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Introduction

In the early 1980s a wave of education reform swept the nation.
Spurred on by more than a dozen national reports that spelled out what was
wrong with American elementary and secondary education, governors, state
boards of education and state legislatures established nearly 300 state-
level study commissions, proposed countless education reform measures, and
adopted many of the recommendations contained in the national reports. By
the 1984-85 school year, 41 states had raised course work standards for
high school graduation, 22 states had implemented or expanded their minimum
competency testing programs and many states had begun to test aspiring
teachers. While few states increased the length of the school day or the
school year significanty, many revised textbook selection procedures,
updated curriculum guides »r prescribed the objectives and the content of
the curriculum taught in the local schools.

Goertz descrited these changes in detail.l A typology of standards
imposed by education decision-makers at the state, district and local level
was used to identify, collect and describe state-prescribed educational
standards in effect in the 1984-85 school year. Profiles of state
standards were developed for each of the 50 states, ccvering student,

teacher and schocl district standards.

1 Goertz, Margaret E. State Educational Standards: A 5C-State
Survey. ETS-RR-86-2. Princeton, N.J.: Educational Testing Service,
January 1986.




This report provides updated information on state standards in effect
in the 1986-87 school year. Each state was sent its 1984-85 profile for
review and revision. Responses were received from 48 of the 50 states.?
The information presented here, as in the earlier report, pertains only to
those requirements prescribed at the state level, generally by the
legislature or the state board of education. In many states, local school
districts (and aven schools) may apply more stringent stardards. In fact,
there may be as much variation in some educational standards among
districts within a state as there is across states.

The first part of this report summarizes the state-prescribed
educational standards that were in effect in 1986-87 and the changes that
took place across the states between 1984-85 and 1986-87. Tables
providing state-by-state comparisons are included at the end of this
section. The second part of the report contains individual profiles of
each of the 50 states. These profiles present more detailed information on
student standards (testing, high school graduation requirements, attendance
and other policies), teacher standards (teacher preparation, certification
and relicensing and staff development) and school and school district
standards (minimum length of the school year and school day and curriculum

requirements).

2 Yhen a state did not respond to our request for updated
information, we used its 1984-85 profile and included a notation under the
state’s name.
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An Overview of State Educational Standards, 1986-87

Student Standards

Student Testing. 1In 1986-87, 44 states required that local school

districts test public school students at some point(s) between grades 1 and
12, an increase of two states since 1984-85. Thirty-five of these states
test students using state-developed or state-selected tests and assess
their performance against state-established performance standards. Three
states specify the competencies to be tested, but give local school
districts the discretion to set performance standards. Four states require
local districts to test students in specified subject areas, but leave both
the choice of the test and standards-setting to the local district. Two
states require students to meet minimum performance requirements in
selected competency areas, but districts may use methods other than tests
to assess students.

The 44 states all test basic skills, focusing pi. .arily on
mathematics, reading and language. A few states include writing, reasoning
skills and citizenship as well, and six (Arkansas, California, Indiana,
Maine, Missouri and New York) include science and social studies. Three
states have or are developing instruments that will assess a higher level
of skills or achievement at the high school level. Students who pass the
New York State Regents Examination, a series of subject matter
examinations, and complete a more stringent set of high schooi course work
requirements, receive a special diploma, the Regents Diploma. California
is developing the Golden State High School Achievement Tests as a way of
selecting high school seniors for honors at graduation. Florida is in the

process of establishing statewide student performance standards of




ERTTE A0 kw1

4
excellence in mathematics, science, social studies and writing, and is
developing tests to assess these standards.

States use their testing programs for the following purposes: (1)
monitoring student, school and/or school district performance; (2)
identifying students in need of remediation; (3) as a requirement for grade
promotion and/or high school graduation (gatekeeping); and/or (4) as a
basis for allocating state compensatory education aid. As : .own in Figure
1 and Table 1 (included at the end of this section), 31 states use
statewide testing to monitcr student performance, while 20 states use these

tests for identifying students in need of remediation. Twenty-four states

Fipure 1

State Testing Programs and
Purposes, 1986-87
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use tests for gatekeeping: Twenty-one of thes states require that
students pass a minimum basic skills test or other minimum competency
assessment before receiving a high school diploma; eight states use test
results as a requirement for grade promotion and/or as an exit test from
eighth grade. In nine states, test results are a criterion for allocating
state compensatory education aid.

While only two states, Massachusetts and Oklahoma, initiated state
testing programs in the period 1984-85 to 1986-87, a number of other states
expanded the scope or changed the design of their current student testing
systems. Eight states added new grade levels, including pre-kindergarten
and pre-first grade, and two added additional subject areas to their
testing requirements. Two more states broadened their statewide
assessments from a representative sample in selected grades to all students
in the tested grades. The number of states using statewide test results in
promotion decisions increased by two as well.

High School Graduation Requirements. One of the principal recommen-

dations of the National Commission on Excellence in Education was that high
school students take more courses in the "New Basics"--English,
mathematics, science, social studies and computer science. The Commission
recommended that high school graduates should complete four years of
English, three years of mathematics, three years of science, three years of
social studies and 1/2 year of computer science. Two years of a foreign
language were strongly recommended for college-bound students.

Forty-two states responded by raising course work standards for high
school graduation. VYet, the new course work requirements of many states

fall short of the National Commission’s recommendations. Thirty-seven
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states require four or more years of English, 25 states require three or
more years of social studies, 1l states require three years of mathematics
and only 5 states require three years of science. Five states do not
impose course work requirements for high school graduation. Table 2,
included at the end of this section, contains each state’s high school
course work requirements. As shown in Figure 2, most states require four
years of English, two to three years of social studies, and two years each
of mathematics and science.

More generally, three quarters of the states with course work
requirements require between 18 and 22 units for graduation, with most
having core requirements of 12 to 14 units. In addition to the English,
social studies, mathematics and science requirements discussed above, most
states require one to two years of health and physical education. One-half
of the states also require one year of another subject, generally a fine or
practical arts course. Six states require students to take a one-semester
career development or life skills course, while three require one-half to
one year of vocational education. In nine states, high school graduates
rust have completed course work or demonstrated proficiency in computers;
five more include computer science course work in their college preparatory
curriculum requirements.

A growing number cf states are establishing more rigorous curriculum
requirements for their college-bound students. New York State has offered
a separate Regents diploma for decades. To qualify, students must take
three years of a foreign language and pass a series of subject matter tests
in addition to the regular course work requirements. Six more states will

offer "advanced" or "college preparatory" diplomas to students graduating
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State High School Graduation Requiremsnts
1986-87
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by 1988 (Alabama, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, Texaz and Virginia), while

another five states have defined course work requirements for their ccllege
preparatory programs (California, Delaware, Kansas, Rhode Island and
Tennessee). In these states, students in the college preparatory programs
generally must take two additional units to graduate, as well as additional
courses in mathematics and/or science, two to three years of a foreign
language and a semester of computer science.

Unlike student testing, there was little state-level activity in the
area of high school graduation reauirements between 1984-85 and 1986-87;
most state activity occutrred esrlier. Only one state increased its course
work requirements significantly and one state initiated an academic honors

diploma.

Other Student Standards. Other trends have emerged as states tighten

standards for student performance and behavior. First, a few states
require that students maintain a prescribed minimum grade point average as
a pre-requisite for participating in extra-curricular activities (¢.f.,
Texas and West Virginia), c¢r to graduate from high school (Florida, Idaho).
Second, a growing number of states are requiring that school districts
establish written attendance, discipline, homework and/or promotion and
retention policies. Finally, some states are extending the age ranges for
compulsory attendance and are either mandating kindergarten attendance or

requiring school districts to offer programs for those who wish to attend.

Teacher Staudards
State policies regulating the education and certification of teachers

have undergone considerable change in the last deca "». 1In 1980, only a
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handful of states--primarily in the Southeast--required individuals to pass
a test before being certified to teach. In 1986-87, 38 states required
aspiring teachers to pass a state-prescribed, standardized test before
entering a teacher education program and/:: before being certified to
teach. (See Table 3 at the end of this section.)

Twenty states require some (e.g. those attending public but not
private colleges and universities) or all teacher education candidates to
pass a state-prescribed test before entering a teacher education program,
usually a basic skills or a college admissions test. Thirteen states have
established a qualifying minimum grade point average, while 1l states
require both. All 50 staites approve the content of teacher education
programs and 38 of them establish minimum course hour requirements in
general education, professional studies and subject specialty.

Most states have multi-level certification which consists of initial,
or entry-level, certification for individuals entering the teaching
profession for the first time and a variety of procedures (such as
certification renewal or advanced certificaticn levels) for the further
licensing of teachers.

The only universal requirement for entry-level certification is the
completion of an approved program. Thirty-five states have established a
testing requirement as well. These states vary considerably, however, in
the areas tested (such as basic skills, general knowledge, profession:l
knowledge and/or knowledge of teaching specialty), the tests used, and the
minimum standards set for passing. As is shown in Figure 3, a.plicants for

certification are tested in basic skills (25 states), general knowledge (15
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Figure 3

Areas Tested for Completion of Teacher Education
and Certlfication, 1986-87

50 ———-— w
| Bl Basic skiis

40 - KX General Knowledge
| Prof. Knowledge

:j Specialty Area

states), professional knowledge (21 states), and/or knowledge of the
teacher’s specialty area (23 states).

States use different test instruments to evaluate the capabilities of
aspiring teachers and often set differenc passing scores for the same test.
Eight states use their own tests, six use the Pre-professional Skills Test
(PPST), 15 use the National Teachers Examination (NTE) Core Battery and 13
use NTE Specialty Area tests. Qualifying scores on the national tests
vary. For example, the passing scores on the NTE Frograms Test of
Communication Skill: range from a low of 636 to a high of 653 on a scale

that can extend from 600 to about 690. The passing scores on the Specialty
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Area test, Education in the Elementary School, range from a low of 480 to a
high of 600 on a scale that can extend from 250 to 990.

Thirteen states also supervise and evaluate a beginning teacher’s
classroom performance before granting regular certification or plan to
implement such a program. In these states, teachers receive provisional
certification when they complete their teacher preparation programs and
meet other state requirements. They are formally assessed on their
teaching performance during their first year(s) in the classroom as full-
time teachers. In a typical situation, the beginning teacher is observed
and evaluated two or three times a year, using a state-developed instrument
that covers classroom management, interpersonal skills, professional
standards, etc. The evaluators, who are trained in this procedure, may
recommend that the teacher (1) receive regular certification, (2) partici-
pate iﬁ in-service training and be re-evaluated or (3) not be certified.

Only three states, Massachusetts, Missouri and New Jersey, grant a
permanent license to first-year teachers, but nine other states provide
lifetime licenses to teachers who hold an advanced certificate. The
remaining 38 states require teachers to renew their certific.tes on a
regular basis and, with the exception of Tllinois, base recertification on
years of teaching experience, and/or completion of additional formal
education and/or in-service training.

Twenty states require teachers to participate in staff development
programs. In most cases, these activities fulfill some recertification
requirements.

Between 1984-85 and 1986-87, ten states added testing to their

requirements for successfully completing a teacher education program and/or
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being certified to teach, while two states added a beginning teacher
internship requirement. Three states added a standardized test to the

entrance requirements for their teacher education programs.

School District Standards

Data were collected on three kinds of school district standards:
minimum length of the school year, minimum length of the school day, and
state-mandated curriculum. A majority of the states (29) require that
students attend school a minimum of 180 days. Another 20 states have
mandated shorter school years, but all but one have at least a 175-day
school year. Two states will increase the length of their school year to
180 days by 1990. A third state offers financial incentives to local
school districts that lengther. their school years from the state minimum of
175 days to 180 days.

Forty-five states require students to attend school a minimum number
of hours a day. In some cases, the minimum includes non-instructional
time; in others it does not, making direct comparisons across states
difficult. In general, the length of the school day increases as students
get older. The minimum school day is less than 5 hours for children in
grades 1-3 in 13 states, but is less than 5 hours for secondary school
students in only four states. (See Figure 4.) Nine states require
children in the primary grades (1-3) to attend school at least & hours,
while this requirement affects high schocl students in 20 states. Three
states provide additional state aid to school districts that lengthen their

school day beyond the state minimum.




13

Figure 4

State Requirsments for Minimum Length of the
School Day, 1986-87
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The state role in curriculum development has shifted in the last
decade from one of technical assistance to one of mandating courses of
study, performance objectives and, increasingly, course content. States
were asked about the existence of state-mandated curriculum for elementary
and secondary education and subject areas covered by such mandates. Eight
states responded that they mandate minimum course content in either the
elementary or secondary school courses of study. Fourteen more states
establish learning objectives or learning outcomes for most subject areas

and require local school districts to incorporate these objectives and
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outcomes, as well as any state-prescribed student performance standards,
into locally-developed curricula. Seven states develop model curricula or
curricular guides for use by local school districts, but do not require
LEAs to adopt them. Finally, 14 state. define subject areas and the number

and types of courses that must be taught in all elementary and secondary

schools.
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Summary

In the two years immediately following the publication of A Nation at

Risk and other national reports criticizing American elementary and
secondary education, most, if not all states, enacted some educational
reform measures. In the period 1984-85 through 1986-87, state education

reform activity slowed. States continued to expand student and teacher

testing requirements, however. Two states initiated statewide student
testing programs and a dozen states expanded the scope of their testing
programs. Two of these states mancated the assessment of incoming
kindergarten or first grade students. Thirteen states added testing to
their requirements for entering or completing a teacher education program
or for teacher certification.

As a result of this activity, 44 states now test (or require local

school districts to test) elementary and secondary school students, 45

states impose high school course work requirements, and 38 states require

aspiring teachers to pass a state-prescribed, standardized test at some

point before being certified to teach. Yet, the substance and structure of
O

these requirements vary widely across the country. The next section
describes in greater detail the standards in effect in each of the 50

states in 1986-87.
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State Profiles

This section of the report describes in detail state-prescribed
educational standards in effect in the 1986-87 school year for each of the
states. Forty-eight states provided updated information on their state
policies. 1If a state did not respond to our request for more current data,
we included their 1984-85 profile with a notation under the state’s name.

The categories covered in the profiles are:

Student Standards

o Testing
o High School Graduation Requirements
o Attendance

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation
o Certification and Relicensing
o Staff Development

School and School District Standards

Length of School Year (minimum)
Length of School Day (minimum)
Curriculum

Other

o O O O
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ATABAMA

Student Standavrds
o Testing

Students in grades 3, 6, and 9 take basic skills tests in mathematics,
reading, language and handwriting. The basic skill competencies and
performance standards are established by the state and test results are
used to identify students needing remedial help. This testing program

culminates with the Alabama High School Graduation Examination (AHSGE).
(See below.)

o Hipgh School Graduation Reguirements

Students graduating prior to 1988-89 must complete 4 years of English,
3 years of social studies, 2 years of mathematics, 1 year of science and 3
1/2 years of health and physical education. A total of 20 units is
required for graduation. Students completing high school in 1988-89 and
thereafter may obtain a new standard or an advanced diploma. The new
standard diploma requires one additional unit of science; 1/2 year home and
personal management; 1/2 year health education; 1 year physical education;

and 9 electives, for a total of 22 units. In addition, students are
required to attain computer literacy by participation in relater
coursework.

"he advanced diploma requires (beyond new standard diploma require-
ments) 2 units of any one foreign language; 1 of social studies; 1 of
science; and 1 of mathematics. The additional 5 units required reduce
electives to &, for a total of 22 units. Students are encouraged to
complete additional units.

Graduates of the Class of 1985 and thereafter must pass the AHSGE, a
basic skills test in mathematics, reading and language in order to graduate
from high school. The test, which is given first in the fall semester of
11th grade, was first administered in 1983-84. Every student has four
opportunitics to pass the test.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission to teacher education programs is based on qualifying scores
on the SAT or ACT, a minimum grade point average, and a passing score on
the Alabama English Language Proficiency Test. Students must meet a
minimum grade point average to complete the program.

AN
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Alabama

o Certification and Relicensing

All candidates for certification must pass the appropriate test(s) of
the Alabama Initial Teacher Certification Testing Program after completing
an approved teacher education program.

Three classes of certification are available (Class B, A, and AA)
based on the type of degree obtained (bachelor'’s, master’'s or sixth year)
and amount of teaching experience. Initial certification is wvalid for 8 to
10 years. Continuation of certification requires earning additional
credits or a prescribed number of years of successful full-time experience
and participation in an approved professional development program.

o Staff Development

Participation in an approved professional development program is
required for continuation of a teaching certificate. Local school
districts determine in-service training needs and submit staff development
plans to the State Department of Education for approval.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (Minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (Minimum)

Six hours, including lunch breaks and class change time. Irstruction
must take place a minimum of 360 minutes per day.

o Curriculum

Curriculum is mandated for both elementary and s~condary education

through courses of study which are provided by the State Department of
Education.

e,
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ALASKA
Student Standards
o Testing

At the present time, there is no state-wide assessment program. Local
districts are required to develop assessment programs.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students must complete 21 units, including 4 of English, 3 of social

studies, 2 each of mathematics and science and 1 of health and physical
education.

o Attendance
Students .ust attend school from age 7 through 15.
o Other

In order to participate in extracurricular activities, students must
pass all of their courses in the previous semester with a minimum grade of
D.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

All candidates for certification must complete an approved teacher
education program.

