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ENTRODUCTION o o o

This is the third annual Wyoming Education  figures do most of the talking this year. We have
Progress Report, measuring Wyoming’s progress  noted where Wyoming is headed in the right
toward achieving the six National Education Goals glirecti(}f), where we are headed in the wrong
by the Year 2000. a7 Dadirection and where we seem stuck.

En this third re o refresh everyone’s memory here are the six
inga National Education Goals:
(1) By the year 2900, all children in
¢ America will start school ready to learn.
ltlleldlIal i
institutions, (2) By the year 2000, the high-school
' graduation rate will increase to at least

90 percent.

(3) By the year 2000, American students
will leave grades four, eight and twelve
__having demonstrated competency in
.challenging subject matter, including
E)‘zgllsh mathematics, science, history
and geog"aphy, and every school in

There is even some evidence to suggest Wyo
ming teenagers are abstaining from sexual inters? ;"
course in larger numbers, and those who engage , »-
in sexual intercourse are more aware of the need -
to use birth control.

g Il is not good news, however.

Wyoming is still above the national average in be firstin the world in 9czence (
births to single teen parents, and has a higher vio- ematics achzevement
lent-death rate tor teenagers.

(5) By the year 2000 every adultAmerz—

And even though Wyoming students perform can will be literate ard will possess the
better than their peers nationally on standardized knowledge and skills necessary 1o com-
tests, far, far too many still lack basic skills in read- pete in a global ecanomy. and-exercise
ing, mathematics and other subjects. " therightsandre sponszbzltt:es of citizen-

ship.

Once again, we are concerned «',out the lack
of consistent indicators regarding our education, (6) By the year 2000, eveiy school in
health and family service systems. It is difficult to America will be free of drugs and vio-
know where we are going when we aren’t entirely lerice and will offer a disciplined envi-
sure where we are. This report does contain more ronment conducive to
data than the previous two, and we will let those learning.

I
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l GENERAL STATISTICS o « o

PERCENT OF WY&)MI:N_G’S POPULATION THAT IS scuooL aAGE (3-17) . . .
1993 e, 1992 1991 National
22.2 percent - ~22.2 percent 21.3 percent 18.2 percent

WYOMING PURLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 253
1993 1992
100,313 (Fall 92) 99,734

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE . . .
1993 - 1992 1991
94,264 93,750 91,277

PERCENTAGE OF ALL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES . . .
1993 1992 1991
36 percent 36.3 percent

1993 1992
$5,866 $5,333

WYOMING PUPIL/TEACHE
1993
15.2

National
17.3

WroMmING ST!JJ)EI\'TS PER Mumwmmmﬂ:n ...
No nev’v'data avazlable.’-( J 99] Report between 14.5 and 22).

§ 1 992 1991 National
- $29208 $28,988 $34,054
qumm or Wyonn.vc nIGH-SCNO0). GRADUATES . . .
]993 1992 L 1991 National
6, 050 (Sprmg 93) 5,808 ' 5741 2,257,738

LeNeT or mem: SCHOOL YEAR . . . ] 80 days
LeneTu oF scnoor yYEan IN JAPAN . . . 240 days?

Reader's Note . . . When the letters NA appear in the data tables it means the data under that category is either not
available, not applicable or was simply not used in previous Wyoming Education Progress reports. Readers should
also note that the years listed in the data tables (1991, 1992, 1993) are the year of the report and
reflect the data for the latest year available.

b~

3 Wyoming's Education

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Goar I ...
ALL CHILDREN WILL START SCHOOL READY 1’0 LEARN

Et is fitting that Goal No. 1 is the goal that, more -
than any other, speaks o every: child’s ﬂr,sg(and* 2

A

it s:",Wﬁhout the

e %5

things. .It medn %?‘apﬁf pnate pxenatal and health

bjective 1: All dzsadvantaged and disabl
opmentally appropriate Pfe,@ﬁ Loras

Percentage of Wyoming childféxi
1993 1992 '
13 percent 14.1 percent

ay

Median income of Wyoming families with childre‘h T

1993
$35,154

1992
$36,320

2
1993
1,282'

1992
1,128

Number of Wyoming children served by the Head Start proérani i

e
.o

. .

7 pprop‘riate behav1or ensuring homework is com-

~pleted and stressing the importance of education.

More than anything, it means setting a good
example. A parent who never reads cannot

expect their children to open a book for the joy of
reading. A parent who abuses substances cannot
expect their child to abstain. A parent who shows
no interest in their child’s schoolwork cannot ex-
pect the child to be open and enthusiastic to learn-
ing. Children go in the direction their parents walk,
not in the direction their parents point.

19917 .
$37,265-

1991
NA

“This figure represents less than half the number of Wyoming children who are eltgtbla- for

Head Start.

WoaT WYOMING IS DOING o o »

Early childhood education services are pro-
vided by many different sources. The majority of
services available are private preschool or day-care
scttings that arc regulated by the state to ensure
children are receiving appropriate care. The Head
Start programs are available in various arcas of
the state, and many local school districts are be-

Progress Report

ginning to provide before and after school child
care through a variety of funding sources.

Currently, state law prohibits school districts
from providing educational services to children
who arc preschool age, unless they are disabled.
Many school districts become involved in early
education by collaborating with
community early education pro-
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viders in various projects. These programs consist
of a variety of components such as before and af-
ter school child care, family support and guidance
through home visits to parents of children birth
through age 3, support and training to family day-
care providers in the commumt‘hand school-based
information and referral servicesgo: help,pqrents
with other child-care needs.

For children experiencing developmental delays
or disabilities between the ages of birth through
5, state and federal law requires that Wyoming pro-

(2)°  Percentage of Wyoming eighth- grade
more per month. .. 5
1993
21 percent

In last year s report, we noted anumber of inter-
esting ‘facts gleaned from the previous.year’s

Wyoming eighth graders. We learned, for example,

do at least one hour of homework each day, that
nearly half read more than 10 pages of material
per day and that Wyoming children watch fewer
hours of television then their coun-

9, terparts around the nation.

they need.

(1)  Percentage of Wyoming children in single-parent famili
1993 1992
16.7 percent 16.4 percent

National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) involving the mathematics ability of

that some two-thirds of Wyoming eighth-graders -

vide early intervention and special education. Wyo-
ming is divided into 14-service regions based on
geography, population and service needs. These
14 regional programs provide a statewide network
of infant education and developmental preschool
services. Screening and assessment services are of-

fered to any Wyoming family at no cost.

1991
NA

National
23 percent

National
77 percent

National
NA 13 percent

States with similar figures also-had composite
test scores that ranked at the top of the nation,

~indicating a direct correlation between homework
- and home support and classroom pe.iormance.

This year’s NAEP tests were expanded to include
fourth-grade students and had different questions
of students, making a direct comparison with last
year’s results difficult, but here are a few interest-
ing tidbits taken from this year’s report . . .

7 Wyoming's Education




® 62 percent of Wyoming fourth-grade students say they talk with friends and

family about reading at least once a week, but 23 percent said they never or
hardly ever do so.

