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These two newsletter issues recount activities of Voices for
Illinois Children to ensure that basic needs of children, families, and
communities are met. The summer issue notes various bills in progress in the
Illinois House, and looks at the lack of health insurance affecting more than
300,000 Illinois children. Child advocacy efforts are also detailed,
including the 10-year anniversary of Voices for Illinois Children. The winter
issue details a "Start Early" campaign to apprise parents with limited
resources of the importance of nurturing their children's early development,
and a meeting of community members, business leaders, and state policy makers
to improve the conditions of Illinois families. The role of community
leadership in improving the well-being of children and families is also
discussed. Regular feature sections of the newsletter include "Business Cares
for Kids Profile" and "Network News" on organizations across the state
advocating for children. (HTH)
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Progress Made
in Springfield

In a legislative session that grappled
with major reforms in how Illinois
funds schools and deals with families
receiving welfare benefits, state lawmak-
ers also acted upon proposals outlined
in the "Start Early" legislative package
three bills aimed at helping children and
families in their early years.

"We've made progress on several
issues, but we've got a long way to go on
others," says Voices
President Jerome Stermer.

Working with nearly
80 other organizations,
we've won some impor-
tant victories with our
Start Early efforts,"
Stermer adds. "The
Governor and state legis-
lators from both parties
focused attention on the
need to provide commu-
nity support to very
young children and their parents.
Before the session adjourned, Illinois
General Assembly members voted to
help 2,000 more at-risk children partic-
ipate in early learning programs, 4,000
more children enroll in preschool pro-
grams and about 20,000 more parents
join parent education programs. These
are the sort of 'early' efforts that

strengthen families and help prepare
children for success in school."

Here is a recap of "Start Early" activities
-- House Bills 1301,1302 and 1303-- as
well as other major highlights from the
past session:

House Bill 1301
Improve early education

Voices and other supporters began
this effort seeking two basic
improvements: increased funding for
proven-successful programs operat-

ed by the Illinois State
Board of Education;
and new grants to
inspire community
leaders to work togeth-
er to design innovative
efforts such as full-day,
full-year early educa-
tion programs.

H.B. 1301 passed the
House with wide,
bipartisan support and
was assigned to the

Senate Education Committee, where
it was attacked by the far right.

"But thanks to the hard work of
many parents, early childhood
providers and dedicated child advo-
cates across the state who talked with
their legislators, the efforts to
improve early education did not die
in committee like our opponents pre-

The "Start Early" victories will lead to
important expansions in early

childhood programs.

Voices Launches "Start Early" Campaign
Building on recent successes in the public policy arena, Voices
for Illinois Children has begun "Start Early: Learning Begins at
Birth" -- a three-part, multi-year campaign to raise public aware-
ness about the value of nurturing a baby's earliest learning.

"About 500 babies are born every day in Illinois. Some enter a
world of opportunities. Others face enormous challenges," notes
Voices President Jerome Stermer. "Through the 'Start Early' cam-
paign, Voices will educate the public about the importance of
helping all children -- and, especially, children at-risk receive
the very best start in life." (See START EARLY on page 7)
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dicted," says Harriet Meyer, director
of the Ounce of Prevention Fund.

In the end, the Illinois General Assembly:
approved an $11.2 million increase in
pre-Kindergarten funding, which was
10 percent above this year's funding
level;
added $2 million -- a 50 percent
increase over last year -- to the Early
Childhood 1 Parental Training
Program, which encourages the
healthy development of children
younger than five years old; and
more than doubled the funding for
the Prevention Initiative from $2 mil-
lion to $4.3 million. The Prevention
Initiative helps children aged birth to
three and their parents by providing
health, social and child develop-
ment services.

House Bill 1302
Ensure access to health care

This legislation sought to help working
poor parents by offering low-cost, out-
patient health insurance coverage for
their uninsured children. Such a state-
supported program -- which would
have been available to children in fam-
ilies with incomes less than 250 per-
cent of the poverty line -- would have
asked families to pay a portion of the
premium based upon their income.

"The attention brought to the bill in
the General Assembly was a result of the
efforts of a broad range of child advoca-
cy groups in Illinois," said Dr. Mark
Rosenberg, with the Illinois Chapter of
the American Academy of Pediatrics.
The Illinois State Medical Society also
strongly supported this legislation.

Unfortunately, the bill passed the
House but was not called for a vote in
the Illinois Senate. However, state sen-
ators on both sides of the aisle com-
mitted their support to the bill in a
signed letter to Senate leaders and rec-
ommended that the measure be
brought back in the fall veto session.

(See PROGRESS on page 5)



"Now is the perfect
time for all of us who

care about children
to push forward."

VICE'S PAGE 2

Scoring Victories,
Looking Ahead
A Column from Voices' President Jerome Stermer

After winning yet another tournament this summer at
Cog Hill in Lemont, Illinois, the amazing Tiger Woods
reflected: "I never look back. Championships are
always ahead."

Tiger Woods is the quintessential example of "Start
Early." His admonition to keep one's focus toward the future can serve as a
guiding framework for Illinois child advocates this year. Working together,
advocates from all across the state recently achieved some real policy victo-
ries for our children. Governor Edgar adopted an early childhood theme for
his annual budget message. State lawmakers gave a positive response to both
the "Start Early" agenda and the proposal to rewrite yur state's approach to
subsidized child care. With the momentum from those admittedly partial
but important victories behind us, now is the perfect time for all of us who
care about children to push forward.

Now is an excellent time to put together a "Start Early" committee in your
community to design local early childhood agendas. Now is the time for
local school boards to collaborate with family support groups and early
childhood programs to provide help to parents of young children. Now is
the time for business leaders, civic groups and people of faith to launch or
enhance early childhood initiatives. And now is the time for state policy
makers to take advantage of the new national attention on the earliest years
and bring new priority to early childhood strategies in both education and
human services budgets and programs.

This edition of our Voices newsletter includes descriptions of the complex
and confusing policy environment that has developed for issues affecting
children in Illinois. Despite that complexity, child advocates are making real
progress in promoting a responsible early childhood agenda. Thanks to the
aggressive involvement of literally hundreds of child advocates, 2,000 more
at-risk children will benefit from early intervention programs next year,
20,000 more parents will be able to attend parenting classes and 46,000 chil-
dren will be able to enroll in state-funded pre-school programs -- up more
than 4,000 from last year.

A new awareness about the importance of the earliest days, weeks and
months in every child's life has started to pay off in Illinois. The wonderful
collaboration between neuroscientists and early childhood specialists has
provided us with terrific new data about brain development. This new data
is enabling us to make the case for targeting resources toward new families
and very young children. The data is helping to persuade the public that the
best way to respond to children who might be abused or neglected is to work
to prevent those tragedies from ever occurring in the first place.

Let's build on the momentum. Let's set our sights, like Tiger, on the cham-
pionship tournaments ahead. Let's make sure that by the time the year 2000
rolls around our Illinois communities will have the ne ded resources to enable
every child to have the best possible early start i
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Katlyn

310,000 Illinois Kids
Lack Health Insurance
Katlyn's throat infection reappeared today.
Her temperature continues to rise. She cries
and can't eat because of the pain, but
Katlyn's parents have the burden of deciding
if they have money this month to take their
4-year-old daughter to the doctor.

Katlyn is one of 310,000 children in
Illinois who have no health insurance,
but her story represents many of the fears
and struggles too many Illinois families
must face.

Her story appears in Falling Through the
Gap: Uninsured Children in Illinois, a first-
ever statistical profile of children without
health insurance, which Voices recently
published. The report reveals that nearly
310,000 Illinois children are uninsured -- a
figure that ranks Illinois with the highest
number of uninsured children among our
Midwestern neighbors.

The report also breaks common stereo-
types about the make-up of uninsured
children, showing that: two-thirds of
uninsured children live in working-poor
families, 55 percent live in suburban or

rural areas, 59 percent live in
two-parent families, and 40
percent are white.

"The report is a wake-up call
for Illinois," says Voices Project
Director Ami Nagle. "Before
we released the report, 46
other states had taken steps to
insure uninsured children.
Since then, the Republican
governor in Arkansas has led
the way to add his state to the
roster of states that recognize
the importance of ensuring
access to health care. That
leaves Illinois among the last
three states to take action."

House Bill 1302 -- part of the
"Start Early" legislative package
considered by the Illinois
General Assembly this past
spring -- passed the Illinois
House of Representatives, but
was not called for a vote in the
Illinois Senate. The measure
would have offered low-cost,
outpatient health insurance
coverage for uninsured chil-
dren who live in families with
incomes less than 250 percent
of the poverty line. The mea-
sure would have asked families
to pay a portion of the premi-
um based upon their income.

"We're exploring apumber of
Voices and other advocates will revisit efforts to
ensure that all kids have access to health care

in the fall legislative session.

options to revisit H.B. 1302 in the fall veto
session," Nagle explains.

In the meantime, more children and
their families will continue to grapple with
the problems of uninsurance.

Katlyn's father is a chef in Decatur who
earns about $10 an hour. Katlyn's mother
works part-time so she can devote more
time to caring for Katlyn, who has
Angelman's Syndrome, a chromosome dele-
tion that affects muscle usage and speech,
and causes impaired vision and severe to
profound mental retardation. The family's
combined income makes it hard to provide
for health care aslwell as other necessities.

"It costs $42 per doctor visit," says
Katlyn's mother, Terri. "Amoxicillin doesn't
help, so we go to stronger medication,
which costs $60. So, we're talking about
over $100 per visit and Katlyn went to the
doctor three times last November."

"Katlyn needs her tonsils taken out, but
we can't afford it," Terri adds. "She would
probably be in the hospital for a few days
and that would be a financial burden on
us. But the surgery would probably cut
down on the infections."

According to Falling Through the Gap,
most children with health insurance are
covered under a parent's employer-spon-
sored health insurance plan. But only 33
percent of workers with employer-covered
plans carry dependent coverage, which is
too often unaffordable or not even offered
to service-sector and part-time employees.
What's worse, the percentage will probably
drop even lower as more people move
from welfare to work.

"Not having health insurance is a seri-
ous problem," Nagle says. "Our report
reveals that children without health insur-
ance are less likely to be fully immunized
and twice as likely to be hospitalized for
immunizable diseases. Uninsured children
are one-and-a-half times as likely to be
hospitalized for something as common as
asthma. These children can't wait any
longer for a solution."

To RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF
FALLING THROUGH THE GAF; CALL ANDREA
STRICKLAND AT VOICES OR DOWNLOAD THE
REPORT FROM VOICES' HOME PAGE AT
WWW.VOICES4KIDS.ORG.
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Advocacy Update
Working on
Behalf of Kids
Voices for Illinois Children works on a
variety of advocacy causes. Our "Start
Early" activities are recapped on page I.
Here are briefings on a few other efforts.

Welfare reform:
A new era begins

Welfare reform is officially underway
in Illinois,_but many challenges remain
to making certain that reform efforts are
successful, notes Voices Project Director
Arai Nagle.

"Illinois has some tough choices to
make in the months and years ahead.
Everyone has a role to play in making sure
that poor children and their families aren't
adversely affected by our actions," Nagle
said at a recent symposium co-sponsored
by Voices, and the Irving B. Harris
Graduate School of Public Policy and the
School for Social Service Administration at
the University of Chicago.

About 34,000 people now combine wel-
fare and work through the state's Work
Pays program. Illinois must increase its
work participation caseload to 101,000 by
2002 to meet federal requirements.

Meeting that goal during the next
five years will increase the need for
affordable, accessible, quality child
care while putting strains on the job
market. Of the welfare-to-work partici-
pants who found emplpyment in 1995,
81 percent earned $6 oe less per hour.
What's more, despite a booming econ-
omy, entry-level job seekers continue
to outnumber entry-level jobs by a
four-to-one ratio. The ratio is higher in
some places: nine-to-one in East St.
Louis and six-to-one in Chicago.

SSI: Giving families
a fighting chance

About 16,000 Illinois children with
physical or mental disabilities could lose
their financial assistance because of the
new federal welfare reform actbut families
have a new ally in appealing their cases.

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
provides cash assistance to 48,000 dis-
abled children and their families in
Illinois. Under the welfare reform act,
SSI recipients will be reassessed under
more stringent definitions of disabilities.
Most families receiving 551 cannot afford
legal representation, but they have a
right to a fair hearing before their funds
are suspended.

