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OVERVIEW

This publication provides a compilation of statistical information covering degrees conferred in

Pennsylvania colleges and universities. It contains information on a variety of aspects of graduates

including the number of degrees conferred by institutional category, sex, race and level of program.

The source of this data is an annual survey of Pennsylvania colleges and universities. Estimated

data was provided for one nonresponding institution. National data was drawn from the results of surveys

conducted by the U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics.

In addition to the 145 colleges and universities, there were 95 private licensed schools in

Pennsylvania authorized to grant specialized associate degrees in business or technology (ASB and AST

degrees) in 1994-95. These schools conferred 8,087 specialized associate degrees which, when added to

the number of degrees from colleges and universities, would bring the total number of postsecondary

degrees conferred to 112,658.



STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS
1994-95

DEGREES

CONFERRED

TOTAL 104,571 100.0

Associate Degrees 15,505 14.8

Bachelor's Degrees 63,005 60.3

First-Professional Degrees 3,982 3.8

Master's Degrees 19,675 18.8

Doctor's Degrees 2,404 2.3

Male 47,322 45.3

Female 57,249 54.7

American Indian/Alaskan Native 176 0.2

Asian/Pacific Islander 3,493 3.3

Black (Non-Hispanic) 5,274 5.1

Hispanic 1,354 1.3

White (Non-Hispanic) 89,436 85.5

Nonresident Alien 4,838 4.6
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...the number of degrees conferred increased 16.7% since 1985-86...

FIGURE 1

DEGREES CONFERRED BY LEVEL OF PROGRAM
1985-86 AND 1994-95
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/
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Over the last 10 years, the largest percentage increase in the number of degrees conferred was at

the master's level (47.2), followed by doctor's (33.0), associate (11.7), bachelor's (11.0) and

first-professional (5.1).

The number of degrees conferred in 1994-95 increased over 1993-94 at all levels except
bachelor's, which decreased 2.0%. A total of 104,571 degrees were awarded in 1994-95, compared to

104,581 in 1993-94.
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...the number of female enrollments and graduates increased 18.1% and 25.8%, respectively, since
1985-86...

FIGURE 2

ENROLLMENTS AND DEGREES CONFERRED BY SEX
1985-86 AND 1994-95

Part-lime Enrollments Part-Time Enrollments
Full-Time Enrollments Degrees Conferred Full-Time Enrollments Degrees Conferred

Male Female

Between 1985-86 and 1994-95, the number of females enrolled full-time and part-time increased
17.3% and 19.4%, respectively, while male enrollments increased 2.7% and 4.2%, respectively. During this
same period, the number of females earning degrees increased 25.8%, compared to a 7.3% increase for
males. In 1994-95, females accounted for 52.0% of the full-time enrollments, 60.2% of the part-time
enrollments and 54.7% of the graduates.
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...private two-year colleges had the highest percentage of female graduates...

TABLE 1

DEGREES CONFERRED BY INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY AND SEX
1994-95

TOTAL

MALES FEMALES

Number I Number I "Yo

TOTAL 104,571 47,322 45.3 57,249 54.7

State Universities 18,692 7,503 40.1 11,189 59.9

State-Related Comm Universities 27,052 13,950 51.6 13,102 48.4

Community Colleges 10,046 3,529 35.1 6,517 64.9

Private State-Aided Institutions 10,460 5,558 53.1 4,902 46.9

Private Colleges and Universities 36,732 16,032 43.6 20,700 56.4

Theological Seminaries 539 389 72.2 150 27.8

Private Two-Year Colleges 955 276 28.9 679 71.1

State School of Technology 95 85 89.5 10 10.5

Females represented 54.7% of the graduates in 1994-95, an increase of a 0.2 percentage point

over 1993-94 and 3.9 percentage points over 1985-86. The institutional categories where females received

more than 50% of the degrees conferred were: private two-year colleges (71.1%); community colleges
(64.9%); state universities (59.9%); and private colleges and universities (56.4%).