Initial certification is valid for 5 years. Certificate renewal
requires teachers to earn 6 additional credits during the 5-year life of

the certificate.

o Staff Development

Most local schocl districts require staff development programs and all
districts are allocated 10 in-service days a year. In-service courses are
approved by the State Department of Education if the district applies for
one of the 10 days of released time for in-service training.
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Alaska

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades K-3: 4 hours
Grades 4-12: S hours

0 Curriculum

The state department of education is developing a model curriculum in

all subjects for grades K-12 under mandate from the State Board of

Education. Local districts may adopt or adapt this curriculum, but must

have a curriculum adopted by the local governing board.

¢
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ARIZONA
Student Standards
o Testing

Students in grades 1 through 12 are tested annually in reading,
grammar, and mathematics. The test is a nationally standardized norm-
referenced instrument.

o Hipgh School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, graduating seniors must complete 3 years of English, 2
years of social studies, 1 year each of mathematics and science, a single
semester course on essentials of the free enterprise system, and a total of
18 units. Starting with the Class of 1987, students will need to take a
total of 20 units for a high school diploma, including 1 additional year
ezch of English, mathematics and science.

o Curriculum

Beginning with the 1986-87 school year, students must meet minimum
competency requirements for promotion from grade to grade and exit from
grades 3, 8, and 12.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 8 through 16 and complete the
10th grade.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Selection into state teacher education programs is the responsibility
of individual institutions based on student grade point average and
performance on the Pre-Professional Skills Test. A passing score on the
basic skills and professional knowledge components of the Arizona Teacher
Proficiency Exam is required of all others for certification.

o Certification and Relicensing

Initial certification is valid for 8 years, after which teachers will
have to obtain a master's degree or 40 additional credits. A program of
first year on-the-job evaluations of teachers by master teachers was pilot
tested in 14 school districts.
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Arizona

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Dav (minimum)

K: 2 hours

Grades 1-3: 4 hours
Grades 4-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-8: 6 hours
Grades 9-12: 4 courses




ARKAMNSAS

Student Standards
o Testing

Since the 1981-82 school year, the state has been testing all students
in the 4th grade and a sample in the 3rd, 6th and 8th grades in reading and
mathematics. The State Board of Education sets minimum performance goals
for diagnostic and monitoring purposes. Results cannot be used for grade
placement or promotion. By June 1987, however, all students in grades 3, 6
and 8 will be tested in reading and mathematics and in the latter two
grades in language arts, social studies and science. The state-developed
tests will be used as diagnostic tools in the 3rd and 6th grade and as a
promotion exam for 8th graders. These tests will also be used to monitor
school performance. If fewer than 85 percent of students in a school meet
state-established minimum standards, the school must participate in a
state-administered school improvement program.

o Righ School Graduation Requirements

Beginning in the 1987-88 school year, high school students must
complete 20 units of courses to receive a high school diploma. The courses
must include & years of English, 3 years of social studies (or 2 years of
social studies and 1 vear of practical arts), 3 years of mathematics and 2
vears of science (or 2 of mathematics and 3 of science), 1/2 year of
physical education, 1/2 year of health education, and 1/2 year of fine
arts. In addition, each high school senior must take at least 3 academic
courses during the senior vear.

o Aitvendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Starting in 1987,
students cannot leave school until their 17th birthday. While kindergarten
is not mandatorv, all districts must offer a kindergarten program to all
who wish to attend.
o Other

Each local school district is required to have policies on discipline
and homework in place bv June 1987.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Prepavation

Criteria for admission to teacher education programs are established
by the State Board of Education. Minimum grade point average and test
scores (NTE) are used to evaluate students completing these programs.
NCATE (MNational Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education) is also
required.
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Arkansas

Teacher Education candidates shall take the NTE Pre-Professional
Skills Test (PPST). Teacher education institutions shall maintain an 80
percent pass rate on the Professionul Knowledge test of the NTE Core
Battery and an -0 percent psss rate on each NTE Specialty Area test,

o Certification and Relicensing

Since February 1983, all candidates for certification must pass the
NTE Core Battery and Specialty Area tests. Passing scores are established
by the State Board of Education. A Standard Certificate is valid for 6
years {10 years with a Master’. degree) and can be renewed with additional
credits or 2 years tcaching experience. Under legislation signed into law
in 1984, all Arkansas teachevrs must pass a basic skills test in reauing,
mathematics and writing before June 1987 in order to retain their
certification. Persons who fail to comply with this law will be required
to meet the initial certification requircments,

o Staff Develaopment

Local school districts must develop and implement staff development
and inservice training plans based on local needs and State Department of
Education goals. There are two statewide staff development programs, onc
for teachers and one for administrators, The voluntary “Program for
Lffective Teaching” was initiated by the State Department of Education in
1979 and concentrates on improving the skills of teachers and colleges ol
education faculty.

School and School District Standards

o Acrcreditation

If a local school distriectr does not comnlv with new accreditation
standard. by June 1o’ it will be dissolved and annexced to another
district in accordanc with the provisions of the Qualitv kducation Act of
19813,

o Length of Schonl Yesr (riunimum)

The minimom school vear will be 178 days in 198/ and wmust be 180 davs
by 1990, The requircren. for teachers is 185 in 1987 and 190 days in 1989,

o Length of Schocl DAy {mipnimum)

The minimm lenrth of a school dav will ke 5.5 hours in June 1987, In
addition, high school credity can be given only for courses that meet
minimun of 225 wimites per week (270 for lTaboratory and vocational coursem
for the full schiool ve .
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Arkansas

o Curriculum

Fach accredited school inust use course content guides developed by the
State Department of Education as minimum standards. The K-8 basic skills
continuum is usod as the basis for setting minimum performance course
content. All accredited high schools must offer a set list of offerings
established by the state. The number of required offerimngs has been
increased from 24 to 38 units. 1In 1987, at least 30 of these courses must
be provided cach year, with all 38 unirtsg offered at least once every two
years.

o Other

Sehools miust have an averare class size [ratio] of 23:1 in grades 1-3
in 1987 and 2%:1 in grades 6-7. Required ratios for guidance counselors
are 450:1 for hiyh schools, 600:1 for clementary students in 1987 and 450:1
for elementary students in 1489,  Teachers in grades 7-12 will have no more
than 150 studente pev dav with a limit of 30 per class.
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CALIFDRNIA

Student Standards
o Testing

Students take a statewide test once between grades 3 and 6 in reading
comprehension, writing and computation skills, and in 8th and 12th grades
in reading, mathematics, science and history. The state supplies
performance indicators and examples of minimum standards but local school
districts set passing scores for each of the general areas tested. The
state assessment program is one factor used to target state compensatory
education aid. Legislation in 1983 established the Golden State High
School Achievement Tests to select high school seniors for honors at
praduation. These tests are in the developmental stage, as are competency
tests for 10th prade students.

o Highk School Graduation Requirements

California abolished ctatewide course requirements for a high school
diploma in 1969 and rcinstated them in 1983. Effective with the Class of
1987, graduating seniors must complete 3 vears each of English, and social
studies, 2 years each of mathematics, science and physical education, and 1
year of either fine arts or a foreign language. The State Board of
Education alu=o adopted model graduation requiremernts in 1983 which require
1 additional vear of English, mathematics, ard foreign language, 1 year of
visual or performing acts and 1/2 year of computer studies.

Students must pass their local school district’'s minimum competency
test before thev graduate from high scheool,

O ndance

Studen: s opuss attowd cchool from age 6 through 16,
g 0then

Lepisl ition passed in 1983 gives teachers the authority to require
suspended students to make up missed work, permits local school districts
to adopt policics to fail ztudents for excessive absences, requires
dis.ricts to establish promotion and retention policics, provides for
mandatoryv expulsion and suspension of students for scerious violations, and
pives more school adwinistrators the authority to suspend students.

Teacher Stondiard:n

o Teacher Preparat ion

Adinicoaion ctandarde e eot hlished, and vary, by dinstitution.
Student o are requived ta tabe the Califernia Pasic Education Skills lest
CBLG Y prict to vicwion to teacher education programs, however
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California

Although the law requires that the test be used for diagnostic purposes,
some institutions may require a passing score (as set by the state) befcre
a student is admitted to either a teacher education program or to student
teaching. Institutions are required to assess each teaching candidate
prior to recommending the students for the initial teaching credential.

o Certification and Relicensing

Applicants for a teacher trainee certificate must pass CBEST.
Preliminary certification is granted for 5 years. A Clear Credential is
issued after completion of a fifth year ef study and other specified
courses. Until September 1985, a life credential will be issued to
individuals who have completed two years of teaching with the Clear
Credential. After that date, teachers must complete 150 hours of staff
development during ecach 5 year cycle as a condition for renewing this
credential. High schools may hire teacher trainees who possess a
bachelor s degree but no professional teacher training. These trainees
must pass the CBEST tests, have an individualized training program and be
assisted by a mentor teacher.

o Staff Dcvelopment

As noted above, staff development is a requirement for certification
renewal. Certified teachers will be evaluated at least biannually.
Inservice programs are offered by the state through teacher, resource, and
professional development centers; county and district offices; and
institutions of higher education. Up to 5 percent of a school district's
teachers may receive state-funded awards to improve their instructional
abilitics.

School and School District Standards

o Length of Sebool Nesr Greindewn)

The minimum school vear is 175 days, but districts that lengthen their
schaol vear to 180 davs qualify for additional state funding.

o Length of School Dayv (rinimum)

School districts will also receive a financial bonus if they increase
the instructional time in the school day from 4 to 5 hours in grades 4-8
and from 4 to 6 hours in grades 9-12. These increases can be phased-in
over three vears, starting in 1984-85.

o tarpriculom

The state will vetablish curviculum goals for cach of the courses
mandated for high school graduation.
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COLORADO

Student Standards

o Tectin

Local school districts have the option of testing students for
competency purposes. The scope of the tests is determined locally and
school districts decide whether to use these tests as a requirement for
high school graduation. If a test is used as a graduation requirement,
districts must provide remediation to students not passing the test. Also,
it must be given twice ea n school year beginning in the ninth grade.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Local school districts determine the number and type of courses
required for high school graduation and the use of competency requirements.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission to teacher education programs is based on students ranking
in the top two quartiles of the high school class, having a minimum
composite score of 19 on the ACT or 950 on the SAT or having a GPA of 2.5
for the most recent 30 semester hours of college work, and a passing score
on the California Achievement Test and an oral test.

An institutional recommendation is required to complete teacher
certification. Some institutions of higher education have established

additional admissions standards.

o Certification and Relicensing

Effective January 1987, the three year Provisional (Type P)
Certificate became the initial certificate to be issued to applicants
entering teaching, administration, or -pecial services. The Provisional
Certificate is a prerequisite to the 1ssuance of subsequent five year
Coloradn certificates: General Teacher (Type A); Professional Teacher
(Type B); Vocational Teacher (Type C); Administrator (Type D); and Special
Services (Type E). To obtain the Provisional Certificate, applicants must
meet the requirements for the desired subsequent certificate. The
individual must then complete three years of satisfactory teaching
experience while holding the Provisional Certificate to be eligible to
convert to a suhserquent certificate,




38

Colorado

All certificates are renewable, and the Provisional Certificate is
convertible to a subsequent certificate with 6 semester hours or equivalent
of college/university and local district approved in-service credit.

o Staff Development

Staff development is not required by the state. A maximum of 4 hours
of in-service credits can be used to meet certificate renewal requirements.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

176 days

o Lengt' of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-6: 5.5 hours (excluding lunch)
Grades 7-12: 6 hours (excluding lunch)

o Curriculum Requirements

Elementary/Middle School/Junior High. The program of studies must
include, but is not limited to: language arts, social studies, science,
mathematics, fine arts, health and safety, and physical education.

Senior High. The program of study must include at least 30 units of
work appropriately distributed among the following: language arts, social
studies, science, mathematics, foreign language, fine arts, vocational and
practical arts, health and safety, and physical education.
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CONNECTICUT

Student Standards
o Testing

Prior to the 1985-86 school year, the state mandated that local school
districts test students in three consecutive grades between 2 and 8 in
reading, mathematics and language arts. The districts chose the test used
and set performance standards. A statewide basic skills test was also
given to all 9th graders in the same three areas. In 1984, legislation ws
passed that replaced this testing program with the Connecticut Mastery
Testing Program. Program testing began in grade 4 in 1985-86 and grades 6
and 8 in 1986-87. The tests, which also cover reading, mathematics and
language arts, including a writing sample, are used for monitoring and
diagnostic purposes and to identify students who are eligible to
participate in the state-funded compensatory education program. The state
does not set minimum competency standards for promotion or graduation.

o High School Graduation Requirements

The graduating class of 1987 was required to complete 18 credits.
Statutes were amended in 1984 to require the class of 1988 to complete 20
credits when all school districts are required by law to impose the minimum
graduation requirements which include 4 credits in English, 3 credits each
in mathematics and social studies, 2 credits in science, and 1 credit each
in physical education and vocational education. Local school districts are
to determine what courses are applicable to meet the minimum requirements.
The primary orientation of the curriculum of applicable credits must be
directly related to the subject matter of the specified courses.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

In 1986 and 1987, the state legislature passed several laws mandating
a series of teacher assessments to ensure that each beginning teacher has:
(1) essential skills in reading, writing, and mathematics: (2) subject
knowledge competence; and (3) professional knowledge competence. Effective
July 1, 1986, individuals seeking formal admission to teacher preparation
programs, as well as certification candidates currently seeking initial
certification, must fulfill the Connecticut Competency Examination for
Prospective Teachers (CONNCEPT) which addresses essential skills.
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Connecticut

o Certification and Relicensing

Subject matter testing (CONNTENT) is currently being phased in and
will be completed no later than May 1, 1990. This requirement affects
individuals seeking an initial educator certificate, as well as currently
employed teachers seeking additional subject area endorsements.

The assessment of professional knowledge competence is also currently
being developed and is scheduled to be implemented in the 1989-90 school
year., Assessment is accomplished through the Beginning Educator Support
and Training Program, Connecticut’s comprehensive induction program for
beginning teachers. Its two components include: (1) support through the
assignment of a mentor teacher to each beginning teacher, and (2)
assessment for provisional certification. In addition to professional
knowledge clinical assessments, the state is currently developing
assessment center approaches for evaluating a teacher’s subject
matter/pedagogical knowledge through the use of semi-structured
interviews. The new state assessment approach is being developed in
partnership with the California State Department of Education and the
Carnegie-funded Stanford University Teacher Assessment Project.

o Staff Development

In accordance with 1984 legislation, ongoing and systematic
professional development is a major commitment of the State Board of
Education. The centerpiece of this effort is the State Department of
Education’s Institute of Teaching and Learning. During the 1986-87 school
year, courses were offered in a number of instructional areas. The
Institute also presented conferences and workshops on topics related to
regular and special student needs.

A new and significant program of the Institute, the Connecticut
Principal's Academy, was initiated during the 1986-86 school year. The
program provides workshops and conferences aimed at improving the skills of
public school principals. There are also numerous professional development
activities at the local district level. 1In 1986-87 each district
implemented their five year plan aimed at meeting the needs of its teachers
and administrators. Each plan was developed by local boards of education
with the advice and assistance of the teachers employed in the district.

School and School DIstrict Standards

o Length of School Day (minimum)

At least 4 hours of school work. Minimum class periods are 40
minutes.

SN
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Connecticut

o length of School Year (minimum)

180 days and 900 hours of actual school work.

o Curriculum

In January 1987 the State Board of Education adopted Connecticut's
Common Core of Learning, "as its standard of an educated citizen and as its
policy on the skills, knowledge, and attitudes that are expected of public
secondary school graduates." The Common Core includes specific student
outcomes in three areas. The first is "Attributes and Attitudes" and
includes self-concept, motivation and persistence, responsibility and self-
reliance, intellectual curiosity, interpersonal relations, sense of
community, and moral and ethical values. The second area, "Skills and
Competencies," includes reading, writing, speaking, listening, quantitative
skills, reasoning and problem solving, and learning skills. The third
area, "Understandings and Applications," includes the arts, careers and
vocations, cultures and languages, history and social science, literature,
mathematics, physical development and health, science and technology.