=4 49 percent of Wyoming fourth-grade students say )t_hey:‘:géh& for fun almost
every day, but 12 percent say they never‘g_x;har'(‘lj)igevéi' read for fun.

0

tailed assistance in a variety of areas, including
- workshops and seminars PAR.EN.T. through a

tance to those who educate and care for chils eft
including parents. P.A.R.E.N.T.’s focus is on chil
dren birth through 8-years- of-age, and serves as'a
clearinghouse for videos, books and other infor-
maticn for child-care providers, and provides de-

duced through enhanced prenatal health systems.

(1)’  Incidence of low birthweight among Wyoming babios
1993 1992 1991
7.0 percent 7.4 percent 7.0 percent-

"National figures represent only the white population.
Percentage of pregnant Wyoming women who received prenatal care durmg the first trimester of
their pregnancy ...

1993 1992 1991 National
79.2 percent 79.4 percent 78.4 percent NA

Progress Report 8




Percentage of pregnant women nationaliy who received prenatal care during the first trimester of
their pregnancy ...

1993 1992 1991 National

76.0 percent . 76.0 percent 76.4 percent NA

Percentage of Wyommg chxldren in day care centers not properly immunized against infectious
diseases . CENR

1993 1992 " o TTrsl09] National

9.7 percent 6.7 percent <?752,pg en 3

‘Fully immunized would include vaccinations for measles, m 1}
tetanus, pertusis (shooping cough), influenza and polio.

1993 1992 1991
1.5 percent 1.4 percent 2.5 percent

Incidence of infant mortality per 1,000 births. ..
1993 1992
7.8 8.6 NA

‘The rate of infant mortality has declmed stegz‘d LarEyom

€T
%Y

Percentage of ehglble cmzens partlclpatin i ommg Women, Infants and Children (WIC)

nutrition program .
1993 National
66 percent . - NA
(2)8 Percent of Wyommg chlldren w1thout health insurance .
1993 " 1992 1991 National
‘:10“6 percent 15 1 percent NA 14.0 percent

The stanstzc for this I 993 report is the average of 1988-1992 data, while the statistic used in
the 1992 report was the: «average of 1987-1991 data.

(3)°  Percentage of Wyoming high-schoot girls who think they are overweight .. .

1993 1992 1991 National
44.6 percent NA 42.6 percent NA
Percentage of Wyoming high-school girls who are trying to lose weight . ..
1993 1992 1991 National
59 percent NA 62.5 percent NA
Percentage of Wyoming high-school boys who think they are overweight ...
1993 1992 1991 National
20.8 percent NA 20.6 percent NA .
9 Wyoming's Education




Percentage of Wyoming high-school boys who are trying to lose weight. ..

1991 National

21.8 percent - NA

Percentage of Wyoming high-school students who ate fruit the day.béfore the survey . ..

1993 1992
35.2 percent NA
1993 1992
59.9 percent NA

" 2 geis mee

1992
NA

Na

Percentage of* Wygig}g;g higl
the survey .
199 3

54.1 percent

Percentage of Wyommg hlgh-school“ '

before the survey . ;
1993 1992
56.7 percent NA

Woar WYOMING IS DOING o o »

“Best Beginnings for Wyoming Babies” is a
public/private partnership initiated by the Division
of Public Health to provide a system of prenatal
care for all Wyoming mothers and infants. This
statewide program is to assure that all pregnant
women have access to ear]y prenatal care as well
as any other service they might nced in order to
have a healthy child. The program also provides
assistance for infants to receive well-child care and
immunizations during the first year of life.

“Healthy Start” is a tracking program for “at-
risk™ infants and toddlers. This is a cooperative
cffort between the public and private sector and
involves enrollment of infants and toddlers who
arc at risk for development delays because of medi-

Progress Report

1991 . = . -*" National
646percent NA

3g}1-$choql "stu’dents who ate a cooked vegetable the day before the

1991 National
48.2 percent NA

1961 National
32.8 percent NA

hool students who ate french fries or potato chips the day before

1991 National
57.4 percent NA

cal socxal or enxllronmentalfproblems The track-
ing system foilows these: chxldren from birth
through 3~years of-age with mtervenf.ton an inte-
gral part of the program Healthy Start Is now avail-
able in Albany; Campbell Carbon, Crook Fremont,
Johnson, Laramie, Lincoln, Natrona, Shendan
Sweetwater, Teton, Uinta and Westc)n coumles as
well as Fort Waqhakle ' :

“Presumptive Eligibility” is a method of ex-
panding medical coverage for pregnant women and
children up to age six who are likely to qualify for
Medicaid. Early access to prenatal care has proved
to contribute to better birth outcomes. Presump-
tive Eligibility allows qualified medical providers
to make an initial eligibility determination, so preg-
nant women can obtain prenatal care immediately
without any delay during the

10




period in which a formal determination is being
made. This single page application also acts as a
financial application for the Children with Special
Health Care Needs program, and as a referral form
for the WIC program. .’ 3

L

“Smart Card” is a re- mventmg govemment

and improve the quality and access of health caf .
As a system solution, Wyoming is expanding its

%areas to merit a thumbs-up that signifies we are headmg in the r1ght>

short-term changes.

No government program
im-prove parent skills

night. With the proper re-
message of personal re-. VN

and it: w:lLb : everal
know that more chil- . i

In the short term, we have

use of smart cards to apply to 5,000 Women’s In-
fants and Children (WIC) participants and 2,100
Food Stamp households. Through the Western
Governors’ Association, the feasibility study and
system design is also currently being completed to
add maternal and child health, Head Start and Med-
icaid services to the card.

"fxs sh

" “sources and a consistent
¥ /gy sponsibility, such changes
K(’ y demonstrated by in-

s,- of the problems associated
ing or smoking and the de-
But, those trends took time
more years before we
dren are receiving
the proper beginnings

a mixed bag. We can be

pleascd ‘that there are early SIgns that fewer children live in poverty, but the median iticomes
for families with children: continues to drop -- perhaps due to a slight increase in the number of
smgle-parent homes.

The mc1dence of low blrthwelght seems unchanged in Wyoming over the past few years, but
we continue to see substantial declings in infant mortality. Yet, we should be troubled that
more parents are not ensuring their children are properly immunized against diseases that are
making a comeback after being seemingly eradicated.

Student health trends are also mixed, although the surveys are not the best vehicle to make
short-term comparisons. Still, there is little doubt students consume as many fats

R and sweets as fruits and vegetables, and we must be very concerned about the

A number of children who watch so much television and read so few books.

Wyoming's Education
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GosL 2 ...

THE HIGH=SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE WILL INCREASE TO
AT LEAST 90 PERCENT

"rjé“fi:ﬁor':blﬁer sibling has previously dropped out

he goal of having a high-school graduauop zy

rate of 90 percent by fg&yegrzmﬁ‘l MOdes and non-English family buckgrounds.
: EIESHith how

enoughin Wyonugggpﬂlf :

,,d %d _ rate, it is highly Dropping out is not an irrcvocable action. Data
.'(:in?o'rmatlon available that  presented more fully under Goal #5 on adult lit-
ti ear that rate today Pastreports  eracy indicates many who dropout go on to earn a
i A GED or other high-school diploma equivalents.

