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PROMISING PRACTICES: PARENTAL
INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOL

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1994

U.S. SENATE,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, ARTS AND HUMANITIES,
OF THE COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES,
Washington, DC.
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:40 a.m., in room
SD-430, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Senator Dodd presiding.
Present: Senators Dodd and Jeffords.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR DoODD

Senator Dobp. I would like to welcome everyone here this morn-
ing, including our distinguished first witness, the Secretary of Edu-
cation, Secretary Riley. This hearing of the Education, Arts and
Humanities Subcommittee is on the critical topic of parents’ in-
volvement in their children’s education. I think it is fitting that we
are spending part of today, scheduled to be, hopefully, the last reg-
ular day of this Congress, talking about education.

I want you to know this tie I am wearing this morning has pen-
guins on it. It is the closest thing I could find to a duck this morn-
ing, not to reflect at all on some of the views of our last few days
around here.

But it is appropriate, I think, on this last day of Congress with
the school year now underway across the country, that we talk
about parental involvement. Unfortunately, this Congress has been
popularly characterized by the things it has failed to accomplish
rather than the things it has. I, for one, regret many of the oppor-
tunities we lost this year, and I know my colleagues do as well.

But in one area, this Congress’s achievements, I think, have been
dramatic, historic, and rather numerous, and that is ir the area of
education.

I am pleased that Secretary Riley is here with us today because,
frankly, in my view he was the driving force, of course along with
the President and others, behind many of these achievements.
Witliout Dick Riley’s insistent demands that we plow ahead on the
education reform areas, it might not have happened in such a
major way.

We passed the Goals 2000 legislation, which included a sirong
set of national education goals and new Federal assistance for
States and communities to reach them.

(1
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Just this week, with the passage of the Improving America’s
Schools Act we reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act, which provides Federal support for our most disadvan-
taged students.

We expanded Head Start, which provides an early boost to our
neediest young children.

We passed the Safe Schools Act, legislation designed to take vio-
lence out ot these institutions.

We launched the School-to-Work Program, which will help thou-
sands of Americans make the sometimes difficult transition from
the classroom to the workplace.

We initiated a direct lending program, which will cut financial
aid costs for students enrolled in higher education all across this
country.

We established the Corporation for National Community Service,
which through Americorps will provide thousands of young Ameri-
cans with the means to pursue higher education.

In my view, this was truly the education Congress, and again, I
want to commend the Secretary, the White House. I also want to
note, as well, that in every one of these efforts, we wouldn’t have
achieved them had we also not had the tremendous backing and
support of people like Senator Jim Jeffords and Senator Nancy
Kassebaum and others. These are truly bipartisan efforts.

In fact, some of our colleagues took a lot of heat because they
supported some of these programs. On this the lasi day of the
103rd Congress. I want to go on record as commending them for
standing up for education and not getting caught up in what hap-
pens all too often around here—partisan politics. But because of
their efforts, as well as those of the Secretary’s, we have made this
the best Congress in the 20 years that I have served here for Amer-
ica’s children.

Our knowledge of the important role parents play in their chil-
dren’s education has guided these efforts in many ways. During
consideration of the Goals 2000 bill, we added a national education
goal on parental involvement. As part of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education bill, we required school districts that are major
recipients of Title I money to devote one percent of those funds to
efforts to increase parental involvement.

The fact is that parental influence is critical to a child’s success
in education, and this simple fact has been demonstrated in study
after study, for children from all income levels. More than anyone
else, it is parents who will determine how successful students will
be, and it is parents we must incorporate in the educational proc-
ess.

Parents care a great deal about their children and they want bet-
ter lives for them, but barriers exist between mary parents and
their children’s schools. It can be everything from hectic work
schedules to parents whose experiences in school may have been
less than positive. The challenge we face today is providing today’s
parents with the tools to be effective in their child’s educatior. Un-
fortunately, we are falling short in this area now, and I will give
you a handful of statistics that prove it.
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Nearly 30 percent of parents report that they never or seldom
help their children with gomework, and only a tﬁird of parents be-
long to a parent-teacher organization or attend parent-teacher or-
ganization meetings. Only 35 percent of parents report contacting
a school regarding their child’s academic performance.

Only 53 percent of parents with thresayear-olds read to their
children every day, something I have heard the Secretary speak of

quite often just sitting down, being quiet, taking a few nights off
%ﬁld. That simple, simple effort can make a

and reading to your ¢
great difference.

Only 38 percent of parents with three- to five-year-olds visited a
library with their chilgren at least once in the previous month.

Clearly, there is no way we can legislate parental involvement.
I wish we could, but we can’t. It is a choice each parent must
make. However, I think we can and must work together to be sure
that it is a viable choice for all parents, that school doors are
opened and are perceived as being open to them, that work envi-
ronments accommodate the needs of children and that communities
su%port parents in these roles. It is not an easy task but is one that
ét ink we must undertake to ensure the success of all of our chil-

ren.

Today, we are going to explore some of these issues with the Sec-
retary of Education and with a panel of witnesses who bring sub-
stantial experience and knowledge to our discussion. Hopefully, the
testimony that we are going to hear today will provide us with a
better blueprint for plugging parents into the educational system
and putting their children on the road to success.

I am pleased to welcome you, Mr. Secretary, but before I do, let
me turn to my colleague and friend from Vermont who has just
been tremendous on these issues over and over again, and as I said
earlier in my remarks, You just don’t get these things done with
just an administration or just a chairman of a committee. It takes
a cooperative effort. We would not have had the success we have
had in these education bills had it not been, for Jim Jeffords.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR JEFFORDS

Senator JEFFORDS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I certainly
share——

Senator DoDD. Particularly those lest points, I am sure.

Senator JEFFORDS. That is right. I agree with those in particu-
lar— [Laughter.]

Senater JEFFORDS. —but I also want to commend you for your
help. I know we are going to work together over the years ahead
to ensure that we not only have established the goals but that we
are going to work toward them and to reach those goals, which is
why we are here today, to start on that adventure. It is one thing
to set the goals, but it is quite another thing to be able to reach
them, especially with the resource problems that we have in this
country right now.

I look forward to hearing from you, Mr. Secretary. I admire all
you are doing and the outreach work you are going into now in this
area of parental involvement.

We can be proud of the educational accomplishments we have
achieved this Songress, as the chairman has pointed out. Perhaps
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the passage of the Goals 2000 bill, the Educate America Act, and
just 2 days ago the Elementary and Secondary Education Act are
concrete examples of the bipartisan force for education and what it
can accomplish.

It is a timely moment for us to come together today because it
brings the session of Congress to a close on a profoundly hopeful
note. The leadership and dedication of every individual in this
room can bring our children a brighter future.

I am looking forward to working closely with all of you when we
return, but Secretaries and Senators matter little in the education
of a child compared to parents. We have long known that parents’
expectations and encouragement form the bedrock for student
achievement in the classroom, and even though we champion pa-
rental involvement in Goals 2000, it is not easy for a parent to live
up to this responsibility.

In fact, as we will Kear shortly, in our society today, for some
parents, it is nearly a superhuman feat to guide a childy safely and
success{‘ully through high school.

We must respond to the needs of parents who are striving to be
full partners with their children. We must provide opportunities,
such as today, to let parents, teachers, administrators, and policy
makers share ideas for improvement. And we must allocate the re-
sources necessary for our best-laid plans to become a reality.

If we want to reach the goals we set out in the Goals 2000, if
we want to turn our schools into vibrant community learning cen-
ters for parents and children to share, if we want to see cutting-
edge technology made available as a dynamic learning tool for stu-
dents to use with their parents and mentors, if we want to create
mentoring programs which bring the experience of the private sec-
tor to the doorways of those most in need, then we must be willing
to make education our number one natior.al priority. We must en-
sure the necessary resources are there.

I am committed to making education the focus of our national in-
terest. I see clearly that every other challenge in our society, health
care reform, welfare reform, violent crime, poverty, is directly
linked to education. We can ncver have a truly healthy society
until all Americans are supported by the backbone of a good edu-
cation, and that support must begin at home, with the family and
community encouraging our children to reach for the promising to-
morrow, and today, we are going to hear evidence of how we can
accomplish that,

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Senator Jeffords follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR JEFFORDS

First of all I'd like to thank Chairman Dodd for convening this
hearing. And I would also like to thank Secretary Riley for‘i)eing
here as he launches this impressive national outreach program—
through a wide national coalition represented here today—in sup-
port of the important goal of family and community involvement in
education,

We can be proud of the education accomplishments we have
achieved during this Congress. passage of the Goals 2000: Educate
America Act, and—just 2 days ago—%‘ne passage of the Elementary
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and Secondary Education Act are concrete examples of what a bi-
partisan force for education can accomplish. It is a timely moment
for us to come together today, because it winds this session of Con-

ess to a close on a profoundly hopeful note. The leadership and
sredication of every individual in this room can bring our children
a brighter future. And I am looking forward to continued partner-
ship with all of you when we return.

But, Senators and Secretaries pale when compared to the role of
a parent in a child’s education. We have long known that parents’
exgectations and encouragement forms the bedrock for student
achievement in the classroom. But even though we champion par-
ent involvement in Goals 2000, it is not easy for a parent to live
up to this responsibility. In fact, as we will hear shortly, the reality
of socio-economic forces in our society today can make it a nearly
super-human feat for a parent to guide a child safely and success-
fully through high school.

We must respond to the needs of parents who are striving to be
full partners with their children. We must provide opportunities
such as today’s hearing to let parents, teachers, administrators and
policy makers share ideas for improvement. And we must allocate
the resources necessary for our best laid plans to become reality.

If we want to reach the goals set out in Goals 2000; if we want
to turn our schools into vibrant community learning centers for
parents and children to share; if we want to see cutting-edge to use
with their parents and mentors; if we want to create mentoring
programs which bring the experience of the private sector tn the
doorways of those most in need—THEN WE MUST BE WILLING
g%l TM;&KE EDUCATION OUR NUMBER ONE NATIONAL PRI-

I am committed to making education the focus of our national in-
terest. 1 see clearly that every other challenge in our society—
health care reform, welfare reform, violent crime, poverty—is di-
rectly linked to education. We can never have a truly healthy soci-
ety until all Americans are supported by the backbone of a good
education—and that support must begin at home, with the family
and the community encouraging our children to reach for a promis-
ing tomorrow.

Thank you.

Senator Dobb. Thank you very much.

We welcome you, Mr. Secretary. I note that you are accompanied
by Sue Ferguson, who is the National Chairperson for Parental In-
volvement in Education. Ms. Ferguson, we welcome you to the com-
mittee and know that you are going to be available to us to respond
to some questions.

Mr. Secretarl);, again, congratulations on a tremendous job well
done. I noted the lead editorial in the Washington Post this morn-
ing bemoaning the things we didn’t get done, a classic example of
focusing on the negative and, failing to comment on what a tremen-
dously successful Congress it has been. As the saying goes, there
is not a desire to report about the planes that fly, only the ones
that don’t. We have had tremendous successes that haven't at-
tracted a lot of attention because we have worked together and got-
ten the job done, and a lot of that credit goes to you. Welcome.
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STATEMENT OF THE HON. RICHARD W. RILEY, SECRETARY,
U.S. DEPARTML T OF EDUCATION, WASHINGTON, DC; AC-
COMPANIED BY SUE FERGUSON, CHAIR, NATIONAL COALI-
TION FOR PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

Secreiary RiLEY. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman and Senator
Jeffords. It is a real pleasure for us to have the chance to be here
this morning. I do think it is an appropriate time for us to talk on
this subject.

I would say that I am most grateful, speaking for America’s
schoolchildren and parents and all Americans, for the leadership
that you, Mr. Chairman, and Senator Jeffords and others in your
subcommittee and committee and in the entire Senate and House
who have provided bipartisan support for improving education in
this country.

When you look at what has been done and what has not been
done and all of the comments about it, I don’t think anything that
could impact the future of this country any more than the kind of
f)rogressive things that we have done for education this year and

ast year. So I think probably the most important thing has been
dealt with, and I am very Y(ll'oud of that and pleased, and the Presi-
dent joins with me in thanking you for your support.

Mr. Chairman, I request that my full text be submitted for the
record and I will give a statement.

I am pleased to have Sue Ferguson here. She is Chair of the Na-
tional Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education, referred to as
NCPIE. One month ago, I announced the formation of a broad-
based partnership with NCPIE, the Education Department and
other organizations, working together to promote greater family in-
volvement in learning.

I think it is interesting to note that when Cabinet members come
here, normally there are other Cabinet members with them or
other staff employees or experts in government, budget, or what-
ever. It really is a little different, I think, symbolic, perhaps, for me
to have with me a private citizen who is representing private orga-
nizations that are all tying together to help us bring about the kind
of outreach family involvement that this country needs. I think it
is a very good symbol to start with.

Mr. Chairman, I have been heartened by the response of the ini-
tiative that we have launched. Today, the Partnership for Family
Involvement in Learning is comprised not only of the Department
of Education and the 46 members of NCPIE that came in when
that coalition came with us, but of 30 other organizations as well
which have come into this partnership, representing parents and
schools, religious organizations, community-based groups, business.
It is an issue on which we have found common ground. If there is
anything we need in this country, it is issues to bring us together
and on which a broad consensus for educational improvement and
community renewal really can be constructed.

Our partnership is a growing one. It is as important, I think, as
anything out there in terms of movement and electricity in the edu-
cation world. It is families and their children. It proceeds from a
simple but powerful premise, that the American family is literally
the rock upon which a solid education can and must be built.

iy
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The importance of family involvement in learning is made clear
in a report I released last month entitled “Stron% Families, Strong
Schools”. We have a number of those available for anyone who is
here or on the committee that would like copies. I have witnessed
that basic principle at work in every part of our country. I have
seen two-parent families, I have seen single parents, step-parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles providing strong family support for
" their children’s learning.

I would say to this subcommittee that the Congress has built a
splendid record in the area of education. The Washington Post yes-
terday said that the education initiatives passed by Congress rep-
reser:it”“a major area of accomplishment that has often been ig-
nored.

This record encompasses, as the chair points out, the Goals 2000:
Educate America Act, which strengthens local efforts to help
schools meet high academic standards and occupational standards.
That Act includes incentives to make our schools safer and to make
cutting-edge research more friendly. The reauthorization of OERI,
the Safe Schools Act, all are incorporated in that major move with
Goals 2000. '

The legislative record also includes the School-to-Work Opportu-
nities Act; streamlining the college financial aid system, somethin
that has been talked a%out for a number of years %ut really neede

to be done; national service legislation; and this week, of course,
the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act, which, from a resource standpoint, drives a lot of these other

measures.