The Common Core is not a curriculum. Each district’s curriculum will
be more comprehensive and specific, including a wide range of learning
experiences and instructional strategies. The Common Core is a statement
of the student outcomes expected to result from the entire K-12 school
experience. It was developed to influence curriculum by generating
discussion and stimulating change in school programs, student objectives,
resource allocations, and teaching. The Common Core is neither a state
mandate nor a condition for graduation. It provides a statement of
expectations and a catalyst for school improvement.
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DELAWARE
Student Standards
o Testing

Students must be certified as having met minimal performance
requirements by their local school district as a requirement for high
school graduation (see below).

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, graduating seniors must complete & years of English, 3
years of social studies, 1 year each of mathematics and science, 1 1/2
vears of health and physical education and a total of 18 units. Starting
with the Class of 1987, 19 units will be required for graduation, including
an additional year of mathematics and of science. The state also recom-
mends that college-bound students take 3 years each of mathematics, science

and foreign language and 1/2 credit of computer programming or computex
science.

Students must also be certified as having met the minimal performance
requirements in reading, writing and mathematics. The State Department of
Education established the competencies and local districts set the
performance level required for these competencies. This requirement was
first applied to the Class of 1981.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 15. Legislation passed
in 1984 mandates kindergarten attendance.

o Other

Student athletes must pass four regular courses, including two core
courses, to be eligible for interscholastic sports.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission criteria for teacher education programs are set by
individual institutions.

o Certification and Relicensing

Effective July 1983, candidates for the initial teaching certificate
must pass the Pre-Professional Skills Test covering reading, writing and
mathematics. This certificate is valid for 5 years. The Professional
Status Certificate is issued after 3 years of teaching experience and is
valid for as long as the teacher teaches in the same area.
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Delaware

o Staff Development

The State Department of Education coordinates a large offering of
inservice programs conducted by the state and local school districts.
State approved inservice programs can be used as part of the credit
requirements to advance on the statewide salary schedule.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days - 185 teacher days

o Length of School day (minimum)

6 hours for grades 1-12, exclusive of lunch

o Curriculum

Local school districts must incorporate the state-established basic
skills performance competencies for high school graduation into their
overall elementary, middle, junior and senior high school curricula with
each school district certifying students as meeting the requirements.
Program objectives and performance standards have been developed for all
courses and subject areas, grades K-12.
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FLORIDA

Student Standards
o Testing

The State Student Assessment Test (SSAT) has assessed student
performance in selected basic skill areas and in functional literacy since
1977-78. Part I (SSAT-I) tests students in grades 3, 5, 8 and 10 in
reading, writing and mathematics, based upon statewide minimum student
performance standards in these areas. Test results are used to monitor
student performance, to identify students in need of rzmediation and to
allocate state compensatory education aid.

Functional literacy is measured by Part II (SSAT-11) of the test,
which measures the ability of 10th grade students to apply knowledge in
communications skills and mathematics to realistic situations. Passing
SSAT-II is a high school graduation requirement. Students have five
opportunities to pass SSAT 11, once while in the tenth grade, during the
two administrations while llth graders and the two administrations while
12th graders. If the student still has not passed the test, the student
may enroll in adult courses after receiving a certificate of completion

from high school. No graduation diploma is awarded until SSAT Il is
passed.

Statewide student performance standards have been developed in science
and computer literacy for grades 3, 5, 8 and 11. Work is progressing in
the development of performance standards in social studies. Statewide
student performance standards of excellence in mathematics, science, social
studies and writing have been approved by the SBE and each of Florida's 67
school districts is required to adopt policies to ensure that appropriate
students receive instruction based upon these standards. These standards
of excellence are designed for students who excel in academic performance.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Prior to enactment of legislation in 1983, Florida had no statewide
high school graduation requirements and course requirements were
established by local school districts. The Classes of 1985 and 1986 must
complete a minimum of 22 credits, including 3 credits each in mathematics,
science, and English. For the 1986-87 school year and thereafter, seniors
will need to complete a minimum of 24 credits, including 4 in English, 3
each in mathematics, science (2 of which must have a laboratory component),
and social studies, and 1/2 credit each in vocational education, performing
fine arts, life management skills and physical education. No more than 9
credits in remedial and compensatory courses may be counted as elective
credits toward graduation. In addition, effective for the 1988-89 school
year, students must maintain a 1.5 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0
scale in required courses counted as credit for graduation.

Passing the SSAT-1I (sce Testing above) has been 4 requirement. for
high school gradnation since 1983.

Q
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Florida

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16. In order to ensure
that students spend more time in high school, 1983 legislation funded
additional dollars for students in grades 9-12 to attend 7 periods per day
starting in 1983-84 on a voluntary basis.

Teacher Standards

0 Tezacher Preparation

Prospective teacher education students must achieve a state-
established minimum score on the SAT or ACT and meet minimum grade point
average and other requirements set by individual institutions. Schools may
waive the testing requirement for 10 percent of their applicants who may be
admitted on a probational basis and provided with remedial services.
Starting in August 1985, high school teachers must take a minimum of 30

semester hours in upper division specialization courses outside the school
of education.

o Certification and Relicensing

Since 1980, teaching candidates must pass the Florida Teacher
Certification Exam which measures basic skills, professional education
competencies and writing skills. Before receiving an initial certificate
valid for 5 years, beginning tcachers must complete a year-long Beginning
Teacher Program. This program, which was implemented in 1982, requires one
vear of supervision and the evaluation of a number of generic competencies
through a "performance measurement system." Additional credits or inservice
in lieu of credits are required for recertification.

o Statf Developrent
Local school district inscrvice education programs are required and
approved programs are funded by the state. Inservice activities are

coordinated with the annual evaluations of all teacher and principals and
inservice points mav be used for recertification.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Neor (mininem)
180 davs
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Florida

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 3 hrs.
Grades 1-3: &4 hrs.
Grades 4-12: 5 hrs.

Districts are given a financial incentive to offer six 60-minute

periods or seven 50-minute periods, rather than the existing six, 50-minute
periods.

o Curriculum

The state now requires that all districts adopt student performance
standards for each academic course in grades 9-12 required for high school
graduation. These standards will augment state-adopted minimum student
performance standards established for grades 3, 5, &, and 11. (See section
on Student Testing.) Curriculum frameworks developed by the State
Department of Education are designed to ensure greater consistency in
curriculum and instruction across school districts.

Legislation passed in 1983 is designed to ensure Minimum Student
Performance Standards in computer literacy. Computer literacy must be
integrated into the curriculum of grades 4-8 where resources exist. High
schools are advised to offer cours:s from a Computer Education Curriculum
Framework designed by the state.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




49
GEORGIA

Student Standards
o Testing

Georgia established a state testing program with the primary aim of
previding information to teachers, students, parents, citizens, and policy
and decision makers. Information is collected to answer questions
regarding the extent to which students are acquiring knowledge and skills
essential to further learning. The information is used to aid teachers and
administrators in instructional planning, to aid svudents and their parcents
in personal decision making, and to aid both educators and the general
public in evaluating the effectivencss of educational program: .

With the implementation of the 1985 Ouality PBusic Education Act (O5E),
the assessment program was revised and cepanded to include criterion
referenced tests (CRTs) for all students in grades onc, three, six, cight,
and ten (option grades: two and four). CRTs measure a student’s
achicvement of specitic objectives based on the state eurviculum, the
results of which primarily are used to customize each otudent’'s learning
program with his or her specific needs.

Beginning 19&/-88, 2ll students are asscssed with a readiness toat
prior to entering first grade. Passing the High School Basic Skills Teots
given in grade 10 is one of the requirements to reccive a reg,alar hipgh
school diploma, and the third grade CRT is used as one of the promotion
criteria for admission to the fourth grade. In addition, nerm referenced
tests are given to students in grades two, four, seven and nine The HRT
results primarily are used to compare stwlents with their natfonal peors,

o Hirh Schnol Craduation Requirvements

Until June 1988, high school students must complete 20 units for
praduation, includine 3 vears of Foylish, 0 yearvs of cocial studies,
years of mathematics ana 1 of science (or i year of mathenatics andd /ool
science), 2/3 of a vear of health and phvsical cducation, and 1,3 unit cach
of citizenship, personal finance, free enterprise and carcer planning.
Beginning with tae Class of Dgd, stndents will reced 2 ounits, ineladiong an
additio.al year of English, of mathematics or science, and of ecomputer

technology, fine arts or vocational education. Craduating seniors must
also pass the Georgia Basic Skills Test at some time between 1oth and 12th
grade. This criterion-refcerenced test covers reading, mathematics and

problem-solving. The Class of 1990 will alse have to pass the writing

3

portion of the Ditie Skills Trar
o Attendince

Students porst aliend school from ape /7 thronh T
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Teacher Standards
o Teachey Preparat ion

Critevia for admission to teacher education programs have varied by
inctitution, although the state nets a minimum grade point averapge for
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Toct ey - TR Wow teachers mav teach for only one vear without
Pouoiny thee te e i e teceie a0 nnge et wable cevt it loate valid fea
Covvare s ditioe which tine thew past demonstrate aceeptable pevformance on
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Georgia

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

A minimum of 180 days of instruction are required in each school year.
The minimum school year for teachers is 190 days. The State Board of
Education recently approved new standards that require local districts to
tse no mere than 3 days for school-sponsored, non-instructional activities
and to develop policies restricting student absences for school sponsored
activities to no mrre than 10 days in a school year. These standards are
in effect for the 1987-88 school year.

O Length of Sehonl Day (minfmam)
Gradeo -4 4.5 hours
Grades 4-12:0 6 hours

IVAs ave currently basing instruction on the Basic Curriculum Content
for Geargia's bablie Sehools (BOC) . This document is a collection of
obijectives by prade lowvel in all academic arcas for grades K-8 and a
collection of topics in all academic courses for grades 9-12, During 198/-
¢, LEAS will rvevicw o now document, Quality Core Curriculum (QCC).  Tuo
Pogu.wa the 000 Wil he the mandated curviculum for grades K-12.
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HAWATI
Student Standards
o Testing

Hawaii is developing a statewide competency-based testing program
focused on achievement in grades 3, 6, 8, and 10.

o High School CGraduation Standards

Graduating seniors must complete 20 units, including 4 years each of
Enpglish and social studies, 2 vears each of mathematics and science, 1-1/?
vear of health and physical education and 1/2 year of guidance. In
addition, students must pass a test or demonstrate in another manner their
mastery of 15 competencics. Seniors must receive computer experience
before they praduate.

o Attendance

Students mist attend school {rom age 6 through 17,

A 1982 statewide disciplinary code defines student offenses and
spreifics the actions to be taken.

Teacher Standards

o Deacher Preparation

Admisnsion to teacher education programs varies by institution based on
minimur prade point average and test scores. A state-determined minimum
grade point averaye o required to complete these prograps.

o Certification_and Pelicensing

A 2 wear initial cervtificate is pranted to graduates of state-approved
teacher cducation programs who also pass the National Teachers Exam Core
Pattervy and Special Arca tests. The teginning teacher’s performance is
obscerved at fremquent intervals for this period. After completing 2 years
of successinl teaching, an individual receives cither a Basic Certificate
(4-vear teacher education nrogram) or a Professional Certificate (fifth
vear teachier oduacation or o wast e’ o depres),

o Stabl e lopaent

fnservice trainivy, ic provided for all school cmplovecs.  Inservice
credite can be applicd toward salary inerersnts, but training ic not
.'i['f‘("l! foeabls tied to cnptiticoate e wal .
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Hawaili

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

6 hours
o Curriculum

The state requires that local district curriculum focus on skills set
forth in the Foundation Program consisting of eight major learning
outcomes. The State Department of Education provides curriculum guidelines
for grades K-12.

UV Y TRRY TN EWO A B
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IDAHO
Student Standards
o Testing
Local school districts must test all 6th, 8th, and llth grade students
on a standardized achievement test provided by the state. Scores are used

to compare achievement statewide and to develop remedial programs.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the Class of 1988, students must complete 5 years of
English (including 1 semester courses in speech and reading), 4 semesters
of social studies, 1 year of humanities, foreign language or fine arts, 1
yvear of physical education, 1 semester of economics, 2 years of science,
and 2 years of mathematics or computer science. The total credits required
have been increased from 18 to 20. Students must achieve a "C" average in
14 core requirements before a diploma is awarded.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15. High school
students must attend 90 percent of the class sessions to receive credit for
the course. The State Board of Education has asked local school districts
to establish attendance requirements for elementary school students.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to teacher education programs vary by
institution. Students must achieve a statc-cstablished minimum grade point
average to complete the programs.

o (Certification and Relicensing

Certification, granted upon completion of an approved teacher
education program, is valid for 5 years. Teachers must complete 6 credits
for recertification, half of which may be earned through inservice
programs. An advanced certificate, also valid for 5 wvears, requires a
master’s degree for a fifth year of education.

o Staff Dheveloprent

Local school districts nust develop and implement District
Professional Development Plans which are submitted and approved annually.
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Idaho

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-3: 270 minutes per day
Grades 4-6: 300 minutes per day
Grades 7-12: 330 minutes per day

All high school students must maintain a 6 period schedule, even if they
have satisfied high school graduation requirements.

o Other

The legislature has asked all local school districts to develop
disciplinary policies.
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ILLINOIS
(1984-85 Profile)

Student Standards
o Testing

Local school districts are advised to assess students in reading and
mathematics at least twice in elementary school and once in high school.
Proficiency standards and assessment instruments are determined by the
districts. The State Board of Education does not require or endorse the
use of minimum competency tests. It encourages districts to use multiple
criteria in evaluating student performance.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Through the Class of 1987, students must complete 3 years of English,
1 year of social studies and a total of 16 units to graduate. Additional
requirements are determined by local school boards. Legislation enacted in
1983 requires students in the Class of 1988 tc take 3 years of English, 2
each of social studies and mathematics, 1 of science, 1 of foreign
language, fine arts or vocational education, 4 years of physical education
and 1 semester of health education.

3

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

The use of tests and minimum grade point averages for admission to and
completion of teacher education programs varies by institution. The state
is reviewing its standards on admission, retention and recommendation for
certification to make more rigorous and uniform the standards used by the
58 teacher education institutions.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved teacher education program, teachers
receive a Standard Certificate which is renewable every 4 years through
registration and payment of fees.

o Staff Development

Although there are no state inservice training requirements, all local
school districts and regional State Department of Education staff provide
inservice/staff development programs.
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Illinois

School and School District Standards

o Length of Sch.ol Year (minimum)

176 days of actual pupil attendance

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grade 1: 4 hours
Grades 2-12: 5 hours

N
L)
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INDIANA

Student Standards
o Testing

Each school corporation is required to maintain a current educational
improvement program of evaluation and follow-up in the subject matter areas
of reading, composition and spelling, mathematics, social studies, science,
and computer literacy. The educational improvement program includes
annually testing students at four grade levels (two in grades 1-6, one in
grades 7 and 8, and one in grades 9-12) in the areas listed above.

Performance standards are set locally and are for instructional improvement
only.

A statewide basic competency skills test is presently administered to
students in grades 3, 6, and 8 in the areas of mathematics, reading
comprehension, and composition. Minimum acceptable test scores arc set by
the State Board of Education. Students scoring below the minimum
acceptable scores are required to participate in a remediation program.

Beginning with the 1987-88 school year, a new statewide test of
educational progress will be implemented in grades 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 9 aund
11. It will replace the current statewide basic competency skills cesting
and remediation program. ISTEP (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational
Progress) will test students in English/language arts, mathematics, social
studies, and science. The State Board of Education will adopt state
achievement standards for mathematics and English/language arts for grades
1-8. Students scoring below the state achievement standards (yet no more
than 16 percent of the state’'s students) will be required to attend a
summer remediation program. A waiver of the remediation program is
available in certain instances. Any student who, after summer remediation
and retesting, still scores below the state standards must be retained for
one school year. A waiver of the retention requirement is also available
in limited instances.

o High School Graduation Reguirements

Until 1989, graduating high school seniors must complete 3 years of
English, 2 of social studies, 1 each of mathematics, science and basic
physical education, 1/2 year of health and safety (total 16 units) plus 16
credits earned as electives from these and other areas of study, for a
total of 32 units. Additionally, students must attend 7 semesters in
grades 9-12 in order to graduate. However, a waiver of this requirement is
available.

