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School boards represent the interests of the public in ensuring the highest
quality of education for all children. Therefore, schools boards and the
Saskatchewan School Trustees Association regularly engage in processes
to determine what people think about our schools and education.

Canwest Opinion Research was commissioned by the Saskatchewan
School Trustees Association to conduct a survey of the general public
regarding a number of issues affecting K-12 education. Key issues and
opinions were identified through a series of focus group interviews in
June and August, 1995. Public opinion on the key issues was validated
through 708 interviews during the last week of September, 1995.

Public Opinions About Education in Saskatchewan summarizes the
findings of the opinion survey. Issues reported in the survey include
education today, educational governance, future directions, time in
school, and the CORE curriculum.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

EDUCATION TODAY

- The most identified problems facing schools in Saskatchewan were: lack of funding
(37.7%), discipline problems (21.19%) and student/teacher ratios (15.0%).

- The perception of the lack of funding as a problem facing schools has increased steadily
over the years and is collaborated by the finding that the majority of individuals
surveyed, 54.2 percent, believe the amount of money spent on elementary and high
school education is less than what it should be. At the same time, 73.6% of the parents
with school age children interviewed were of the opinion that the resources available at
their child’s school were adequate for a quality education.

- Technology (12.9%) and better programs (11.3%) were seen to be the two most
positive things happening in education today, however the largest percentage of
individuals interviewed, 28.7 percent, said they didn’t know of anything positive
happening in education today.

- The majority of parents agreed that their child was receiving sufficient exposure to new
technology in the classroom and that schools are adequately preparing their children for
the future after high school (75.4% and 55.2% respectively).

- Most parents perceived that schools are doing a good job of fostering the development
of social responsibility and community values among students and are providing a safe
environment for learning (62.3% and 74.1% respectively).

- Most parents, were satisfied with the amount and type of activities sponsored by the
school outside the classroom, agreed their child's school established an atmosphere
which challenges the students' potential, and agreed that the schools were ensuring
children mastered essential skills in reading, writing, math and science (77.2%,
68.8%, and 75.4% respectively).

- Most parents with children in school were satisfied that teachers are keeping up to date
in teaching methods and capabilities to maintain a high quality of teaching at school and
agreed that appropriate measures are in place in their school division to ensure teachers
maintain a high level of professional performance (82.2% and 65.75% respectively).

- Most parents agreed that the teacher and the school had effectively communicated what
their child was expected to learn at his/her grade level and that the teacher and the

school clearly communicate how well their children are progressing throughout the year
(69.3% and 78.5% respectively).
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Six in ten parents with children in school (60.5%) stated that they were as involved as
they would like to be in their child’s education, but four in ten parents (39.3%) stated
they would like more involvement. The vast majority of parents agreed (83.0%) that
their child's school encourages parental involvement in school activities and the
education of their children.

The largest percentage of parents with school age children (45.0%) agreed that children
with behavioral problems have negatively impacted on the education their child
receives. "

The majority of parents with school age children (64.1%) agreed their child’s school
had developed goals or established priority areas for improvement.

GOVERNANCE

Slightly more respondents agreed than disagreed that the Department of Education was
doing a good job of listening to and acting upon the concerns and suggestions of
parents, teachers and communities (48.4% and 39.8% respectively).

Most respondents were satisfied with the job being done by the school board in their
area and thought school boards are doing an effective job of using the resources
currently available to them (68.9% and 78.1% respectively).

The majority of respondents agreed that the local community has more control over the
direction of its schools because school board trustees are locally elected and that school
boards are more accountable to the people in the area because school boards determine
the school portion of proper y taxes (62.3% and 65.4% respectively).

Most parents (82.5%) were of the opinion the leadership at their child’s school was
effective.

Six in ten parents of school aged children (60.5%) believe they have an adequate say in
school decisions that affect their child or children and more réspondents agreed
(54.0%) than disagreed (37.2%} that their local school was devoting enough time and
effort to providing opportunities for individuals to have a say in the type of education
provided and the manner in which it is delivered.

FUTURE DIRECTION

The majority of respondents (66.4%) were of the opinion that schools should be for the
use of the entire community, while 31.1% of respondents said schools should be
centres of learning just for children. ‘

The vast majority of respondents (86.2%) indicated that they would be in favour of
granting schools greater flexibility in their delivery of education services by using
technology, and involving parents and others to work with teachers for the best use of
available resources.