These initiatives create exciting opportunities for communities
and States to seriously address educational achievement and eco-
nomic advancement. Through constructive bipartisan efforts that
were pointed out, and Senator Jeffords, you have been a tremen-
dous help and a leader in this area, as has Senator Kassebaum and
others, and that should be noted, as the chair did, we now have in
place, as the Committee for Economic Development said in a recent
report entitled “Putting Learning First”, “a new platform from
which to promote academic excellence,” one involving people in
every State, every community, and every school in America.

Thirtty years of research in this report tells us that the starting
point of American education is, number one, parent expectations of
their children. Parental involvement with their children’s education
flows from that. This consistent finding applies to every family, re-
gardless of the parents’ station in life, their income, their edu-
cational background. A child who grows up reading for fun is a
child who generally i on the road to success when it comes to
leaming.

But for America to read t,oFether, something has to give. The
teenager who is perpetually glued to the tube is well on the way
to having a rather dull mind and a very dull and perhaps risky fu-
ture. Report after report tells us that reading scores decline in all

ade levels when young people go into what they refer to as the
red zone” of danger and watch more than six hours of television
on a weekday. Even two hours of television a night puts children
in the “yellow zone”, kind of a warning light to be careful.
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Mr. Chairman and Senator Jeffords, the partnership that we
formed is designed to establish a supportive environment “or family
involvement. We will identify and publicize outstanding examples
of family involvement around the Nation, just as your subcommit-
tee is doing here today, and I am gratefuj for that. We will provide
useful information to parents, to students, to businesses, and to
community groups, and we will set an example by encouraging
Federal employees to participate in their own children’s learning.

At the Department of Education, we are trying to practice what
we promote. We allow our employees to have flexible schedules so
that they can spend more time at home with their children and at-
tend events of their children at the school. For employees who vol-
unteer in local schools, the Department matches leave time up to
four hours per pay period. I think those kinds of commitments in
our owr: operations are extremely important to show people that we
intend to follow what we are talking about.

As I travel around the country, I meet many parents who are
trying very hard to do the right ti\ing by their children. They are
being responsible. They are juggling one, two, two-and-a-half jobs,
trying to squeeze more hours into each day. They are wor?(ring
about their children’s safety. They are doing all they can to keep
their families held together.

The most important single change we need for American edu-
cation, I think, is to find new ways to help parents slow down their
lives. This mismatch in how American institutions, from scnools to
businesses, carve out time in the day-to-day life of the American
family is, to my mind, a serious impediment affecting how our
young people are literally growing up.

The best business leaders recognize that the early investment
that families make on behalf of their children leads to the promise
of a skilled and educated work force in the future, and that is why
business leaders have been in the forefront of improving education
for many years. They are there now. Some of these businesses have
already developed new ways that America’s time can be used to
help families and help the learning process.

We must see the value in job sharing, in flex time, in release
time for families, to give attention to chiFdren. Schools at the plant
site, day care in the office, parents working at home without stig-
ma or financial loss, whatever it takes, we need to use all of our
ingenuity to find new ways to connect families to their children in
these hectic times.

As part of our effort to increase family involvement in education,
I have su%gested seven good practices that may be helpful to par-
ents and their family members. The Washington Post, again, called
it “Riley’s basics”. I think my children and grandchildren would call
it lecturing, but whatever. They really are basic homework for par-
entsl.( Let me run through thosc as I prepare to conclude my re-
marks.

First, take a time inventory to find the extra time so the famil
((:ian learn together. Commit to learning something with your chil-

ren.

Second, commit yourself to high standards and high expectations
for your children. Expect more from them. Challenge them in every
possible way to reach their full potential. Part of that expectation
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gets beyond just in school but more expectations in terms of trust-
in chil}dren with responsibility and that kind of thing.

hird, limit television on a school night to a maximum of two
hours, even if that means that the remote control may have to be
taken away on occasion.

Fourth, read together. It is the real starting point of all learning.

Fifth, make sure your children take tough courses at school and
schedule daily time to check homework.

Sixth, make sure that your child goes to school every day and
support community efforts to keep children safe and off the street
late at night.

Seventh and finally, set a good example by talking directly to
your children, especially your teenagers, about the danfgers of drugs
and alcohul and the values that you want and your family wants
your children to have. Listen to what your children have to say.
Such personal talks, however uncomfortable sometimes they may
be, they may save your children’s lives.

Now let me turn briefly to how schools can encourage family in-
volvement. This disconnection between educators and parents re-
quires our attention. Often, parents and educators talk to each
other but they talk really past one another. Many parents feel that
their right to be involved in school policy, to be full participants in
the learning process, is ignored and frustrated and sometimes even
denied. They don’t feel valued, and they sometimes find education
jargon to be kind of a putdown.

Yet, I know there are countless schools and educators who have
reached out to families, and effectively so, and have been rewarded
with great family involvement at their school and higher student
achievement.

I hope educators everywhere will make family members feel wel-
come, listen with an open ear, and reach out to parents as part-
ners. Educators can creatively use new technology, from voice mail,
for example, to homework hotlines, to educational CD-ROM pro-
grams that are now on the market, and even just the plain tele-
phone, to get parents involved in the learning process.

Families, schools, businesses, educators, communities, all have
an essential role to plav if all of our children are to learn to high
standards in a gafe, disciplined environment. Working together, 1
think we can reinforce the central role of the family in education,
bring out the best in every child in this great country.

Thank you very much, and Sue Ferguson has assured me she
would be willing to join into response to questions. It is good to
bave her with us.

Senator Dobb. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary.

Before turning to just a couple of brief questions for you and Ms.
Ferguson, let me include in the record, if I can, a comment from
Terrel Bell, the former Secretary of Education from 1981 to 1984,
and who is today Chairman of the Parent Knowledge Network. I
would normally just insert this in the record, but it is a short
enough paragap to read it into the record.

He says, “Parent involvement in the schools is like the weather,
everybody talks about it but nobody does anything about it.” Now
Secretary Riley has decided to do someihing about it with his na-
tional family involvement initiative.

-~
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“Research repeatedly demonstrates that the most critical factor
in student achievement is participation of parents in support of
their child’s formal education. I urge this distinguished Senate
committee to give their w‘hole-hearte%i, bipartisan backing for this
voluntary grassroots strategy to strengthen families and improve
our public schools.”

I commend Secretary Bell for his comments here and particularly
his recognition, Mr. Secretary, of your work in this area. ‘

Let me begin with just a couple of questions, and then I will turn
to my colleague.

en we did the transition program, which serves young chil-
dren as they begin regular school, we discovered that, especially in
Head Start programs, there has been a long and historic success
of getting parents involved with their children in preschool. It was
in the neighborhood of 60 vercent, you correct me if I am wrong,
but it was a relatively high number, statistically, of parental in-
volvement with children at the preschool level.

Then you get to kindergarten and the first grade and that num-
ber drops, to 20 or 25 percent. It is stunning.

The age of the chilc? is not changing substantially. It strikes me
that one of the things we have had as a part of the {Iead Start pro-

gram from its earliest days was a very strong parental involvement
comEonent and that drops off when traditional education begins.

I know one doesn't like to lay particular emphasis on one side of
this vquation or the other, but it seems to me that the educational
institutions are just like night and day. Head Start almost requires

parental involvement if your child is going to be in the program,
and our formal schools in many cases almost seem to create an an-
tagonistic environment, in my view.

ow there are obvious exceptions. My hometown of East
Haddam, CT, is terrific. They have parental volunteers, who are
there every day. The school Kas worﬁed out ways for them to be
involved and contribute. it is a whole different climate.

But I must tell you, I am struck by this sudden drop in parent
involvement. And again, I do not want to point an accusatory fin-
ger here, but it seems to me there is a glaring difference in those
statistics, and I wonder if you might comment on that.

Secretary RILEY. Mr. Chairman, that is a very accurate observa-
tion. As you know, that was discussed in the ESTEIA.

Senator DopDD. Right.

Secretary RILEY. The conference report ended up not making it
a separate program in terms of transition but did include it in a
number of other areas, so it is very much included, requiring a de-
scription of how the local education agencies will coordinate and in-
tegrate education services. That has to be part of their plans. The
school-wide programs fit into the parents situation so much, the
compacts that are required in the ESEA.

Children who participate in Even Start, in Head Start, are auto-
matically eligible for Title I, another carryover into that. The local
education agencies must include strategies, also, to coordinate ac-
tivities to Head Start and to early c ildhood development pro-
grams.

So we have a number of ways, 1 think, in ESEA that you all have
really brought abou. by emphasizing this transition period.
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I heard the President of the National PTA from Houston tell a
story of going into a school recently and there was a big notice on
the front door—this was an elementary school—and it said, no-
tice—kind of like a legal notice, like your property is being con-
demned for the lack o% paying your taxes—visitors here must re-
port to the office before seeing any teacher or child, a very legiti-
mate thing to keep track of who is in the scheol. But she was point-
ing out how easy it would be to, instead of saying “notice”, to say
“welcome”, and parents are welcome here but please go by the of-
fice and give your name before you go to your class.

I was in a school in Albuquerque on Monday, a fine school with
90 percent Hispanic kids, and it was just the opposite, a big wel-
come sign. Parents welcome. You get a pamphlet, welcome, in Eng-
lish anci;-?n Spanish.

As you point out in your question, you can so much change tones
and attitudes just b fj;ose simple, warm feelings that parents real-
ly are welcome and not going to be intimidated and are needed
t{xere in the schools. So I think that is a part of this transition pe-
riod and it is a very good point.

Sue, do you have anything to add to that?

Ms. FERGUSON. I just would like to add that the National Head
Start Association is now a member of NCPIE and they are equally
concerned with the change in culture from Head Start programs to
the regular public schools and plan on focusing on that transition.

Senator DoDb. Good. 1 am glad to hear that.

Just in following up on that, and I don’t know if this has been
done at all or not, but it strikes me that professional development
is one of the keys here. A few years ago when working to promote
good nutrition, we found that one of the difficulties that we had
with the medical profession was that there were very few courses
being taught in medical schools about the value of nutrition. It sim-
ply wasn’t part of their normal curriculum. In fact, I think that for
a number of years there were only a couple of medical schools that
taught anything about nutrition even with growing public aware-
ness. Today, that has changed dramatically and nutrition is now a
critical part of medical school education.

To what extent have we looked at the issue of parental involve-
ment in this light? Are there any surveys of our institutions of
higher learning, particularly those that specialize in education,
about the extent to which they include parental involvement? I am
not talking necessarily about a separate course. I don’t want to see,
all of a sudden, a rush of 101 courses on parental involvement, be-
cause I don’t think that would solve the problem. I think it has to
be part of what I would call that seamless garment of education.
We need to talk about the courses i our institutions on education.
There needs to be an awareness of the importance of parental in-
volvement built into the curriculum. Maybe it is widespread. I am
just curious as to whether or not we are getting more of that.

Secretary Riiky. That is a very interesting observation. This
study that I mentioned is very helpful on all of these subjects, and
it is a careful compilation of what all is taking place.

I you notice on page 36, Mr. Chairman, it has the States listed.
Only half of the States mandate parent involvement requirements
for teacher certification, so that is a growing interest out there. I
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think that will be all States. That is not to say it doesn’t happen
in some of those others, but as far as a requirement for certifi-
cation—

Senator DopD. I am trying to be careful here. The blue means
you have it, or the white means you have it? I am looking at Con-
necticut and Vermont here and we are white, and I want to——

Secretary RILEY. I don't believe you mandate it, then. That is not
to say that in your State that it is not taught and it is not included,
but it is not a State law under certification as a mandate.

Senator DoDD. What does that mean, “mandate’?

Secretary RILEY. That means for certification, you have to have
had exposure in a course or whatever in the area of how to irvolve
parents into your educational work. That in and of itself doesn't
answer anything, but it certainly

Senator DoDD. No, but it sensitizes them.

Secretary RILEY. It sensitizes, and it shows that there is becom-
ing in the State legislatures and with Governors and people all
across the country, that this is important. You wouldn’t Eave seen
that not too many years ago.

I remember when I was Governor and we were getting very
much involved, and our program in South Carolina was heavily in-
volved in standards and parent involvement. Some superintend-
ents, some principals really were very nervous about all of that,
like it interfered with the system. We had to work through that
and you have to get people involved on the ground floor to do it.
It is charging now. Enlightened principals and superintendents
now, I haven't talked to one in months that isn’t very much into
the importance of getting parents into their children’s education
process.

Senator DopD. Let me just ask one more question, if I could
here, and then turn to Senator Jeffords. As you know, I have lit-
erally been in every single public high school in my State at least
once in the last 10 years. I try to go to one a week during the aca-
demic year, and I try to get to Connecticut’s inner-city schools al-
most every year. I think the students ought to see someone like me
and have a chance to raise questions and talk.

I was at Bassett High in Bridgeport not too long ago and there
were, I think, 150 students in the meeting that I had with them.
I am not exaggerating when I tell you I think there were 30 or 40
different ethnic groups or nationality groups represented in that
room. It was fascinating; it was wonderful. They were from every
imaginable country in the Pacific Rim and Latin America, as few
African countries, a lot of European and Eastern European coun-
tries. It was a richness that, unfortunately, is not evident in
enough of our schools. These kids have opportunities to learn about
so many different places through their own classmates; the possi-
bilities were just stunning to me.

But it poses challenges. Obviously, the notion of parental involve-
ment and the relationship between parents and children, while
there are some absolute fundamentals and common denominators
regardless of culture or ethnicity, clearly there are some variations
and distinctions. There is also the issue of language.

Given the explosion, particularly in our urban schools, I wonder
if you are familiar with any kinds of programs that help teachers,
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who, in many cases, are the minority in their classroom, reach par-
ents who are often first generation, and speak halting English at
best. Nevertheless, they arc deeply committed to their children and
children’s education. Are there some programs you might cite, or
maybe even down the road we could include in the record as exam-
ples? Maybe Ms. Ferguson knows of some that have really been
pretty successful.

Secretary RILEY. Let me say a word, and then I think Sue cer-
tainly would add to it.

Again, when I was just this week in this school in Albugquerque,
where language was a real problem, there was a parent involve-
ment center there in the little elementary school where children
who were preschool age had day care and the parents would come
in at the different hours in the day and work with people who were
helping them with language barriers and how best to help their
children to proceed in education. There were all kinds of different
subjects dealing with evcrf'thing you can think of, parenting sub-
{'ects, all of the parent-child relationship subjects, spoken. in Eng-
ish and Spanish.