Effective with the Class of 1989, students must take an additional
year each of English, mathematics and science, (total 22 units), plus 16
credits of electives, for a total of 38 credits. The third year of a
foreign language can be substituted for the fourth year of English.
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Indiana

An academic honors diploma is available to those students in the class
of 1989 who earn 47 credits as follows: 4 years of English and
mathematics, 3 or 4 years of a foreign language, 3 years of social studies
and s:ience 1 year of fine arts and basic physical education, 1/2 year of
health and . .fety (total 38 or 40 credits), plus 7 or 9 credits of
elect .ves. (Students in the class of 1988 are eligible for the academic
honors diploma if they have taken 2 years of one foreign language and met
all of the other requirements.) Additionally, only courses in which a
student has earned a grade of C or above may count toward an acaderic
honors diploma and only courses in the highest academic track may count
toward an academic honors diploma. A student’s GPA must be a B or above.

o Attendance

Students must attend schoel from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to and completion of teacher education
programs vary by institution, although all institutions have developed
programs which incorporate the minimum standards established by the State
Board of Education.

o Certification and Relicensing

Graduates of approved teacher education programs receive an Initial
Standard License, valid for 5 years and which can be renewed for another 5
years with additional credits. Teachers may obtain professional licenses
upon completion of a master’'s .degree and 3 years teaching experience or may
renew the Initial Standard License every five years. The State Board of
Education has established a legislatively mandated system for license
renewal that does not require completion of a master’'s degree.

Starting in July 1985, applicants for the Initial Standard License had
to pass a teacher license examination which tested general knowledge and
professional knowledge. Beginning July 1986, applicants also had to pass
subject matter tests.

Effective April 1988, a school corporation may not employ an
individual with an Initial Standard Licence unless the individual has
completed or is participating in a beginning teacher internship program or
has at least two years teaching experience outside of Indiana. The
beginning teacher internship program involves the appointment of a mentor
who evaluates the progress, strengths, and weaknesses of the beginning
teacher’'s skills and practices and provides guidance to the beginning
teacher in attaining excellence in teaching.
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Indiana

o Staff Development

Local school districts design and offer their own inservice programs.
As part of the new licensing system, the State Board of Education has
developed a continuing education plan for teachers and administrators for
lifelong learning and professional development.

Beginning July 1987, each school corporation must develop and
implement a staff performance evaluation plan to evaluate the performance
of each certified employee. Each plan must provide for the improvement of
the performance of the individuals evaluated, must provide for the growth
and development of the individuals evaluated, must require periodic
assessment of the effectiveness of the plan, must provide for the
evaluation of non-permanent and semi-permaneat teachers, anrd may provide a
basis for making employment decisions.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

In 1986-87, the ninimum length of the school year was 175 days with no
requirement to make up snow days. For the 1987-88 vear, the minimum
remains the same but snow days have to be made up. 1In 1988-89 the minimum
will be 180 days with snow days being made up.

o Length of School Davy (minimum)

Grades 1-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 6 hours

o Curriculum

In 1988, each school’s computer literacy curriculum must be reviewed
and updated (as part of every school’s educational improvement program).

o Other

Legislation passed in 1987 established a performance-based
accreditation system, a performance-based awards program, an educational
opportunity program for at-risk students, a committee on educational
attitudes, motivation and parental involvement, and a loan repayment
program for minority teachers.
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IoWA
Student Standards
o Testing
There are currently no state testing requirements.

o High School Graduation Standards

The nrumber and types of courses required for graduation from high
school are determined by local school boards. The state requires students
to complete 1-1/2 years of social studies and 1/8 unit of physical
education each semester a student is enrolled.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 to age 16.

o Other
Students must be carning 15 semester hours toward graduation in the

current semester and have earned 15 credits in the previous semester to be
eligible to participate in extracurricular activities.

Teacher Standards

o Jdeacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs are determined by individual institutions. The State Board of
Education, which is also the Board of Educational Examiners, approves the
curriculum of the teacher cducation progprams.

o Certification and Relicensing

Candidates for initial certification, which is valid for 10 vears and
can be renewed with additional credits and inservice training, must
complete an approved teacher education program. The Permanent Certificate
requires a master's degree and 4 years of teaching experience. Effective
October 1, 1988, initial certification for teachers is valid for two years.
Subsequent certificates are issued for five year periods with additional
credits and inservice training. The permanent certificate will no longer
be issucd after October 1988.

o Staff Developmrent

Inscrvice traiving that is applied to cervificate vencwal must be
approved by the State Department of hducation.
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Iowa

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 davs

o Lenpgth of School Day (minimum)

Determined by local school boards. Proposed standards effective in
1989 require a minimum student instrurtional day of 5 1/2 hrs.

Other

The State Board of Education is currently revising its educational
standards with an cffective date of July 1, 1989 for local school
districts.




FANSAS
Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grades 2, 4, 6, 8 and 11 have taken statewide tests in
reading and matnematics since 1981-82. The results are uscd to provide a
descriptive profile of the students’ minimwn competency achicvement, After
reviewing the 1982-83 testing program during the 1083-84 interim session,
the Legiclature voted to continue the program for five years and change the
testing from grade 11 to grade 10.

o dipgh School Graduation Requirements

Until 1988, praduating sceniors must complete 4 vears of bnglich, 2 of
social studies, 1 each of mathewatics and science, 1 of health and plyeical
education and a total of 1/ units. Starting with the Clare ot 1988,
students will need an additional vear cach of social studies, mathematics
and science, for a total of 20 units. The Class of 1989 must complete 271
units (a unit increase in electlves). The State Board of Education aluo
defined collepe preparatory programs to include courses in mathemat les,
science, foreign language and computers,

o Attendance

Students wnst attond sonool [row ave 7 to ape 16

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Prepavation

Requirements for adsission to teacher education programs vary hv
institution. Studentsn attending state ohools Mepento Tttt o st
attain a minimum prade poine averape and pass a bacic skills tent,
Beginning in Scpterber 198y, students must participate in or o aceeptod
carly ficld cxpericnces hefove entoving teacher cduear fon 3 rovram

n Certification _and Relicensing

For initial certitication an applicapt mst have conpleted a stat.
approved teacher cducation proprow; have a cumnlatize GPA of oy w0 N
scale: have pasac! “he bre-Professional Skills Test and the Professicnal
Knowledpe component of the hational leacher Fromination; ol boere the
rocommendation of the teachetr edusation ingstitation at which the program
was completod.  The initial certificate i valid for ¥ vears., The n-Yen
Certificate requives 2 wears teaching esperlence during the terw of the !
vear certiisicate Peneval of the o=Year Certificato rogquives eithor 6 oy &
semesteor hours of vecent credit . Slate-approvea inservice can be applied
toward poeswal
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o Statf o bevelopneot
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Student Standavds

o leating
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ation_and Pelicensing

Fffeetive Janmary 1989, teaching candidates must pass the National
Teachers Fxamination and complete a one-vear internship before receiving a
certificate that is good for 4 years. Thereafter, renewals are based on
acquisition of a Master's degree, other advanced training and experience.
Peunewals are good for » vear periods,

o Stalf Developroent
Foach Tocal cohoal dintyict

fo allocated 4 inservice dayvy per year,
Dictrict plans are haned ane local
{

Iv - determined neceds and must be approved
fon, 1986 lepialation provided funding,
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Fentucks

corrected over a specific time period, Districts that fail to meet
deadlines for improvement are placed in "academic receivership,” and are
subject to management intervenrion by the state and in extremre cases, tO
removal of local district leaderchip. 1985 and 1986 lepislation provide
funding for wanagerent assistance to be provided to the lowest performing
districre
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LOUISTANA
Student Standards
o Testing
Basic Skills Testing Program. Beginning in 1981-82, a statewide basic
skills testing program was initiated with criterion-referenced basic skills
tests in language arts and mathematics administered to students in second

grade. Cne grade a ycar was added to the testing program until 1984-85,
when the program was limited to grades 2 through 5.

In 1986, the basic skills testing program was redesigned to measure
proficicney in prade-level skills, rather than minimum proficiency skills.
The new criterion-referenced testing program, to be implemented in 1988-89,
will test students in prades 3, 5, and 7.

Statewide minimum performance scoves Lor the basic skills testing
program arv set annuallv by the State Department of Education, and
achicvement on the tests is a principal factor in promotion and remcediation
tecisions.

vorp-Peferenced Testing Program. A local option norm-retcerenced
testing program was implemented for 1986-87 only. Forty-six of the state’s
66 school systems participated and will be reimbursed on a per pupil basis
for the cost of the local testing program. The local school systems will
report the resnalts of the testing to the State Department of Fducation.

Perinning in 198/-82, a4 single norp-referenced test will be
administered statewide at o winfwm of three grade levels, At the present
time, grades 4, f, and 9 are being recomzended.

Crade 11 Proficiency Test' . An llth grade test, designed to mearure
proficiency in the core content subjects (English, mathematics, science,
and sorial studica) regiired in secondary schoola, will be duplerented in
1088.8%,  The 1csults me intended o certify students for a high school
diplora and to identifv studints requiring remedial assistance.

Ak
the second vear, in the Southern Regional FEducation Roard/National
Assessment of Educational Progress Crade 11 test, along with seven other
southern states. Approximately 2, 000 louisiana Grade 11 students «are beine
tested inaatheratics and U.S. History., Toeir performance will be cowpares
to a national noim. a sontheastern resional norm, and to other

pu[’!ik ip.xtilx{', Slalen,

Crade 11 Teat, In Pvn6-87, the state is participating for

Vit vearten Deweloppental Serecning.  bBeginning with the 1987-88
aehinal o, e endid entering Finderearton fon the firet tiire mnt be

t
L
v
1

school systems will
pach sclovt an inctronent frow the state's list of approved instruments,

piven g nation by reerpniced peadinens test . Lova

Thee 1o alts of Ul crersning et he naed for placement and for planning
Pt o,
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Louisiana

o High School Graduation Requirements

Beginning with the graduating class of 1989 (1986-87 incoming
freshmen), students must complete 4 units of English, 3 units of social
studies, 3 units of mathematics, 3 units of science, 2 units of health and
physical education, 1/2 unit of computer literacy, and 7 1/2 units of
electives, for a total of 23 units., Changes from prior years included
increasing the number of science units from 2 te 3, the number of social
studies units from 2 to 3, adding the 1/2 unit of computer literacy, and
reducing the number of allowed electives from 8 1/2 to 7 1/2. 1In addition
to increasing the number of units, the required courses in each area were
strengthened. Beginning in 1988-89, students must pass the 1llth Grade
Proficiency Test fcr graduation.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Legislation is
pending to change the compulsory attendance ages to 7 through 18 and to
change the date a child may enter the first grade of any public schesl to
six vears old on or before December 31 of the calendar year in which the
school year begins. Since 1984, parents or legal guardians have been
allowed to apply to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
for approval of a home study program for their children.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparatiorn

Prior to adirission to a state college teacher education program,
applicants for teacher certification must take the General Knowledge and
Comninicat fon Skille Teats in the National Teacher Exarinations Core
Batterv. In addition, applicants must have attained a 2.2 GPA on a 4.0
scale in all collepe course work attempted before gaining admission to such
programs.

Applicants for certification at the secondary level must complete no
less than six semester hours in the teaching of reading, and for
certification at the elewrentary level, shall have completed no less than
nine semester hours in the teaching of reading.

Applicants it spond g minimum of 270 clock hours in student teaching
with at least 180 hours spent in actual teaching. Also, the applicant must
have completed a substantial proportion of the 180 hours of actual student
teaching on an all-dav bosis.

Ppon pradiiation frenm an approved teacher oducation program, applicants
ot hove achicved @ 20% €PA on a 4.0 scale,
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Louisiana

o Certification and Relicensing

Since 1978, any person applying for initial certification as a t.acher
in a public school must have passed an examination that includes English
proficiency, pedagogical knowledge, and knowledge in the area of
specialization. The initial certificate is valid for 3 years and may be
renewed for an additional 3 years. Lifetime certification requires 3-5

years of teaching experience and additional credits depending on the type
of certificate sought.

o Staff Development

local school systems may provide teacher inservice education programs
based on local needs. These programs are designed by local school district
staff. An Administrative Leadership Academy is being established to
develop, publicize, and implement workshops, courses, and activities for
school administrators whose positions require teacher certification. Every
principal. assistant principal, and local school system central office
administrator who deals directly with instruction must earn 15 renewal
credits each five vears served in an administrative position. Credits will
be earned for workshops sponsored by the Academy, college credit hours, and
positive evaluations in administrative positions. Training for prospective
administrators will also be provided.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days with no fewer than 175 days of instruction

o Length of School Day (minimum)

330 minutes of instructional time, exclusive of all recesses. School
boards may provide for a school day consisting of up to 360 minutes
instructional time, exclusive of all recesses.

o Other

Extracurricular activities may not be scheduled during instructional
time: local school districts may allow 3 days per school year for such
activities.
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MAINE

Student Standards
o Testing

The Maine Educational Assessment Program, begun in 1985-86, tests
students in grades 4, 8, and 1l in reading, writing, mathematics, social
studies, and science. This assessment, which is designed to provide
information on the achievement and progress of Maine students, replaces the
Maine Assessment of Educational Progress studies conducted since 1971 with
representative samples of students.

o High School Graduation Regquirements

The number and distribution of courses required for high school
graduation prior to 1989 is determined by local boards of education, with
the state only requiring students to take &4 years of English and to receive
instruction in American history. Students graduating in 1989 must attain
by state regulation at least 16 credits of which the following are
required: & credits English; 1 credit each of American history, fine arts,
physical education, and social studies; 2 credits each of mathematics and
science; 1/2 credit each of health education and Maine studies; and
demonstrate proficiency in the use of computers. Local boards may require
more specific courses or credits.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Legislation passed
in 1984 mandates the provision of kindergarten.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

A Provisional Certificate is issued upon completion of an approved
teacher education program which is valid for 5 years and requires
additional credits for renewal. A Professional Certificate is valid for 10
years and can be obtained with 30 credits and &4 years of teaching
experience. 1984 legislation created a three-level program for teacher
preparation and certification, including a two-year nonrenewable
certificate for beginning teachers which emphasizes preparation through
internships. Starting in June 1985, teacher candidates will have to report
scores from the Core Battery section of the National Teacher Examinations
to qualify for certification.




76

Maine

Regulations are being written to implement the Teacher Certification
Law of 1984 that will provide three levels of certification: Provisional,
Professional, and Master. Development of support groups to assist the

teacher in attaining the chosen certification level is also part of this
law.

o Staff Development

Local school districts plan, provide and fund staff development
programs. The State Department of Education evaluates and approves each
teacher’s certification renewal plan, and inservice can be used for renewal
of a Provisional Certificate. Forthcoming regulations may change the
renewal of provisional certification,

School and School Districts Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days, including 5 days for inservice.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

5 hours

o Curriculum

The State Department of Education provides instructional objectives in
reading, English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies,
and test questions matched to these objectives and test scoring services to
those school districts that wish the assistance. Starting with the 1985-86
school year, high schools will be required to offer a two-year sequence of
a foreign language and a computer-literacy program, library instruction,
and vocational education. Elementary schools, in addition to the regular
course of study, will be required to offer fine arts, health education, and
Maire studies programs. While the state does not mandate a particular
curriculum, a process for curriculum development entitled, "A Framework for
Curriculum Design: People, Process, Product" is recommended.
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MARYLAND

Student Standards
o Testing

As part of a comprehensive academic improvement plan, students in
grades 3, 5 and 8 are given the California Achievement Tests. Local school
systems may also administer the test in grade 11 if they choose.

In addition, as part of Project Basic, students in grade 9 must take
tests in reading, mathematics, and writing. A citizenship test is
administered in either grade 9 or 10. Students who do not successfully
meet state specified standards must be given appropriate assistance
programs. These students may also retake the tests each semester until

grade 12. Students who fail the tests in the 12th grade do not receive a
diploma.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective with the graduating class of 1989, students must complete &4
years of English, 3 each of social studies and mathematics, 2 of science, 1
each of physical education and fine arts, and a total of 20 credits. This
is an increase of one year of mathematics and one year of fine arts over
the current requirements. They must also meet the state competency
prerequisite requirements described in Testing above.

Students who complete a third year of science, one year of a foreign

language and 12 units of "advanced" courses and who earn an overall grade
point average of 2.6 will receive a "certificate of merit."