Nearly all respondents (91.1%) agreed there should be clearly defined expectations of
what is taught and tested in our schools.

Three out of four respondents (76.3%) agreed Saskatchewan students should be tested
to compare how well they are learning with the performance of other students in
Saskatchewan and Canada. At the same time, the majority of respondents (57.9%) said
schools should be more responsive to the needs of individual students.

TIME IN SCHOOL

Respondents were more likely to agree than disagree that students spend enough days
in school each year (57.1% and 41.3% respectively).

Respondents were slightly more likely to agree than disagree that the time students
spend in school is effectively used (51.8% and 41.0% respectively).

The majority of respondents, 65.0 percent, stated that schools should be closed when
teachers need to be away for professional development training and meetings.

CORE CURRICULUM

Just over half of the parents with children in school (53.1%) agreed with changes that

have been made through the new CORE curriculum. Half as many 26.7 percent held
the opposing view.

The majority of parents with children in school (55.2%) indicated that they somewhat
understood the standards, geals and objectives of the CORE curriculum; a further
23.0% indicated that they had a full understanding of CORE curriculum.
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INTRODUCTION

Canwest Opinion Research was commissioned by Saskatchewan School Trustees
Association to conduct a survey of the general public regarding a number of
issues affecting education.

The survey instrument utilized for this project was designed in consultation with
SSTA personnel. It was understood from the outset that all the issues affecting
education could not be addressed in this project. See Appendix A for a copy of
the survey instrument.

The telephone interviewing metbodology was employed to collect the data for
the research. Calls were placed outside of normal business hours to ensure the
sample adequately represented individuals employed in the work force, students
and those away from their residence during the day. Ten of Canwest's field
interview staff completed 708 interviews from Canwest's Regina "telephone
bank" between September 23rd and October 1st.

The sample selection methodology utilized for this survey was that of probability
sampling which allows valid comparison of data from one survey to another. The
interview sample was selected from the most recent telephone directories
available for Saskatchewan.

For this survey, the sampling variance is not more than 3.7 percentage points,
nineteen times out of twenty on an aggregate basis and not more than 4.6
percentage points for responses by parents of school age children. Appendix B
contains a profile of the individuals interviewed for this project.

For the purposes of this report, questions were analyzed by age, gender, income,
education, residency, and the presence or absence of school age children in the
household. Where possible, the results are also compared with findings from
research conducted in 1984 and 1990. Appendix C contains the cross-tabulated
computer tables.

This document summarizes the salient points of the survey, however it does not
attempt to interpret the results. The analysis proceeds from the overali result to
consideration of the data within sub-groups. Reported items are the ones




identified because of significant variation from the overall finding or differences
in patterns between sub-groups. A lack of comment regarding a sub-group
indicates no differences from the aggregate result. By definition, a higher
percentage of respondents in one group specifying a particular response means a
lower percentage in the comparative group responded in that manner (for
example, a higher percentage of males responding in a particular fashion means a
lower percentage of females responded that way). In the interests of brevity, only
one of the results is noted.

For a number of the survey questions multiple responses were possible. As such,
the percentages reported in the text will not total 100. It should be noted that
percentages reported in this document are on the basis of respondents rather than
the number of responses provided.
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QUESTION ANALYSIS

Question #1: What do think are the two biggest problems faced by schools in
Saskatchewan today?

- The responses offered most often to this question were: lack of funding (37.7%), discipline problems
(21.19%) and student/teacher ratios (15.0%).

- With one exception, all the respondent groups examined specified lack of funding as the biggest
problem facing schools today. The exception was respondents over the age of 55 who were more
likely to mention discipline as the biggest problem (37.9%). Regarding the most identified
problems, female respondents were more likely than males to mention student/teacher ratios as a
problem and rural residents were mv ce likely than urban residents to specify the lack of funding as a
problem.
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- In previous surveys (1984 and 1990) respondents were asked, “What would you say is the biggest
problem faced by schouls today?” As was the case in the 1995 survey, the two most mentioned
problems were lack of funding and student attitude/discipline. The percentage of respondents who
indicated lack of funding as the biggest problem facing schools has risen from 13.8% in 1984, to
29.1% in 1990 and in 1995 over one-third (37.7%) of respondents indicated it was one of the biggest
problems facing schools today.




