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ETHNIC ENROLLMENT IN
SECOND LANGUAGE COURSES (ESL/ENS)
FALL TERMS 1988 AND 1994

Summary

Data presented in this report indicate that, between Fall Term 1988 and Fall Term
1994, there was a decrease in the proportion of White non-Hispanic students at Miami-
Dade. This was accompanied by increases in the Black non-Hispanic proportion at North
and Medical Center Campuses, and the Hispanic proportion at Kendall and the Homestead
Campuses. Focusing on enrollment in second language courses, the percent of White non-
Hispanic and Black non-Hispanic students who enroll in ESL remained at or below one
percent between 1988 and 1994. The percent enrolled in ENS was slightly higher and
increased to 4.5% for Black non-Hispanics in the Fall Term of 1994. ESL and ENS
enrollment is highest among Hispanic students, 2.7% and 9.6%, although the percentage

has been decreasing.

Taken together, the increase in the Black non-Hispanic proportion of the total
enrollment, the increase in the percent of Black non-Hispanic students who enroll in ENS,
and the decrease in the percent of Hispanic students who enroll in ESL/ENS, has resulted
in shifts i.. the ethnic distribution of students within ESL/ENS courses. In the Fall Term
1994, 14.3% of ENS enrollees were Black non-Hispanic, compared to 5.3% in 1988.

Conversely, the Hispanic proportion of ENS enrollees dropped from 85% in 1988 to 79% ‘
in 1994,




Introduction

This report examines ethnic enrollment patterns in English as a Second Language
(ESL) and English for Non-Native Speakers (ENS) courses at Miami-Dade Community
College. The data provide an alternate perspective on ﬁnc.lings from a previous report
(Vorp, 1991) which examined acculturation at M-DCC. One conclusion from the 1991
~ report was that from Fall Term 1981 through Fall Term 1991, the percentage of Hispanic
students who reported English as their primary language increased, while the percentage
of Black non-Hispanic students who reported English as their primary language decreased.
The present report provides another perspective by examining changes in the percentage
of students within ethnic groups who enrolled in ESL and ENS courses in Fall Term 1988

compared to Fall Term 1994, and changes in the ethnic distribution within the ESL/ENS

courses.

Major findings are summarized in Tables 1 through 3. Tables giving further details
of the ethnic distribution of M-DCC students college-wide and at the campuses are
presented in Appendix I, along with ESL/ENS enrollments within ethnic groups, and the
ethnic distributions within ESL/ENS courses. Descriptions of the data contained in those

tables are also in Appendix I.
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®
Results
-
Shifts in Overall Ethnic Proportions
Table 1 shows the college-wide and campus ethnic distributions of the three largest
®

ethnic groups at Miami-Dade Community College.

College-wide, the Fall Term 1988 to Fall Term 1994 enrollment by ethnicity figures

show a4 nine percentage point decrease in the White non-Hispanic proportion from 27.7%
in Fall Term 1988 to 18.6% in 1994. There is a corresponding increase in the Black non-
Hispanic and Hispanic proportions. However, the college-wide changes are the resuits of

difi‘ering patterns at the individual campuses.

At the North Campus, there was a ten percentage point decrease in White non-
Hispanic students from Fall Term 1988 to 1994, with the corresponding increase almost

entirely among Black non-Hispanic students, from 30.5% to 40.09%.
At the Kendall Campus, there was a thirteen percentage point decrease in White
non-Hispanic students, from 34.7% in Fall Term 1988 to 22.0% in Fall Term 1994. The

accompanying increase was primarily among Hispanic students, from 56.3% to 67.3%.

The ethnic distribution of students at the Wolfson Campus remained relatively

stable from Fall Term 1988 to Fall Term 1994.




The ethnic distfibution at the Medical Center Campus shows a ten percentage point
decrease in White non-Hispanic students and, like North Campus, an increase primarily

in the Black non-Hispanic proportion (Fall Term 1988 = 28.4%; Fall Term 1994 =

38.1%).