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Candidates receive a standard certificate upon completion of an
approved teachei education program or upon meeting specific state require-
ments. Teachers must attain the Advanced Certificate after 10 ears. This
certificate requires 3 years of successful teaching experience and a
master's depree or 30 semester hours of planned inservice. The state has
conducted validation of the NTE Programs tests and could ultimitely require
a test for initial certification.
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Maryland

o Staff Development

Since inservice is required to gain advanced certification, an
extensive network of inservice is available from local school districts and
state agencies.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-8: 6 hours
Grades 9-12: 6.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state has produced K-12 curriculum frameworks in the areas of
social studies, science, mathematics, language arts, and physical
education. These frameworks were put into bylaw by the State Board of
Education. This means that local school systems must include the general
framework goals in their curriculum. Additional frameworks are planned in
the areas of the fine arts and foreign language.
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MASSACHUSETTS

Stucent Standards
o Testing

Beginning in 1986 the state initiated two new statewide testing
programs. The first program, the Massachusetts Educational Assessment
Program, tests all students in grades 3, 7, and 1l in major curriculum
areas using a matrix sample design that includes mostly NAEP items. The
purpose of this program is to identify curriculum strengths and weaknesses
at the school building and district levels. The second testing program,
the Massachusetts Basic Skills Testing Program, tests all students in
grades 3, 6, and 9 for mastery of basic skills in reading, writing, and

mathematics. The purpose of this program is to identify students in need
of remediation.

o High School Graduation Requirements

The number and distribution of courses required for high school
graduation are determined by local school boards, but students must be
instructed in history, civics and physical education.

o Attendance
Students must attend school from age /7 through 15.
o Other

A state task force will produce a model code of conduct.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Prepardation

Require 2ents for admission to teacher education programs vary by
inctitution. Since September 1982, teachers completing these programs have
been required to demonstrate competence in five areas during their student
teaching.

o Certification and Relicensing

Altaoph statutes include a provision that teacher candidates receive
a 2 veav provisional certificate requiring on-the-job evaluation, a
permanent cervtificate is issued to graduates of approved teacher education
Progr ims.,
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Massachusetts

o Staff Development

No statewide requirements or programs currently exist. The state
funds about 500 voluntary school-based inservice education projects each
year through the Commonwealth Inservice Institute.

School and School District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours
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MICHIGAN
Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grades 4, 7 and 10 have taken state-doveloped tes. s since
1969. The tests are ‘esigned to assess basic skills competencies in
mathematics, reading, and, periodically, in other subjoct arcas, The etate
does not set minimum competency standards, but uses cucoff scores o
determine c¢ligibility for the state compensatory education progrioe atel as o
basis for allocating state remedial education aid.

o High School Craduation Requirements

Civics is the only convse required by state law for high ccloo?
graduat ion

o Attendance

Students must attond achool trom the age of 6 through 15,

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

‘riteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution. There ic a minimum grade point reguirerent
for entrance into studient teaching.

o Certificarion ard Peliicensing

A student completing an approved teacher education program veceives a
Prov.osional Cevtibicoate, alld Lor & years Teachers want o attara tho
contimting certificare which is permanent. This certificate requires 1t
credits and 3 years ot teaching experience,

o Stuff Developinent

The state provides Iocal disiricrs with a set amount of aid per
teacher for staft development. Programs are developed and implemented at
the local level and mav count toward cr-dit requirements for further
certificarion.

Scheol and School Distriect Standards
o Leopth o of School Vear moaimun)

180 davy
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o Lenpth of Sctionl Duy (windmam)

The state will provide incentive prants to focal school district: that
citead the school dav ta oix S0-nminute periods or a total of 00 minuten of
classroom instruction a duv in grades 4-12,

o Curpieulwr

Additional state aid will be provided to school districis that offer
high school stadenta 4 vears of English and 3 years cach of mathematics,
seicnce and gocial atadica; 2 oyears of an combination «f forefgn languag:,
finc or portorning atn, cocational edacatinn or practical arte; 1 vear of
health andsor phvaical education; and, start op in TUES-EOH, 1 somentior of
corpiiter cdacat for
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MINNESOTA
Student. Standards
o Testing
Since 19845-25, local schoel districts are required to tesr students
armially in any area of study they choose.  The state is developing a
battery of diapnostie examdnations for this astarewide assessment progran

‘
which {8 similar o the National Asscszment of Educational Fropress,

o High Setoal Ciadaation Pe

Stuchinte rust take 4 vears of English, 3 of social studies, 1 seience,
)

bouath, 100 o healsh and U ophivedeal cducation and a total of 20 unirs to

praduate trom high scbwool (prades 9-12),  Local school districts determine

the dictri on oof the othey 9 172 units. To ensure cygual educational
v, the St Poord of Flueatdion bas increaded the wmmber of

bat districos nast offer in high sehools effective 1085-86.  (Sec

Cuarricalun below oo

couyraes

N St e

Srodente naet sitewd seleol from ase 7 thoongh by

Teacher Standards

Poguiteosnt s for aliission to, and cowpletion of, teacher cducation
proprams cary by oinsticowion, according to ctandards set by the Board of

Teachine

o Certifiration a0 ) ieinain

SnGIng

Tha inivil Mieense ia iowued to praduates of approvced teachey
cducat inn progracs and is ovalid for 2 vears. Beginning april 4, 1988, all
applicants for initial teaching licenses must achieve the minimum passing
scores on the Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPSTY. The Continuing License
must be rencwed ewerv 5 vears with additional credits obtained threough
inservice, collise conrses, publications or worit as a supervisory teacher.

The otate provides prant moeney and model progoams for use by local
school districts in providing inservice training. The 1984 legislatme
appropriated tunds {or "prassroots" schnol improvement initiatives based on
school etiertivences recearch; also funds for training iuv technologi-al
applications in ifeatruerion
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Minnenota

School and School District Standards
o lengrhoof School Year (minimum)
V75 davs

o Iongth oo School bay (rinfmum)
Findervgarten: 2 1/2 hours
trades 1-34, 5 hours
Grades 460 5-1/7 hoars
Crades 7210 6 hours

o Carfonlin

As of 1985-80, [our-year high schools must offer, or make available to
students, 9 vears of comeunications: 4 each of mathematics, science and
soctal studics: 2 cach ol a forceipgn language, visual arts, avd music; 1 of
industrial arte; 1/2 in health and 2/3 in physical education in the 9th
rrade, and 1//7 in the 10th grade, plus 10 clectives In five arecas,

Stadents tn erades F-12 mnst be exposed to Information Techunoloyg, and a
career edusation program,

no Other

Fache robood dictrict et have a written disefpline policy.
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MISSISSIPPI
Student Standards
o Testing

A statewide testing program was implemented in 1984-85. Diagnostic
teats are pgiven to stadents in grades 3, 5, g and 11.

o High Schonl Graduation Requirements

Students must complete 18 units, including 4 years of Lnglish, 2 of
cocial studies, and 2 cach of mathematics and science. In the future, all
praduating seniors will be required to pass the (lth grade statewide test.

o Attoendance

Students muat attend school from ape 7 through 16, Kindergarten is a
mandatory progran, ctfective in 1986,

Teacher Standards
o Leacher Proparation

Students admitted to teacher education pregrams in statce-supported
inctitutions must pass a state gqualifying test. Those with a minimum scere
An the ACT Lest and ¢ specified grade point average are exempt from the
test requirvement with the exception of the speaking and writing areas. £
minfrar prade point average is required Lo complete teacher education
programs and the state requires a passing score on the NTE.

N tertification and Relicenaing

A passing score on the NTE Core Battery and/or Specialty Area Fzams is
required for certification.  Four levels of rcertification are available,
depending npon arount of cducation.  Only the Class AAAA certificate, which
requires a doctorate, is wvalid for life. Legislation passed in 1982
requires that beginning teachers be evaluated each year during their
provisional status (up to 3 vearw), This program is being pilot-tested.

o staff Developrent

Lacal = ool districts must submit comprehensive inservice staff
development plans to the state. Approved programs are to be funded in part
by the state.  Some of the state aid is to be used to assist beginming
teachers,
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Mississippi

School and School District Standards

o Accreditation

A state tazk force proposed a plan for a performance-based school
accreditation system in 1984. A model system will be tested for =wo years,
after which all schools must comply with the standards.

o Length of School Yeay (minimum)

175 davs

o Lenpth of School Day (eindmum)

330 minutes
o  curriculum

An Acconntabl lity/Instruct ional Management Program in grades K-12
defines methods of instruction and evaluation and provides a framework for
implement ing the performance stiandards mandated in the 1982 legislation,

o Other

Kindergarten, lat, ?2nd and 3rd grade classes will have assistant
teachers by the 1986827 chool year to give students basic skills training.
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MISSOURTI

Student Standards

o Testing

Since 1979, 8th grade students have taken the statewide Basic
Essential Skills Test (BEST), which tests minimum adult competencies in
reading/language arts, mathematics, and government/economics. The test is
used to monitor student achievement. Students who fail any part of the
test during the 8th grade are required to retake the parts failed each
succeeding year until passing. Starting in 1987, students will have to

pass the BEST test to veceive high school credit for related 9th grade
basic skills courses.

In addition, the State Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education provides criterion-referenced tests in reading/language arts,
social studies, civics, science, and mathematics at grades 2 through 10, as
part of its statewide testing program These tests, designed to assess
overal]l student performance and improve the quality of instruction, may be

used by the local school district to assess the quality of education in the
districet.

o Hipgh Schonl Graduation Requirements

Until 1988, students must complete one year each ¢: English, social
studies, mathematics and science, plus 2 additional units from among these
subjects; 1 year each of fine and practical arts and physical education;
and a total of 20 units for high school graduation. Starting with the
Ciass of 1988, students will be required to take 22 units, including 3
years of English, 2 each of social studies, mathematics and science, and 1
each of fine and practical arts and health and physical education. Local
school districts may award a college preparatory studies certificate to
students who earn 74 units, including 4 years of English and 3 each of
mathematics, science, social studies and "advanced" electives, and who
actieve a minimum GPA and SAT or ACT score.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Students must attain a minimum GPA and, since July 1983, a minimum SAT
or ACT score for admission inteo teacher education programs. Candidates not
meeting these requirements may retake the college entrance tests or other
accepted national Lests and complete remedial courses.
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Missouri

o (Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved teacher education program, students
receive lifetime certification. The 1984 legislature approved a bill
requiring students seeking high school certification at Missouri’s public
colleges and universities, to take a "nationally available exam" to test
subject matter competence. The legislation also requires the state to put
on probation any public college or university teacher training program in
which fewer than 70 percent of the students achieve the national norm. The
State Board of Educaticn was also granted authority to replace lifetime
certification effective September 1988. The life certificate will be
replaced with provisinnal certificates with renewal criteria.

o Staff Development

All classified and accredited school distiicts in Missouri are
required to have a planned inservice educs*ion program provided and
administered by the districts to encourage and facilitate professional
growth of the staff. The State Board of Education is committed to
expanding that requirement by including staff development based primarily
on the needs of teachers as identified by regular performance-based
evaluations of teachers and local instructional priorities.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School vear (minimum)

174 days and 1,044 hours

o  Lengsth ot Schiool Dav (¢ inimum)

The school day must be at least 3 hours but no more than 7 hours.
o Curriculum

The state does not mandate specific curriculum to be implemented in
the school districts. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
has been, however, promoting an instructional management system approach to
curriculum in which school districts are expected to develop curriculum
based upon objectives provided by the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education; provide as much instructional time as students need to
master the objectives; use criterion-referenced tests to measure student
mastery of the objectives; and svstematically record student progress so
that students receive instruction only on objectives which they have not
yet mastered.
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MONTANA
Student Standards
o Testing
There are no statewide testing requirements.

o Hipgh School Graduation Reguirements

Students must complete 4 years of English, 2 each of social studies,
mathematics, science and practical arts, 1 each of physical education and
fine arts, and a total of 16 units to graduate from high school. The total

units will increase to 18 for the graduating class of 1988 and 20 for the
class of 1989.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

General admission standards to teacher education programs are
developed cooperatively by institutions, the State Department of Education
and local school districts. Individual institutions set their own grade
point average and test requirements. A minimum grade point average is
required for program completion.

o Teacher Certification

The NTE Core Battery is required for initial teacher and administrator
certification. A Standard Certificate is awarded upon completion of an
approved teacher education program. A Professional Certificate requires a
master's degree and 3 years of teaching experience. Both certificates must
be renewed every 5 years with additional academic credits and/or inservice.

o Staff Development

Staff development is required and the state allows 7 days per teacher
per year, including attendance at conferences.

School and Sc¢hool District Standards

o Length of *he School Year (minimum)

180 days




Montana

o Length of the

School Day {(minimum)

K: 2 hours
Grades 1-3:

Grades 4-172:

4 hours
6 hours

90

.
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NEBRASKA
Student Standards
o Testing
Local school districts must test students in grade 5 and up in
reading, writing and mathematics using either state or locally-developed
tests. Performance standards are established by the local district. A
state-developed test may not be used as the basis of retaining or promoting

students.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1988, graduating seniors must complete 160 credit hours with the
specific subject area requirements determined by local school boards.
Starting with the Class of 1988, students must complete 200 credit hours,
eighty percent of which must be in a core curriculum to be established by
the State Board of Education.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 to 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

The 1984 legislature mandated competency tests in the basic skills and
in subject matter area specialty for all new teachers. The basic skills
tests are in place; the subject tests are still to be implemented. The
testing standards, established by the State Board of Education, were
effective in the fall of 1984. The State Board of Education was also

authorized to develop an "entry year assistance program" to help beginning
teachers.

Three levels of certification, with different education and experience
requirements, are available. All certificates must be renewed after a
period of 5 to 10 years and renewal of the entry level certificate requires
additional credit hours.

o Staff Development

Local school districts plan and offer inservice training. Inservice
is tied to teacher salary advances in some districts.
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Nebraska

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

The 1984 legislature extended the school year from 175 days to require

that elementary students receive 1032 hours of instruction and high school
students, 1080 hours.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

See Length of School Year above.

o Curriculum

The 1984 legislation established a mission statement for schools and
requires local school districts to meet the State Board of Education’'s
forthcoming quality and performance-based standards.
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NEVADA
Student Standards
o Testing
Students in grade - 3, 6, 9 and 12 are tested in reading, writing and
mathematics. The 9th and 12th grade tests are the Nevada High School
Proficiency Exams. Students scoring below the state-established

proficiency levels may be promoted but must receive remedial services.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Under existing graduation requirements, students take 3 years of
English, 2 of social studies, 2 of mathematics and 1 of science, 2 1/2 of
health and physical education and a total of 20 units. Starting with the
Class of 1092, graduating seniors must have an additional year of English
and science, and 1/2 credit in the use or computers (or demonstrate
competency) and a total 22 1/2 units. Students failing the 9th grade test
will be evaluated to determine what remedial study is appropriate. Since
1982, students have had to pass the 12th grade exam to graduate.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, tcacher education
programs vary by institution. A pilot program establishing a minimum GPA
has been initiated and includes a remedial component for students failing
to mweet the standard.

o Certrification and Relicensing

Four levels of certiflication are available and vary with respect to
required education and teaching experience. All certificates must be
renewed after a period of 5 to 10 years, and certificate renewal requires
additional credits. The State Board of Education acted in Octcber 1984 to
require prospective teachers to pass tests of basic skills and subject
matter prior to certification.

o Staff Developwent

Inservice can be used for salary increases and certificate rencwal.
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Nevada

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-2: 4 hours
Grades 3-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state mandates courses of study for grades K-12 to assist local
school districts in planning and implementing school curriculum. The
Nevada Secondary Course of Study outlines minimum course content in areas
of study required for high school graduation.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
Student Standards
o Testing
Local school districts must test students in grades 4, 8 and 12 in
communications and mathematics or at other levels to be determined by them.
Proficiency standards are set by local districts using state guidelines.
Most districts use test results as a diagnostic tool, although some use the

tests for grade promotion and high school graduation.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective with the Class of 1989, students must complete 4 years of
English, 2 1/2 of social studies, 2 each of mathematics and science, one
year of physical education and 1/2 year each of art and computer science
for high school graduation. This is an increase of 1 unit each of
mathematics, science, and physical education, and 1/2 unit each of social
studies, art and computers over the current requirements. The total units
needed to graduate will increase from 16 to 19 3/4.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

All persons seeking state certification must pass the Pre-
Professional Skills Test. A teacher receives a beginner certificate, valid
for 3 years, upon completion of an approved teacher education program. The
Experienced Educator Certificate requires 3 years of teaching experience
and both the beginner and experienced certificates are renewable based on
at least 50 hours of inservice every 3 years. Through an Individualized
Professional Development Plan, substantively qualified candidates can
obtain formal certification to teach mathematics and science.

o Staff Development

Local district staff development programs are required and approved by
the State Department of Education, but are implemented and funded locally.
Inservice is required for certificate renewal.
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New Hampshire

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grade 1: 4.5 hours
Grades 2-8: 5.25 hours

Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours, exclusive of lunch and recess

o Curriculum

The state establishes the minimum number and types of courses offered

at the high school level and define. the subject areas to be taught in
elementary school.
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NEW JERSEY

Student Standards

o Testing

Since 1978, students in grades 3, 6 and 9 have been tested in reading
and mathematics. Tests are used to assess student competencies and as one
factor in allocating state compensatory education aid. Local school
districts must provide remediation to students performing below state-
established cutoff scores.

The 3rd and 6th grade tests are commercial tests chesen by each
district. The State Department of Education anchors the commercial tests
to the statewide 9th grade test and establishes passing scores for each of
the major tests. The current 9th grade test (the High School Proficiency
Test) was administered for the first time in 1984. The new test upgraded
the level of skills tested in the past and added a wrifring component. A
departmental study panel currently is studying the guestion of
administering a high school graduation test in a grade later than the
ninth. A recommendation will be made to the governor by the end of 1987.

o High School Graduation Requirements

In December 1986, the State Board of Education adopted regulations
requiring additional credits and courses for high school graduation. These
new requirements are being phased in; the freshman class of 1990-91 will be
the first required to meet all of the new standards.

