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PREFACE

This is the 25th annual study of the application and enroliment patterns of
University transfer students developed by the Central Staff Office of Institutional Research.
The study was conducted in response to the many requests for information regarding the
inter-campus mobility of students attending institutions under the program of the State
University of New York.

Because of the importance of reliable information regarding transfer students for
regional and system-wide planning and inter-institutional cooperation, the data gathered
for this study have been organized and presented in a variety of formats designed to
provide immediate answers to a wide range of questions which may be formulated
regarding transfer students. The basic data are presented so as to directly relate the
transfer student’s prior institution and current SUNY institution and entry levei. This infor-
mation is provided for individual institutions, institution types, and institutions by
coordinating area. Additional information is provided regarding trends in transfer
students, relationship of the associate degree to transfers, admissions success of transfer
students and other related information.

The acquisition of the data contained in this study involved a great deal of work on
the part of the individual institutions. We appreciate the cooperation and effort required
to provide the~e data. We would particularly like to thank our professional, statistical and
typing staffs whose efforts made this report possible.

Tommy Annas
Assistant Provost for
institutional Research

Gary L. Blose
Associate




INTRODUCTION

Transfer students defined

Because of the conventional use of the term 'transfer students’ and because
different sources of transfer data may exist, the definition of transfer students used for this
study is of special importance. Transfer students are herein defined as those
undergraduate students who were enrolied at a State University institution for the first time
in a given Fall term, but who had attended other colleges or universities prior to the given
Fall term. With this definition, we have transfer students moving from two-year to other
two-year colleges, from senior to other senior institutions, from senior institutions to two-
year colleges, as well as from two-year to senior institutions. Even if no credits were
transferable, albeit an uncommon case, the student moving from one institution to another
would be a transfer student.

Students who simply change majors at the same institution are not considered
transfer students in this study. Graduate students are not included in this study. The
New York State College of Veterinary Medicine and the State College of Optometry which
offer only graduate programs, are not included in this report.

The number of transfer studems reported here is an understatement because of
the difficulty some institutions have in obtaining background information on those students
who are not admitted to specific degree programs by application. For example, in Fall
1994 there are 5,077 transfer students (16 percent) whose previous institution is unknown.
There are undoubtedly many others who are not even known to be transfer students, but
these are not likely to be seeking admittance to a program.

Design of the study

Transfer student studies can be designed to follow identified students longitudinally,
observing their success patterns. The investment of effort and time required for such
studies would be substantial, given the size and complexity of the State University of New
York. For this reason, a different approach was used in this study.

The paradigm used here was the analysis of the higher education backgrounds of
transfer students enrolled in the various levels of the institutions under the program of the
State University of New York. Some types of conclusions cannot flow from such a study;
e.g., students who were unsuccessful in obtaining transfer acceptances anywhere in
these institutions are not included even though they were formerly enrolled at one of the
institutions included and may have graduated in University-parallel programs. Therefore,
this study is based on an input model, not a true follow-up model.

X




Differences between this study and data from the Admissions Processing Center

The data from the Central Staff Admissions Processing Center (A.P.C.) does not
correspond with the data of this study. The major difference is in the populations
surveyed. Several institutions under the program of the State University of New York do
not participate with the A.P.C. and consequently the data coliected by A.P.C. is not
system-wide. This report, howeer, includes system-wide data for ail undergraduate
institutions under the program of the State University of New York. The census date for
the collection of data also differs. The data inciuded in this study shows enrolled students
at a specific time after classes have started and enroliments have stabilized.

Regional statistics

The articulation of transfer students is an important consideration in regional
planning and cooperation among the institutions of the State University. This report
includes an index of State University institutions by coordinating area. In addition, data
on the educational background and placement of transfer students, undergraduate
admissions and enroliment data are provided by coordinating area.
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General Findings

SUMMARY OF DATA

A total of 31,768 transfer students enrolled in the State University of New York in
the Fall of 1994. Overall, this represents a small increase from the previous fall, with all
of the increase occurring at the two year institutions. The senior institutions actually had
a slight decrease from 18,456 to 18,360.

The following table shows the distribution of transfer students between the senior
and two-year institutions:

Fail
term

Total transfer

Percent enrolled

Percent enrolied

students reported  Senior Institutions at Two-year Colleges

1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979

1978

31,768
31,603
32,730
32,187
33,071
30,837
29,151
28,235
28,166
28,030
28,583
28,229
29,203
30,353
29,234
27,340

27,075

Xii

57.8
58.4
55.6
55.1
59.0
59.1
66.3
66.9
64.0
63.3
62.3
61.6
62.5
61.1
62.9
64.2

62.0

14

42.2
41.6
44 .4
44.9
41.0
40.9
33.7
33.1
36.0
36.7
37.7
38.4
37.5
38.9
37.1
35.8

38.0




The following represents the distribution of transfer students by source.

From a SUNY institution . . .. ... ... ... . ... ... .... 49.5%
From a non-SUNY institution ... ..... ... ... ... ... ...... 34.5%
Previous institution unknown . . . . ... ... .. ... L. 16.0%
100.0%

From all sources to a SUNY senior institution . . . . . .......... 57.8%
From a SUNY two-year institution . . . .................. 30.3%
From a non-SUNY institution .. ...................... 15.6%
Previous institution unknown . ... ......... ... ......... 7.1%
From a SUNY senior institution . . . ..................... 4.8%
From all sources to a SUNY two-year institution . . . . ......... 42.2%
From a SUNY two-year institution . . . ................... 9.2%
From a non-SUNY institution . . ...................... 18.9%
Previous institution unknown . .. ...... ... ... .. .. ... ... 8.9%
From a SUNY senior institution . . . .. ................... 5.2%
100.0%

xiii 3 q

-




Trends in Yield of Transfers per Associate Degree

The following table presents data on the yield of transfers. These data represent
degrees granted 1977-78 through 1993-94 and transfer students at senior institutions Fall
1978 through Fall 1984.

Yield of Transfers per Associate Degree

Year Total Community  Ag. & Tech.
Colleges Colieges
Fall 1994 .1702 L1656 .1880
Fall 1993 .1765 1723 1892
Fali 1992 .1985 1943 2211
Fall 1991 .1808 1722 2227
Fall 1980 .1888 .1813 | 2245
Fall 1989 .1815 1764 .2046
Fall 1988 .1801 1764 .1862
Fall 1987 .1760 1694 .2053
Fall 1986 .1609 .1587 1704
Fall 1985 .1634 1631 .1645
Fall 1984 .1485 .1456 1597
Fall 1983 .1433 1373 .1657
Fali 1982 .1600 1573 1701
Fall 1981 .1752 1764 1712
Fali 1980 .1522 1509 .1565
Fall 1979 .1644 1647 1633
Fall 1978 .1736 .1810 .1509

* Excludes Associate degrees granted by the State University senior institutions.
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Concluding Remarks

A study of this complexity will undoubtedly raise further questions
and lead to more insight about the extent and nature of student mobility to and within the
State University of New York. it is hoped that the basic information will be useful and that
on the basis of these and other data, more students can find ways to further their search
for appropriate and rewarding educational experiences.

XV
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