Data on the ethnic distribution of students at the Homestead Campus were not
available until Fall Term 1990, so this is used as the historical comparison year. Over the
next four years, the change in the Fall Term ethnic mix at Homestead Campus was larger
than the eight year changes at the other campuses. An eighteen percentage point decrease
of White non-Hispanics occurred which was accompanied by a fifteen percentage point

increase in Hispanics.

ESL/ENS Enrollment Within Ethnic Groups

Summaries of data on the ESL/ENS enrollments within ethnic groups are presented
in Table 2. Summary descriptions are given below for the North, Kendall, and Wolfson
Campuses. Medical Center Campus and Homestead Campus summary descriptions are
omitted due to the small number of students enrolled in ESL/ENS courses and the

sensitivity of the percentages to changes in small numbers.

College-wide, and across ethnic groups, the percent enrolled in ENS courses was
consistently higher than the percent enrolled in ESL courses. These 1csults are consistent
with two earlier Institutional Research Information Capsules (Brann, 1993; Brann, 1994)
Within ethnic groups, the percentage of White Non-Hispanic students registered for ESL
and ENS courses remained consistently low from Fall Term 1988 to Fall Term 1994.




Although the Acculturation Report found an increasing percentage of Black Non-
Hispanic students with a second language other than English, the effect on the college-
wide percentage of Black non-Hispanic students who register for ESL/ENS courses in a
given term appear minimal. The percent of Black non-H;spanic students enrolled in ESL
remained low during both Fall Term 1988 (0.6%) and Fall Term 1994 (0.6%). The

percent of Black non-Hispanic students enrolled in ENS was slightly higher, however, and

increased from 2.0% in Fall Term 1988 to 4.5% in Fall Term 1994.

The increase in the percent of Hispanic students who claim English as a native
language noted in the Acculturation Report (Vorp, 1991) was reflected primarily in a small
decrease in ESL enrollment among Hispanic students (Fall Term 1988 = 4.2%; Fall Term
1994 = 2.7%). However, Hispanics had the highest percentage of students enrolled in

both ESL and ENS courses of any ethnic group.

At the North Campus, the percent of White non-Hispanic students who enrolled in
ESL courses remained low during the periods covered. The percent of Black non-Hispanic
students who enrolled in ESL courses was also low and stable. There was an increase in
the percent of Black non-Hispanic students enrolled in ENS courses, from 2.1% in the Fall
Term of 1988 to 5.1% in the Fall Term of 1994. This was also true for Hispanic students

in ENS, from 7.7% to 10.4%.

At the Kendall Campus, the percent of White non-Hispanic students and Black non-
Hispanic students enrolled in ESL and ENS courses was low and remained at less than or
equal to one percent. The percent of Hispanic students enrolled in ESL courses remained

5.
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slightly over one percent. The highest percentages were among Hispanic students enrolled

in ENS courses, 7.0% for the Fall Term 1988 and 6.1% for the Fall Term 1994.

The highest percentages of students enrolled in E.SL and ENS courses were at the
Wolfson Campus. This was true across all ethnic groups and was highest among Hispanic
students. In Fall Term 1988, 19.0% of Hispanic students enrolled in ENS courses and 9.6%
enrolled in ESL courses. Differences in ESL/ENS enrollments between ethnic groups were
lower in Fall Term 1994 after decreases in the percentage of Hispanic students enrolled
in both ESL and ENS courses. There were also increases in the percent of ENS enrollments
.among White non-Hispanicstudents (to 4.8%) and Black non-Hispanic students (to 5.8%)

which reduced the between-ethnic-group differences.

The Ethnic Mix Within ESL and ENS Courses

The final summary in Table 3 shows the overall effects on ESL and ENS ethnic
proportions as a result of the shifts in ethnic proportions among the overall enrollment,

and the shifts in the proportion of each ethnic group that enrolled in ESL or ENS courses.