Over the last 10 years, growth in the proportion of female graduates ranged from 3.3 percentage
points at state universities and private state-aided institutions to 5.5 percentage points at community
colleges. However, the percentage of females earning degrees at private two-year colleges dropped 2.8

percentage points.

Act 211 of 1990 authorized the Thaddeus Stevens State School of Technology to grant associate

degrees. In 1990-91, 1.5% of the graduates at that school were female, compared to 10.5% in 1994-95.
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...minorities represented nearly 10% of the graduates in 1994-95...

TABLE 2

DEGREES CONFERRED BY INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY AND RACE
1994-95

TOTAL NONMINORITY MINORITY

NONRESIDENT

ALIEN

TOTAL 104,571 85.5 9.9 4.6

State Universities 18,692 91.4 6.0 2.6

State-Related Comm Universities 27,052 82.3 11.7 6.0

Community Colleges 10,046 87.7 12.1 0.2

Private State-Aided Institutions 10,460 69.8 17.0 13.2

Private Colleges and Universities 36,732 89.1 7.5 3.4

Theological Seminaries 539 75.5 16.3 8.2

Private Two-Year Colleges 955 77.2 18.2 4.6

State School of Technology 95 85.3 14.7 0.0

The percentage of minority graduates in 1994-95 was 9.9, up from 9.2 in 1993-94. In 1994-95, the
minority percentages were: black, 5.1; Asian/Pacific Islander, 3.3; Hispanic, 1.3; and American
Indian/Alaskan Native, 0.2.

During the past year, the percentage of minority graduates remained the same at private
state-aided institutions, while a slight decrease occurred at theological seminaries (0.5 percentage point)
and the state school of technology (0.3 percentage point). The percentage of minority graduates increased
in the other institutional categories, with the largest increase at community colleges (2.0 percentage points).
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...the percentage of bachelor's degrees awarded in business and management decreased
significantly over the past decade...

FIGURE 5

BACHELOR'S DEGREES CONFERRED BY SELECTED PROGRAM AREAS
1985-86 AND 1994-95

Business & Management

Education

Social Sciences & History tEvaaWiag

Health Professions & Related Sciences

Engineering

Psychology

Biology Sciences/Life Sciences

English Language & Literature/Letters

Computer & Information Sciences

All Other Programs

rj 1985-86
1994-95

10 15 20
Percent

Note: "Business & Management" includes business management and administrative services, marketing operationi/marketing and
distribution, and personal and miscellaneous services; "Engineering" includes engineering and engineering-related technologies.

In 1985-86, the largest number of bachelor's degrees was conferied in business and management
(25.1%), followed by engineering (10.0%). In 1994-95, business and management (20.3%) was followed
by education (11.6%). Over the past decade, business and management decreased 4.8 percentage points,
engineering decreased 2.9 percentage points, while education increased 3.4 percentage points.

The most recent available national data is for 1992-93. That year 1,165,178 bachelor's degrees
were conferred, with the largest number in business and management (22.0%), followed by social sciences
and history (11.6%), education (9.3%), engineering (6.7%), health professions and related sciences (5.8%)
and psychology (5.7%).
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...increases in the number of degrees awarded to females in Pennsylvania paralleled growth at the
national level...

TABLE 4

DEGREES CONFERRED BY LEVEL OF PROGRAM AND SEX
UNITED STATES AND PENNSYLVANIA

1983-84 AND 1992-93

TOTAL

U.S. 1/
TOTAL

PA

MALE

U.S. PA

FEMALE

U.S. PA
0/0

TOTAL

1983-84 1,818,489 90,026 49.6 49.8 50.4 50.2

1992-93 2,167,038 103,622 45.5 45.6 54.5 54.4

Associate Degrees

1983-84 452,240 14,642 44.8 41.1 55.2 58.9

1992-93 514,756 14,819 41.2 36.6 58.8 63.4

Bachelor's Degrees

1983-84
1992-93

First-Professional Degrees

1983-84
1992-93

Master's Degrees

1983-84
1992-93

974,309 56,541 49.5 49.6 50.5 50.4

1,165,178 65,045 45.7 45.9 54.3 54.1

74,468 3,812 69.0 70.6 31.0 29.4

75,387 3,807 59.9 59.0 40.1 41.0

284,263 13,173 50.5 52.0 49.5 48.0

369,585 17,676 45.8 47.2 54.2 52.8

Doctor's Degrees

1983-84 33,209 1,858 66.4 65.8 33.6 34.2

1992-93 42,132 2,275 61.9 61.1 38.1 38.9

1/ Digest of Education Statistics, 1995, U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995.