Those programs really are more local. They are more devised by
the local people, and that probably is how it should be. There is
some support, of course, through our bilingual programs, and of
course Title I is a tremendous help in those areas.

So you are seeing a lot of things happen, but your observation
is so correct. That is, I have gone 1nto scﬁools, as you know, where

50 or 60 languages are beingh spoken. It is certainly something
t

where, if you are going to get the parents involved, you have to get
across the barrier of language problems.

Sue, do you have anything to add to that?

Ms. FERGUSON. There are many, many programs out there, and
I can’t honestly name one right now. One of the uniquenesses of
NCPIE is that it represents a lot of the diversity that vou speak
?f. I would be more than happy to collect some of those programs
or you.

I do know that in California there are many programs, for which
Tom Paisant happens to be responsible for one of them.

Senator Donhb. We would like to get that.

Ms. FERGUSON. Sure.

Senator Dobpb. T think one of the greatest values of a hearing
and of these committees is educational. I would say 1 consider 90
percent of my job to be educational and ten percent legislative, If
we can just make people aware of what already is vut there and
what works in maybe South Central Los Angeles or in Montpelier,
VT, or Bridgeport, CT, it could valuable to someane in Chicago, De-
troit, or Houston, TX, or conversely.

The whole notion of getting those examples out, using this buliy
pulpit of a hearing process, can be a great value to others vvho ure
thirsting for ideas, creative and imaginative solutions Lo some of
these problems, so we would be very anxious to get that.

Ms. FERGUSON. May I add just one thing?

Senator Donp. Yes.

Ms. PERGUSON. We have done some long-range planaing on this

artnership and developing that type of information resource will

¢ avui]abl% to everybedy in time.
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Senator DopD. Terrific.

Secretary RILEY. Mr. Chairman, I was thinking, and the note
was handed to me that I was in Hawaii with Senator Inouve and
Senator Akaka when it became the first Goals 2000 State, and now
we have wel! over 35, I think 40 applications.

The Liki-Liki School there that we visited with them had some
of the most interesting parent involvement. These were grand-
parents. These were senior people, native Hawaiians, a lot of them,
but also Japanese, Chinese, Irish, other nationalities and races and
cultures. They would come into the school and they would have
separate classes showing them some of the old ways of making
things, the way their grandparents and great-grandparents did,
kind of building in the culture for all of the children of these dif-
ferent cultures. It was a very rewarding experience to see that hap-
pgning. Older people can do a lot of good in what you are talking
about. .

Senator DopD. I would love to get it if someone had done some-
thing on that school and how they put it together. I would love to
see that.

Secretary RILEY. We will get that for you.

Senator DoDD. Senator Jeffords?

Senator JEFFORDS. Thank you. I would like to foilow up on this
line of questioning.

How is the National Coaliiion doing? How widespread is it now
for parental involvement?

Secretary RILEY. We think that, Senator, it is just going very
well. As you know, with our legislative Congressional program in
place, basically, the next thing is how to get people out there in-
volved in it, and that is what this is all about. It doesn’t do any
good sitting here in Washington.

Sue, you might want to comment. We have 70-something organi-
zations, 76.

Ms. FERGUSON. There are actually 50 members now of NCPIE,
but many other people who may not necessarily care to belong to
NCPIE and certainly don’t have to will become partners in this ini-
tiative. So we are reaching out to more and more and more stake-
holders.

Secretary RILEY. I think there are some 30 organizations in addi-
tiondtic this NCPIE coalition group, so it is really expanding very
rapidly.

Senator JEFFORDS. We have set goals for the year 2000, and if
we are serious about meeting those goals, we are going to have to
have a plan that gets us there, whic%'l0 means that we are going to
have incredible involvement gained within the next 6 years.

Also, if you look at the gross statistics, gross in many terms, ten
percent of our population, over ten percent, is totally illiterate.
Thirty percent is functionally illiterate. Half of our families are
nontraditional, single-parent, some with no parents.

What kind of a coordinated program are we going to neec to take
care of all of the different kinds of situations? We have Even Start,
we have Head Start. What kind of resources are going to be nec-
g%ss})? in order to replicate these programs to reach the Goals
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I am concerned that we will continue to develop wonderful pro-
grams, bus if we don’t have a plan on how to replicate and how to
get involvement and have the necessary structure available for the
nontraditional, the single-parent, the no-parent children, that we
are not going to make as much headway as we need to between
now and the year 2000. Chapter I is about 50 percent funded, so
what kind of a plan are you going to try to develop to let us be able
to make the gecals in the year 2600?

Secretary RiLkY. Senator, you and I have talked about this before
and I have been very grateful for your leadership, and Senator
Dodd’s, too, in calling the country’s attention to this fact. Of course,
as you know, the great proportion of the resources come from State
anglocal sources and some 67 percent Federal.

The fact is, you all were able to get passed a sense of the Con-
gress into the ESEA, a very bold statement about setting education
as a priority, the same kinds of things you are talking about.

If you don’t get parents, adults who might not be parents but
who are charged with responsibility for children, if you don’t get
them involved in this process that we are talking about, we are not
going to be successful. It is absolutely critical to get all adults who
are charged with responsibility for children feeling that responsibil-
ity and being part of it. As you point out, the statistics are very
revealing, and often that is where we need help.

It is very clear, and this is very clear information, that you can
have a very poor mother who is working two jobs, who is
vneducated, totally uneducated, but who makes it clear to her child
or children that egucation is important, is the way out, is the ticket
to the future. Reading is the way to do that. Learning to write,
write your aunt and uncle. Those kinds of a thing by a parenu
mean so terribly much, very much to that child, just as muck if not
more than educated parents trying to make it very clear to their
children how important education is.

So I think the resources must be there. We have to do that job
if this country is to have a great future. I am very grateful for your
bold approach, which is a sense of Congress. Ve all understand
what that is, but it certainly is, again, a priority statement of what
is important. It is very important that that be there.

Your question, then, is how do we resolve all that, and my an-
swer to that is I agree with your priority. I support it and thank
you for it. We are in tough budget times. We don’t have to go into
a lot of discussion about that. We spend most of our time talking
about how to cut things back. Any increases we have in a no-
growth budget has to involve taking money from something else,
and we have all been involved in that.

However, we have to gel the resources somewhere. We have a lot
of inequities on the local level. That is a very serious complication.
But I don’t want to indicate to local people out there that they are
going to get some kind of special relief until something moves in
that direction.

Senator JEFFORDS. I don’t want to do that, either, but what I was
also directing it at was what do we do in the cases where you don't
have the parents? We will have a witness a little later on, instead
of saying, don’t watch television, how about developing mechanisms

1
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with computers that can be used by individuals, kids, whatever,
that can do what a parent might do if a parent were there?

There are those kind of options that we ought to take a look at
with the modern technology, and I am trying to figure out how we"
can help students or kids that don’t have parents that are avail-
able, which is the most important segment of our population. The
ones that are the school dropouts, the ones that end up in crime,
the ones that create some of our most serious social problems are
the ones that don’t have a family that you can even get hold of and
say, this is what you should do and then hopefully they will do it.

I hope that, as incredibly important as is the effort of getting
parents involved, we also have to take a look at what we do for
those where we don’t have any parents.

Secretary RILEY. Absolutely. Technology can be a big help. Trag-
ically enough, though, a lot of the times when you have those situa-
tions, they are poor people who don’t have a television. They don’t
have a telephone or very little structure, not much of a house.

I totally agree with you that most of that now is local effort,
some beautiful things being done with mentors and tutors, gettin
parents involved, the situation I mentioned in Albuquerque. But%
would be very receptive to hearing any suigestions and our people
would share with you on that, because I think you are really onto
the key of making this parent-family involvement thing work. We
have to reach all families, all adults responsible for children.

Sue, do you want to add anything to that?

Ms. FERGUSON. No, I just support that. I think this becomes im-
portant also in helping to answer that question, and I don’t think
there is an answer for that. To bring in community organizations,
that is part of the partnership, so that there are people after school
for a child, when, in fact, there are many latchkey children and we
need to care about that period of time in the child’s life as well.

Senator JEFFORDS. That is, of course, another area that we have
to look at, and that is the link to the school day and the availabil-
ity of resources to extend the school day to provide the latchkey
child with help, for those who may not iave the kind of parental
%nvolvement available to that child. Again, that is a resource prob-
em.

I just want to see us make sure that when we develop here, that
we cover all of the areas that are necessary and we understand
what resources may be necessary to do that so that we don’t just
go forward.

We have wonderful programs in this country, many of which
should be replicated. It is replication time; it is not just investiga-
tion time.

Secretary RiLEY. And Senator, in the Goals 2000, when funds go
down to the State and the school district and the school, if that is
really the need, parent involvement, one of the goals being part of
it, they can use Goals 2000 money for the very purposes that you
are speaking of. Mentors, as 1 think about it, I think are really
going to become more and more important, businesses letting peo-
ple come out and serve one on one with kids.

Senator JEFFORDS. Right, and the community school concept of
getting the whole community involved to take care of the kids, not
just the parents, especially when they don’t have the parents.

<y
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Thank you all. I look forward to working with you. It has been
an incredible experience, these 2 years and having the opportunity
to be working with you. I look forward to the future.

Secretary RiLEY. Thank you, and the same here.

Senator Dopp. Mr. Secretary, we thank you for coming today.
There may be some additional written questions which we can sub-
mit to your office and to you as well, Ms. Ferguson, but we thank
you immensely for your efforts in this regard.

This is a very important point, as Secretary Bell has pointed out.
I think we have a chance to really make some headway here on
this issue and I think this is going to make a major difference. If
we can just move those statistical numbers up and increase the pa-
rental involvement, I think you are go’ng to see some remarkable
results, and particularly at tKat earliest stage of a child’s education
where parents and teachers and children get used to the fact that
parents are involved with them. It is going to strengthen, I think
tremendously, our educational performance.

We thank you immensely.

Secretary RILEY. Thank you so much.

" ['Ii'he prepared statement of Mr. Riley may be found in the appen-

ix.

Senator Donn. Let me invite our next panel to join us, at the
witness table. I am proud to introduce our first witnesses from my
State of Connecticut, New Haven, CT, Carolyn and Jaychelle Jack-
son. Carolyn Jackson is the mother of three children, and
Jaychelle, currently a student at the Cooperative High School for
the Arts, is her eldest. They are going to share with us their first-

hand knowledge about parental involvement, and I am very proud
as your Senator to welcome’lyou both here today, on our last day

of this, the 103rd Congress.
necticut.

Barbara Jennings is our next witness. She is a parent as well.
Barbara’s efforts on behalf of her remarkable son, Cedric, were fca-
tured in two stories in the Wall Street Journal and the Washington
Post as ‘well in the past few weeks. They were also featured on
“Nightline” last night. You are a busy woman. If you run for Con-
gress, we have to watch out. [Laughter.]

Senator Dobn. But it is a really remarkable story. I think all of
us here would agree, and I am sure Cedric would as well, that your
early, early involvement, with Cedric’s life and his education made
all the difference in the world. So we are pleased that you are with
us today to talk some more about it.

Third, I am pleased to introduce Mr. James Claypool. He is the
Principal at the Robert E. Lee High School in Houston, TX, a
school which has shown significant progress in student achieve-
ment over the past few years. I look forward to Mr. Claypool’s tell-
ing us about the role of parental involvement in the school’s suc-
cess.

As a veteran of the Peace Corps, 1 am especially pleased to wel-
come Mr. Claypocl today as he is a fellow Peace Corps alumni. Mr.
Claypool served for several years in Sierra Leone. I welcome a
former fellow volunteer to the table.

I am going to let my colleague from Vermont introduce our next
witness, if you would [ike, Senator Jeffords.

hank you for coming down from Con-
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Senator JEFFORDS. Winton 1. Goodrich is the Executive Director
of the Vermont Chamber of Commerce Business/Education Partner-
ships. He has been in this position for 2 years, durin% which time
he has helped many Vermonters to acquire new skills for a globally
competitive workplace. This unique nonprofit corporation serves to
furtﬁer several of the goals outlined in the Goals 2000—parental
involvement, dropout prevention, how to be first in math and
Sf(i%{]ce, demonstrating academic competence ir school-to-work
skills.

The Vermont Chamber of Commerce Business/Education Part-
nerships was born out of the U.S. Department of Education Part-
nership Development Grant and a collaboration betwecn the Ver-
mont Department of Education and the Vermont Chamber of Com-
merce. 1 think when you see his demonstration, you will be very
much impressed and perhaps given a sense of hope that there are
other alternatives that we can utilize.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator Dopp. Thank you, Senator Jeffords.

I am going to put these lights on here to ensure that we don’t

et caught up. Any information or material that you would like to
ave part of this record, we will make sure that it gets included.

The yellow light will go off 5 or 6 minutes after you have begun
your testimony. ¥e won’t hold you to the red light, but it will give
you some guidelines here so we can move the hearing along and
not keep you too long.

I will begin in the order I have introduced everybody. Carolyn,
we will begin with you. Again, I am deeply grateful to you for com-
ing down here today, along with Jaychelle. I am anxious to receive
your testimony. All your prepared remarks will be included in the
record. Please proceed as you are most comfortable.

STATEMENTS OF CAROLYN JACKSON, NEW HAVEN, CT;
JAYCHELLE JACKSON, STUDENT, COOPERATIVE HIGH
SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS, NEW HAVEN, CT; BARBARA JEN-
NINGS, WASHINGTON, DC; JAMES CLAYPOOL, PRINCIPAL,
ROBERT E. LEE HIGH SCHOOL, HOUSTON, TX; AND WINTON
I. GOODRICH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, VEKMONT CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE, BUSINESSEDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS,
MONTPELIER, VT

Ms. CAROLYN JACKSON. Good morning. My name is Carol
Jackson. I am a single mcther of three. Jayche{]e is my oldest. She
is 16. I have another daughter, Gloria, who is 15, and a son, Daily,
who is 13.

I want to thank you for inviting me here to speak on parent in-
volvement. I would like to tell you a little bit about myself. 1 am
presently the PTO President of my daughter’s high school. I am the
chairperson for the Chapter I Executive Board for the City of New
Haven. I have been involved with Title I for 7 years. I started out
with my children when they were in Head Start.

I am a strong advocate for parent involvement. I believe that
parents are the untouched resources in this country and that
schools don’t use parents enough to help fill in some of the gaps.

