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ABSTRACT _

This study examined aspects of adolescent identity formation
and the socio-cultural context that shapes the self. A sample of 950
eighth-grade students (males and females of both African-American and
European American descent) were asked to identify 2 hero figures (one that
they know personally and one that they do not know but is famous) and list
the traits they admire in those figures. Subjects were also questioned about
self-esteem, ethnic identification, and racial importance. Among the results:
(1) European American females had the lowest self-esteem and the majority
chose male famous heroes; (2) African Americans chose a family member as a
known hero more often than expected, while European Americans chose a teacher
more often than expected; and (3) one quarter of the sample, particularly
girls, had difficulty and therefore chose no famous hero. The admired traits
of the two heroes/heroines chosen reveal gender and racial differences.
(Contains six tables.) (MT)
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Table 6 cont.
Famous hero
Gend iffere
Physical characteristics [x2(1, N = 679) = 24.58, p < .001].
Boys Girls
Observed 27 67

(Expected) (49.3) (44.7)

Interpersonal/social characteristics [x*(1, N = 679) = 10.37, p < .001)}.

Boys Girls
Observed 20 41
(Expected) (32.0) (29.0)
Activities x%(1, N = 679) = 19.30, p < .001].
Boys Girls
Observed 257 181

(Expected) (229.6) (208.4)

Racial differences;

Physical characteristics [x2(1, N = 687) = 5.77, p < .05]).
Black White :
Observed 55 39

(Expected) (65.0) (29.0)
Interpersonal/social characteristics [x*(1, N = 687) = 4.34, p < .05].
Black White

Observed 35 26
(Expected) (42.2) (18.8)
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