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ABSTRACT

A survey was conducted of parents in the Wake County
Public School System (WCPSS) in North Carolina. All WCPSS parents
were asked their opinions on educational quality, magnet schools
options, school safety, parental involvement, school environment, and
school climate. Major findings indicate that generally parents
expressed positive views regarding system climate with the majority
of parents agreeing that the system provided high quality education
and offered opportunities tor success to all students. As for
parental involvement, the majority of parents reported being involved
in their child's education, with the greatest parental involvement at
the elementary lz:vel. Most elementary parents viewed race relations
and concerns related to cultural diversity as priorities. The
majority of parents whose children used school transportaticn were
satisfied. Parents' percention of their child's safety increased for
all school levels in 1994, A comparison of 1994 results with those of
the preceding 2 years revealed that parents' perception of the school
system have remained stakle. (Three attachments provide the actual
survey form, the ful! responses to the 1994 parent survey, and
results of the comparison with preceding years.) (AP)
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FALL 1994 PARENT SURVEY RESULTS
Contact Persons: Helmuts Feifs (850-1792),Nancy Baenen (850-1903),and Bethany Prohm (850-1883)

Wake County Public School System
(WCPSS) parents had decidedly positive
views on most issue statements (82%)
concerning educational quality, magnet
options, -~ hool safety, parental
involvement, and school environment and
climate.

This document highlights key findings
and discusses those issue areas for which
parents showed cencern. Most of the
survey items impacted climate. The
actual survey items are shown in
Attachment 1. Topics that follow will
tap important facets of this issue for
1994-95 (for full responses see
Attachment 2) and compare results to
previous years (for full responses see
Attachment 3).

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

Naney

TOPICS FROM 1994-95 B \

Sy l Cl. ] iate TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOIJRCES

INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).”

Overall, WCPSS parents were pleased
with the factors which affected system
climate.

o The majority of WCPSS parents reported the system provided high quality
education (from 52% high school to 63% elementary) and offered opportunities for
success to all students (from 54 % high school to 62% elementary).

o Over half of elementary and middle school parents believed the syster. prorioted
understanding among students (61 % and 53% respectively). Parents’ perception of
the system was less positive at the high school level (45 %).
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Most WCPSS parents either agreed the school systein was improving over time
(from 42% high school to 49% elementary) or were unsure whether the system
was improving (from 36% high school to 41% elementary). Few parents |
actually thought the system was not improving (from 22% high school to 11%
elementary).

WCPSSparents cither agreed they received prompt and courteous attention when
they called the central office (from 36% high school to 43% elementary) or were
unsure (from 42 % middle school to 46% elementary)--implying they had no
contact.

With regard to magnet schiools, the majority of parents for all school levels (i.e.,
elementary, middle and high school) understood their options and believed magnet
funding to be important. In addition, over half of WCPSS parents reported that
using magnet programs to halance schools by race was preferable to increased
busing.

WCPSS parents’ number one magnet program choice for future expansion was a
program emphasizing principles shared by business and law (from 59% high
school to 71% elementary) followed by programs preparing students for careers in
agriculture, environmental industries, and the medical profession.

School Climate

WCPSS parents generally had positive views regarding school climate. However, these
views were less positive at the kigher school levels.

Over three fourths of all WCPSS parents reported their child’s school grounds and
school building were clean.

Nearly all elementary parents reported the school staff was easy to contact (89%)
and that prompt attention was given to their calls (87%). The majority of middle
and high schocl parents reported similar views, but the positive trend was not as

pronounced.

The majority of WCPSS parents reported the climate at their child’s school
promoted learning (from 56% high school to 88% elementary}, had a high quality
education program (from 68 % high school to 83% elementary) and academically
challenged their child (from 59% high schoel to 69% elementary). In addition,
over two thirds of all parents (from 65% high school to 77% elementary) thought
their child received the right amount of homewoik.

Middle school and elementary parents thought computers to be the most widely
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used technology in their child’s instructional program, whereas high school parents
reported calculators were more widely used. Almost all WCPSS parents reported
that classroom instruction based on computers and related technology prepares their
child for the future (from 91% high school to 97% elementary).

o Over half of WCPSS parents reported they could count on the school for support
regarding concerns about their child (from 50% high school to 79% elementary).

° Over two thirds of elementary parents (69%) reported students at their child’s
" school were well behaved. This percentage decreased for middle school (46%)
and was even lower for high school (35%).

Parental Involvement

The majority of WCPS5 parents reported being involved in their child’s education. The
greatest parental involvement was at the elementary level with less involvement at middle
school and even less at the high school level.

. The majority of WCPSS parents were involved in their child’s education both at
home and school-84% elementary, 76% middle, and 53% of high school parents.
A small percentage of parents reported involvement at home only or at school only
‘(see Figure 1).

Figure 1
Parental Involvement Fall 1994
I get involved in my child’s education:
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. Two thirds (63 %) of elementary school parents were in the school’s PTA and
nearly three fourths (72%) had been contacted by the school/PTA to participate.
The percentage of parents in PTA was somewhat less for secondary schools.