Vn'sow-ir.pc

The Illinois State Bar Association recent- 2
ly announced a new campaign to attract
3,000 lawyers who will work pro bono to
handle children's appeals to the Social
Security Administration. ISBA President
Todd Smith said he hopes that each vol-
unteer will handle two pro bono cases.

Families, lawyers, paralegals, law stu-
dents and others who are interested in
helping or learning more can call the I

Illinois Pro Bono Center at 1-800-471-9300.

Education funding:
The struggle continues

The cynics have a valid claim when they
say there's been a lot of talk but little
action when it comes to education reform,
but Voices isn't about to give up the fight.

"We must ensure that all Illinois chil-
dren receive a high quality education, no
matter where they live," notes Voices
President Jerome Stermer. "Our state des-
perately needs education funding reform
-- and that reform must embrace consid-
eration of the first few critical years in
every child's life that prepare the child for
success in school."

In fiscal year 1996, only one-tenth of
one percent of the Illinois State Board of
Education budget went to services help-
ing children from birth to age three. Less
than 3 percent went to programs for chil-
dren aged 3 to 5 years.

"Increasingly, children are spending
longer hours outside of their homes
during their earliest years," Stermer
says. "With the increasing number of
parents in the work force and the pres-
sure to move more families from welfare
to work, we can expect that even more
children will be in the care of others for
a significant portion of the day. Some
will benefit from a loving, stable and
stimulating environment. Others won't
have the same opportunity. The vast
majority will enter our public schools --
both those who've been well-prepared
and those who have not."

Speaking at a Springfield rally earlier
this year, Stermer called for education
reforms that would be fair for students,
schools and taxpayers -- and would sup-
port "starting early" in every child's life.
The rally was sponsored by the Chicago
Urban League, the Illinois PTA and others.

Voices' web page notes
volunteer opportunities

Illinois Issues names Voices' home page
as Web Site of the Month in the maga-
zine's July/August 1997 issue.

The magazine notes that the site --
http://www.voices4kids.org lists hun-
dreds of volunteer opportunities, from
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tutoring young people to being a zoo
guide to answering a hotline for run-
aways. "The comprehensive listing of
organizations and issues concerning
children -- child abuse and neglect,
child support, substance abuse counsel-
ing, shelter, recreation and the arts,
schools, health care, to name a few --
includes organizations statewide,"
writes Donald Sevener.

The site also provides county-by-coun-
ty statistics on child well-being and com-
plete copies of several Voices reports.

The volunteer listings builds on
Voices' recent participation in the
President's Summit on Volunteerism.
Nancy Stevenson attended the summit
on behalf of Voices.

October and child health
October will be celebrated as Child

Health Month, a time to pay special atten-
tion to raising awareness about child
health issues.

In Chicago, the local Child Health
Month partnership is working with the
Chicago Park District to conduct the first-
ever "Be Safe, Be Healthy" Art Contest.
Prizes include a scholarship to a summer
arts program, tickets to a Chicago Bulls
game, and gift certificates to a favorite toy
store. The winners will be announced
Oct. 4 at a Child Health Month festival at
Lake Shore Park. For more information
about Chicago activities, contact Julia
Harmon, of Children and Youth 2000, at
(312) 922-2000.

In addition, the Children's Defense
Fund (CDF) collaborating with a wide
range of denominations and religious
organizations is coordinating the 6th
annual National Observance of Children's
Sabbaths on Oct. 17, 18 and 19. This
year's observance, "Seeking Shalom:
Healthy Children, Healthy Nation,"
explores the role that congregations, com-
munities, states and the nation must play
in assuring that children and their fami-
lies are healthy. For more information,
contact Nancy Stevenson at Voices..
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House Bill 1303
Expand Healthy Families
Illinois

This bill sought to expand state resources
for community-based, voluntary home vis-
iting programs for at-risk parents cost-
effective efforts that promote healthy child
development, help families move toward
self-sufficiency, and prevent child abuse
and neglect.

This effort scored an early victory when
Gov. Jim Edgar's proposal created a $1 mil-
lion Healthy Families Illinois line item in
the new Department of Human Services
budget. While pleased with this first step,
child advocates recognized that the program
desperately needed additional funding.

Once again, the bill passed the House
but was not permitted consideration by
the full Senate.

"Thanks again to a loud outcry from
community leaders, parents, advocates,
and health care providers across the state,
the effort to expand Healthy Families did
not die in the rules committee," Voices
Senior Projects Director Gaylord Gieseke
explained. The legislature appropriated
$2 million for voluntary home visiting
programs, doubling the Governor's origi-
nal proposal."

House Bill 63o
Expand access to child care

This important legislation met similar
obstacles as other bills in the Illinois
Senate, but ultimately passed as part of the
state's welfare reform legislation.

State lawmakers appropriated $100 mil-
lion in additional funds for child care assis-
tance, moving Illinois into the upper ranks
with Wisconsin and Rhode Island in terms
of state expansions for child care. Now, for
the first time, low income families in Illinois
will not have to fit into one category or
another to be eligible for a child care sub-
sidy. The entire child care system will be
based on family size and income, with all
families up to 50 percent of the state medi-
an income able to access the subsidy.

"This is a significant victory for children
and families," Stermer notes. "This will
help families who are trying to play by the
rules make the move from welfare to work.
Thanks to the Day Care Action Council,
who led the battle, we've made accom-
plishments that will help children and their
families in the months and years to come."

Welfare reform
On July 1, the program that provides

cash assistance for 475,000 children in
235,000 poor Illinois families was changed
from AFDC (Aid to Families with
Dependent Children) to TANF (Temporary

Assistance for Needy Families). More than
the name has changed.

The new program requires all participants
to work within two years from the time they
begin receiving benefits and creates a life-
time limit of five years for the receipt of
assistance. The cornerstone of welfare
reform in Illinois is a program called Work
Pays, which allows TANF recipients to keep
more of their cash assistance while they
move off of welfare. Under the Work Pays
program, for every $3 of income earned, a
recipient's TANF grant is reduced by $1.

"Work Pays is a successful program, but
we've got to remember that moving, people
from welfare to work is not going to be
without many difficulties," Stermer says.
"Illinois has the fourth largest welfare pop-
ulation in the United States -- and, in our
state, about half of the parents receiving
assistance have not finished high school,
and for every entry-level job there are four
recipients and low-skilled, unemployed
people looking for work. Illinois will have
to do more to create jobs and prepare low-
skilled workers if we expect these efforts to
be truly successful."

What's more, despite the victory in
expanding child care assistance -- a crucial
element in moving mothers into the work-
force the availability of child care will still
be a problem for many families. About 68
percent of the women leaving welfare find
jobs working evenings, part-time or week-
ends, according to an Illinois Department of
Public Aid study. But only 10 percent of
child care programs in Illinois offer evening
hours and only 5 percent offer weekend ser-
vices. The quality of child care also will con-
tinue to be a concern, particularly as greater
demands are placed upon existing resources.

Voices has worked throughout the past
year involving thousands of residents in
town meetings with state officials, co-con-
vening a recent welfare reform sympo-
sium for community leaders, and meeting
with dozens of public policy makers
throughout the state to shape the state's
approach, implementation and monitor-
ing of welfare reform.

"Business leaders, child advocates, public
officials and community leaders all share
the responsibility of making sure that wel-
fare reform doesn't bring additional harm to
poor children and their families," Stermer
says. "We've got our work cut out for us."

Education funding
According to the Governor's Commission

on Education Funding, a "foundation level"
of $4,225 per student is the minimum
amount necessary to ensure a quality educa-
tion. Unfortunately, more than 60 percent of
the state's school districts nearly two of
every three does not have enough funds to

7

It Starts with
"Ten Things"
The borrowing library at Voices has a few
copies left of the 11-minute video summariz-
ing "Ten Things Every Child Needs", a
WITW/Channel 11 documentary supported
by the Robert R. McCormick Tribune
Foundation. The summary describes how
every child's learning potential and develop-
ment can be especially influenced during the
earliest weeks and months of life.

"Ten Things"
notes that every child needs:

Interaction
Loving Touch
Stable Relationship
Safe, Healthy Environment
Self-Esteem
Quality Child Care
Communication
Play
Music.
Reading

"Ten Things"
are helping baby
Steve get on the

( right track to a
.0% s happy Future.

To BORROW A COPY AND RECEIVE A FREE
BROCHURE, CALL ANDREA STRICICLAND AT
VOICES OF VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT
WWW.VOICES4ICIDS.ORG.

meet this adequacy level. Moreover, since
1976, the state's share of funding for public
schools has decreased from 47 percent to 32
percent forcing a greater reliance on prop-
erty taxes to finance education.

Lawmakers spent the spring 1997 leg-
islative session debating the merits of vari-
ous education reform plans; ultimately, no
major changes were enacted.

"Voices and others argued that all chil-
dren should have the opportunity to receive
a high quality education, no matter where
they live," Stermer says. "We continue to
believe that any reform must be equitable

fair for all students, fair for all schools.
Any reform must generate enough funding
to adequately support schools and must
provide relief for property-tax payers.
Finally, and perhaps most fundamentally,
we believe that any changes should include
consideration of a child's earliest years -- the
first few critical years that prepare children
for success in school. We will continue to
stand by these principles." 0

To LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE ISSUES,

cau. VOICES AT (312) 456-0600
OR VISIT THE VOICES WEB SITE AT
WWW.VOICES4KIDS.ORG.
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Voices Celebrates io
Years of Dedication
to Child Advocacy

Voices recently celebrated 10 years of child
advocacy work at the 1997 Kids Count
Awards Dinner, honoring a few individuals,
organizations and corporations for their
efforts to provide a better future for all
Illinois children.

This year's dinner was chaired by
William Osborn, CEO of The Northern
Trust Company. Osborn was
joined by forty-three corporate
vice chairs and other business
and community leaders in sup-
port of this years' event.

Motorola, Inc. was honored for
its efforts to increase awareness of
an adult's role in the development
of a child. The company has pub-
lished and distributed two book-
lets to their employees The Role
of the Adult in the Life of a Child
and Crisis in American Education,

ft.

which offers strategies to improve William

the current educational system. Motorola
also offers parenting workshops and semi-
nars to its employees and their families
throughout the year. Carl Koenemann, exec-
utive vice president and chief financial offi-
cer, accepted the award for Motorola.

Kids Count Award recipients also includ-
ed El Valor, a multicultural organization that
has provided 1,200 families throughout
Chicago with prevention, early intervention
programs, and Head Start programs. Vincent
Allocco, executive director of El Valor,
accepted the award.

"Voices was pleased to learn that years ago
El Valor recognized the positive affects of
early intervention and interaction. Only
recently has new data proven that what a baby
sees, hears, and feels in the first days, weeks
and years of life is key to a brighter future for
the baby. We applaud their accomplish-
ments," said Voices President Jerome Stermer.

to

Carpentersville's Community Unit
School District #300 was honored for el
their efforts to make changes for
the children in their district.
The Dorothy deLacey Family
Education Center combines edu-
cation with social services and family 0
involvement to focus on the needs of solh

the child. This formula "
results in a comprehensive A
program that promotes educa- '4,71111111111111111%6
tional achievement. Several A ce
members of their board were in dvo
attendance including Mary
Henk, their board president,
who accepted the award.

Judith S. Block, board president
of the Child Welfare League of
America, the nation's largest orga-
nization of child welfare agencies,
also received a 1997 Kids Count

Osborn Award. "For several years, Judy
has promoted the need to make sure that
children are safe and well nurtured. She is a
true voice for children," Stermer said.

The Kids Count Awards were presented on
behalf of Voices this year by four participants
of Future Leaders Chicago, a program sup-
ported by the Chicago Community Trust
which builds leadership skills among
Chicago-area high school juniors. The four
participants included: Natasha Lindor, of
Chicago, who attends St. Scholastica
Academy; Nicole Frantilla, of Broadview,
who attends Trinity High School; Karega
Bennett, of Chicago, who attends the
University of Chicago Laboratory School;
and Natalie Vanderspiegel, of Richton Park,
who attends Rich South High School.

