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ABSTRACT

This paper outlines the characteristics of validating
and invalidating models of classroom instruction, the characteristics
of good teachers, and assessment methods that support validating,
therapeutic learning. The academically validating model suggests
that: (1) students bring a rich reservoir of experience to the
classroom; (2) the past is a source of strength and knowledge; (3)
faculty should see themselves as partners in learning with students
and employ student-centered, active learning techniques; and 4)
learning allows for reflection, multiperspectives, and imperfection.
Faculty can help foster a therapeutic learning community by reaching
out to students to help them get involved in college. Good teachers
need to be accepting, creative, interesting, motivating, open—minded,
patient, and thought-provoking. The paper also lists assessment
methods that can promote validation and achievement, such as surveys,
interviews, and focus groups. (MDM)
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Characteristics of a Good Teacher

% Accepting
Adaptable ‘
Animated - —
Careful listener
Caring
Communicator
Creative
Encourager
Energetic .
Exhibits knowledge of content
Facilitator
Flexible
Humorous
Interesting
Learner -
Lover of the subject
Motivator
Non-judgemental
Observant
Open-minded
Organized
Passionate - "
.'Patient ' .
Personable
Resourceful
Self-controlled
Self-evaluator
Sensitive to student needs
Skilled in the craft of ransfering knowledge through the use of
numerous methods, technigues, and learning styles
~ 7 Stimulates student to'learn @ -
Strategic planner
Student-oriented _
Thought Provoking
Values students
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