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INTRODUCTION

This booklet is designed for the parent or guardian whose child participates in
bilingual or monolingual English General Education or in a bilingual Special Education
program. It provides general information about "Mainstreaming" and how students benefit
from this process.

"Mainstreaming" means the integration of Special Education students into General
Education classrooms and/or school-wide activities taking into consideration the students'
language, culture and abilities. This integration implies a joint effort on the part of General
and Special Education staff members in terms of discussing and in the planning of
curriculum, teaching strategies and socialization activities for the students.

Mainstreaming is based on the concept that children should be educated in the least
restrictive environments to best meet their needs.
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HOW MAINSTREAMING WORKS

Mainstreaming is the integration of bilingual and monolingual Special Education
students into General Education classes and activities. It takes place during part of the school
day.

Students are integrated in bilingual or English-dominant groups, depending on their
language and academic abilities and social skills.

There are two types of Mainstreaming:

Academic Mainstreaming
The Special Education student participates in a General Education class in at least one
of the following subjects:

mathematics
language arts
art
social studies

music
E.S.L. (English as a Second Language)
science

Non-Academic Mainstreaming
Members of the entire school community (Special Education and General Education)
participate together in one or more of the following activities:

lunchroom periods
auditorium and assembly programs
physical education periods

trips
clubs
school-wide programs

2



OBJECTIVE OF MAINSTREAMING

There are many reasons for Mainstreaming:

to integrate bilingual or monolingual Special Education students into bilingual
and/or monolingual General Education programs.

to promote positive interactions between bilingual and monolingual English
General and Special Education students.

to involve Special Education students in academic activities with the General
Education students, depending on their particular needs and abilities

to expose all students of the school community to enriching experiences
through participation in academic and non-academic activities with one another
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BENEFITS OF MAINSTREAMING

Mainstreaming In Beneficial In Many Ways

Special and General Education students have more opportunities to socialize
constructively.

Students from each group have more opportunities to serve as behavior role
models for one another.

Students from each group realize they belong to the same school community.

Students learn to share ideas, projects, and experiences while learning to
appreciate one another.

For Students In Special Education Who Participate In General Education Activities

Students may have additional opportunities to develop the leadership skills that
can lead to an improved self-image.

Students may have additional opportunities to practice English, as well as use
their native language, with their General Education peers.

Students may have additional opportunities to practice English, as will as use
their native language, with other bilingual students.

Students may have additional opportunities to be recognized for their unique
talents.

Students may have additional opportunities to function as equal members of the
whole school population.

Students may have additional opportunities to explore the world of work
through visits to places of employment, with the purpose of expanding their
career awareness.
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For Students In General Education Who Participate In Activities With Special
Education Students:

Students may be enriched by sharing activities with, and learning about their
classmates in Special Education.

Students may have extra opportunities to learn about, and respect individual
differences.

Students can develop an understanding of how unity can grow out of diversity.

Students may have extra opportunities to gain social skills that will help them
in their family, school and community life.
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THE ROLE OF GENERAL EDUCATION

IN MAINSTREAMING

Academic Activities
General Education students, in both bilingual and monolingual settings, learn
academic skills and share in activities with Special Education students.

For example:
teacher-guided instruction in math
supervised peer-tutoring
group work on a history project

Non-Academic Activities
General Education students, in both bilingual and monolingual settings, share in non-
academic activities with Special Education students.

For example:
common lunch periods
school athletic activities (basketball, baseball)
preparation for a Pan-American Festival
trips to museums
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PLANNING FOR MAINSTREAMING

A committee, comprised of General and Special Education staff, is organized to
plan, put into effect, and monitor Mainstreaming in the school.

Academic Activities

The Mainstreaming Committee makes its recommendations and they are included on
the Individualized Education Plan (I.E.P.). This education plan indicates whether the
student will be mainstreamed in a bilingual or English dominant group.

The committee coordinates the academic services which each Special Education
student requires. These services are reflected on the student's I.E.P.

Non-Academic Activities

The Board of Education mandates that the entire student population be integrated
within the following activities:

lunch periods
trips
auditorium and assembly programs
physical education periods
school-wide programs such as graduation ceremonies, award presentations and math
and science fairs.
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THE ROLE OF THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN

The parent or guardian plays a very important role in the student's learning
process.

Parents or guardians can participate actively by:

visiting the school to discuss their children's progress.

attending school workshops.

serving as volunteers in school activities.

talking with their children about their needs and concerns.

helping their children with homework.

reading to and with their children regularly, or telling them stories.

taking their children on trips in the community, or city, or outside the city.
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QUESTIONS FREQUENTLY ASKED

ABOUT MAI NSTREAMING

How is it determined that a special education student should be mainstreamed?