1 would like to tell you a little bit about the area that I live in.
I live in the area of New Haven which is called Newhallville,
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“Ville” to the children, and Newhallville is the largest black com-
munity in New Haven. We are known for a lot of things, but pres.
ently we are known mostly because of the drugs and the violence
that go on in our community and the fact that most of our children
have to walk through drug-infested areas to get to school. But once
those children get to school, the most prominent thing that they
find inside the schools is that a lot of them, especially in the ele-
mentary, they are safe. They are secure. It is like a haven, a refuge
from what goes on around them.

The reason why it seems like a refuge is because there are par-
ents there. In Newhallville, a lot of the schools, they welcome par-
ent involvement, because they realize that to have a good school,
you must include the parents. If you buiid up a child all day long
and try to get them to set a goal and to get them focused on wnat
they need to de for that day and then send them home to a dys-
functional family, you have lost what you have don¢ for that day.

So you need the help of the parents to help make that school a
better place, and in New Haven, I must say that I am proud to sa
that we are pushing the Comer process, because that process al-
lows for every parent, no matter what the level you are, to be in-
volved in your child’s school.

I would like to say that when I started out, I started out vol-
unteering in my child’s school, and because I volunteer ir. my
child’s school, I got to know the principal. She realized that I had
other skills. In doing so, I received another job as a para-profes-
sional, and from that job I applied for another job a little step high-
er, and I was the Chapter I parent liaison worker from the city.
From that, now I am a substance abuse prevention outreach worI)(,-
er for the Social Development Department.

That was because the schosl made me feel welcome, and I went
in and I worked and other opportunities opened up for me. Because
other opportunities opened up for me, I reached out and got other
parents ard other parents came in and other opportunities also
opened up for them.

But the biggest opportunity is the success of our children, in that
we are there for our children and that our children are doing well,
and not only our children but cther children, because when we go
into the schools as parents, we realize that we are going from the
“old home” school type of feeling, that I am going to look out for
your child as well as my child. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Carolyn Jackson may be found
in the appendix.}

Senator Dopp. Thank you very much, Carolyn. Congratulations
on a tremendous job that you have done and are doing. Hopefully,
you will stay invofved.

I know normally what happens is when parents have children in
schools, they are mure apt to be involved. Once their children move
beyond school, then they feel as though they have kind of done
their part. But these parents who have been in the process bring
such a wealth of experience, and even though their own children
may be out of the process, they can be such a help to parents who
are unclear about how to access the school. I hope your involve-
ment won't end as your children complete their education but you
will stay involved during your entire life.
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Ms. CAROLYN JACKSON. May I add one more thing?

Senator Dopp. Certainly.

Ms. CAROLYN JACKSON. I would truly love to see, because 1 was
listening to the dialogue between you and the Secretary of Edu-
cation about parent training, and now, in this day and age, because
our children face so much more and because now we have such a
young group of new parents that don’t have parenting skills, it
would be nice to see if Congress would send more funds for parent
training.

It would be nice in that package that you would allow for train-
ing garents, because a lot of time parents feel intimidated if, say,
the Senator or a doctor came down to say, hey, you are not bring-
ing up your child right. They are not going to come out because
they feel intimidated. But if you have another parent that is
trained, that can communicate and make those other parents feel
comfortable and bring them in, it would be wonderful.

I was an involved Head Start parent and I am an involved Chap-
ter UTitle I parent, and Chapter I/Title I has mandated parental
involvement. That is one way to catch and to keep certain parents
involved, because if you go from Head Start to first grade and up
and you are involveg in Title I, you are going to stay involved be-
cause it is mandated.

I think that that should be pressed toward coming down from
Congress as well, because a lot of schools don’t make parents feel
welcome so they don’t come in and they won’t—okay, 1 am done.

Senator DopD. Your point is well taken. The whole notion of get-
ting parents back into school, is complex. Many of today’s parents

have had a bad experience in school, maybe theg dropped out, and

don’t have great memories about being in those buildings. The idea
of going back in again as a parent when they didn’t have a good
experience as a student makes it that much more difficult, so 1
agree with you.

Jaychelle, thank you for coming. We are delighted to have you
this morning. Just relax. You are with family.

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. Good morning. My name is Jaychelle
Jackson. I am 16 years old. I am an eleventh grader.

I am a good student because my mother is an involved parent.
T am also a good student because rot only is she an involved par-
ent, but by her being an involved parent, she knows teachers, she
knows people, and the community that I am in, by her knowing
people, they know me.

Not only do the teachers know me, but they constantly stay on
me so that I won't slack off or do anything wrong or mess up be-
cause of the fact that my mother is an involved parent.

Not only is my mother being an involved parent helping me, but
it is helping my sister, my brother, and my friends.

By her being an involved parent, it is helping me academically
because sometimes students feel that they can't do things, do math,
do science, do English, do Spanish, and some teachers really don't
care but some do, and the ones that do stay on you constantly and
constantly. Not only do they stay on you, hut they talk to your por-
ents and things.

If I were to mess up or not turn in homework or something, be-
fore I can reach home, they will already tell my mother that, Ms.
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Jackson, Jaychelle didn’t do this. Ms. Jackson, Gloria didn’t do
this. Ms. Jackson, Daily didn’t do this. Or one of my friends, they
would tell my mother that one of my friends didn’t do it and my
mother would get back to my friends’ parents and tell my friends’
parents.

I am also glad that my mother is an involved parent because my
friends, among other students, respect her and she gets a large
amount of respect from people that I don’t even know, students
that 1 don’t even know, college kids that I don’t even know, and I
like that because I meet college kids that are great, I mean, doin
very well in school, and that makes me feel g:at I can do it an
that that is what I want to do and to move on and do other things
like be a doctor or a lawyer or something like that that I really
want to do.

Senator DobDb. Is there anything else you want to share with us?

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. No.

Senator DobD. You covered a lot of ground there.

I understand, Carolyn, that you had these three children and
had to decide which one would come here and be the witness. |
think you made a wise choice. Jaychelle, you did a fine job. It is
not an easy thing to appear before a Congressional committee, but
you did a great job.

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. Thank you.

Senator Donn. Ms. Jennings, we thank you for being here.
Again, congratulations to Cedric. I hope everyt%ing is going well for
him.

Ms. JENNINGS. Good morning. My name is Barbara Jennings and
I am a mother of three. Right now, I have a 17-year-old son, Cedric
Jennings, at home.

When Cedric was about 6 months old, my life changed. I accept-
ed Christ. So in turn, when my life changed, I saw things in a dif-
ferent way. I thoughc about the negative things that my daughters
had secen me do, what Cedric’s father was about, and the things
that were going on in the streets. At that point, I decided that 1
didn't want my son to be like that, with the drugs, the alcohol, the
guns, or just being in the street.

I also thought about him being at a babysitter and not reaily
learning anything, so when Cedric was about 2 years old I decided
to stop working. I got on welfare and began Lo work with him.
When [ talked to him, I looked him directly in the face or I asked
him to look into my mouth w0 he could learn {0 proncunce his
words correctly. I was also reading to him. Twice a day, once in the
morning, once in the afternoon, I would work with him on alpha-
bet. colors, numbers, days of the week, and the months

We went for walks. T would always ask him questions about
things that T waught him. 1 would have him to sing the alphabet
to me. We would go to the museums, just doing things together,
showing him love, telling him that he is specinl. We would go to
the thrift stores. He would always go to the book scction.

After a ycar-and-a-half, 1 went back to work and put Cedric in
a child development center that was very good, but I still worked
with him. When he was about 7 years old, I bought him a black-
hoard. e was writing numbers, after a while, writing words about
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things that he had learned that day. As he got better, he would put
the whole lesson plan on his blackboard.

During this time, I went to PTA meetings, parent-teacher con-
ferences, and kept in close touch with his teachers. I kept him in
church, just keeping busy. He has been in the choir since he was
3 years old and is now in three choirs and a club.

Had not my life changed, I would hate to think where he would
be today.

Senator Dopp. Thank you very much, and congratulations on a
terrific job.

Ms. JENNINGS. Thank you.

Senator Dobp. We are going to come back for some questions, be-
cause you are a real expert, as Carolyn is as well.

Mr. Claypool has a terrific program at his school and we are anx-
ious to hear about that. I presume you may have some reactions
to ﬁvhat Ms. Jennings has said and what Ms. Jackson has said as
well.

Mr. CraypooL. Certainly, I do, but I think I will try to describe
our situation at Lee for a moment, if I may.

Robert E. Lee High School is an urban high school with 2,600
students, of which 1,900 are classified by the State as “at risk”. We
are 58 percent Hispanic, 78 percent minority. Our population is
largely international. When 1 say Hispanic, we are predominately
not native-born Hispanic but immigrant Hispanic, including
Central American and South American.

In the past 2 years, we have been fortunate enough to establish
some academic success, especially in English language skills, which
I take particular pride in since for many of these children, English
is not their first language. Over the past year, our test scores have
gone from an avera%e passing rate of 45 percent in English to 75
percent in English language skills. I will not talk about mathe-
matics today, however.

During the same time, we have had a tremendous decrease in
what I would call average everyday discipline offenses on campus,
as well as actually a decrease in expulsions and gang-related activ-
ity. Two years ago at this time, we were seriously involved in gang-
related activity and I am happy to say today that it has not dis-
appeared by any means, but the incidence of conflict is essentially
nonexistent.

We have had some success. I certainly would not hold it up as
an example for the world. We have a long ways to go, but we are
moving in the right direction.

I think the first step to being successful in working with parents
is that educators must educate their own selves. It is not enough
for the school to sit there and expect parents to go to them. We
must go to the parents. More importantly, we must be able to, first
of all, in our situation, we must be able to speak their language.

Half of our kids really don't speak English. Thirty-eight percent
are classified as limited English proficient, 38 percent of our stu-
dents, but of our parents, it is closer to 60 or 70 percent do not
speak English. How can we possibly expect parents to become in-
volved in school unless we speak tf)\leir language? I think it is on
our shoulders as educators to educate ourselves.
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Just as important, in working in any community, you must know
the values that are taught in the home, and those values are not
universal. Those values, in many cases, are cultural, depending on
the cultural backgrounds of the students. I think it is up to the
educators to be aware of the value children hold when they come
to schocl.

I would say that is probably the biggest problem in a discipline
sense in any school. For example, ig you have a predominantly
Anglo faculty and you have a predominately minority student body,
the incidence of cultural miscommunication is the biggest factor in
misbehavior in school. So it is up to the educators to understand
the cultural background and the cultural values of their students,
absolutely essential to communication with students.

Second, we need to really define what is a family. I don’t think
that the two-parent family fits the medel at Robert E. Lee High
School in many cases, and that we have to redefine what is the
family to include the expand.d family and include, as well, vir-
tually any community organization or student advocacy group that
is willing to work for the benefit of our kids.

So when we taik about parental involvement or family involve-
ment, we are also talking about community involvement, commu-
nity agency involvement, and any resource that will benefit our
kids, and 1 think that is really crucial, especially for poor kids. I
think kids who are born into poor families, if they are fortunate
enough to have parents, their parents are simply so occupied in ex-
isting and surviving that we have to look for other resources to
help those children.

It is not enough for the school to do these things The school
must aiso be, what I would say, be community active oriented, com-
munity activism from the institution of the school itself. We must
go into the community and conduct ourselves in outreach pro-
grams, because ultimately the school will founder or be successful

ased on its reputation in the community. If we do outreach, if we
go to the elementary schools, if we go to the churches, if we go to
the festivals, if we go to the community organizations, then we can
impact our reputation in the community and really impact the atti-
tude of the children and families when they come to school.

This was particularly true at Robert E. Lee when 1 arrived there.
I had a mother my first month there comment on the bad reputa-
tion of the school in the Hispanic community. She did that in Span-
ish, and she used the term “mala fama”. That really hit me, and
it was true. We had a very bad reputavion from our Hispanic stu-
dents. As a consequence, when their kids entered our doors, they
entered our doors with a negative attitude toward learning. So you
have to go into the community and develop a reputation on the
screets, so to speak.

As well, going kuck to my old Peace Corps background, we have
to do community development. We have to identify leadership in
the community and work with leadership in the community, in fact,
support lead: rship in the community, and to help develop leader-
ship in the community.

One of the main neighborhoods that feeds Lee High School is the
Gulfton neighborhood, which is predominately Central American
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today. Ten years ago, it was predominately yuppie apartment com-
plexes. This community basically has no political leadership, so
Robert E. Lee intentionally went into that community to identify
the growing leadership, support the growing leadership, and help
them to develop the community as weﬁro

Ultimately, it is the reputation in the community that is going
to make or break the school. We have to go beyond our walls. We
have to drop our isolated academic attitude and really become com-
munity active if we are going to be successful in educating kids
today and if we are going to be successful in getting parents in-
volved in school. Thank you.

[’I(‘ihe %)repared statement of Mr. Claypool may be found in the ap-
pendix.

Senator DopD. Thank you very much, Mr. Claypool.

Mr. Goodrich? :

Mr. GooDRICH. I am very pleased to have the honor to present
testimony today. I am going to come to this issue more from the
implementation side. I am very happy to hear that there is a level
of readiness for implementation. I am going to go through four
areas, and you have the background material.

The first is that the Vermont Chamber of Commerce Business
Education Partnerships is an implementation organization. We are
a State affiliate for the Natioqal Association of Partners in Edu-
cation, of which there are 30 other States that do the same kind
of work that we do.

The way I got my involvement in this activity is last year at the
national conference here in DC, I took a 20-hour workshop in de-
veloping parental involvement programs, took that back to my
State along with 20 other States that did the same thing, doing re-
search, research that had previously been done by the National
Education Association and the National Coalition on Parental In-
volvement, so I am pleased today to see some of that testimony
coming before this committee.

We have a structure in place by which we can work on the train
the trainers model, and it takes some expertise in the community
levels. It trains key people in schools and PTAs and other organiza-
tions to be able to deliver that at their grassroots level.

The second enclosure is the Workplace Education Program. Re-
search shows us that 75 percent of what students and children
learn is from adult role models, and we feel that if adults are
learning in the workplace, many of them whc might not have been
successful in school themselves, to step up to the high skills of the
21st century, that that is a good position for role modeling, that
they can share learning experiences with their children at home.

The third is the Vermont Initiative for Mentoring, and I would
like to say, Senator Dodd, that we are stealing that from your
home State through Susan Weinberger in Norwalk, CT, who has
850 mentors and that community has had for 9 years. She is an
international mentor trainer and we have been bringing her to our
State to do a lot of focus work conrecting businesses and schools
together.

enator Donn. Danbury, CT, as well, has a terrific program, I
think modeled after the Norwalk program.

