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ABSTRACT
Kids Count is a national and state-by-state effort to

track the status of children in the United States. By providing
policy-makers and citizens with benchmarks of child well-being, the
project attempts to enrich discussions about ways to secure better
futures for all children. This year's data book, the sixth annual
edition, places a special focus on a problem that is at the heart of
social policy debates: the increasing numbers of children growing up
without fathers actively involved in their lives. Since 1950, the
percentage of children living in mother-only families has climbed
from 6 percent to 24 percent in 1994. In addition to this focus, the
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