The annual dinner and silent auction, held
at the Renaissance Chicago Hotel, raised
about $150,000. An active event committee,
co-chaired by Nancie Freeborn and Anita

Blanchard Nesbitt, orches-
trated the exciting evening. .1

Guests participated in the
silent auction that attracted
an array of interests from
Bulls fans to "ER" followers
with an autographed script.
But the entertainment for
the evening caught every-
one's eye. The internation-
ally known Jesse White
Tumblers performed a high-
flying routine for all to see.
WBBM-TV/ Channel 2's
Linda MacLennan emceed
the dinner.,

The Jesse White Tumblers entertained the
crowd at the Kids Count dinner.

ating

Award recipients Carl Koenemann (for Motorola), Mary Henk (for Carpentersville
Community Unit School District) and Vincent Allocco (for El Valor).

Award recipient Judith S. Block's remarks appear on page 7.
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Your Voice:
To Build A Child
By Judith S. Block

Judith S. Block is the national president of
the Child Welfare League of America, the
nation's largest organization of child wel-
fare agencies. She also serves on the
Executive Committee of the Chicago
Community Trust and as a Court Appointed
Special Advocate, a volunteer post that
serves as the child's voice during judicial
proceedings. Voices for Illinois Children
recently honored her with a 1997 Kids
Count Award. Here is an excerpt from her
acceptance remarks.

I was visiting a little friend of mine. I sec
her every month or so. She is four-years-
old, was born with PCP in her system and
abused before she was two. She has five
brothers and sisters and they all live in
different homes. We were playing a game
and she bubbled and laughed and
delighted in beating me. I marveled at her
quickness, her intelligence, her resilience
and it was clear that she did not know
that within a week she would leave this
loving foster home for another where she
could hopefully live with one sibling.
Thus, she would leave this "mom" for her
fifth "mom" in four years.

This child is one of the 50,000 like her
in our state.

Why is she not in her own home with a
mom and a dad, and a dog and ballet
lessons and all the other things we take for
granted? The story is too long and compli-
cated to tell but the end is that we cannot
afford to keep passing judgment on the
indiscretions and failures of adults and
older teens in our society. Their children
are among us and they are costing us mil-
lions, not only in dollars, but in lost oppor-
tunities and broken dreams and we, as a
civilized society, must address their needs.

We know that prevention, early child-
hood programs, family support and child
care are key to a child's future, yet we are
more willing to be taxed to build prisons
than we are to provide child care.

Remember, it costs far more to repair
an adult than to build a child. Whatever
we give or don't give will come back to
us in one form or another. If we are will-
ing to venture forth and invest enough
early on, we will find ourselves holding a

1START EARLY
it(continued from front page)

Voices is working with a variety of local, state and national
partners on the "Start Early" campaign, which includes efforts
to reach three audiences:

Public Policy Makers. Voices is continuing to inform law-
makers and other state officials about a variety of successful
strategies designed to ensure early support for children and
their families.

Community Leaders. Voices is encouraging community
leaders to collaborate in more effective ways to improve local
early childhood and family support efforts.

Parents. Voices will work through local partners to provide
new parents with creative and informative materials that high-

light the early learning
potential of their own
children and encour-
age the parents and oth-
ers to become child advo-
cates themselves.

"With a state as big as
Illinois, we'll have to tar-
get our 'Start Early' efforts
to make the best use of
our resources." Stermer
explains. Voices will
focus 'Start Early. .work
in ten communities:
Champaign-Urbana.
Chicago. Du Page County

blue chip stock
and there may,
with luck, be
no more little
girls like my
friend on the
west side

East St. Louis, -Quincy, . Suburbs,
Southern Seven 'Counties, 'Springfield and Waukegan/Lake
County

"The campaign will build on the momentum created by our
recent successes with the 'Start Early' legislative package in
the Illinois General Assembly," Stermer adds. The 'Start Early'
legislative package included measures to improve early edu-
cation and child care, provide health coverage for uninsured
children and expand voluntary home visiting services to
strengthen families. During the spring legislative session,
Illinois lawmakers broadened support for voluntary home vis-
its, early education and child card. Efforts to ensure health
coverage for children passed the Illinois House, but were not
called for a vote in the Illinois Senate.

New research confirms that a child's earliest days, weeks,
months and years lay the foundation for future success in
school and throughout life. These early years are a time
when the baby's brain is being "wired" with trillions of con-
nections among billions of neurons and important human
connections are I36ng forged between the baby and the
adults in the baby's life.

"We are living in a revolutionary time in terms of our
understanding of a child's first five years." Stermer says. "And
it's a momentous time in terms of how parents. community
leaders and public policy makers must respond. as well." 4,
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT "START EARLY: LEARNINC,
BEGINS AT BIRTH," CONTACT VOICES OR VISIT THE VOICES HONIE
PAGE AT WWW.VOICE54KIDS.ORG.
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Network News:
Advocates Raise their Voice for Kids
Meet others across the state who are speaking out for bids. These are just a few
of Voices' members, volunteers and friends who are making a difference for
young people in their communities and across the state.

BLOOMINGTON
Nancy Ronquillo, executive director
of the Children's Foundation and a
Voices board member, is excited about
the strides the Children's Foundation
has made together with Baby Fold. In
January, the two organizations com-
bined forces to launch a Healthy
Families home visiting pilot program.
To date, the program has served more
than 20 families. Ronquillo is also
enthusiastic about the start-up of the
Crisis Nursery, one of only four 24-
hour emergency child abuse prevention
programs in the state. The six-month-
old program already has served nearly
100 children.

CARBONDALE
Southern Illinois University's School of
Medicine is starting a new program that
exposes ninth grade students to various
medical careers and gives them hands-
on experience in medical techniques.
Starting in June, 20 to 25 ninth-grade
students from East St. Louis will enroll
in the MedPrep program at SIU and stay
in the University's dorms, reports
Voices friend Harold Bardeau.

CARBONDALE/MARION
The John A. Logan Childcare Resource
and Referral continues to promote pos-
itive atmospheres for families and
recently participated in the annual
Children's Day picnic. There was free
food and a variety of activities for fami-
ly fun. About 3,500 families participat-
ed in the event, notes Voices friend
Terry White.

CARTERVILLE
Bonnie Wheeler, a member of the
Voices Board of Directors, has been
elected as chair of Parents Anonymous.
Bonnie has been an active member of
Voices' board for several years.

CHAMPAIGN- URBANA
Best Interests of Children (BIOC) is
focusing on community change by
improving the lives of children and fami-
lies. BLOC, led by Linda Abernathy,
recently held several training sessions
that incorporate the curriculum of The
Pacific Institute, an internationally recog-
nized management consulting firm that

teaches how to be successful by changing
attitudes, beliefs, and habits through
practical application of social learning
theory and cognitive psychology. Voices
Project Coordinator Susan Frankel
Perlin provided the keynote address.

CHICAGO
Congrats to five Chicago area teachers
who were recognized for their dedication
to nurturing the early learning of our
youth: Cathy Maria Foote, Chicago;
Marilyn Lindeman, Park Ridge;
Katherine McLellan, Evanston; Leah
Radinsky, Chicago; and Bonnie Rodin-
Kling, Evanston. These are the recipients
of the 1.997 Kohl/McCormick Early
Childhood Teaching Awards. From
August 1 to December 1, 1997, you can
call 312/ 335-KIDS to nominate an early
childhood teacher for the 1998 Awards.
M!MM1,
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Carmen Velasquez is one of 10 people
selected nationwide to receive a $100,000
award from the Robert Wood Johnson
Community Health Leadership Program.
Velasquez, of Alivio Medicial Center, was
honored for creating a medical facility in
the Pilsen neighborhood that caters to
the cultural and health care needs of the
community.

Sidney Golberg is working to expose
foster children to the world of fine arts.
"Pathways to Development" offers pro-
grams to children between 8 years and 12
years old, which include dance, theater,
music, visual arts and video production.
The program is managed by the Illinois
Department of Children and Family
Services, with classes taught by some of
Chicago's professional artists, musicians
and actors. Golberg, a former caseworker,
coordinates the program.

Long-time child
advocate and a
Voices' volunteer,
Joyce Washington,
was sworn-in May
fifth as a Thornton
Township Trustee. Washington, who was
a Dolton Library Trustee for two years,
will hold her new position for four years.

Friends of Voices
for Illinois Children
extend their congrat-
ulations on the birth
of Penelope Joan
Belnap, one of the
thousands of Illinois

° ' babies who rely on
adults to provide her with a great start
in life. Her mother, Paula Belnap, is a
dedicated Voices member and friend.

EAST ST. LOUIS
Stanford Scott, coordinator for Safe and
Drug-Free Schools in District 189, received
funds from the Enterprise Community to
establish Safe Haven Programs at local ele-
mentary schools. Safe Haven is an after-
school program that offers tutoring, con-
flict resolution and recreational develop-

ment for the schools'
enrolled students.
District teachers and
other local profes-
sionals facilitate the
program. School
District 189 has six
Safe Haven locations
and is working hard
to create Safe Haven
locations at the
remaining 13 elemen-
tary schools in Fast
St. Louis.

EFFINCHAM
Sister Julia Huiskamp, a former Voices
board member, was keynote speaker
March 9 at the Catholic Charities
Benefit Dinner. She spoke of the need to
serve as a voice for kids to help pave the
way to a brighter future.

EVANSTON
The Evanston Neighborhood Conference
spoei.ored a forum in March on Child
Cat Services for the community. The
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Evanston Neighborhood Conference,
along with several child care agencies,
held the forum to raise public awareness
about the need for more child care ser-
vices. Susan Doctors, vice-president of
Medicus Systems Corporation, was a pan-
elist at the forum. Doctors suggested
businesses need to be more involved in
child care services and should view pro-
viding child care as a way to recruit and
retain employees.

FREEPORT
Building on recent successes in local col-
laboration and work done at
the 1996 Campaign for Illinois
Communities Symposium, local alder-
woman and Voices member Pat Leitzen
Fye, representatives from United Way,
government offices, busi-
nesses and human ser-
vice agencies have joined
together to form the
Freeport Area Human
Services Council. Their
mission is to ensure that
all families and individu-
als have easy access to
essential services that are
high quality, well-coordi-
nated and affordable.

MOLINE
Bank One, Quad Cities President Thomas
H. Robinson has recently joined the
Board of Directors for Voices for Illinois

Children. Robinson is
an active advocate for
children in his commu-
nity. He is chairman of
the Quad City Develop-
ment Group, president
of Renew Moline and
director of Junior
Achievement of the
Quad City Area.

QUNICY
The Family Service Agency of Adams
County kicked-off a collaborative effort
in March that aims to increase the num-
ber of foster care homes in Adams
County. Mark Schmitz, director of the
Family Service Agency, says their goal is
to keep Adams County foster children in
Adams County by opening 27 foster care
homes in 1997. The citizens panel
includes Quincy Mayor Chuck Scholz
and several local businessmen.
Chaddock, a foster care facility in Adams
County, and DCFS are the other agencies
involved in this collaborative effort.

The Quincy/Adams County Campaign
for Children recently published the
Adams County Profile on Children and
Youth, notes Voices' Board member
Jeanette Bitter. The profile evaluates
physical, emotional, educational, and
economic conditions of children to help
direct community efforts and resources
where they're needed most.

VOICES FOR
ILLINOIS CHILDREN
The National Association of Child
Advocates recently presented the 1997
Child Advocates Awards to five dedicated
child advocacy organizations and individ-
uals. Gaylord Gieseke, Voices' Senior
Projects Director, is the recipient of the
Professional Advocate Award. Gieseke
has, among many things, demonstrated
leadership in community capacity build-
ing efforts and the development of the
Healthy Families voluntary home visiting
program throughout Illinois.

When the Illinois Association for
Marriage and Family Therapy held their
annual conference in April, Voices was
selected to receive the Dedicated Service
to Families Award. Voices' President Jerry
Stermer was on hand to accept the
award, which focuses on Voices' collabo-
rative child advocacy efforts:

The Publicity Club of Chicago held its
38th Annual Golden Trumpet Awards in
May, during which participants received
Silver, Golden or Platinum Trumpet
Awards for their creative and informative
communications work. Deborah Popely
& Company and Voices for Illinois
Children were awarded the Silver Trumpet
for creating the Learning To Fly video. The
video describes the importance of improv-
ing quality early education and child care.

In its 10th Annual "100 Women Making
a Difference," Today's Chicago Women rec-
ognizes Voices' Nancy Stevenson for her
dedication to child advocacy.