COMPARISON FROM PREVIOUS SURVEY DATA
Lack of funding  Student discipline

1984 13.8% 24.8%
1990 29.1% 15.2%
1995 37.7% 21.2%

- Other problems identified included the curriculum, staff cutbacks, a Jack of basic education, quality
of teachers, inadequate preparation for the work force, a lack of teacher effort, declining
enrollments, too many holidays, social problems, a lack of respect, the lack of parental
involvement, drugs and alcohol, the number of drop outs, and the general quality of education,

Question #2: What would you say is the most positive thing that is happening in
education today?

MOST POSITIVE THING HAPPENING IN
EDUCATION
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- Technologyv (12.9%) and better programs (11.3%) were the two most often identified 2sponses,

however the largest percentage of respondents, 28.7 percent, said they could not identi. , anything
positive happening in education today.

- Individuals over the age of 55 were the most likely to state that the increased use of technology in
the schools was the most positive thing happening in education today.

- One in five of the parents with children in school indicated that they didn’t know of anything

positive happening in education today compared with two in five of the individuals with no
children attending school.

- Other positive things identified in cducation included changes in the curriculum, more positive
students, increased teacher effort, quality of teachers, and increased parental involvement.
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- 1t should be noted that many of the items identified as positive things happening in education
today were also identified by others as a problem facing schools.

Question #3: Do you agree or disagree the Department of Education is doing a
good job of listening to, and acting upon concerns and suggestions of parents,
teachers and communities?

- Nearly half (48.4%) of respondents agreed the Departme » of Education was doing a good job of
listening to and acting upon the concerns and suggestior.. of parents, teachers and communities;
39.8% of respondents disagreed.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS LISTENING
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Question #4: Do you agree or disagree the amount of money spent on
elementary and high school education in Saskatchewan is far too much, too
much , appropriate, somewhat less than should be or far below what should be
spent?

- Just over half of the respondents, 54.2 percent, stated that the amount of money spent on elen‘entary
and high school education is less than it should be; 5.8% of respondents held the opposite view and
33.2% indicated the current amount of money being spent is appropriate.

- Since 1984, the percentage stating that the amount of money spent on education is not enough or less
than should be spent has more than doubled (from 21.4% in 1984 to 54.2% in 1995).
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COMPARISON FROM PREVIOUS SURVEY DATA
Appropriate  Less than should be Too much

1984 53.2% 21.4% 19.3%
1950 27.8% 43.9% 10.8%
1995 33.2% 54.2% 5.8%

Question #5. Thinking of the schools in your area providing education,
effectively are these schools using the resources currently available?

how

- Over three quarters of respondents (78.1%) indicated school boards are doi
using the resources currently available to them. The
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Question #6. Do you agree or disagree that because school board trustees are

locally elected, the local community has more control over the direction of its
schools...

- The majority of respondents (62.3%) agreed the local community has more control over the direction
of its schools because school board trustees are locally elected. Just over one in three (35.7%)
respondents held the opposing view.

- Respondents with the lower levels of education, individuals with no children in school, and
younger individuals were the most likely to agree with the statement.
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Question #7. Do you agree or disagree that because school boards determine the

school portion of property taxes, school boards are more accountable to the
people in the area...
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- Nearly two in three respondents agreed (65.4% ) school boards are more accountable to the people in
the area because school boards determine the schoul portion of property taxes; 30.5% of respondents
disagreed.
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- Responses were generally consistent across the demographic groups examined with the one
exception being individuals with a lesser education who were more likely to agree than were
individuals with a higher level of education.

Question #8. Generally, how satisfied are you with the job being done by the
school board in your area?

- Most respondents, 68.9 percent, were satisfied with the job being done by the school board in their
area; 19.8% were dissatisfied and a similar percentage lacked sufficient knowledge to comment.

- Individuals least able to comment on the job being done by school boards were those individuals
with no chiidren attending school and those over the age of 55
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-('_._' "

Don’t know ZEisEEs
Very dissatisfied -'f"-?'i
t

-l e
SW dissatisfied |
Somewhat satisfied *-_—l

_‘l 1
Very satisfied SRERRER/
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
PERCENTAGE

- In 1984 and in 1990, survey respondents were asked, “In general, how would you rate the job done
by the school board in your area?” The question was changed slightly in 1995 to read, “Generally,
how satisfied are you with the job being done by the school board in your area?” In 1984, just over
one third of respondents (34.5) rated the job being done by school boards as good or very good. In 1990
that number rose to just over half of respondents (52.3%). While a direct comparison is difficult, the
1995 results suggest a slightly more positive perception.

