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About the NCTE
Bibliography Series

The National Council of Teachers of English is proud to be part of a tra-
dition that we want to share with you. In our bibliography series are
four different booklists, each focused on a particular audience, each up-
dated regularly. These are Adventuring with Books (pre-K through grade
6), Kaleidoscope (multicultural literature, grades K through 8), Your Read-
ing (middle school/junior high), and Books for You (senior high). To-
gether, these volumes list thousands of recent children’s and young
adult trade books. Although the works included cover a wide range of
topics, they all have one thing in common: They are good books that stu-
dents and teachers alike enjoy.

How are these volumes put together? The process begins when an
educator who knows literature and its importance in the lives of stu-
dents and teachers is chosen by the NCTE Executive Committee to serve
as booklist editor. That editor works with teachers and librarians who
review, select, and annotate hundreds of new trade books sent to them
by publishers. It is a complicated process, one that can last three or four
years. But because of their dedication and strong belief in the need to let
others know about the good literature that is available, these profession-
als volunteer their time in a way that is commendable and serves as an
inspiration to all of us. The members of the committee that compiled
this volume are listed in the front of the book, and we are truly grateful
for their hard work.

As educators know, no single book is right for every reader or
every purpose, so inclusion in this booklist is not necessarily an en-
dorsement from NCTE. But it does indicate that the professionals who
make up the booklist committee feel that the work in question is worthy
of teachers’ and students’ attention, whether for its informative or aes-
thetic qualities. Similarly, exclusion from an NCTE booklist is not neces-
sarily a judgment on the quality of a given book or publisher. Many
factors—space, time, availability of certain books, publisher participa-
tion—may influence the final shape of the list.
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About the NCTE Bibliography Series

We hope that you will find this booklist a useful resource in dis-
covering new titles and authors, and we hope that you will want to col-
lect other booklists in the series. Our mission is to help improve the
teaching and learning of English and the language arts, and we hope
you will agree that the quality of our booklists contributes substantially
toward that goal.

Michael Greer
Director of Acquisitions and
Development in Publications
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Foreword: From Reader
to Writer

I really don’t remember learning to read. I remember always being able
to do it. What I do remember, as if it were yesterday, is my mother intro-
ducing me to the library. She had a mysterious, excited look about her,
the same kind of look she got before we would begin a long journey.

“Imagine, a building full of books—free books to borrow and
bring back and take out to read again!” my mother said.

Imagine! I remember my first day at the library; the shelves and
shelves and shelves of books. I remember signing out a stack of eight
books that first day. I read the first book, The Story of Ferdinand, as my
mother and I walked home, her hand on my shoulder, guiding me
across streets, around dogs sleeping on the sidewalk, up the stairs to my
house where my mother discovered that I had read all eight books!
From that day on, I was allowed to take out as many books as I wished,
a reward for being a great reader. From that day on I not only loved
books, I loved librarians who would suggest books to me. I decided that
I would be a librarian when I grew up, and for years afterward I made
my parents check out their own books at home!

My father loved books, and he and I acted out the plots of our fa-
vorites. I remember acting out Peter Rabbit with him again and again,
changing or adding to the plot as we went along. I believe that this is
how books became real to me, sometimes more real than my daily life.

“Books have all the answers you need,” said my father once.
“Don’t forget that.”

It is no surprise to me that in my novel Baby, Ms. Minifred, a
teacher and lover of books, says much the same thing when she tells her
class “all you need to see and hear is in poetry.” I think that all the char-
acters in my books who love stories are modeled after my mother and
father, and then much later after my husband—another great reader—
and my children.

When I was in the fourth grade we moved to the country. I was
very excited to see that the library (I called it “my” library) was across
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Foreword: From Reader to Writer

the road and down the hill from my house. My library building was a
small formal building with a little dome on the top. There was no other
building in town like it. Inside there were seven rows of children’s
books. I read all those books, some of them twenty times.

I still have favorite books that I read again and again. And when
my writing is not going well, when I see no way to go in a book, I some-
times take a book I admire down from my shelves and begin reading.

“Now that’s the way words go together!” I say to myself. “That’s
the way a character comes alive or surprises the reader.”

I close the book, put it back on the shelf for next time, and go back
to my writing. It always goes better, reassuring me that a good book is a
good model. Just as we need heroes in our lives, we need great books,
too.

It is no surprise to those who know me well that all of my books
come from a personal connection. Quite simply, I cannot write about
anything that doesn’t concern me, interest me, trouble me. Often my
books have a lot to do with what is happening to me in real life. Looking
back, it is obvious to me that I wrote Journey, a book about a mother
leaving a family, at a time when my own mother was leaving me be-
cause of Alzheimer’s disease. Baby, a story about a baby left with a fam-
ily who doesn’t even know how much this baby will heal them, was
written at a time when all of my children had left to go off to college or
work, my oldest as far as Africa. It was my great desire then to have a
baby left at my house to help fulfill that need in me to care for some-
thing other than myself. It did not happen, of course, but as a writer I
could create the experience.

The older I get the more I write about place, my own personal
landscape. I am connected to my landscape now, my mountain home
with its herd of wild turkeys, deer, bobcats, and bear that come up on
my deck and look in my window. But mostly I am connected to the
place I knew as a child. My memories of childhood include the fields
where I played, the stone walls we walked on, the prairie with its
grasses that rippled in the wind. I carry a little bag of prairie dirt with
me everywhere I go to remind me of where I was a child. That bag of
prairie dirt has its own life, finding its way into the screenplay of Sky-
lark, and into my picturebook What You Know First. Place or the setting of
a story has, for me, always been the first character in any book I write.