IF

Two
Special
Friends

Chii dreitluis.
1..st-.1-tivt-i4pOial friends.

s

Jerry GordiiiserVed Oil the Voices
Program ConiraitteelindAhe Kids Count
Advisory Committee. He worked in the
iii@ieGuaid-ar'\:Ofgce in Chigigo, was
a noted photographer and was particu-
larly concerned about children whose
lives were shattereitii0clietragic experi-
ences of abuse, neglect or delinquency.
The Voices Board of Directors has estab-
lished the Jerry Gordon Kids Count
Fellowship in his memory. Andrea
Flavin, a student at the Univertsity -of
Chicago School of Social Service
Administration, has been named. as the
first Jerry Gordon Kids Count Fellow.

Phyllis Gustafson worked as a personal
assistant for two generations of the Adlai
Stevenson family, in Springfield and in
Washington, D.C. Her estate left a gener-
ous gift to support Voices' ongoing work
on behalf of children.

YOU KNOW A PERSON OR A GROUP THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED FOR GREAT
ADVOCACY EFFORTS, CALL MARJORIE NEWMAN AT (312) 456-0600/ocr. 564;

VOICES FOR IL LAOIS CHILDREN
NETWORK NEWS
208 S. LASAUE Sr., SurrE 1580
CHICAGO, IL 60604,

E-Mail: info@voices4kids.org
i
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Business Cares
for Kids
A New Corporate Partnership Program

A growing' number of American corpora-
tions are realizing that securing the future
of our nation's economy requires securing
the future of our children. Today s children
are tomorrow's work force. Investing in
them produces a substantial future return
in the form of a healthier, better educated,
more responsible, skilled labor pool that
will better position companies to compete
in the national and global economy.

Here in Illinois, corporate leadership is
already at work for children. Voices for
Illinois Children has enjoyed support from
and worked in partnership with dozens of
local corporations over the past ten years.
In an effort to increase the number of cor-

OICES

porations engaged in promoting and pro-
viding funding for child advocacy, Voices
will soon unveil its Business Cares For
Kids Corporate Partnership Program.

With plans for its debut in late
September, Business Cares For Kids will
present a variety of opportunities for busi-
nesses to learn from one another about
ways corporate leadership can help solve
the problems facing Illinois children.

Beginning with this issue, the Voices
newsletter will contain a Business Cares
For Kids feature. This column will suggest
ways businesses can take action on behalf
of children. We'll also offer ideas for busi-
ness leaders who may want to explore new

models of workplace involvement on
behalf of Illinois children. The emphasis
will be on simple things that companies
can do to help children.

We'll also profile local corporations that
are making a difference for children in our
state. In this issue you'll read how
Motorola, Inc. has taken a leadership role
in educating their employees about par-
enting with specific strategies to improve
children's education.

To LEARN MORE ABOUT BUSINESS CARES
FOR KIDS, CONTACT VOICES DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT, JIM PERRY AT:
(312) 456-0600/Exr. 551.

Business Cares for Kids Profile:

MOTOROLA
Begin a voyage of discovery

for yourself and be sure
to take some children

along with you.
From Motorola's booklet,

The Role of the Adult in the Life of a Child

Motorola, Inc., probably best known for car radios and cellular phones, is the world's leading
provider of wireless communications, semiconductors and advanced electronic systems, com-
ponents and services. Motorola maintains sales, service and manufacturing facilities through-
out the world, and conducts business on six continents while employing more than 139,000
people worldwide. What many may not know about Motorola is that the company is highly
committed to parenting and child advocacy.

In 1991, Motorola's Crisis in American Education booklet was distributed to all of its employ-
ees in the United States. The booklet outlined a variety of strategies for changing the current
education system to better reflect the needs of children and the country. Recognizing that even
a new and improved school system alone cannot fully prepare the children of America for the
challenges ahead, Motorola championed the idea that all adults have a role in preparing chil-
dren for the challenges of the future.

Motorola's worldwide Parenting & Child Advocacy Initiative was introduced in 1995 as part
of its effort to improve the learning and teaching of children of their employees. The compa-
ny points out that parents and other concerned adults have a critically important role in edu-
cating children. When you work and play with children, you are shaping their impression of
society and how the world responds and relates to them, according to Gary Tooker, chairman
of Motorola, Inc. Whether you are a grandparent, uncle, aunt, educator, neighbor, caregiver or
acquaintance, you are teaching them something about themselves. Your involvement and con-
tribution are critical to the future of our children.

Parenting champions have been identified at all Motorola facilities, and every location can
take advantage of a series of sessions dealing with child development, cognitive development,
families, schools and partnering with children.

Motorola's booklet The Role of the Adult in the Life of a Child reminds us that all of this infor-
mation is really about one thing -- being an advocate for children.,
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VOICES EXTENDS
A SPECIAL THANKS TO
ALL OF ITS SUPPORTERS.

Individuals, Groups
and Associations
Janice. & Gauge° Abizaid
Martha S.Alexakos

. , .. ' ,

Scott Emery 'D ,Geraldean Jones juha N-ReaviMis
Linda Englund Junior League of CI-imago 'Diana Nelson
Susan Erdakos - .- Karen KacianoWski . ."Jim Nelson '.

Christine & William Kane County Child Advocacy Anita & Martin Nesbitt

Agate'
Julie

THIS LIST INCLUDES Nellie M. Allen. . Erenberg Center Walter diDawn Clark Netsch Elizabeth"G. Sonnenschein

CONTRIBUTIONS Natalie & Dan Alpert
Anti Alvarez :

Representative Judy Erwin :Anne C. Kaplan .

Linda Feltori . , Michelle Karnes
'Bruce Newman
Pet& Niernian & Beth

Alice Spaulding
Carole M.-Spencer.

FROM JANUARY 1, 1997
,

Mrs. Harriet Ancel Kay Feurer Dennis& Constance Keller: Joksimovic JOyce,St. Clair
THROUGH JUNE 30, 1997. Janet Anderson John Filan Regina Keller Bernice Noidenberg Anne M. St. Germaine -

Mary H. Anderson Lisa Fink Staci.&.David Kemp Irene L Nordine Bernadine Evan's Stake
Businesses, Foundations E Virginia & Lester Ayers Sonja Fischer - Dr. Sabrina Kendrick North Shore United. , Lois & Harrison Steans

Corporations Becky Bacidore Deborah &.Martin Fishbein Margaret Miry Kennedy
.

:Methodist Church TalinageM. Steele
Abbott Laboratories Susan Merritt Baird Gretchen Fisher & Barry Kickapoo Council of.Girl , Estelitaislunez. Mrs. Gthee W Stein
Advocate Health'Care Isabel Baker Chapin' Scouts 'Mary Joyce & William Nancy & Jeroine Sitermer
Allegiance Corp. Lorraine Barba Laura K. Fisher Lori Ann & Frank Kinder O'Connell Catherine & Stephen Stern
Alphagraphics Ronnie Barclay Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fitzgerald. Sylvia Klein -. Kathleen M. O'Connor, Nancy & Adlai Stevenson.
Amoco Fnd., Inc. . Joan Barnes Maureen. E Flamm Charles D. Knight LC:S.W. Susan & Victor Stone
Andersen Consulting Betty Barr Colleen'E. Flynn Anne & James Kuhn Margaret O'Flynn & Mr. & Mrs. W Clement
Anderson Bros. Storage & Vita Bates Frederick Ford Nancy Kurshan Alexander Muster 'Stone

Moving Co. Louise M. Beem . Lula M. Ford Elizabeth & Roland Kurth Karen & Philip Olson Ella & Richard Strobel
Aon Corp. . Nannette Bell Tom Freeh' LaCASA' . OlVerDunlqp Associates Barbara E Stuart
Artie & Ida Crown Memorial Mary Beltran Nancie & Michael Freeborn Dana & Rick LaChapelle William it Oostenbrug Kathleen A. Sullivan
Arthur Andersen / Andersen Elizabeth H. Bennett Mrs. Gaylord Freeman Richard Caine David On. Eliiabeth Tertell

Consulting Jay E. Berkelhamer, M.D. Hilary Freeman Representative Louis I. Lang Jean Osborn Jacques C. Theriot
AT&T Senator Arthur Berman Marjorie & Herbert Fried LaRabida Children's Hospital Dorothy Osborn Walton Jane Ann Thomas
Azteca Foods, Inc. Jean & George Bernstein John C. Gabber, C.L.U. & Research Center Peggy & Jim Otis Jan & Bowen Tucker
Bank of America Illinois Elaine & Ronald Berquist Robyn Gabel Elisabeth Lasseri Kathryn & John Palmer Angela Ulum
Bank One, Illinois, NA Jill Berube Irene Gagaoudaki Joan W. Lathrap Veronica & Patrick Patt David Upie
Bielfeldt Fnd. Heidi K. Biederman Judy & H. Garry Gardner Betty Lizarus Peggy Patten Jane t. VanBremen, Ph.D.
Chestnut Mountain Resoun Margaret D. Bird Gateway Youth Care Fnd., League of Women Voters of Irma Patterson Rohitkumar Vasa, M.D.
Chicago Mercantile Exchange Elizabeth Bin Inc. Glencoe Karen Pearson Alice W. von Neumann
Chicago Stock Exchange, Inc. Jeanette Bitter Henry Gault, M.D.S.C. Jean LeBlond Victoria Pecaro Joseph E Vosicky, Jr.
Commonwealth Edison Co. Leona Black Gentlebirth Associates Frances & Elliot Lehman Tom Pendry Nancy N. Wachs
Concord Investment Co. Margaret R. Blackshere Judy Gibbs Vivian M. Leith Mrs. Gordon Perishci , Lorraine B. Wallach
Consolidated Press, Inc. Shaun & Andrew. Block Roxie Glasco Pat Leitzen-Fye James E. Perry Sue A. Walton
Crairis Chicago. Business Judith & Philip Block Gerry & Stan GlasS : eLouella & Mark Levey Nancy L Pinzke Joan & Alfred Ward
Firstar Bank of Illinois Suzi.1.. Boos Ruth Goldman Carole R. Levine 'Piven Theatre WorkshOp Sally Ward
Francis Beidler Charitable Judy Bordwell 'Ellen Gossage Gail & Leonard Lieberman Johnnie Planco Bernice S. Wax

Trust Jean K. Bone Anthony Grade & Rebecca Mr. & Mg, Loomis I. Lincoln Planned'ParenthOod Peoria Helen R. Weigle
Galena River Wine & Cheese Mrs. LeRoy Bowies Noble . . Lynn R. Liston Elizabeth & Harvey Plotrtick Elaine Weinberg
&AIX Corp. . Richard Bowen Philip &Janet Graff Sophie Littlefield Mark Podolner Ruth CF Sol Weiner
Harlken Fnd. . Mrs.Jcihn.Boyston Greater DuPageMYM Mrs. Glen A. UoYd Maxine & Malcolm Poland Mayor Richard C. Weis
Jasculca-Terman Associates Nancy & James Brandt Jane Eisner Green. Carol& Louis Lombardi Fran Pomerance . Mary & Donald Weiss
John Nuveen & Co. Inc. Deborah & Alan Brixton Ruth Gross Colette Lueck : Helen Pomerance Bernice Weissbourd
Jordan Industries Susan Brenner Phyllis E. Gustafson , . Brenda & Charles Lueke Deborah & Richard Popely Well Child Center
Julie E. Hamos & Assoc. Michael Bresticker Jackie Haddad- Maury Lyon Joanne & Bret Popper Lauren A. Wellen
KPMG Peat Marhick Judith & Stanton Brody Patricia 0 William Hagenah Jessie Maeckinald Jean & Herbert Price Edwin Wemeke
Kraft Foods Gerald Brookhart Alderman Madeline Gary MacDougal & Charlene Diane Redleaf West Central Child Care
Lake Forest Travel Biireau, s Jennifer S. Brown Haithcock Gehn Merrilee & Richard Connections, Inc.