LI
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Mr. GoobpricH. Yes, arnd she is doing this internationally now.
There are a lot of people that agree with us that this is a great
way to go.

The fourth strategy is CD-ROM technology that we feel can take
the message into the home. We have a variety of sub-strategies for
homes that maybe couldn’t afford technology, to put it to work at
Head Start offices, it could be in employment offices, it could be in
doctors’ offices. There are a variety of ways to be able to get tech-
nology into the home so that parents who never could explore
workplace opportunities and lifelong learning can do that at home
and to support what happens in the classroom.

When we look at the issues of time and time management and
the hectic schedules that Secretary Riley spoke of, we feel this is
one strategy that can bring it back to the foundation where learn-
ing starts.

What I would like to do is shut the lights off and I will take you
through this prototype. I would just preface this by saying that this
is not at the quality level that would be in a finished product. We
intend to market this nationally in five domains, an elementary
piece for in-school, middle school, high school, adult learning, and
then the piece that I would like you to look at today through the
perspective of mentor training and parent involvement training in
the homes and broadening those schools’ classroom walls.

[A computer presentation was made.]

Mr. GoobRICH. What we have here are the goals of CD-ROM
technology, and I am going to quickly go through this, connecting
learning in the classroom and applied ﬁaarning in the community.
We can do that through parents at home mentoring, really the im-
portance of work and%inking those two categories, those two areas
together.

Next, I am going to give you just a brief overview of how we in-
corporate video and other technologies.

[A computer presentation was made.]

Mr. GoonricH. I am just going to cut that off and say that the
next component is focused on elementary learners. The part here—
and I certainly want to recognize what Secretary Riley said here
about locking onto television and some detriments to that. The
point here is that we could show how students can develop some
animation skills and work in those types of fields.

The next place is maybe we could have parent volunteers come
on. That happens to be a business segment. Here are some actual
skills, and we could cut through that message as well.

We then talk about requirements and what our common core of
learning is focusing on is five competency areas. It also links very
well to the Goals 2000 literature.

The next piece is a hyper-tech screen that actually shows what
some of those skills are, and this is taken from a U.S. Department
of,' Labor report on what the essential ingredients are in the work-
place.

I will just finish by saying this explains to students both sides
of what interpersonal skills are. Those will be talking points by
which parents and students could start exploring the behaviors in
school and behaviors in the workplace and society in general.
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I will finish with that and open it up to any questions that the
Senators might have.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Goodrich may be found in the
appendix.]

Senator DopD. Thank you very, very much. It was a very cre-
ative visual demonstration there.

Senator JEFFORDS. Now so that people may undersiand, all of
that was going on on that little computer in front of you, right?

Mr. GOODRICH. Right.

Senator JEFFORDS. So if you were sitting there looking at it, you
would see right in front of you what we were seeing on the screen.

Mr. GOODRICH. Except you could see it so much better because
it is done in color and tﬁat is a monochrome. We are not fully
linked yet. We are only in a prototype model, and the issue is what
we believe is by putting notebook computers like this in schools, in
home settings and lending libraries, that students and parents can
really get at exploration of what the broadest opportunities in a ca-
ree]ri field might be for them and to link in educational training as
well.

Senator DoDD. That is great. Let me start off, and I will have
the staff keep an eye on the lights here. We have a vote at around
11:30, so I would like to try and wrap up over the next 25 or 30
minutes, if we can. I am going to ask the staff to watch my time,
give me 5 or 6 minutes, then Senator Jeffords and I can go back
and forth.

Let me start. I was struck, Ms. Jennings, by a comment you
made. We have a raging debate around here. It didn’t get very far
this year because the calendar got crowded with so much else, but
I fully expect that come January, we are going to be very much in-
volved in a welfare reform debate.

I think it is interesting, something you said. You said that you
made the decision to leave work, to go on welfare, to spend time
with Cedric, your child, and that as a result of that you were able
to give him special attention in the earliest stage of his life, intro-
ducing him to things, talking to him, telling him how much you
cared about him and loved him, how special he was, and so forth.

I don’t think the value of that is appreciated enough—the time
spent with a child in the earliest days of a child’s life knowing that
there is something very special about that child and raising a child
in an environment of love, support and encouragement.

Obviously, we have a problem in that we want people to work as
well. Welfare rolls expand and grow, and you went back to work
after Cedric could get into a preschool program. Now we have Head
Start coming down to earlier ages which should help. But for you,
it was when Cedric was two that you quit work?

Ms. JuNNINGS. When he was about two.

Senator DopD. He was two, so you had babysitters or was there
a child care program or something until then?

Ms. JENNINGS. Babysitters.

Senator Donp. Babysitters mainly. Now we have Head Start
picking up at three, so you could actually get him into a good Head
Start program today at that age. There is nothing from zero to
three except maybe good child care programs.

u'J




27

Had there been a good child care program that you were satisfied
was going to at least be more than just putting some toys in front
of your child, would you have considered staying at work if that
had been the case? I realize the choice you made is preferable, if
you can afford to be at home, but not everybody can do that. How
do we answer that question?

I am going to ask you, Mr. Goodrich, to jump in as someone from
the business community as well, because Senator Jeffords angd I get
beaten over the head on this issue. We have to get people off wel-
fare and back to work, and I don’t disagree with that, but simulta-
neously we have people out there that don’t have any alternatives
or they are very weak ones for their children.

I would argue that Ms. Jennings made an intelligent choice be-
cause she didn’t have any others. Now I would be told that I am
just contributing to the problem out there. Yet she has a son who
may be going to MIT next year and is, we all hope, going to make
a great contrbution to our society as a scientist or whatever field
he chooses and we all are going to benefit from that. I would argue
that because she took the time to be with him, he, as well as the
rest of us, are going to end up better.

How do we Fmd a middle ground here that would make the Ms.
Jennings of the world feel comfortable about leaving their child in
a good environment, where he is going to be nurtured and cared
for, n;)t the same way she could, but still a high quality, good pro-
aram?

So I am curious whether or not, had something like that existed
at the time, Ms. Jennings, whether or not you would have felt com-
fortable placing your child in that kind of a good child care setting
to stay on the job where you were.

Ms. JENNINGS. [ think I would have made the same decision. I
thought that he needed me at that point, because it could be a good
day care or child center but there is something about a parent
being there at a certain time in a child’s life.

Senator DonD. I agrec.

Ms. JENNINGS. I think I would have made the same decision. I
didn’t go on welfare to stay on welfare. 1 did it for a certain time
and then I went back to work.

Senator Dopn. Mr. Goodrich, as a member of the Chamber and
so forth, I am sure if you haven't talked to Senator Jeffords, you
probably will, or others will, and say, these welfare rolls are too
big, you guys in Congress, get these people off welfare. Get them
back to work. Yet I am sure you would agree with me that prob-
ably Ms. Jennings taking that time, being with that child made a
significant difference in that child’s life.

Do people understand, first of all, that not every person who is
on welfare is somehow not anxious to go to work, but has other pri-
orities? How do we deal with this intelligently, because this issue
is so ripe for demagoguery? I am fearful that is what it is going
to turn into, another crime bill revisited where we have a lot of hot
speeches, a lot of pointing fingers, and we don’t come up with intel-
ligent answers to deal with these real problems.

Mr. GoonricH. I certainly don't have the answer to that, but I
will give you my perspective.
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First of all, I think technology can play a big part in this. If we
educate the work force, as I briefly expressed in that work force
education program, to work in different ways and we look at flexi-
ble scheduling so that parents can work out of the home and do a
lot of these specialized work that needs to be done, e-mail and a
computer at home that a company provides for a worker, and
again, that depends on the type of industry that we are talking
aﬁout, It can’t always be the case.

But higher education expectations and support programs in com-
panies, paid for by companies, looking at the big picture, how
human services equates, how they are %rought into the education
field. In our State, we have all of the commissioners sitting on one
board that talk together, and again, they don’t have the answers
individually but together we can start getting at some of those is-
sues.

Senator Dopp. I am glad to hear you say that. I have been trying
to find some accommodation here to keep Ms. Jennings at woll:{l SO
she doesn’t have to rely on public assistance, because I presume
being at work is something obviously you prefer. You made that
choice to go back there. It would also allow the time for her to ac-
commodate the needs of that child.

Ms. Jackson, you looked like you were bursting at the seams
here to say something about this.

Ms. CAROLYN JACKSON. Yes, because I had the same issue as Ms.
Jennings. Before my son, who is my youngest, started kinder-
garten, I lived in Texas and 1 was in the military. Then when I got
out, I worked for a college and I have pretty good work skills. gut
when I moved to Connecticut when my baby was about to enter
kindergarten, the issue for me was chii,d care. The job that I was
about to take wouldn’t—1I didn’t make enough to pay for child care,
good child care, so I went on welfare for the first year.

While he was in kindergarten, I was on welfare so that I could
be home when they got home from school, because I could not af-
ford to pay rent, to pay utilities, to buy food, and to pay over $100
a week, per week, for three children, because they would come for
after school and he would be there the majority of the day, because
at that time the kindergarten was only for like two-and-a-half
hours, so for them that was a full day.

I could not afford that, so for the first year when he was in kin-
dergarten, I was on welfare, and that is when [ started volunteer-
ing in the school. When the job came up as a para-professional, it
worked out perfect for me because that allowed me to be in the
same school with him, and when he got out of school, T got off
work, so I could go home.

But in working with parents now in the school system, it is stili
a major issue because a lot of parents would love to come off wel-
fare but child care and the cost of living is so high that they can’t
afford it. They can’t afford to pay the %400 or $500 a month and
then pay rent, because when you come off welfare, a lot of times
you are dropped from Section 8 public housing. All that plays a
part into it. They are like, I can’t make it.

The one thing that I liked about Texas was that they had State
day cares and they were excellent, because the rate you would pay
would be according o what you made. It was a slicfi,ng scale, and
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the more children you had in, the less you had to pay. But you had
ood quality care, and that helped some, but Connecticut doesn’t
ave that. A lot of parents can’t afford it.

Senator Donn. We passed a bill here a few years ago, which I
was proud to have been the author of, a block grant for child care.
Senator Jeffords was a great help in that regard. But getting re-
sources for it is hard. It took 4 or 5 years to get the first national
child care funding supported. I made that case over and over again.

I just think your two stories need to be heard. Here you are, tal-
ented people with real skills and also a strong belief in the value
of parents being involved with their children.

I appreciate your comments and the creativity we must develop
within the private sector to accommodate these needs, because it
is really important that parents be with their children and that
they be productive citizens. They want that, and we must figure
out how you marry those interests. They need not be conflicting in-
terests. I think there has been an assumption that they are con-
flicting interests but I don’t think this is so. They are critically im-
portant, both of them, and we have to figure out ways to be cre-
ative and imaginative.

Not everybody can go to work at the school, obviously, but to find
a way in which the interests of work and family are not tugging
at each other but working with each other. I think that is a major,
major issue in this whole question of parental involvement and
dropout rates and everything else that is going to be important to
the business community.

Let me stop there and turn to my colleague from Vermont. I
know he has interest in this as well.

Senator JEFrFORDS. Mr. Claypool, I was very interested in your
testimony, and also, I noticed that when I was talking before you
were shaking your head up and down, some of the problems that
I was discussing and how we tried to take care of the nontradi-
tional family, and as you were relating to, the families that have
language difficulties and all those things.

What kind of resources were made available to you to try and
work on these problems and what kind were you lacking? What do
we need to do to help you provide those resources?

Mr. CLaYypPooL. I guess what we are lacking the most is that
Spanish language proficiency. I think it is a hiring issue a lot in
public education. You have to make that a priority, to hire people
who can speak the Spanish language. I think over the last 2 years,
close o 50 percent of the staff I have hired speaks Spanish, and
that makes a tremendous difference in parents being able to come
to the school and actually accomplishing their goals.

Senator JEFFORDS. How good is their English?

Mr. Crayrool. In all cases but one, they are bilingual 100 per-
cent. I hired one ESL teacher who was pretty weak in English. His
English is fine now.

In the City of Houston, that is & major issue right now. We had
an altern: ive certification program for teachers to get Hispanics
and Spanish speakers in and there is a scandal in process and part
of that scandal is that some of those people do not spcak English.
That has not been a problem with our school.
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As far as resources available, I think those community groups
are so crucial, especially when you are dealing with language is-
sues. We have two community organizations which I participate
with and work closely in the school and one is Gano and one is
Curesen, and they are both Hispanic organizations, both basically
Central American organizations. They can do so much of the field
work in preparing and educating the parents about the school and
changing that reputation from a school that doesn’t want Hispanic
parents in it to a school that actively recruits Hispanic parents into

it.

Wednesday. night, we had an open house for our ESL program,
English as a Second Language program, of which we have about
1,000 to 1,200 kids in English as a Second Language. We had over
350 parents there Wednesday night hearing Spanish. We didn’t
speak a word of English the whole night. That was possible be-
cause I had the staff members to speak Spanish to them that night
and we had the community people to speak Spanish to them that
night.

When it was over, one of the parents came to me and said, in
Spanish, this is so wonderful. Last year I came to the school and
couldn’t talk to anybody and this year I understand everything.
How many people she is going to tell that to in the community is
absolutely amazing.

At the same time, I was talking to a local police officer last week,
talking about how we were going to do that. He said, you are kid-
ding me. You are going to do that in Spanish? It was like I was
a turncoat. It was glike, this is not American to conduct school in
Spanish.

Senator Dobp. Can I interrupt you for just one question? This is
a big issue. I speak fluent Spanish, through my Peace Corps expe-
rience and I have a great interest in this issue. I asked the ques-
tion about how many of those Spanish-speaking teachers you had
were also completely fluent in English, because when I speak to pa-
rental groups in my State, and it may surprise some but 10 percent
of Connecticut’s population is Hispanic. When I talk to the parents
in Spanish at parent-teacher meetings, there is a strong desire that
their children learn and be completely proficient in English.

Mr. CLAYPOOL. Absolutely.

Senator Dopp. Because they understand that until things
change, and it is not going to change in our lifetime—and I am to-
tally opposed to these constitutional amendments and so forth that
people talk about—but the realities are, you have to be completely
proficient in English to function and be successful in the United
States,

I find some of the organizations, they have a hard time arguing
with me because I can speak Spanish, but there are groups that
somehow almost see this as being culturally offensive, and I am
wondering if you have run into that with some of the organizations
in Texas.