) gly low dropout rate still Despite this good news, we should keep in
; mind one final sobering thought: A high-

ot skxlls needed to se-  school diploma no longer is the threshold for a
lyrg are various  secure living. Good-paying jobs today generally
<dfop require post-secondary education of some type
1 whether at a university, comnmunity college or tech-
%:g ical school. To remain competitive in the job
markg areturn to school will probably be needed
{?}g zzi}fi‘n "'tunes throughout each of our lives. To

; 51mpr1"y; radu: t;e,from high school is, as stated

(1) Wyoming drop-out rate. ..
1993 1992
3.59 percent 3.4 percent

34 percent:

Wyoming.

(2)!"Percentage of Wyoming teenagers who are not in school or in the work force . . .
1993 1992 ' 1991 National
3.3 percent NA NA 5.0 percent

Progress Report 1
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(3)!'Number of Wyoming teenage girls per thousand who gave birth ...
1993 1992 1991 National
47.6 .56.6 50 41 (1987 data)

The above figure means that 877 teenage girls (age 15-19) gave birth in 1992, while seven
girls under the age of ! 5 gave bzrth in 1992. Just under 8 percent of all births in Vyoming are
to single teenage girls. i 3o

e
RIS

‘/\‘«

(3)'? Percentage of all Wyoming hlgh-schooi smden’ "whoz p
intercourse. .. ) 3
1993 1992 1991

49.7 percent NA 52.9 percent

wt hey have had sexual

Of those students who reported having engaged in sexual intercourse, the per@a f;gg
they had had intercourse with more than one partner in the three month$’preced
survey .
1993 : 1992 1991
66.8 percent NA 34.2 percent

1993 1992
66.9 percent NA

Percentage of 12th-grade Wyommg mrls who l'eported they have been pregnant. .
1993 1992 ' ' National
7.2 percent A NA NA

Percentage of Wyommg hlgh school students who reported they used a condom the last time they

had sexual mtercourse ‘e R
1993 . : 1992 PR 1991 National
51 percent . : fNA. ’ 42 percent NA

Percentage of Wyommg hlgh-SChOOl students who reported they used no birth control the last
time they, ‘had sexual mtercourse .

1993 1992 1991 National

17.6 percent NA 21 percent NA

Percentage of Wyoming high-school students who reported they used no birth control the last
time they had sexual intercourse, weren’t sure they were using birth control or used the
ineffective withdrawal method of birth control . . .

1993 1992 1991 National

32.4 percent NA 38 percent NA

bjective 2: The gap in high-school graduation rates between American students from minority
backgrounds and their non-minority counterparts will be eliminated.

No indicators available.

1 3 Wyoming's Education




WoAT WYOMING IS DOING o « «

W'hilé each school district has developed its
own plan for intervening with children at

risk of dropping out, about a half-dozen districts

have created alternatlve hxgh schools These,

schools are primarily de
students ~ such a5, )Iljagﬂ F8im
who droppect(?;ﬁ}t Kf

" egnancy Task Force

‘ Fr
s

Yimends _,mo

res; e ntact . .

other and dlagnostlc conferences to help commu-
nities develop local plans to reduce the teen preg-
nancy rate.

Contact . . . Governor’s Teen Pregnancy Tusk

Force, 265-1523

The Wyoming HIV Education School
Health Project is a federally-funded program
through a cooperative agreement with the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and the

| bu - also with:

Wyoming Department of Education. The project
collects dataon youth behavior and existing health
education and other: 'school health programs. It
has developed a model ‘curriculum which school
districts may voluntallly ‘implement and provides
frammg foneducators regarding the recommended
cumiGulyr
s R

Contact . . . Wyoming HIV Edcuation School

Health Project, 686-0317

A variety of state agencies and private organi-
zations also have programs aimed at encour-
aging students to stay in school and helping them
prepare for a rewarding career. One example is
the Wyorning National Guard’s “Go For It!” pro-
gram, which counsels high-school students on
which classes to take to prepare for future careers,
how to prepare a resume and how to adopt a
healthy lifestyle.

. Wyoming Military Department,
772-6201

‘; w_/mgthe fit ss !
the specfﬁ %

Contact . Govemor s Counczl on-Physical
lene«‘s and Sports, 766-528

RIGHT DIRECTION . . . WRONG DIRECTION . . . JUST;OKAY?

&

While our dropout rates remain generally unchanged, it is beginning to appear as if
we arc headed in the right direction in regard to teenage sex. While pregnancy is not an

absolute obstacle to completing school, it is certainly a factor in some decisions to leave
school. Further, in the age of AIDS, the consequences of sexual activity are far greater.

The growing message of abstinence and personal responsibility seems to be -
- and we emphasize scems to be -- having an impact. The live birth rate among

Progress Report
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teenage girls is down this year and fewer girls surveyed reported they had been pregnant. The
comprehensive health survey of Wyoming teens, when compared to a similar survey con-
ducted two-years ago, indicate more students are choosing to postpone sexual activity until
later in life, while more of those who engage in sex report taking precautions to prevent
pregnancy or the transmission of disease.

S till, when a single Wyoming high school reports 42 student pregnancies in a single year,
we know that the message of abstinence and responsibility must be taught and repeated
again and again -- not only in the schools, but at«home, m churchwthmugh orgamzatlons and
clubs and, yes, even among peers. : : Hies

1 5 Wyoming's Education



&GoaL 3 ...

AMERICAN STUDENTS WIil. DEMONSTRATE LOMPETENCY IN

EnNGLISH,

MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE

Hl’ TORY AND

GEOGRAPHY: STUDENTS WILL LEARN TO ‘USE THEIR MINDS

TO BECOME RESPONSJBLE"“C

same way, butt
theless.

2%

This goal is not exclus1onary, hoxweveif.i It dqés not:

the exclusion of art, music or other subjec : \re‘ﬁs
What these goals do reflect is that it is importa
for every person, regardless of vocation, to be able:
to communicate effectively, to make computations
and to understand who we are as a people and
how we relate to the world around us.

yoming’s efforts pre-date the National

Goals in this regard. Our accreditation stan-
dards adopted four-years ago reflect the need for
students to demonstrate what they have learned,
to show what they can do. It is not enough just to
say that Mary and Johnnyv took a math class; We
need to know what Mary and Johnny learned.

This approach to demonstrable progress as op-
posed to just carning “seat time” in class raises a

number of fascinating issues for educators with the .

greatest current focus on standards. If we want

Progress Report

n
X

‘{TIZENS, LIFELONG LEARNERS

children to show what they have learned that leads
to the obvious question: What should they learn
-- not just upon graduation, but at every step
throughout every grade? That debate is occur-
ring at the national level and also at the local level,
for Wyoming’s accreditation standards say the is-
sue of performance standards is to be set by local
districts with community input and not to be man-
dated by the state.

say that these areas of study are'to be. foﬁo ed to :t :

colleagues 2]

We should continue, to move dway from a
school modeled on:the. assembly line to a
model that more resembles the -old one-room
schoolhouse where students received more indi-
vidual attention, subject'matter was integrated and
children proceeded at their own pace.