COMPARISON OF DATA FROM PREVIOUS SURVEYS

Good or very good Poor or worse Fair Don't know
1984 34.5% 7.2% 28.1% 30.2%
1990 52.3% 10.1% 18.6% 18.8%
Very or somewhat Very or somewhat
Satisfied Dissatisfied Don't know
1995 68.9% 19.8% 11.3%
(vs 16.0/sw 53.0) {(vd 6.6 "swv 13.1)
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Question #9. Do you feel the school board in your area is devoting enough time
and effort to providing opportunities for parents and other interested

individuals to have a say in th * type of education provided and the manner in
which it is delivered...

- More respondents agreed (54.0%) than disagreed (37.2%) that their local school was devoting
enough time and effort to providing opportunities for individuals to have a say in the type of
education provided and the manner in which it is delivered.

SCHOOL BOARD PROVIDING A SAY IN EDUCATION
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Question #10. Some people believe that schools should be centres of learning
almost entirely for children. Others believe that schools should be much more
than just a learning centre for children and should offer such things as daycare
services, adult education, library services and public health services. Which of
these two views is closer to your way of thinking. Should schools be...

- The majority of respondents (66.4%) were of the opinion that schools should be for the use of the

entire community, while 31.1% of respondents said schools should be centres of learning just for
children.

In 1990, a similar questions was asked of Saskatchewan residents as follows: “Some people believe
that school should be used almost entirely for the purpuses of educating students. Others believe
that schools should also be used as community centres and for other purposes. Which of the
following possible uses of schools dv you support ...2" A direct comparison is not possible because a
number of different uses were identified, however it would appear that opinion on this issue has

. remained unchanged.

19
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Question 11. Some people are of the view that schools should become more
responsive to the needs of individual students while others think schools should
move towards a more standardized program and structured environment for all
students. Which of these two views is closer to your way of thinking?

- The majority of respondents (57.9%) said schools should be more responsive to the needs of
individual students; 36.4% of respondents think schools should move towards a more standardized
program and structured environment for all students.

- Females and younger individuals were the most likely to indicate that schools should be more
responsive to the needs of individual students.

MORE FOR INDIVIDUALS OR MORE
STANDARDIZED & STRUCTURED

&= More for More
individuals structured
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Question #12. Some people believe that greater efficiencies and effectiveness
are possible in schools by using technology, and involving parents and others to
work with teachers for the best use of available resources. Would you support or
oppose granting schools greater flexibility in thejr delivery of education
services?

- Most respondents (86.2%) indicated that thev would be in favour of granting schools greater
flexibility in their delivery of education services; 11.0 % opposed the granting of greater

flexibility.
GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN EDUCATION SERVICES
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Question #13. Do you agree or disagree schools today are fostering the
development of social responsibility and community values among students...

- The majority of respondents (62.3%) agreed schools today were doing a good job of fostering the
development of social responsibility and community values among students. Half as many
respondents, 31.1 percent, disagreed.

FOSTERING SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY &
COMMUNITY VALUES
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Question 14. Do you agree or disagree Saskatchewan students should be tested
to compare how well they are learning with the performance of other students

in Saskatchewan and Canada...

- Three out of four respondents (76.3%) agreed Saskatchewan students should be tested to compare
how well they are learning with the performance of other students in Saskatchewan and Canada.
One in five (21.5%) respondents disagreed.
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Question 15. Do you agree or disagree there should be clearly defined
expectations of what is taught and tested in our schools...

- Nearly all respondents (91.1%) agreed there should be clearly defined expectations of what is
taught and tested in our schools; 7.4 % disagreed.
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Question 16. The current school year is 197 days for teachers and approximately
185 days for children. Are students spending enough days in school each year?

- Respondents were more likely to agree than disagree that students spend enough days in school
each year (57.1% and 41.3% respectively).

- Agreement was strongest amongst parents of children in school, young and middle-aged individuals,
‘and urban residents.

ENOUGH DAYS IN SCHOOL YEAR
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In 1990, respondents were asked “Do you think students spend enough days in school each year?”
Three in four respondents in 1990, 74.7 percent, were of the opinion that students spend enough
days in school each year.

Question 17. Do you think that the time students spend in school is effectively
used?

- Respondents were slightly more likely to agree than disagree that the time students spend in
school is effectively used (51.8% and 41.0% respectively).