Mr. CrLaYPoot. No, not that I have encountered on the local level
in the community in which I work. The goal is just as you say, for
their kids to become totally conversant in American culture in all
aspects, including language.
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That is why we take so much pride in our test scores and the
achievement in English, and we can really brag to those parents
about that.

The other point I would like to make is it is not just Spanish lan-
guage, because we are the refugee center in Houston. We have
Bosnian, Sudanese is the latest wave, Rwandan refugees as well as
Vietnamese and a lot of other nationalities, so it is not just being
able to speak the language of the parents. It is also having gone
through those experiences yourself, the professional having gone
through the multicultural experiences so that you are able to com-
municate between cultures and among cultures.

I hired two Caribbean teachers, both males, one from Jamaica
and one from St. Maarten, one of the French-speaking islands any-
way. They both learned English as a second language. They did not
speak the native language to these kids but they are teaching ESL
and they know what it is to learn it as a second language. So you
have to go through those multicultural experiences. That is just as
important as the Spanish language.

Senator JEFFORDS. Is what you are doing, is that common in
Texas, or are you an example which is different from what nor-
mally goes on?

Mr. CrayrpooL. I would say we are somewhat unique in the out-
reach efforts, but I would say in terms of success, I could probably
indicate three or four high schools in Houston alone that have been
equally successfully high schools.

Senator JEFFORDS. What about outside of Houston?

Mr. CraypooL. I don't have the knowledge to say. When I talked
about staff development and getting educators educated, one way
that the Federal Government could really assist us, or the State
Government, is get us out of our local schools and see what is going
on in other places.

1 know El Paso itself has claimed a lot of success and, I think,
has been very successful with Hispanic students. El Paso would be
a good area to look into.

enator JEFFORDS. What kind of resources are available to you
to help the nontraditional kids, the ones that have no parents, the
ones that have single parents or without, any real parenting?

Mr. Crayrool. Essentially no resources except what we can cre-
ate on our own. Last year, we got a $20,000 grant from an organi-
zation called the National Coalition of Advocates for Students, and
they have a program called Buscando America. I believe they are
out of Boston. That gave us a chance to do a lot of multicultural
activities, both for our faculty and for cur students, working with
the National Conference of Christians and Jews, for example, on
reducing racist thinking.

With the faculty, it was dramatic, the impact on the faculty, to
get them into multicultural education. Most of them had never
even heard of the concept. Even with one or two half-day sessions,
the incidents of conflict Between kids and teachers in the classroom
went down drastically, I would say more than 30 percent imme-
diately, with the equivalent of 1 day’s training, because those
teachers never thought that they were saying things that were cul-
turally offensive to their kids in some cases, and vice versa, the
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kids would say things that might be offensive to the teacher but
really were not meant to be offensive.

There are those cultural markers, the buttons you push to either
turn kids on or turn kids off, and if we can just sensitize our fac-
ulties to those cultural buttons, we could make a big difference in
public schools.

Senator JEFFORDS. What resources would you like to have avail-
able if money was not a problem?

Mr. CLaypPooL. I think that the resources are going to have to
be defined at the local level because every community is so unique.
Robert E. Lee is totally a unique educational community that is not
duplicated anywhere in the United States. Therefore, you have to
develop programs to meet that local community.

Where the Federal Government or the State Government could
really fit in is as an oversight resource, an analyst——supporter, re-
source, objective observer, analyst, and advisor. We need those out-
side advisors, those outside resources, because educators, unfortu-
nately, have a very narrow focus—their own community—and we
need to constantly be forced to broaden our look.

That is particularly true of the classroom teacher. One of the rea-
sons I left classroom teaching after 19 years is that I never walked
out of that room. I was in that room all day long, every day. To
see the big picture is virtually impossible for an educator to see,
and we have to have activities to educate our professionals to see
the big picture, to understand the cultural factors that are impact-
ing our kids.

Does that help you?

Senator JEFFORDS. Winton, I noticed, when I was in our Wheeler
School, and I was amazed at the number—I don’t think it is just
Texas—of languages and the children who have spoken no English,
from Laotian to Vietnamese, a whole bunch of different languages.
They were all sitting there with earpieces on talking to their little
computers, and I was amazed. Have you observed that, and is this
kind of technology utilized in those areas as well?

Mr. GoopricH. 1 think it is beginning to be. I can’t say that it
is prevalent and everywhere that it should happen, but I think
looking at a needs assessment for educators and for communities
is one of the first recommendations. I would concur with what Mr.
Claypool has said, that it is different wherever you go. In
Chittenden County, Vermont’s more urban centers, to the North-
east Kingdom and to all of the other rural centers throughout the
United States, it is really different wherever you go.

The issue, the kind of value-added piece that I would like to
share with you is to develop community collaborations. One of our
mission s*atements, our priority areas, is to do that and to go in
and help explore what the needs of community, the needs of busi-
ness, the needs of school, and to bring that together in a point of
consensus wlere everyone can, rather than rattling swords and
getting inte the negative kind of responses, is to work together on
a common mission. That is the part that I derive a lot of enjoyment
in and [ think that we can really add a lot to this discussion.

Senator JEFroRDS. Thank you.
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Mr. Claypool, I have one final question. I just wonder, as we go
forward, about the length of the school day. What is the length of
your school day?

Mr. CLaypooL. It is from 8:00 to 3:00. The school is active,
though, until 10:30 or 11:00 at night. We have a community college
that begins at 4:30 in the afternoon and I think the last class enss
at 10:00 at night.

Sena;,or JEFFORDS. What happens to the kids? Do they all leave
at 3:007

Mr. CLAYPOOL. Yes, except for afier-school activities, the kids
leave. We have a high school component to the community college
and there is probably in the area of 300 to 500 kids who are high
schoel kids on campus at night. So essentially it’s a summer school
at night to add to their course work.

Senator JEFFORDS. What percentage of the kids are participating
in after-school activities?

Mr. CLAaYpPOoL. Ten percent. The issue there is transportation
the biggest issue, because so many of our kids—we have 27 school
buses that leave the school every day at 3:15 and they cannot par-
ticipate in after-school activities because of the restrictions on
transportation. The only way we are going to get a large number
of kids in the schoolhouse after schooi is to offer some form of
transportation after school at a later time.

Senator JEFFORDS. Why not have the buses leave at 4:00?

Mr. CLAYPOOL. It is a thought. It is a proposal. But the problem
we have in HIST now, and it is local money, is that our buses then
go to the middle schools after they drop off the high school kids,
so you are looking at a very inefficient use of funds in the sense
of providing transportation separately for each level of schooling.
Do you see what I am saying?

Senator JEFFORDS. Yes.

Mr. CrayrooL. I would like to point out one Federal program,
and I have some data on the schoolpthat you may want to Eeep just
for your reference. Our dropout rate is very typical of urban high
schools at 13 percent, which is nothing to be proud of, but amon
our economica?ly-disadvantaged kids, our dropout rate is two-and-
a-half percent.

I was so happy about that and thinking about what a good job
we were doing, and then 1 looked to see what was the classification
for economically disadvantaged and that is strictly kids who are on
the free lunch program. So I would say if there is any effective Fed-
eral prog'ram in place, it is the free lunch with a two-and-a-half
percent dropout rate. [Laughter.]

Senator DoDD. You can draw those conclusions.

Senator JEFFORDS. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a part
of the record Cedric’s life as chronicled in the Wall Street Journal.

[The newspaper articles may be found in the appendix.]

Senator JEFFORDS. I would just like to say, Barbara, I just was
so enthralled and intrigued in reading about Cedric and all the

roblems he had and the problems that we need to find solutions
or. It has just been very, very rewarding to listen to you discuss
how you were able to help Cedric in those early years. Without that
help, he wouldn’t have made it. You must just feel like the most
wonderful mother in the world.
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Senator Dopb. Thank you, Senator Jeffords.

Let me, just on that point, I forget which ‘paper I read it in re-
cently, but it was an analysis of a high school in Chicago. It talked
about a student there not unlike Cgedric, who had gone through
school and done very well academically, a star athlete, and had
done a lot of other things in the school. {Ie was somewhat of a hero
in the school, primarily because of his athletic ability and the kind
of individual he was.

What surprised me is—and he had all “A”s and had good SAT
scores—that he was on a scholarship and going to, I think, Loyola
in New Orleans, a fine school, I am sure. What struck me is the
fact that here was this incredibly talented young man in Chicai
and the University of Chicago, Northwestern University, and oth-
ers were not aware of this talent in terms of working with him and
recruiting him.

I am curious, and maybe I ought to focus on you in this one case,
Mr. Claypool, you mentioned you have a community college, which
triggered my memory of this story, being involved on your own
high school campus. I am not suggesting anything quite as involved
as that, but I am wondering in Houston whether or not some of
your higher educational institutions are involved, looking around,
spotting young children with talent earlier on, and being involved
with them.

If I were at the University of Chicago or Northwestern, I would
be embarrassed that this highly-talented young individual may be
leaving the Chicago area ans never coming back. He will get down
to New Orleans, meet people, establish roots, go through school,
and they are going to lose a community resource.

I am wondering if there is anything going on at the higher edu-
cational level that links with high schools to help spot, support,
identify, and provide additional educational opportunities.

Mr. CLAYPOOL. We have three universities that actually offer
courses during our daytime high school program, at the senior
level, all those courses are, and they are college credit courses—the
University of Texas, Houston Community College, and the Univer-
sity of Houston.

But overall, I would express a tremendous amount of frustration
in terms of getting kids into colleges who deserve to be in college.
I don’t think there is nearly enough recruitment of academics.

Senator Dopn. I am sure they really hound you for a football
nlayer or a baseball player.

Mr. CLAYPOOL. Our school i3 a little unusual because it has been
traditionally an upper middle class school that has changed signifi-
cantly in the last 5 years. For example, if you will go to the former
high “school, Jack Yates, which is 99 percent African American,
there are tremendous efforts to recruit those kids, but at Lee, that
hasn’t happened because the college recruiters haven’t put together
that we have minority kids as wel%.

So I think it is a little unique at our school that we just haven’t
had the universities knocking on our door.
Senator DobD. Jaychelle, I want to thank you again for({our tes-

timony. There was something that Mr. Claypool said and I agree
with, and that relates to parental involvement. Obviously, your
mother has played a very important role in your life and the life
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of your brother and sister, but maybe we ought to talk about family
involvement rather than just parental involvement.

You are 16 now. You have a younger brother and one younger
sister?

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. Yes.

Senator Dopp. What do you think? Is there a role for you to
play? You are in school, you are older than they are, but how can
siblings, brothers and sisters of younger children, play a role in the
education? Your mother can’t be everywhere al once. Are you in the
same school as your younger brother and sister?

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. My sister.

Senator DobpD. Your younger brother is in an elementary school?

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. A middle school.

Senator Dopp. Did you go to the same school he is at?

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. No.

Senator DoDD. Do you ever go by that school yourself to see how
he is doing?

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. No. It is by a highway.

Senator DoDD. Oh, is it too far away?

Ms. JAYCHELLE JACKSON. It is too far.

Senator Donp. That may be a problem, but I wonder what they
would think about that. What would you think about that, Mr.
Claypool, if an older brother or sister were to come back to the ele-
mentary school and inquire how their younger brother or si..er
were doing?

Mr. CraypooL. I think that is really important, again, in the
sense of the extended family. I think that concept is really impor-
tant.

One of the things we are doing right now is our kids mentor ele-
mentary kids. The high school kids go in the elementary school,
one of the elementary schools that feeds us. We have about 50 kids
go over there, mentoring. It is not brothers and sisters but it is
kids of a similar background. The point is to provide role models
for the young ones to move up to high school. It is really important.

Senator Dobpp. I have one last point I will make, and then I will
turn to Senator Jeffords. Reading the article about Cedric, obvi-
ously, we are pleased that he remzins committed to education, but
when 1 finished reading the first article, all I wanted to do was
meet this young man named Head and another guy named Phillip.

For those of you who haven’t read the article, Head and Phillip
are two students that are in school with Cedric and scored as well,
if not better, on aptitude tests. They have chosen entirely different
paths and see their future in entirely different ways. It just drives
you crazy. Here are two tremendously talented kids who will end
up either in jail, dead, or on drugs, or maybe all three in the not
too distant future.

Was anything being done with them? Was there any mentoring
program? Was there anyone tl;ying to reach those two students to
your knowledge, Ms. Jennings? Maybe you don’t and it is not fair
to ask you, but I was just struck by those fellow classmates. Here
are three kids in the same school, same class, and with natural
ability, and yet they are going to be lost.
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Ms. JENNINGS. Again, it comes back to the parents. From the ar-
ticle, people have been writing and trying to get in touch with his
father and he just doesn’t respond. I don’t know about Phillip. They
were trying to help Phillip, but his father just doesn’t respond. So
if his father doesn’t respond, he is not going to respond.

Senator DoDD. Senator Jeffords?

Senator JEFFORDS. Yes, I have just one last thing. I juts want to
talk to Winton a little bit. I was deeply involved in employment
training changes back in the late-1970s and early 1980s and I got
intrigued with Marian Pine’s work over in Baltimore on the utiliza-
tion of computers and it was the Plato system, I think, and the
friendships that the students got from their computer, which sort
of talked like yours did there and said, hey, that was dumb thing,
and this kind of thing.

It was amazing because what I learned from that experience was
that the computer is not threatening like a classroom or a teacher
because they are in control of the operation, so what they were
doing was taking school dropouts who would sort of fall in love
with their computer and then feel secure enough to move back into
the classroom.

That was almost 20 years ago and I haven’t seen real replication
of the utilization of that in other schools or areas. Am I just not
aware of what is going or? What goes on to try to devzlop a more
friendly, lovable computer or parenting computers? is there work
in that area?

Mr. GOODRICH. As far as I know, they don’t reproduce a lot, so
1 don’t think we have accomplished that.

The issue that I would like to focus on is I see, and I think it
is shared by a lot of other people, that technology is only a tool to
get at a bigger issue. What we do a lot of is build relationships first
and then get at systemic school reform strategy afler that. The
computer is a piece of strategy or a tool to acquire that bigger
piece.

We are really exploring a lot of avenues where we might connect
technology in different ways, but the absolutely critical piece is not
only for the haves but for the have-nots, and to deveiop a strategy
where everyone can have equal access to that and have money not
be a barrier. It is a big task.

Senator JEFFORDS. I think that is an area that I know both Sen-
stor Dodd and I are interested in. In the Goals 2000 or the Ele-
roentary and Secondary Education Act, we are starting to get more
emphasis on the utilization of modern technology, and yet the cost
of doing that is rather expensive.