The number of credits required for graduation will increase from 92 to
110 starting with the entering ninth grade class of 1988-89. Eighty-seven
of the 110 credits represent mandated courses.

Beginning with the freshman class of 1988-89, students must complete 1
year of world history and cultures, bringing the total social studies
requirement to 3 vears. Beginning with the freshman class of 1989-90,

students must complete a second year of science. Beginning with the
freshman class of 1990-91, students must complete a third year of
mathematics.

All students are still required to complete 4 years of English; 4
years of health or physical education; 1 year of fine, practical, or
performing arts; and 1/2 year of career education. (Schools may now infuse
the 1/2 year of career education into other courses or offer it as a
separate course. The requirement is met either way, but students will
receive separate credit for career education only if it is taken as a
discrete course.) A departmental panel is currently studying the physical
education requirement, and a statewide panel is studying the issue of high
school course proficiencies. '

Beginning with the class of 1989, students must pass the High School
Proficiency Test (HSPT) to graduate.
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New Jersey

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age six through 15,

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Starting in 1983, students must have a minimum grade point average and
pass a basic skills test (or demonstrate the elimination of the deficiencyv
through another assessment) before entering a teacher training program.
Effective spring 1985, prospective teachers must demonstrate a knowledge of
subject matter major at the end of the program through a test selected by
the institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Permanent certification is granted after successful completion of an
approved program and a passing scere on the appropriate NTE Programs test.

In September 1984, the New Jersey State Board of Education adopted an
"alternative" route to teacher certification. This policy, which becomes
effective with the 1985-86 school year, allows local school districts to
hire liberal arts graduates who have had no formal college-based teacher
training. These "provisional" teachers must pass the appropriate NTE
Programs examination, undergo a paid, year-long internship at the hiring
school district, and receive 200 contact hours of formal instruction in
education while they teach. A lifetime teaching certificate is issued upon
successful completion of the internship and training program.

o Staff Development

No state inservice requirement exists at this time.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

4 hours
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NEW MEXICO

Student Standards
o Testing

All New Mexico school districts are required to test third, fifth, and
eighth grade students each spring with the appropriate level of the
Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills, Form U. In addition, the New Mexico
High School Proficiency Examination is given each spring to all tenth
graders in the state and to eleventh and twelfth graders who have not
previcusly taken the test or who have failed it in the past. Students who
pass the Proficiency Exam and a writing sample assessment receive a gold
seal endorsement on their diplomas.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the Class of 1987, students must complete 4 years of
English, 2 each of social studies, machematics and science, 1 of physical
education and 1 of fine arts or practical arts. A total of 21 units are
required for graduation.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Students must pass basic skills tests in reading, writing and
mathematics before they complete a teacher education program. The exams
and performance standards are set by individual institutions.

o Certification and Relicensing

All applicants seeking initial teacher and administrator certification
must achieve a passing score on the NTE Core Battery Tests and the required
NTE Specialcy Area Test(s). In addition, educators currently certified in
New Mexico who seek to add a certificate or endorsement in a specialty
content area must achieve a passing score on the appropriate required NTE
Specialty Area Test(s). Educators whose certificates have expired and are
reapplying for certification must achieve a passing score on the NTE Core
Battery and the required NTE Specialty Area Test(s).

Four levels of certification are available based on education and
length of teaching. All certificates must be renewed every 4 to 10 years.
Some renewals require additional credits or imservice.
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New Mexico

o Staff Development

Staff development is required by the state and up to 4 credits of
inservice can be used for recertification. State approval of local
district programs is required when recertification credit is given.

School and School District Stancards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Regular students shall be in school-directed activities, exclusive of
lunch, for the following minimum time:

K: 2.5 hours/day or 450 hours/year

Grades 1-3: 4.5 hours/day or 810 hours/year
Grades 4-6: 5.0 hours/day or 900 hours/year
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours/day or 990 hours/year

o Curriculum

Local districts are required to use a state-developed list of exit
competencies (which include all subject areas) in their instructional
programs. Effective fall 1984, all schools must offer either a computer
course or integrate computers into the curriculum.

The state does not mandate curriculum in any subject area at any grade
level.
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NEW YORK

Student Standards
o Testing

Students in grades 3, 6, 8 or 9 and 1l or 12 are tested for minimum
competencies in reading comprehension, writing and mathematics using the
Regents Competency Tests and the Pupil Evaluation Program (PEP) tests.
Test results are used to identify students in need of remediation and to
allocate state compensatory education aid. The New York State Board of
Regents recently expanded sixth grade and high school testing to include
competency tests in science and social studies.

A requirement for a Comprehensive Assessment Report requires each
school board to present to the public the results of state testing in a
format provided by the state. For identified low-performing schools, a
self-improvement plan will be required. If sufficient progress has not
been made in correcting the deficiencies identified by the Comprehensive
Assessment Report, the Education Department will require corrective
measures targeted at the specific deficiency.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, to receive a regular diploma, high school students must
pass the Regents Competency tests and complete 4 years of English, 3 of
social studies, 1 each of mathematics and science and a total of 16 units.
These requirements were increased starting with the Class of 1988 by an
additional year each of mathematics and science and -~ -h the Class of 1989
by an additional year each of social studies and art or music, for a total
of 18 1/2 units. To be eligible for a Regents Diploma, graduating seniors
in the Class of 1989 must fulfill the same course requirements as for a
local diploma, take 3 years of a foreign language, and pass a series of
subject matter examinations. Under the new requirements, students can
satisfy up to 6 1/2 units through written and oral examinations.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age of 6 through 15. 1In addition,
Boards of Education have the option of requiring full-time attendance for
unemployed youth who are 16 and to require part-time attendance for
employed youth who are 16.

Teacher Standards

0 Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.
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New York

o (Certification and Relicensing

Since September 1984, all new certification candidates have been
required to pass the NTE Core Battery. The state is considering use of
subject matter tests as well. The Provisional Certificate is valid for 5
years. The Permanent Certificate, which requires a master's degree and 2
years of teaching experience, is valid for life.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades K-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state has curriculum guidelines in all subject areas in grades K-
12. Syllabi serve as frameworks for local curriculum development and
include major learning objectives, sample teaching strategies and
information about statutory and regulatory items affecting the subject.
Teacher guides provide detailed strategies, readings, and sample lesson
plans supplementing the syllabi as assistance for local curriculum
developers. 1In 1984, the Regents approved a plan requiring schools with a
high percentage of low-achieving students to adopt a school improvement
plan. They also voted to require students in grades K-9 to complete 2
years of a foreign language.
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NORTH CAROLINA

Student Standards

o Testing

Since 1978, local school districts have been required to test students
in grades 1, 2, 3, 6 and 8 using the California Achievement Test.
Performance standards are set by the state. A 10th grade state competency
test is used for high school graduation and for allocating state
compensatory education aid. The legislature in 1984 mandated that children
in grades 3, 6 and 8 pass a statewide achievement test to be promoted to
the next grade. Students who score below the 25th percentile on the CAT
must take a state-developed criterion referenced test in reading, language
arts, and mathematics and must achieve the score set by the State Board of
Education to be considered for promotion.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students must pass a 10th grade competency test and also complete &4
years of English, 2 each of social studies, mathematics and science, 1 of
health and physical education with a total of 20 units to receive a high
school diploma.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15. They must attead
school a minimum of 150 days to receive credit for the school year.

Teacher Standards

¢ Teacher Preparation

Standards for admission into teacher education programs currently vary
by institution. Effective Spring 1985, stucents must take the general
knowledge and communications skills portions of the NTE and receive
admissions counseling. A passing score on the NTE professional and subject
matter exams is required for completion of the program.

o Certification and Relicensing

Completion of an approved program and a passing score on the NTE are
required to obtain an initial certificate. A 2 year initial certificate is
issued to beginning teachers during which time they are evaluated and
provided support. A 3 year continuing certificate is issued at the end of
this provisional period. This certificate is then renewable for 5 year
periods. Renewal requires additional credits or some combination of
teaching experience or inservice.
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North Carolina

o Staff Development

The state approves local school district inservice programs. Local
districts require inservice which can be used for certificate renewal. A
total of 15 units of credit is required for certificate renewal.

School and School District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

6 hours. Students are now required to have 5.5 hours of daily
instruction as defined by the State Board of Education.

o Curriculum

The state identifies nine areas of study that must be available as a
continuous program of studies for grades K-12. The 1985 Legislature
adopted a Basic Education Program that is te be available to all students
which includes the nine areas in the Course of Study. Students in grades

K-12 must be given the chance to use computers.

o Other

The 1984 reform program also called for a reduction in class size in
grades four through nine from 30 to 26 children per teacher.

T,
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NORTH DAKOTA
Student Standards
o Testing
There are no statewide testing requirements. However, accreditation
standards require achievement and mental ability testing by local school
districts twice during grades 1-6, once in grades 7 and 8, and achievement

testing twice in grades 9-12.

o High School Graduation Reguirements

Course work requirements include &4 years of English, 3 of social
studies, 2 of mathematics, 2 of science, 1 of physical education and a
total of 17 units. Starting in 1986, graduates were required to take 1
complete unit each of world history and U. S. history as part of the
required social studies.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to teacher education programs vary by
institution. Students must achieve a minimum grade point average to
complete the programs.

o Certification and Relicensing

All teachers must be certificated. The Entrance Certificate is issued
upon completion of an approved program and is valid for 2 years. The
renewal certificate is valid for 5 years and requires 2 years of teaching
experience and recommendations. Succeeding 5 year renewals require
additional credits, active teaching and satisfactory recommendations plus &
semester hours of college credit earned within the dates of the
certificate.

High school (grades 9-12) teachers must teach in their major or minor
fields of preparation.

o Staff Development

Accreditation standards require all teachers to earn 4 semester hours
of college credit plus 64 clock hours of inservice training within the last
5 years.
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North Dakota

School and School District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day {(minimum)

The minimum school day is 5 1/2 hours for elementary students (grades
1-6) and 6 hours for grades 7-12 exclusive of lunch.
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OHIO

Student Standards
o Testing

As part of the state'’s 1983 Minimum Standards for Elementary and
Secondary Education, students must be tested once in grades 1-4, 5-8 and 9-
11 in basic skills. School districts must provide intervention based on
student need. Competency standards are set locally and may be used for
placement and/or promotion.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective September 1, 1987, requirements for high school graduation
include 18 units earned in grades 9 through 12 distributed as follows. 3
units of English language arts; 1/2 unit of health; 2 units of mathematics;
1/2 unit of physical education; 1 unit of science; 2 units of social
studies, including 1/2 unit of American history and 1/2 unit of American
government; 9 elective units; and 3 units in another subject in addition to
the English requirement.

o Attendance

Students must attend school between age 6 and 18.

Teacher Standards

o Teachexr Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs are set and vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Three levels of certification are available. The Provisional
Certificate is valid for 4 years and can be renewed with teaching
experience or 6 semester hours. The Professional Certificate requires
three years of teaching experience and 30 semester hours beyond the
bachelor’s degree and is valid for 8 years. Applicants for the
Professional Certificate must be employed full time in an Ohio school and
may renew the ccrtificate under the same conditions as those governing the
Provisional Certificate. The Permanent Certificate requires 5 years
teaching under the Professional Cectificate and a master’s degree. These
requirements are cffective July 1, 1987.

o Staff Development

The Ohio General Assembly funds a Teacher Development Program which
supports inservice in approximately 95 percent of the state's 615 public
school districts, The programs are designed to help teachers gain new
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Ohio

skills, refine abilities, and become familiar with new teaching
methodologies.

School and Schoo. District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

182 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2-1/2 hours
Grades 1-6: 5 lours
Grades 7-12: 5-1/2 hours

o Curriculum

The state’s Minimum Standards require competency-based education in
the basic skills, require courses of study to be adopted for each subject
taught, and provide suggested curriculum and criteria for selecting
instructional materials. The locally developed courses of study establish
the basis for curriculum and instruction.

o Other

The state’'s Minimum Standards also mandate a code of conduct for each
school district which addresses student rights, due process and issues
related to school conduct.

As of 1986, the district-wide pupil/teacher ratio should not exceed
25:1 in grades K-4. This standard is in addition to the 25:1 district-wide
pupil/teacher ratio for grades K-12.
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Student Standards
o Testing

Legislation in 1985 mandated the administration of a standardized,
norm-referenced test to students in Grades 3, 7, and 10 statewide,
beginning with the school year 1985-86. During March of 1986 and 1987, the
Metropolitan Achievement Tests were administered to all students at these
grade levels with the exception of those with Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs) whose parents refrained from requesting that they participate
in the Oklahoma School Testing Program. Legislation in 1986 mandated that
a standardized, norm-referenced direct writing assessment be administered
to students in Grade 10 (1986-87), and, provided that funds are available,
to students in Grades 7 and 10 (1987-88), and in grades 3, 7, and 10 (1988-
89 and thereafter). Using the same guidelines for exemption of students
with IEPs as was used in 1986, the MAT Writing Test was administered to
10th grade students in February 1987.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, graduating high school seniors must complete 18 units,
including 4 in English, 1-1/2 in social science, and 1 each in mathematics
and science. Effective that year, high school graduates will need 20
units, including 1 additional year each in mathematics and science and 1/2
unit in World History.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

A minimum grade point average and evidence of adequate reading,
writing, and verbal communication skills, as demonstrated by appropriate
academic course work and an interview with an admissions committee, are
required for admission to, and completion of, teacher education programs.

o Certification and Relicensing

Since 1982, candidatcs completing requirements for their first
teaching license must pass a curriculum examination in the subject field
for which they are seeking certification. The license is good for the
first year of teaching, which is a supervised internship including staff
development and evaluation. If needed, this license can be renewed once.
The Standard Certificate is issued after successful completion of the
internship year. 1t is valid for 5 years and may be renewed with 8 credits
or 3 years of expericnce.
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Oklahoma

o Staff Development

The State Department of Education requires that all teachers and
administrators receive at least 75 hours of inservice every 5 years. Staff
development plans are developed by local school districts, approved by the
State Board of Education, and receive some state financial support.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2.5 hours
Grade 1: 5 hours
Grades 2-12: 6 hours

o Curriculum

Legislation passed in 1981 requires local school districts to teach
basic skills in grades K-12 in the areas of reading, English, writing, the
use of numbers, social studies and science. The state is developing
suggested learner competencies with two strands at the high school level,
life skill career and college preparatory, during 1984-85. The state has
developed suggested learner outcomes for grades 1-8.
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OREGON

Student Standards
o Testing

Local school districts must incorporate competencies in reading,
writing, speaking, listening, mathematics and reasoning into their high
school graduation requirements and assess them using tests or other
measures of student achievement. The state does not set or recommend the
number of competence statements required for graduation nor the level of
proficiency to be achieved. Beginning with the Class of 1984, competencies
in reasoning were included. Beginning in 1986, records of test results in
attainment of the Essential Learning Skills and attainment of the Common
Knowledge and Skills in instructional programs adopted by the State Board
of Education were added as a requirement.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective with the Class of 1988, students must earn a minimum of 22
units of credit to include at least 3 of language arts, 2 each of math and
science, 1 each of U.S. History and Global Studies; 1/2 each of govermment
and career development, 1 each of health and physical education, 1 of
personal finance and economics, and 1 of applied arts, fine arts, or
foreign language. Each student must demonstrate competence in reading,
writing, math, speaking, listening, and reasoning.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 18.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Teacher education programs require CBEST for admission into the
program. The NTE is administered prior to receiving endorsements in
subject areas.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved program, teachers receive a Basic
Certificate which is valid for 3 years and is renewable. The Standard
Certificate is valid for 5 years and requires 45 credits of study and two
years of teaching on the Basic Certificate. High school and special
education teachers must attain the Standard Certificate. Renewal of
Standard Certificates is required every 5 years. One year of successful
teaching and 120 hours of Continued Professional Development (CPD) credits
are required for renewal. Six quarter hours of approved course work is
considered equivalent to 120 CPD credits.




112

Oregon

o Staff Development

Inservice training is planned and conducted by local school districts.
The state requires local districts to adopt and implement plans for staff
developmenit,

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Not specified

o0 Curriculum

The state mandates the subject areas that must be taught in grades 1-
8. School districts must also provide their high school students with
elective educational opportunities sufficient to satisfy the high school
graduation requirements and which include applied arts, fine arts, foreign
language, and vocational education.

'
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PENNSYLVANTA
Student Standards
o Testing

Students are tested each year in grades 3, 5 and 8 in reading and
mathematics. Those failing the statewide test are placed in a state-funded
remedial program.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the graduating class of 1989, students will have to earn
21 units in &4 years, including &4 years of English, 3 each of social
studies, mathematics and science, and 2 of arts and humanities.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 8 through 16.