- Agreement was generally consistent across the demographic cohorts examined with the exception
that parents of children in school were more likely than individuals with no children in school to
agree the time is effectively used.
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Question 18. Schools are currently closed when teachers are involved in
meetings and conferences. Some people believe that efforts should be made to
keep the schools open for students during these times. Should the schools be
closed or open when teachers need to be away for professional development
training and meetings?

- The majority of respondents, 63.0 percent, stated that schools should be closed when teachers need

to be away for professional development training and meetings; 29.9% indicated the schools should
remain open.

SCHOOLS OPEN OR CLOSED DURING
TRAINING & MEETINGS
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Question 22. Bearing in mind the financial situation governments and school
boards are faced with today, are the resources available to your child’s school
adequate for a quality education...

- The majority of parents with children in school /73.6%) were of the opinion that the resources
available at their child’s school were adequate for a quality education; 22.8% indicated the
resources currently available were not adequate.

ADEQUATE SCHOOL RESOURCES AVAILABLE
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Question 23. As a parent, how satisfied are you that teachers are keeping up to
date in their teaching methods and capabilities to maintain a high quality of
teaching at your school... .

- The vast majority of parents with children in school, 82.2 percent, were satisfied that teachers are
keeping up to date in teaching methods and capabilities to maintain a high quality of teaching at
school; 12.8% indicated dissatisfaction.

SATISFACTION WITH TEACHING
METHODS & CAPABILITIES
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Question 24. Would you agree that appropriate measures are in place in your
school division to ensure teachers maintain a high level of professional
performance...

- The majority parents of children in school (65.7%) agreed that appropriate measures are in place in
their school division to ensure teachers maintain a high level of professional performance. Une in
five 20.4 percent, disagreed.

APPROPRIATE MEASURES ENSURE
PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE
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Question 25. Agree or disagree: The teacher and the school have effectively
communicated to you what your child is expected to learn at his/her grade
level...

- Seven in ten parents with children in school, 69.6 percent, agreed that the teacher and the school
had effectively communicated what their child was expected to learn at his/her grade level;
28.0% disagreed.

EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATED GRADE
LEVEL EXPECTATIONS
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Question 26. Agree or disagree: the teacher and the school clearly communicate
how well your child is progressing during the school year...

- The vast majority of parents with children in school (78.5%) agreed that the teacher and the
school clearly communicate how well their children are progressing throughout the year.
Disagreement was expressed by 16.2% of parents with children in school.

CLEAR COMMUNICATION OF CHILD'S PROGRESS
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Question 27. Over the past ten years many changes have been made to the way
students are taught in schools. Do you agree or disagree with the changes that
have been made through the new CORE cwrriculum...

- Just over half of the parents with children in school (53.1%) agreed with changes that have been
made through the new CORE curriculum. Half as many, 26.7 percent, disagreed with the changes
and 20.2% expressed uncertainty about the changes.

SUPPORT CHANGES THROUGH NEW CORE CURRICULUM
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.Question 28. Do you understand the standards, goals and objectives of the
CORE curriculum?

- The majority of parents with children in school (55.2%) indicated that they somewhat understood
the standards, goals and objectives of the CORE curriculum; 23.0% indicated that they had a full
understanding of CORE curriculum while 21.7% stated that they did not.

UNDERSTANDING OF CORE CURRICULUM
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Question 29. Agree or disagree: Your child's teacher and school encourage your
involvement in school activities and the education of your child...

- The vast majority of parents agreed {83.0%) that their child’s school encourages parental
involvement in school activities and the education of their children.

- Agreement was slightly stronger amongst vounger parents and urban residents.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT ENCOURAGED
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Question 30. Are you as involved as you would like to be in your child’s
schocling?
- Sixin ten parents with children in school (60.5%) stated that they were as involved as they would
like to be in their child’s education, but four in ten parents (39.3%) stated they would like more

involvement.

- Individuals from the higher income households and rural residents were the most likely to indicate
a desired level of involvement.

INVOLVED AS YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE
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PERCENTAGE
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Question 31. Agree or disagree: you have an adequate say in school decisions
that affect your child?

- Six in ten parents of school aged children (60.5%) believe they have an adequate say in school
decisions that affect their child or children. One in three (33.0%) does not.

ADEQUATE SAY IN SCHOOL DECISIONS
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Question 32. Have children with behavioral problems impacted negatively on
the quality of education your child receives..

- The largest percentage of parents with school age children (45.0%) agreed that children wiih
behavioral problems have negatively impacted on the education their child receives. One in thr :

parents (32.5%) disagreed and 21. 73% had noticed no impact on the education their child has
received.

BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS IMPACTED NEGATIVELY
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Question 33. Has your child’s school developed goals or established priority
areas for improvement ..

SCHOOL HAS ESTABLISHED GOALS & PRIORITIES
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- The majority of parents with school age children (64.1%) agreed their child’s school had
developed goals or established priority areas for improvement; 13.9% disagreed and 22.0%
indicated that they did not know.

- Males were more likely than females to state they did not know if their child's school had
developed goals or established priority areas for improvement.

- Rural residents were more likely than urban residents to indicate that the school had not
developed goals or established priority areas for improvement.

Question 34. How effective is the leadership in your child's school...

- Most parents (82.5%) were of the opinion the leadership at their child’s school was effective. Only
11% of parents were of the opinion their child’s school leadership was ineffective.
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Question 35. Do you agree or disagree schools today are providing a safe
environment for students...

- Three in four parents with school age children (74.1%) agreed schools today are providing a safe
environment for learning; 22.5% disagreed.

oo
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SCHOOLS ARE PROVIDING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT
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Question 36. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the amount and type of
activities sponsored by the school outside of the classroom...

- Most parents with school age children (77.2%) were satisfied with the amount and type of
activities sponsored by the school outside the classroom; 17.8% were not.

SATISFACTION WITH OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES
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Question 37. Most people believe that international economic changes will make
it necessary for young people to be much better educated to compete in the world

economy. Agree or disagree: Your child's school has established an atmosphere
which challenges the students' potentjal?

- Nearly seven in ten parents with school age children (68.8%) agreed their child's school
established an atmosphere which challenges the students' potential; 19.9% disagreed.



SCHOOL CHALLENGES STUDENTS POTENTIAL
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Question 38. Is your school doing enough to ensure that your child has mastered
essential skills in reading, writing, math and science...

- Three quarters of parents with school age children {75.4%) agreed that the schools were ensuring
children mastered essential skills in reading, writing, math and science; 19.1% of the parents

disagreed.

- Females and the older parents were the most likely to disagree schools were doing enough to ensure
children were mastering the essential skills.

SCHOOL ENSURES MASTERY OF ESSENTIAL SKILLS
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Question 39. Agree or disagree: Your child is receiving sufficient exposure to
new technology in the classroom like the operation of computers?

- The majority of parents (75.4%) agreed that their child was receiving sufficient exposure to new
technology in the classroom. One in five parents (20.9%) disagreed.

- Fathers, the highly educated and individuals from the high income households were the most
likely to indicate their children were not receiving sufficient exposure to new technology in the

classroom.
SUFFICIENT EXPOSURE TO NEW TECHNOLOGY
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Question 40. Agree or disagree: schools are adequately preparing your children
for their future after high school...

SCHOOLS ARE ADEQUATELY PREPARING
CHILDREN FOR FUTURE
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- Just over half of the parents with school age children, 55.2 percent, agreed that their children are
being adequately prepared for their future after high school; 31.7% disagreed and 13.1% were
unsure.

- Individuals from the lower income households were more likely than those from higher income
households to indicate that schouols were not adequately preparing children for the future.

30..,. S

27



APPENDIX A - Survey Instrument

31




Good Afternoon/Evening my name is from Canwest
Opinion Research. We are talking to people in Saskatchewan about
education and how we might improve our schools. Could you spare
a few minutes of your time to help me with the project? Thank you.

1.  I'd like to start by asking what you think are the two biggest
problems faced by schools in Saskatchewan today?
(OBTAIN TWO RESPONSES)

Ist mention

2nd mention
2. What would you say is the most positive thing that is happening
in education today?

3. Do you agree or disagree the Department of Education is doing
a good job of listening to, and acting upon, concerns and
suggestions of parents, teachers and schools boards?

Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5

£ T D B3 NN s B, 5 b 77 20 E




4. Would you say that the amount of money spent on elementary
and high school education in Saskatchewan is far too much, too
much, appropriate, somewhat less than should be or far below
what should be spent?

Far too much 1
Toomuch 2
Appropriate 3
Somewhat less 4
Farbelow 5

5. Thinking of the schools in your area providing education, how
effectively are these schools using the resources currently
available?

Very effectively 1
Somewhat effectively 2
Not very effectively 3
Not at all effectively 4

Don’tknow 5

6. Do you agree or disagree that because school board trustees are
locally elected, the local community has more control over the
direction of its schools...

Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5
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Do you agree or disagree that because school boards determine
the school portion of property taxes, school boards are more
accountable to the people in the area...

Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5

Generally, how satisfied are you with the job being done by the
school board in your area?

Very satisfied 1

Somewhat satisfied 2

Somewhat dissatisfied 3

Very dissatisfied 4

Don’t know 5

Do you feel the school board in your area is devoting enough
time and effort to providing opportunities for parents and other
interested individuals to have a say in the type of education
provided and the manner in which it is delivered...

Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5

. Some people believe that schools should be centres of learning

almost entirely for children. Others believe that schools should

be much more than just a learning centre for children and should

offer such things as daycare services, adult education, library

services and public health services. Which of these two views is
closer to your way of thinking. Should schools be...

Centres of learning just for children 1

Or, for the use of the entire community 2

34 Don’t know 3




11.

12.

13.

Some people are of the view that schools should become more |

responsive to the needs of individual students while others think

schools should move towards a more standardized program and

structured environment for all students. Which of these two
views is closer to your way of thinking?

More responsive to individuals 1

More standardized and structured 2

Don’t know 3

Some people believe that greater efficiencies and effectiveness
are possible in schools by using technology, and involving
parents and others to work with teachers for the best use of
available resources. Would you support or oppose granting
schools greater “exibility in their delivery of education services?

Strongly support 1
Moderately support 2
Moderately oppose 3

Strongly oppose 4

Don’tknow 5

Do you agree or disagree schools today are fostering the

development of social responsibility and community values
among students...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5
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14.

15.

16.

17.

Do you agree or disagree Saskatchewan students should be

tested to compare how well they are learning with the
performance of other students in Saskatchewan and Canada...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

- - - ——— > o ———— -

Do you agree or disagree there should be clearly defined
expectations of what is taught and tested in our schools...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Don'tknow 5

The current school year is 197 days for teachers and

approximately 185 days for children. Are students spending
enough days in school each year?

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

- . - o -~

Do you think that the time students spend in school is effectively
used?

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

- - - - ——— - ———— - -

Don'tknow 5

ERIC




18. Schools are currently closed when teachers are involved in
meetings and conferences. Some people believe that efforts
should be made to keep the schools open for students during
these times. Should the schools be closed or open when teachers
need to be away for professional development training and
meetings?

School should be closed 1
School should be open 2

Don’tknow 3
19. How many individuals in your household are
under the ageof19?  _____________
20. Do you have any children attending school?
Yes 1

IF NO: SKIP TO DEMOGRAPHICS - QUESTION #41 <---No 2

IF YES: 21. Are any attending ... Kindergarten to grade 8 1
Grades 9to 12 2
University 3
Technical school 4
Other 5

NOTE: IF NO children are currently
enrolled in Kindergarten to grade 12:
Skip to Demographics - Question #41

21. In which school system do your have a child enrolled ...
Public school system 1
Separate school system 2
A private school 3

= > - = ——— - - - = = - oy

Band/Reserve school 4
Home schooling 5

Combination 6




22.

23.

24.

25.

Bearing in mind the financial situation governments and school

boards are faced with today, are the resources available to your
child's school adequate for a quality education...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Don't know 5

As a parent, how satisfied are you that teachers are keeping up

to date in their teaching methods and capabilities to maintain a
high quality of teaching at your school...

Very satisfied 1

Somewhat satisfied 2

Somewhat dissatisfied 3

Very dissatisfied 4

Don’tknow 5

Would you agree that appropriate measures are in place in your

school division to ensure teachers maintain a high level of
professional performance...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

- - - S - - - ) - o) - - - - - - -~

Don’tknow 5

Has the teacher and the school effectively communicated to you
what your child is expected to learn at his/her grade level...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Don’t know 5




26.

27.

28,

29.

30.

Does the teacher and the school clearly communicate how well
your child is progressing during the school year...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5

Over the past ten years many changes have been made to the

way students are taught in schools. Do you agree or disagree

with the changes that have been made through the new CORE
curriculum...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Do you understand the standards, goals and objectives of the
CORE curriculum? Would you say you...

Fully understand 1

Somewhat understand 2

or, Don't understand 3

Does your child's teacher and school encourage your
involvement in school activities and the education of your child...
Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5

Are you as involved as you would like to be in your child’s
schooling?

Yes, involved as would like tobe 1
No, would like to be involved more 2

39



31.

32.

33.