Most of all, however, we the writers are always in our own stories
whether we realize it or not. Long after a book is published I begin to
understand where my story life and my personal life merge; I begin to
understand exactly where a story begins. This is one of the true sur-
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Foreword: From Reader to Writer

prises, I suppose, of my work. I do not always control the story. The
story leads me, and I have to be brave enough to follow. Most often I am,
though if you were to peek in my writing room you would see me
grumbling and grousing all the way.

This leads me to the one true thing I can say about writing; some-
times I love writing, sometimes I hate it. Rarely do I feel hohum about it.
Never neutral. But however difficult it may be, there is an indescribable
excitement when it works. Out of twenty-six letters of the alphabet—
just twenty-six!—comes a story that is being written down for the first
time. It may be read for the first time by someone out there, maybe
someone being walked home from the library. Someone led home by a
mother’s hand on the arm, across streets, around sleeping dogs on the
sidewalk, past buildings, up the stairs; read by someone who may one
day be a writer, too.

Patricia MacLachlan

Patricia MacLachlan is the author of more than fifteen critically acclaimed books
for young readers, among them the 1986 Newbery Medal winner, Sarah, Plain
and Tall, and its continuation, Skylark. Skylark and three other titles by
MacLachlan—What You Know First, All the Places to Love, and Baby—uare
featured in this edition of Adventuring with Books.




Introduction

The Process

Imagine the pleasure of receiving boxes and boxes of brand-new books,
week after week, for more than three years. Now imagine the challenge
of organizing and evaluating this abundance of riches. We began the
process by categorizing each book as fiction, nonfiction, or poetry, and
entering its bibliographic information into a database. The books were
read and annotated by the committee, the annotations were entered into
the database, and the database files were used to generate the four in-
dexes and the manuscript. In addition to the pleasure of discovering ex-
citing new literature, we treated ourselves to an evening program, “The
Best of the Best,” during which the annotators introduced some of their
favorite books.

Although we relied on the generosity of the publishers for the ma-
jority of the books, we also included other titles that we felt should be
represented in this collection in order to offer an array of titles by au-
thors and illustrators from the United States, Canada, Great Britain, Eu-
rope, Australia, and New Zealand.

Contents and Organization of the Book

Our literary choices were guided by the interests of children in kinder-
garten to grade 6, ages 5 to 12. We also organized the contents by begin-
ning with a focus on the youngest readers. Books for Young Children,
Poetry, and Traditional Literature start the collection, followed by Fan-
tasy, Contemporary Realistic Fiction, and Historical Fiction serving as a
transition to the nonfiction or information chapters, Biography, Social
Studies, and Science: Pure and Applied. Fine Arts, Crafts and Hobbies,
and Celebrations: Fiction and Nonfiction complete the collection.

In the Table of Contents, each of the twelve chapters has a number
of subheadings to help locate specific types of literature or topics more
easily. For example, the annotation for Courtni Wright’s Journey to Free-
dom: A Story of the Underground Railroad is in Chapter 6, Historical Fic-
tion, under Nineteenth Century, United States. However, recognizing
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that the complexity of fine literature mitigates against assigning a book
to a single category, we organized the Subject Index so that the many
facets of a book are represented. Thus, Wright's Journey to Freedom can
also be found in the Subject Index under African Americans, African
American history, Harriet Tubman, slavery, and Underground Railroad.

Although a deliberate attempt was made to represent as many
authors, poets, and illustrators as possible, the breadth of the work of
specific individuals had to be acknowledged. For example, Stephen
Biesty is featured for his fascinating compilations of detailed informa-
tion, Jim Brandenburg for his amazing photography, Jean Craighead
George for her carefully researched fiction and nonfiction, Lee Bennett
Hopkins for his sensitivity as a selector of poems, Eric Kimmel for his
skill as a reteller of folk and fairy tales, Myra Cohn Livingston for her
wealth of poetry, Lynn Munsinger for the mischievous fun of her illus-
trations, Laurence Yep for his insight into the past and present lives of
Chinese Americans, and Jane Yolen for the richness and diversity of her
writing.

The Nineties: A Few Observations

Publishers continue to challenge the traditional form of the book with
their production of CD-ROMs, audiotapes, books with sound and music,
interactive books with pull-tabs and movable pieces, wheels, flap pages,
fold-outs, pop-ups, overlays, and holograms. Fortunately, in the midst of
these innovations, the integrity of the story usually remains intact. Other
changes in form and content are also apparent, particularly in paperback
publishing, with a shift from sweet and comic stories to tales of horror
and the supernatural. Since the last edition of Adventuring with Books,
writers of horror such as Christopher Pike and R. L. Stine, whose Goose-
bumps series is produced for and avidly read by primary children, have
emerged. Spinoffs from movies and television shows such as Batman,
Star Wars, and The X-Files are also becoming more prevalent and new
books in familiar series, including Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys, ap-
pear monthly. However, coinciding with what some may see as alarming
changes is a gratifying emphasis on the arts, poetry, folk and fairy tales,
and captivating nonfiction. Environmental concerns and endangered
species, presented in increasingly sophisticated books, continue to be
recognized as important topics to young people. And books featuring the
ever-popular dinosaurs and bears, penguins and pigs, whales and
sharks, and of course cats and dogs, are being produced in astonishing
numbers.

18
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The Annotations and the Subject Index

Clearly the annotations are the heart of the book. Of the more than
10,000 books we received over three years, 1,200 were chosen. Each of
the books presented in this collection exemplifies the high-quality litera-
ture being published for young people today.