16




bjective 1: The academic performance of elementary and secondary
students will increase significantly in every quartile, and the distribution of minority students
in each level will more closely reflect the student population as a whole.

(1)"*Percentage of Wyoming 11th- and 12th-grade students taking Advanced Placement (AP)
. courses for college credit... = .
1993 1992 . 1991 National
3.4 percent 2.8 percent’ "« | ¢ :=;l~9 peu,ent 7.4 percent

Percentage of Wyoming high schools that offer AP courses’.’: S
1993 © 1992 1991
34 percent 31 percent NA

1993 1992 1991
21.2 21.2 21.2

school ...
1993 1992 1991

1,641 1,530 1,40

It should be noted that those Wyoming sttldé}'_z_'r;s‘ who are {aiéihg ihe college preparatory core
curriculum had an average composite score of 22;'8...2‘)?’;},‘1‘}28 1993 ACT exam -- nearly 8
percent higher than the total median score --: While’ those: students who are taking less than
the core curriculum averaged a Compos:te Score of 20.0 -- an average of nearly 6 percent
lower score than the median. g v

bjective 2: The percentage of students who demonstrate the ability to reason, solve problems,
apply knowledge and write and communicate effectively will increase.

(1)”Percentage of Wyommg fourth-grade students who lack basic reading skiils . . .
1993 1992 1991 National
: 3_2_ percent - NA NA 43 percent

Percentage of Wyoming fourth-grade students who have reading skills considered proficient or
better . ..

1993 1992 1991 National

28 percent NA NA 24 percent

For the purposes of the NAEP assessment, basic is defined as being able to understand the
overall meaning of what is read and the ability to make obvious connections between the text
and the reader’s own experiences. To be proficient, the reader adds the ability to understand
inferential, as well as literal meanings, and to draw conclusions from what is read.

.. 1 7 Wyoming's Education




All  students will be

bjective  3:
" promote and demonstrate good citizenship, community service and personal responsibility.

involved in activities that

There are no adequate indicators in this category. Anecdotal information'would seem to indi-
cate Wyoming youth have a high level of service and civic comxmfment Some schools are
developing programs that require service as a requisite forgraduatxon Many students partici-
pate in highly-structured service programs, suchras the Cofigressional Awards program, but

many also promote servic ﬂnnugh,\church,

kg

) agt_zot be determined. 't

(4)"Percentage of Wyomizig:
in a foreign language ... ‘.
1993
.14 percent

bjective 5: All students will be know"lédé

nation and about the world community.

No indicators available.

Woar WYOMING IS DOING o o «

The process for implementing Wyoming's new
accreditation standards is moving forward rap-
idly. The State Board of Education adopted ac-
creditation standards in 1990 that require the pub-
lic schools to provide their students with 17 basic
core areas of knowledge and skills. Each public
school district, with faculty and community input,
has developed district goals and mission state-
ments, and gathered baseline data on district and
school demographics. '

rfo assist the schools in achieving the desired
result for students, the State Department of
Education is working with the Mid-Continent Re-
gional Education Laboratory to dcvelop a state-

Progress Report

‘_and’mwc groups where records are not kept or

éak voter partzczpatzon into age groups, so the partzczpatzon level of young

National
.77 percent

manmes forelgn language health-
education.

As noted, those students. who take the recom-
mended core curriculum to prepare for college aca-
demically outperform those who do.not. To pre-
pare students for what will be expected of them in
higher education, the Wyoming Department of
Education, the University of Wyoming (UW) and
the community colleges have developed the
“Courses and Choices” bro-
chure disiributed to 9th-grade
students so they know what

13
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secondary school curriculum is recommended for
college preparatory work. The University and the
colleges will continue to provide-on-site visits to
high schools to further counsel secondary school
students on how to prepare for college-level work.

Contact .
777-7675

he University of Wyoming has developed ad-
mission standards authorized by the 1991
Legislature that will begin applying to incoming
students in the fall of 1995. These standards will
be based on a combination of appropriate academic
high-school preparation and a certain grade point
average (GPA) and/or ACT testing scores. Such
standards should encourage students to take chal-
lenging subject matter in secondary school to pre-
pare for admittance to the University and a suc-
cessful college experience.

at the colleges will also help ensure seconddry
school students know what subject matter wxli be
required at the college . Ievel so they can prepare’ -
by taking the apploprxate courses m secondary
school.

Co;ztat‘t" . University of Wyoming ~
dmz.sstons office, 1 800 342 5996

Fox those studentq pursumg post—secondary vo-
atlonal training, Wyoming community
colleges have developed with the public schools a
study program of recommended courses encom-
passing the final two years of secondary school
and the first two years at a college. This *“2+2”
program offers students the opportunity to train
for a particular occupational career, such as areas
in applied technology, welding, mechanics and con-
struction.

The College Commission is also developing a
“2+2+42” program for completion
of a bachelor’s degree involving

. Wyoming Department of Educatzon

While alsc geared toward improving post-,
secondary school performance, the University:
Studies program at UW und now being finalized,

recommended courses in the final two years of high
school, two years at a community college and two
years at the University.

Contact . . . Community College Commission,

777-7763

Fifteen Wyoming school districts encompass-

s "’--‘mg 60 percent of Wyoming school children are now

part of tne"Wyo ~.i_x}_ _ hgol -University

network for practicing teacher_ ‘0 renew. and im-
prove their own skills. G 'nters for'fTéachmg and
Learning are being creat St thi UmVersxty and
within the district§?wheére professionals can col-
laborate on developihg:ne; Yfeaching techniques
and i 1mprovmg ex1stmg ethods

. ood teachers are essentxal for good schools,
but s0 are good administrators. The Task

. Force on ‘Administrator Education, formed in

1986 has developed an internship program that
“.will involve collaboration between Univer sity fac-
" ulty, specially-trained mentor principals from Part-
nership districts and selected internship candidates.
The first phase of this program, mentor training
and recruitment of internship candidates, will be-
gin this fall.
Contact . . . School-University Partnership,
766-6375

Vast distances between Wyoming communi-
ties require that Wyoming aggressively pursue
modern telecommunications technologies to pro-
vide distance learning services to its citizens. The
interactive, compressed-video service provided
over the Wyoming State Network now links 10
Wyoming communities, allowing for the exchange
of video courses for Wyoming citizens/students at
sites on the Uriversity of Wyoming and the seven
colleges plus sites at Gillette and Evanston.

