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The purpose of these materials is to allow teachers access to certain
documents, articles, and excerpts from books that might be useful in teaching
about the efforts of African, Jewish, Hispanic, and Asian Americans to help
themselves and improve their communities. Some of the materials are primary
documents; others are articles from scholarly magazines or excerpts from
monographs. In no way are the materials a comprehensive compilation of
information on mutual aid organizations and self-help activities. Yet it is hoped
that this information will convey the extent of such actions and associations.

Following this brief introduction are three pedagogical methods that have
proved useful in the past for use with documents and other historical material.
The biopoem is an artful device for letting students break down materials on
individuals into a brief poem that will have meaning for them and contribute to
their understanding of the individual. | also believe that this method can be used
as a way to analyze institutions as well. A biopoem about Victoria Earle
Matthews would be a convenient technique to analyze and understand this
remarkable woman. Yet a biopoem about the National Council of Jewish Women
or the New York African Society for Mutual Relief, while perhaps a little more
difficult, would have the same benefits of enhancing the understanding of the
organization.

The second approach is the poem for two voices. Like the biopoem, an
example of its use is given. This is an efficient, succinct method of having
students compare two individuals, events, or organizations. The manner in which
it is organized permits students to note both differences and similarities while

analyzing the articles or documents into their own words.



Choral reading is the third technique presented. The explanation of how it
can be used is on the sheet. This approach has been used very successfully to
introduce slower students to documents and encourage them to examine the
meaning of the documents within a group format. For more advanced students,
this method can be utilized to introduce a change of pace in their work.

These are not the only techniques that would work with these materials.
On the assignment sheets for each piece of information, other approaches are
noted. These three methods were presented because many teachers might not
be familiar with them as they are with question and answer techniques and role
play. Teachers should let students be as creative as they want with the biopoem,
the poem for two voices, and the choral reading. Once students are comfortable
with the approach, teachers can permit students some leeway in how they write
the final products. This, of course, will depend on the individual teacher and his
or her approach to the classroom.

Each assignment starts with the source of the document, article, or
excerpt. In some cases the annotation of the source appears on the assignment
sheet to give the teacher some background. The ‘Suggested Uses' section is
intended to give the teacher an idea of what aspect or chronological period of
United States history the material would be appropriate for. Occasionally,
questions or comments are placed in parentheses after this to justify the
selection and give the teachers some ideas about the usage of the information.
Recommendations of possible pedagogical methods follow. These are not meant
to be exhaustive, but to stimulate thinking about how this material could be
incorporated in classes. Finally, there are a series of questions about each
document, article, or excerpt. The focus of the questions is the importance of the
piece of information itself. Often there will be comments on comparing it to other

pieces of information, some of which are in the Assignments and Classroom



Materials section of the project. A cross-reference is noted when similar
materials are in the Assignments section.

A table of contents of assignments follows. These are not the only
assignments that | have made, but the ones | have chosen to present first. The
arrangement is basically chronological. If there are assignments from the same
source, then they are grouped together. All assignments will be briefly identified
so teachers can go directly to the ones they find most appropriate. Where the
sources are accessible to most teachers, | have not included the documents or
articles since the cost of xeroxing all of these would be prohibitive. Those
without documents are marked with an asterisk in the table of contents. Unless a
teacher was conducting a course of mutual aid and self-help activities, there is
no way that all of these plans could be used in a United States history survey

course. Teachers should use whatever works best for their classes.



Table of Contents for Lesson Plans
1. John O'Brien, “Factory, Church, and Community: Blacks in Antebellum
Richmond." *
2. Foner and Walker, Proceedings of Black State Conventions, 1840-1865
a) New Jersey, 1849 and 1865: Petition and Address Asking for Rights
b) New York, 1851: Fugitive Slave Law and Education
c¢) Ohio, 1865: Resolutions on Rights and Self-Help
d) California, 1855 and 1865: Resolutions and Statistics on Black Population

3. "The Afric-American Female Intelligence Society of Boston [1832]."
4. Stories from McGuffey's Fifth Fclectic Reader, 1907

5. Desire of African-Americans for Education: Various Documents from a Black
State Convention in New York in 1851 and Reconstruction Documents from
Berin, Eree At Last, Harpers Weekly, and Lerner, Black Women in White
America.

6. I[da B. Wells-Bamett and the Campaign Against Lynching, 1895.
7. A Mexican American Mutual Aid Organization, 1911

8. A Brief History of Mutual Aid Organizations Among African-American Women

9. Activities of the National Association of Colored Women, 1906.
10. Activities of the National Council of Jewish Women, early 20th century.
11. Jewish Mutual Aid Societies: landsmanshaftn, early twentieth century

12. Rotating Credit Associations Among Chinese, Japanese, and African-
Americans, 1880's-1930's

13. Free Loan Associations and Credit Unions in Jewish Communities, early
20th century

14. A Brief History of Asian American Communal Organizations *

15. Constitution and General By Laws of An African American Mutual Aid
Society, 1920's

16. Marcus Garvey on the Fundamental Goals of African-Americans, 1924




17. A Brief Discussion of Chinese Organizations in Hawaii.

18. Self-Help Among Asian Americans and Hispanic Americans in the 1980's *
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The following form has many uses. In September, i's a useful way of imtroducing yoursef to students, and to
have thern introduce themselves to you. English classes may use It to describe characters in novels. h is a
wonderful atemnative for writing reports on autobiographies or biographies. Finally, it provides a vehicle for

understanding the people who populate the pages of history.

Line 1 First name
Line 2 Title (usually a noun)
Line 3 Four words that describe the person
Line 4 Lover of 3 (things or ideas)
Line S Who believed in {1 or more ideas)
Line g Who wanted (3 things)
Line 7 Who used (3 methods or things)
Line 8 Who gave (3 things)
Line 9 Who said (a direct quotation)
Line 10 Last name
BIO-POEM
Line 1
Line 2
Line 3 ,
, and
Line 4 Lover of ,
and
Line 5 Who believed
Line 6 Who wanted
. and
Line 7 Who used
and
Line 8 Who gave
) and
Line @ Who said, ©
Line 10
BIO-POEM
ELLA
Fundi

Civil Rights Activist, Organizer, Tireless worker.

Modest, "Protective angel,”

Lover of justice, human rights, and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

Who believed that "everybody’s somebody.”

Who worked behind the scenes with Martin Luther King,

Who used courage, college students, vision,

Who gave guidance to the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee

Who said, “Sit-ins and other demonstrations are concemed with something bigger
than a hamburger or a giant-sized coke...the Negro and white
students, North and South, are seeking to rid America of the
scourge of racial segregation anc discrimination—not only
at lunch counters, but in every aspect of Iife.”

BAKER.
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OCTOBER 1993

THE SEMINAR GAZETTE

POEMS FOR TWO VOICES

couple of years ago, a colleague from Massachusetts introduced the editor of The Seminar Gazette to a form of writing
Acalled poems for two voices. Marj Montgomery, who teaches at Day Junior High School, had used the poems to help
her students learn about American history. What follows is an example of the work done by three of her students. The

-~ editor has successfully used the technique with high school students at Thomas Jefferson High School in Federal Way,

Washington. Poems for two voices have-enjoyed bi-coastal success!

A POEM FOR TWO VOICES A POEM FOR TWO VOICES
Thomas Jefferson and Richard Henry Lee James Madison and Fisher Ames
VOICE #1 VOICE#2  VOICE #1 '- VOICE #2
COMBINED VOICES COMBINED VOICES
Iam Thomas Jefferson. .
I am Richard Henry Lee. If all my dreams could come
Ivutwmkwiﬂxw:bqutghh true. i
: proposed Constitution. This bountiful nation would be
We must ratify this Constitution . united.
quickly. _ @ " Under tha Constitutio>.
hurry? Rhere s the siskrptary? sothor by » power st
But, we must agree on some form of words.
government for our naw nation. Without it wa are weak.
A Constitution without a Bill of A doll limp in a child’s arms.
. . Rights is no good. Horrors plaguing our newly
1 agree with you, Richard, but a founded country.
zl;::,ys.mthout & government is Anarchy.
Government seeks power. If we  1nterval war,
adopt this Constitution the federsl Chaos.
£;mm::eﬁ.ﬂl P:kﬁ ::i'l‘il.:od Diversity is self-sufficient.
Y U 1 i here
et aeads to B hemvafoeere: A ate Tight fall
ratification! It adds another vertebras to the Co
Calm down, Richard. The right of backboas of the countsy.

free men must be protected s

tyrannical government. But I

agree that it is Dext to useless

without & Bill of Rights.
This Constitution needs a Bill of
Rightas. *

This country needs a government.

We peed :mcumt ?Iuch will

vern the nation. We must ratify
e Constitution. ARter that, we
can add & Bill of Rights.
Tom, why should the government
@veup of its power, after wa
givaitco coatrol? Limit the
. power first!
We need a Constitution first! This
Constitution must be ratified.
This Constitution cannot be rati-
fund. This Constitution has endless
roblems. not ead slavery?
about tha term of office of
the represeatatives? It will create
tyraany.
This Constitution is the product of :
hard work and determination. It
is the best possible document.
I doo't think we will ever agree.
- You do not listen to me, Thomas.
You do not hear me, Richard. i
This country is too importaat to me to
let this m:'x.{er drop 80 easily.
Accept it! :
2 Never!
You are stubborn, Richard. K
; No, ] am careful. Thomas!
Let's go to the pub and talk some
more.

Are you buying, Thomas?

(Written by Maureen McKenna and Aparna Lele.)

Difference in the states are essential.

Each state is unique; it has its
* own personality.

As my friend, Madison, was

raised in high society.
While my companion, Amos,
grow u:vm the working class.
Our ads compliment each
other. as do the states.
Theem i i
ghrr=r
will soon be filled as our new
country begins to work.
iose words
. Many grandi 'bt .pmk:‘y'
ing tha rights of
gpgnnuung a ng. .
but their words are more h
: critical than primarily nvum
Power cannot be had with
states acting like insects,
thrashing furiously on their .
The need is to upright these
states and join them to form one. -
A central government.
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)
8)

A Choral Reading

Time required: one class period. Materials: Document (often sidebars in history texts);
newsprint, magic markers or crayonms.
' 4

Select a document (a letter, a diary, an essay, the Declaration of
Independence) which will profit from close scrutiny. '

Give each class member a copy of the document, along with 3 blank strips of
paper.

Instruct students that they will read the document as though they were
members of a choir. While reading, they should note any words or phrases
that "sing" to them. These may be words/phrases that they like, hate, have
interesting alliteration, harbor the essence of the document, strike them as
meaningful, banal, etc. Students write one word/phrase onto each of the
three strips. :

Informally, the teacher “directs” the class in the choral reading, dividing the
group into suitable “choirs": all women, all men, all on the last row, all with
birthdays between July and December, etc.