The Special Education teacher observes the student to monitor her/his academic
strengths, weaknesses and social progress.

The teacher shares her/his observations about the student's progress with the
student's parents or guardians and welcomes their input in the decision-making
process.

The Special Education teacher informs the Mainstreaming Committee about the
student's strengths, special needs and appropriate curricular adaptations.

The Mainstreaming Committee designs a program which will benefit the
student according to the student's individual needs.

Who makes up the Mainstreaming Committee?

The following staff members may take part in the coordination of services for the
mainstreamed student:

principal
education evaluator
social worker

psychologist
paraprofessional
other school personnel

9
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How are parents or guardians informed about the Mainstreaming process?

This depends on the type of Mainstreaming.

Academic Mainstreaming

The school has the responsibility of informing the parent or guardian of the
possibility of the student's involvement in Mainstreaming in bilingual or
monolingual English classes.

Bilingual special education students may be mainstreamed into bilingual
general education classes.

The Special Education teacher meets with the parent of guardian to discuss and
explain what is involved in the Mainstreaming process.

The parent or guardian gives consent, if they are in agreement with the
decisions, by signing the I.E.P.

Non - Academic Mainstreaming

In accordance with the regulations of the Board of Education of the City of New
York, it is mandatory that all students be integrated within the following non-academic
activities:

lunch periods
trips
school wide activities

physical education periods
assemblies and auditorium programs
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How much time will my child be Mainstreamed each day?

The time spent in academic Mainstreaming depends on:

the Mainstreaming Committee's recommendations based on the student's
individual needs

the teacher's consultation with the parents to involve them in planning
strategies to make mainstreaming successful

the student's Individualized Educational Program (I.E.P.) based on the student's
individual strengths and needs.

How is it determined a bilingual student is ready to be mainstreamed in an
English-dominant class?

The following is taken into consideration:

teacher observations related to the student's academic strengths and weaknesses
and social progress.

the student's ability to function academically and socially in English as a
second language.

the student's academic abilities, as well as social skills .

the results of the L.A.B. (Language Assessment Battery Tests).



SUMMARY

Mainstreaming is the integration of Special Education and General Education
students in academic, as well as in non-academic areas.

All students can benefit from Mainstreaming.

A school committee designs an academic mainstreaming program suitable to
meet the needs of all the students.

Mainstreaming provides a wide range of educational and socially enriching
experiences.

Parents and guardians must play a significant role in Mainstreaming.

17
- 12 -



4a. W

Informational Booklet on Mainstreaming
for Parents of Bilingual Students

Chinese/English Edition

3



BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

William C. Thompson, Jr.
President

Irene H. Impellizzeri
Vice President

Jerry Cammarata
Carol A. Gresser
Sandra E. Lerner

Luis 0. Reyes
Ninfa Segarra

Members

Alen Gershkovich
Student Advisory Member

Rudolph F. Crew
Chancellor

Copyright 1997
by the Board of Education of the City of New York

It is the policy of the Board of Education of the City School District of the City of New York not to
discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, age, disability, marital status,
sexual orientation, or sex in its educational programs, activities, and employment policies, and to
maintain an environment free of sexual harassment, as required by law. Inquiries regarding compliance
with appropriate laws may be directed to the Director, Office of Equal Opportunity, 110 Livingston
Street, Room 601, Brooklyn, NY 11201, Telephone: (718) 935-3320.

Application for permission to reprint any section of this material should be made to the Chancellor, 110
Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Reprint of any section of this material shall carry the line,
"Reprinted from Informational Booklets on Mainstreaming for Parents of Bilingual Students -
Chinese Edition by permission of the Board of Education of the City of New York."

Persons and institutions may obtain copies of this publication from the Office of Instructional
Publications Bookstore, Room 608, 131 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201. See current catalog for
price. For information, call (718) 935-3990.