Is a lot of that expense because there isn't i+ high enough de-
mand yet? Can we expect that the cost of that type of equipment
you are working with will come down with large purchases, or is
it pretty much set at the price that it is at now?

Mr. GoobricH. It changes daily. I know that last year, the pur-
chase of a CD-ROM reader that would connect to an average com-
puter was $450. It is less than $100 today and going down. The
price of the CD sales for our prototype when we develop it will be
about $80, so I don’t see that as a prohibitive piece both for paren-
tal purchase or for schools.
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The issue is how do we do that broad-based, and I think that
business ¢an nlay a big part in that. If there are components where
business can show support for schools, that the businesses might

urchase some of this equipment and it would not have to be borne
gy local school dollars or borne by Federal dollars, and I think that
is a critical piece, because at botz the federal and the local levels,
it isn’t there and I don’t see it being there in the near future.

Senator JEFFORDS. The figures that we got nationally were like
it would take $15 billion to equip every school as they ought to be
equipped now with the use of computer technology or modern tech-
nology, however you want to say it, high tech, and then it would
take somewhere around $7 or $8 billion a year to keep everybody
current, because of the changes.

I was trying to get a hope that that will come down so we can
try to do it. en we try to figure out resources that are going to
be needed to help all these kids, it gets to be pretty staggering.

Mr. Claypool?

Mr. CLAYPooL. Sunset High School in El Paso has established,
I think it is purely an alternative school for dropouts. They have
labs that you describe but they don’t use computers, they use TVs
and VCRs and then they have a complete software program, cur-
riculum really from the elementary level right up to high school
graduation. It apparently shows tremendous success with that at-
risk dropout population. Because of the nonthreatening nature of
the technology, kids can go in and really fill the gaps in their learn-
ing and skill levels without their peers making fun of them or the

teacher disapproving.
I believe a lab for 30 kids is in the cost range of $30,000 to
$50,000, but the savings is you don’t need a teacher in those labs.

You can just use the aides or something like that.

Senator JEFFORDS. Sure.

Mr. GOODRICH. Another response to that that 1 think is very im-
portant is to look at the relationships between communities, busi-
nesses, and schools. Business has state-of-the-art te:hnolo%gr. I
know one of the issues in tech centers right now is trying to keep
up with that technology. If we can put students into business set-
tings and community settings and use what is there so the schools
don’t have to purchase that, and again, there are a lot of issues on
liability and transportation, students are learning in an authentic
environment of what they will be doing after they get out of school,
and that is, again, a critical part of demand-driven education as op-
posed to what has been traditional from a supply side.

Senator JEFFORDS. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator Donn. Thank you, Senator Jeffords.

We want to thank our witnesses. You have all been tremendously
helpful in focusing some good ideas, suggestions, and personal ex-
periences on this issue. Obviously, it is not ending with this hear-
ing and this Congress. It will be an ongoing effort for years to
come. I hope, that when we talk about education, we will keep this
very much as part of the themes that we are discussing when it
comes to improving the quality of education for all Americans.

Before the committee hearing ends, I want to make not¢ of the
staff who have worked hard to pull this hearing together—our last
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hearing of this Congress. I want to thank Emily Wolf, Cory
Heyman, Courtney Quinn, and Dana Petaway, who all werk on my
staff and do a tremendous job. These hearings take a long time to
put together and coordinate.

1 would also take note that the staff director of the subcommittee
on children, Sarah Flanagan, who has been with me for the last 2
years, this will be her last hearing and she will be movinsghon to
the private sector shortly. I am going to miss her terribly. She has
done a tremendous job. She workedgfor Senator Pell on the Sub-
committee on Education for 6 years and has been with me for two.

There is an awful lot that we have done out of the Subcommittee
on Children, things that I am deeply, deeply proud of, as well as
the Subcommittee on Education that Senator Jeffords and I are
both mombers of. But the Subcommittee on Children and Families
has been a tremendous catalyst for a lot of new ideas and innova-
tions and has served as a real forum for focusing attention on some
of these problems.

My name gets mentioned in all of the articles, members of the
committee get mentioned when good things happen. We also get
our names mentioned when things don’t go well. But the people
who do much of the work, are people like Sarah Flanagan, who
have made a significant contribution to the improvement of our
educational system and the lives of families and children because
of her involvement over these last 8 years.

I am going to miss her. I look forward to working with her as
she goes to work with the independent colleges. If we pass this gift
ban, she won’t be able to take me to lunch, but nonetheless, she
will be around here and part of the process in a different role.

I know I express the views of all members of the committee in
thanking her for the tremendous job that she has done. I didn’t
want the committee hearing to end without maliing note of that.

Senator JEFFORDS. Mr. Cﬁairman, I certainly want to commend
my staff, too, who also worked equally hard on this, Pam Devitt,
Catherine Henry, and Rayne Pollack. I look forward, as we go into
the next year, whoever is sitting in that chair— [Laughter.]

Senator JEFFORDs. —that we continue with this kind of hearings
and to fully investigate what we need to do to reach those Goals
2000 that we are all pursuing.

Thank you.

{The appendix follows.]




APPENDIX

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SECRETARY RILRY

Mr. Chairman, Senator Jeffords, I appreciate the opportunity to
speak to you today on this vital subject. Let me also say, Mr.
Chairman, I am grateful for the leadership you and Senator Jeffords
and this subcommittee have provided. Together, you have championed
the cause of America’s children. There is no work more important
for any of us--in public policy or in private life.

I am pleased to be joined today by Sue Ferguson, Chair of the
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education (NCPIE).
One month ago, I announced the formation of a broad-based
partnership in which NCPIE, the Education Department, and other
organizations would work together to promote greater family
involvement in learning.

Mr. Chairman, I have been heartened by the response to the
initiative we launched. Today the Partnership for Family
Involvement in Learning is comprised not only of the Department of
Education and the 46 members of NCPIE, but of 30 other
organizations as well, representing parents, schools, religious
organizations, community-based groups, and business. This is an
issue on which we have found common ground--and on which a broad
consensus for educational improvement and community renewal can be
constructed.

Our partnership proceeds from a simple yet powerful premise: The
American family is the rock on which a solid education can and must
be built. I have witnessed that basic principle at work in every
part of our country. I have seen two-parent families, single
parents, step-parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles providing
streng family support for their children’s learning.

The importance of family involvement in learning is made clear in
a report I released last month, entitled "Strong Families, Strong
Schools." The report tells us, in no uncertain terms, that the
essential building block for learning is how the American family
uses its strength and power to support and encourage young people’s
efforts in the classroom. Our research shows that all families
can make a difference in their children’s learning.

Mr. Chairman, this Congress has built a splendid record in the area
of education. As the Waghington Pgst said yesterday, the education
initiatives passed by this Congrees represent "a major area of
accomplishment that has often been ignored." This record
encompaeses The Goals 2000: Educate America Act, which strengthens
local efforts to help schools meet high academic and occupational
standards. That Act includes incentives to make our schools safer
and to make cutting-edge research more teacher-friendly. The
legislative record also includes the School-to-Work Opportunities
Act; streamlining the college financial aid system; national
service legislation; and, this week, the reauthorization of the

Elementary and Secondary Education Act. These initiatives create
exciting opportunities for communities and states to seriously
address educational achievement and economic advancement. Through
constructive bipartisan efforts, we now have in place, as the
Committee for Economic Development said in its recent report,
Putting lLearning First, "a new platform from which to promote
academic excellence,® involving people in every state, avery
community, and every school in America.

But if we are to fulfill the promise of these efforts, if our

children are to reach high standards, greater family involvement in
education will be raquired--both at school and at home. Certainly
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Congress recognized this essential link when it made one of the
eight national education goals, enacted as part of the Goals 2000
Act, to ‘'promote partnerships that will increase parental
involvement."

And you recognized and strengthened this link as well when you
passed the ~eauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, which clearly raeinforces the role of parents in
their children’s education. pavents and educators in Title I
schools, which represent half the nation’s schools, will develop
pledges--known as compacts=-to work together and to support
learning in school and at homne. Title I resources will be used to
support the priorities of the schools’ compacts, with activities
such as parenting education. These resources will also be used for
training school staff to improve communications with families.
Other provisions, including those under the Safe and Drug-free
Schools and Communities program, will help schools, families, and
neighborhoods create and maintain healthy, safe, and drug-free
environments for learning.

Thirty years of research tells us that the starting point of
American education is parent expectations and parental involvement
with their children’s education. This consistent finding applies
to every family regardless of the parents’ station in life, their
income, or their educational background. As "Strong Families,
Strong Schools" indicates, three factors over which parents
exercise authority--daily attendance in school, reading material
and literature in the home, and the amount of television a young
person watches--are some of the strongest indicators we have that
home life makes a diffarence when it comes to learning. A child
who grows up reading for fun is a child who is on the road to
success when it comes to leavning. Children’s success in school
can be linked to reading to children and listening to them read.

But for America to read together, something has to give. The
teenager who is perpetually glued to the tube is well on the way to
having a very dull mind and a very dull--~and perhaps risky~--future.
Television can hesmerize, captivate, excite, and even teach. But
I am concerned when report after report tells us that reading
scoras Jdecline at all grade .evels when young people go into the

nred zone" of danger and watch more than six hours of television on
a weekday. FEven two hours of television a night puts children 1in
the "yellow zorie."

Mr. Chairman, the research findings point not only <c the
importance of family part:cipation .n learning, but also to
existing pubiic support for grcater family inveolvement. For
example:

+40 percent of parents be.lieve <hey arc not devoting enough time to
their children’s education;

.teachers believe strengthening parents’ roles in their children’s
learning nust be the top isste .h education golicy:

.almost three-quarters of students aged 10-13 would Like to talk to
thelr parents more about schooiwork; and

.almost 90 percent of company executives find the lack of parental
involvament the biggest obstacie to school reform.

The partnership we have formed is designed to establish a
supportive environment for family involvement.. We will identaty
and publicize outstanding examnples of family i1nvolvement around the
nation, just as the subcommittee is doing today. We will provide
useful information to parents, to schools, to businesses, and to
community dgroups. And we will set an example by encouraging

faederal employees to participate in their children’s learning.
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At the Department of Education, we are trying to practice what we
promote. We allow our employees to have flexible schedules so that
they can spend more time at home when their children are not in
school, or attend events at their children’s schools. For
employees who volunteer in local schools, the Department matches
leave time, up to four hours per pay period.

As I travel around the country, T meet many parents who are trying
hard to do the right thing by their children. They are being
responsible, juggling jobs, trying to squeeze more hours into the
day. They are worrying about their children’s safety and doing all
they can to keep their families together. The wmost important
single change we need for American education is to find new ways to
help parents slow down their lives.

The mismatch in how Amarican inatitutions--from e hools to
businesses~-carve out time in the day-~to-day life of the American
family is, to my mind, a serious impediment to how our young people
are growing up. We ask families to twist and turn--to go through
every possible contortion to fit into the structure and time needs
of schools or businesses or other institutions--instead of the
other way around. I believe very strongly that we really mnust
rethink what we are doing and how we use our time.

The best business leaders recognize that the early investment
families make on behalf of their children lea.us to the proaise of
a skilled and educated workforce in the future. This is why many
business leaders have been in the forefront of improving education
for many years now. Some of these businesses are already
developing new ways that America‘s "time" can be used to help
families and the learning process.

We must see the value in job-sharing, flextime, and release time
for families--to give attention to the children. Schools at the
plant site, day care in the office, parents working at home without
stigma or financial loss~-whatever it takes--we need to use all
our ingenuity to find new ways to connect families to their
children in these hectic times.

We are letting our children grow up, at times, almost alone--and
disconnaected. The education of American children-~their moral
development, their sense of citizenship, and academic growthe--is
done in fits and starts. This is not how families want to raise
their children.

As part of our effort to increase family involvemant in education,
I have suggested seven good practices that may be helpful to
parents and other family members. The Washindaton Pogt called it
the "Riley Basics," and they raally are basic homework for parents.

Pirst, take a time inventory to find the extra time so the family
can learn together. Commit to learning something with your
children.

Second, commit yourself to high standards and set high expectations
for your children~~challenge them in evaery possible way to reach
their full potential.

Third, limit television viewing on a school night to a maximum of
two hours, even if.that means that the remote control may have to
disappear on occasion.

Fourth, read together. It is the starting point of all learning.

Fifth, make sure your children take the tough courses at school and
schaedule daily time to chaeck honmework.
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Sixth, make sure your child goes to school every day and support
community efforts to keep children safe and off the street late at
night.

And seventh, set a good example and talk directly to your children,
especially your teenagers, about the dangers of drugs and alcohol
and the values you want your children to have. Listen to what your
children have to say. Such personal talks, however uncomfortable
they make you feel, may save their lives,

At the same time, we know that the responsibility for extending and
deepening family involvement extends well beyond families.
Schools, communities, and businesses can all be part of a network
ot support for families and students. I mentioned earlier some of
the steps businesses can take to Create a clirate conducive to
family involvement. Let mc now turn briefly to what schools can
do.

The disconnecticn between educators and parents requires our
attention. otien, parents and educators talk past one another,
Many parents feel that their right to be involved in school

policy--tc be rull participants in the learning process--is
ignored, frustrated, and sometimes even denied. Tuey do not feel
valued, and they sometirmes find education jargon to be a putdown.

Yet I know there are countless schools and educators who have
reached out to families and have been rewarded with higher test
scores, active PTA’s, volunteers, tutors, mentors, strcng
parent/community,;school partnerships and “"Security Dads" walking
the halls.

T hope educators cverywhere will make family members feel welcome,
listen with an open ear, and reach out to parents as partners.
Educators can creatively use new technology--from voice mail, to
homework hotlines, to educational CD-ROM prcgrams that are now on
the market--and even <the old telephone~-to get parents zore
involved in the learning process.

Finally, commun:ities Can promote greater family involvement in
learning. Communities can help to make schools safe and drug-free,
provide support services for parents, and encourage veolunteers to
serve as mentors.

The report I retferresd to, "Strong Families, Strong schoois, "
subtitled "Building Cormunity Partnerships for Learning." I am
conv nced that fam.lies, o©chools, businesses, cducators, and
communities all have an essential role to play if all our children
are to learn to high standards in safe, disciplined environments.
Working together, we can reinforce the .entral role of the family
in education--and bring out the best in every child.