College-wide, the ethnic distribution within ESL courses was 4.7% White non-
Hispanic, 3.6% Black non-Hispanic, and 90.2% Hispanic in Fall Term 1988. This shifted
to 3.0% White non-Hispanic, 7.1% Black non-Hispanic, and 89.1% Hispanic in Fall Term
1994. The college-wide ethnic distribution within ENS courses in 1988 was 5.8% White
non-Hispanic, 5.3% Black non-Hispanic, and 85.0% Hispanic. In Fall Term 1994 the
distribution shifted to 4.1% White non-Hispanic, 14.3% Black non-Hispanic, and 79.3%

Hispanic in Fall Term 1994.




Analysis of these changes using the previous two tables reveals that the small
decrease in the White non-Hispanic proportion of ESL students was the result of a lower
White non-Hispanic proportion of the total M-DCC enrollment (Table 1) even though a
consistent percentage of these students enrolled in ESL (Table 2). Similarly, the increase
in the Black non-Hispanic proportion of ESL students was due to an increase in their
proportion of the total M-DCC enrollment (Table 1) with a ronsistent percent enrolled
in ESL (Table 2). By contrast, when the Hispanic proportion of college-wide enroliment
increased (Table 1), the increase was approximately balanced out by a decrease in the
percent of Hispanic students who enrolled in ESL (Table 2). The net result is that the
Hispanic proportion of ESL students remained relatively stable, 90.2% in the Fall Term

1988 and 89.1% in the Fall Term 1994.

The ethnic mix within ENS courses showed similar changes. The overall decrease
in the White non-Hispanic proportion at M-DCC (Table 1), and the consistently low
percent of White non-Hispanics enrolled in ENS courses (Table 2) resulted in a slight
decrease in the White non-Hispanic proportion of ENS enrollees, 5.8% in the Fall Term
1988 versus 4.1% in the Fall Term 1994. The Black non-Hispanic proportion of ENS
enrollees increased more than the ESL courses due to increases in both the Black non-
Hispanic proportion of the total M-DCC enrollment (Table 1) and to the increase in the
percent of Black non-Hispanicstudents enrolled in ENS (Table 2). The Hispanic proportion
of ENS students decreased from 85.0% in the Fall Term 1988 to 79.3% in the Fall Term
1994. This decrease occurred even with the increase in the Hispanic proportion of the

college-wide enrollment (Table 1) and the stable percentage of Hispanic students who

7.
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enrolled in ENS (Table 2). The effect was primarily due to the larger proporticnal increase

in Black non-Hispanic students.

Campus Details of the Mix Within ESL/ENS Courses

This final section gives a detailed analysis of the changes in the ethnic mix in these

courses for North, Kendall, and Wolfson Campuses.

North Campus

At the North Campus, the ethnic proportions among ESL students shifted from 4.2%
White Non-Hispanic, 9.2% Black Non-Hispanic, and 83.2% Hispanic in the Fall Term 1988
to 1.6% White Non-Hispanic, 15.1% Black non-Hispanic, and 81.3% Hispanic in the Fall
Term 1994. The ethnic proportions among ENS students at the North Campus shifted from
5.4% White Non-Hispanic, 14.3% Black Non-Hispanic, and 73.7% Hispanic in Fall Term
1988 to 2.7% White Non-Hispanic, 28.9% Black Non-Hispanic and 64.9% Hispanic in Fall

Term 1994.

The decrease in the White non-Hispanic proportion from 4.2% in Fall Term 1988
to 1.6% in Fall Term 1994 was primarily due to the decrease in the White non-Hispanic
proportion of the total North Campus enrollment (Table 1), with the percent of White
non-Hispanicstudents enrolled in ESL remaining constant (Table 2). Likewise, the increase
in the Black non-Hispanic proportion of the ESL enrollments from 9.2% in Fall Term 1988
to 15.1% in Fall Term 1994 was primarily due to an increase in the Black non-Hispanic

proportion of the North Campus enrollment (Table 1), with a consistent percent of Black

$ 13




non-Hispanic students enrolled in ESL courses (Table 2). The Hispanic proportion of ESL
students at the North Campus remained relatively stable, 83.2% in Fall Term 1988 and
81.3% in Fall Term 1994, due to a slight increase in the Hispanic proportion of the North
Campus students (Table 1) and a slight decrease in the I;ercent of North Campus Hispanic
students enrolled in ENS (Table 2). It should also be noted from the detail tables, that the
overall decrease in both the percent of North Campus Hispanic students who enroll in ESL
(2a) and the Hispanic proportion of North Campus ESL students (2b), actually occurred

between Fall Term 1992 and Fall Term 1994, reversing the pattern observed in the prior

years.