In groups of 3 or 4, students will write a poem using the 9 or 12 :
words/phrases they have selected from the document. There are no "rules.”
Students may choose to weave together words from all of their strips of
paper, or they may omit words. If several students select the same phrase, it
may become the poem's refrain. Some poems will have punctuation; others
will not. All must have a title. The poems may be whimsical or serious,
laudatory or cynical. '

A student who has good penmanship will copy the poem onto a piece of
newsprint, which will then be taped on the classroom wall. Of course,
everyone in the group will sign the finished product. Occasionally, poems
are illustrated. -

A reader from each group reads its poem to the class.’

Time required: one class period. Materials: newsprint, magic markers or
crayons. : :

Conclusion: The document's words no longer lie flat on the page. While

constructing their poem, groups discuss the meaning of the document, as
well as its artistic and literary components. All students participate. Suitable
for remedial, average, advanced students. Adults love it!

Source: Summer Workshop, Bard College

i0




ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source:  John O'Brien, "Factory, Church, and Community: Blacks in Antebellum
Richmond," in The Journal of Southern History X1IV (November, 1978),
509-536.

Suggested Uses: Slavery (what organizations could slaves create under slavery?),
Antebellum southern free black society

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Student reading of the article followed by a discussion
2) Compare the actions of free blacks in the South in regard

to their condition with those actions of northern free blacks
(see the several documents from Foner and Walker on the
black state conventions in the Assignments section of this

project).

Questions: 1) How did working in manufacturing affect the status of slaves?
2) What organizations were available to slaves so that they could express
themselves freely? ‘
3) Why were some slaves able to gain control of their labor?
4) What role did the black Baptist churches play in the lives of their frec
and slave members?
5) What are examples in this reading of slave resistance and self-help on
the part of African-Americans?




ASSIGNMENT SHEET

AbDRESS ISSQEB?;%*'P\& 'Pecpisno?NEw Jersey b“[ The Equel RzertTs

Source:
LEAGUE oT+thState of New Jersey, at Tronten assembied; 1865 and "An Address From the
Coloured Convention, assembled at Trenton, on the 21st and 22nd days of

August, 1849," in Foner and Walker, Proceedings of Black State Conventions,

4-5, 14-15

This is a two volume work that contains the proceedings of conventions that
African-Americans held in the years, 1840-1865, in various states. It is a
wonderful source of information for examining African-American attitudes of
the antebellum period and the efforts of African-Americans in challenging
discrimination. There are many documents from these two volumes in the

Assignments section of this project.
Suggested Uses: Antebellum reform (what reforms are important for African-

Americans at this time?), Early civil rights movement (how would this compare
to the founding of the NAACP and the efforts of Martin Luther King, Jr.?),
African-American History, Reconstruction (how do these documents
foreshadow the goals of blacks during Reconstruction?

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Question and answer based on the questions below
2) Poem for two voices- 1849 and 1865

3) Choral reading of selected portions

Questions: 1) What do the petitions demand? Are the demands different for 1849 and
18657
2) On what grounds do they justify their demands?
3) Are the tones of the 1849 and 1865 petitions different or similar?
4) What do you think the significance of these petitions might be?
5) Were there other methods that African-Americans could have used to
challenge discrimination? What were the advantages and disadvantages of
the methods to challenge discrimination?
6) Using any of the other documents from Foner and Walker, compare the
actions of blacks in New Jersey with the activities of blacks in other states?
Are the goals similar or different?
7) Who would be the delegates to these conventions?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

"Resolutions, "Report of the Committee on Fugitive Slave Bill," and "Report
of the Committee on Education, " of the New York convention in Albany, 22-

24 July 1851, in Foner and Walker, Proceedings of Black State Conventions,

L 57, 59, 72, 73.
See description of the Foner and Walker volumes under the New Jersey

documents from this work.

Sugpested Uses: Compromise of 1850 (Fugitive Slave Law), Antebellum reform

(education), African-American History (antebellum free black society)

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Group work involving other document selections from the

black state conventions (are the issues different or similar in
the states where conventions were held?

2) Choral reading of certain portions selected by the teacher
3) Question and answer based on the questions below

1) What values do the resolutions encourage?

2) Why were those values important to African-Americans?

3) Why were the issues of the franchise and education place together in
one set of resolutions?

4) Why did the delegates think that education was necessary and what will
education do for African-Americans? What is the African-American
concept of education? What is the purpose of education from their
perspective? Is this a universal belief?

5) What do the delegates think of the Fugitive Slave Law? What is the
basis for their argument against the Fugitive Slave Law?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source:  "Resolutions at the Ohio Convention, held at Xenia, Ohio, 10-12 Jan. 1865,"
and "Preamble and Article 2 of State Equal Rights League,” in Foner and

Walker, Proceedings of Black State Conventions, I, 349-351.

Suggested Uses: Civil War, Reconstruction (what issues were important to African-
Americans as the Civil War was ending?), African-American History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Choral Reading

2) Question and answer

3) Group work comparing the demands of other black state
conventions (sce the various documents from these
conventions in the Assignments section of this project

Questions: 1) What fears do these delegates have as the Civil War is coming to an
end?
2) What goals do they have or want to achieve?
3) Whom do they praise? Whom do they condemn?
4) What indicates their pride?
5) What indicates their desire for self-improvement?
6) How do they reject stereotypes and promote the idea of self-reliance
and self-help?
7) Why had the war been important to them?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source:  "Afternoon Session, Wednesday, November 21, 1855," at Sacramento, 20-22
November, 1855, and "Report of the Commiittee on Education,” "Report and
Resolutions,” and "Statistical Reports,” at Sacramento, 25-27 Oct. 1865, in

Foner and Walker, Proceedings of Black State Conventions, II, 120-121, 175-

185.

Suggested Uses: Western History, Antebellum free black society, early civil rights,
Civil War, Reconstruction, African-American History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Question and answer
2) Choral reading
3) Group work, sclecting the various documents and then
asking each group to compare what their document said with
the other documents

Questions: 1) What were the goals of the delegates in 18552 in 1865?
2) What barriers do the delegates face in trying to achieve their goals?
3) What is the tone of the resolutions and reports in 1855? in 1865?
4) Why is education important to the delegates?
5) What can you tell from these limited statistical reports about blacks in
California in 1865?
6) What other evidence do we need to evaluate the status of blacks in
California in 1865?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source:  "The Afric-American Female Intelligence Society of Boston [1832], in Lemner,
Black Women in White America, 437-439

Suggested Uses: Antebellum reform (how are their goals similar or different from
other antebellum reformers?), African-American History (what does this
document tell you about the lives of antebellum African-American women?),

antebellum women' history

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Poem For Two Voices

2) Biopoem (use it for an organization rather than a person)
3) Comparison to other groups of the time through class
discussion and the use of other documents or secondary
resources.

Questions: 1) What were the purposes of the organization according to its
constitution?
2) What do you think were the ultimate goals of this group?
3) How were these people trying to help themselves?
4) What obstacles do you think these women will face?
5) Take any of the documents in the Assignments section that deal with the
black state conventions held during the antebellum period. How do the
activities of these women compare to those of the mostly male members of
the black state conventions?
6) What relationship, if any, do you think these women have to other
'intelligence societies' in Boston? Would a white female society have the
same goals at this time?
7) What do you think is significant about this document?

4y
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

ource:  "The Fish I Didn't Catch,” "Respect for the Sabbath Rewarded," "Control
Your Temper,” "The Best Kind of Revenge,” and "The Character of a Happy

Life,” in McGuffey's Fifth Eclectic Reader, 63-66, 69-71, 204-206, 266-268,

308-309

Suggested Uses: Post Civil War education and social values (what values did
American society emphasize as appropriate?)

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Question and Answer

2) Group work, comparing the stories of various ethnic
groups and what is emphasized

uestions: 1) What values are these stories trying to promote and encourage?
2) How do these values fit within what are tradmnnallv characterized as

American values?
3) Compare the values espoused in these stories and those found in Floyd's
Flowers.

What are the similarities in the values of both sets of stories?
What are the differences in the values of both sets of stories?
What are the ultimate goals of the authors of the stories in

McGuffey's and Floyd's Flowers?
4) Are the men and women in these stories expected to follow different
values?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Various letters on the African-American desire for education at the time of
Reconstruction, from Berlin, Free At Last, 212-213, 486-487, 518-519, and
two drawings from Harper's Weekly, 23 June 1866 and 15 December 1866,
and "They Would Not Let Us have Schools,” in Lemner, Black Women in

White America, 112-113

Suggested Uses: Antebellum reform (use in conjunction with "Report on Education”

from the New York black state convention on July, 1851 which is in the
Assignments section of this project), Reconstruction (goals of African-
Americans after emancipation), African-American History (use in conjunction

o« T v .

with the writings of Waghinton and DuBois on education)

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Question and answer with questions below

Questions:

2) Choral reading exercise

3) Compare New York convention report with working class
demands for educational reform during the Jacksonian era
4) Using all of the information in the Sources, construct a
thesis with evidence about the African-American attitudes
toward education in the years before and after the Civil War
5) Biopoem with any of the letters or "They Would Not Let
Us Have Schools.”

1) What specific evidence can you find in the documents that indicates the
importance of education to African-Americans?

2) Examine all of the documents. For what reasons did African-Americans
stress the importance of education?

3) As you examine these documents, what indicates that Africa-Americans
were working to better themselves through their own efforts?

4) Compare "They Would Not Let Us Have Schools” with Ida Wells-
Bamett's "Red Record” which is in the Assignments section of this project.
why are blacks being terrorized?
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3. Thet we fesl ourselves to be wesk, needing help; end we Carnestly
o8k of our white friends to give us their atd in our distrass, and to ahow
not only gn pPrivats, but gp pudblic, that they have fealing hearts ond willing
hands, :

6. Thst we believe thar Public opinion 15 the bulvark of a11 lav, and
that this ODloUS AND CRUEL LAV wi]ll be entirsly 1noporotlvu. 1f the mors]
aense of thi, comwunity spsaks; gnd tharsfore we ask of this comrunity; with
ths voice of our OpPTessed psopla, thst they will give auch an axpression of
their sentiments Teapecting this lev as wil] Protact this place from the crias
and tesrs of his victims.

7. Thet we grs fully dsternined, hers {n our plscss, to wait the 1ssve;
to rest our causs vpon Cod, upon ths friends of religion and humanity, gnd
Upon our own Ssnhood; to bear ourselves go s to Prove thst we are worthy,
not only of liberty, dut of the full privileges of citizens, some of which
aTs now denfed us; snd to surrsndsr 11fe rathsr then to be tsken into alavery.

8. Pesolved, Thet the fugitive slave 1av 1s the lav of tyrants.

9. Resolved, Thet disodadtence to tyrente 1s obedience to Cod.

10. Resoived, T™hat we vill obsy God.

Anos Gerry Beman,

John Nelgon St111,
J. P. Johnson,
Committee.

Report of the Committee on Education

Your committee cannot hope to embrace in this Teport, suggeetions that
vill weet eVery case connected vith the subject of Education; we ¢sh only
deel] with genersl principles. .