Inc Leslie Brown Julia &J. Parker Hall Mary Malloy Redmond Cheryl White
LaSalle National Bank Lisa A. BroWn Jeanne Hanson. ' Joanne & Brian Malone David E. Reed Jane drMarvin White
LaSalle Partners Limited Lois'Brown Mrs. Paul L Flanson William & Lois Malone Miriam Reitz, Ph.D., L.C.S.W. Patricia & Richard Wier
Lincoln Park Food & liquor, Sharlene P Brown Sandra Hanson 'Babs Maltenfort Janet & Charles Remen Williamson County Child

Inc. Mr. & Mrs. Jay K. Buck Bill Harding Joan & Richard Mandel Betty Reneker Advocacy Center
Maclean Fogg Co. Mike Burke Jim'P Harisiades Rabbi Barry Marks Doroth", Rice Dayna & John Winke
Material Sciences Corp. Patrick Calby Mary & Al Harkrader Beth & Alan Markwood Linda M: Rio, David & Martha Nitwer
Mayer, Brown & Platt DaHeen Calcaterra Carolyn Harmon Sue L Marshall Nancy Ronquillo Ann & Arnold Wolff
Mayer & Morris Kaplan Stanley Calderon Sandy & Jim Hartnett Carmen E. Martin. . Barbara & Mark Rosenberg Rochelle Wolff

Family Foundation Therese & Paul Campbell Kathryn Harvey Nancy L Martin Joanne Rosenbush Irene Wood
McDonald's Corp. Missy & Russell Campion Care Haussermann Mary L Matanovic Ruth & JoSeph Rosin Ruth D. Woods
Molex, Inc. Joel Carp Dorothy Hawley Henry W. Maxwell Susan Rubhitz Arin Yoshida
Montgomery Ward CASA of Will County Marsha Hawley Linda & Frank Mayer LuAnn Russell Youth Guidance
National Assoc.of Child CCR&R John A. Logan Theresa & Michael Hawley Mrs. Frank S. Mayer Thomas E. Ryan, M.D. James & Bobette Zacharias

Advocates College Marcia & Samuel Hellman Greg Mayer Betty Lu & Paul Saltzman Alice & Herb Zarov
Northern Illinois Gas Centrillio Council of Michael Hennessy Judith McCarter Dr. & Mrs. Joel Sammet Suzanne & David Zesmer
Patricia Hurley & Associates, GirlScouts Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Herbst James & Carolyn McClure, Jr. Wayne L Sampson \_.,k Pamela C. Zirko

Inc. Barbara Chasnoff Dolores Hermann Helen C. McDougal Manuel Sanchez Angela Zoloto
Pittway Corp. Charitable Child Care Assoc:of Illinois Marla Hillery Beverly.) McElmurry Barbara & Jerry Savitt
Polk Bros. Fnd. Children & Youth 2000 Alyce & Jay Hirschi Karen & John McGoven2, Jr Alice Schaff In Memoiy of
Poverty & Race Research Micki & Anthony Chulick Jacqueline Hirsh Marisa McGray Donna P Schiller Jerome Gordon -,
Action Council Circuit. Court of Cook Mrs. John Holden. Representative Jack McGuire Thersa B. Neu Karen Pearson & Family

Primary County Illinois Jane S. Hollis Patrick McGuire, .' Schiniedeskamp , Court Reporters of Juvenile
Robert R. McCormick . Ann Clayton Colleen Holmbeck Mark McHugh. / R. Ellen Scholly Court

Tribune Fnd. Debby Clinch Susan & Nic Howell Withrow & John Meeker Nancy Schulte Johnnie & Lois Planco
Sahara EnterpriSes Marvin Cohen & Jane Charlene & Charles Lois & Hugo Melvoin Carol Schulz Louella, Mark, Elizabeth &
Sara Lee Fnd. Richman Howland . Sheila M. Merry . Joan C. Scott Darien Levey:
South Shore Bank Jane & John Colman Philip W. Hummer. Zonta Mikva Joy Segal, Ph.D
TCF National Lank James W Compton Pam Hutul Elsie Mills ,

Nancy Segall In Memory of
The Annie E. Casey Adela Coronado-Greeley Illinois Education Associations Louise & Johii Mills Julie Shaffer Marialice Harwood's
The Chicago CRininunity,, Reverend & Reverend John Ingalls Linda Mills ' Midge Perlman Shafton brother

Trust .. . Cramer- Heuermart
The Feldman Investinent . Mark Crane .

Ingalls PK United Linda & James Mitchell\
MethodistChurch Robert Mittendorf /

Beverly & Charles Shaw
Victoria Shire

Vivian Leith

Group Corinne V. CrOck Liz &.Cliff Ireland Monsanto Fund ' Gabrielle& Warren Shufeldt In Memory of
The Ford Fnd. Christine Crouch Adrienne Osborne Ives Jenniter. Moran - Kathy. Shuster Leon Robbins
The Harris Frid. Rosemary Crowley & Elise Jackson . Naomi M. Morris; M.D.' . Catherine Siegel Vivian Leith.
The Mulvihill Family Fnd. ' Morton Amsdorf Richard Jaffee Janet& Riehard Morrow Mr. & Mrs. Eugene E
The Northern Trust Co. Barbara). Dahly i. Mr. & Mrs."Ediarjannotta'Sr.: Mr.Sr Mrs William Mowry Sikomvsky Mothers Day Tribute to
The Quaker OatS Fnd. ." Sally & John Daniels Paula Jaudes, M.D: Marta Moya-Leang "Mickie Silverstein Betsy Hu4nut
United Airlines Anthony 1 Dean Barbara & Paul Javaras Estelle R. Murphy . Rohert.s. Silverstein Vivian Leith ;

USG Corp: . . John Deimel Lawrence P. Jennings, M.D.. '.National Council of Jewish . Carol Siniler
- Weltman Katz Mikell Ovie.M. Dent. Judith JepSen-Popel. ....... - ... Women, Public Affairs.. Mr..& Mrs. Paul Sinion Happy Birthday.to

William Blair & Co'. . Senator &Mrs. Richard J. . Mary BarbJohnson', .. .Committee . Sisters olthe Living Word Vivian I.eiklv .

WOods Fund of Chicago ,. Durbin . BonnieJones. . .. .., KathyNau Michael Slutsky & Susan David. Upiik
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Voices for Illinois Children

Board of Directors
Kathleen Halloran, Chair
St. Charles

Michael Freeborn, Vice Chair
Barrington

Ade la Coronado-Greeley, Secretary
Chicago

Lorraine Barba
Kenilworth

Jeanette Bitter
Quincy

Margaret Blackshere
Chicago

Eloy Burciaga
Chicago

Jeanne Crowley
Chicago
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"Start Early"
Campaign Gets
Underway

It's seen in babies like Graham
Deamer. His parents have encour-
aged him to explore and have pro-
vided him with warm, responsive
early care. At six months old, he's
already aware of his surroundings.
Graham grabs at everything in
sight -- fingers, hair, toys or house-
hold items. He turns his head
when he sees objects or people
move and even when he hears a
loud noise. His brain has made
certain connections that respond
to bright colors, distinctive pat-
terns and soothing music. The

steps taken to develop his brain
began the day Graham entered the
world.

Voices for Illinois Children is
reaching out to 33,000 first-time
parents with limited resources
about the importance of nurturing

Graham Deemer

Community Members, Business Leaders
E State Policymakers Meet to Improve

the Conditions of Illinois Families
The Campaign for Illinois Communities is a collaboration of a number of
Illinois groups working to improve the economic and social conditions of
Illinois families. Some 250 Illinois residents from sixteen communities
across the state joined together in Peoria on September 5 and 6, 1997 to
address some of the most complex issues facing Illinois families. They
shared ideas, concerns, and frustrations but most of all -- they were there
to make a difference.

This year's symposium, Getting Down to Business: Creating Jobs Sustaining
Families, focused on developing the role of communities, businesses and gov-
ernment in supporting families who are transitioning from welfare into the
workforce. The ingredients to achieving the symposium's goal included a plan
to strengthen communication between the private and public sectors, brain-
storming sessions building upon community strengths, and suggestions on
improving the delivery of human services in Illinois.

The Campaign for Illinois Communities is a collaborative effort between
the Illinois Department of Human Services, Voices for Illinois Children,
Kraft Foods, the North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL),
the Casey Project, the United Way of Illinois, the Illinois, Community
Action Association, Project Success, the Illinois Chamber of Commerce,
and the Illinois Learning Partnership. (See FAMILIES on page 5)

1S

their child's healthy development.
"Start Early: Learning Begins at
Birth" is a two-year public educa-
tion campaign focused on pro-
moting new brain research and
supporting new parents as they
provide the best future possible
for their children.

New research shows that infants
thrive with warm responsive early
care. This includes a loving touch,
a stable environment, quality
child care and constant interac-
tion with others. This interaction
-- play, talking or reading to an
infant turns on brain cells, which
make new connections that
increase the learning potential of
the child. But research also shows
that children who are emotionally
neglected or abandoned very early
in life often have difficulty with
such brain-mediated functions as
empathy, attachment and emo-
tional expression.

"Recent studies show that early
stimulation affects the develop-
ment of the brain and nurtures
emotional attachment between
the parent and child," said Jerry
Stermer, president of Voices for
Illinois Children. "That's why we
are letting parents know that they
have the most important role in
nurturing their child's learning,
right from birth."

A $1.5 million grant from the
McCormick Tribune Foundation
will allow Voices to develop and
distribute educational materials to
young, first-time mothers. A con-
temporary video, styled as a par-
enting magazine developed with
the assistance of Popely &
Company, Inc. and R.J. Dale
Advertising & Public Relations
will highlight the importance of a
loving touch and parent interac-
tion. The Ounce of Prevention and

(See START EARLY on page 5)



"We should all
continue to work

together to improve
statewide and national

policies for children..."
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orking Together,
Enhancing Futures
A Column from Voices' President Jerome Sterner

I had a wonderful opportunity some weeks back to
speak to the annual gathering of regional PTA members
in Palatine, Illinois. The topic was, not surprisingly,
how to make sure that "kids count." The banquet hall
was filled with parents, teachers, principals, superin-

tendents and volunteers all advocates for children and all very inter-
ested in what the future holds for us and our children in Illinois.

The Palatine PTA conversations took in both ends of the advocacy
spectrum -- community efforts and statewide policy. I have to say that
when it comes to community strategies there is a lot of excitement and
commitment. People believe that good things are happening for chil-
dren and families because of community collAborative efforts. For
example, in the northwest suburbs a number of school districts are col-
laborating with park districts and other community programs in devel-
oping innovative early childhood programs. At the same time there is
a growing frustration about over-arching policy matters such as the
failure of policy makers to adopt statewide school finance reform and
the still minimal policy commitment to programs aimed at preventing
child abuse. Illinois PTA members make a strong case for child advo-
cates to "think globally and act act locally." We should all continue to
work together to improve statewide and national policies for children,
but remember that everyday we can make a difference for children in
our own families, our own school and our own communities.

In her new book, Common Purpose, Lisbeth Schorr makes the point
that strengthening families and neighborhoods needs to be at the top of
the priority list if we want to make a real difference for children in
America today. Many of us remember Schorr's earlier book, Within Our
Reach which argued eloquently for greater investments in family support
programs and other strategies to reduce teen pregnancy, welfare depen-
dency and the like. In her new book, Ms. Schorr describes a number of
examples where community leaders have engaged in cooperative planning
to ensure that social change programs are well integrated with communi-
ty economic development strategies as well as school reform. Drawing
from successful innovations around the country, she makes the case that
the hard work of collaboration must be combined with a willingness to
change or break traditional rules in order to really get things done.

PTA members have a long history of combining hard work with
bending the rules in their advocacy for children. In this issue of
Voices, we have endeavored to feature the work of a number of child
advocates in Illinois who are working on policy and program strate-
gies that are important to children both at the community level and
statewide. Like the PTA, we believe that all of us -- parents, commu-
nity members, business and religious le ers as well as policy makers

have an important contribution t to ensure that all our kids
count in Illinois.
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Voices Recognizes Founders
Voices recently closed out the celebration of its 10 year anniversary by recognizing
its founding board members. The event -- hosted by the Northern Trust Company in
downtown Chicago -- brought together its founding members, along with many of
Voices' friends and donors.

The evening began with wine and
hors d' oeuvres which led to remarks
by Harold A. Richman, director of The
Chapin Hall Center for Children at
the University of Chicago. Current
Board Chair, Kathy Holloran, then
presented each founder with a gift
commemorating the event.