Because of the growing recognition of the contribution literature
can make to all of the subject areas of the elementary school curriculum,
suggestions detailing a book’s specific strength are often provided, such
as its potential for reading aloud, readers’ theater, drama, or science,
art, or timeline projects. The medium used by an illustrator is also de-
scribed and listed in the Subject Index under entries such as collage, oil
paintings, scratchboard art, watercolors, and woodcuts. A specific format or
type of text can be located through entries in the Subject Index, such as
atlases, dictionaries, story collections, diaries, audiotapes, CD-ROMs, cumula-
tive text, rhyming text, Spanish text, riddles, and tricksters. The Table of
Contents and Subject Index can help a teacher or librarian expand a
child’s enthusiasm for a topic by identifying related fiction, nonfiction,
and poetry.

Cultural Diversity

A glance at the Subject Index will quickly reveal the many cultures and
their histories, folklore, and contemporary lives that are represented in
this collection. In addition to the exciting diversity of the many cultural
and ethnic groups living in North America, peoples of Australia, the
Caribbean, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Mon-
golia, Norway, Russia, Sudan, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe are all found in
this edition.

An Invitation

All of us who have devoted countless hours to the preparation of the
1997 edition of Adventuring with Books hope you will find this collection
stimulating and rewarding. We are confident that the annotations will
entice you to find the books described, both for your own reading plea-
sure and for that of the young people with whom you work. We invite
you to mine this treasury of fine literature for children. Enjoy!

J
SL.
0w



1 Books for Young Children

Alphabet Books

1.3  Alys-Browne, Philippa. African Animals ABC. Illustrated by
Philippa Alys-Browne. Sierra, 1995. ISBN 0-87156-372-X. 32p.

Twenty-six paintings of African animals use bold tribal patterns
to portray insects and mammals such as the little-known xoona
moth and the African elephant. Two-word sentences such as
” Anteater naps,” “Bushbaby blinks,” and “Crocodile snaps” ac-
company each painting. Bright colors, patterns, and textures are
visually stimulating. A detailed glossary provides interesting
facts about each of the animals and denotes those that are en-
dangered, vulnerable, or specially protected. This is a very use-
ful book for language instruction, research projects, and art
projects.

1.1 Bernhard, Durga. Alphabeasts: A Hide & Seek Alphabet Book.
Illustrated by Durga Bernhard. Holiday House, 1993. ISBN 0-
8234-0993-7.32p. 5-7.

This beautifully illustrated alphabet book will delight preschool
readers. An animal is named for each letter of the alphabet and
the reader must find the animal camouflaged in its natural sur-
roundings. The warm, vibrant colors of the bold artwork are
inviting. Two large pages at the end hide all twenty-six animals
and letters for the reader to find. This is a worthwhile addition to
alphabet collections.

1.2 Brown, Margaret Wise. Sleepy ABC. Illustrated by Esphyr Slo-
bodkina. HarperCollins, 1994. ISBN 0-06-024284-1. 16p. 5-6.

The rich, rhythmic language patterns, together with the patch-
work-quilt motif art, give this alphabet book its special appeal
for young children. Parents will appreciate the soothing
rhymes that are just right for bedtime and teachers will want to
choose this book for transition to quiet times in their class-
rooms. Reissue.




Books for Young Children

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

Grover, Max. The Accidental Zucchini: An Unexpected Alpha-
bet. Illustrated by Max Grover. Harcourt Brace, 1993. ISBN 0-15-
276716-9. 34p. 5-7.

“Apple autos,” “bathtub boats,” and “cupcake canyon” are just
some of the whimsical word combinations in this brightly illus-
trated alphabet book that is bound to stimulate the imagination
of young readers and give teachers plenty of opportunity to en-
rich the vocabulary of elementary students. Children will delight
in creating their own alliterative alphabet patterns and pictures.

Johnson, Stephen T. Alphabet City. Illustrated by Stephen T.
Johnson. Viking, 1995. ISBN 0-670-85631-2. 32p. 5-8.

Just when you thought you have seen every possible variation of
the basic alphabet book, Stephen T. Johnson shows how innova-
tive children’s illustrators can be. This Caldecott Honor Book pre-
sents commonplace urban images that suddenly become letters.
The illustrations use a variety of techniques: pastels, watercolors,
gouache, and even charcoal on hot pressed watercolor paper.
There is an E in a traffic light, a G in a lamppost, and a Z in a fire
escape. The result is a brilliant alphabet book that guarantees that
you will never see a traffic light in quite the same way again.

Kaye, Buddy, Fred Wise, and Sidney Lippman. A You're
Adorable. Illustrated by Martha Alexander. Candlewick, 1994.
ISBN 1-56402-237-4. 25p. 5-6.

This rendition of a popular 1940s song is a unique alphabet book
of words and phrases that express feelings of love and delight to-
ward another person (in this instance, a child). The delicate illus-
trations show young children, babies, and assorted pets
climbing over and under and through the letters A to Z. Com-
plete with sheet music, this book may be used for language,
music, and social studies programs.

Kunin, Claudia. My Hanukkah Alphabet. Photographs by
Claudia Kunin. Golden, 1993. ISBN 0-307-13719-8. unpaged. 5-6.

This preschool alphabet book contains many realistic photo-
graphs of objects and traditions that relate to the Hanukkah holi-
day. Uppercase and lowercase letters of the English alphabet
appear on the page with an accompanying sample word for that
letter, a brief statement of text, and the photograph. Mothers, fa-
thers, children, grandparents, and holiday objects such as drei-
dls, stars of David, latkes, and menorahs abound. Those who are
familiar with the many alphabet books in print may be amused
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that even in this subject-specific book, z is for zebra, x is for xylo-
phone, and u is for umbrella. Kunin has also written a counting
book, My Hanukkah Book of Numbers.