Teacher Standards

¢ Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution. Teacher preparation programs must be
approved by the State Department of Education.

o Certification and Relicensing

Teachers receive an Initial Certificate upon completion of an approved
teacher education program that is valid for 6 years and not renewable. The
Permanent Certificate requires 24 credits and 3 years of experience, or
inservice in lieu of the credits. Effective June 1988, new teachers will
have to pass a test of basic skills, general knowledge, professional
knowledge and subject matter, and complete a one-year internship. Teachers
will be rejuired to earn six continuing education credits every five years.

o Staff Development

Staff development is a required element in mandated salary range plans
for local school districts. The State Department of Education establishes
guidelines for inservice credits used for recertification.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days
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Pennsylvania

o Length of School Day (minimur)

K: 2.5 hours
Grades 1-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours

o Curriculum

The State Department of Education sets minimum curriculum requirements
for grades K-12 and is developing mandated curriculum guidelines. The
state has prescribed learning objectives for each of its 12 Goals of
Quality Education: communications skills, mathematics, science and
technology, citizenship, arts and the humanities, analytical thinking,
family living, work, health, environment, self-esteem, and understanding
others.
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RHODE ISLAND

Student Standards
o Testing

In 1985-86, the state began testing all students in grades 3, 6, 8 and
10 in reading, writing, mathematics, study skills, and health and physical
fitness. Skills to be added to the testing ir subsequent years are
computer literacy, reasoning and analysis, and life skills. The testing is
designed to monitor student performance and is not linked to the granting
of diplomas or to grade promotion. Prior to 1985-86, the state tested a
sample of students in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10 in basic and life skills.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Graduating seniors must complete 16 units, including & years of
English, and 1 year each of social studies, mathematics and science.
Effective with the Class of 1988, college-bound students have to take 18
units, with 4 vears of English, 3 years of college-preparatory mathematics,
2 years each of laboratory science, the same foreign language, and social
studies, and 1/2 unit each of computer literacy and art. Effective with
the Class of 1989, career-bound students must take 16 units, including &

years of English and 2 years each of social studies, mathematics and
science.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

The Provisional Certificate is valid for 3 to 6 years, depending upon
the area. The one exception is the vocational education provisional
certificate, which is valid for 10 yearts.

The Teaching Certificate requirements vary by area, with the
requirement for years of experience ranging from 3 to 8 years and the
academic requirement ranging from 36 semester hours beyond the bachelor’s
degree to a master’s degree in the area. Administrative and Support
Service Certificates have varying requirements in terms of additional
experience and coursework.
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Rhode Island

o Staff Development

The state does not require inservice programs.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of Schocl Day (minimum)

Kindergarten students must attend school for at least 2 1/2 hours.
Elementary students must attend school for 5 hours and secondary students
for 5-1/2 hours, exclusive of lunch and recess.

0o QCurriculum

The Board of Regents for “lementary and Secondary Education has
adopted a Basic Education Program which consists of standards in
curriculum, school-community relations, student support services, and
management and administration. These standards, adopted as regulations,
represent the minimum each school district would have to offer to its
students. The standards also serve as the basis on which schools are
approved.

O
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Student Standards
o Testing

Since 1978, the Basic Skills Assessment Program tests in mathematics,
reading, and writing are given to students in grades 1, 2, 3, 6, and 8.
Students in grades 4, 5, and 7 are given the Comprehensive Tests of Basic
Skills (CTBS). (See below for the high school graduation test
requirement.) Competency standards are set by the State Board of
Education. Test results are used for diagnosis and, as of 1987, as part of
performance criteria to determine promotion from one grade to another.
Effective April 27, 1987, the State Board of Education requires the
governing body of every school district to implement a student promotion
policy which at least meets state minimum criteria. Local districts may
establish higher performance standards.

To be promoted to the next grade, students in grades 1-8 must achieve
70 percent of established criteria in reading and math. The criteria are
scoring at the state standard (25 percent) on the tests, and meeting local
student progress standards including teacher recommendations (75 percent).
In grades 9-12 students are eligible for promotion if they successfully
meet achievement and promotion standards established by the local district.
All handicapped students as defined by law and regulation are subject to
the promotion policy unless the student’s individual education plan defines
alternative goals and promotion standards.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, students must complete 18 units, including 4 years of
English, 3 of social studies, 2 of mathematics and 1 each of science and
physical education and health. Effective with the Class of 1987, students
will have to take an additional year each of mathematics and science, for a
total of 20 units and take at least 4 units each year in grades 9-12.
Beginning with the class of 1990, students must pass the state Exit Exam to
receive a high school diploma.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16, and high school
students must attend 170 days out of 180. 1984 legislation mandated
kindergarten attendance.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Students must pass the South Carolina Education Entrance Exam, a test
of basic skills in reading, writing and mathematics, before admission to a
teacher education program. Student teaching is evaluated using a
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South Carolina

performance assessment instrument. New legislation mandates practical
field experience in every year of teacher training.

o Certification and Relicensing

Applicants passing a subject area test (the NTE where applicable) and
completing an approved program receive a one-year provisional certificate.
Beginning teachers are evaluated three times in the first year, using a
performance assessment instrument. The provisional contract can be renewed
one additional year. The Standards Certificate is valid for 5 years and
can be renewed with 6 credits or inservice in lieu of 3 credits.

Professional Certificates, also valid for 5 years, require additional
course work.

o Staff Development

State aid is provided for inservice training, which is planned and

implemented locally. Inservice credit can be used toward certification
renewal.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year {(minimum)

180 days. 1984 legislation extended the teachers’ year by 5 days to
190 days.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades K-6: 6 hours including lunch.
Grades 7-12: 6 hours, exclusive of lunch, homeroom, recess and other
non-school activicies.

o Curriculum

The state has a Defined Minimum Program that specifies instructional
areas for all grades and the number of minutes to be spent weekly on each
area for elementary grades. Science has been included in statewide
education objectives and basic skills testing program for grades 1 through
8. In grades 9-12, a minimum of 40 course offerings must be provided each
instruction term, with the state specifying the minimum number and type of
courses in cach instructional area.

o Other

1984 legislation established an average student/teacher ratio for
mathematics, language arts and secondary schools of 30:1.
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SOUTH DAKOTA
(1984-85 Profile)

Student Standards
o Testing
Statewide achievement testing is required in grades 4, 8, and 11.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Through 1986, the state requires &4 years of English, 2 years of social
studies, 1 each of mathematics and science and a total of 16 units for high
school graduation. Students graduating in 1987 will need an additional
year each of mathematics and science, for a total of 18 units; those
graduating in 1988 will need 19 units; and after that 20 units, including

an additional year of social studies and 1/2 year each of computer science
and fine arts. '

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved program, teachers receive a Basic
Certificate valid for 5 years. It can be renewed with 6 credits or
inservice in lieu of 3 credits. Until 1983, teachers could obtain an
advanced certificate with a master’'s degree and 5 years of teaching
experience. Legislation has been proposed to institute a 3-level career
ladder system.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2.5 hours
Grades 1-3: 4 hours
Grades 4-12: 5.5 hours
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TENNESSEE

Student Standards
o Testing

As part of the state's mandated testing program, students take
criterion-referenced achievement tests in grades 3, 6, and 8. These "Basic
Skills First" tests are checkpoint measures of student progress relative to
the state’s Basic Skills First curriculum in mathematics and reading.
Students in grades 2, 5, 7, 9 and 12 take norm-referenced achievement tests
coverirg reading, listening, language, mathematics, science, and social
science. Both the criterion-referenced and norm-referenced tests were
administered for the first time in the spring of 1985. Grades 9 and 12
were tested for the first time in the fall of 1985 and winter of 1986
respectively.

In order to graduate from a Tennessee (public or approved private)
high school, students must pass the Tennessee Proficiency Test, a test of
basic skills in mathematics and language arts (including reading, grammar,
and spelling). The test is first administered in the ninth grade, and it
may be re-taken once each year of high school except in the senior year
when it may be taken twice. Once the test (or a subtest thereof) has been
passed, it does not have to be re-taken.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, high school seniors must complete 18 uunits for graduation,
including &4 years of English, 1-1/2 years each of social studies and health
and physical education, and 1 year each of mathematics and science. After
that year, students must take an additional year each of mathematice and
science, for a total of 20 units. Additionally, the State Board of

Education has approved a minimum curriculum recommended for college
preparation.

As noted in the section on Testing, students will also be required to
pass a basic skills proficiency test to graduate from high school.

o} ttendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16.

Teacher Standards

¢ Teacher Preparation

Currently, all students wishing to enter teacher training programs at
statc-approved institutions must submit a (passing) score on the Pre-
Professional Skills Test. In addition, students must obtain a minimum
grade point average and pass the National Teacher Exam Core Battery and an
appropriate Specialty Area Exam prior to certification.
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Tennessee

o Certification and Relicensing

Tennessee is currently implementing a caveer ladder program for
teacher certification/recertification. Upon completion of an approved
teacher preparation program and passage of the NTE, applicants receive a
one-year Probationary Certificate. Upon successiul completion of one
year's service, teachers receive three-year Apprentice Certificates.
Teachers hoiding the Probationary and Apprentice Certificates must be
evaluated each vear by the local schcel authorities using either a locally
developed evaluation model approved by the State L .ard of Education or a
state-developed local evaluation plan. In the final yeayr of Apprentice
Certificate validity, the State Department of Education will conduct
verification evaluations of teachers’ local evaluation results. If the
state verification is positive, the teacher receives a Career level I
Certificace; if verification is negative, a remediation program with re-
evaluation is mandated. If evaluation results following the remediation
program are still nsgative, termination of the teacher is mandatory.

The Career Level I Certificate is valid for five years and is
renerable. During the period of certificate validity, the teacher must
complete at least two full cycles of evaluation conducted by local
officials. In the final vear of Career Level I Certificate validity, the
State Department of Education will conduct verification eva'uations similar
to those Jor Apprentice Certificate holders moving to Career Level I.
(Termination is not mandatory for Career Level I teachers whose post-
remediation evaluation results remain negative; heowever, state funding may
be lost for such teachers’ positions.)

The state verification evaluation is required only for Career Level I
Certificate holders who choose to renew the certificate. The Career Level
I Certificate may be superceded by the Career Level II Certificate after
five vears' certification at Level I; it is obtainable upon successful
completion of an evaluation conducted by state evaluators. The Career
Level Il Certificate is valid for five years (as is the Level I
Certificate) and may be renewed or replaced by a Carecer Level I1I
Certificate obtainable through successful evaluation by state personnel
after five vears of certification at Level II. Both the Carcer Level 11
and Career level IT1 Certificates require two full cvecles of evaluation
conducted by state officials during the term of certificate validity.

In addition to the evaluation requirements for certificate
maintenance, all Career Level I, 11, or III Certificate holders with less
than a Masters Degree must obtain a 3.00 grace point (4.00 scale) for one
education or academic course to be taken during the term of certificate
validity. The course must be relevant to the teacher’s existing
endorsement a.ca(s), additional endorscements, the area of education, or an
areca identificd through the evaluation process,
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Tennessee

Similar career ladders have been structured for principals, assistant
principals, and instructional supervisors. Career ladders for other
educational professionals may also be developed in the future.

o Staff Development

Five days of inservice training are required and an additional five
days are optional. One component of the evaluation process for
certification/re-certification addresses p.ofessional development. In 1984
the first statewide staff development training was implemented using the
State Board of Education approved model, the "Tennessee Instructional
Model." Additional training modules are now available for local use.
These modules offer in-depth training in the basic teacher and
administrative competencies that are evaluated in the Career Ladder
Evaluation System. Other modules have been developed teo address the areas
of Mentorship, Writing Across the Curriculum, Intervention Strategies for
Improving Teacher Performance, and Skills Enhancement.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

The minimum school year was extended to 200 days under legislation
passed in 1984; 180 of those 200 days are designated as instructional days
and five are for inservice education.

o Lenpth of Schonl Day (minimum)

6.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state has developed mandated curriculum for all subject areas.
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TEXAS

Student Standards
o Testing

Criterion-referenced minimum competency tests in reading, writing, and
mathematics are currently administered to students in grades 1, 3, 5, 7,
and 9. A secondary exit-level assessment instrument in mathematics and
English language arts is taken by all eleventh graders. A student who does
not pass the exit-level test by the end of the twelfth grade may not
receive a diploma until satisfactory performance is achieved.

o High School Graduation Requirements

The state requires 21 units, including &4 years of English, 3 years of
social studies, 3 years of mathematics, 2 years of science, and 2 years of
health and physical education feor high school graduation through 1988.
Students who were ninth graders in 1984-85 and thereafter must also pass a
basic skills minimum competency test, the exit-level Texas Educational
Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS) test in English and mathematics in
order to receive a diploma. Students receive an "advanced" high school
program seal on their transcripts if they complete 22 credits, including 1
year each of fine arts and computer science, 2 years of a foreign language .
an additional vear of science and an advanced English class, beyond regular
graduation :equirements.

o Attendance

Students who are as much as / years of age, or who are less than 7 and
have been previously enrolled in first grade, and who have not completed
the academic vear in which their 16th birthday occurred must attend school.
o Other

1984 legislation prohibits students with a grade belew 70 fa any
course from participating in extracurricular activities for the next six-
week grading period.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Effective May 1984, students applying for admission to a teacher
cducation program must pass a basic skills test in the areas of reading,
writing, and mathematics. Candidates must also pass a state exarination in
the area(s) for which credentials are requested prior to certification.

F{icotive September 1, 1791, students seeking certification in aveas
Jor which a bachcelor's degree is required must complete a degree with an
academic major or interdisciplinary academic major, including reading,
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Texas

other than education. For most subject areas, the State Board of
Education may not require more than 18 semester credit hours in education
at the baccalaureate level. Additional education credit hours may be
permitted for certification in bilingual education, English as a second
language, early childhood education, or special education.

The State Board of Education adopted revised teacher education
standards in 1987. The new standards reflect institution and program

requirements, as well as the degree changes to be effective in 1991.

o Certification and Relicensing

Currently the state issues two permanent certificates: Provisional
(baccalaureate level) and Professional (graduate degree level), upon
completion of an approved program. Teachers certified as of March 1986

are required pass a one-time basic skills test as a condition of continued
employment.

o Staff Development

The state mandates 8 days of inservice and preparation for all
teachers. Effective September 1, 1987, the Legislature directed the State
Board of Education to require inservice instruction in subject areas that
the Board considers appropriate. The subject areas may include but need
not be limited to: special education; recognition of and response to
signs of abuse or neglect in students; recognition of dyslexia and related
disorders in students and teaching strategies for those students;
discipline management training; and teacher appraisal. The State lioard of
Education stipulated that four of the inservice days be used for teacher
preparation, or werkdays.

“he legislature also mandated a three-part program of staff
development for administrators. First, instructional leadership training
was required for all Texas administrators. A total of 36 hours of training
was provided during the 1985-86 school year. Second, appraisal training
using the Texas Teacher Appraisal System was required for all personnel
with responsibility for appraising teachers. Over 21,000 appraisers
completed an initial block of 40 hours of training conducted through the 20
regional education service centers prior to actually appraising teachers
during the 1986-87 year. A sixteen hour update was required as 2 condition
of continued certification as appraisers for the 1987-88 school year.
Third, general managemcnt training for all admirnistrators is required. The
propram is currently under development. Tt is proposed that training for
each administrator would be established through an individual growth plan
as each administrator is appraised.
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Texas

School and School Districts Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days
o Length of School Day (minimum)

School must be in session at least 7 hours ~ach day, of which not less
than 6 hours shall be devoted to instruction. Half-day kindergarten
programs shall provide a minimum of 3 hours of daily instruction.

o Curriculum

Legislation enacted in 1981 established a state basic curviculum in 12
subject areas for grades K-12. The State Board of Education drveloped
essential curriculum elements in every grade level for each subject area.
This curriculum, which includes computer literacy in the junior high school
program, was fully implemented in 1985-86. A complete review is scheduled
for 1990. Students must pass a ohe-semester computer literacy course or a
state test before entering 9th grade.
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UTAH
Student Standards
o Testing

Through the graduating class of 1988, local school districts must test
students in reading, writing, speaking, listening, arithmetic, democratic
governance, consumerism, problem-solving and other areas selected by the
district to identify students in need of remediation and to assess
competencies for high school graduation. Local districts choose the test
and set competency standards. The local district also determines what
grade levels to assess.

Utah's 1984 graduation requirements stipulate that students must be
assessed during or at the completion of the primary grades (3), the
intermediate grades (6), and grades 8, 10 and 12.