° Most WCPSS parents reported they were informed of their child’s progress (from
69% high school to 90% elementary) and that they had seen progress in their
child’s learning in the past 12 months (from 70% high school to 88% elementary).

* WCPSS parents reported they were comfortable visiting their child’s school (from
77% high school to 94% elementary) and that they had sufficient opportunities to
be involved at their child’s school (from 60% high school to 91% elementary
school).

. Over one third of elementary parents (34%) and a small percentage of middle
school (14%) and high school parents (14%) responded they volunteered in their
child’s school at least monthly. The number one reason parents gave for not
volunteering was a lack of time.

Race Relations

Most elementary parents described race relations in WCPSS as good to excellent. This

percentage decreased for secondary schools. Only a very small percentage of parents at
any school level thought race relations were poor.

° Most elementary parents (71%) saw race relations in their child’s school as good,
very good, or excellent. Parents’ description of race relations was less positive at
the secondary school level, with 52% of middle and 38% of high school parents
rating race relations as good to excellent. The opposite trend was true for poor
ratings (see Figure 2).

° Among WCPSS parents, aimost equal percentages thought race relations were
either improving over time or were unsure of the status on this issue. The
percentage of WCPSS parents whio reported race relations were improving for the
district decreased 2-5% from the 1993-1994 school year. If those parents who
responded "unsure” were excluded, a majority of elementary (78%) and middle
school parents (64 %) and about half of high school parents (49%) saw race
relations as improving.

The district continues to see race relations and diversity as priorities. Staff training on

these issues continues and a diversity plan for the next three years was recently approved
by the Board of Education.
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Figure 2
Race Relations Fall 1994
Race relations at my child’s school are:
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Transportation
The majority of WCPSS parents whose: children used school transportation were satisfied.

o The majority of elementary and middle school parents (53% and 55% respectively)
reported the schools’ transportation was good to excellent. Most high school
parents responded their child’s school transportation was good to excellent (33 %)
or that their child did not use school transportz.don (46%). Only a very small
percentage—4% of elementary, 10% of middle, and 7% of high school parents--
reported their child’s school transportation was poor.

o The majority of all WCPSS parents (ranged from 57% elementary to 82% high
school) responded they had no communication with their child’s bus driver.
Elementary parents saw communications with their child’s bus driver as sufficient
more often than secondary parents.
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Safety

Figure 3
Parents’ perception of their child’s Strongly Agree & Agree Responses to the Item:
safety increased for all school levels this My child’s school is a safe place to learn.

year.

¢  The majority of parents for all
levels perceived their vaild’s
school as a safe place to learn—
92% elementary, 73 % middle,
and 59% of high school parents.

. The percentage of parents who

believed their child’s school was

safe increased at all three levels ] _

this year with the greatest 1

improvement (11 %) at the high B Doty B Mdde Shael [ Heh Sebual
school level (see Figure 3).

. Parents’ top three choices for

effective measures that would

decrease violence in public schools were almost identical for all school levels.

Parents most often recommended: _

1) Stronger penalties for children who possess weapons or who are
involved in violent acts,

2) Training school staffs to deal with school violence, and

3) Training students about conflict resolution (elementary and middle school
parents’ third choice) and having police officers on high school campuses
(high school parents’ third choice).

WCPSS has been collaborating with local law enforcement agencies and has received
grants to increase efforts focused on safety. Efforts have been made to place police
officers on high school campuses, enforce stronger penalties for weapons possession, train
students about conflict resolution, and implement safe schools and intervention/prevention
efforts. These factors may have Lad an impact on parents’ perception of school safety.

In addition, the number of violent incidents has been decreasing in WCPSS and is low
relative to other large school systems.
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COMPARISON OF 1994-1995 RESULTS TO PAST YEARS

Comparison of common items from this year to the past two school years revealed thas
parents’ perception of the school system has remained stable. However, responses to
some items (other than th» race relations and safety changes already discussed) did
Sluctuate 3% or more and should be noted (see Attachment 3 for more details).

The percentage of middle school parents who thought their child was academically
challenged increased from the 1993-1994 school year (3% increase). Also
increasing was the percentage of high school parents who reported the school
system provided opportunities for all students.

This year, fewer middle (9% decline) and high school parents (13% decline) agreed
that their child’s school provided sufficient opportunities for parental involvement.

The percentage of elementary and middie school parents who agreed the school
system was improving decreased slightly (5% for elementary and 4% for middie
school) from last year.

Since the 1993-1994 school year, the percentage of middle and high school parents
who agreed that their child’s school grounds were cican and attractive has shghﬂy
decreased (4% and 5%, respectively).

Similarly, there was also a 3% decrease in high school parents who preferred
magnet school programs to increased busing for racially balanced schools and a
5% decrease in high school parents wh2 understood the magnet options.
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NEED MORE INFORMATION?