Thank you.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CAROLYN JACKSON

My name is Carolyn Jackson and [ am a mother of three, ages 16,15 & 3. |
have been an involved parent from the time my oldest child started Headstart. |
consider this chance to speak to the Subcommittee on Children, Family, Drugs
and Alcoholisin a great honor and vpportunity. I am a strong advocate for Parent
Involvement.

First, [ would like to tcll y ou about the area in which I live and began my
strongest iniatiative as an involved parent, [ live in New Haven, Conn, in the
Newhallville Community which is the largest black community in the city. Newhallville
is also known for its drugs and violence. For exainpie, during the week of Sept. 26-30th
there was a drive-by shooting at our coinmunity high school where three students were
»hot as they were walking hone from schiool, Newhallville has two elementary schools
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{(Lincoln Bassett & Martin Luther King School), one middie school (Jackie Robinson),
and one high school (Hillhouse High). It is within these elementary school walls that
the children find security, it is within this middle school walls that the children find
puberty and peer pressure, it is within this high school walls that the children find more
peer pressure, goal setting and attitude adjustments. But in all these schools you wil
find parents!

My children began school at Lincoln Bassett Community School. When my son
was in Kindergarten, [ began volunteering i his class. The principal at that time was
Dr. Verdell Roberts, who had a habit of going arvund introducing herself to the parcnts
and spending time with them. This allowed her to know what skills the parents possessed.
Soon my next job was helping out in the office because she discovered I had clerical
skills. Then came an opening as a paraprofessional in the school. She asked me if [ was
interested in the job, I applied and was accepted. During this period I became President
of the P.1.Q. It was this time that issues were brought to my attention concerning the
needs of the studestts in the school. As an active parent in the school [ was selected to
assist with the budget, however, [ quickly became dismayed because the budget alloca-
tion did not allow us to provide services that we feft were needed. These services includ-
ed, Teacher Assistants, Crossing Guards, Cafeteria Monitors, etc. The climate of the
school nceded improvement. The principal and I inet to strategize on how the parents
could help improve the school climate. We prioritized what we thought were the main
issues. The the teachers and parents were polled. The first issue that we identifled was
to encourage greater parent participation.

The schoolis enroliment was 553 students, within a week every parent was called
and requested to serve on our various committees. First, the parents wanted a linkage
to the school, but was unsure about how to do it. Secondly, they were grateful to know
they were welcomed and needed. Third, they were surprised to realize that there were
different fevels of invulvement. [ put together some workshops and events that involved
both the parents and teachers, We also developed a Homeroom Parent Dept. that re-
quired parents to assist in the classroum. Because of this process the parents and
teachers began to build a positive relationship. In buildiag this relationship the building
climate began to change. The principal worked with the staff and students on curricu-
lum and the P.T.O. Executive Board worked on being a support linkage for them.

Based on the parents involvement in the schools' activities, many returned to school to
complete the requircment for their G.E.D., several others matriculated to cur communi-
ty college and State University. Others went into business for themselves, including
opening DayCare Centers, Hair Salons, etc. [ went on to become one of the Board of
Education's Chapter I Parent Ligison Workers and now I work for the Social Develop-
ment Department as a Substance Abuse Prevention Qutreach Worker. ! am also the
Chairperson for the Chapter [ Parent Execuiive Board for the city. | am also the new
P.T.Q. President for my daughters school.

Secondly, how has my involvement helped my children? First, it made for a safe
environment in and around the school for them to learn. The teachers and sta(T took
more time and effort with them. They were exposed to many different projects and
events which allowed for new experiences. It has provided them the opportunity to
travel and sce other part of the country. Mosl importantly they are reassured by the
fact that they can depend on me for any and all support that is required. They also
know that I will be in attendance at their activities. I am reminded of the saying in our
home that is "IF YOU ARE EVER IN A JAM.. . HEREI AM."

Schools more so than ever must take a look at the whole child, with the many
problems that face American children, drugs, violence, killings, and teenage parents,
we shall and must spend more time and effort in training parents. Despite the
successes that children realize in school it s all for naught if the parents are not proper-
ly trained to provide assistance to the children at home.

I wish (o publicly acknowledge the efforts and support Dr. James Comer for devel-
oping a plan that allows Parent Empowerinent regardiess of the Individual's residential
area, racial, economical or academic status.

Special thanks are also in order to Dr. Verdell Roberts for her understanding,
support and unrclenting devotion to the Parcnts and Children in the New Haven Public
schools.

Thanks and love to Jaycheile Nynae Jackson, Gloria Jean Jackson, Daily Gerard
Jackson, my children, for their love, patience, hay dwork, and being young people of
which I am truly proud.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JAMES CLAYPOOL

Robert E. Lee High School believes in the power of parental involvernent 1n
education and we also believe that involvement can lead to increased student
achievement. In two years time, our test scores on state mendated tests of English
language skills have gone from a 45% passing rate average to an average passing
rate of 75%. During the same period, the incidence of gang related conflict in and
around the school has decreased considerably without a noticeable increase in
expulsions and with a very significant decrease in student discipline offenses. We
still have a long way to go, but the ship is heading ia the right direction.

The first step to success in urban education is that the educators must educate
themselves, and rot only in the academic sense. We cannot expect our constituency
to do all the leamning. Iguammecthatmehighschoolinwhichwcworkisnotme
same as the high school which we attended. So, we must be willing to learn about
the communities and cultures from which our students come. That includes Jearning
languages and, most unportantly, learning the details of the communities which we
serve. If we understand our students, and if we understand what they bave been
taught at home, then we can make an impact on their lives. Ultimately, the path to
success in this area must include professional reform and rejuvenation. This area of
staff development could be reasonably supported with federal assistanceand
nurturing.

With the rapidly changing demographics in urban education today, and the
factors of poverty that dominate the lives of children, it is very important to be
flexible in defining what constitutes a family. The two parent nuclear family unit is
not the osly measure of family involvement in the urban setting . In fact, the inner
city school that anticipates and awaits parents coming in large numbers to school
activities is probably doomed to frustration, at least until other measures are taken to
encourage parental mvolvement. Given the at risk nature of our student population,
we must redefine the family to include virtually any comnunity organization or
student advocacy group that can contribute to the well-being of our students.

As educators, we must identify aggressively those individuals or groups in
our communities who are willing and able to assist our kids. It is not enough to
wdentify those entities. We must invite them into the sthool environment, make
thera feel wanted, and utilize therr strengths for the good of all our students.
Furthermore, it 1s our duty to support those individuals and organizations, and to be
active in their operations outside the school The school cannot stand alone in
ssolation. a citadel of high academic standards Instead, the school must present an
image of cartng, of commumty activism and of openness to families 1p all their
manifestations Erom that 1mage will result the laudzb!s goals of family imvolvement
and increasing academic achievement.

There are a multplicity of factors contributing to an improved learning
environment, but foremost among those factors at Les has been our philosophy to
study our vanous communities that contribute to the Lee student body, and to
identifv and to support and, in fact, to help to develop the leadership that exists m
those communities, This philosophy of community development has assisted
creating the belief among our conztituency that the school as an institution cares
about families. students and the commumty in which they live. From a school that
had a truly "mala fama" armong our Hispanic neighbors, for example, we are now
developing a reputation as an wstitution that 15 sensitive to the particular needs of
their children.
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1t is extremely crucial to re-define the boundaries of school activities and to

include community outreach in the total school program. The attitude of children
when they enter our doors will be impacted in a positive manner and attitudes
toward our leaming environment will be optimistic. The school must be aggressive
in soliciting family involvement and actually go to families and other mstitutions in
the community. The school must have a human face for all to know in the
neighborhoods it serves and a caring presence to override the institutional coldness
that most urban schools passively promote by their mere presence. The service
mentality that is 5o necessary iu the private sector must become a part of public
education and the school must serve the community as well as the student body. If
we go to the churches, to the elementary schools, to the festivals and represent the
high school as a caring and community centered institution then the community as a
whole, and the families themselves, will realize our desire to improve their lives.

Many will not know, or understand, how their lives can be improved through
academics and advanced education and training, but they will mirror the openness of
the institution and become malieable for our teachers. With a positive foundation
and attittude, all students can learn. Trust of the educators will result from active
commumity development and with those commumity based efforts, a population that
has been perceived previously as uninterested and distant will become participatory
and responsive. The actual details of how to achieve this transformation will vary as
broadly as all the communities i our land. But an attitude of active community
development, combined with a refinement and expansion of the definition of the

family unit, can lead to success for any urban high school.

A final message that I would like to pass on to our federal colleagues is that
plannng and development works In the high schools, the planning and
organization of educational programs must occur on the local level to meet the
needs of our diverse communities. The federal government has a very realistic role.
however, as supporter and resource for local programs, as well as the role of
objective observer, analyst and advisor. With properly trained and knowledgeable
personnel, educational reform efforts can succeed. How to sustain those efforts,
and how to replicate them on a large scale, are questions the federal govermment
may assist in answering. The family involvement initiative is a firm foundation for
future plamming and development along these lines.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF WINTON I. GOODRICK

Home-School Partnerships for Learning

Juint Initiative of the:

National Association of Partners in Education
National Education Association
Metropolitan Life Foundation

Missi
Provide training, technical assistance and support that will empower parents from all cultural

and socio-cconomic buckgrounds to become significant partners
in the education of their children.




The National Association of Partners in Education (NAPE) has entered a partncrship with the
~ational Education Association (NEA) to provide a nationa} "train the traiiiers” approach that will
create rapid dissemination of information and technical assistance for parents and educators on
how to deveiop effective home-schoo! partnerships  With funding from the Mciropolitan Life
Foundatior, and research conducted by the NEA, severn interactive worksnops have been created
to prepare educators, parents and community members to work together and promote educational
success for all children

¢ Establish 2 national cadre of parent involvement trainers to rapidly disseminate information.
create vo'unteer partnership nciworks and share communiy resources effectively

2 Gather data to further verify the authenucity and assess the tmpact of parent involvement
training in communities

Overcoming Parent Anxieties, fears and Conceins

Devcloping Leadership for Parent Involvement

Parent and Community Access in Schools

Communication Skills for Parcats and Teachers

Strategies 1o Achieve Student Success

School-Based Decision Making

Working with Urban and Rurai Families from Diverse Cultures

.. Reccive rescarch-based training designed and dehvered by national parinership experts
L Acquire field tested parental involvement training materials
L] Build regional pa-tnership infrastructure

V ermont Workplace E ducation Program

(“VWEP")

affihated wits

Vermont Chamber of Commerce
Business-Education Partnership

VWEP will work with businesses on a fee-for-service basts to comprehensively assess workplace
skill development needs  We will consult with management, emplayees, and traiming providers to
reduce the gap between emplovees’ currenr skills and emei ging skil requirements  1his
assessment process generates a long-term workforce education plan mformed and solidly

endor sed by employees and management  This service will be offered at  reduced rate fo
Yermont Chamber members,

The Vermont Workplace Edvcation Program will cnable your business to

(] Change the organization's culture so that the workplace is regarded as an eivironment
where¢ fearning occurs continuously

Actacve better success in your efforts to transform your workplace through
- team building
- new technology
- 150 9000
- Statisiical Frocess Control
- Continuous Quality TQM
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Yermont Initiative for
Mentoring

presented to:

Senate Education Committee

managed by:

Vermont Chamber of Commerce Business-Education
Partnership

Mission:
Improve the quality of life-long learning and increase the level of economic apportunity for

Vermonters by creating mentor partnerships that Icad to systemic reform of the relutionships
between schools, businesses and communities.

Establish a long-term mentor relationship with a caring, stable adult for every school child
n Vermont who wants/needs one

Facilitate the establishment of collaborative learning opportunitics between educators,
business people and community niembers that build mentor program infrastructure

Institutionalize the development of comprehensive, K-16, “school-to-life" mentor
partnerships created to promote Goals 2000 and the Vermon: Green Mountain Challenge

Crcate mentor initiatives in every Vermont school district
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Workskills Intelligence and Training

CD ROM Technology

presented t0:

Senate Education Committee
by:

Vermont Chamber of Commerce Business-Education
Partnership

Develop and continuously improve the technology-baeed workskills learning model with
feedback from students, parents, educators and business people

Provide parents with developmentally appropnate CDs they ran use at home tc: better
prepare children of all ages for the rigors of life and work in the 21st century

Utilize CD ROM technology and current research to create highly motivating, interactive
learning progrants that educators and business mentors can effectively use with students

Show students real world jobs that have a direct link to the skills and knowledge outlined
in the Vermont Common Core Curriculum and US Dcpt of Labor SCANS Report

Attract funding to support continued research and developn ent of the CD ROM

Generate revenucs from the salc of Workskills CDs nceessary to fund continued
partnership operations at the Vermont Chamber of Commerce

Provide students with technology-based career portfolio development tools
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VERMONT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUSINESS-EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP

Mission: Improve the quality of life-long learning and Increasc the level of economic opportunity for Vermonters
by creating partnerships thar lead to sysiemic reform of the relaionship berween schools busincsses and
communities

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
. Creatod 2 501(¢)3 oon-profit corpasation 10 sccuss and batier uulze commuiity rexowrees
Roceived Vermout Dupartment of FAucatoo Pastactship Recoguimon Award
Facilitated ereation/updaic of rovouree diructorics in Brattlsboro, Lamoilic. St Jobashury. sod Rurland regions
Hosied the National Associsnon of Pastucts ' Fdncatton Regron 1 Couterence

Published and distibuted 5,000 somi-anunal gewdeticrs &t . businces snd

Autliored sad recenved 8 $5.000 graut crestuig the groundwork to build a ¢ leaming oetwork
Facilitatod the donanion of 68 recyclud compuicrs from bustnesses 1o K-12 schools

Published Leading and Learming magaawe article for statewrde diabution snd aulbored a chapler for the oanonally
dwinibuted book The Y stnugtunp, Candg

Facilitated reccipt of ¢ $56,000 NYNEX lutergencrational Tochnology Mentoring grant thaough the Nat'l Assu
of Partners tn Educetion to provide tranmg sud fechnical asststance n five Vermoat regions

Created CD ROM workahills teclutology prototype

Provided testimony through Sen Junes Jeffords’ Office for the Resuthionvzanon of the Flemantuy and Secondary
Cducation Act

Presenied state, .vgronal aud oatioozl partnvtsbip workshops
Statc Affiliate for the National Associstion of Partners in Fdicat:on

Pevade on-gong workplace skills and hteracy assessment sonives 10 businessce aud schoals
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Senator Dopp. Very good. The committee will stand adjourned.
[Whereupon, at 11:48 a.m., the committee was adjourned.]
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