Since 1975, the Statewide Educational Assessment program has monitored
the performance of a representative sample of 5th and llth graders on a
variety of academic (reading, mathematics, and English) and non-academic
measures of school outcomes and processes.

The Utah Quality Indicator Program tracks student performance based on
ACT scores, Advanced Placement performance, PSAT scores, course taking

patterns, and a variety of other measures.

o High School Graduation RKequirements

Until 1988, graduating seniors must complete 15 units, including 3
years of English, 2 of social studies, 1-1/2 of health and physical
education and 1 each of mathematics and scicnce. Starting with the Class
of 1988, graduates must complete a minimum of 24 units, including an
additional year each of social studies, mathematics, science and vocational
education, 1-1/2 years of arts, and demonstrate competency in computer
studies.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.
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Utah

o Certification and Relicensing

Graduates of approved teacher education programs receive a basic
certificate which is valid for 5 years and can be renewed with 6 credits or
3 years experience. The Professional Certificate is valid for 5 years and
requires a master's degree or 36 credits plus 3 years experience or
inservice in lieu of the experience.

o Staff Development

The state provides stipends to teachers for attendance at selected
workshops, which can be used for credit.

o Other

Utah has implemented an extensive career ladder program that includes

performance-based compensation, job enlargement, and additional teacher
preparation days.

Schoel and School District Standards

¢ Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Dav (minimum)

Not specified. The state recommends the following standards for
instructional time:

K: 750 minutes per week

Grades 1-2: 1350 minutes per week

Grades 3-6: 1650 minutes per week

Grades 7-12: 150 hours per unit of credit

o Curriculum

The state is developing and implementing an extensive objective-based
core curriculum at all grade levels.
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VERMONT
Student Standards
o Testing
Students must pass a statewide test of competencies in reading,

writing, listening, mathematics and reasoning for high school graduation,

and beginning with the 8th grade Class of 1989, for promotion from 8th
grade.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Under recently revised Standards, high school seniors must complete
14-1/2 units, including 4 years of English, 3 years of social studies, 5
years of math and science, 1 year of art, and 1-1/2 years of physical
education. LEAs require, on average, an additional 5 units.

o Attendance
Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Legislation passed

in 1984 permits local school districts that do not offer kindergarten

programs to pay tuition to state-approved programs in private schools for
kindergarten students.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution, but most base admission on minimum grade
point averages and basic competency testing.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved teacher education program, teachers
receive an initial certificate valid for 3 years. A Continuing Certificate
is awarded after 3 years of successful teaching and is valid for 7 years.
Teachers need 9 credits of "activity" per endorsement area every 7 years
for renewal of this certificate.

o Staff Development

The state does not require local inservice programs, but approves
inservice programs used for certificate renewal.
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Vermont

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2 hours
Grades 1-2: 4 hours
Grades 3-12: 5.5 hours

0 Curriculum

The state is implementing a set of performance requirements that cover
all curriculum areas, including specific learning outcomes required in each

area.
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VIRGINIA

Student Standards

o Testing

The state administers standardized tests to students in grades 4, 8
and 11. Test scores are used to allocate state compensatory education
funds. A minimum competency test is required for high school graduation.
This test is given to all 10th grade students and those who fail may retake
the test in 1llth and 12th grade. The state is field-testing criterion-
referenced tests that will assess the learning objectives contained in the
state’'s Standards of Learning for mathematics, language arts, science,
social studies and health.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students graduating before 1988 must complete 4 years of English, 3
years of sor.al studies, 2 years of health and physical education, 1 year
each of mathematics and science and a total of 18 units. Starting in 1988,
graduating seniors must complete 20 units, including a second year each of
mathematics and science and a third year of either math or science, and be
competent in 12 computer skills. Students will need 3 years of
mathematics, science and foreign language and a total of 22 units to obtain
an advanced diploma.

Students must also pass a minimum competency test to graduate from
high school. (See Testing above).

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 5 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Although criteria for admission to teacher education programs vary,
the state requires that admission standards equal or exceed those for other
programs in an institution. All schools require that students completing a
teacher training program achieve a specified minimum grade point average.

o Certification and Relicensi. g

Candidates for certification have submitted NTE Core Battery and
Specialty Area Exam scores for several years, but the state did not
establish proficiency standards until July 1984. The Collegiate
Professional Certificate, which requires a baccalaureate degree, is valid
for 5 years and requires 6 credits or inservice in lieu of 3 credits for
renewal. The Post-graduate Professional Certificate is also valid for 5
years and requires a master’'s dervee or Ph.D. and 3 years of experience.
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Virginia

Starting in July 1984, the state will issue 2-year, non-renewable
provisional certificates to beginning teachers. Teachers will be evaluated
on 7 competencies during that period.

o Staff Development

Staff development is required and approved non-credit courses may be
used for certificate renewal.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 3 hours
Grades 1-12: 5 1/2 hours, excluding lunch

Effective fall 1984, students cannot be excused for participation in
extracurricular activities until they have completed a minimum of 5-1/2
hours of class time per day.

o Curriculum

The state specifies areas of instruction for grades K-7 and middle and
junior high schools, and minimum course offerings for secondary schools.

Under the Standards of Learning program, the State has established
detailed and sequential learning objectives for each grade in eight subject
areas: English, mathematics, social science, science, health, physical
education, fine arts, and foreign language. Local school districts must
use these objectives as references for desiguing local curriculum and
instructional programs.
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WASHINGTON

Student Standards

o Testing

The legislature enacted a bill in 1984 requiring achievement testing
of 8th graders in reading, mathematics and language arts. The legislation
also authorized the development of a life skills test. Fourth graders have
been tested every year in reading, mathematics and language arts since
19738. A sampling of 1lth graders is now conducted every 2 years. In 1985
a tenth grade achievement test in reading, math, and language arts was
added along with an academic and career interest inventory.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1989, high school students must complete 2 years of English, 1-
2/3 years of social science, 1 year each of mathematics and occupational
education, 2/3 of a year each of science and health and 2 years of physical
education. A total of 15 units is required for graduation. Starting with
the Class of 1989, students must complete 16 units, including an additional

year each of English, social science and mathematics, and 1-1/3 years more
of science.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 8 through 14.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

The 1987 legislature adopted tue Professional Educator Excellence Act
of 1987. The act requires that a person being admitted to a teacher
preparation program must demonstrate competence in the basic skills
required for oral and written communication and computation. After June
30, 1989, a person must have a combined score at or above the statewide
median score established for the Washington precollege test or an
equivalent score on other standardized tests. The State Board of Education
will require a uniform state exit test for teacher certification
candidates. As of August 31, 1993 passage of the examination is required
before receiving an initial certificate. Primarily an essay exam,
knowledge and competence in subjects that include instructional skills,
classroom management, and student behavior and development will be tested.
By 1990 the SBE will recommend to the legislature whether all teacher
candidates will be required to pass a subject exam.

o Certification and Relicensing

The Initial Certificate is valid for 4 years and requires additional
credits for renewal. Teachers must also enroll in a planned continuing
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level program. The Continuing Certificate requires 45 quarter hours of
additional graduate credit and 3 years of successful experience and is
valid for as long as one teaches, but must be renewed every 7 years.

The Professional Educator Excellence Act of 1987 requires that after
August 1992, persons shall possess a bachelor’s degree in the arts,
sciences and/or humanities and fulfilled other certification requirements
to receive an initial level certificate. However, persons seeking initial
certification for grades preschool through six shall have fulfilled a major
in education as part of their bachelor’'s degree. The SBE must study the
impact of eliminating the major in education and report to the legislature
by 1990. After 1992 the initial certificate will be wvalid for two years
and may be renewed for a three year period when evidence shows that the
teacher is enrolled in an approved master’s degree program. A second
renewal for a period of two years may be granted if: (1) the degree
granting institution recommends renewal; (2) the teacher can demonstrate
substantial progress toward completion of the master’s degree; and (3) the
degree will be completed within the two year extension period. Under no
circumstances may an initial certificate be valid for a period of more than
seven years.

The new law also requires that the SBE and the Higher Education
Coordinating Board shall work cooperatively to develop by 1990 the
standards for a post bachelor’'s professional teacher preparation program
that results in the acquisition of a master’'s degree in teaching. After
1992 a master’s degree in teaching or in the arts, sciences, and/or
humanities is required for attaining professional level certification.

o Staff Development

The state has developed regional technical assistance programs for
inservice training. The legislature lias appropriated special funds for
inservice trainiung in mathematics, science and computer technology. The
legislature also provided funding for computer demonstration centers which
provide inservice as well as other prcgrams. The SBE is requiring 150
clock hours of continuing education, during each five year period, for
persons acquiring certification as of Summer 1987.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days
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o Length of School Day (minimum)

The average number of hours required each day to meet a total program

hour offering requirement are:

K: 2.5 hours

Grades 1-3: 5 hours
Grades 4-6: 5.5 hours
Grades 7-8: 5.5 hours
Grades 9-12: 6 hours

o Curriculum

School districts must develop a program of student learning objective
for all courses of study,

The legislature enacted a measure that provides for the state
department of education to develop model curriculum in 3 core subjects a
year. It also requires local school districts to establish an annual
process of identifving measurable poals to improve educational excellence.

«
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WEST VIRGINIA
Student Standards

o Testing

Census testing is conducted at gredes 9 and 11 in October and grades 3
and 6 in Anril.

o High School Graduation Requirements

/)

Starting with the class of 1985, high school graduates must complete 4
years of English, 3 years of social studies, 2 ycars of mathematics, 1 vear
each of health and physical education and science, ! yecar of the fine or
applied arts, with a to=-al of 21 units required. County school districts
can and do add to the graduation requirements.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16,
o Other

As of January 1984, students must maintain a C average the previous
semester to participate in non-academic extracurricular activitices.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to teacher cducation programs varvy by
institution. Since 1985, students in approved teachcr preparation proframs
are required to pass a basic skills proficiency test, a content areca test,
and a professional education performaunce assessment. The professional
education performance assessmeut is determined by the institution of higher
education based upon professionrl performance education objectives adopted
by the West Virginia Board of Ecucation.

o Certification and Reliceusing

Graduates of approved teacher education programs who pass a subject
matter test re: »ive an initial certificate which is valid for 3 years and
can be renewed with 6 credits in accordance with a continuing education
agreement approved by the county superintendent and an evaluation. The
Professional Certificate, valid for five vears, requires three vears of
teaching expcrience and six semester hours of renewal credit subsequent o
the issuance of the 3 vyear certificate. A permanent Professional
Certificate mav be granted on the basis of a 9 vear certificate, the

completion of a master's degpree relevant to the fuprovement of instruction

BEST CORY AVAILABLE
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Vest Virginia

and five years of satisfactory educational experience. An alternate route
to permanent certification is the second renewal of the five year
Professional Certificate,

o Staff Development

Staff development programs are designed after a needs assessment has
taken place. The state mandates a minimum of 3 non-instructional days per
year for staff development. Local school dist~icts plan the programs which
are then monitored by the State Department of Education. The state is
desipgning a model of on-the-job training in shortage areas.

Schoo! and School District Standards

o Lenpth of School Year (minimum)

180 davs

o Length of S

_day (minpimam)

Foo 158 minutes instructional day
Grades 1-4: 330 minutes instructional day
Grades 5-100 37 winutes instructional day

[nstructional time allocations for all required programs of study
(¢.p., reading) are cpecified as pereentage ranges.,

o (nrricnliug

The state has developed learner outcomes for all required programs of
study and an outcore-referenced testing program to assess student
attrainrent «f rhese ontcomes.  This will inclnde a computer literacy
propram of siady in all prades. A stateside microcomputer cducational
network bas been doveloped and implemented to enhance curricular, instruc:
tional, evaluation, and edacational personnel activities,

o Orher

[n recponse to 1981 legiclation and a court order, the state
cstablished 12 standards and 157 indicators of cducational excellence,
School districts nast submit "excellence plans® annually to the state for
review and approval and receive an on-site evaluation every four vears.
The county plau inchudes an assessient of progress toward a state approved
Critervia of Bxcellepee in all programs of study: General Education
Crlteria of Escellonee, Special Edacation Criteria of Fxcellence, Support
Proprans Criteria ol Exeellence, and Vocaticnal Fducation Critesia of
Facelloneo . Aluo, ineladed in the triteria of Licellence are profe=saional
prraenncl ratios contral officr, professional and support personnel
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staffing at the school building level, tcacher/pupil ratios per

program/area of study offering, as well as, percent of instructional
material and equipment met per program/area of study.
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WISCONSIN

Student Standards
o Testing

The state has had a Competency-Based Testing (CBT) program with
voluntary local school district participation since 1982. Local districts
may construct their own tests based on locally selected competencies using
the CBT test item data bank or use a prepared "shelf test" to assess
minimum competencies in reading, language arts and mathematics. Students
are tested once in grades l-4, 5-8 and 9-10 and proficiency standards are
set locally. The shelf tests are designed for use in grades 3, 7 and 10.
The item bank will ultimately contain enough items to construct tests for
any given set of competencies for any grade level.

Effective in 1988, school districts will Le required to test all
pupils in reading, language arts, and mathematics at least twice in grades
K-5, once in grades 6-8, and at least once in grades 9-11. The tests must
be aligned with the school district’s curriculum. A district's
participation in the state's competency testing program satisfies this
requirement. All schools are also required to administer a state developed
reading test to all third grade students annually. The state will provide
guidelines to assist districts in testing and excluding from testing pupils
with special needs.

o Hiph School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the Class of 1989, students must complete 13 units,
including &4 vears of English, 3 years of social science, 2 years each of
mathematics and science, 1/2 year of health, and 1 1/2 years of physical
education. Districts are encouraged to provide at least 8-1/2 more units
in vocational education, foreign language, fine arts, and other courses.
Until that time, high school graduation requirements are set by local
school districts.

Under the new requirements, students must also be in class or in an
approved activity for each class period during high school.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 17 or graduate from
high school.

Teacher Standards

o Tecacher Preparation

Criteria for adnisszion to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by inatitution.




T R T TN N [ewecy. . TR 72 R

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

144

Wisconsin

o Certification and Relicensing

The regular license is valid for 5 years and can be renewed with 6
credits or inservice in lieu of the credits. This policy was effective
July 1983 and replaced a permanent license which was issued after 3 years
of teaching in the state. Those teachers granted a "life" license before

that time are not required to renew their license or meet the credit
requirement.

o Staff Development

State law requires inservice for all teachers. 1f credit is to be

applied toward certificate renewal, inservice must be approved by the
state.

Scnool and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days, with 175 days of actual instruction. Effective with the
1988-89 school year, each student must be scheduled for 525 hours of
instruction in kindergarten, 1,050 hours in grades 1-6, and 1,137 hours in
grades 7-12 each year. Plassing time in grades 7-12 and up to 30 minutes
per day of recess time may be included in grades 1-6.

o Length of School Day {miniwmum)

None specified
o Curriculum

The state has developed 11 K-12 curriculum guides in language arts,
mathematics, social studies, science, health, computer literacy,
environmental education, vocational education, physical education, art, and
music to serve as models for local school districts.

Effective with the 1988-89 school year, each school district must have
a written sequential curriculum plan that includes language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, h .1th, computer literacy,
environmental cducation, vocational education, physical education, art, and
music. The plan must specify objectives, course content, resources, and a
program evaluation method. There is proposed legislation that would extend
the date that the curriculum plans are to be completed to 1991.
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WYOMING

Student Standards
o Testing

Statewide testing is not required in Wyoming. The legislature funded
a statewide assessment of students in grades 4, 8 and 11 in 1983-84 using
the National Assessment of Educational Progress to assess student
achievement. The assessment process was continued in 1986 with testing in

the areas of mathematics, science, computer literacy and reading in grades
3, 7 and 11.

o High School Graduation Requirements

High school students must complete 18 Carnegie units of study.
Instruction in the essentials of the U.S. Constitution and the Constitution
of the State of Wyoming must be included. Local school districts determine
remaining course requirements.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15 or the completion of
the eighth grade.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission to the only teacher education program in the state (the
University of Wyoming) is based on results of the California Achievement
Test and an interview. The University certifies that students have
successfully completed the program. The State Board of Education has
authorized the application of state program approval standards to the
University of Wyoming.

o Certification and Relicensing

The standard certificate is valid for 5 years and can be renewed with
5 transcript credits, approved inservice credit or professional growth
credits. The professional certificate, which is valid for 10 years,
requires a master’s degree and 5 years experience and can be renewed with
10 hours of advanced coursework, state-approved inservice, or professional
growth credit.

o Staff Development

Local school districts file inservice plans, based on local needs,
with the state education department, which must approve any inservice used
toward certificate renewal. The state also requires all new and veteran
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Wyoming

teachers to acquire 2 credit hours each in special education, reading and
human relations.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 contact days for teachers; 175 pupil-teacher contact days.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2 1/2 hours
Grades 1-8: 5 hours
Grades 9-12: 6 hours