Each school’s media center has a complete set of responses for the appropriate
school level and the individual school in the E&R Report Notebook for 1994-95.
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Fill in your choice in pencll,

' Kingswood

ATTACHMENT 1

My child's school is: ‘ © ) Qids () Vandora Springs
L) Adams © Conn t 1 Knightdale * * Penny Road () Wake Forest
17 Apex * Creech Rd. .Y Lacy Pleasant Union ) Washington
1.} Avershoro * " Douglas Y Leadmine Road ™™  Poe .Y Wendeli
..} Baucom " Durant Rd. © 1 Leesville * Powell .} West Lake
..} Brassfield Farminglon Woods ¢ ' Lincoln Heights Rand Road "' Wilburn
' Brentwood Fox Road * ' Lockhart Rolesville 'Y Wiley
, * . Briareliff Fuller "' Lynn Road " Root © * Willow Springs
. """ Brooks * -+ Fuquay-Varlna + ' Miltbrook " Sith ¢ York
.4 g ' Buag Gresn " ' Morrisville " Stouah © * Zebulon
o +  Carver Hunter * v MNotth Ridge Swilt Creek
4 Cat Jefiteys Grove * ' Northweods Underwood * Y ALREADY FILLED QUT
ELEMENTARY . . Corxbs : .Jovne\; : ' QOak Grove Vance
1. How many total years have you had children in this Strongly Disagree
school? Disagree
) 1orless 3 b Unsure
o2 © 4 6 or more Agree
Strongly Aaree
2. How many children do you currently have in Wake County
Public Schools? 11. My child's school is a safe place to
(@ 4 7 1T 1 ¢ | TR OOH000
2 )5 * ' 8 or more
3 (D6 12. My child's school grounds are clean
andattractive. ...........ooeiiin QOO O00O
3, My child is being served by the following programs this
year (mark all that apply): : 13. My child s school building is clean ard
) Academically Gifted (AG) attractive. .........coviiiiiiiiiiiieen OOOOQO
O Special Education (except AG)
) Reading Recovery/Early Reading (grade 1) 14. My child’'s school provides a high
) Chapter 1 (grades 2-3) quality educational program. ........... QOO0
<2 None of the above
0 Do not know 15.The stafi at my chlid’'s school has high
expectations formy child. .............. QOOOOo
4. Do you serve In your child's school as a volunteer on a ,
regular basis (at least monthly)? 16. My child is academically challenged in
C)Yes (gotoitem6) . No aliclasses. .......cieiiinereincccannenn OO0
5, If you are not a volunteer for education which answer(s) 17. 1t is easy to contact the staff at my
best describes why (mari all that apply)? child'sschool..........cccceviiiveenes OO0

.. Time constraints

) Transportalion consirainis

¢2) Lack of volunteer training

O Do not know who to contact

) Do not feel comfortable at the school
") Nature of tasks

¢ No interest

) Gther

6. What is this child's grade level?

oG

GO00!
(S A

~

b

7. Mark all that apply; this child's ethnic group is:
<1 Asian/Pacific Islander
¢y African American/Black
¢.> Alaskan/Native Aimerican
¢ Hispanic
.> White
) Other

8. Are you a member of the PTA for this school?
) Yes ¢ *No * *Unsure

9. Have you been contacted by the school or the PTA to
participate in some role in your child’'s school?
(0 Yes i *No * *Unsure

10. I receive enough communication from the school to keep
me informed of its activities.

O Yes ) No ¢ * Unsure

10
-9

18.

19.

20,

21,

22.

23,

24,

25,

26.

27.

When | have a concern about my c¢hiid,

1 can count on the scheol for support....

1 feel comfortable visiting my child's
school.

My child's school provides sufficlent

opportunities for parental involvement.. .

1 am informed about my child's
progress on a regular basis (in

addition to reportcards). ..............

if | call the school, | receive prompt

and courteous attention. ..............

The climate at my child's school
promotes learning.

Students at my child's school are well

behavedoverall. ...............co0uunn

I have seen progress in my child's

learning in the past 12 months. ........

1 get involved in my child’s education:

..................

DWLOOOOo

LOOO00

OO0

LOGOoO00o

L.O0000

LO0000

LOO00COo

LAOYOO00O

< * at school (for example, parent/teacher conferences,

school events)

* v at home (for example. emphasizing homework. reading
with my child. sending refreshments, materials,

donations to school)
) Both of the above
(s Neither of the above

Race reiations at my child's school are:
.+ Excellent ¢ ) Fair
¢.) Very good ! Poor

) Good

(2 Don't know

-




E

Q

28. 1 would enroil my chiid in a year-round school.
O Yes t - No

29. The amount of homework niy child receives Is:
O Too much <. Toalittle
O Just right « v None

30. If your child has an Individualized Education Program
(}EP) for Special Education, were you liwvolved in its
development?
 Yes

1 No « » Does nol apply

31.Transportation services for my child are:
O Excellent  (_+ Good Poor
O Very good () Fair « » My child does not ride the bus

32.1 have had adequate communications with my chiid's bus
driver this year.
Q Yes

) No + » No communication

33. My child's school uses the following technolegy in its
instructional program {mark all that apply):
O Computers ¢ 1 Calculators
O CD Roms .1 Modems

34. Using classroom instruction based on comptuters and
related technology prepares my child for the future.
O Yes ¢ » No

35.To help us better plan facilities use, please provide the last
three digits of your zip code:

2 [ ODO@®OQCE O (E) S

7 I ®OOQDG & @by

IO O TOICICINSATENAN

OO O EBG B¢

OO HGHH MG D

Only complete the next questions once per family.