Lobel, Anita. Pierrot’s ABC Garden. Illustrated by Anita Lobel.
Artists and Writers Guild, 1993. ISBN 0-307-17551-0. 24p. 5-7.

Pierrot the clown gathers gifts from his garden to take to Pierrette.
The fruits and vegetables are huge and their names are arranged
in alphabetical order, starting with asparagus, beets, and celery
and ending with the basket being carried by a zebra. This zany,
appealing book could be used to reinforce alphabet skills and to
initiate a discussion about nutritious fruits and vegetables.

Mahurin, Tim. Jeremy Kooloo. Illustrated by Tim Mahurin. Dut-
ton, 1995. ISBN 0-525-45203-6. 32p. 5-6.

Abig white cat named Jeremy Kooloo is the subject of this origi-
nal ABC story. “A Big Cat Drank . . .” begins Jeremy’s attempt to
drink all four glasses of milk he spots high on the table. Large,
colorful, and expressive illustrations provide readers with the
opportunity to fill the narrative gaps between pages. High-
lighted in blue, the letters of the alphabet are emphasized as Je-
remy’s adventure progresses from A through Z. Readers of all
ages will enjoy Tim Mahurin's playful cat.

Marshall, Janet. Look Once, Look Twice. Illustrated by Janet
Marshall. Ticknor & Fields, 1995. ISBN 0-395-71644-6. 56p. 5-7.

Patterns and alphabet letters are combined in this intriguing al-
phabet book to create a unique guessing game. The reader must
look carefully at the patterns on the letters to determine what ob-
ject in nature is represented. For example, the letter d is covered
with black and white blotches. On the next page is a dalmatian.
The letter h is covered with hexagons; the picture following is a
honeycomb.

Maurer, Donna. Annie, Bea, and Chi Chi Dolores: A School
Day Alphabet. Illustrated by Denys Cazet. Orchard, 1993. ISBN
0-531-05467-5. 32p. 5-6.

In this humorous alphabet book, the illustrations are cartoonlike
portrayals of various animals at school. Unconventional words
such as icky under the letter I help to bring the text closer to chil-
dren’s language and experience. This book is particularly useful
for exploring school, preschool, or daycare life with children be-
fore and during attendance.
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Metaxas, Eric. The Birthday ABC. Illustrated by Tim Raglin.
Simon & Schuster, 1995. ISBN 0-671-88306-2. 26p. 5-8.

Animals from Alligator to Zebra come together for a birthday
party, addressing the young reader with short, poetic rhymes to
celebrate his or her birthday. Read aloud, the humorous verses
let children appreciate language and sound patterns and learn
about animals as they move through the alphabet.

Mullins, Patricia. V for Vanishing: An Alphabet of Endangered
Animals. Illustrated by Patricia Mullins. HarperCollins, 1994.
ISBN 0-06-023556-X. 32p. 5-7.

This alphabet book about endangered animals from all over the
world captivates young readers with its message about the
threat of extinction. The elaborate collage art sets the animals in
their natural habitats and enhances the author’s message with
stunning images. This content-related book helps children think
about the importance of conservation while letting them enjoy
the beauty of the world’s rare creatures.

Onyefuluy, Ifeoma. A Is for Africa. Illustrated by Ifeoma Onye-
fulu. Dutton, 1993. ISBN 0-525-65147-0. 26p. 5-8.

The author/photographer based this stunning alphabet book on
her favorite images of her homeland, Nigeria. Each letter intro-
duces a key word, which is used in a description of some aspect
of Nigerian life. The photographs are rich with warm, vibrant
colors and add many details that elaborate on the text. This book
is excellent for early reading activities and for older students in-
terested in Nigerian culture.

Tapahonso, Luci, and Eleanor Schick. Navajo ABC: A Dené Al-
phabet Book. Illustrated by Eleanor Schick. Simon & Schuster,
1995. ISBN 0-689-80316-8. 32p. 5-8.

Color pencil drawings of objects and ideas from Navajo daily
life, such as arroyo, fried bread, keyah, and turquoise, are fea-
tured in this unique alphabet book. Some of the alphabet words
are in English and some in Dené. A glossary is provided to help
readers translate the words from Dené into English and vice
versa.

Whatley, Bruce, and Rosie Smith. Whatley’s Quest: An Alpha-
bet Adventure. Illustrated by Bruce Whatley. HarperCollins,
1995. ISBN 0-06-026291-5. 52p. 5-7.
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This elaborately illustrated alphabet book lets readers of all ages
delight in finding words, objects, animals, and people; each page
is devoted to a letter of the alphabet. The young child is taken on
a treasure hunt that gets better as the imagination takes flight in
creating new words, sentences, and stories. As the author’s notes
point out, teachers can take advantage of this open-ended word
play to stimulate students’ oral language and creative writing
skills. Children will enjoy the humor of the complex and crafty
pictures that let them search for hidden treasures in the words
and illustrations.

Color Books
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Baker, Alan. White Rabbit’s Color Book. Illustrated by Alan
Baker. Kingfisher, 1994. ISBN 1-85697-953-9. 24p. 5-6.

Part of the Little Rabbit Books series, this beautifully illustrated
picture book introduces young children to the concepts of pri-
mary colors and their combinations. Through simple motivating
sentences, the author relates the adventures of a white rabbit who
discovers the fun of playing with colors and the effects of mixing
them and becoming immersed in them. With outstanding water-
color art, this book is an excellent example of literature integrated
into the content areas of science. A good read-aloud.