19
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This system, which also can allow for the ex-
change of data over computer networks, will be
expanded in the future to additional sites, includ-
ing public school sites, so the University, colleges,
public schools, School-University Partnership and
others can further their mission through this im-
portant state network which utilizes the prlvat-
telephone network. p

nJ_}_f public radio station,
; ;f""at} ly be available in

of Wydit gxgc1tlzens
"pportumfi’e

Contacts . . . Wyoming Public-Te' evi
856-9291

KUWR-FM, 766-4240

There is a clear trend of improvement in the lndtcat'
that the schools are respondmg to the challengs of. thc

damning with faint praise.

ducation professionals in a variety of subject
~areas are fomiing new statewide links with
the private sector and na,tlonal organizations to im-
prove the qualltx, ofﬁlgstructlon in their field in
Wyoming s"c‘hgol’ *These groups include the
f R
yom) mgGeographlc Alliance, formed in con-
:/}unctlon with the National Geographic Society, to
promote geography awareness among students; the
Law-Related Education Council, which is work-
ing toward improving students’ understanding of
our judicial and legal system; and groups such as
the Council for Economic Education and Wyo- .
ming Business Week, which work with educa-
tors to increase economic literacy for our young
people.
Contacts . . . Wyoming Geographic Alliance,
766-3311
Law-Related Education Council, 632-9061

... Council for Economic Education, 766-4926

Wyoming Business Week, 778-7065

What is more encouraging is that the number of Wyommg students takmg \_Advan’tzed
Placement courses has nearly doubled in just two years ‘and that the n{xmber of & ttidems

taking the recommended college preparatory cumculum in high qchool' :ds’merea§éd y a
third in three years. :

i ?>=

If any one single factor can be given greater credit than another for thls 1rnprovement it is
the University of Wyoming’s adoption of admission standards for resident students that are
to be in effer: for the class entering in the fall of 1995. As we said at. the beginning, advise
students what is expected of them and they will meet the challenge.

Progress Report
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Most of the data presented in this part of the Progress Report focuses on college-bound
students. The State Board of Education set performance measure standards for vocational
education in 1992, and we need more data on how our students fare with those standards.

And let no stud‘én‘t“misunderstand: Those standards will be as rigorous as those set for
college-bound "'stiid,ems,. A mechanic is not less intelligent than a teacher, nor is 2
contractor less skilled thad 'a.,g?\é;ﬁ)_ipg-i,svt,\ The skills required for each job are not less, only
different. We need to get on with’défiijjng_"v&ifﬁatv_th% kill standards are, and we will discuss
that more thoroughly under Goal #5. "~k :

ua\m "'“"
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GoarL 4 ...

U.S. STUDENTS WILL BE FIRST IN THE W@RLB IN SCIENCE
AND MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT

IQ;S‘M- ~ é:throés

o : Virtually every problem and opportunity facmg
%ﬁ NoO one -- as anvone

America today -- health care, protecting the envi-
ronment, telecommunications -- will require tech-
nological skills.

hat is the future of the job market, so it must
be a key part of the present environment
within our school instruction.

1993

National

27 percent NA - 39 percent
Percentage of Wyoming 8th-grade students W oficient or advanced
skills in mathematics. . .

1993 1992

26 percent NA

1993
30 percent NA

Percentage of Wyoming 4th-grade students who were tested as havmg proficlent 0 advanced
skills in mathematics . . . '
1993 1992 '1991 National I
19 percent NA NA 18t'pe:,r:c_ent o
Under the NAEP exam, basic skills mean that the student should show some understanding
of mathematic concepts expected of that age group, while a student with proficient skills can
apply those concepts to problem solving. At the fourth-grade level, for example, a question
regarding a basic skill level might simply ask the student to measure the longest side of a
rectangle with a ruler. while a question at the proficient level might ask the student to mea-
sure distances between several points, add the distances and then round the
number off to the nearest whole number.

Progress Report
N

<




(2)°Percentage of all Wyoming secondary-school students (grades 9-12) enrolled in mathematics

courses. .. . 4
1993 1992 1991 National
76 percent - T4 percent NA 87 percent

Percentage of Wyoming secondary students eni:olled n science courses . . .
1993 - . 1992 199 ‘ K
67 percent 60 percent NA “7¢ :

bjective 2: The number of teachers with a substantive background in mathenaf s.«ai}"d;science
will increase to 50 percent. ' 35 5

as a college major. ..
1993 1992 1991
NA 31 percent NA

/aniced mathematics courses who are

female...
1993
48 percent

National
46 percent

percenz*of tho.se students enroiled in advanced chemzstry courses are female and 56 percent
of those s;‘udents en rolled in: advanced bzology courses are female. However, less than a third

@) Z‘Percentage ot Wyommg fourth-grade female students who were tested as having proficient
or better mathematxcs skills.". .

1993 . . 1992 - 1991 National

17 percent. -~ NA DA NA 16 percent

Percentage of Wyoming fourth-grade male students who were tested as having proficient or bet-

ter mathematics skills... "
1993 1992 1991 National
22 percent NA NA 19 percent
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Percentage of Wyoming eighth-grade female students who were tested as having proficient or
better mathematics skills . . . .

1993 1992 1991 -~ National

26 percent 20 percent NA '3 percent

Percentage of Wyommg eighth- grade male studentS' Wh0~,we1"e tested as having proficient or bet-

ax{i

"'1991 National
NA 24 percent

comes Project produced documents outlining
o ,., suggested goals for the disciplines which have been
Bﬁikﬁ‘ D. Eisenhower Math-- endorsed by the State Board of Education. The

e{ ucatlon Act, Wyorning  Project will continue to include the assessment of
*’ llion each year for  both science and mathematics outcomes.

» .

Iso continuing are such professional devel-
opment organizations as Project
FutureSclence, the Wyommg Mathematics

attendance at sta“
eaces in mathematlcs and science.

wo committees have worked for the past year “:
to formulate outcomes or goal statements for
use by the districts in the development of the
global and course outcomes for mathematics and
science. The Science and Mathematics Qut-

é While we remain concerned about the overall performa.nce of Wyommg students n
mathematics and the sciences, there is encouraging news here, as well,gMore Wyoming

students are taking mathematics and science courses especxally advam.e g OULSes;. thdn’ in
previous years. '

The National Assessment of Edcuational Progress shows some improvement in overall

mathematics skills, especially among fcmale students -- a populatxon that hdS not been well-
served in the past.

The message that mathematics and science skills are needed and that these
courses cannot be avoided seems to be sinking in.

Progress Report 2 7




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Hopefully, we will one day be beyond the notion that people are either born with skills in
_ these areas or they are not. It is interesting to again cite University of Michigan profes-
sor Dr. Harold Stevenson’s study which found when American students were asked what is
most important to understanding subject matter they responded “having a good ieacher” ~
Asian students, who outperform American kids in mathcmatics and sciences, responded that
student effort is the mbsjc’.fimpo;tant element in understanding a subject.

oo n

r I Yhere is a large lesson for us in bol;h._ajﬁ‘s"w_ers;a« .
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GoAL 5 . . «

EVERY ADULT WILL BE LITERATE AND WILL POSSESS THE
KNOWLEBGE AND SKILLS NECESSARY TO .COMPETE IN A
GLOBAL ECONOMY AND EXERCISE-THE:

rHE: RIGHTS AND

TILENSHIP

f Wyoming has learned one thing during the past

decade of seeking to diversify our economy, it
is that prospective employers place the greatest
emphasis on having a readily-available skilled work
force.

ability t5coripiite ai:

lve problems and to func-
tion in society J50:ha)

Have.new terms, such as The implication of this goal is also that learn-
: ing does not end at the 12th grade or even upon
earning a Ph.D., but is a life-long activity that is
essential if we are to remain productive citizens
who can fully participate in the American dream.