As with the ESL ethnic distribution, the overall decrease in the White non-Hispanic
proportion of North Campus students (Table 1), and stable percentage of the White non-
Hispanic students enrolled in ENS (Table 2) resulted in a decrease in the White non-
Hispanic proportion of North Campus ENS students, 5.4% in Fall Term 1988 to 2.7% in
Fall Term 1994. Due to both the increase in the Black non-Hispanic proportion of the
North Campus students (Table 1) and the increase in the percent of Black non-Hispanic
students who enroll in ENS courses (Table 2), the Black non-Hisparmnic proportion of the
ENS students increased from 14.3% in Fall Term 1988 to 28.9% in Fall Term 1994. The
Hispanic proportion of the North Campus ENS enrollments decreased from 73.7% in Fall
Term 1988 to 64.9% in Fall Term 1994, in spite of slight increases in the Hispanic
proportion of the North Campus enrollment (Table 1) and in the percent of North Campus
Hispanic students enrolled in ENS (Table 2). The decrease in the Hispanic proportion of
ENS students at the North Campus was due to the larger proportional increase in Black

non-Hispanic ENS students.

214




Kendall Campus

At the Kendall Campus, the ethnic proportions among ESL students shifted from
5.1% White Non-Hispanic, 0.0% Black Non-Hispanic, and 91.1% Hispanic in Fall Term
1988 to 1.8% White Non-Hispanic, 1.4% Black non-Hispanic, and 95.9% Hispanic in Fall
Term 1994. In ENS courses, the ethnic proportions shifted from 8.6% White Non-Hispanic,
1.0% Black Non-Hispanic, and 83.9% Hispanic in Fall Term 1988 to 3.9% White Non-
Hispanic, 1.9% Black non-Hispanic, and 90.6% Hispanic in Fall Term 1994. The direction
of the shifts in the ethnic distribuﬁon in ESL and ENS followed the same general patterns
as those of the total Kendall Campus enrollment (Table 1), due to little change in the

percentage within ethnic groups who enrolled in ESL/ENS courses (Table 2).

The White non-Hispanic proportion of the Kendall Campus ESL enrollment
decreased from 5.1% in Fall Term 1988 to 1.8% in Fall Term 1994. The Black non-
Hispanic proportion of the ESL enrollmentincreased from 0.0% in Fall Term 1988 to 1.4%
in Fall Term 1994. The Hispanic proportion of the ESL enrollment increased from 91.1%

in Fall Term 1988 to 95.9% in Fall Term 1994.

Within ENS course enrollments, the White non-Hispanic proportion decreased from
8.6% in Fall Term 1988 to 3.9% in Fall Term 1994. The Black non-Hispanic proportion
of the ENS enrollment increased from 1.0% in Fall Term 1988 to 1.9% in Fall Term 1994,
and the Hispanic proportion of the ENS enrollment increased from 83.9% in Fall Term

1988 to 90.6% in Fall Term 1994.

15
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Wolfson Campus

At the Wolfson Campus, the ethnic proporticns among ESL students shifted from
4.7% White Non-Hispanic, 2.8% Black Non-Hispanic, and 92.5% Hispanic in Fall Term
1988 to 4.2% White Non-Hispanic, 5.5% Black non-Hispanic, and 89.9% Hispanic in Fall
Term 1994. The ethnic distribution within ENS courses shifted from 4.0% White non-
Hispanic, 4.0 Black non-Hispanic, and 91.3% Hispanic shifted to 5.4% White non-Hispanic,

7.3% Black non-Hispanic, and 86.6% Hispanic.