Every effort has been made to ascertain proper ownership of copyrighted materials and obtain
permission for their use. Any omission is unintentional and will be corrected in future printings upon
proper notification.

i9



2IK.T-flff 4" AENtAWORisi tzVffl,-*.M(11:151MEIN)-(1M,k*
Meg Judith A. Rizzo 1*.± !/PST ' ittEiTAZAIP{1{-1 Lillian
Hemandez N±II4-Figgn

ffitm-gmv4rink*Jjam:444K Frances SeganN±-gtritffrkifi4filf
T.±-bWEVITAAWIt Wanda Rivera Switalski sc4rfizwnami

f/F

*fil}11:13ZNQUAMIFF

trg/A11(James Bao)-r4± , 24 T.grf-RtmvAl-gt
1,1051EM(Mingling Chang) - wifnEi(Jinni Xu) 4116; gittiMET-4411-,-ffigzo

1)4N(susan Rui)
M(Dong Ye) , -b+HWITEEMPA*11=1/AMM

Emily Martinez Luis Lopez #4Epa

74 -Iiilitittt*ffijtow&, If-1 Nicholas A. Aiello -1.4±0.LA eft JT ° Ali zap

Henry Martinez viggiirazgrtrift2

AK.T-flifnenitttE 4j:

20 BEST COPY AVAILABLE



ftWii MR

1-11Cti: ? MErf

WE n
mm-n "ANATNIA*"

rt9Homi-hysf?

AITfaJfaft "NiAtNtk*" ? MHO

VtlYnkftiffilT-F-rin
IMARftKri43,54trinS-

MiTiatYf ? MAR

"24-`1MMIRINnini

wnattm-ntah

PCIPYRM "APIANIA*" ? M-LN

,INaaniNfligMTh
simmitim-nito

4ZRAKMAM.filt.fgli ? ;IrSAR

441414 "MANISM" MARE MAA

P.tin 11-1--EN



**161),L114-TAIffe.%1846"tagAdRA. Virigt4YARMITAZRTSLEMMIM
"411.ENIA-k" nfag Ati. AP/MT44.1.11faillIthf4la

"MATNIAT-4" PENC831,1E_EilVAIIMAft,51101116-2 3M-Efutia-2.& ,

IMIAM3ing,112X1F-M,fiLVDMVASoivel-fmAY4f111IffiRt-.M6-f-i
EV/4%ft-OMA.13MITIMArinaiA-11P A-Fataff fitifito2fiA J=JR

Wil*MM0

MAENAgaT-OTEM:TA-TIMEAARMa/MMIALPIMA.,o,Ma

22
1



fF Mt "Ax TE # t1Y" ?

"fif9AORIM" 11Pillifflarlfa*S4f4YARMYTT-94t-Afffin,TIE..±.
ILVigtifIniah ° mummr-KorEirmtai.}-

vmwt.Tmnmaswofrid5nn,m11 JmAmmwommolo

"411Agaitft" hi-).-FAVOA

TKO "ViALIAW"

Vz,3-,

Yagnm=sr17-,
.firLi

Aat-f-Iff-

"MAIENAM"
t1-014%$,Mfaiglit*J --ka3M-41,41C1741-FMM

-*[1-111,11

Me-RA'E*
14KATM

MOMMR
WMCAsf**-i-ERRN Al

&itMh

2



IfiANikt-*"ASHCA1-f-If?

fieixEmaff-141311.Eti

glvfftfrixEmws,Avoolft.mximilamook

12AMit 177,1f3,11Mfilrf-MAW'T-2.11511MJAttr<.-fl °

flittMktk*,--03q4tX5fEl4M

da#P11 04-91-4 Xf[14'15- itP2'1-'121KR*filsreaTIT=Ii aVg*



PI ft fit "IA A gi *" *
affeiAgam"

14YARIAtc ATI in,S.,151J-M.Y0W*)/91IGIPTIratinZI

tlY*N4d/Aftigirr9W-t4=i Wlinitt*W.Sehd °

IMR*altOffilisTS-i.EMP_IfthrINT-1-4-11NW

SiAlfaiNfIlw.*Wi.i?91414 , WM:MAR , 5-}T.Mr7GAM.UPV 1=JR3-}

OM* iffiliMinAlEMR*WMin

fthMSWAPIX170/9itagfaRMUJ ?tffitg-i-felfr9 TiZ,JM °

WPM* 91X*Y9ett. ,ItgriMtlItAVA3Z,t1rti , En/awns
*was

itilITTSWAYMI4A-0-10Erklt 1E,L91141-Mig-'1-95-Zarti
°

1tYPS10491P1713/90MNITr1t1rintlY*4-*

ftillticJVAYMMIta ,f±&IIF4*(1/9-MiliTMEri

It1111104YIJW170421-0-MINIMLAffi Aff40-14 JVAPJ/Mig:EVSM
2E1 re9

25



MilikVizafflil-ErninffklaffTAAN

ftMULWPRIMPT-MMERTNIM141WianR.

1 MW4W*YAR-OVERI*M1 AA.

AVO-51ALP*R.

WrIll-fWEJW17nM**3015EAM'fitruhMTVR'WROIEA.M.