First, in order that the genersl welfsre of the colored people be

and mslicious systen of prejudice and caste. ) By educstion wust be effected
the full developments of those hidden and importent truths, which when brought
to bear upon the hesrts and connciencen of sankind, ahine forth in the besuty
of their nsture and f11lumine their ®inda, to the end thet all membera of the
great human fapily shsll have accorded to them their full gnd complete rank as
such, rsgerdless of any outward circumstences ag denote birth oy country.
Educstion here ®ust be considsred !n!ellectua]ly. wmorally and Physicslly.

vithout reference to the antire men., 4 eystem of discipline which tends
8imply to iwprove the physical nNeture, or even the Physics]l and soral without
Tegserd to the lntcllcctull. Produces at best put gigantic strength, the lowest
type of man's sxcellency. And o superstitious religion {g slvsye debssing and
even dangsrous in Proportion as 1t 4g removed from the 11ght of resson snd
sental culture. Thie 1s not sore phlloooph!cnlly trus, than provan gn the
genersl hietory of the human rsce

Educstion then, Properly undsrstood, has to do vith all the lavs and
Principles that regulste our PTogrese in this 11fe, gnd only answers g¢g
legitinste duty when {¢ aeeks to elevete, to llberoll:c. to christienize.

To this end, {t sives to ¢ subjects a clearer vision and s greeter power to
bring out hidden virtyes and to combet those 8TTOTs and prejudices thet only
live gs they are able to Pervert ven‘s winds and t0 make them low and
sroveling.

These truths are clearly geen fn the fects thet surround us on every
side, in the gTeet struggls now being veged between the OPpressor sand the
orpressed. 1In the Community ghout us, ve gre reslizing deily the bitter
evidence, thet an educetion given in & one-sided direction, and continued for
8 series of years from father ¢o child, grovs VP into a gystem g11 poverful {n
the eccomplishment of g¢q ends, gnd subduing to 1tg atms well nigh every mind
thst recefves g¢. Dictsted by thet self~love thee delights to clsinm
superiority and to exercise rule, ve gee the socis] gnd school educstion of the
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land fettening upon tha hidsous arror that God has crested s nobls snd an
1gnobls race, snd that by virtue of this he has given 8 right to the strong to
tyrannize ovar the wask--to load his body with chains end shut him up from the
revelations of light and love gusranteed to him in the very ground work of his
being.

The history of slavary end casts in this country is so pslpabls that it
needs no recapitulation here. It is & history written in blood and black vith
snorzities and crimes. That it owes {its origin and continuance to misdirected
vievs 16 made evident in the fact that where s different system of culture hes
baen adopted, the so-csllad antsgonistic races have grown up in terms of
anity, snd havs moved on an equal platform, bssking under & common Civilize-
tion, and raching out to & common destiay.

{‘l’he fact made glaring by the «ducstion adopted, that thers 1ia & vast
dispdrity in the stenderd of culture of the two classes involved in the
srgument, has been made & justifying ceuse for tyrannizing over those whose
only crime has been, that whers no food has been given them, they havas not
grown fat, and vhere light has bsen shut from them, their aight has become
dim sad obscure.

Time, therafors, having ssnctioned the erroneous doctrine that bacsuse
there 1s o diffsrence in davalopment, ths truth is avidant that thars is &
diffarance in caparity. It reuts with us to countersct ths parvertad tassch-
ings of the land, by filling up as soon ss possibls the chasm of mind that has
ssparstad us, snd to bring to our mentsl storshouss thoss rich fraights of
thought and intelligencs that reslly maks sminent sny paople, and ths want of
which omakes us yield too readily to auch influsnces &8s csuse us to remain the
vesssls and slaves of & more powerful clen, end plisnt aubjects to & systss of
sducation highly impropsr of iteslf, and which serves to randar us laas fitted
to appreciate ths adventages of & trus systez, end makes us villing instru-
ments to smbarrsss and poatpone the prospects of sacuring such as 18 proper.

The systes of sducation most conduciva to our sdvancsment ssems toO be
that wvhich will most resdily annihilsts in us thst waskening scknowladgement,
that our mcans of slevation are to be avar distinct end secparats frow those
educstional appliances that end so rapidly to push onward the great American
peopls. In othsr words, ve must partaks, &s far as is practicebdls, in the
adventages of those literary and religlous institutions, vhers common rights
ars respected, and where manhood {a acknowledged ss an equsl inheritancs!
Schools established by casts, while they may not be contemned where battar
reliances are not to bs had, srs dapressing in their influencass, and unfitted
to prepars our childran to assume an equslity of position in the aftar sevare
lessons of lifs. Ws navar may sxpsct to claim, of our opponents to grant,
full fraedom in carrying out tha grest aims of lifs, wvhara ve ars sducsted
in scknovledgment of ths fitnses of thet spirit of colonizetion that shuta us
out from enjoying the advantages of the batter schools of ths land. This
beilng our conviction, lat us give good sttention to sacuring for our childran
s libersl education, remsining stssdfast in the detsrminstion to uncessing
efforts to uproot ths avil of proscription on sccount of color, wharaver it
ts to bs met with, sither in school housss or in churches, svsr caintaining
perssverance in the right direction, end & dignity of demesnor that will
charscterize us as s people knowing our rights, villing to sssert thaa, and
to make sscrifices of prassnt convenienca to tha end of securing their
pernansnt possesaion.

In addition your committas recommend tha passage of the folloving
resolutions:

Resolved, That tha charscter of Centrsl College, in its principles, ite
ability and sppointments, {s such aé we cen chaerfully recommend to the
support of the colorad psopls.

Resolved, That tha ranewved svidencs of firw edherencs to ths principls
of ths univerasl brotharhood of man, ss given by tha noble position maintsined
by that institution of lasrning known as “Central College,”" at McCrawville, .

Cortland county, which institution spurned the bribe held out to it by vay of
pacunisry sid fron tha Stats, on condition of the departure from {ts Princi-
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source: "A Red Record,” Ida B. Wells-Barnett, in Gerda Lemer, ed., Black Women in

White America: A Documentary History (New York: Vintage Books, 1973),
196-205

Suggested Uses: Early Civil Rights Movement in the late 19th and carly 20th centuries
(compare Wells-Barnett to the Plessy case and the NAACP), Progressive Era
(comapre Wells-Barnett to other women activists), Women's History,
African- American History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Biopoem
2) Poem For Two Voices
3) Role Play

4) Discussion- question and answer with students

Questions: 1) Based on the introduction to the document, how did Ida Wells-Barnett's
life reflect traditional values about women as well as departing from those
accepted roles?

2) How did Wells-Barnett attack lynching?

3) How does Wells-Barnett challenge southemn justifications for lynching?
4) Why would Wells-Barnett observations make her life difficult in the
South?

5) How are her views on the plight of African-Americans similar to and
different from the views of Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, and
Bishop Henry Turner (see selection about Turner in this project)?

6) How could the problem of lynching be solved according to Wells-
Barnett?

7) How do the activities of Wells-Bamnett compare to those of other
reformers during the Progressive Era?

8) What do the figures Wells-Barnett supplies for lynching versus legal
executions in 1894 (197: 132) say about American attitudes toward the law
in the South and the United States in the 1890's?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET
Source:  "Por larazay para la raza," in Weber, Foreigners In Their Native Land, 248-

251.

Suggested Uses: Western History, Hispanic American History, Immigration History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Choral reading of selected passages
2) Biopoem on an organization

3) Group work comparing this group to others of similar
purposes in other ethnic groups (see documents in assignment
section on Grand United Order Toussaint L.'Ouverture, the
New York African Society for Mutual Relief,

- landsmanshafin, the Hebrew Free Loan Society, and the
brief article on Chinese societies in Hawaii)

Questions: 1) Why was this group being organized? What were its purposes?
2) How are the purposes of this organization similar and different from
other mutual aid societies that existed in other immigrant groups?
3) Compare Article X1I of the New Mexico state constitution with the
Congreso Mexicanista. What conclusions would you draw from comparing
these two documents? The constitution is from 1912.
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248 v .. CHAPTER FIVE

Article X1

Sec. 8. Teachers to leam English and Spanish. The legislature shall
provide for the training of teachers in the normal schools or otherwise
so that they may become proficient in both the English and Spanish
languages, to qualify them to teach Spanish-speaking pupils and
students in the public schools and educational institutions of the State,
and shall provide proper means and methods to facilitate the teaching
of the English language and other branches of learning to such pupils
and students. '

Sec. 10. Educational rights of children of Spanish descent. Children
of Spanish descent in the State of New Mexico shall never be denied
the right and privilege of admission and attendance in the public
schools or other public educational institutions of the State, and they
shall never be classed in separate schools, but shall forever enjoy
perfect equality with other children in all public schools and
educational institutions of the State, and the legislature shall provide
penalties for the violation of this section. This section shall never be
amended except upon a vote of the people of this State, in an election
at which at least three-fourths of the electors voting in the whole
State and at least two-thirds of those voting in each county in the
State shall vote for such amendment.

7. “Porlarazay para la raza” '

Congreso Mexicanista, 1911*

The popularity of mutual benefit societies in the Southwest
toward the end of the nineteenth century indicated a growing
awareness that group action was more effective than individual
efforts in protecting the Mexican American community from
oppression and in fighting for justice. This philosophy of group
action was carried to its logical conclusion in Texas in 1911,
when members of various societies came together in a state-
wide convention, the Congreso Mexicanista.

This extraordinary meeting, which brought together delegates
from twenty-four Texas communities at the border town of
Laredo, had been prompted by extraordinarily bad times for

*Primer Congreso Mexicanista, Verificado en Laredo, Texas, EE. UU. de A., 14 sl 22 de
Septiembre de 181). Discursos y Conferencias por la raza y para la reza (Laredo, Tex.: 1812), pp.
35-37. Trans. David J. Weber.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE.
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Mexicans in Texas: the beating to death of a Mexican boy,
Antonio Gémez, in Thorndale, Texas, and. the buming at the’
stake of Antonio Rodriguez by an angry mob in Rock Springs,
Texas. This latter incident gained considerable publicity and
resulted in a wave of anti-American riots in Mexico City.

These events gave an urgency to the stated purpose of the
Congress: “to unite and protect all the Texas Mexicans.” Unity
became the key word at the Congress, and its slogan, “por la
raza y para la raza,” is similar to the well-known saying in
English: “All for one and one for all.” To achieve unity, the
Congress formed a central organization called the Gran Liga
Mexicanista de Beneficencia y Proteccion. The following ex-
cerpts from a speech by the Reverend Pedro Grado touches on
the three issues of most concern to the delegates justice,
mutual protection, and education.

Farewell Address
The Reverend Pedro Grado

Mr. President:

Respectable Audience: '

My turn has arrived in the progression of the program of the
Congreso Mexicanista to step in the place from which have come
forth words full of erudition; ideas that, although heterogeneous,
demonstrated with few exceptions beloved unity in the objective that
occupies our attention. . . . In this conversation, and it is nothing
more, 1 will touch on some of the points or topics which are most
interesting to review, and which may be most useful to us in placing
the first bricks of the great social edifice that this Congreso Mexican-
ista proposes.

