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ABSTRACT

This document consists of two brief articles on
career education in elementary school. The first article, 'Career
Education--The Early Years'" by S. Theodore Woal, suggests that
elementary school is the time to begin to infuse career education
concepts and to correlate and integrate career guidance in the school
curriculum. Three activities are suggested for students at this
level: (1) "My School Community," a board game that students create
representing the school community and showing the industries,
businesses, and services within the community; (2) "The General
Store,'" a project that uses language arts, social studies, arts, and
mathematics to expose students to the basic concepts of
economics-—--working for pay, buying and selling, and careers in
merchandising, marketing, retailing, and banking; and (3) "Shadowing
for Career Awareness,'" a project to expose students to real-life work
situations by observing persons on the job. The article also suggests
other career awareness activities such as making postecs, writing
songs, and creating a job tree. The second article, "Let's Get
Serious about Career Education for Elementary Students,'" by Patricia
S. DuVall, posits that career education and awareness is not an
additional subject in the elementary curriculum but a developmental
process. The process includes four categories: self-awareness, family
awareness, school awareness, and community awareness. Career Day is

suggested as a good learning activity for elementary students.
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e ve ve de T ve de e e ve de e Je s e Yo e e Y e e e v se v e e ok s e Yo ve e s'e s v e ole vle e vle dle e e vle vt ot v de e e ve s e e de e e deve de e e v e e dle e o

¢ e

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.

¥

e

o s e v o ¥ 3 Yo e v v Yo 3% v e 3t e e Yo ve v v e v e o' v s 3 v Yoy v ole e o vle ot v ve v v ol e e dle e e v e e e o e e e de e vle s v e de de dedle e dedle e




Career Education—The Early Years

ED 386 603

S. Theodore Woal

Let’s Get Serious about Career Education
for Elementary Students

Patricia S. Duvall

American Association for Career Education

. U § DFPAHTMENT OF El)UCATION .

FDU(‘AI IONAL REQOUR"EQ INFO’?MATION

CENTER(ERIC) ~PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
Fhin documient has been eproduced as

Lecoved from the persen ot organisation MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
ongnatng 1

O Minnr changes have been made o

anprove saprdhuchion quaiity —‘7 ‘\1\\‘/ (V\ (ké i ]'\E,

® [ont. of view o opamons satehin the.
dorument do ot necestatly 1eprese nl
e o) QLRI por ton an pohcy

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).”

<  BEST COPY AVAILABLE




C—

American Association For Career Education

AACE Bonus Brief

Careey Education~--The XTarly Yearxs
S. Theodore Woal

Career educators give too little attention to the self-awaremess and career
awareness phase of Career Education. They refer to the elementary school level
where the student is initially introduced to the world of work. This is the time'
to begin to infuse Career BEducation concepts and to correlate and integyrate career
guidance in the grade curriculum. : . :

In MY SCHOOL COMMINITY each student creates a game board representing the school
comumity and shows the industries, businesses, and services within the commmity.
Board trips are taken to identifiable places, the postoffice, fire station, and
others. Each trip involves the use of language arts; social studies science, and
mathematics, and the jobs and careers associated with the places visited. These
vicarious trips can be supplemented with actual visits tc each place. Here the
students will be exposed to workers "on the job" and the educational background
required to enter the job. The person on the job acts as a role model.

The GENERAI STORE exposes students to the basic concepts of our econamic system,
working for pay, mying, and selling, and introduces the students to careers in
merchandising, mari~ting, retailing, and banking. This project utilizes the
language arts, sociul studies, arts, and mathematics to impart career information.

SHADOWING FOR CAREFR AWARENESS is an excellent project to expoese students to real
1ife work situations. By observing a person "on the job," the student relates
education and performance. This can increase motivation to learn and develop
commmication and language skills. It also provides the student with an
opportunity to be close to a person who could be an inspiration and a role model.

The relationship between a student and work can be expressed in many ways: Some
students create words to songs, and others research for songs about work. Another
exciting way of expressing feelings about education and work is with the creation
of pcems. Other activities to introduce Career Education in the early years are:
1. Integrate into art classes by making posters, for example, kinds of
uniforms associated with jobs or work settings.
2. Write words to a song about a chosen career.
3. Create a job tree. Ask students to hring pictures about jobs, and hang
them from the branches of the tree. Include students' names. Ask
students to tell the class about the jobs.

Reprinted with penmission from The Permsylvania Qunselor, March 1995.

S. Theodare Woal is Owner, Guidance Consultants, Jenkintown, PA, and developer of
ROCM TO GROW, Schoal District of Philadelphia, PA.
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American Association For Career Education

AACE Bonus Brief

Let's Cet Serious adbout Career
Education for Rlamentary Students

Patricia S$S. Duvall

Career Awareness/Career BEducation programs exist in meny elementary school
classrocms throughout the United States as infusion and enrichment to the daily
curriculum. Often wrongly identified as a single subject or as an add-on in an
already exhavsting curriculum, Career Awareness/Education is a developmental
process through which schools can have added positive meaning for the student as
well as the teacher.

Career Fducation at the elementary level can be identified in four categories:
Self-Awareness, Family Awareness, School Awaremess, and Commnity Awareness.
Students are able to understand the concept that adults were once children, just as
the children of today will be the adults of the future. What children are taught
at home and in school will have a definite effect on their lives as adults and
citizens of their commmities and the nation.

Career Day is a popular way to invite parents and grandparents into the classroam
to share work as well as hobbies. This is a time for adults to share the past—our
history. @Children may interview aruilts vith various questions:

1. Where did you go to schooi?

2. If you didn't have television, what did you do for fun?

3. what was school 1like?

4. What was your favorite T:pject?

5. Will I really need to ke able to read?

6. Is math really important?

7. Do you really have to get along with others?

8. Did you have a pet?

Just as a child’s day can go wrong, so can the days of adults. Wwhat positive
coping skills do adults use to turn a negative situation into a positive situation?
Career Day can lead to a bonding of ages, through which the youth of today can
positively identify with the adults of today.

The elementary students of today are the secondary students of tomorrow and the
adults of the future. No longer can the fact be ignored: Elementary and secondary
pust unite in the philosophy of Career Awaremess/Education for all students—They
are the hope for the future of this country!

Reprinted with permission fram Califormia Career Hlucation Association Newsletter,
7:1, Cctaber 1993.

Patricia S. Duvall, Long Bsach, CA, is Elamentary Representative for the
California Career Bducation Association.
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