Voices began its advocacy work in
1987 determined to help reverse the
trends that had made conditions
unacceptable for an increasing num-
ber of children in the state. Voices was
formed by the Plan of Action for
Children Task Force. The task force
addressed children's problems in a
collection of recommendations called
the 1987 Plan of Action for Children,
which became the blueprint for Voices
activities.

"In the beginning, two of our main
goals were to help promote public aware-
ness of the issues that affect our children
and to be a strong voice for kids in Illinois
by working with other advocacy organiza-
dons statewide," said Voices President,

Jerry Stermer. "With the help of
numerous agencies and enor-

mous support from the
public and private sec-

tors, we have brought
children's issues to

the forefront."

cu

Over the years Voices has testified in
Springfield, organized numerous train-
ings, hosted community forums,
offered speakers to other agencies, pro-
posed legislation on various children's
issues, conducted county-by-county
and statewide research on the condi-
tions of children and informed the gen-
eral public of children's issues by pub-
lishing countless letters-to-the-editor in
newspapers all across Illinois. The abil-
ity to achieve these tasks is driven by
dedication and collaboration.

Voices' first Board of Directors includ-
ed business, civic and community lead-
ers from around tile state. That strategy
has continued over the years and has
proved beneficial to the goals of Voices.
The 10-year-old advocacy group has suc-
cessfully been able to maintain an active,
diverse and stable board.

Many of the initial board members
are still with Voices or offer their assis-
tance when needed. The first board
included: Jeanette Bitter, Chair; Weston
Christopherson, Vice Chair; John C.
Colman, Vice Chair; Marjorie Craig
Benton; Frank Bixby; Jill Bradley; Anita
Broms; Marvin R. Cohen; Roxanne J.
Decyk; Kingman Douglas; Sister Julia
Huiskamp; Stanley 0. Ikenberry;
Adrienne Osborne Ives; Robert L.
Johnson; Dr. Sokoni Karanja; George
Kelm; Elliot Lehman; Richard Mandel;
Martin E. Marty; Lourdes Monteagudo;
Rev. Dr. Jorge Morales; Dr. Margaret
O'Flynn; Margaret Otis; George Ranney,
Jr.; The Honorable Joseph Schneider;
Jacqueline R. Settles; Mickie Silverstein;
Nancy A. Stevenson; Helen R. Weigle;
Morton Weir; Bernice Weissbourd and
Edward J. Williams.,
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Advocacy Update:
Working on Behalf of Kids
Voices for Illinois Children works in support of a variety of advocacy
efforts to improve conditions for Illinois children with a number of groups
and individuals. Here are just a few briefs on some of the issues Voices
and others are watching.

Early Intervention Program:
An unfortunate set-back

Thousands of Illinois children
between zero and three may be
affected by new changes in the
Early Intervention Program.
The program provides an array
of resources to children with
physical, mental and environ-
mental conditions that put them
at risk of developmental delays.

Policy changes will result in
fewer children being eligible
for state subsidized services.
Previous program guidelines
allowed a broader group of chil-
dren from ages birth to three to
receive therapies and services.
New policies now limit services
to only those infants and tod-
dlers who have more significant
delays.

Child advocates are working
to convince policy makers to re-
open the eligibility debate so
that all children who can bene-
fit from early intervention can
have the opportunity -- from the
earliest time -- to participate in
appropriate programs.

Prevention Initiative:
A step forward

Voices and other advocates ded-
icated their time last spring to
securing new funding for pro-
grams offered by the Illinois State
Board of Education for very
young children. As a result, the
Prevention Initiative received a
$2.3 million increase to $4.3 mil-
lion and increased the number of
programs to 31.

The Prevention Initiative pro-
vides grants to public and non-
profit agencies that aim to
reduce school failure by offering
health, social and child devel-

opment services to at-risk fami-
lies with infants and toddlers.
Services include prenatal care,
parental training, child care,
nutritional services, health edu-
cation and career development.

Uninsured Children:
New funds available

Beginning October 1, 1997
new federal funds were made
available for Illinois' uninsured
children. Illinois is now eligible
for up to $122.5 million dollars a
year for the next ten years to
provide services for uninsured
children. Voices and other child
health advocates have joined
together to present the state with
recommendations on how to
best serve Illinois children who
are without health insurance.

Child health advocates are rec-
ommending that Illinois act this
fall by building on the existing
Medicaid program and develop-
ing a core group of health pro-
fessionals, parents and child
advocates to brainstorm steps
needed to help all eligible chil-
dren gain access to health care.
Several recent reports estimate
that there are 310,000 uninsured
children in Illinois.

The crucial aspect is that
Illinois needs to act now and
provide the best plan possible to
cover Illinois' uninsured. chil-
dren. Unfortunately, Illinois is
currently one of only three states
that has yet to extend services to
uninsured children. In order for
children to grow-up healthy and
strong, Illinois must help fami-
lies access health care for their
children.,

Voices for
Illinois Children:
For Your Information

Committee of loco

The 1997-98 Committee of 100, special
advocates who serve as local organizers and
spokespersons for children and families, met
by conference call October 27 to discuss
strategies for expanding health insurance for
many of the 310,000 uninsured children in
Illinois. The statewide teleconference
included Jacquie Eddleman, from far south-
ern Dongola, Jackie Haddad from Elmhurst,
Charles Gordon from Calumet Park and
Carmen Flores-Rance from Chicago, Katie
Richards (Chicago) created a flyer which she
distributed to businesses in her community,
Peggy Patten (Champaign) developed mate-
rial using Voices and CDF data to mobilize
action for child/en during her church's
Children's Sabbath. Gene Simon and
Johanna White (Quincy) reported useful
feed back from conversations about health
care in their community.

Earned Income Credit

Workers earning less than S25,760 who
have one child at home and workers earning
less than $29,290 and have two or more chil-
dren at home may be eligible for a tax cred-
it. Eligible workers must apply for the credit
by completing a Schedule EIC form when
preparing taxes. If you need assistance with
filing your taxes call 1-888-827-8511. For
outreach materials to post at your organiza-
tion call Voices at (312) 456-0600.

Start Early 5K Run and Walk

Voices for Illinois Children \kill hold the
Start Early 5K Run & Walk as part of the
"Start Early: Learning Begins at Birth- public
education campaign. On Sunday. March 29.
1998, participants will enjoy the scenery and
camaraderie along Chicago's lakefront as
they complete a 51( walk or run on behalf of
Illinois children. The Start Early Run
also include a Kid's Dash. Race applicauons
will be available beginning January, 1?98.
For sponsorship opportunities or for more
information contact Jim Perri at Voices:
(312) 456-0600, ext. 552.
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1.-START EARLY
it (continued from front page)

Family Focus will provide technical
assistance to the development of the
"Start Early" materials. Two posters
depicting the importance of parent
bonding will also contribute to the
campaign's public education efforts.

"We recognize that people are more
willing to receive information and
advice from agencies they have a
working relationship with," said
Stermer. "That's why we are partner-
ing with a number of community
centers, government agencies, parent
support programs, hospitals and clin-
ics to distribute the videos."

"Start Early" includes a variety of
other efforts to promote early learning.
Funding supports efforts to develop a
high visibility radio and transit cam-
paign promoting healthy growth and
development. Voices and Washington,
D.C. based Zero to Three: National
Center for Infants, Toddlers and
Families will sponsor a leadership con-
ference next spring for parents, com-
munity leaders and policymakers to
support parents and mobilize commu-
nities throughout Illinois.

THE BEET EDUCATION STINTS HINE

AA.

The Voices for Illinois Children "Start Early: Learning
Begins at Birth" Campaign poster.

"We know the brain reaches 90 per-
cent of its development by age three.
But if negative experiences have
occurred during those first three years,
its not too late," said Stermer. "The
brain can be helped to compensate for

problems with appropriately timed,
early intervention particularly by
stimulation from parents and child
care providers."

The "Start Early" campaign got off
to a good start during the spring of
1997 when the Illinois General
Assembly responded to a set of
"Start Early" policy recommenda-
tions. The Illinois legislators
approved an $11.2 million increase
in pre-kindergarten funding, added
$2 million to the Early Childhood
Parental Training program, increased
the Prevention Initiative to $4.3 mil-
lion and appropriated $2 million for
voluntary home visiting programs.

"Thanks to the work of many advo-
cates, our voices were heard and we
made many gains," said Stermer. "But
there's still more to do. That's why --
with the help of others we are mov-
ing full force with the "Start Early:
Learning Begins at Birth" campaign.
It's beneficial to everyone to know
what their chid is capable of learning
and how they as parents or child care
providers play a crucial role in a child's
developmental process.",

*FAMILIES
n(continued from front page)

"We recognize that important sugges-
tions and ideas for improvements in
public policies and programs come
from the community," said Gaylord
Gieseke, senior projects director for
Voices for Illinois Children. "This year's
symposium brought a wide variety of
community stakeholders together with
their local state agency representatives
and key state policy leaders. The expe-
rience of actively working together over
two days promotes on-going partner-
ships and collaborations."

IDHS's new Secretary Howard Peters,
spoke of his commitment to making
improvements in the department which
serves thousands of Illinois residents.
He displayed his sincerity as he led an
interactive question and answer session
on Saturday morning. The wide variety
of community members had Peters' full
attention while they addressed their
concerns and ideas. Participants called
attention to the lack of social skills pre-
sent in some of the employees dealing
directly with TANF recipients and sug-
gested sensitivity training should be
considered. This, he said, was food for
thought and action.

Using the working conference model,
participants were divided into groups to
create a more dynamic and interactive
environment. Discussions focused on

building greater understanding of the
challenges families face in moving from
welfare to work, what new approaches
human services providers need to take
to help families, and how to help people
find and keep a job. The discussions
were always focused. upon building on
family strengths and identifying com-
munity partners, including business
and education.

William Pollard, chairman of
ServiceMaster, had thought provoking
comments regarding leadership roles of a
business and those who run businesses.
He challenged all of us to approach work
and leadership roles with a serving heart.
Pollard suggested that his company is on
the right track, but the road to change is
always challenging.

"Most of our people come
to us in entry level positions.
Over 50 percent are classified
as minorities. Many need
additional educational skills,
some require help in social
skills, and others may at one
time in their life have been
considered a drop-out; a
drop-out of school or soci-
ety," Pollard said. "So the task
before us is to train and motivate people
to work and to be more productive in
their work. This is both a management
ant a leadership challenge."

The Campaign for Illinois Com-
munities convened its first statewide
symposium in the spring of 1996.
Additional campaign activities have
included a number of town meetings,
round table discussions and a series of
planning sessions that have had a posi-
tive impact on both the organization of
Illinois Human Services programs and
state Welfare to Work policies.

"Bringing people together can some-
times be a challenge, but now is an
important time for all of us to work
together to improve conditions for fam-
ilies and communities," said Gieseke.
"When we focus on shared goals and
strategies, each of us can find ways to
contribute to better outcomes." <4'.
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Left to Right: Howard Peters, secretary of IONS: Margo
Schreiber, DuPage County Federation; Jerome Stermer,
president of Voices; C. William Pollard. chairman of the
ServiceMaster Co.; B.J. Walker, !OHS director of
Community Operations; Hugh Parry, executive director of
United Way of Illinois.
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Business Cares
for Kids
An Update

This past September, Voices for
Illinois Children launched Business
Cares For Kids -- a new corporate part-
nership program designed to raise
awareness about corporate efforts on
behalf of Illinois children. The pro-
gram is also attempting to present a
variety of opportunities for businesses
to learn from one another about the
ways corporate leadership can help
solve the problems facing the children
in our state.

One opportunity for learning is pre-
sented through our Business Cares

For Kids Corporate Roundtable a
quarterly meeting of corporate lead-
ers who are committed to increasing
the role corporations play in finding
solutions to those problems.

Voices' first Business Cares For Kids
Corporate Roundtable meeting was
hosted by Jim Mitchell at the
Northern Trust on September 18,
1997. Representatives from several of
the Chicago area's largest corporations
were in attendance to help shape this
new program and determine the
Roundtable's future activities.

The Field Museum will host the
next Corporate Roundtable meeting
on Thursday, December 11, 1997.
The meeting will include a presenta-
tion on the latest statistical data indi-
cating child well-being in Illinois.
This data will be included in our
Illinois Kids Count data book sched-
uled for release in January 1998.