There are two black points that, with a prophetlc threat, sprout
forth and grow in the pure heaven of our liberty and which day by
day, worry all good Mexicans, all true patriots, and all persons who
shelter altruism and philanthropy in their souls.

The first of these points concems the oppression and the abuses that
the sons of Uncle Sam commit daily to our countrymen, especially in
the State of Texas.

The second is the imprudent conduct of men and women, our
fellow citizens, in the State of Texas.

The first point has the following classification: 1. Bad application of
the law when it deals with Mexicans. II. Unpunished molesting of

-,
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Mexicans by particular Americans. I11. The exclusion of Mexican
children from the American schools.

Order demands that the bad application of the law in treating
Mexicans be discussed. The disease has its remedy, and it is here that
the utility of the Congreso Mexicanista is illustrated, inasmuch as
experience teaches us that isolation causes weakness and that
weakness produces failure. Reason tells us to make ourselves
strong. . . - '

The Congreso Mexicanista can and should enhance the Mexican
press of Texas. The newspaper is the scourge of the unjust and the
denouncer of the abusers of office. It is a powerful medium to carry
complaints to the desks of officials and demonstrate by turns that we
are not indolent, that we are concerned about the poverty of our
countrymen, and that we are able to do all that is within the law for
them. '-

The Congreso Mexicanista can and should embrace wealthy,
influential men because of their morality, their knowledge, and their
contacts. These are the ones who, in case of difficulty, will have access
to elevated representatives of the law.

The Congreso will broaden itself admirably, and admirable will be
the results, if it tries to attract to it all the secret societies of the
Masonic type, or whose members might be our countrymen, or the
lodges that might be of this kind. It should do the same with the
mutual societies and those that simply have -altruism as their ideal.
How surprising will be the effect of a petition, or a request, or of a
communication backed by thousands of individuals! What greater
satisfaction for a needy person than the loving hand of thousands of his
fellow citizens, ready to put to flight the terrible anxiety which
poverty causes. Considering that this Congreso will come to be that
which 1 suppose, with the elements now established, the oppressions
of the authorities will stop. . . .

The unpunished vexations of particular Americans may continue.
This problem is more difficult to solve. . . . The Mexican braceros
who work in a mill, on a hacienda, or in a plantation would do well to
establish Ligas Mexicanistas, and see that their neighbors form them.
Thus, once united, with the help of the press, and with the valuable
group of philanthropists of wealth or influence in some department,
they will be able to strike back at the hatred of some bad sons of
Uncle Sam who believe themselves better than the Mexicans because
of the magic that surrounds the word white. L
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It remains. for us to say something of the exclusion of Mexican -
children from the Anglo-Saxon schools in the majority of the counties
of the State of Texas. We can say this is a difficult but not unsolvable
problem. P '

What happens in Laredo, Texas, in San Diego of the same state,
and in other river communities where the Mexican children have free
access to the American schools and high schools? The purpose of this
question is to go to the reasons, because if these reasons are
transmissible, the problem is not far from resolving itself. . . . In the
aforementioned towns, the Mexican element dominates and is inti-
mately bound to the Anglo-Saxon by ties of commerce and other
kinds. In these same towns there are respectable Mexicans with
prominent positions in the court houses, so that we find in this one of
the causes, or the reason, for the Mexican children's access to
American schools. Would we be able to make these means transmissi-
ble, and make the influence of those men extend to many miles round
about? Yes, it is possible when all in mass distinguish themselves as
mexicanistas and take interest in their countrymen. Whatever may be
the reasons they exclude Mexicans from the schools, 1 do not find
another solution than the influence and heterogeneous powers of
mexicanismo, . . . :

8. A Sample from the Press El Labrador, 1904*

One of the most important tools for organizing the Mexican
American community in the nineteenth century, as today, was
the Spanish-language press. While these papers often served
special interest groups, many of them had the broader interests
of Mexican Americans in mind. :

The following sampling from £/ Labrador, published in Las
Cruces, New Mexico, demonstrates the desire of the editor to
have Mexican Americans work within the American system, yet

*The three articles which follow come, respectively, from the March 20, Julv 15, and
December 30, 1904 issues of EI Labrador. The last article first appeared, apparently, in El

Independiente of Las Vegas, New Mexico, then was reprinted in El Labrador. All three items
translated by David J. Weber. .
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

ource:  Anne Firor Scott, "Most Invisible of All: Black Women's Voluntary
Associations, The Journal of Southern History, LVI (February, 1990), 3-22.
This article is a wonderful, succinct summary of the myriad of activities that
black women have followed in efforts to help their community. The article
contributes significantly to perception of the complexity of the African-
American community. For another source on 19th century women's groups
with some primary documents, see Dorothy Sterling, We Are Your S
104-119.

Suggested Uses: 1) Women's History (what motivates women to participate in reform
movements? how does the work compare to that of he National Counctl of
Jewish Women? see the document on NCJW in the Assignments section of
this project), African-American History (how do the actions of these women
reflect traditional values within the African-American community?), American
reform efforts (are the purposes of black reform organizations similar or
different from the purposes of other reform groups?)

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Group work- students read the article and develop their
own views of these organizations, based on small group

discussions and then present their views to the class

2) Brief papers on individual groups, using black biographical
encyclopedias or other sources

3) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below
4) Biopoem on black women's organizations

uestions: 1) Why was this article written in the first place?
2) Who were the black women who belonged to these myriad
organizations?
3) What were the goals of such groups?
4) What degree of success do you think these organizations had? What
could contribute to the success or failure of a group?
5) What obstacles or barriers did the organizers of such groups face?
6) What problems within the African-American community were these
groups trying to address?
7) How would you compare these organizations to other organizations of
reform that you have studied?

)
)
al




ASSIGNMENT SHEET

ource:  "Club Activities [1906]," in Lemer, Black Women In White America, 450-
458

Suggested Uses: Progressivism (compare to the activities of other women reformers
and reform in general), African-American History, Women's History .

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Poem for Two Voices (for example the National
Association of Colored Women and the National Council of
Jewish Women
2) Choral Reading
3) Teacher/Student Discussion

uestions: 1) Why were some local clubs named after Phillis Wheatley and Sojourner
Truth?
2) What kinds of activities did these clubs pursue?
3) What was the source of the funds for these clubs?
4) In what ways did the activities of these women reflect traditional values
about women?
5) What goals did these women have in pursuing these activities? What did
they hope to achieve through these activities?
6) How do the activities of these African-American women compare to
the activities of the National Council of Jewish Women? How are their
activities similar? How are they different? (See documents on the National
Council of Jewish Women in the Assignments section of this project).
7) What obstacles did these women face in pursuing their activities?
8) Discuss your reaction to the statement of the St. Louis Colored
Orphan Home to the NACW explaining that "Orphans Home Day”
represented a truly "race effort” because whites contributed less than $50
of the $529 collected
9) Compare the activities of these groups to the goals of the Afric-
American Female Intelligence Society of Boston (see the document in
Assignments section of this project).
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source:  Rogow, Gone To Another Meeting, 136-138, 142-143, 145-147
This book is a history of the National Council of Jewish Women, an

organization established in the late 19th century. These excerpts describe the
response of this organization to the massive migration of Jews from Europe in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Suggested Uses: Immigration History (how do groups help others who follow them
to the United States?), Progressivism (do these kinds of activities fit within the

framework of Progressivism?), Women's History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Poem for two voices (use the documents in the
Assignments section on the National Association of Colored
Women)

2) Teacher/student discussion using questions below
3) Group work comparing the activities of this group with
other groups during the Progressive era.

uestions: 1) What kinds of actions did the National Council of Jewish Women take
to help Jewish immigrants, especially women?
2) What were their motives in pursuing these activities?
3) What was the extent of their success?
4) What obstacles would these women face?
5) How do the activities of the Jewish women compare to those of
African-American women at the same time? (See the documents on the
National Council of Colored Women in the Assignments section of this
project)
6) Did the activities of these women reflect traditional values that women
should follow or did they challenge those values?
7) Which actions, if any, would you classify as part of the Progressive
movement of the early 20th century? Were these activities, such as birth
control and pure food agitation, on the forefront or a reflection of
changing American values?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source:  The Jewish Communal Register, 732-743, 796-797, 836-839
This remarkable volume was produced in 1918 under the auspices of the New
York Kehillah, a Jewish communal organization that was attempting to unify
the disparate elements in the Jewish community. It is a compilation of all of the
Jewish communal institutions in New York City and around the country.
There were almost 4000 such organizations or one for every 375 Jews. The
section reproduced describes the mutual aid societies, often known as
landsmanshafin which were created by immigrant Jews, especially those from
East Europe to provide a range of benefits for their members. The members
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Suggested Uses: Immigration History (comparison to other immigrant groups and to
the organizations of African-Americans), Urbanization (how would these
organizations help immigrant Jews deal with the problems of living in the
city?)

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Group work, having students read the introductory article
and then having them examine selected mutual aid societies
based on the questions below, followed by a discussion of the
characteristics and attributes of these organizations
2) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below
3) Group work comparing the groups of societies of different
immigrant groups and African-Americans (see the documents
in the Assignments section of this project on New York
African Society for Mutual Relief, Grand Order of Toussaint
L'Ouverture, Chan article on Asian groups, and the Congreso
Mexicanista

Questiops: 1) What were the purposes of these groups? (See the Key to Abbreviations
to help you determine what services it offered).
2) What benefits did the author, Rosenblatt, see in these groups? What
problems did he see for the future with these groups?
3) How many such societies existed? How large were these socicties on
average? What were annual dues on average?
4) Examining individual societies, describe the benefits that each offers,
give the address (use this only if the teacher is familiar with New York
City, but placing the locations on a map of New York City could lead to
questions about the location of the Jewish immigrant population),
characteristics of the President along with his address, and does the society
belong to a larger federation (if so what does this mean?)
5) Comparison to other groups based on question 1 and Pedagogical
Suggestion 3.

o BEST COPY AVAILABLE .
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Use the following mutual aid agencies_ as the basis for group work: Ackerman B.A. _
(F.B.O.), Adler's Young Men Ind. Ass'n., Belgoraer_Youg Men's Soc.,
Bessarabian Y.M. Ben. and Educational Club, Bielsker Bruderlicher
U.V., Krementuger Ladies B.A., Zablotower Rabbi Mendel Hager
K.U.V. (F.G.B.J.A.), Zitomirer U.V., and Zitomirer Ladies Ben. Soc.