Charles, N. N. What Am I? Looking through Shapes at Apples
and Grapes. Illustrated by Leo Dillon and Diane Dillon. Scholas-
tic, 1994. ISBN 0-590-47891-5. 40p. 5-6.

Standard colors and shapes are brightly displayed in this attrac-
tive concept book. In the form of a simple question and answer
game, each question spread shows different shades of a color on
one page and a cutout and rhyme on the next; a beautiful spread
follows with the answer. The closing rhyme, “make the world a
better place, a rainbow of the human race,” is accompanied by a
painting of the hands of children of different races.

Counting Books

1.19

Baker, Alan. Gray Rabbit’s 1, 2, 3. Illustrated by Alan Baker.
Kingfisher, 1994. ISBN 1-85697-952-0. 24p. 5-6.

Another one in the series of Alan Baker’s Little Rabbit Books,
this counting book lets young readers accompany the gray rabbit
on a discovery of numbers from one to ten. The author’s beauti-
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ful illustrations of whimsical clay art animals, along with the
alliterative rhyme of the simple yet rich language, provide teach-
ers of young primary-level children with an excellent opportu-
nity to teach language and early number concepts at the same
time. A good read-aloud.

Baker, Barbara. One Saturday Morning. Illustrated by Kate
Duke. Dutton, 1994. ISBN 0-525-45262-1. 48p. 7-10.

This visual feast of a picture book uses the popular counting
rhyme of “1, 2, buckle my shoe” as the pattern for Big Fat Hen and
her friends to count from one to ten. The acrylic paint illustrations
are bright, and the print is bold and easy to read. Children will de-
light in counting and chanting along as well as discovering the
richness of numbers and objects in the barnyard scenes.

Cherrill, Paul. Ten Tiny Turtles: A Crazy Counting Book. Illus-
trated by Paul Cherrill. Ticknor & Fields, 1995. ISBN 0-395-
71250-5. 32p. 5-6.

Colorful cartoons showing all kinds of animals, from a water-
squirting dog to ten tiny turtles in T-shirts, illustrate the num-
bers one to ten. The slimy worms wearing sunglasses, the
spotted fishes playing hockey, and the chickens drinking pop
will captivate the interest of beginning readers and counters.
They will want to read this book again and again.

Dale, Penny. Ten out of Bed. Illustrated by Penny Dale. Can-
dlewick, 1993. ISBN 1-56402-322-2. 28p. 5-7.

In this richly illustrated counting book based on the traditional
rhyme “Ten out of bed,” one little boy and nine toys take young
readers through a fun-filled countdown to bedtime in different
fantasy and realistic play settings. They get to play at the beach
and in the air, go camping, and hop on a train; they act, dance,
and pretend they are pirates, ghosts, and monsters—until every-
body happily falls asleep.

Falwell, Cathryn. Feast for 10. Illustrated by Cathryn Falwell.
Clarion, 1993. ISBN 0-395-62037-6. 32p. 5-7.

In this action-filled counting book, children can count along as a
family goes grocery shopping and cooks a feast. Cathryn Fal-
well, creator of the popular Nicky books, uses color, line, and
collage to make vibrant and engaging pictures.

Halpern, Shari. Moving from One to Ten. Illustrated by Shari
Halpern. Macmillan, 1993. ISBN 0-02-741981-9. 32p. 5-6.
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Moving can be both exciting and stressful for young children.
Using paint and cut-paper collages, Shari Halpern tells a simple
story that expresses what it can be like to move. David embarks
on one long car ride with two angry cats, three worried sisters,
and four handy tools. Once at their new house, everyone feels
better and celebrates.

Harshman, Marc. Only One. Illustrated by Barbara Garrison.
Dutton, 1993. ISBN 0-525-65116-0. 32p. 5-7.

This delightful counting book is set at the county fair. A set of ob-
jects is counted, and these objects are shown as part of one whole
object: “There may be 500 seeds, but there is only one pumpkin.”
Collage and graphic techniques are combined for a unique effect
called collagraph that is reminiscent of old etchings. Young read-
ers will quickly learn the predictable pattern of the book and be
able to read it on their own. They may also be inspired to write
their own examples.

Hunt, Jonathan, and Lisa Hunt. One Is a Mouse. [llustrated by
Jonathan Hunt and Lisa Hunt. Macmillan, 1995. ISBN 0-02-
745781-8. 24p. 5-6.

Ten animals create a precarious pyramid that eventually col-
lapses. As each creature piles on top of the others, number con-
cepts are introduced and then reinforced. One is a mouse that
carries a rose, two is a bear, three is a cat, four is a dog, five is a
toucan, and so on up to ten, a ladybug. As the animals build the
pyramid, each page invites counting and re-counting. It also pro-
vides opportunities for predictions . . . and laughter!

Jackson, Woody. Counting Cows. Illustrated by Woody Jackson.
Harcourt Brace, 1995. ISBN 0-15-220165-3. 30p. 5-6.

Cows are a familiar farm animal to many children, and holsteins
in particular are well-loved. Counting cows while in a car can be
a favorite pastime, so a book that counts cows seems most fit-
ting. Brilliant blues, greens, reds, blacks, and whites create dis-
tinctive images. The gouache pictures are simple but striking.
The countdown begins with ten cows and by the time there are
zero cows, such words as heifers, bovines, cattle, holsteins, and
bossies have been introduced. This book is suitable for develop-
ing math concepts and vocabulary.

Loomis, Christine. One Cow Coughs: A Counting Book for the
Sick and Miserable. Illustrated by Pat Dypold. Ticknor & Fields,
1994. ISBN 0-395-67899-4. 32p. 5-7.
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Counting from one to ten and back again, this hilarious picture
book uses rich rhyming language and the bright colors of cut-
paper collage to delight young children. Farm animals go from
feeling miserable in some way to being on the mend. This de-
lightful book lets teachers and young elementary students play-
fully work with the concepts of minor illnesses and injuries as
well as language concepts and forms. A good read-aloud.

