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ABSTRACT

An expioratory study examined the expectations of
parents toward goals, curriculum, and services of the public
preschool in Hardin County, Ohio. Previous studies have shown that '
the goals of the preschool influence the curriculum and determine N
whether the preschool is academic or social in nature, that academics
are emphasized even though play has been determined to be the way
children learn, that a strong partnership with parents at the
preschool level benefits children, and that a strong partnership with
parents is evident in the Head Start program. Participants of the
study were 23 parents of public preschool children, surveyed as to
their perceptions and expectations regarding goals of preschool
curriculum, other possible services provided by the preschool, and
curriculum committee membership. The data obtained suggest that
parents wanted the following: (1) a strong partnership with the
teachers; (2) a strong academic environment that alsc stresses play
as the learnirg medium; (3) an opportunity for children to learn
social skills; and (4) no involvement from the public preschool in
meeting their children's medical or dental needs. The study indicates
that parents want some of the standards that are evident in Head
Start. (A copy of the questionnaire is included.) (BAC)

S e o e Yo 3 e v 7 de e v v vc ve v e ve v v Yo vev’s vc v e v Yo de v v ok Yoot v Yo dle v ol e dle e v e ot e e ot Yo dle s dle ot deole dk e s s dede deae dede de dedede de e

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *
from the original document. *

S v s e Fe ot v ot s 91 ' v o v ¥ o 3% v 3 e de 3o v e v e o 9 Y e de de v e v s v v o' e de e e oo 3 ool e oo v de dee e e v v e e gl e e de e e e e vl e o 3

¥




"ED 381 278

A

ER]

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

718 023206

@)

U S DEPAR MENT OF EDUCATION

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)
This document has been reproduced as
received from the person or organization
onginating it.

O Minor changes have been inade IC
improve reproduction quaiity.

® Paints of view or opinions stated in this

document do not necessarily represent Farental Ex pec taticons
official OERI position or policy.

Funing head: FARENTAL EXFECTATIONS OF FUBLIC PRESCHOOL FROGRAMES

Farental Expectatiorns of Fublic
Freschool Frograms

1 the Hardin County Area
Mary Malligan

Fowling Green State Uriversity

FILMED ROM
RECT oA v LE

DLol ‘wui i l.;l-.-.ls..)

“"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

moo(ws

M%QL

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERICL"

' o




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Farental Expectations 2
fAibstract

This esxploratery study examived the expectations of parents
towards goals.: cuwrriculum, and services of the public
preschocl. The expectations of twenty-three parents were
chtained theocugh @ guestionnalre. The data chtained suggested
the parents want & ztrong partnérship with the teachers and &
strong academlc envicenment which stresses play as the learning
mediumn. The parents wanted their children to lesrn social
skl le. The parents Jdid et evuect the public preschooel to
become invelved inm their children’s medical or dental

regponsibilities.
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Farental Expectaticns of Fublic Preschool Frograms

in the Hardin County Area
In the county there are only twe districts cut of Tive
that cperate public preschoal classrooms. The State Department

of Education decided to funnel the preschoocl grant money bo

those preschool programs abiding by Head Start performance
standards. The public preschocls are expected to use the best
practices in Head Start as a model.
Furpose

The purpose of this exploratory study was to investigate
what parents of public preschool children in the Hardin County
area euxpected those preschools to have as their goal. The
guesticonnaire was given to parents to discover not only what
goals they expected ocut of the preschocl program, but what
cther services they warnted provided for thelr children while
they are in preschoel. I wanted to find cut what type of &
partnership they expected. By surveying the parents of the
public preschools in cur county, I hope to have input into the
directicon the public preschools shoewld take in the future.

Frevious Studies

The goals of the preschocel determine to a large degree the
shructure of the preschool. Whether 16 18 academically
griented or socilal depernds on Lhose who «re 1o cha ge. 1 :

1989, Carlscen & Stenmalm-Sjoblom reported parents in bthe United

l‘
States wanted & strong academic envirormment in the preschoul.
Fescorla (31991 fournd parents who placed strong value on early .
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academics sent their children to schools where the teachers and
the school also placed emphasis on early academics. Rothlein
and Brett (1987) were concerned about the strong emphasis on
academics. In their study parents and teachers did oot
consider play as important and showed & lack of interest in 1t
im the prescheool setting. They viewed play as separate from
learning. Bredekamp (1987), however, showed the need for a
developmentally appropriate preschool where the emphasis 1s o
learning through play.

A strong partrnerships. or relaticonship between the teachers
and parents is very important in achocl. more so 1o preschool
than in any cother area. There are many different levels of
partrnership as Fugh (1983) pointed cut in his article.
Fartrmership canm ravge from norm—participation te conmtroel of the
resourcess budget and staff selecticn. Farental involvement
depended upcon the kind of partrnership that was stressed.

