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Naming Our Destiny
Toward a guage of
erican Indian Liberation

Ward Churc
Until the last decade of the treaty-making peri-
od, terms familiar to modern international diplo-
macy were used in the Indian treaties....Many
provisions show the international status of
Indian tribes, through clauses relating to war,
boundaries, passports, extradition, and foreign
relations.

Felix S. Cohen
Handbook on Federal

Indian Law

"What's your tribe?" This familiar query, typical-
ly coming after introductory greetings between
American Indians. or extended by non-Indians when
introduced to Indians, is hardly as innocuous as it
may seem on its face. Nor is the usual reply, offered
relexively and consisting of only a few words: I'm a
member of the Kiowa Tribe," or "the Mohawk Tribe,"
the "Lumrni Tribe," or any of several hundred com-
parable designations popularly, anthropologically,
and often legally recognized as describing the status
of the many distinct peoples indigenous to North
America. Although both the question and its
response(s) may appear harmless enough, merely a
cordial or even "sensitive" intercultural speech-pat-
tern which has become well accepted through cus-
tomary usage, they are actually charged with a high
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