Strongly Disagree

Disagree
Unsure
Agree
Strongly Agree

36. The Wake County Public School System is

Improving overtime. .............ov0uunn OO00O0
37.The overall educational program in this

school system is of high quality. .......... QOO0
38.This school sysiem offers opportunities

for success to all students. ............... QOOLO
39.This school system is taking the necessary

steps to promote understanding among

students, ..., LOOOMO

40. if | calf the school system's central office, |
receive prompt and courleous attention. ... OO OO O

41. Race relations in this district are
Improving evertime. .................... OGO

42.1 understand the magnet program options
avallabletome. .......... ..ol OO0

43. Use of magnet programs to balance
schools by race |s preferable to an
increase in forced busing. ................ (S lelelele)

MCL. Magnet schools offer additional progrems,

Itis important to fund these programs. .... QO QMO OO

11

45,

46.

How effective do you think each of the following measures
would be in reducing violence in the pubiic schools?

Not At All Effective
Not Very Effective
Don't Know
Somewhat Effective
Very Effective

Incorporating character education into the

o

existing curriculumy .. ... . OO000
Training schoot staffs in how to deal with

studentviolence....................... elalelel®]
Trairing students about confiict resolution .. O OO OO
Placing police officers on high school

CAMPUSES . oo v v veeeertrnneneennss OOO00O0
Establishing more alternative schools ..... elelelele]
Enforcirg stronger penallies for weapons

possessions or olher violentacls ........ OOOo00
Using community-based programs ........ QoOCo0
Making parenting courses available ....... elelelele)
| would be Interested in enrolling my Unsure
child in the following magnet choices: No

Yes

a. A scholar/athlete high school which
emphasizes both physical and academic
preparation for Olympic sports (for the student
who is as serious about achievement in sports
asintheclassroom). ............coeiininnn QOO0
0. A high school program which offers courses
related to medical professions. ..... Ceiinas el

c. A program which emphasizes immersion in a
second language for at least 50% ofthe day. .. O QO
d. A career center which utilizes technology and
prepares students for various careers (such
as drafting, video production, graphic arts,
business, culinary arts, conslruction). ... ....

e. Ayear-round highschool....................

f. A program which emphasizes the principles
shared by business and law. Students will be
repared for continued training as teachers,
awyers, paralegals, accountants, bankers,
financial advisors, insurance agents, and
ENtrepreneurs. ... ...vvviiii i oo

g. An accelerated program which prepares
students for careers in agriculture and
environmental industries. Studies in genelics,
zoology, biotechnology. horticulture, and
natural resource management enrick basic
curricutum offerings. ......... .. .. ..ol oOoo

h. A program connected to the Children's
Museum About The World that uses interactive
learning and focuses on international issues. .. OO O

i. A model middie school program on the
campus of NC State which would be a
collaborative effort between the public school
system and a research university. ..,......... OO0
j. A program to promote academic and artistic
excellence through an infusion of the arts in .
the total school program. ................... QOO

k. A Montessori curriculum which emphasizes
individual instruction, manipulatives, discovery,
and self-pacedlearning. .................... co

RO509-PFI-54321
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My child's school is:

2. How many children do you currently have in Wake County

Public Schools?

O (N4 o7
2 (15 < 1 8 or more
3 (16

3. My child is being served by the following programs this
year (mark all that apply):
> Academically Gifted (AG)
O Special Education (except AG)
O Neither of the above
O Do not know

4. Do you serve in your child's schoo! as a volunteer on a
regular basis (at least monthly)?
O Yes (gotoitem6) .2 No

5. If you are not a volunteer for education which answer(s)
best describes why (mark all that apply)?
O Time constraints
O Transportation constraints
> Lack of volunteer training
" Do not know who to contact
* Do not feel comfortable al the schent
(> Nature of tasks
> No interest
) Othet

6. What is this child’'s grade levei?
6
{7
N8

7. Mark all that apply; this child's ethnic group Is:
C_» Asian/Pacific Islander
« ) African American/Black
2 Alaskan/Native American
) Hispanic
) White
) Other

8./ = you a member of the PTA for this schooi?
¢ Yes « > No  Unsure

9. Have you been contacted by the school or the PTA to
participate in some roie in your child’s school?
O Yes ) No ¢ v Unsure

10. I receive enough communication from the school to keep

12 14

m nformed of its activities.