No. 1.
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

"Hui in China and in the United States,” "Ko in Japan and in the United
States,” " Esusu in Africa, Britain, and the Americas,” and "Rotating Credit as
a Tradition of Enterprise,” in Light, Ethnic Enterprise in America, 23-36.
Light's sociological study is a comparison of ethnic enterprise among the
Chinese, Japanese, and African-Americans in the United States. A major focus
of the work is to understand why economic entreprencurship seems more
common among the Chinese, Japanese, and blacks of West Indian heritage
than African-Americans born in the United States. This particular section is a
discussion of rotating credit associations found among the Chinese, Japanese,
and West Indian blacks. The last section of the reading is a brief assessment of
the impact of the credit association on the ability of minority groups to obtain
credit.

Suggested Uses: Immigrant History (how do groups adapt to the United States?),

African-American History (what are differences and similarities between
native-born and foreign born African-Americans?), Asian-American History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Group work

QOuestions:

2) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below
3) Biopoem on an institution

1) What are the origins of the rotating credit associations among the
Chinese, Japanese, and West Indian blacks?

2) What is the author’s suggestion about why native-born blacks do not
have such rotating credit associations? (For a possible type of rotating
credit association, found certainly in Harlem at one time, ask students to
investigate what were known as ‘rent’ partics).

3) What were the purposes of these rotating credit associations?

4) Why did immigrant groups use them in the United States?

5) Make a comparison of the rotating credit groups discussed in this
reading with the Hebrew free loan societies which were organized among
Jewish immigrants. How do such groups differ from each other? Do you
see any similarities among the groups? (Material on the free loan societies
is in the Assignments section of this project).

6) How do these associations reflect an effort at self-help and mutual aid?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

"Forward" and "Various Trades of Borrowers[1913]," in Joselit, Lending
Dignity, iii-v, 17, and "Free Loan Societies” and "The Credit Union
Movement Among The Jews Of new York City," in Ih_Lc;w_ish_(mn_
Register, 689-695, 727-731.

Josclit's work is a hlstory of the Hebrew Free Loan Society to commemorate
the hundredth anniversary of its founding in 1892. The forward of this work is
a brief history of the institution, and a document from 1913 lists the
occupation of some of the borrowers for that year. The material from the

M gives a brief history of free loan associations and the
credit union movement gmono Jews The reading in hath Taselif and the

Communal Register 1s wummanng ana cmrymg‘ me L&Mméi&mas
to see both advantages and disadvantages to free loan societies which Joselit
rightly points out were often much better than the loan sharking from which

small borrowers perpetually were relegated.

Suggested Uses: Immigrant History, Progressivism (how would progressive goals be

achieved through such institutions?).

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Biopoem on institutions

uestions:

2) Poem for two voices (compare free loan societies with
rotating credit associations; see material on rotating credit
associations in the Assignments section of this project).

3) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below
4) Group work comparing the free loan societies with the
rotating credit associations. What were the functions of each
organization? What were the goals of each type of
association? What were the advantages of each type of -
association? What were the disadvantages of each type of

society?

1) Why were free loan societies organized? What is the origin of the
concept of a free loan society?

2) Look at the "Various Trades of Borrowers” for 1913. What are the
occupations of most of the borrowers? What kinds of work do the
borrowers do--skilled, semi-skilled, unskilled? Who are the largest number
of borrowers listed? Why do you suppose they were borrowing money?
For what would they need to borrow money? By looking at this list, what
conclusions would you make about the Jewish community in 1913? What
were the goals of the borrowers? (Here you are making an educated
guess).

3) Why did some organize credit unions rather than free loan societies?
4) How do you think such organizations might benefit the Jewish
community? Were the organizations only for the benefit of the Jewish
community?
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ForeworD  JosetrT, LEMDIUG DIGNITY

Four hundred years after Columbus sailed

westward, eleven immigrants from Vilna se-

cured a footing in Manhattan’s Lower East

Side. Stirred by what they saw—how deeply

poverty could seep into the roots of a community—the group,

including one poet, met in their synagogue to act. '
The founders invoked an ancient tenet concerning revered

behavior, welcome acts that had helped their forbears to survive:

! Gemilath Chassodsm. Broadly conceived as “acts of loving-kind-

" riess” toward the individual, the community, or even the way-

farer of any creed, the doer of such a deed would not expect re-

- ward. That rubric embraces the act of lending without interest,

as set forth in Exodus.
The eleven neighbors amassed a total of $95 and opened for ‘

business under the name of the Hebrew Gemilath Chassodim .

Association of New York, later to be called the Hebrew Free

Loan Society. The original name embodied 2 new commitment °

to enduring values, which are still in play. |

Aware of the sensibilities of their neighbors, the founders

fashioned a set of standards to preserve the personal dignity of

the borrower: welcome with courtesy, interview in privacy, let

-..the purpose of the loan remain unmentioned.

N 'Loans started at 50¢ payable in 10 weekly installments of a
nickel each. Supporters became members for an annual fee of 33,
payable at the rate of 25¢ per month. For the borrowers, these
donated pennies became passports to their future. Their loans

were regarded as “obligations of honor.” Loans repaid meant
gar

loans remade.

A s10 loan paid for a pushcart license while a $50 loan en-
abled one to be a boss and open a tiny shop in one of the tene-
menc flats that lined the elevated railroad tracks, where men,

women, and children did piece work on garments. Their slack

season was the worst of all seasons, when income stopped for the

' job-hbldér§ and job-makers alike. Facing eviction, hunger, and
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illness, for them, the Hebrew Free Loan Society became their |
lifeline. |

A renowned philanthropist saw the Society’s considerate
approach as “amongst the most important constructive work
done in this community.” His first gift of 100 in 1893, plus a se-
ries of impressively larger ones, seeded the Society’s Perpetual
Loan Fuhd.

The generally unheralded work of the Society, when dis-
covered by Fortune, in 1938, prompted the magazine to call it
“... one of the most remarkable philanthropic institutions in the
United States.”

How it was possible for this fledgling in philanthropy to
have continued unbroken for one hundred years, dispensing
over $108,000,000 in interest-free loans to over one million
families challenges belief. Lending Dignity makes the reader be-
come a believer. . '

Dr. Jenna Weissman Joselit has written more than a his-

tory. Her study portrays the faces and forces that have shaped a

significant institution and its community through turbulent eras.

Moving examples reveal how the Society responded to eco-

nomic, social, and cultural change with innovative programs and

flexible approaches, yet scrupulously preserving its vision of phi-
lanthropy: a marriage of aid and considerateness.

This study also connects the leading actors in the Society
from then to now, pre-eminent among them Abraham Gribetz,
the Society’s executive director for forty-eight years. As a result

of his courtesy, clarity, and candor, Mr. Gribetz proved that phi-

lanthropy could not only mellow banking practices but also cre- -

ate lasting friendships. In 1941, shortly after my appointment to ~

the State Board of Mediation as a mediator, Mr. Gribetz, who

had known me only as a borrower, invited me to his office for a

chat, During the course of our conversation, we exchanged life’s

philosophies and recounted personal experiences. At one point, I

revealed that I did nort use a regular check-book. Forthwith, my
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"host telephoned the vice-president of the bank used by the
Society to facilitate my opening a checking account. That con-
versation, the first of many, molded a friendship tha lasted for
decades.

Over the past one hundred years, the Society’s clientele ha

changed. When jobless, borrowers of an earlier era faced evictio

for failure to pay rent. Today, they may lose their homes for il
ure to pay mortgages. Today's borrowers include retirees and
their new emergencies, with drastically reduced income and
unimagined health costs. Additional current challenges to social
resources include the influx of Russian refugees who again will
be helped by the Society as their predecessors were helped one
hundred years ago. In tremulous times, refugees are moving evi-
dence.of the will to survive. They will be welcomed by a tried
agency.

This history of the Hebrew Free Loan Society touches on
each of its distinguishing features: an idea to move the hearr; a
devoted, imaginative board; a knowledgeable administration; a
humane and diligent staff,

If chis image be true, may the oncoming years sustain it.

— Julius J. Manson
Professor Emeritus, Baruch College
City University of New York
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INTRODUCTION

The Hebrew Free Loan Society occupies “a
unique place among our institutions,” related

the American Hebrew, a leading Angio-]ewish

newspaper, in 1900, pointing to its widespread

popularity among New York’s Jews. Several thousand dues-pay-

ing members and.supportcrs, the majority residents of the Lower
East Side, thronged the Society’s annual meetings, “hangfing]

upon every word of the voluminous and verbose report of the

o5
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When it came to signing
promissory notes, borrowers
cither used their English and
Yiddish names or simply left
a mark, The Hebrew Free

Loan Socicty of New York

s

executive officer, which he in turn reads with a gusto and a sense
of pride that comes from work well performed and appreciated

by those for whom it is done.™

Nearly a century later, in 1992, that sense of pride contin-
ues to animate and to define the sensibility of the Hebrew Free
Loan Society and its supporters as they mark the organization’s

centennial. An unusual blend of the chari;able and the fiduciary,

. the Society has been in continuous existence since 1892, granting
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“timely aid” in the form of an interest-free loan to a broad swath
of New Yorkers—businessmen, housewives, writers, musicians,
journalists, public officials, lawyers—or what the Society has
called “sturdy folk in need of a friendly helping hand.”

In the course of its distinguished, if unheralded, one hun-
dred-year-old history, the Hebrew Free Loan Society has dis-
pensed more than $107,998,227.00 to hundreds of thousands of
borrowers and inaugurated a series of creative community-wide
loan programs while maintaining throughout a consistently
modest, self-effacing profile. In fact, the Society’s deeply rooted
avoidance of publicity and its eschewal of fanfare has prompted
more than one American Jewish communal leader to comment
that “the only fault I can find about your society is that it is not
sufficienty known,” a state of affairs that this essay hopes, in
large measure, td correct.?