34.

Do you have adequate say in school decisions that affect your
child? Would you...

Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4

Have children with behavioral problems 1mpacted negatively on
the quality of education your child receives..

Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4

No impact noticed 5
Behavior disorder child in house 6

Has your child's school developed goals or estabhshed priority
areas for improvement...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

- - - - - - -

How effective is the leadership in your child's school...
Very effective 1
Somewhat effective 2
Somewhat ineffective 3
Very ineffective 4

U



35.

36.

37.

38.

Do you agree or disagree schools today are providing a safe
environment for students...

Strongly agree

Moderately agree

Moderately disagree

Strongly disagree

- -y - - - - - -

Don’tknow 5

Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the amount and type of
activities sponsored by the school outside of the classroom...

Very satisfied 1

Somewhat satisfied 2

Somewhat dissatisfied 3

Very dissatisfied 4

Don’tknow 5

Most people believe that international economic changes will

make it necessary for young people to be much better educated to

compete in the world economy. Has your child's school

established an atmosphere which challenges the students’
potential? Would you say you...

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5

Is your school doing enough to ensure that your child has
mastered essential skills in reading, writing, math and science...
Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree 2

Moderately disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4
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39. Is your child receiving sufficient exposure to new technology in
the classroom like the operation of computers? Would you say
you...

Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4

Don’tknow 5

40. Do you think schools are adequately preparing your children for
their future after high school...
Strongly agree 1
Moderately agree 2
Moderately disagree 3
Strongly disagree 4 -

I would now like to ask you a few final questions to help us classify
what you have told us.

41. Is there anyone in your household who spends 50% or more of
their time in farming?

42. Are you currently involved in running a business other than a
farming operation?

IF NO: 43. Have you been involved in running a business other
than a farming operation in the past?

[P : . A L R A T . . ot SAR T e TR 8 s P i . A TR Vb o Y S 4 e S 0 et kS AF, i e A P4 AAEA ot AP Ao ¥ s St




44. What is your current occupation?
------------------- DO NOT READ-----c---memmmommmmeee-

Professional/Senior managerial (doctors, lawyers) 01
Middle management 02

Business owner - operator 03

Clerical/ secretarial(bookkeepers, keypunchers) 04

Technical (police, computer operators, fitness instructors) 05
Semi-professional (nurses, teachers) 06

MORE Trade (carpenters, electricians) 07
THAN ONE Semi-skilled (sales) 08
RESPONSE ' Unskilled (labourer) 09
POSSIBLE Farmer 10

Student 11

Unemployed 12
Homemaker 13
Retired 14

IF EMPLOYED: 45. Are you a member of any labour union?

IF YES: 46. In the .....

Private sector 1
Or, the public sector 2

47. And, in what year were you born?

48. What is the highest level of education you have completed?
Less than high school 1
Some high school 2
F:. hscheool grad 3
Some trade or technical school 4
Some university 5
University grad 6
Refused 7




49. Which category best describes the annual income for your
household? Would it be......

Less than $15,000 1

Between 15 and 24 thousand 2

Between 25 and 34 thousand 3

Between 35 and 50 thousand 4

Between 51 and 75 thousand 5

Or over $75,000 6

A s S e s e e e B " - > A s P s b e D - e s Am b O A > s - -

Don't know 7
Refused 8

50. Note but do not ask: Cender

Male 1
Female 2

END TIME




APPENDIX B - Respondent Characteristics




CHARACTERISTICS OF SURVEY PARTICIPANTS

- The Saskatchewan adult population is roughly half female and half male. The sample was
made up of 52.1% females and 47.9% males.

- Half of the respondents (49.4%) were between 35 and 54 vears of age; 13.4% were 55
years of age or older, and 36.9% were under 35 years of age.

- Just over half of the respondents (54.5%) resided in urban communities (defined as
cities). The remainder (45.5%) were classified as rural residents.

- One in four respondents, 26.3 percent, was from a household with an income of over
$30,000; 41.5% were from households with incomes between 526,000 and $50,000; and,
17.5% identified household income at $235,000 or less.

- Just over half of the respondents (53.3%) had some or completed post-secondary
education; 42.2% had some or completed a high school education; and, 4.2% had less than
a grade nine education.

- Just over half of the respondents (54.2%) had children attending school. The vast
majority of these respondents, 78.9 percent, had at least one child enrolled in the public
school system. One in four, 25.3 percent, had a least one child enrolled in the separate
school system.
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