by The Family Literacy Center. Qne of 30
fitles offered in the Parents and Children To-
gether series, this book and audiotape offer a
dynamic way to help parents support thejr
children’s development and schogl perfor-
mance. Both brok and tape have activities for
familics to shas e, books for future reading, and
three read-along stories. Softcover 5 x 7 boak and audiolape.
Grades Prei-5. Order#: BB-900-1147
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F 1 8 THE ONLINE CLASSROOM: TEACHING WITH
-‘%?dl‘[eﬂm YHE INTERNET, by Efleen G. Cotton. Wrillen
by a teacher for ather teachers, this book ks also
useful for |, wrents to guide kids in using the
Inlernet. If can save hours of wandering in vir-
tual space with its vast array of sample lessons
alvarying levels of sophistication. All you need
to get started is a computer and a connection to the [nternet.
This quide gives you the rest, including hundreds of Internet
addresses. Saftcaver 8 x 11, Qrder#: 8B-100-1346,

PARENTS AND CHILDREN TOGETHER ONLINE. A Magazine
tor Parents and Children on the Internet. Share ihe joy of
reading with a child with this online publication. If you have
Internet access you can ontain PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO-
GETHER free through the ERIC cicaringhouse on Reading, En-
glish and Communication Website. You'll find original stories
and articles for parents and children to share, plus artides on
parenting and book reviews of the latest children's literature,
Kids can join the storytetling in the “Global Carnpfire® writing
feruren, You'lk fingd PARENTS AND CHILDREN [QGETHER ONLINE
hy following the links at: Rtk / /www.kidscanlearn com.

HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD WITH HOME-
WORK. EVERY CARING PARENT'S GUIDETO
¥ HUH[WURH ENCOURAGING GOOD STUDY HABITS AND

$ remens ENDING THE HOMEWORK WARS, by Mar-
b g musme guerite C. Radencich and Jeanne Shay
 tE = gehumm. Offers techniques for parents to help
R " thair children succeed in school, making home-
work more bearable for everyone involved. Parents learn how
1o initiate hormework schedules, ostablish a hame study cen-
ter, and communicate offectively with teachers. Explains howy
(o assist with subjects from malh to foreign languages, and
develop skills for wriling reports and taking tests, Grades 1-8,
¢ %9, 208 pgs. Orderft BB 1031518,
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BUILDING VOCABULARY

ENEIE LSUILDING A STRONG VOCABULARY. A
PUCTWESONNN  TWELVE WEEK PLAN, by Carl B. Smith. This
%TR{}NG | practical guide offers parents powerful strate-

 Nm Jhnl”'_

gies to help school-age children develop strong
vocaghularies. Working together, parents and
thildren explore tho world of tontext clues,
analogies, synonyms and antonyms, word mags,
Greek and Latin roots, word families, words
from other languages, and much more. Grados K-12; 6 x 9, 86
pgs. Order# BB-100-1015.

WORD HISTORY: A GUIDE TO UUNDERSTANDING THE EN-
GLISH LANGUAGE, by Carl B. Smith and Eugene Heade.
Enriches students” understanding of what our language once
was, has come to be, and is ever becoming. Discussions of the
language’s history and stimulating exercises allow students 1o
enjoy the oddities of English. Curious spellings, the historic can-
ventions of grammiar, and the arbitrary order af syntax appear
as fascinating, storied happenings. English language and fit-
arature make Up a many-layered cake, whose native layers—
Anglo-Saxon and Norman French—cohere with the many-Tla-
vared icings of Latin, Greek, and other barrowed tongues,
Softcovor 6 x 9, 86 pas. Orderd, BY-104-1291

WORD HISTORY: A RESOURCE GUIDE FOR THE TEACHER,
hy Carl B. Smith and Eugenc Reade. This sc puts the uri-
osity, quirkiness, fun and aggravation of the i, ry of English
Al your fingertips, so families or students can see the roots of
English, Students will be writing Anglo Saxon and Middle-En-
glish phwases, grasping the complexity of spelling in terms of
loan-words, and savoring the rich ftavars of our language. One
can become truly literate with an understanding of language
from the inside out. Familics ran also use this Guide for handy
home reference. Softcover 6 x 9. Orderé: HB-104-1268
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VIDEOS