To LEARN MORE ABour BUSINESS CARES
FOR KIDS, CONTACT VOICES DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT, JIM PERRY AT:
(312) 456-0600, Exr. 552.

Business Cares for Kids Profile:

Allstate
Allstate Insurance Company, with over 45,000 employees, is the nation's sec-
ond largest insurer of cars and homes. Under the leadership of Chief
Executive Officer Jerry D. Choate, they are the nation's largest publicly held
personal lines insurer and have more than 20 million customers. A closer
look at their company will also reveal that children, and their families, are in
good hands at Allstate.

It should be no surprise to discover that personal safety and security is an
area where the entire company partners with customers to find ways to
reduce the loss of life and property in the community.

Allstate established a variety of partnerships and initiatives to educate
children on fire prevention. As an example, agents and employee volun-
teers partner with local fire departments to conduct fire safety workshops,
seminars and special events. In early 1996, Allstate formed and funded
the For A Safer America Coalition and launched a nationwide public ser-
vice campaign, Be Cool About Fire Safety, designed to teach kids ages 5 to
8 how to prevent fires and what to do in case of a fire.

The Allstate Foundation has made more than $1 million in grants
to the Boys & Girls Clubs Chicago and America, and has committed
$600,000 to support the Street Smart program designed to help youths
ages 11 to 13 effectively resist gangs and violence in their community.

Allstate also supports numerous initiatives across the country to
promote the use of child safety seats.

7-44-Ag
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To demonstrate that they also care
for their employees' children, Allstate recent-

ly spent $3 million to build the Little Hands Child Development
Center, an on-site child care center at its headquarters in Northbrook, IL.
Designed (with parent input) to accommodate up to 190 children, the
center offers care for preschoolers, full-day kindergarten and vacation or
holiday care. Parents also participate in transition seminars to help pre-
pare their children for placement there. It comes as no surprise that
Allstate was recently chosen as one of the ten best companies for work-
ing mothers by Working Mother magazine. Allstate clearly demonstrates
that Business Cares For Kids.,
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Allstate CEO Jerry Choate (left) and Philadelphia Boys & Gals
Club member lovan Pratt (right) meet during the first ever
corporate volunteerism summit in Northbrook, IL. The summit
aligns Allstate's corporate volunteer commitments with the
ongoing efforts of America's Promise -- The Alliance for
Youth.



Your Voice:
Leadership that Serves
By C. William Pollard
C. William Pollard is the chairman of Service Master Company in Downers Grove, Illinois.
Service Master provides lawncare, janitorial services, institutional foodservices, and home appliance
repairs to 5.5 million homes, 1,500 hospitals and 500 educational institutions. At this year's sympo-
sium in Peoria, Illinois, Pollard gave an exhilarating speech about the leadership role we should all
take in shaping a better future for everyone. Here is an excerpt from his speech:

"We all need to be involved in finding
solutions. No one can afford to stand
on the sidelines. We must be leaders
with a vision, a conviction of purpose
and a mission -- and also, I suggest,
leaders with a servant's heart.

Will the real leader please stand up?
Not the president or the person with the
most distinguished title or the longest
tenure, but the role model. Not the
highest paid person in the group, but
the servant. Not the person who pro-
motes himself or herself, but the pro-
moter of others. Not the administrator,
but the initiator. Not the taker, but the
giver. Not the talker, but the listener.

It was Samuel Beckett and James Joyce
who were friends and confidants.
Although the writings of Joyce have
received more fame and publicity,
Beckett won the Nobel Prize for litera-
ture in 1969. His essays, short stories,
novels, plays, radio and television scripts
are generally obscure and esoteric works
stressing the absurdity and despair of life.
His characters are typically engaged in
meaningless habits to occupy their time,
but have no purpose or mission and
accomplish nothing. As he spoke with
unflinching honesty about the emptiness
of life without purpose or meaning, he
may well have been describing the peo-
ple who think only of themselves and
their own well being and who are not
actively involved in helping others.

It was Socrates who stated that a per-
son should first understand oneself as a
means of making contributions to oth-
ers. "Know thyself" was his advice.
Aristotle counseled his followers, to
use one's talents to the utmost, one
must have discretion and direction. His
advice was "control thyself." Another
great thinker suggested service to oth-
ers, especially those you seek to lead.
"Give thyself" were words spoken by
Jesus as He washed his disciples' feet.
In doing, He taught that no leader is
greater than the people he or she leads,
and that even the humblest of tasks is
worthy for a leader to do.

Does this example fit into today's
world two thousand years later? There

is certainly no scarcity of feet to wash,
and towels are always available. The
only limitation, if there is one, is with
us. Are we willing to be on our hands
and knees, to compromise our pride
and status, to be involved and to have
compassion for those we lead, those we
work with and those we live with?

Now as I ask these fundamental ques-
tions about leadership and about the
future of our communities, I do so not
as a philosopher or educator, politi-
cal or religious leader, but simply
as a business person, someone
who is seeking to lead with
my partner, Carlos Cantu, a
fast-growing, dynamic ser-
vice company that we call
ServiceMaster

We have experienced
rapid growth, doubling in
size every three and a half
years for the past 20 years
System-wide revenues now
exceed $5 billion We employ
or manage over 250,000 people
providing services in the United
States and 34 foreign countnes
We are a public company with
our shares listed and traded on the
New York stock exchange
The shareholders
that Carlos

and I are responsible to as leaders vote
every day on our leadership -- they
have the choice to buy, hold or sell.

But the measure of my success as a
leader is not just in the value of our
shares or the profit we produce. It
more importantly relates to the people
with whom I work and the people we
serve people who are looking for
opportunity -- people who are looking

for leadership."
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Network News:
Advocates Working on Behalf of Children
Thousands of people across the state dedicate each day to making
sure the needs of Illinois children are addressed. Here are just a few.

CHICAGO
Illinois Representative Barbara Flynn
Currie has been awarded the 1997

NASW National Public
Elected Official Award.
Her accomplishments
include sponsorship of
the Illinois Freedom of
Information Act, the
state program that funds
preschool services for
children at risk of acade-
mic failure and recent

leadership efforts to establish a health
insurance plan for uninsured children.

Voices board member, Sokoni
Karanja, has been selected to receive
the 1997 Outstanding Community
Leader Award from the National
Society of Fund Raising Executives-
Chicago Chapter. Karanja is the
founder and president of Centers for
New Horizons, Inc. which provides
child care, foster care, and senior citi-
zens services as well as an array of
health and human services.

Youth Guidance recently
received a new grant
funded by the Illinois
Department of Human
Services to continue its
Youth Employment and
Training Initiative (YETI)
program. YETI, in its fifth
year, provides high school
students of TANF families
with career awareness,
job readiness training,
employment and counseling programs.
Jaime D. Rivera is the assistant director
at Youth Guidance and the director of
the Youth Employment and Training
Initiative.

classroom teacher at Ariel, says what
makes this school unique is the commit-
ment to work with families, community
members and businesses, not only to pre-
pare children for the future, but to give
them the confidence and vision to change
the future and the community. Ariel will
add one grade each year to make the tran-
sition to a pre-kindergarten through
eighth grade school by the year 2008.

COAL VALLEY/MOLINE
Gary Brown, superintendent of
Arrowhead Ranch, is excited about the
strides the agency has recently made.

Arrowhead is a resi-
dential facility for
troubled boys ages 13
through 17 that pro-
vides educational and
social services to help
residents become pro-
ductive members of
society. The Positive
Peer Culture one of
the structured pro-
grams available --
requires 12 boys to
stay together 24-hours

a day to help each other solve their
individual problems.

The Ariel Community
Academy is making headway
in the Chicago Public School
system. The new small
school -- located in the North
Kenwood/Oakland neigh-
borhood -- opened its doors
in 1996 with two pre-kinder-
garten and two kindergarten
classes. Kimberly Bailey, a

EAST ST. LOUIS
Dedicated to children, the Griffin
Center opened its doors hours earlier
than scheduled to provide alternative
programs to more than 600 students
affected by a recent school strike.
During the four-and-a-half week
strike, students attended tutoring ses-
sions and participated in several edu-
cational field trips. Sister Julia
Huiskamp, director of the Griffin
Center programs, heads the five cen-
ters located in public housing develop-
ments. Griffin Center programs offer
social recreation, anti-drug programs,
after-school and mentoring programs
for children between 5 and 13.

MOLINE
Bethany for Children and Families is
continually expanding its services to
support children and fami-
lies. Mary Ann McLeod,
director of Prevention and
Education Services, recently
received funding for two
new programs. Boys to Men
is a program geared towards
helping African-American
males who are at-risk of
dropping out of school
and/or becoming involved
with gangs. The second new
program, Recipe for Parenting, is a
program for teen parents that teaches
nutritional value and cooking skills.
Bethany for Children and Families
provides adoption, counseling, foster
care and special needs services.
Bethany also offers prevention educa-
tion services and child abuse/neglect
services.

PEORIA
LaVerne Young, founder and director of
Operation Change and Empowerment
(OCE), led efforts for
city-wide recognition on
the importance of family
bonding. OCE works in
collaboration with church-
es, educational institu-
tions, health and welfare
agencies to help build
character in youth.
Through Young's dedica-
tion and hard work, the
city of Peoria issued a spe-
cial proclamation recognizing August as
Family Month. During August, OCE held
a parade and several nightly break-out ses-
sions on strengthening family, community
concerns and possible solutions for prob-
lems facing youth and families.
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QUINCY
Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Adams County is helping

Carthage, Illinois develop a
CASA group that will serve
Hancock County. Teri
Dahl, director of CASA of
Adams County, has con-
ducted several training ses-
sions for the first volunteer
group in Hancock County.
Dahl is very pleased to help
provide a service to more
children in a part of the
state that she says has been

clearly underserved.

ROCK ISLAND
The Rainbow-Skip-A-Long II Child
Development Center recently launched a
$250,000 Capital Campaign. Laurel
Walker, executive director of the

Skip-A-Long/Rainbow Child
Development Centers, says
they are excited about the
goals set for the campaign.
Plans include acquiring addi-
tional space for new pro-
grams, renovating the exist-
ing facility and purchasing
the current site from the
Housing Authority. Skip-

A-Long/Rainbow Child Development
Centers provide subsidized child care for
low and moderate income families and
full fee services for those who work
themselves off fee subsidy.

VOICES FOR ILLINOIS CHILDREN
The French American Foundation
recently produced "A Welcome for
Every Child" -- an hour-long docu-
mentary narrated by Meryl Streep --
which looked at the critical issues sur-
rounding early childhood develop-
ment. Voices President Jerry Stermer
was featured in the documentary
which focused on health care, child
care and early educational support.
The film aired on WTTW in Chicago.

Child Advocates in nine cities through-
out Illinois have been involved in a new
series of "Start Early" policy meetings.
Working in collaboration with a number
of state and local partners, Dan Sprehe
and other Voices staff have facilitated
community discussions about the effects
of public policy on early childhood
development and strategies for individu-
als and community groups to impact
public policy. Participating cities include:
Bloomington, Carlinville, Centralia, Des
Plaines, Elgin, Elmhurst, Hinsdale, Palos
Hills and Peoria. For more information
contact Dan Sprehe at (312) 456-0600.

Voices recently joined the Illinois
Learning Partnership. Under this col-
laborative effort, the partners will focus
on removing barriers to improve public
education for students and teachers.
The Partnership Council will also serve
as a catalyst for change by fostering
local, regional and statewide education-
al innovations. The Illinois Statewide
School Management Alliance, the

Illinois Education Association, the
Illinois Federation of Teachers, the
Illinois State Board of Education, the
Illinois Parent Teacher Association,
Motorola, the Illinois Farm Bureau, the
Chicago Urban League and the Latino
Institute are all part of this new effort
chaired by Wayne Sampson of the
Illinois Association of School Boards.

Congratulations to Julia Beckman,
Voices' director of administration,
on her re-election to
the Community High
School 99 district
board. The overwhelm-
ing vote allows Julia to
continue her involve-
ment in policy deci-
sions for the school
district which serves
5,200 students in
the Downers Grove
Woodridge, Darien area. Beckman was
sworn in on November 10, 1997.

Voices for Illinois Children was
pleased to be recognized by the
Illinois Association of Non-Profit
Organizations with a first place distin-
guished award for "Want to Change a
Child's Life" newspaper ad and the third
place merit award for the "Voices"
newsletter in IANO's annual non-profit
publication competition.

