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ABSTRACT
This brief report summarizes data on racial and ethnic

differences in participation in higher education. Major findings include: (1)

between 1993 and 1995, white high school graduates aged 18-24 enrolled in
college at a rate 9 percentage points higher than blacks and Hispanics; (2)
between 1972 and 1995, the college enrollment rate for whites aged 18-24 grew
11 percent and for blacks 8 percent; (3) between 1993 and 1995, enrollment
rates in two-year institutions were similar for white and black high school
graduates and higher for Hispanics; however, both blacks and Hispanics were
substantially less likely than whites to be enrolled in four-year
institutions; and (4) enrollment rates for high school graduates aged 25 or
older were much lower than for those aged 18-24; these rates were similar for
whites, blacks, and Hispanics. A chart and two graphs show the percentage of
high school graduates enrolled in college, by age and race/ethnicity for
selected years from 1972 through 1995. (DB)
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Racial and ethnic differences in
participation in higher education

Racialand ethnic differences in college enroliment rates may reflect differences in access to and persistence
in higher education for groups with varying social and economic backgrounds. Differing enrolliment rates
are also a leading indicator of future differences in the earnings and productivity associated with
postsecondary education. The college enroliment rate for 18- to 24-year-olds is influenced by the number
who enrollimmediately after graduating from high school, the number who delay entry,and the number of

INDICATOR

OF THE MONTH

September 1998

years individuals in both of these groups stay in higher education.

B Between 1993 and 1995, white high school gradu- B Between 1993 and 1995, enrollment rates in 2-
ates aged 18-24 were more likely to be enrolled year institutions were similar for white and black
in college than were their black and Hispanic high school graduates aged 18-24, while
counterparts. For these years, the average en- Hispanics were more likely than whites or blacks
rollment rate for whites was 9 percentage points to be enrolled in 2-year institutions. However,
higher than that of both blacks and Hispanics. both black and Hispanic high school graduates

aged 18-24 were substantially less likely to be

B The percentage of high school graduates aged enrolled in 4-year institutions than were their
18-24 enrolled in college was higherin 1995 than white counterparts.
in 1972 for whites and blacks. During this pe-
riod, the college enrollment rates for whites grew B Enrollment rates for older adults, high school

substantially (11 percentage points), with most
of the growth occurring after 1981. College en-
rollment rates for blacks of the same age group
grew moderately over the period (8 percentage
points).

graduates aged 25 or older, were much lower than
those for their younger counterparts aged 18-24
regardless of racial and ethnic group. Between
1993 and 1995, college enrollment rates were
similar for white, black, and Hispanic high
school graduates aged 25-34.

Percentage of high school graduates enrolled in college, by age and race/ethnicity: Selected
Octobers 1972-95

Aged 18-24 Aged 25-34 Aged 35 or older
October Total White  Black Hispanic Total White  Black Hispanic Total White  Black Hispanic
1972 319 326 27.2 258 8.4 8.4 88 7.5 - - - —
1974 30.5 30.6 26.2 323 9.3 9.1 10.8 100 - - - -
1976 331 328 334 359 9.6 9.2 11.9 11.0 2.3 21 4.1 39
1978 314 31.3 29.6 271 9.1 8.8 10.8 10.2 24 22 3.8 4.2
1980 318 321 27.6 29.9 8.9 8.7 9.6 92 2.1 20 34 2.9
1982 330 33.3 28.1 29.2 8.9 8.7 9.6 9.7 22 21 27 2.9
1984 33.2 33.9 27.2 299 8.6 8.4 80 9.9 21 20 27 1.8
1986 340 345 28.6 294 8.3 7.9 7.9 104 24 22 33 34
1088 370 38.4 278 30.8 8.0 7.8 7.5 7.8 27 2.6 33 34
1990 390 403 324 28.4 8.6 8.7 59 7.0 27 2.6 29 3.9
1991 40.8 42.3 308 33.9 9.0 8.7 8.1 8.6 27 2.6 3.4 2.9
1992 4.6 42.5 334 36.1 8.6- 85 6.7 8.5 2.5 25 26 27
1993 a0 420 322 349 8.5 8.2 8.1 9.5 2.6 24 33 31
1994 422 43.6 355 329 9.5 9.1 9.7 10.1 27 2.5 35 4.3
1995 42.1 43.7 352 349 94 9.3 9.1 8.0 2.6 24 35 38

— Not available.

NOTE: Included in the total but not shown separately are high school
graduates from other raclal/ethnic groups.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census,
October Current Population Surveys.
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Percentage of‘high school graduates enrolled in college, by age and race/ethnicity:
’ October 1972-95
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NOTE: Included In the total but not shown separately are high school
graduates from other racial/ethnic groups.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
October Current Population Surveys.

This Indicator is one of 60 from The Condition of Education 1997. itis
in the public domaln and may be reproduced without permission.

United States
Department of Education
Washington, DC 20208-5650

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use, $300

E

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

v

Suggested citation: U.S.Department of Education, Natlonal Center
for Education Statistics, The Condition of Education 1997, NCES 97-
388, by Thomas M. Smith, Beth Aronstamm Young. Yupin Bae. Susan P
Choy. and Nabeel Alsalam. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government
Printing Office. To obtaln a copy of the full volume of The Condition
of Education, contact the National Education Data Resource Center
on (703) 845-3151 (E-mail: nedrc@Inet.ed.gov). This title Is also
available on the Internet at http://www.ed.gov/NCES/pubs/ce.

Postage and Fees Paid
U.S. Department of
Education
Permit No. G-17

FIRST CLASS



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Office of Educationg Research and Improvement (OERI)
_ Educational Resources intormation Canter (ERIC)

NOTICE

REPRODUCTION BASIS

This document is covered by a signed “Reproducton Release
(Blanker)” form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all
or classes of documents from its source organization and, therefore,
does not require 3 “Specific Document” Reiease form.

This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to
reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain and, therefore, may
be reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Reiease
form (either “Specific Document” or “Blanker™,

e