Betokening a radical departure from practices in both the
philanthropic and banking communities, Hebrew Free Loan’s
policy of granting modest, interest-free loans, ranging over time
from 50 cents to $5,000, became an enduring article of faith as
well as a sustaining mode of operation. As one supporter related,
“it is as much a feeling as an institution.” While some believed
in the efficacy of material relief, preferring the dole to the
Society’s “gifts,” and others extolled the chastening effects of an
interest-bm‘ring loan, Hebrew Free Loan always has insisted on
the lasting economic, social and civic value of an iﬁterest—ﬁee loan
or what Society officials like to call an “obligation of honor.”
The charter of the Hebrew Free Loan Society put it this way:
“To loan money to those in need, instead of giving alms, and
thus assist respectable people whose character and self-respect
will not permit them to reccive alms but who will accept a loan
which they can repay....” As this document suggests, notions of
“self-respect” and “dignity,” as well as an ongoing concern for
the applicant’s humanity, have generously peppered the Society’s
pronouncements over the past one hundred years, attesting to

the collective hold such notions exert on its imagination.
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X Rev. Hirsch Masliansky,

‘ the “Yiddish Henry
Ward Beecher” of 20th

. century American Jewry,

was an avid supporter of

the Hebrew Free Loan

Saciety. YIVO Institute

for Jewish Research
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“The great object of our Institution,” explained Julius
Dukas, the Society’s third and long-term president, in 1921, “dif-
fers essentially from other Institutions in nature, operation and
utility. Our aim is deeper than charity, better than asylums or

almshouses, of more comfort than hospitals. Our aim is not alone

. to reach the bodies of the needy, but the mind.... We provide the

needy,” he concluded, “with the means to provide for them-
selves.”® In much the same spirit, and drawing on a similar com-
parison, Rev. Hirsch Masliansky, the “Yiddish Henry Ward
Béecher” of early twentieth century American Jewry, colorfully

extolled the society’s virtues at a pub-

lic meeting. After likening the
United Hebrew Charities, the
largest of New York’s Jewish
social agencies before World
War 1, to a hospital, from
which, he insisted, “one never
fully recovers from one’s stay,”
the preacher compared the He-
brew Free Loan Society to an out-
patient clinic (or what was then called a

dispensary), from which most visitors emerged relatively un-

scathed. “But when the man is still standing and needs just a litde

help to keep him so.. .then there need be no maiming, no opera-
tion, he can preserve his self respect, his manhood. This dispen-
sary,” he concluded, referrring homiletically to the Hebrew Free
Loan Society., “prevents sickness, [and] inquests and it preserves
respect and prevents schnorrers.™”

In many instances, not least in its prevention of schnorrers,
the Society represented “something of a nbvelty in New York
communal life.”® One of the earliest communal institutions
founded by members of New York’s “downtown” immigrant
Jewish community at the turn of the century, the Hebrew Free:
Loan Society or the Hebrew Gemilath Chassodim Association, as

it was first known, tangibly demonstrated the ability of Lower
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East Side residents to take care of their own while also symbolizing The Hebrew Free Loan

Saciety grew out of the

that community’s much-vaunted sense of independence and self-
sufficiency. “The Socicty is largely supported by members of the Jewish immigrant experi-
o . . . «y . ence on the Lower East
very class that uses it, explained its president. “It is, we can claim
Side. General View of the

with justice, a monument of gratitude for benefits received, the . _
Williamsburg Bridge.

helped becoming the helpers. the beneticiaries the benefactors.™ :
N Delancey Street. 1906.

In its early years, in fact, both the “helped” and the “help- Collections of the Munici-
ers” came fom the Lower East Side. Supporters, endorsers, inves- pal Archives of the City of
tigators, collectors, board members, as well as borrowers, were New York

neighborhood people. Philip H. Samilson, the organization’s first
president, lived on East Broadway as did board member Harry
Fischel, while Israel Rokeach of the Finance Committee called

Market Street home. Neighborhood residents and members such |
as Mrs. Rose Cohen of 164 Madison Street, J. Rubin of9{4 Allen |
Strect and M. Bernstein of 174%2 Bowery eagerly monitored the

Society’s activities, volunteering their time as unpaid investigators

and workers, enthusiastically attending yearly meetings and dis-

playing their public support. “What I particularly admire in this

society, in this work,” related Adolph Lewisohn, a pillar of New 4
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Attorney Street, in the
heart of the Lower East
Side, ca. 1908. Collections
of the Municipal Archives

of the City of New York

Adolph Lewisohn, a pillar-
of New York’s German
Jewish philanthropic com-
munity, repeatedly and
publicly endorsed the

Saciety’s work. The He-

brew Free Loan Society of

New York

York’s uptown or German Jew-
ish establishment, “is that it is
carried on by the downtown ele-
ment and is not dependent
upon the uptown Jews. I don’t
think that we ought to draw a
line berween the downtown Jew
and the uptown Jew,” he added,

doing just that, “but it is most gratify-

 ing to see that the East Siders practically support this institution

and they are doing it well. It is a mistake when some people say
that they are not doing their duty to their brethren. | know,” he
concluded, referring explicitly to the Hebrew Free Loan Society, '
“that theyare doing it in a creditable manner.”

While the “brethren” of the Lower East Side might not
have adopted Lewisohn’s rhetoric, they certainly shared his as-
sessment of the Society’s functional and symbolic value and in.
short olrdcr valorized it as one of their own “pet institutions,” or

what one contemporary more aptly called “unzer [our] soci-
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ety.”" Membership, purchased at.
the relatively steep price of $3 a
year but paid out in installments
of 25 cents a month, grew rapidly,
from a “handful” in 1892 to 750
within five years. Before the Soci-
ety ceased functioning as a mem-
bership organization—the sus-
pension of membership activities
was a prerequisite for joining
New York’s Federation of Jewish
Philanthropies in 1917—it
boasted more than seven thou-
sl memtters

Members ook dheir respon-

sibilities so seriously in fact that

artendance at annual membership meetings routinely exceeded a
thousand persons. At one such gathering, in 1901, “the police had
to be called to keep out members and their friends, because the
hall was already full,” reported one slighdy bemused newspaper
reporter, adding “would that the members of our uptown institu-
tions exhibited a fraction of such personal interest in the societies
they support.”* When, in 1907, the Society dedicated its own
building at 108 Second Avenue, the event assumed a kind of
communal importance. “It was like an East Side festival,” re-
ported one contemporary, “and the East Side seems to have
turned out to do honor to and rejoice in its pet institution.” An- .
other eyewitness related that “the Hebrew Free Loan Society has
prospered because it has the respect and the confidence of the .
community. It is the entire community chat works with us.”*
‘Bound by and rooted in a strong sense of community, the
Hebrew Free Loan Society over time transcended its original geo-
graphical boundaries, extending its assistance to both Jews and
non-Jews throughout the greater metropolitan area. It came to

O _1ta new type of exchange, at once social and economic,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

During the early years

* of the Socicty, annual
mcctings were held at
the Educational Alliance,
YIVO Institute for

Jewish Research

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

6

182

The Soc
meeting
drawal
stastic m
Institutc

Rescarcl

An e
Society™
Book re
prowing
Building
Hebrew

Society -



years

inual
1d ar
\liance.

r

6

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The Saciety’s annual
meetings tended to
draw a large and enthu-
siastic audience. YIVO
Institute for Jewish

Research

An entry in the
Society's 1907 Minute
Book refers to the
growing capital of the
Building Fund. The
Hebrew Free Loan

Society of New York
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nization and with it, a new type
of relationship between donor and beneficiary.

Inventive in its approach to money, Hebrew Free Loan en-
dowed its loans with the quality of “special money,” a category
of fungible exchange that had a kind of extra-economic, higher
moral significance; by doing so, it removed the social stigma cus-
tomarily attached to receiving a loan from a charitable institu-
tion." Where loans distributed by the United Hebrew Charities,

say, were viewed as a form of material relief chat stigmatized the
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applicant, branding him or her as economi-
cally unstable or emotionally maladjusted,
Hebrew Free Loan Society loans were so-
cially neutral; they did not taint or diminish
the borrower for they were neither hand-
outs nor gifts. “You are performing the ex-
alted duty of brotherhood, not by giving

alms or stimulating pauperism, but by acts

of justice which leave no sting of shame or of humiliation,”
wrote an admiring Louis Marshall in 1913, adding some-
what floridly that the Society’s efforts “arouse a sense of
manhood both on the part of him who is aided and of him
who lends a helping hand.™® The objective of the Society’s

loans was essengially a non-monetary one: to cement per-

. mUd ing Fund.

HEBREW FREE LOAN ASS'N

tos B(OOND AVENUE

This fe to certify \hal///( /4/(( //;«f

is duly authorized to receive contribvutions for the

/ o(ll.l .Pr u.

All money -l{ be acknowledged by the
Treasurer of the Building Fund. MR. DAVID
BLOOK and printed in our Annual Report.

i T Bulling gzl

H

sonal relationships and to solidify the community. When

disbursed by the Society, money was not an end in itself but a

kind of social contract, ensuring stability. “The Hebrew Free Loan

Society, one newspaper astutely observed in 1927, provides “practi-

cal encouragement not to be calculated in mere terms of dollars

and cents.”"”
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Prior to World War |,
the United Hebrew
Charitics, at Second
Avenuc and 21st

Street, served as New:
York’s preeminent
Jewish philambropic
agency. YIVO Institue

for Jewish Rescarch
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After yeurs of moving,
from one rented space to
another, the Society in
1907 faunched a snccessful
fund-raising drive to
acquire its own building
at 108 Scecond Avene.
Sender Jarmulowsky, onc
ol the l.mvc‘r East Side's
leading bankers, contril-
uted $250 to the campaign,
The Hebrew Free Loan

Socicty of New York
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HRartous Brades of Borrowers

Actors ........
ARENtS .......iiiiieennnn.
Apron MIg.......co0vuuuen.
Artists ... ... .oivinann...
Auctioneers ................

Bakers .....ccvcvevenennnn.
Barbers ....c.iiiniennnnnn.
Bartenders ......cv0venen.n.
Belt Makers........cc00ene.
Bicycle Makers.............
Blacksmiths ......000neenen.
Blockers ..cuceerisinenenen.
Rookbinders ....cooveveene.
Bookkeepers .........c.ee...
Book Store Keepers........
Bricklayers

Brush Makers......cc......
Builders ..e.vevivececnane.s
Dutchers ..ocvvveecencanens
Butter & Egg Dealers.......
Button Hole Makers........
Button Makers..............
Button MIg.....ocvuvenennns

Cigar Makers...............
Cigar MIg.....ovivvnennnnn.
Cleaners ...cvvvvninnennnnn.
Clerks . .overeivicncncennnas
Cloak Makers......c........
Coal Men....covvvevennnnn.
Collectors ...uvvuennnenenn..
Compositors. ...............
Conductors .......cceeeens.
Contractors ...........e....
Cork Makers.......ocuu....
Crockery Dealers...........
Cutters .. ...oovvvninnnnnnnn

Decorators ................
Delicatessen Store Keepers. .
CNIStS ... vieitenencnnnee
Designers .........coecvenns
Diamond Setters...........
Dress Makers..
Drivers .......

DruggistS ...c.vcvnencnenn..
Dry Gdods Dealers.........

Electricians ......0c0uuueen.
Embroiderers ..............
Engineers ........cc..ee..
Engravers ..

S
317
10

4
10
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Examiner «..c.vivenennnnens
Expressmen ..........v.....

Feather Curlers.............

IFEMEN t.veveeernnnccnnnns
Fish Dealers ...ccovveveenes
Florists ..vcvvernnnnnennes
Foremen ....ecevevunnnnenes
Fruit Dealers...c...eveueene.
Furniture Dealers..........
Furriers voevevecicnneceness

Gasfitters ....cveevnnenennns
Glaziers .....vcveeenenenens
Glove Makers...c.ovuveenen
Grocers ...ecuievsecnceeces
Guards ...veevereninenennne

Hair Dressers..............
Hair Goods Mig............
Harness Makers............
Hat Frame Makers........
Hatters ....ccceveinnnnnnnnas
Herring Dealers............
Housewives ...............

Importers .vovvevuinneennnns
Inspectors ....cvvevveennnn.
Interpreters ..ovvvienennnenn
Iron Workers......o00u.unn

Janitors . .......iieae.....
fewelers

obbers ..
Journalists ...........
Junk Dealers..............