C s . YNo ¢ Y Unsure

(.) Excellent
O Very good
() Good

© o Apex ¢ - Ligon
¢« Carnnge ¢ Y Longview
« . Carroll + *Martin
' Daniels * VML Vernorf Redlrection
+ » Durant Road 7_) North Garner
+ +East Cary (. Wake Forest
 East Garner ‘'_ ' West Cary
+ " East Millbrook ¢ Y West Lake
1 © EaslWake 7 West Millbrook
ASAREY - Fuquay-Varina « ' Zebulon ¢ YALREADY FILLED OUT
MIDDLE Leasville
1. How many total years have you had children in this Strongly Disag'ee
school? Disagree
) 1orless ¢ 3 5 Unsure
Q2 14 « ' 6 or mor~ , Agree

11. My child's school is a safe place to
1= T 2 TR N OO000

12. My child’'s schocl grounds are clean

andattractive. .........civiiiiiiinnnnn QUOULO
13. My child's school building is clean and

altractive. .....o.viiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine. OOO000
14. My child's school provides a high

quality educational program. ........... @lelelele]
15.The staff at my child’'s school has high

expectations formy child. .............. OO0 O0O

16. My child is academically challenged in
oallelasses. ...t iiiiiiiii i GG lele)

17. i s easy to contact the staff at my

chlld'sschool. .......covviviieiiennnnn COOOO0o
18.When | have a concern about my child,
I can count on the school for support.... O QO OO
19. | feel comfortable visiting my chlid's
B T+ 1T T OOMOoO00
20. My child’s school provides sulficient
opportunities for parental Involvement... O« YO OO
21.1 am informed about my child's
progress on a regular basis (in
addition torepoti cards). ............... DO00O0
22. 1 | call the schoal, | recelve prompt
and courteous attentlon. ............... OO000
23.The climate at my chiid's school
promotes learning. ............c.00vien oOO000
24, Students at my child's school are well
behavedoverall. . ..........cocoiveee . . . ODTIOOO
25.) 1 1ve seen progress in my child's
learning in the past 12 months. ......... OO0

26. | get invoived in my child's education:

(. at school (for example, parent/teacher conferences,
school events)

) athome (for example. 2mphasizing homework, reading
with my child, sending refreshments, materials,
donations to school)

« Both of the above

¢+ Neither of the above

27. Race relations at my child's school are:

Strongly Agree

<) Fair
) Poor
™ Don't know

[




28. | would enrolt my child in a yeai-round school.
{0 Yes Mo

29.The amount of homework my child receives is:
(2 Too much Too little
Z Just right None

30. If your child has an individualized Education Program
({IEP) for Special Education, were you involved in its
developinent?
v Yes

* Mo Does not apply

31.Transportation services for my child are:
(O Excellent - * Good Poor
(O Very good ’  Fair My child does not ride the bus

32. 1 have had adequate communications with my chiid's
bus driver this year.

C Yes ‘. *No No communication

33. My child's school uses the following technology in its
instructional program {mark all that apply):
(O Computers - Calcuiators
2> CD Homs Modetns

34. Using classroom instruction based on computers and
related technology prepares my child for the future.
O Yes * *No

35.To help us better plan facilities use, please provide the last
three digits of your zip code:

2 oy @ ara-(s 6 77 ‘8 9
7 0)’ir 2.43 45 ¢ @ 8- 9
SIS P RS PR VIR RNE - SRR AXE RN 1
‘0)11V62)Y°37 14075 6 17478 "9
(O) (1) (2 (3 4 i5-"6."7 "B @

Only complete the next questions once per family.

Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Unsure
Agree
Strongly Agree

36.The Wake County Public School System is

improving overtime. ................0.... OO
37.The overall educational program in this
school system is of high quality. .......... O 0D
38.This school system offers opportunities
for success 1o all students. ............... Y
39. This school system is taking the necessary
steps to promote understanding among
students. ........coiiiiiiiiii (D e
40. If | cail the school system’s central office, |
receive prompt and courteous attention. ... ()" 1y 7}
41. Race relations in this distiict are
improving overtime. ..................... Yy
42. 1 understand the magnet program options
avallabletome. ......... ...l DO (O
43. Use of magnet programs to balance
schools by race is preferable to an
increasein forced busing. ................ Qe
O Magnet schools offer additional programs.
= MC itis important to fund these programs. .... ()70 )¢ 1t 12
A |
o= N m | m |

45. How effective du you think each of the following
measures weuld be in reducing violence in the public
schools?

Not A! All Effective
Not Very Effective
Don't Know
Somewhat Effective
Very Effective

Incorporating chavacter education into the

existing curricuium ... Lo QOO0
Training schnol stalfs in how to deal with

studentviolence....................... OOO00O0
Training students about conflict resolution .. O QOO
Placing police officers on high school

CAMPUSES et in e inniianes (hOHOOMN0o
Establishing more alternative schools ... ... OOO0OOCO0O
Enforcing stronge! penalties for weapons

possessions ar oller violent acls ........ SINIeIe]e]
Using cottTmunity-based programs ........ OO0
Making parenting courses available ....... OO0

46. | would be interested in enroliing my child in the

following magnet choices:

Unsure
No
Yes

a. A scholarrathicte high school which
emphasizes both physical and academic
preparation for Clympic sports (for the student
who is as setious about achievement in sports
asintheclassroom). ....................... oo

b. A high school program which offers courses
related to medicai professions. .............. elele

¢. A program which emphasizes immersion in a
second languiage for at least 50% of the day. .. OO O
d. A career center which utilizes technology and
prepares students for various careers {such
as drafting, video production, graphic arts,
business, culinary arts, construction). ........ OO0

e. Ayear-round high school. .................. oo

f. A program which emphasizes the principles
shared by business and law. Students will be
repared for continued training as leachers,
awyets, paralegals. accountants, bankers,
financial advisais, insurance agents, and
ONUEPICNBUIS. ...t QOO

g. An accelerated program which prepares
students for careers in agriculture and
environmental industries. Sludies in genetics,
zoology. biotechnology. horticulture, and
natural resource managemert enrich basic
curriculum offerings. ............ ... oL OO0

h. A program connected to the Children's
Museum About the World that uses interactive
learning and focuses on international issues. .. OO O

i. A model middle school program on the
campus of NC State which would be a
collaborative effort between the public school
system and a research university. ............