5



*Mtk*IE"MAEgiticW'rilpficnfrifiAli-ttl?
1 rt3 1)9nmoi

IffiVt*S-411:AfIgageW-VVAill YiglY1AW'T-4 A-PS-4M110 ' 10-63hilit$M °

MM:
. JuicommnInewm

tkm/gimaniAtimm

SAN ra3 frsiME

EfAllAVA.WMAROUP-fM1143 9MY3Mk*S-itAR 0/OM-WM)] °

RM:

. wism2mmmLe4,omo
- Latrimnitmiff

- ONNYOM

6 27



An f i g gi AN "MN A lE vy. ?

EtiffklfriMUMeganN410,liblfie , *N O1 affifipmcos "IAA
EPRAg" fit'

"MAEN/Agaft" ffffitkZ AkfmktUA "MARgIA" -1AVIINW
IMMAIM4CAMX0

kratintm*RIAA-wpfixwnsimamNommomwommEgwl
11/3-Atm-vrpum.

VOINNZUTAMMEIWARON:
. *0-4$1

. M-ONMR

. 11*RAft%*

. 454tIMM'M*00d-OMMA-RWRPW3M

7

CD



*AMA OE E ft fp 111 ?

/f.(th4M24.VILVI *Kvm.-xxnfivgiraimon

*FAEMAIIMM&ONOTAM:

mTwAtnaT-.401/AvAt&o

ffim,wmwmanalt*.

W4-.95ZMMENWIAT..

yq-Tkal-momm*vmmo

014-T-MVWfA.

AMITT-k-CMMAM101gft$.

9.-TAIEli'rhNIATMOOMR.

29



"Itii A E ft9 NA rim E

PfiliAt14%1AgS-,t.iMPIA*A01?

PRIAWIANNMW1,1t*INAtAWMAMfuTX,RinM.

IANA*KAMNANtnitMit&MtkZOKIBMIln2R.

nnftgromwtmastImowRvAm:flomaffu"MAIEN
RAWAW

096 J` ?

TAROArAMNAN-0,4TOAM,nMANIAMMIEM:

. RK

. RA1P4R
,0W*
. RNM
. WSOEtitAA

9 30

. 0%1A*RN

- W454MWRO



..44*-A4M.NA-rffyy "MAERIM" nAR?

IfRiAT "MAENIAft" 013f132°

Si&,haflaffinVKAMA "1433AENIA"
°

Itifit4MAAV-1911-A4AVEIIARATI °

t4RIAMAN-e-C*KAK:=SA ill-M01011,,AENIM8f.RITIMEIRMS
o

Pril*KAMAAPJ,,-affifpniA vatrY3 "INAISz*V"

1 111 ilitich.1 ANNt PHIV,AVRObrIFYIN94M,OtAM.11:

etwom
-rvai

- 12KtX
MarRist-E-V-0

10



IESMNIMIN "lifiAN13( .ff" ririsifeArA(iAT-

vowt.nioy.liimv 1430.ENRAVN*" frffiresfiAz-

%Tft-lItitiftVENIScff ,1309q*KWAA

MITN-.11t1Afi`Jraafri'Mz PfiNtn "IPIAlitV" °

ACIi5M---11JVILIMIEA§A1 il1 ft ilitUMA*3801 ?

EV)flitt4SYJNA-11

ROV,54-11MTSI-Mran §iMfaiR3Z-PMnit3.-0PiffnEM °

A.,14,-Mfriffii3fireafffifin

Wt.n,S4-EN)Jfiiia3M)-3 °

ggrAtiumx LAB tiggifiWy ,Udt&friffif)friN) °

32



"MA TEAlkil" li'AitligflitilfAINA ' ItitVAAfff LI riAlAtVIAT.011PAA -

PirAV-INVE. "MAJEAUAtf" Li--1414,71 .

'4-40-V-04.ffrativ-y_xfortirAinmAiumnisfooy , 0,4114Xfirr-friT111/0711V °

"MA1EAUAW" a1il.:710-1;SI'AfffUnii:ZOP

`AMTLIE:rit AVW_E "MA1E-A-UAW" LI-41.3-kfli)1.1 0

33

12



tEi

U.S. Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI)

National Library of Education (NLE)
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)

NOTICE

REPRODUCTION BASIS

ERIC

This document is covered by a signed "Reproduction Release
(Blanket) form (on file within the ERIC system), encompassing all
or classes of documents from its source organization and, therefore,
does not require a "Specific Document" Release form.

This document is Federally-funded, or carries its own permission to
reproduce, or is otherwise in the public domain and, therefore, may
be reproduced by ERIC without a signed Reproduction Release form
(either "Specific Document" or "Blanket").

EFF-089 (9/97)