Keéoen
Knitters .........0.e......

Laborers .........
Lamp Makers..
Laundry Men..
Lawyers .....
Leather Dealers.........
Letter Carriers.....
Liquor Dealers.............
Lithographers ..............

ksmiths ..........
Lunch Room Keepers.......

Machinists ............ teeee

ANARErS ... .ievinennononns
Miftk Dealers...............
Milliners ............... vee
Mineral Water Mfg.........
Miscellaneous ..............
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Source:  Chan, Asian-Americans, 63-78
This is a brief, interpretive history of Asian-Americans. The chapter
reproduced here is a description of the communal organizations that five
groups of Asian immigrants to this country, Japanese, Chinese, Filipinos,
Koreans, and Asian Indians, developed to acclimate and sustain themselves in

this country.

Sugpested Uses: Immigration History (how are the actions of Asian immigrants
similar to and different_from the actions of other immigrant groups?), Asian-
American History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Question and answer based on questions below
2) Group work, dividing the work based on the particula,
Asian group, and determining similarities and differences
among the diverse groups. Use questions 1-4 for each group
separately, followed by question 5 for a whole group
discussion.
3) Poem for two voices (comparing two Asian groups)

Questions: 1) In general, why did Asian immigrant groups form associations and
societies? Did their purposes differ from other immigrant groups?
2) What kind of associations and societies were formed?
3) What purposes did these groups have?
4) Who belonged to these societies?
5) What were the differences and similarities among different Asian
immigrant groups in the formation of these societies?
6) Do these associations reflect what are considered traditional 'American’
values?
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Constitution Qd General Laws of the St_xm g[and temple Grand United

of Toussaint 1. Samue the and
‘Brotherhood of Ethiopia, in American Emn@ Socxetv (New York: Harlem

Printing Studio, 1927)

This document is located in the Schomburg Library, New York City. The
organization was a society that apparently hoped to have a number of purposes
which can be ascertained from the document. How successful this organization
was is unknown. This was the only reference in the Schomburg Library and
the only one that I could find.

Suggested Uses: 1920's (compare to Babbitt and the interest in joining societies that

is evident in that novel), Jim Crow segregation (there were many organizations
like this already existing. why did blacks not join those organizations?), Great
Migration (why might a group like this be easier to organize in the North than
the South?), African-American History (how does this group compare to the
other mutual aid groups that blacks had organized? See the documents in the
Assignments section of this project on the Afric-American Female Literary
Society and New York African Society for Mutual Relief)

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Choral reading of selected passages (marked with brackets)

and making into group poems

2) Biopoem based on an organization

3) Poem with two voices, compared to another organization
of similar goals from another ethnic group, say a
landsmanshafin or the Congreso Mexicanista, both of which
are documents in the Assignments section of this project.

1) What were the purposes of this organization?

2) Why would they choose the name Toussaint L'Ouverture for their
organization? Why is Ethiopia their model?

3) Many similar organizations in other ethnic groups have established sick
insurance and death benefit societies. Why do these organizations
concentrate on sick and death benefits? What is the importance of death in
a society?

4) Who can join? How are funds raised? Why are officers given titles of
grandeur?

5) Afier reading excerpts from the pamphlet, do you think groups like this
are important?

6) What obstacles to success might such organizations face?

7) Why would African-Americans create their own group rather than
Jjoining an established group?
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PREFACE

4t has been encouraged by the Supreme Maker of the
Universe to inspire into mankind the sincereity and love
of his Creator; to unite Friendship and Brotherly love
towards one another, and to encourage Peace, and Har-
mony, and Charity to all his neighbors. The virtue of the
Holy Trinity is to love ye one another, and to do unto alt
men as ye wish to be done by. The Grand United Order
of Toussaint L'Ouverture, Samuel Unity, Incorporated in
the mystic rights and the brotherhood and sisterhood of
Ethiopia, and now stand in virtue of its united protection
through the Holy Trinity of freedom and the liberty of
man, through the spirit of the Supreme Architect, the
author and finisher of the universe, has declared it unto
all men to watch as the shepherd watched his flock.

We have formed ourselves in a bond of fraternity; for
the purpose of relieving our people and their agitated
minds, and to smooth the wrinkles of our happy fra-
ternity; we learn the lesson of Justice; wherefore we
praise the name of our great Supreme God: in brotherly
love and sympathy to the poor and needy; we learn to give
and lend to all. Let us just act as an incentive means
whereby to provide for the relief of our sick and the
burying of our dead, thus becoming a support to the help-
less, and comfort to our bereaved brothers and sisters.
For ages Societies have been organized; we the sons and
daughters of Ethiopia, has been receiving the form and
instruction of all the fraternal societies of far and near,
but at last, through the providence of that All Seeing, we
have formed to create our own instructions and to give to
our fellow brethren of the world for their objects, those vir-
tues which elevate and adorn the human heart.

Amongst them stand Toussaintism, which has been in
existence for centuries having received the support of the
wisest and best men. Toussaintism teaches us to have
faith in duty which is charity to all widows and orphans,
the best of all is, Love, Unity and Protection. For God
is our father, and we his children; in Him, is our trust.)

THE EXECUTIVE BODY.

W. H. James ....cc.cvieeencocccnsccanssccsanans President
F. G. Lewis ..... Leccecsesssscsacaroscosensonse Secretary
L. Bailey .ceeeiiieeniieersccsvoscsccancoccancans Treasurer




»o

e pe—

v e

: SUPREME GRAND TEMPLE S
Order Rule
PART 1
Constitution and General Laws

Section 1. This Society, hereinafter referred to as the
Order, and shall be known as the Grand United Order of
Toussaint L'Quverture, Samuel Unity, mystic rights and
brotherhood of Ethiopia, Incorporated under the State laws
of New York, in the United States of America.

—>  Sec. 2LThis Society shall be divided into four branches:

First, A Juvenile Palace for children from two to seven-
teen years; second, Temple for male and Court for female;
third, a pass officers Council; fourth, Sir Knights and
Uniform Rank Department. This Order is composed of a
Supreme Grand Temple, District Grand Temples and Grand
Temples, Subordinate Temples, Executive and Legislative
body of the Order.

Sec. 3. First, tfe Supreme Grand Temple is the Execu-
tive and Legislative body of the order; second, the District
Grand Temple, is a combination of the Grand Temple un-
der one district; third, a Grand Temple is the Legislative
body of the Subordinate Temples within its jurisdiction.
In the Constitution and By-Laws of the Order, we provide
for the sick and distressed members. There is a funeral
fund, a treasurer’s fund, a management fund, and such fund
or funds are raised and maintained according to law. Each
Subordinate Temple and Court shall pay its own sick
claims and pass on the amount of such claims to be paid—
death claims and all other such claims that may come
before them.

Sec. 4{The Supreme Grand Temple pays, in case of death,
a sum of fifty dollars, which shall be paid to defray the
expenses of burial, provided the member is not in arrears
in dues. On paying the sum of ten per cent monthly, from
each member, collected by the Worthy Scribe, and for-
warded to the Supreme Grand Department, as there shall
be an increase in the near future, this claim shall be for
the protection of the Order and its members.

Aim and Objects.

Girst, the particular objects for which the Order is to be
formed, are to promote the principles of friendship and
brotherhood among its members, and to be practiced in
the territory in which its operations are to be principally
conducted—in the territories of the United States of Amer-
ica. »Second, the town, village or city in which its prin-
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CONSTITUTION AND GENERAL LAWS
Of The
GRAND UNITED ORDER OF TOUSSAINT
L’'OUVERTURE
' SAMUEL UNITY
MYSTIC RITES AND BROTHERHOOD OF
ETHIOPIA, IN AMERICA

ORGANIZED JANUARY 6th, 1921
By SAMUEL E. HINDS end CO-WORKERS

As a member of this Grand and Noble Order of Tous-
saint. Let us pray to the Great Jehovah, Master of the
Universe, that He may give us wisdom, and knowledge,
and understapding faith to undergo our daily journey
through life. {In the undertaking of bringing about this or-
ganization for race-pride, and service for men, women and
children throughout the world; with Principle, Faith, Hope
and Charity, with the knowledge of learning to know our-
selves and to do the things that are right to humanity, and
to realize that this Grand United Order is a power of four
hundred million men and women marching forward, to the
uplift of a future idea in love, and unity, feeling the care
of brotherly love, in the knowledge of Ethiopia, under the
progress of a divine wisdom, and love of the Saviour, which
sh:«xlll be our chief delight as our foundation is, love ye one .
another.

This 'book of laws is given with the paragraphs made
into sections, which are drawn by the Executive Commit-
tee, and passed, to be the full government of the Grand
United Order of Toussaint L’Ouverture, Samuel Unity,
throughout the world. '

We, the officers and members in special session, meet in
the name of the Supreme Grand Temple, free and acrepted -
to the Grand United Order of Toussaint L'Ouverture,
Samuel Unity, M. R. B. H. of E. We here sign this Book
of Laws, which shall be the power for the management and
government of all temples and courts throughout the entire

ths members are filled with the Divine Spirit of
the Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man, where the
principles of the brotherhood of man are made perfect and
complete, its cardinal virtues are to aid the sick and injured,
bury the dead and to carry the sunlight of this Order
throughout the globe.

.<I'his order teaches how to become a free man, a citizen
in "every country, in which you live and reside. It also
teaches the right of true freedom, and practical Christianity
it also gives to the poor, for sustainment which hold high’
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Supreme Grand Temple 9

above all other things pertaining to humanity. It holds
as high as hope, as the great throbbing stars abote the deep
blue sea of the dead. It teaches the love of God, the love
of your country and the love of brotherhood.—Samuel E.
Hinds, S. G. C., Founder and Organizer.

LAWS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
GRAND UNITED ORDER OF TOUSSAINT
L'OUVERTURE, SAMUEL UNITY,

IN AMERICA.

LAW 1.

Name and Object.

Section 1. The Name and Object of this Society shall
be known as the Grand United Order of Toussaint L'Ouver-
ture, Samuel Unity, in America, Inc, in Mystic Rites and
Brotherhood of Ethopia, to be known from coast to coast
and held in high esteem and respect by all mankind.

Sec. 2. ill‘o all who knew Toussaint he was kind, loving
and gentletnanly in manner. Candor an devotion to racial
uplift were his outstanding characteristics,>He was a trusted
and respected employee of the great firm of Ovington
Brothers, as a Man and a Brother brave and a genius to
his fellow brethren. {Throughout his career, as a comman-
der, exerted his influence to preserve their lives. Upon
entering military life his promotion was rapid, as he pos-
sessed all the requisites of a great commander and leader,
having risen to a generalship, because of his many suc-
cesses, France and the world at large acknowledged his
rank and tendered to him a commission as commander-in-
chief of the armies and Temple of San Domingo, a member
of one of a certain order; a title of honor; piece in chess—
to-create a Knight Templar to be in union with the rules
and regulations laid down by the Supreme Grand Temple.
The object of the order shall be for the raising of funds
for the relief of its members, when in sickness, lamed, or
disabled, and for insuring a sum of money to assist in
defraying the expenses of burials, to be paid to the widow,
legal executors, administrators, or assigns of a member
deceased, or to assist in defraying the expenses of the
burial of a wife, husband or child of a member, who shall
be subject always to the laws and following rules and regu-
lation of the order, also to provide necessary funds for the
carrying on of the business of the order according to the
General Laws herein enacted.