This goal, then,’is farm Ljiety
may appear on initial revi¢w. Thi goal’sia
ensure that Wyoming and Ameficahave askille
work force able to accomodate therapi
in technology and economics '

between education and work.

No indicators available.

This is quite obviously an important element in the inzprogémergi of our schools.. Ifthere
is a flaw in this objective, it is the statement that every m;gj‘g;{f'-‘l}it,sinem"be' involved..
There is no reason why every business, regardless of size, shodl\d_-ﬁ@t be working with thé «
schools in its area. Some of the most exciting business-edu¢ati5iz5partnerships in:‘W‘y;Q-.: ;
ming involve small businesses, but in every instance those partnerships prove mutually -
beneficial. B

bje~tive 2: All warkers have the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills, from basic to
highly technical, needed to adapt to emerging new technologies, work methods and markets
through public and private educational, vocational, technical, workplace or other programs.

(1)**Number of General Education Degree certificates issued in Wyoming. ..
1993 1992 1991 National
1,228 1.304 1,026

Progress Wepord

e 26
R P




Number of Wyoming high-school dropouts . . .

1993 1992 1991 National
1,642 . 1,406 1,240 NA

A survey conducted three—year.s ago estimated Wyoming's adult zllzteracy rate at 7 per-
~ent, uszng the new federal d'efmmon for literacy. The federal government defines
literacy as "an individual's ability to.read* Write. and speak in English, and compute and
solve problems at levels of proficiency nécéssary: #Hdnithe, }@b in society and to
achieve one's goals and develop one's knowledge and p6téniial. F’w’igés:én%w a broad

term variously described as having the skills needed to access s6& ! M ”""’“7‘ ?‘zf
one's child in school. ?2_5

«:i’"
.
While 7 percent was one of the nation's lowest illiteracy rates, it should b“’ {
figure represents 21,000 Wyoming adults.

That survey.also estimated that some 47,000 Wyoming adult reszden e I;if;g[‘é{‘a
diploma or equzvalent and thct nearly 16, 000 adult residents. hé e'e §

programs in Wyoming . ..

ggéee 1991 1986
S NA 2

er ‘_fage of Wyommg commumty college students who are age 25 or older . . .

5 1993 ' ~1992 1991 National

\,60,,2 pe_rcent 64,perccnt.' L NA NA
Percentage of. Wyommg community- college students who are age 40 or older . . .

1993. .5 ¢+ .0 - 1992 - .+ . 199] National

23.3percent 24 percent - - " NA NA
(3)2"Percentage of total University of Wyoming students who are age 25 or older...

1993 1992 1991 National

39 percent 41 percent NA NA
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Percentage of UW students at the Laramie campus who are age 25 or older . ..

1992
32 percent

1993
32 percent

1991
NA

National
\:_NA

bjective 4: The proportion of those qualified students (especially jnihorities) who enter col-

substantially.

(1)"Percentage of L]} ]
1993 . FE 51
prperces 6 percent

yoming’s Adult Basic Education pro
gram serves more than 3,000 state resi-
dents. Wyoming spends some $800,000 annually
on ABE -- two-thirds of that amount being federal
funds. Wyoming’s community colleges assume the
primary responsibility for providing ABE courses.
That commiument was reinforced this year in the
Community College Commission budget which set
aside a special budget line item for ABE to ensure
the current level of effort is maintained.

Wyoming’s ABE programs have several com-
ponents, including an intergenerational literacy
program that integrates parent and child literacy.
Realizing that parents are their childrens’ first
teacher, these programs combine education for
both parent and child at the same instructional site.
This program is particularly beneficial for those

Progress Report

( ﬁggyhﬁ;ﬁ?é:ﬁliﬁority students . ..
F 1991
NA

R

lege, who complete at least two years and who cqmp(geteﬁ-tlgg,’y;-dégree programs will increase

National
NA

retention rate at the University of Wyoming -- that is, the percentage of
ho return for a second year -- is 71 percent. The community college
te, which is the percentage of students earning cn associate’s degree as a

literacy 1nWy&Qk g )
sonnel from ABE¢énters, libr,

governmental personnel and citizens
terested in furtheting public awareng!

probléms and solutions

i€ ‘state. W_,}d}rling’s

3.

 first-ever statewide conferénce o litéracy was held
' Jast Ajril, to increase publi¢:awareness about lit-

eracy issues and to inform Wyoming citizens about
literacy efforts throughout the. state.

Contact . . . 'Wyoming Alliance for Literacy,
268-2230




yoming, through a grant sought by the Uni

versity, is one of only five states with a lit-
eracy program operated by Volunteers in Service
to America (VISTA). The. literacy VISTA mis-
sion is to assist with new hteracy program imple-
mentation and expansion’ Smce Jts inception in
May 1991, the VISTA hteracy prograrn in. Wyo-

ming now involves 13 sites around the statee L

Contact . . . UW Division of Lifelong Learning,

766-6353

Wyoming Opportunities for Work (WOW)
is now in full operation around the state, including
full-service operations in 10 counties. WOW is part
of Wyoming’s overall effort at welfare reform, and
under the program, welfare recipients are provided
with educational counseling and services and can,
in select instances, be required to go to school as a
condition for receiving benefits.

Contact . . . Wyoming Department of Famil y
Services, 777-7561

Publxc libraries arc important: prov1ders of
adult learning services: While each hbrary. i
different, some are adulnlearnm‘r sites thatita

projects involving hterady both in readxrig and i m; "
using new mformahon technologies; All are ari irn-

portant mformatxon ‘resource- for those who are
contmumg thelr education.
Contact Wyommg State Lzb"ary, 777-7281
Llfelong learning is a tunctxon of all
Wyoming’s institutions of higher learning. Enroll-
ment of older students is mcreasmg rapidly, and a
variety of strategies are in place to reach out to
adult students. On-campus, the University and the
colleges provide adult leamning centers to help older
students arrive or return to college. Off-campus,
the University and the colleges are using new dis-
tance learning technologies, such as compressed
video, to reach citizens who, for various reasons,

cannot travel to a campus for instruction.. Com-
munities without a college are forming Boards of
Cooper .ve Educational Services (BOCES) to
contract for a variety of higher education services.

The Post-Seéondary Education Planning
and Coordination Council, created by the 1991

‘&Lecl,slature, has developed a long-term plan for

10T inW; ommg that will encompasss

_min; ”coni‘pames eith _.prowde literacy training or
ime to develop literacy skilis.

T thS*Deparfment of Labor’s Commission

.on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS) offers
frafn_eviro’t'k for employers and employees to un-
érstand what is required to hold a decent job and

“earn a decent wage. At the state level, the Job

Training Partnership Act offered remediation
training to 233 youth and 269 adults last year. An
innovative job training program in Wyoming is the
Alternative Transitional Center in Gillette where
those working to receive a high school diploma or
equivalent are given employee training and work
experience through a store operated at the Center.
Students are rotated among the various jobs at the
store which sells items manufactured or crafted by
some of the students themselves.