13
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Fill in your choice in pencil.

My child's school is:
_v Apex

(_) Athens Drive
.’ Broughton

O Cary

(.} East Wake

72 Enloe

2 Fuquay-Varina
(.} Garner

{7 Leesviile

(.} Longview

HIGH SCHOOL

) Millbrook
) Philllps
(2> Sanderson
C Wake Forest

) ALREADY FILLED OUT

1. How many total yeare have you had chiidren in this
school? .
O3 25

O 1orless )
O2 O4 > 6 ormore

2. How many chiidren do you currently have in Wake County
Public Schoois?

O O4 7
02 o5 ) 8 ormore
O3 6

3. My child Is being served by the following programs this
year (mark all that apply):
O Academically Gifted (AG)
O Special Education (except AG)
O Neither of the above
O Do not know

4. Do you serve in your child's school as a volunteer on a
requiar basis (at least monthly)?
O VYes(gotoitemB) O No

5. 1f you are not a volunteer for education which answer(s)
best describes why (mark all that apply)?
O Time constraints
O Transporiation constraints
O Lack of volunteer training
O Do not know who to contact
O Do not feel comiortable at the school
O Nature of tasks
O Nointerest
O Other

6. What is this child’'s grade level?
o9
O 10
(@R -
o112

7. Mark all that apply; this child's ethnic group Is:
O Asian/Pacific Islander
O African American/Black
O Alaskan/Native American
O Hispanic
O White
O Other

8. Are you a member of the PTA for this school?
O Yes O No 2 Unsure

9. Have you been contacted by the school or the PTA to
participate In some role in your child's school?
O Yes O No O Unsure

10. I recelve enough communication from the schuol to keep
me Informed of Its activities.

O Sves O No © Unsure

13

Strongly Disagree

Disagree
Unsure
Agred
Strongly Agree

11. My child’s zznool is 2 safe place to

L3 1 PO e . OOIQOO
12. My child’s school grounds are clean

and attractive. .................. Ceenens o/alelele)
13. My child’s 5chool building is clean and

attractive. ..........ceiiiiiiiiiiiine.., OO000
14, My child's schoo! provides a high

quality educational program. .........., elelelole)
15. The staff at my child's school has high

expectations for my child. .............. GIolelele]
16. My child is academically challenged in

allclasses. ....oovviiiiiiiieiiiiineiens eolelelele)
17. it is easy to contact the statf at my

child’'sschool........c.oovvevineinene, olelelele]

18. When | have a concern about my chiid,
1 can count o the school for support.... OO O OO

19. | feel comfortable visiting my child’s
school. ........iiiiiiiiiiiiinnen, L O0000
20. My child's school provides sufficlent
oppoitunities for parental involvement... OO O QOO

21.1 am informed about my chlid's
progress on a regular basis (in
addition tc reportcards). ............... eloleolele

22. If | call the school, | receive prompt
and courteous attention. ............... elolelele)]

23.The climate at my child's school
promotes learning. .............00ivnn, eolajelele;

24. Students at my child's school are well
behavedoverall. .....................0. OO0

25.1 have seen ﬁrogress in my child’s
learning in the past 12 months. ......... OO000O

26. 1 get involved in my chlld’s education:

. at school (for example, parent/teacher conferences,
school events)

¢_> at home (for example. emphasizing homework, reading
with my child, sending refreshments, materials,
donations to school)

(O Both of the above

() Neither of the above

27. Race relations at my child’s school are:

O Excellent LT
O Very good 2 Poor
) Good ) Don't know

E




P R Y )

Q

28.1 would enroll my chiid in a year-round school,
O Yes r»No

29.The amount of homework my child receives is:
O Too much > Too little
O Just right ¢ 1 None

30. if your child has an Individualized Education Program
({EP) for Special Education, were you involved in its
development?
O Yes > No "> Does not apply

31.Transportation services for my child are:

O Excelient O Good () Poor
O Very good O Fair ) My child does not ride the bus

32.1 have had adequate communications with my child's
bus driver this year.
O Yes C> No ¢ » No communication
33. My child's schooi uses the following technology in its
instructional program (mark all that apply):
O Computers > Calculators
O CD Roms 7. Modems

34. Using classroom instruction based on computers and
related technology prepares my child for the future.
O Yes O No

Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Unsuse
Agree
Strongly Agree

35. My child has sufficient knowledge of the
dangers of using drugs and aicohol. .... O OO OO

36. Drugs and alcohol use are causing
behavioral probiems at my child's school.. O OO OO

37. Lessons at school have helped my child
learn to say "no" to alcohol and drugs. .. OO O QOO

38.To help us better plan facilities use, please provide the last
three algits of your zip code:

2 OO OBL®mOMmOe)
7 OO LB
OCOOOOOOLO®
COOLAOLEROOL®
(OINOIOIOIOIOEWIOIO)

Only complete the next questions once per family.