Sec. 3. At each national meeting there shall be elected
by the National Assembly of the Supreme Grand Temple a
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Supreme Grand Temple 39

day, their railroad fare, and sleeping car fare and no more
while going to, attended upon, returning from the assem-
bly of the Supreme Grand Temple.

Sec. 5. The full board shall meet only twice per year,
but nothing therein shall prevent the Supreme Grand Tem-
ple from holding special meetings in keeping with the other
provisions of the Supreme General Laws.

Sec. 6. Before any money shall be paid to any member
of the Supreme for railroad and sleeping car expenses, the
Supreme Grand Commander and Supreme Grand Scribe
and two of the Supreme Grand Trustees shall obtain from
the ticket agent company of the railroad having the most
direct route to travel to and from the homes of the various
members of the Supreme Grand Temple, the actual railroad
fare and sleeping car fare to and from the homes of such
members, and the number of days necessary to make the
trip; and the Supreme Grand Temple shall allow such rail
road fare and sleeping car fare and no more. The per diem
shall only be allowed for such time as is actually consumed
in making the journey back in attending to the business of
the Supreme Grand Temple, and any member making a .
trip to the Supreme Grand Session other than the person
directed, or stopping over en route to or from such session,
they shall not be allowed for such days or such additional
fare if there be any.

Sec. 7. The Supreme Grand Temple shall publish in the
quarterly magazine Circle the railroad fare and sleeping
car fare, and per diem in separate items to date.

LAW XLVIIL—ARTICLE 9.

- <Our Grand and Noble United Order of Toussaint L'Ou-

verture, Samuel Unity, Mystic Rites and Brotherhood of
Ethiopia, Incorporated, the Order is perpetuated as a .fra-
ternal organization; that its government may be provided
for, that the welfare of happiness and liberty of its mem-
bers at heart to promote the honor and interest of the
Order, and to establish a better understanding of char-
acter and brotherly love of Ethiopia, to enhance that noble-
ness of soul and happiness of mind be cultivated; in the
principles of friendship, love, unity, and protection, and to
be charitable to all mankind, and that brotherly love and
fidelity be inculcated and that its members and their fami-
lies be assisted by the secret hearts of our fraternality.>

Sec. 2. The principles of the Grand United Order of
Tdussaint L'Ouverture is to promote peace and happiness
among its brcthrens>

PIREE PR I
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Grand United Or&ér of Toussaint L’Ou;enure'
LAW XLVIII—-ARTICLE 10

Section 1. Any person who desires to become 2 member
of the Order, shall be enlisted with an application for his
or her admittance to membership, ‘with a certificate of
health, from a practicing physician who shall be a member
of this Order, and if there's one in the jurisdiction of the
temple. He shall pay into the said temple not less than
Five ($5.00) Dollars, one-half of which shall be paid upon
presentation of application for admission, and the other
half on the night of his or her initation, and in case any
temple shall receive any person or persons as a candidate
who shall become a member thereof for less than the sum
of Five ($5.00) Dollars such temple or temples shall pay
the sum of Five ($5.00) Dollars into the General Funds
of the Supreme Grand Temple and the member so initiated

_shall not be entitled to the liberty or any of the advantages

of the Order until this article be strictly complied with.

Sec. 2. Any application for membership received into a
temple and on recciving three or more black balls shall be
declared rejected.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Deputy Master of
Works of the District Subordinate Temples to ascertain
whether or not the applicant has been rejected by any other
temple within six months preceding his or her application.
In case any temple shall initiate any person who has been
so rejected by a sister temple in the jurisdiction of the
Order, said temple shall be fined and shall pay ‘the Order
the sum of Ten ($10.00) Dollars, and the member so initi-
ated shall be declared an illegal member. '

Sec. 4. Any temple that initiates a candidate after a
legal objection has been made by another temple, shall, upon
proof, forfeit its charter to the Supreme Grand Temple and
Supreme Grand Commander on demand. '

Sec. 5. Any member who may have been suspended
from membership in his or her temple for non-payment of
dues, and who shall make application for reinstatement
within six months and shall accompany his or her applica-
tion with all assessment and taxes up to the date of his or
her application and a doctor’s certificate, may be balloted
for at a regular meeting upon a motion of any member
present, but after six months shall have elapsed each ap-
plication from the person suspended shall be referred to an
investigation committee, in like manner as an original ap-
plication; if the application is made within six months after
suspension it will require a majority of the votes cast to
elect; but after that time it will require but three black

213



ASSIGNMENT SHEET

This is a compilation of writings on politics, literary criticism, poetry, book
reviews, race, black history, art, and Marcus Garvey that appeared in Garvey's
Negro World newspaper. This newspaper, a publication of the largest Pan-
African group ever organized, printed a wide selection of articles that
emphasized the significance of black self-help, black pride, and black history
for the African-American community and the numerous Universal Negro
Improvement Association chapters outside the United States. The selection
used is an article by Marcus Garvey about the goals blacks should have for

themselves.

Suggested Uses: 1920's (what do the ideas of Garvey and their popularity within the

black community say about the African-American community in the 1920's?),
African-American History (compare the ideas of Garvey with those of other
prominent African-American leaders, Washington, DuBois, King, Malcolm X,
Martin Delaney, Frederick Douglass, Nat Turmner).

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Role Play-using this and some other information, a teacher

could have a student represent Garvey to the class. If a
teacher wanted another voice in the same role play, the
teacher could have DuBois or a Klansman, Wesley Hiram
Evans, in role play as well

2) Silent reading using the choral technique of selecting three
words, phrases, or sentences and then have groups in class
put together their quotations to reconstitute the document for
presentation to class

1) What goals does Garvey want blacks to pursue?

2) What attitudes does Garvey demand that blacks have about themselves?
3) How does Garvey expect blacks to achieve? _

4) Compare the ideas of Garvey to those of African-American leaders
mentioned in Suggested Uses.
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

Char, The Bamboo Path, 174-178, 220-223

ource:
This is the story of Tin Yuke Char and his writings on the life of the Chinese
in Hawati. Most of the segments are succinct. The two readings selected are on
immigrant Chinese societies and Chinese newspapers in Hawati.
Suggested Uses: Immgration History, Asian-American History
Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Teacher/Student discussion
2) Group work comparing the activities of other ethnic
groups and their development of societies and use of
newspapers (see the Chan chapter on social organizations
among immigrant Asians in the Assignments section of this
project).
Questions: 1) For what reasons did the Chinese organize these societies and

newspapers in Hawaii?

2) What were the goals of these immigrants in coming to Hawaii? How did
they feel about being in America?

3) Do you think these societies and newspapers were successful in their
purposes? why or why not?

219
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET

ource:  "Uptown" and "El Paso Del Norte, Chuppies,” in Santoli, New Americans,
115-123, 289-292.
Santoli's book is an oral history of recent immigrants to the United States. It is
a valuable source of information about the feclings and attitudes of recent
immigrants to this country. The two selections here are excerpted from the
stories of a Vietnamese refuge family in Chicago (115-123) and a Mexican-
American family in El Paso (289-292). The purpose of these two selections is
to indicate that self-help and mutual aid are still important in an era when the
government is frequently considered a source of last resort for immigrants.

Suggested Uses: Modem U. S. History (responses t0 Amenca), immrant History

Pedagogical Suggestions: 1) Role Play (take the interviews and let the student create the
character for a question and answer period in class; this also

could be done with students who are immmigrants or the
children of immigrants if they are comfortable doing it).

2) Biopoem

3) Poem for two voices

4) Teacher/student discussion based on the questions below.

Questions: 1) What problems did the Nguyen family face when they arrived in this
country?
2) How did cultural differences create tensions?
3) What kinds of groups did the Vietnamese immigrants organize in their
community? What was the purpose of those groups?
4) What has been the consequence of these self-help activities on the part
of the Vietnamese?
5) What changes have occurred in the lives of the Vietnamese refugees?
6) What has been the reaction of the Caballero to living in the United
States?
7) What group is Cesar Caballero involved in? What are his motivations
for being involved in community organizations?
8) What is evidence of the pride of the Caballero family?
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+ - The annotations for these works are found in the Classroom Materials and
Assignments section of this project.

* - These works were either used minimally or the author thought that they might
be useful for future investigations. Some are works for which the author had
citations, but was unabile to find.

Acuna, Rodolfo. Occupied America: A History of Chicanos, 3rd edition. New
York: Harper and Row, 1988.

This is a very good history of Chicanos. There are brief descriptions of
mutualistas in various parts of the Southwest as well as good introductory
accounts of other aspects of Mexican-American history.

Burrell, W. P. Twenty-Five Years History of the Grand Fountain of the United
Order of True Reformers, 1881-1905. Richmond: Grand Fountain. United
Order of True Reformers, 1909.

This is an account of the early years of the United Order of True Reformers,
an African-American mutual aid society that apparently was successful for a
number of years, starting in Virginia and later expanding. Its services include
sick and death benefits as well as a savings bank.

Carson, Emmett. "Black Volunteers As Givers and Fundraisers.” Paper prepared
for the Center for the Study of Philanthropy, City University of New York,
Conference on "Volunteers and Fundraisers,” November 14, 1990.

This paper is a nice introduction to the current activities of African-Americans
involved in philanthropic and charitable associations.

Chan, Sucheng. Asian Americans: An Interpretive History. Boston: Twayne
Publishers, 1991.

This is brief, perceptive history of Asian Americans. The information on Asian
community organizations is excellent as is the bibliography. Portions of this
could be used with high school students. The bibliography for the chapter on
community organizations is comprehensive and contains numerous citations
that would be useful for future studies of community organizations.

Char, Tin-Yuke. The Bamboo Path: | ife and Writings of a Chinese in Hawaii.

Honolulu: Hawaii Chinese History Center, 1977. +

Char, Tin-Juke and Wai Jane. Chinese Historic Sites and Pioneer Families of
the Island of Hawaii. Honolulu: Hawaii Chinese History Center, 1983
This is a brief introduction to the Chinese of Hawaii through a discussion of
early families and early mutual aid societies. The histories of the associations
are brief.



Chi Historic Si | Pj Eamilies of Rural Oahu.
Honolulu: Hawaii Chinese History Center, 1988. *

Clawson, Mary Ann. Constituting Brotherhood: Class, Class, and Fratemalism.

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989.

This book focuses on fratemal orders and their policies in regard to class and
gender. There is some discussion of the insurance policies that many of
these organizations developed.
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