IF YOU KNOW A PERSON OR A GROUP THAT YOU THINK
SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED FOR GREAT ADVOCACY EFFORTS,

CALL MARJORIE NEWMAN AT (312) 456-0600, EXT. 564;

'1: ';nri; VOICES FOR ILLINOIS CHILDREN
NETWORK NEWS
208 S. LASALLE ST., SUITE 1580
CHICAGO, IL 60604,

E-Mail: info@voices4kids.org
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Advocacy Resources:
Know Your Facts
Voices produces materials that can help
advocates for young people. Here's a list

Special Report:
New Federal Funds Available to
Cover Uninsured Children-Options
for Illinois

This report clearly describes the new
federal program for uninsured chil-
dren and offers options for the state
on how to best serve Illinois' unin-
sured children.

Complimentary

Falling Through the Gap:
Uninsured Children in Illinois

This statistical snapshot reveals that
Illinois has 310,000 uninsured chil-
dren. The report breaks common
stereotypes of the characteristics of
these kids, profiles families trying to
cope with having no insurance, and
offers solutions to this increasing
problem of uninsured children.

Complimentary

Ten Things Every Child Needs
An 11-minute video summary of the
one-hour show explaining the needs
of infants and young children. This
fascinating video, produced by
WTTW/ Channel 11 and supported
by the Robert R. McCormick Tribune
Foundation, shows 10 easy things
parents can do to dramatically aid in
the development of their baby.

Limited quantities are still available

Special Report: Welfare Reform
This easy-to-read eight-page report
reviews the impact of welfare reform
on children.

Complimentary

Special Report:
Education Finance Reform

This paper critiques the problems
plaguing Illinois' education funding
systems and lists the components of a
successful school finance plan.

Complimentary

Learning to Fly
This 12-minute video highlights the
importance of quality early childhood
education and care.

$10 for members
$12 for non-members

us all become better
of our available resources.

A Child Advocate's Guide to
Fear-Free Fact Finding

This technical assistance guide
offers step-by-step instructions to
locate data on children and families
as well as equations to calculate
basic statistics. This informative
guide also includes a detailed list of
national and Illinois specific educa-
tion, economic, child welfare and
health data sources.

Complimentary

"Start Early:
Learning Begins at Birth" poster

These posters deliver the message
that learning takes place in the emo-
tional interaction between parent
and baby. The posters are offered in
two different images: one White and
one African-American.

Complimentary

Dollars and Sense:
A Guide to Spending on
Children and Families in Illinois

An in-depth look into state finances,
this primer reveals how Illinois
spends more money reacting to
rather than preventing problems.

Free for members
$5 for non-members

Illinois Kids Count:
Rising to the Challenge (1996-1997)

This report provides child well-
being statistics by county and out-
lines ideas working to improve the
lives of children.

now only $5
A complimentary summary
is available

TO ORDER ANY PUBLICATION,
CALL VOICES AT: (312) 456-0600

Voices Spreads the
Word at Summer
Street Fests
It started with a simple idea to expand our public
education and mobilization efforts and a colorful
drawing by Estella Ruiz, a student at the Dorothy de
Lacey Family Center in Carpentersville, IL. With
the help of our corporate partners at Panasonic, the
idea and drawing came together on a T-shirt with
the theme: "Picture a Better World for Children."

The t-shirts, and Voices' advocacy message, were
taken to a number of summer street fairs. Hundreds
of children had their faces painted while their par-
ents heard about the need to "start early" in every
child's life. State Representative Pat Linder and Galen
Harry from Panasonic joined Voices' President Jerry
Stermer in presenting Estella with one of the t-shirts
bearing her artwork and her name.

From left to right: Jerry Sterner, president of Voices;
Galen Harry, Panasonic State Representative Pat Lindner,

Dr. Charles Brown, principal for the Dorothy de Lacey
Center, Maria Ruiz. Estella's mother; and Estella Ruiz.
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OUR NEW VOICES' T-SHIRTS WOULD MAKE GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS. THE T-SHIRTS BEAR THE

ARTWORK OF FIRST GRADER ESTELLA Ruiz. THEY ARE AVAILABLE IN MEDIUM, LARGE,

EXTRA LARGE AND EXTRA -EXTRA LARGE. T-SHIRTS COST $12 ($10 FOR MEMBERS).
QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED so CALL VOICES AT (312) 456-0600 TO ORDER.
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VOICES FOR ILLINOIS CHILDREN IS A TAX-EXEMPT CORPORATION UNDER INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE CODE SECTION 501(C)(3)

AND IS NOT CLASSIFIED AS A PRIVATE FOUNDATION. CONTRIBUTIONS TO VOICES TAKE ON AN INFINITE VARIETY OF FORMS.

WE WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS

AND CORPORATIONS FOR THEIR GENEROSITY DURING TILE PERIOD

FROM JULY 1, 1997 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 1997.

Businesses; Foundations

and Corporations
208 S. LaSalle Associates, Ltd.
A Personnel Commitment
Azteca Eoocls, Inc.
John Nuveen & Co. Inc.
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Panasonic Company
Robert R: McCormick

Tribune Foundation
The Community Trust
The Kenneth Douglass

Foundation

Individuals, Groups

and-Associations
Alice and Aaron Adler
Judith A. Allen
Dolores Appl
Shirley T. Axel
Rebekah Baker
Julie E.. Becker .

Carolyn and Robert BlacklAiell
Shari A. Bongiorno
Nancy G. Carroll
Madalene Tierney and

Keros Cartwright
Joanne Chezem
Child Care Resource and

Referral - Chris Bzdon
Children's Home & Aid Society
Charlotte Cohen
Community Unit School

District Number 300
Tom Cordan, St. Margaret
. Mary Parish
COURAGE
Thomas Craig
Johnna Darragh
MrS. William W Darrow
DuPage County League of

Women Voters
Vera Durbin
Alvina M. Eineke
ELCA - Women and Children

Living in Poverty
Ruth Fisher
Robert D. Fitzgerald
Lauren Beth Gash
GFWC Illinois Federation of

Women's Club
Mike Goldman- .

Liza Goldwasser
Good Shepherd Center
Sherry B. Goodman
Yvonne I. Hammer
Mrs. Ben W. Heineman
Margaret& Donald Henderson
Vivian Hickey
Ann Marie Hollis
Jeffrey B. Keiser
Marcelline Koch

Linda Kolbusz
Agnes Kovacs
Mary Kruse
Lucia A. Kubiatowski
Susan S. Kuranishi
-Elizabetli.Lacey, Community.

Support Services,Inc.
League of Women Voters

of Wheaton
Laurie Lebreton
Patricia Makris, The Children's

Center of Cicero/Berwyn
Carol McDermott
Jean and Bernard Meltzer
Harriet Meyer
Peggy Miller
Lynn and Richard Montei
Kathleen H. Morrison
Nancy and Bill Nagle
Bernice & Seymour Nordenberg
Marilyn Norman
Karen E North
Mary and Edward O'Hare
Maureen E Patrick
Irma Ellis Patterson
lain C. Paul
Jewell Perkins, Church Women
. United in Illinois
Troy Pottgen
Badonna Reirigold
Barak Rosenshine
Lorelei and Ben Rosenthal
Norman Ross
Elsa and Herb Roth
Mary L. Salisbury.
Manuel Sanchez
Donna and Gary Schechter
Rebecca and Robert Shepard
Devorah and Saul Sherman
Susan P Sklansky.
Harvey Smith
Julie Spielberger
Nancy Stevenson
Liz and Jules Stiffel
Marilyn and Phillip B. Straus
Lori G. Strong
Joseph R. Sullivan
Carol Johnson and

Gregory Sultan
Johnna N. Timmes
Kay Vlahos
Joan and Alfred Ward
Irvina and Sherwyn Warren
Diana S. Williams
Madonna and Norman Wilson
Margie and Mark Zivin

Happy Birthday to Richard
Mandel

Alice and Aaron Adler
Lorelei Rosenthal
Irvina and Sherwyn Warren

In Memory of Thomas K. Heeres
Nancy and Bill Nagle
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In-Kind Contributions
.

AT&T
Corporation for National Service
David Means
Deborah Popely & Company
Federal Aviation Administration

-- Des Plaines
Marshall Fields
Radio Flyer
Reily Graphics
The Northern Trust
The Playboy Foundation

Special Thanks to the
Individuals and Businesses
that contributed items to our
1997 Kids Count Awards Dinner
Silent AUction
Adler. Planetarium
Alfred' Lester
Anita & Martin Nesbitt
Borders Books
Brenda Edgar
Bunn-O-Matic
Caribou Coffee
Carl Johnson Gallery
Cast of. ER
Center Theatre Ensemble
Chicago Blackhawks
Chicago Bulls
Chicago From the Lake
Courtyard by Marriott
Dawn & Walter Netsch
Executive Salon
Frank Lloyd Wright Studio
Fusion Restaurant
Godiva Chocolatier
Grand Frame Inc.
Hawthorne Race Course
Hyatt Hotel
Iris Witkowsky
Iry Kupcinet
Jean Rhodes & Chris Holt
Kel Geddes-
Lawry's Prime Rib
Linda Grubbs
Linda & Jim Mitchell
Lyric Opera
MaggieDaley
Maximus Gallery
Michael & Nancie Freeborn '

Mongolian Barbeque
Motorola, Inc.
Museum of Science & Industry
Nancy Stevenson
Nature Museum
Old Town School of Folk Music
Organic Touchstone Theatre
Papyrus @ The Rookery
Park Avenue
Pasquesi Home & Farm

Suppl 4

Pat Colfman-HusS
Radisson Hotel & Suites
Renaissance Chicago Hotel
Second City
Seiko'
Senator Carol Moseley-Braun
Silk 'n Things
Six Flags
Stuart Rodgers, Ltd.
Sue Figliulo
The Children's Museum
The East Bank Club
Timex.
Tom Laydon
Toys'R'Us
'University of Chicago
Victory Gardens
Zeitgeist Theatre

Note:
Our sincere apologies
to GFWC Illinois
Federation of Women's
Clubs for failing to
recognize their gift in
the previous issue of
Voices newsletter.

If you are not listed and
believe you should be
or are listed incorrectly,
please accept our
apologies and send a
note of correction to:
VOICES FOR
ILLINOIS CHILDREN
ATTN: DEVELOPMENT DEPT
208 S. LASALLE ST.

SUITE 1580
CHICAGO, IL 60604-1103

Corrections will appear in
subsequent publications.
Thank you.



Voices for Illinois Children

Board of Directors

Kathleen Halloran, Chair
St. Charles

Michael Freeborn, Vice Chair
Barrington

Ade la Coronado-Greeley, Secretary
Chicago

Lorraine Barba
Kenilworth

Jeanette Bitter
Quincy

Margaret Blackshere
Chicago

Eloy Burciaga
Chicago

Jeanne Crowley
Chicago

James Glasser
Chicago

Sokoni Karanja, Ph. D.
Chicago

George Kelm
Lincolnshire

Frank Kopecky
Springfield

Betty Lazarus
Urbana

Elliot Lehman
Skokie

Vivian Leith
Winnetha

Richard Mandel
Chicago

Dianne Meeks
Carbondale

James Mitchell, III
Chicago

Martin Nesbitt
Chicago

John Rhine
Mount Cannel

Jean Rhodes
Chicago

Thomas H. Robinson
Moline

Nancy Ronquillo
Bloomington

Nancy Schulte
Chicago

Mickie Silverstein
Highland Park

Brazilian Thurman
De Kalb

Helen Weigle
Highland Park

Bernice Weissbourd
Chicago

Bonnie Wheeler
Carterville

Robert Wolters
Oak Brook

Voices for Illinois Children

Staff

Jerome Stermer
President

Julia Beckman
Director of Administration

Gaylord Gieseke
Senior Projects Director

Patricia Gonzalez
Fiscal Manager

Demece Harvey
Development Associate

Ami Nagle
Project Director

Marjorie Newman
Communications Associate

Jim Perry
Director of Development

$ Nancy Stevenson
Public Affairs Representative

Joan Vitale
Project Director

Interns
Andrea Havill
Stacey Spaeth

The Voices newsletter is designed by David Eisendrath and
printed by Consolidated Press, Inc. of Elk Grove Village.
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