Contacts . . .
Wyoming Department of Employment, 777-7672
U.S. Department of Labor SCANS,
1-800-788-SKILL

As an extension of some of the efforts listed
above, Wyoming has received a $200,000
planning grant from the U.S. Department of

Wyoming's Education
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Labor, in cooperation with the U.S. Department
of Education, to develop a comprehensive School
to Work transition program. Wyoming has devel-
oped a team of representatives from relevant state
agencies to begin the process of determining how
best to serve students who are not on the college-

bound track, but who will need a hlgh level of skﬂls,

to enter the workforce. Lwe

Wyoming to reaé aIlAgoaT

'_erms of support for adult education -- i.e., child care and

could include the development of apprentice or
intern programs, and the development of indus-
try-by-industry skill standards. Thanks to the
University of Wyoming admission standards, col-
lege-bound students iow know what prerequisites
are required for entry into college. So too, stu-

: vdénfglse_eking to enter directly into the work force
»:should also know what knowledge and skills are

required for those jobs.

Contact . . . Wyoming Department of Education,

777-7415

transportation -+ but our, hteraoy'programs operated primarily through our community
colleges, provide quahty Servu:es that;are ava&lable to most who need them.

More importantly, while somethmg that is:

dlfﬁcult to put into numbers, there is a clear

sense that business is becoming a‘mote dctive pdrtner n- éducatlon at every level. While
education is more than just a means to get a ]ob itis 1mportant that students understand what

skills are needed for certain vocations and how scboo A

relevant to the pursult of those skills.

Progress Report
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GoarL 6 ...
EVERY SCHOOL WILL BE FREE OF DRUGS AND VIOLENCE
AND WILL OFFER A DISCIPLINED ENVIRONMENT

CONDUCIVE TO LEARNING

Na issue currently,c concerns Amerxcam more  tore- schedule athletic contests to daytime when
than the 1ssu“'f of v1olence, partmularly among it is safer.
our youth.'We'in Wy

that violenee :ha

; Ihg often like to believe
15 elsewhere, in urban areas

L earning cannot occur when students fear for
their safety. Learning requires discipline. We
in Wyoming have an opportunity missed by
California and New York, Chicago and
Washington. We can get ahead of the curve and
prevent much violent behavior before it happens.
But that will require quick and resolute action. As
you will see, the signs are there to warn us of the
consequences of inaction.

tion of drugs and alcohol.

No indicators available.

N

The W)ommg Leglslature lzas ensured each Wyom ng. ¢h ll i one i
’1"h.e,p.olzcy'0~ dnugs;'f

5

fr()m tobacco use. sze alcolzol tobacco isalsoa gateway drug that’ can'l ady
other drug use. Not every smoker will use marijuana or stronger illegal drugs, but i
true that some 90 percent of illicit drug users also use tobacco: Any war on. drugS’ Z:
to begin on the frontline. We cannot wait to warn youth of the dangersrof drug'abuse
only when they turn to drugs society has outlawed

The following information was revealed by the comprehensive sulvey of Wyommg high
school students conducted last spring . o

=4 45.9 percent of 12th-grade males and 32.6 percent of 12th-grade females
reported having a drink of alcoho!l on at least three days in the
month preceding the survey. '
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(=4 46.2 percent of all 12th-grade students reported they had been drunk

(having had 5 consecutive drinks) at least once in the month preceding the
survey. a

e 7.6 percem of all students had at least one drink of alcohol on school
property‘in; the month precedmg the survey.

=4 27.6 percent of all studen surveyed repqrted they had tried marijuana
with half of those saying they had*hsg«(n;gn uahazté;g ﬁes or more.

prescnptlon.

55 é“:w
étiierto ensure that

(8T 3

bjective 2: Parents, businesses and commaunity orgamzatwns
schoolis are a safe haven for all children. :

National

NA
1991 Natlonal
5,195 NA
Number of Juvemles arrested i Wyommg for violent crimes™ .
1993:.- R 1992 = 1991 National
Ste s - 0 48 L NA
Number of juveniles arrested in Wyoming for burglary or theft . . .
1993 S 1992 1991 Nationel
1,541 1,498 1,365 NA

Number of juveniles arrested in Wyoming for driving under the influence.. .

1993 1992 1991 National
81 73 75 NA
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Number of juveniles arrested in Wyoming for all other alcohol-related offenses . . .

1993 1992 1991 ~National

1,297 ' 1,199 1,274 NA
Number of juveniles arrested in Wyoming for drug offensess’.’. ... -

1993 199 99T : National

73 o 44 NA

1991 National
5 12 NA

e 20 and under account for about 11 percent of all licensed drivers,
inore than 15 percent of all drunk driving arrests indicating youth are

(4)**Number of suic; in’ volving citizens age 19 or under. ..
1993 G, 1991 National
11 NA
Suicide rate for Wyoming youth (p_fr,(
1993 1992 "o National
26.3 35.6 131
A survey of Wyoming high-school students. furhe; vedled tF & efcent of those

surveyed said they had seriously attempted suicide in
those who tried were serious enough in their attenipt to-enid their life to cause injury,
poisoning or overdose that require treatment by a doctor orhurse. '

Number of persons in Wyoming below age 19 who were treated b
1993 1992 1991 ‘
3,993 4,050 NA

Federal estimates conclude that some 18,000 Wyoming youth have clinicézlly.‘ej'?ide_nt"
mental health problems, nearly 8,000 could be classified as seriously emotionally dis<.
turbed and 1,800 Wyoming adolescents meet the definition of being chemically depen-
dent. R ST

(5)*Number of child-abuse complaints/substantiations in Wyoming ...

1993 1992 1991 - National
3,272/1,496 3,260/1,493 3,141/1,440 NA
e e
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Other attitudes among our youth learned by the comprehensive survey of Wyoming high
school students conducted last spring . .

= 43.8 percent of all male high school students reported they had carried a
weapon t6 school in the 30 days preceding the survey. Of those who carried
a weapon, 44:§-pgr§¢nt said the weapon they brought to school was a gun.

© 8.6 percent of all studeits survéyed

1K) said they had been threatened or
injured with a weapon on schod per

LA the
=4 31.8 percent of all students surveyed had propei'ty s
school property in the year preceding the survey.