The White non-Hispanic proportion of Wolfson Campus ESL students was relatively
stable, 4.7% in Fall Term 1988 and 4.2% in Fall Term 1994. The Black non-Hispanic
proportion of ESL enrollments increased from 2.8% in Fall Term 1994 to 5.5% in Fall
Term 1994, primarily due to the increas< in the Black non-Hispanic proportion of the total
enrollment (Table 1), rather than a change in the percent of Black non-Hispanic students
who enrolled in ESL (Table 2). The Hispanic proportion of the Wolfson Campus ESL
enrollments decreased slightly, from 92.5% in Fall Term 1988 to 89.9% in Fall Term 1994
and was primarily due to a decrease in the percent of Hispanic students who enrolled in
ESL courses (Table 2) rather than a change in the Hispanic proportion of the Wolfson

Campus enrollment (Table 1).

The increase in the White non-Hispanic proportion of the ENS enrollments from
4.0% in Fall Term 1998 to 5.4% in Fall Term 1994 was the result of the increase in the
percent of White non-Hispanic students who enrolled in ENS (Table 2), since the overall ~
proportion of White non-Hispanic students among the total Wolfson Campus enrollments
decreased (Table 1). The slightly larger increase in the Black non-Hispanic proportion of

-11-
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ENS students was due to both an increase in the overall Black non-Hispanic proportion of
Wolfson Campus students (Table 1) and to the increase in the percent of Black non-
Hispanic students enrolled in ENS courses (Table 2). The decrease in the Hispanic
proportion of ENS students from 91.3% in Fall Term 1988 to 86.6% in Fall Term 1994 can
be attributed primarily to the decrease in the percent of Wolfson Campus Hispaaic
students who enroll in ENS (Table 2), although there was also a slight decrease in the

Hispanic proportion of the total Wolfson Campus enrollment (Table 1).
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Appendix I

The tables below give detailed information from which this report was developed.
College-wide data and individual campus data are given on total M-DCC enrollments
among ethnic groups and ESL/ENS enrollments among ethnic groups during alternate fall
terms (Fall Term 1988, Fall Term 1990, Fall Term 1992, and Fall Term 1994). Data are
also presented to show the effect of this trend on the ethnic distribution within ESL and
ENS courses compared to the ethnic distributdon among the total enrollment ar M-DCC.

All data were obtained from M-DCC’s Fall Term Student Data Base files.

Tables 1a through 6b provide college-wide data and individual campus data for:
total Fall Term enroiment (column A), Fall Term enrollment by student ethnic group
(column B), the percent of the total Fall Term enrollment for each ethnic group (column
C), the percentage point change over the two year period in the percent of the Fall Term

enrollment for each ethnic groups (column D).

In addition to the above, the "a" Tables (1a, 2a, etc.) show: the number of students
from each ethnic group enrolled in ESL (column E); the percent of students from each
ethnic group enrolled in ESL (column F); the percentage point change over the two year
period in the percent of students from each ethnic group enrolled in ESL (column G); the
number of students from each ethnic group enrolled in ENS (column H); the percent of
students from each ethnic group enrolled in ENS (column I); the percentage point change
over the two year period in the percent of students from each ethnic group enrolled in

ENS (column J).
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The "b" Tables (1b, 2b, etc.) contain the same information in columns "A" through
"D" but in columns "E" through "L" list: the total number of students enrolled in ESL
(column E); the total number of students from each ethnic group enrolled in ESL (column
F); the percent of the total students enrolled in ESL for éach ethnic group (column G); the
percentage point change over the two year period in the percent of the total students
enrolled in ESL for each ethnic group (column H); the total number of students enrolled
in ENS (column I); the number of students from each ethnic group enrolled in ENS
(column J); the percent of the total. students enrolled in ENS for each ethnic group
(column K); the percentage point change over the two year period in the percent of the

total students enrolled in ENS for each ethnic group (column L).

The reader is encouraged to call Ron Vorp at 7-7481 for questions about these

tables.

AB95062
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Diuew! Admimsiraion

Miami-Dade Community College

AL ACCESS/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
AND DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF HANDICAP. 4/88

MIAMI-DADE IS AN EQU
o0
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