Between 1983-84 and 1992-93, the number of degrees conferred in Pennsylvania increased
15.1%, compared to a 19.2% increase at the national level,with the largest percentage increases in the
master's and doctor's degrees. Degrees awarded at the first-professional level had the largest increase in

the percentage of female graduates. Females receiving first-professional degrees at the state and national
levels increased by 11.6 and 9.1 percentage points, respectively.

Since 1983-84, the number of females receiving degrees increased 24.7% in Pennsylvania and

28.9% at the national level, while male graduates increased 5.5% and 9.2%, respectively. At both the state

and national levels in 1992-93, females earned over one-half of all associate, bachelor's and master's
degrees and more than one-third of all first-professional and doctor's degrees.
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APPENDIX C

GLOSSARY

ASSOCIATE DEGREE A degree based on at least two but less than four years of full-time equivalent
college work.

BACHELOR'S DEGREE - A degree based on at least four but not more than five years of full-time
equivalent college work.

DOCTOR'S DEGREE - A degree normally based on at least three years of graduate work beyond the
bachelor's degree, usually granted as a Ph.D. in any field or, Doctor of Education, Doctor of
Juridical Science, Doctor of Public Health, etc.

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE - A degree based on at least six years of college work, usually granted
in Dentistry, Law, Medicine, Theology, etc. It signifies completion of the academic requirements to
begin practice in the profession.

MASTER'S DEGREE A degree based on at least one but not more than two full-time academic years of
work beyond the bachelor's degree.

MINORITY For this publication, a person identified as belonging to any of the following classifications:
Black (Non-Hispanic); American Indian/Alaskan Native; Asian/Pacific Islander; or Hispanic.

PROGRAM A combination of courses and related activities organized for the attainment of broad
educational objectives described by the institution.

RACIAUETHNIC AND OTHER DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORIES OF PERSONS

RACIAUETHNIC CATEGORIES - Categories used to describe groups to which individuals belong,
identify with, or belong in the eyes of the community. These categories do not denote
scientific definitions of anthropological origins. However, no person may be counted in
more than one racial/ethnic category. Racial/ethnic designations are requested only for
United States citizens, resident aliens and other eligible (for financial aid purposes) non-
citizens who are not citizens or nationals of the United States but who have been admitted
as legal immigrants for the purpose of obtaining permanent resident alien status (and who
hold either an alien registration card (Form 1-551 or I-151); a Temporary Resident Card
(Form 1-688), or an Arrival-Departure Record (Form 1-94) with a notation that conveys legal
immigrant status such as Section 207 Refugee, Section 208 Asylee, Conditional Entrant
Parolee or Cuban Haitian).

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKAN NATIVE - A person having origins in any of the original
peoples of North America and who maintains cultural identification through tribal
affiliation or community recognition.

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the
Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent or the Pacific Islands. This
includes people from China, Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands, Samoa, India
and Vietnam.

BLACK (NON-HISPANIC) - A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of
Africa (except those of Hispanic origin).
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HISPANIC - A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American or
other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

WHITE (NON-HISPANIC) A person having origins in any of the original peoples of
Europe, North Africa or the Middle East (except those of Hispanic origin).

OTHER DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORY

NONRESIDENT ALIEN A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and
who is in this country on a visa or temporary basis and does not have the right to
remain indefinitely. Nonresident aliens are reported separately rather than in any

of the five racial/ethnic categories described above.
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