McKellar, Shona, selector. Counting Rhymes. Dorling Kinders-
ley, 1993. ISBN 1-56458-309-0. 29p. 5-8.

This is a good resource for children who are learning to count. The
book combines rhymes and songs, along with clear photographs
displaying the corresponding number of objects and in some cases
the Arabic numerals as well. Classic rhymes such as “One, two,
buckle my shoe” are included, as well as less familiar verse, total-
ing twenty-five thymes, riddles, and songs. The large size and for-
mat of the book are helpful for classroom and library activities.

‘Merriam, Eve. Twelve Ways to Get to Eleven. Illustrated by

Bernie Karlin. Simon & Schuster, 1993. ISBN 0-671-75544-7. 34p.
5-7.

In a colorful and engaging format, this book presents twelve
combinations of numbers that add up to eleven. For example,
you can pick up nine pinecones and two acorns from the forest
floor or count a sow and her ten piglets. This imaginative book
provides fun for early counting and addition activities.

Micklethwait, Lucy, compiler. I Spy Two Eyes. Greenwillow,
1993. ISBN 0-688-12640-5. 48p. 5-8.

This variation on the “I spy” game is a counting book in which the
reader examines twenty well-known paintings to find the num-
ber of objects named. “1I spy four fish” in Matisse’s Goldfish and "1
spy seventeen birds” in Picasso’s The New Year are examples of
how the counting is linked to looking at art. Readers must look
carefully at the painting, moving their eyes all over the surface,
which encourages a closer exploration. The author makes these
paintings accessible and helps children build stores of images in
their minds. This book is a pleasure on its own and could be use-
ful for art appreciation and simple counting activities. It also com-
plements Micklethwait’s first book, I Spy: An Alphabet in Art.

Olyff, Clotilde. 123. Illustrated by Clotilde Olyff. Ticknor &
Fields, 1994. ISBN 0-395-70736-6. 22p. 6-9.
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This pop-up book features the digits one to ten with a difference.
Each spread offers a graphically styled number that is individu-
ally conceived, with ten typeface renditions of the number lined
up vertically along the left. The book concludes with a list of
typeface names, including “Moonbase Alpha” and “Variex
Bold.” Such artistic, graphic features make this book more suit-
able for older primary students because no pictorial sets appear
by the numbers.

Pace, David. Shouting Sharon: A Riotous Counting Rhyme. Il-
lustrated by David Pace. Artists and Writers Guild, 1995. ISBN 0-
307-17518-9. 32p. 5-6.

Mischievous Sharon causes all kinds of unexpected events to
happen when she shouts at the top of her lungs and fills the
pages of this hilarious counting book with more and more peo-
ple, creatures, and objects. Young readers get to predict her ex-
clamations and will enjoy the alliterations in the language as the
story climbs toward a surprising end with the number ten. The
bright watercolor illustrations reinforce the whimsical and dra-
matic effect of Sharon’s counting capers. A fun-filled book to
read aloud.

Rocklin, Joanne. Musical Chairs and Dancing Bears. Illustrated
by Laure de Matharel. Holt, 1993. ISBN 0-8050-2374-7. 32p. 5-7.

Abirthday party is the premise for this counting book. Ten danc-
ing bears count backward as they are eliminated from a game of
musical chairs. The bright illustrations and distinct rhythms of
the polka will engage young listeners and readers.

Schaefer, Jackie Jasina (translated by Alberto Blanco). Miranda’s
Day to Dance/El dia de Miranda para bailar. Illustrated by
Jackie Schaefer. Four Winds, 1994. ISBN 0-02-781111-5 (English);
0-02-781112-3 (Spanish). 32p. 5-7.

In this counting book with a strong South American flavor, the
text is complemented well by color illustrations that swirl with
animals, birds, and fruits from the jungle. A postscript gives
a brief illustrated description of all the animals introduced in
the body of the text. Miranda is named for the famous dancer
Carmen Miranda. Editions are available in both English and
Spanish.

Sturges, Philemon. Ten Flashing Fireflies. Illustrated by Anna
Vojtech. North-South, 1995. ISBN 1-55858-421-8. 32p. 5-7.
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While catching fireflies, two young children delight in counting
from ten to one and back again as they put the luminous crea-
tures into a jar one by one and then release them. The rhyming
pattern and repetitive, thythmic chant of the language make this
picture book a good read-aloud to young children. Children will
enjoy the bright colors of the fireflies against the dark, mysteri-
ous scenery of the night.

Tryon, Leslie. One Gaping Wide-Mouthed Hopping Frog. Illus-
trated by Leslie Tryon. Atheneum, 1993. ISBN 0-689-31785-9.
32p. 5-6.

Engaging visuals make this an entertaining cumulative countin
rhyme for young children. Two birthday cakes for a very old dog
and three monkeys dancing the clog captivate the imagination.
Watercolor and color pencil drawings illustrate individual num-
bers, but the cumulative drawings showing one to five and fi-
nally one to ten invite readers to take a second look. Whether
alone or in a group, with a parent or a friend, children can count,
read, and reread this rhyme.

Wise, William. Ten Sly Piranhas: A Counting Story in Reverse
(A Tale of Wickedness—and Worse!) Illustrated by Victoria
Chess. Dial, 1993. ISBN 0-8037-1201-4. 32p. 5-7.