Strongly Disagree
Dlsagree
Unsure
Agree
Strongly Agree

39.The Wake County Public School System is
improving overtime. ..................... elelolnie

40.The overail educational program in this
school system is of high quality. .......... eloleleole)]

41.This school system offers opportunities
for success to all students. ............... elololele)

42.This school system is taking the necessary
steps to promote understanding among
studentS. ........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiieaes elolelele)

43.1f | call the school system central office, |

receive prompt and courteous attention. ... OO OO O ] 5

1. Race relations in this district are
improving overtime. ..................... QOOO0 14

Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Unsure
Agree
Strongly Agree

45. 1 understand the magnet program

options availabietome. ................ oOOOO0
46, Use of magnet programs to balance

schools by race is preferable to an

increase in forced busing. .............. elolelele

47. Magnet schools aoffer additional
programs. it is important to fund these
o1 (070 |13 11 O olololeole)

48. How eifective do you think each of the following
measures would be in reducing violence in the public
schools?

Not At Ail Effective
Not Very Effective
Don't Know
Somewhat Effeclive
Very Effective

Incorporaling character education into the

existing curriculum ........... ... ..., O0000
Training schoo! staffs in how to deal with
student violence.................. ... elolelel®)

Training students about conflict resolution .. O OO OO

Piacing police officers on high schoo}

CAMPUSES « o oeteeetiieaneeee i eenn [eolelelele)
Establishing more alternative schools ... .... oleololele)
Enforcing stronger penalties for weapons

possessions or other violentacts ........ ololelele)
Using community-based programs ........ oleolalele)
Making parenting courses available ....... olelelele)

49. | would be interested in enrolling my child In the
following magnet choices:
Unaure
No
Yes

a. A scholar/athiete high schocl which
emphasizes both physical and academic
preparation (for Olympic sports for the student
who is as serious about achievernent in sports
asinthe classroom). ...l

A high school program which offers courses
related to medical professions. .............. o000

c. Ayear-round highschool. ....... ........... ooo

d. A program which emphasizes the principles
shared by business and law. Students will be
prepared for continued training as teachers,
lawyers, paralegals, accountants, bankers,
financial advisors, insurance agents, and
entrepreneurs. . ... ...l elele

e. An accelerated program which emphasiz s
and prepares students for careers in agricuiture
and environmental industries. Studies in
genetics, zoology, biotechnology, horticulture,
and natural resource management enrich
basic curriculum offerings. .................. elele]

f. A program in which a variety of instructional
technology is the critical component of the
learning process. ......oceeevirciereneecanss o000
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ATTACHMENT 2
Parent Survey Fall 1954: Response By {'cheol Level

1 or less 32.7 41.1

2 21.8 25.3 23.0
3 15.7 16.5 13.6
4 9.7 5.0 10.8
5 8.0 4.0 4.3
6 or more 12.0 8.1 15.9

1 39.0 27.2 41.2
2 43.8 49.7 40.9
3 13.1 17.9 13.0
4 3.1 3.8 3.1
5 0.5 0.7 0.7
6 0.2 0.3 0.4
7 0.0 0.2 0.1
8 or More 0.1 0.2 0.6

Academically Gifted (AG)

Special Education (except AG) 5.1
Reading Recovery/ Early Reading (grade 1) 4.2
Chapter 1 (grades 2-3) 4.4
None of the above 55.1
Do not know 12.6

15
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65.7

4. Do you serve in your chiid’s school as a Elem. 34.3
voiunteer on a regular basis {at least monthly)? Middle 144 85 6
High 13.5 86.5
8. Are you a member of the PTA for this school? || Elem. 62.9 35.5 1.5
‘ Middle | 55.1 42.5 2.4
High 40.5 56.0 3.5
9. Have you l?een cpntacted by the schooll or the Elem. 72.2 25.0 2.8
gﬁotl(; participate in some role in your child’s MMiddie 483 474 13
High 37.8 56.4 5.8
10. I receive enough communication from the Elem. 91.1 5.8 3.0
school to keep me informed of its activities. Middle 20.0 31 6.9
High 57.3 34.1
28. I would enroll my child in a year-round Elem. 49.5 50.5
sehool. Middle | 39.4 | 60.6
High 27.7 72.3
34. Using classroom instruction based on Elem. 96.8 3.2
gﬁg);l;(t)errih aenitiu :siz:;ed technology prepares my Middle 4.8 52
High 91.3 8.7
46, I would be interested in enrolling my child in the following magnet choices: (49 HS)
a. A scholar/athlete high school which emphasizes | Elem. [ 38.2 38.2 23.6
both physical and academic preparation for
Olympic sports (for the student who is as serious | Middle |37.5 44.5 18.0
about achievement in sports as in the classroom).
(49a HS) High 35.8 46.0 18.2
b. A high school program which offers courses Elem. |59.9 15.8 24.3
related to medical professions. (49b HS) Middle 1547 5 2 20.0
High 52.1 31.2 16.7
ai\eye2\gye95c03\mew\2-10-95\February 28, 1995 16 1 7