Head Start has the strong partoership which was menticned
by Pugh (1983). 1In Head Stert. perents are included in key
roles of making decisions and being trained toc become the
staff. Lambardi (1990) stressed the role Head Start has plaved
in proeviding comprehensive sducation, healths and sccial
services te 11l million childeen. From the metea analysis ot
ctudles menticned .0 Schwelnhart and Wellart (i%dar. the
povefits of adeguately funded Head Stact programs run by well-
trained, competent teachers are well documented. The positive

el fecte 1nclude the chldren’s 1mtellectual and scocircemobloral

(93
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development and the effects on children’s health status.
Summary
The geoals of the preschool influence the curriculum and

determine whether the preschool 1s academic or sccial 12’///”’"

nature. fcademics are stressed 1n the United States even
though play has been determined to be the way children learn >
and to be more developmentally appropriate. IT we have ¢

strong partrership with parents at the preschocl level.

children will benefit. Strong partnership with parents 1

4]

evident in Head Start’s program.

Major fuesticons

Do parents want the model of Head Start on which to base )
the partnership, curriculum, and services? Do the parents want
assistance with their child’s needss whether they are soclal.
emoticnaly medicals or dental? What type of educaticoal programs
do the parents expect in public preschocls? Do bhe parents went a
nwore social or academic preschool?

Method
The participants in this study were 23 parents of public

prescihiccel children in the Hardin County area. . The Hardin

curtty area has two districts with pubrlic preschools.
Preschool childeren are 3s 4. o Oeyear-olds. Qo wd L
families have two preschocl children in the preschool
classroom. This lowered the number of swveys expected to be

creturned.  Farents Trom both preschools are From o vuoral area.
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Both districts have the public preschool classroom housed in
the elementary building. The average income for one district
is $24.,052, while the other district®s average income 1s
22,674, according to the Ohico Department of Taxation.
Measures

The instrumernt uwsed to conduct the descriptive research
was & questicnnaire developed by the author (see the Appendix
for a copy of this guesticrmaire). The guesticomalre was
developed to survey the parents about their perceptions and
eapectaticrns of the goals of preschool curriculum. obther
possible services of prescheocl,s and curriculum committee 3
membership. The survey consisted of three different sections.
The Tirst secticn consisted of statements. Farents circled
their response to each statement. The responses were of a a-
point Likert—type scalel(fgree, Sort of Agree, Soart of Disagree.
Disagree). The second secticn had seven ves or o shructursd
questicns. The third sec.ion contained five peossible preschool
areas of concern rated in importance with the most important
hbeing first.
Froecedures

The questicmiaire surveys were hand delivered bto the two
public preschoul teachers. who in twrn, gitbher hand dellvered

the swrvey to the parents who stup daily «at Lhe school o went

them home with the preschool child. A total of 309 surveys were y
given cut in thie manner. & total of 23 parents respounded by K

canpleting and returning the survey. The resulte of the survey
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were analyzed using the Statistical Fackage for the Sccial

Sciences (5FSS).
Results

The age of the parents who responded to the survey ranged
irm age Trom 24 to 41 with the mean age of the parents beilng
30.8 yre. with a S.D. of 4.8.

Twelve guesticons asked parents to agree or disagree with
possible areas of preschool concern. Table 1 presents the
percent agreement or disagreement with those twelve goals,

c@rvices or committee structuwre.

Insert Table 1 about here

Abocut 94% of the parents wanted curriculum committees in

which both parents and teachers were on the committee to decide

whiat is taught 1n prescheocl. Of the parents who responded,
novie of them wanted a curriculum committee which consisted of
only parents. This was modified by 874 of the parents who did
not believe teachers should be the crly cnes on the curriculum
commitltee.

Seven yes or no structured guesticons aimed at these same

areas of concern are listed 1n Table

2o

Insert Table 2 about here

The perecentaqges fur partnership are lower 1n Table 2 thaw wn

Table 1. but =imilar to Table 1.

Fooan thove questions 1nvelving an academic structuwre to
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the prescheool curriculumy 1% of the parents thought their

child should know his/her coclors and how to count in preschool.

Yet &1% did not think their child should learn to read in
preschicel. When readings counting, and recogrizing colors were
combined on one area of concerny 70% ranked 1t first cor second.

& high percentage of parents (25%) in my study agreed play

was importamt in preschool.

Everyvone of the parents who responded to the survey (100%)

agreed 1t was important for the child te get along with others.

Yet onrily 48% of them agreed the most important purpose of

preschool is toe tesach their child scocial skills. T ramking

this goal 78% ranked this first and 22% ranked 1t second.
& high percentage (21%) of the parents believed the school

wasz Laeaching the child what he/she needed to know to be veady

fo zuobool .

Ve w1l L e bions of thie curvey parents did not think

Fe scebhoole showld take care of the aedical or dental needs of

Pherr child.  Oves 78% {r=.78y a=.01) of

the reospondents
tratoceted medtcel and Jdental aeed: csnouwld Aot e

taben care of

by «chie preschiaol,

e eapecteds e resaits of e swrvey shiowed Dhe pareoba
et R N B B BT L Y R T P I T R R TL TR R [ Trit stk

wantt bo De o riovel ved Wit Lhe teacher: on decrdyog e

currioulum.