The subtitle explains the contents of this book succinctly. Ten pi-
ranhas gradually diminish in number. The story is told in verse
as well as reverse. This counting book is a delightfully wicked
but realistic look at piranhas for very young children. The illus-
trations of South American jungles and rivers are ablaze with
color and animal life, and the piranhas take on a certain individ-
uality.

Wormell, Christopher. A Number of Animals. Illustrated by
Christopher Wormell. Creative Education, 1993. ISBN 0-88682-
625-X. 32p. 5-6.

This stunningly illustrated counting book for very young chil-
dren tells the story of a little chick in search of her mother. On
her journey she encounters all kinds of barnyard animals in
numbers from one to ten. The simple sentences that accompany
the boldly outlined engravings use onomatopoeic sounds and
alliterations to capture the interest of the young reader. Teachers
and parents will find this book a visual and verbal feast to be
shared with and read aloud to young children.




Nursery Rhymes

11

Nursery Rhymes

1.40

1.41

1.42

143

Hale, Sarah Josepha. Mary Had a Little Lamb. Illustrated by
Sally Mavor. Orchard, 1995. ISBN 0-531-06875-7. 26p. 5-6.

Fabric relief illustrations make this familiar nursery rhyme come
to life. Applique, embroidery, wrapping, dying, and soft sculp-
ture are all used to create scenes of Mary, her family, the lamb,
and school. The lamb is soft and cute. The illustrations not only
enhance the verse, but would inspire fabric art creations.

Hannant, Judith Stuller. The Doorknob Collection of Bedtime
Rhymes. Illustrated by Judith Stuller Hannant. Little, Brown,
1993. ISBN 0- 316-34366-8. unpaged. 5-6.

This is a collection of four bedtime nursery rhymes: “Hey Diddle
Diddle,” “Come Let’s to Bed,” “Diddle Diddle Dumpling,” and
“Star Light, Star Bright.” The board books fit into a container
that can be hung on a doorknob, and the cover of each book clev-
erly builds on the preceding cover illustration. Engaging art-
work in soft, warm colors matches the traditional nighttime

rhymes.

Manson, Christopher. The Tree in the Wood: An Old Nursery
Song. Illustrated by Christopher Manson. North-South, 1993.
ISBN 1-55858-192-8. 26p. 5-8.

Reminiscent of picture books at the turn of the century, this
adaptation of the nursery song familiar to many as “The Green
Grass Grew All Around” is peaceful and comforting. The wood-
cut illustrations lead from a fine oak tree to the bird that builds a
nest in it, to a baby who grows up and plants an acorn, and fi-
nally to the oak tree grown from the acorn. The rhythm and cir-
cular rhyme make this a good participatory read-aloud for
young children.

Marks, Alan. Over the Hills and Far Away: A Book of Nursery
Rhymes. Illustrated by Alan Marks. North-South, 1994. ISBN 1-
55858-285-1. 97p. 5-8.

In this companion volume to Ring-a-Ring O’Roses and a Ding
Dong Bell, Alan Marks has achieved the perfect balance between
richly colored, action-filled illustrations and striking black-on-
white silhouettes. Each of the sixty classic rhymes remains time-
less and appealing, making this a treasured addition to any
nursery rhyme collection and one that begs to be shared with
young children.
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Paparone, Pamela. Five Little Ducks: An Old Rhyme. Illus-
trated by Pamela Paparone. North-South, 1995. ISBN 1-55858-
473-0. 32p. 5-6.

This traditional nursery rhyme is also a counting book as, one by
one, the five little ducks disappear. Children will delight in the
repetition, the colorful and appealing illustrations, and rhythmic
text. Young readers will rejoice when all five ducklings finally re-
turn to their cozy home.

Rader, Laura. Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard: A Mother Goose
Surprise Book. Illustrated by Laura Rader. Tambourine, 1993.
ISBN 0-688-12562-X. 48p. 5-8.

Eleven well-known Mother Goose rhymes, including such tradi-
tionals as “Jack and Jill,” “Humpty Dumpty,” “Little Miss Muf-
fet,” and “Hey Diddle Diddle,” are included in this collection.
There is certainly no dearth of nursery rhyme books, but Laura
Rader’s split pages add an element of surprise to this brightly il-
lustrated edition.

Slier, Debby, selector. The Real Mother Goose Book of Ameri-
can Rhymes. Illustrated by Bernice Loewenstein and Nan Pol-
lard. Scholastic, 1993. ISBN 0-590-50955-1. 124p. 5-9.

With the look and feel of a very early American collection of
nursery rhymes, this anthology includes such well-known
verses as “Hush Little Baby,” “Eency, Weency Spider,” and “The
Duel.” The illustrations are reminiscent of Kate Greenaway’s
work and the old-fashioned style is appealing. An alphabetical
list of first lines and titles serves as a guide to the poetry.

Other Concept Books

147
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Agee, Jon. Flapstick: Ten Ridiculous Rhymes with Flaps. Illus-
trated by Jon Agee. Dutton, 1993. ISBN 0-525-45124-2. 24p. 5-8.

This delightful flapbook includes ten humorous rhymes in
ABCA meter. A picture representing the last word of each rhyme
is hidden under the flap. The back cover of the book displays the
ten “answers” with both pictures and words. Children will de-
light in this imaginative guessing game. The original rhymes
and large, colorful illustrations could encourage children to
write and illustrate their own “flap rhymes.”

Aliki. Tabby: A Story in Pictures. Illustrated by Aliki. Harper-
Collins, 1995. ISBN 0-06-024915-3. unpaged. 3-6.
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This wordless story begins with a little girl and her father select-
ing a pet tabby kitten and continues to chronicle the growing
bond between the child and the cat during its first year of life.
The colored pencil, pastel, and ink-outlined pictures with large,
round-faced characters will appeal to young children. The small
format makes this an ideal book for preschoolers to look at on
their own.