c. A program which emphasizes immersion in a Elem. |26.3 45.0 28.7
second language for at least 50% of the day. :
1| Middle |24.0 51.8 24.2
d. A career center which utilizes technology and Elem. |} 65.8 16.0 18.2
prepares students for various careers (such as -
drafting, video production, graphic arts, business, Middle | 64.4 20.7 14.9
culinary arts, construction).
e. A year-round high scthool. (49¢c HS) Elem. [45.1 36.6 18.3
Middle | 37.2 48.6 14.3
High 26.3 61.4 12.3
f. A program which emphasizes the principles Elem. [70.8 12.0 17.3
shared by business and law. Students will be
prepared for continued training as teachers, Middie | 66.4 17.9 157
lawyers, paralegals, accountants, bankers,
financial advisors, insurance agents, and High 50 4 94
eatrepreneurs. (49d HS) 8 % ' 16.3
g. An accelerated program which prepares Elem. |60.7 16.6 22.7
students for careers in agriculture and :
environmental industries. Studies in genetics, Midd'e | 56.0 24.5 19.5
zoology, biotechnology, horticulture, and natural
resource management enrich basic curriculum .
offerings. (4% HS) High 46.9 334 19.8
h. A program connected to the Children’s Elem. |47.8 23.2 29.0
Museum About the World that uses interactive -
learning and focuses on international issues. Middle "__33'7 33‘4 ?6‘9

i. A model middle school program on the campus
of NC State which would be a collaborative effort
between the public school system and a research
university.

Elem.

55.9

Middle

56.5

21.3

2.2 ‘

}. A program to promote academic and artistic
excellence through an infusion of the arts in the
totai school program.

Elem.

57.0

18.2

24.7 ]|

ai\eye2icye95e3\mew\2-10-95\February 28, 1995 17




individual instruction, manipulatives, discovery,
and self-paced learning.

k. A Montessori curriculum which em jhasizes Elem. | 44.1 I 28.1 27.7 l

49f HS. A program in which a variety of
instructional technology is the critical component
of the learning process.

High |58.1

19.8

22.1

a\eye2\eye95e03\mew\2-10-95\February 28, 1995 18

_'Fi.me constraints 44.2 60.0 58.6
Transportation constraints 4.1 3.6 2.7
Lack of volunteer training 1.1 1.6 2.1
Do not know who to contact 1.5 4.5 5.4
Do not feel comfortable at the school 1.5 2.6 3.2
Nature of tasks 1.1 1.5 1.3
No interest 1.0 33 7.3
Other 11.3 14.9 13.4

18




Asian/Pacific Isiander 2.7

African American/Black 20.9 18.2 16.1
Alaskan/Native American 0.2 0.2 0.5
Hispanic 1.4 1.1 1.2 §i
White 71.5 74.6 75.8
Other 1.0 1.5
Asian/White 0.3 0.2
Black/White 0.2 0.2
2+ Combinations 1.4 1.8

a:\eye2\gye95e03\mew\2-10-95\February 28, 1995
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At school

At home 13.7 28.3 35.0
Both of the above 83.6 66.1 52.8
Neither of the above 0.5 2.3 7.7

Excellent 12.4 5.5 2.2
Very Good 26.9 13.9 7.7
Good 31.5 33.0 28.5
Fair 9.0 20.3 31.0
Poor 1.7 6.1 15.0
Do not know 18.5 21.3 15.6

Too much 9.2 13.8 22.4
Just right 77.4 71.8 64.5
Too little 8.6 13.9 12.1
None 4.8 0.5 1.1

Elementary 10.8 | 64 82.9
Middle 96 | 7.0 83.4
High 6.6 | 82 85.1

a\eys2\eye95203\mew\2-10-95\Pebruary 28, 1995
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Excellent 9.9 6.8 3.9
Very good 16.1 15.1 6.8
Good 27.1 33.0 22.5
Fair 11.6 19.9 13.5
Poor 4.2 10.1 7.4
My child does not ride the bus 31.0 15.1 45.8

Elementary

29.1 14.2 56.6
Middle 12.4 15.4 72.1
High 4.9 13.5 81.6

Computers 77.9 75.3 68.1
CD Roms 12.3 20.0 19.8
Calculators 5.2 10.4 76.1
Modems 34.2 72.9 12.7

35.
of using drugs and alcohol

My child has sufficient knowledge of the dangers

say “no” to alcohol and drugs

36. Drugs and alcohol use are causing behavioral 33.2 46.5 20.3
problems at my child’s s-hool
37. Lessons at school have helped my child learn to 50.8 29.9 19.3

Note: In the column headings, SA=Strongly Agree, A=Agree, SD= Strongly Disagree, L =Disagree, and U=Undecided.

a\eyeZ\eye9Se03\mew'\2-10-95\Pebruary 28, 1995 21 XD
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