The gquestiorz areol coaa coeaduwoeo o auat s o0 i my eschiond

g dEST COPY AVAILABLE
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curriculum indicate pareints want a faivly strong academic
gnvirconment in the preschools just as Cariscn (1989) repovted.
The parents did, however. disagree with Rothlein and Brett
(1987) because 79% thirmk play is importamt in preschoocl. This
wouid indicate parents expect both the academic and play in the
preschocol program for their child. These parents may realize
the importance of play in learning. Ancther study is needed to
gdetermine bthis.

From the scocial skill results of this study. 1t would
indicate pearents fTeel 1t is lmportant for thelr child toe get
alenng, vet parents placed impovtance on obiher areas, or shills.

The medical and dental results show the parents do not
want the public preschools to become inveolved in the family’s
responsibilities in this area.

This study weuld indicate parents want some of the
standards that are evident in Head Start. It would be
bereficial to those in charge fto incorporate those standards

parents strongly favored inte the public preschocl system.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Tebhle 1

Fre Schuel per ol atliiudes Teward goals and

a
jal
a
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u

Fercent Ganswers

Sorit-of A b

Agree Agree Disagres Liz.qires Mean S. D.

1. et Jdong 130

- - 100 .00

2. Secial/mental needs o7 3%

—— - 1 .60 .39

2. Favenrtsbteachee coinin. %= 0l

4. FPlaying 1s importaint a3 13 G4 - 1.228 BT

5. Medical/dental needs - 2 2 6? 3.48

&He Colors/count to 10 S0 41 4.5 4.9 1.64 .79

7. Tgacher comm. 4 ? 30 =7 3.39 .34
@A. Teach eating habits 30 ‘34 22 s 2,00 .85
2, Teach v ead - 39 17 44 3.04 .73
{0.Teach sccial skills 43 2b 17 ~ 1.87 1.01

11 .Wants readiness 87 13 - — 1.13 .34

182 Favent comm. - - 17 a3 3.83

G0
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Table 2

fre—-Scheol parent attitudes toward goals and services. (n=23)

Responses

(2) Mo Response

1., Only Farents on committe
2. Farents/Teacher commlttee
A, Only Teacher on committee
4. Teach eating hablbs

5. Social needs

6. School Teaching Readiness

7. Medical/Dental needs

PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC
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Juet cricte the anol oot ale anhrien

S b Qe b oof

Agrea . Agr e LDisagree
1 =S 3

P fFeel 1b ds very Lwpor bank fenr my chrild bo

lear
how Lto get along with slbhers in preschool.

fhe poreschool poogram guet be s vesen oe for any
child s sccial oo mental meede .

(e ke shoald e s commi thee with teachea = Lo
make a jeint decision about what is taught in
preschonl.

P lawatir 1 g escheol e Ligatar Fant for iy chiild.

My chiild™s medical and dental needs should he taken
care of by the preschool program.

The p eschoal teachers should teach my child
his/sher celors and how b coont to ten.

Only teachers should be on the committee to decide
what i1s taught in preschool.

Teaching my child about food and goud cating habites
has to be a part of the preschoul day.

My c¢hild showld Leart huw to vead in preschooel .

The mest important purpose of preschocl is to teach
fry child cocial skills.

I want my child Lo learn what hesshe nweeds Lo koo
to e rcady for kynder garten.

frere should woly be parents an & committee Lo
deeide whal 1 taunght te their child.
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_ tppendi s

1) Do you thiok parents shiculd decide what 1s taught L.ves
1n prescheel?

] Do you thirk the parents should mweet vegularly with 1.YES
the teachers to decide what is taught in school?

o e yvon think teachers stiuuld decide what is taught? 1 .YES

Y Lo ywuu thandk bhe wehoul should be the one to teach 1.YES
cowt rhild about what s guad for bhem to eat?

Y Du vut believe the school ahould take care of your 1.YES
chiild's swcaal needsy

=) o believe bhe preschionl s teactiing yow child 1.7ES
aliat Lie/she oeeds Lo know Lo pe ready for school?

T vo vou think the grrhiwel should take cenre of yoauy 1 .7ES

Child e modical acd dontal needs?

sach «f the following &creas’ Flease list them in order
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2 .10

2.N0

2.NC

2.N0

2.1N0

2 N0

Pt vnpor ket is b oo omuas & parent to have the preschesl provide
of importance to

VO .
i [ H - 3]
2 § G
A.  Learning how to counts reads and learn the coalor names.
. Learniog how bo et along with other boys and girls.
£. Farents uin the curriculum committee.
0. Our family’s secclal and mental needs.
£. ur familv's medical and dental needs.
17 e youw & male oF female? 1) MALE DIYFEMALE
2y tihatb 1 your age? e
QEST COPY AVAILABLE
) 45
Y 1J