Banyai, Istvan. Zoom. Illustrated by Istvan Banyai. Viking, 1995.
ISBN 0-670-85804-8. 64p. 6-9.

This wordless book explores perspective by moving from an il-
lustration of farm animals to a child playing with the farm ani-
mal toys to a photograph of a child playing with the farm animal
toys, onward to the planet and a spot of light in space. Opposite
each illustration is a page of solid black, adding to the sense of
movement through space. This intriguing book will be returned
to and shared again and again.

Blackstone, Margaret. This Is Baseball. Illustrated by John
O’Brien. Holt, 1993. ISBN 0-8050-2390-9. 32p. 5-8.

This simple introduction to baseball covers the basic equipment,
the players, and the key plays in this national pastime. The lively
pictures take the reader through the excitement of a game. Begin-
ning readers will enjoy the simple text and humorous artwork.

Boyd, Lizi. Mouse in a House. Illustrated by Lizi Boyd. Little,
Brown, 1993. ISBN 0-316-10444-2. 26p. 5-7.

This fold-out cardboard mouse house comes with a cuddly
mouse and felt for making mouse clothes. A small book of direc-
tions offers advice for simple cutting and assembling of the
mouse couture. Simple rhyming text borders the floor of each of
the four sections of the house. Although there is little to the story,
the house is brightly illustrated and full of play possibilities.
This interactive book will draw both younger and older readers
into the illustrations.

Breathed, Berkeley. Goodnight Opus. Illustrated by Berkeley
Breathed. Little, Brown, 1993. ISBN 0-316-10853-7. 32p. 5-7.

Opus the penguin, dressed in his bunny jammies, suddenly
rebels against his grandma’s gentle and traditional goodnight
moon story, which she is reading to him for the two hundred
ninth time. Opus departs from the text and indulges in a glorious
nighttime romp. The illustrations follow the mood of the story,
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moving from soft grays to riotous color and action, and then back
to peace and quiet, with Grandma receiving the final burst of
color as she slyly enjoys the departure from the text. This imagi-
native goodnight book would be fun to read at any time.

Brown, Margaret Wise. The Summer Noisy Book. Illustrated by
Leonard Weisgard. HarperCollins, 1993. ISBN 0-06-020855-4.
34p. 5-6.

This reissue of Margaret Wise Brown’s classic story about little
dog Muffin’s adventures continues to delight young readers
with its rich onomatopoeic language. The story and pictures—
evocative illustrations contrasting bright and dark colors—let
children imagine and participate in the everyday sounds and
events in their environment, guessing about what might create
the sounds. The visual variety with which the text is displayed
on the different pages sustains young children’s interest and
gives teachers plenty of ideas for creatively using and displaying
the written word. Also available as reissues are The Quiet Noisy
Book and The Seashore Noisy Book.

Brown, Margaret Wise. A Pussycat’s Christmas. Illustrated by
Anne Mortimer. HarperCollins, 1994. ISBN 0-06-023532-2. 32p.
5-7.

Acclaimed as one of the finest contemporary painters of cats,
Anne Mortimer’s newly illustrated version of Margaret Wise
Brown’s delightful 1949 tale of a curious Pussycat enjoying the
traditions of Christmas is richly colored and appealingly realis-
tic. Brown’s mastery of repetition and rhythm, making this an
excellent read-aloud book, is further enhanced by the creative
arrangement of text on each page.

Brown, Margaret Wise. The Winter Noisy Book. Illustrated by
Charles G. Shaw. HarperCollins, 1994. ISBN 0-06-020865-1. 42p.
5-7.

This reprint of a 1947 picture book should find a place in every
collection for preschoolers. Children will become more aware of
winter noises while guessing the answers to the questions. Itis a
useful text for exploring children’s sensory skills, especially lis-
tening skills and sound identification.

Bunting, Jane. Children’s Visual Dictionary. Illustrated by
David Hopkins. Dorling Kindersley, 1995. ISBN 1-56458-881-5.
64p. 5-10.
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Arranged into general themes such as “Towns and Cities,” “Food
and Eating,” and ”Birds,” this large reference book provides an
introduction to using dictionaries and grouping related topics.
Colorful photographs and illustrations are clearly labeled and
grouped with similar subjects. An extensive index makes this an
excellent resource for finding clear pictures of objects, animals,
and activities. Invaluable in any classroom, this visual dictionary
would be useful in teaching vocabulary to both English-speaking
students and ESL students.

Burningham, John. First Steps. Illustrated by John Burningham.
Candlewick, 1994. ISBN 1-56402-205-6. unpaged. 2-6.

In this reissue of John Burningham’s book about numbers, col-
ors, letters, and opposites, the popular children’s author delights
young elementary and preschool children with humorous illus-
trations that accompany the bold, big print. Teachers can use this
book to foster and reinforce emerging literacy skills through
basic concept words.

Burns, Marilyn. The Greedy Triangle. Illustrated by Gordon Sil-
veria. Scholastic, 1994. ISBN 0-590-48991-7. 34p. 5-8.

In this delightfully humorous story about a very busy and very
greedy triangle, the author teaches children about concepts of
geometric shapes while entertaining them with the adventures
of a triangle who is not satisfied to be just a triangle. The accom-
panying author’s notes about mathematics and extending chil-
dren’s learning make this brightly illustrated book an excellent
teaching tool. Children can easily see how these shapes can be
transferred to everyday objects in their environment; for extra
fun, they can act out the shapes. A good read-aloud.

Burs