MAKE A DIFFERENCE—TYALK ABOUT BOOKS, developed
by Carl B. Smith. The most powerful thing parents can do o
promote their children’s reading and kearning is ta read aloud
and talk about books. This video demonstrates enjoyable ways
parents can share hooks to conpect with their children, pro-
mote mutual respect, improve school perfarmance, and instiil
a love of reading. The video includesspecific ideas pairents can
use at home. Includes a 16-page discussion guide with repro-
ducible pages. Video, 16 minuies. Grades Pre K-8, Order#: 88-
305 628

Also availabile in Spanish. Ask for, SEA USTED BUENA
INFLUENCIA SOBRE 5US HIIOS: HABLE ACERCA DE LOS
LIBROS. Order#: BB-319-1698

PARENTS AS TUTORS. HELPING WITH HOMEWORK. Devel-
oped by Carl B. Smith. This videe and accompanying 16-
nage discussion quide shows parents how 1o help their chil
dren with common homework probiems. s effoctiveness fins
i1 encouraging children to build on their learning and study
skills, Parents learn strategies to guide their children through
reading assignments and comprehension, vocabulary arct word
recognition, writing assignments, and preparation for tests and
oral raports, The video has four short parts, to allow for dis-
cussion with other parents. Video, 26 minutes. Grades K-6; 26
minutes. Order#: RE-304-1500.

Also available in Spanisi. Ask for: LOS PADRES COMO
TUTORES: COMO AYUDAR CON LA TAREA. Qrder#: HE 319-
1684,

PARENTS SHARING BOOKS, developed by the Family Lit-
eracy Center. In this video, parents, children, and teachers
share success stories from baook-sharing programs at their
schools. Parents can see the benefits ol hook sharing and stral-

egies to encourage reading and communication. Video, 16min-
Ltes, Gracog K.124 fhreler #0 RR 3001079
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BOGKS WITH AUDIOCASSETTES

The Family Literacy Centor publishes a series of bookiets
with audiocassettes far paronts and children ages 4 .10, Fach
booklet with cassettes cantaing guidante, activities, suggested
books, and two or three detightfully itlustrated read along sto-
ries that children can enjoy alone or with an adult.

Topics include:

Beainning a New School Year (BB-900 1120)

Computers and Your Child {(88-900-1129)

Gifferent Peoples of the World (BB-800 1147}
Fncouraging Good Homowaork Habits (BB 900-1123)
Enjaying Art All Around s (BB-104-1268)

Folktales for Family Fun (BB-200-1105)

Learning abaut the Lives of Famous People (BB 900 1171)
Learning Science at Home (BB-900-1099)

Learning and Self-Esteem (BB-900-109 3)

Making History Come Alive (BR-900-11503

Making Writing Meaningful {(BB-900-1156}

Mativating Yo Child te Loarn {(BB-900-1020)

Farents as Models (BB-900-1174)

Speaking and listening {BB-900 1159)

Stretoehing Young Minds in the Summertime (BB-200-1111)
Tearmwork Learning (BB-900-1165)

Using the Library (BB-8300-1141)

Softcover 5 x 7 books and audio tape.

1o order all materials described above: Call 800 925- 7853,
Fax 812-331-2776, or write FRICENNFG, PO Box 5953, 8loom-
ington, i 47407,
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“Keep those cards

and letters going!!”
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Build a loving, lﬁéting
friendship with your
grandkids.

Ynu can inflitence the lives §
@ randchﬂdrEH -

Help them succead in s.thuul

PFromote kindness and good citizenship
Create a strong bond between you

Put a smile on their faces svery month

You'll be 3 héro simply by ‘sending a monthly note.

All you need to know is laid out
in clear steps in With Love, Grandma.

Sample letters
Dazens of themes
Books to share
Cards

Humaor

Netwarlc. this book will help you find the.right topics and
give yoy sample letters, cards, and e-mall messages. AH
you have to do is add your own personality! = .

Abont the Author

T Carl B farmith s demecton ol the

Foceey L omnizng Assaciion ool

creator ol the Senior Partners

Netwark, o aroup dedicaled 1o

procisdimg at sk s wilh g oress

Dot ational reiationsingg Alaoegh

resedtrbn lebler weritinng.

The auttior of ower forty ook,

Simitiy Beas st o sl o edecanien s the Lgusge arts,
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