% zfz""_‘g’g»%
=2 3.6 percent of the students surveyed said they had skipped schgof%ge
once in the month preceding the survey because they felt the%gvﬁf‘p‘ldi

unsafe at school or on their way to or from school. é‘\?‘g&%&

P TSR
&;}j{smal
ght'said the
d:pércent were
e

0P '}gq_p?:eh}zhsive K-12 drug and alcohol prevention edu
}‘éqﬁféic’l&m should be taught as an integral part of health

gsed.teams should be organized to provide studen‘’s and

pr;nc:pals and teachers found that 80 percent of those principals

S

) yed, but just 63pqrcentof teachers surveyed, said their school offered a health

~education class. This would indicate disagreement even among educators as to what a
health classis. Nor is there data on what that health class may cover. Those surveyed
fe’pdf;‘ed these classes ranged from 5 hours of coursework to 150 hours. It is also un-
cléar how. many -- if any at all - offer‘a truly comprehensive program from kinder-
garter ihr'ough high school graduation. ..
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WoAT WYOMING IS DOING « o'«

The Governor’s Drug and Alcohol Policy
Board makes recommendations for state policy
on drug and alcohol abuse prevention, and admin-
isters federally-funded grants which go to local

community programs to prevent drug and alcohols

abuse. Since its 1ncept10n m(,»l?&?f“the bOafd
dlstrlbuted nearly,ﬁgfgﬁ" %on ait,s hd 6is‘and

TR

'-suf)st :

: x,exemplary comraunity- and
} ﬁ'régnams are also in place across
C -”‘hﬁé§é@%_ grams are Drug Abuse

AR E.) which provides
"dents with the so-
cial skills need jing.involved in

drugs.

teens know they share the saizie problemq 'r
less of their social identity. '

Target WY Project focuses on youths already
involved in positive activities who are then trained

S

Three-years ago, in our first Wyoming Lducatlon Progress Report\weﬁe}tpre 'éd
some of our strongest concerns in regard;to.our progress in meetmq_thts gpal
Unfortunately, drugs and violence remain maJor problems for our youth §

to work in their schools and communities to tar-
get substance abuse.

The I C.A.R.E. Hptlme is available to some
40,000 students throughout the state to give high
school&t:qderftg rofitlet to discuss personal prob-

| '\;artonymously with appropriately trained per-

he Drug-Free School Zones approved by the

1991 Legislature increases regularly pro-
scribed penalties for drug dealing when that activ-
ity occurs near a public school. The intent is to
both discourage drug dealers from congregating
around our schools, and to let children know we
care about their welfare and want to empower them
to say no to drugs.

The Legislature also banned the sale of to-
bacco to minors to send the message that the use
of tobacco by children is not acceptable. Surveys
%i%ow the typical Wyoming youth who smokes be-
: gng!tobacco at the age of 12. The penalty
tabaceo to minors is a fine of not more
ogth_conwcted of illegally pur-
jagt to fmec or are ordered

I

Substantiated instances of child abuse, reported 1n01dents of domestic: v101ence an, arrests
of juveniles for virtually all types of crime are up from previous years. These increases:may, in
part, be due to a heightened awareness of these problems, but one 'mnot help but ‘sense that
violence and fear of violence, particularly, seems to be on the rise.

¢ noted earlier that surveys do not lend themselves to comparison as more objective
data. However, in reviewing the 1991 Wyoming Youth Risk Behavior
Survey and comparing it to the survey taken in 1993 there is reason to be only o A
TR

slightly encouraged ~ and reason (o be greatly discouraged.
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The survey questions are not identical between the two years, but we can extrapolate
some trends from the data presented. The stronger illegal drugs, like cocaine, do seem to be

falling from favor ~ though it has always involved a relatively small number of Wyoming
youth. St

All in all, we are not clearly reversing the social proble:ns of drug abusgy
This time we must say we are headed in the wrong direction and give ou
down."
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Wyomine EpucarioNn Geais . ..

The 1990 Wyoming Legislature established seven state goals fo_q _ed_qc’ﬁ_;ﬁoh .

&
T “ ‘

Wthh encourages students to pursue traditional, technical or vocational
post-secondary educational opportunities and trains them for

B employment in a highly technical and global economy.

Goal 7

nation.

The fact is that these goals, while certainly
having some merit, are inadequate. They have failed
to capture the attention of the public or state policy
makers.

ittle attention is paid to whether Wyoming is

making progress toward these goals or not.
In some instances, they lack relevance to the busi-
ness of teaching students. Low pupil-teacher ra-
tios may have great impact in lower grades, but in
higher grades may be insignificant compared to
many other factors. In other instances, they are

Progress Report
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out rate rankmg among the lowest 1
tionally may be meaningless if the natxonal.,drop—
out rate is unacceptably high. R

It is time to re-think our Wyomning-specific
goals, and to develop goals.or objectives which
will have the support of the public, parents, edu-
cators and policy makers. These goals should have
relevance to what we have learned are the best

teaching practices, and be goals which can be mea-

surcd.
I3




To that end, we offer the following suggestions . .

We do not offer spec&ﬁc goals here. The development of those goals should be a process involving a

wide variety of participants, We, do suggest that new goals, complementary to the national goals, could
be developed in the following’ areas :

A

nothing could so radically improve our children’s education as much as theigqn
ment by parents to read to or with their child just 15 to 30 minutes eae}ikﬁf
parents to read to their children is just one of many ways we nee}gi.'_;ﬂ_"'- o
schools, and schools to families.

& Teachers and leaders . . .

mg th, ghool day and school year is already a goal of the State Board of Educatlon When we
conipare testscores between ‘American students and those overseas, one fact often over-
looked 13 that many foreign students smply spend more time in school. Consider Germany,
‘ where' students attend school an average 'of 210 days per year, compared to our 175 student
| days. Over 12 years, German students gét essentially two ~. re years of schooling than U.S.
children. A high"school senior in Germany, then, has spent as much time in school as an
American student completmg an associate’s degree at a community college.
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& Space . . .

En Wyoming, the public school is the center of comm:: nity life. It is the primary place for
citizens - enjoy plays, concerts, athletic events, lectures, meeting space and continuing
education. Yu the school building is probably under- utlhzed The morc the community can

eeeee

$00¢ _panacea for education, access to appropriate technology will become in
: ,reasn;tgly important for a variety of reasons. First, knowledge of, and comfort with,

thl become increasingly important in the work place. Second, as schools move to
Vidy ai'zed study and instruction, technology can be an important tool in that effort -

RSN
\ ”f aswe 1l as students. Finally, in a scate where our small population is spread over
a large é’%}n?&fﬁgtggecomputer and video technology can be alink to instructors and librar-

sk

d%an&,make a community’s isolation insignificant in terms of the edu-

standards and challenging, relevant cours
cal body becomes stronger w1th exerc1se

ally headed for college. The time has come t0° do>' _
espec1ally those seeking to enter the work force or trammg<

different way, but ail should work toward the same goals.:
& A giobal view . . .

ention the term “ethnic melting pot” and most of us- thmk of places like New York

City. Yet, historian Patricia Limerick has noted that- Wyomlng and the West are, in
many ways, the most cosmopolitan region in the ndtlon. The flags of Great Britaitt; France,
Spain and Mexico have flown over Wyoming temtory at one time or anothér, Asian- and
African-Americans were some of our earliest settlers, mingling with our Native inhabitants.
Today, Wyoming companies export products to two-dozen foreign countrles. Yet, Wyoming
students take less foreign language courses and, arguably, have less exposure to foreign cul-
tures than peers in other states. We should not produce citizens with. parochial views in a
global society.
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& Business partnersllip .« .

En subtle and direct ways schools follow the lead of business. For 50 years our ¢ :hools
mimicked the factory mentality of industry, moving students along in compact units, each
teacher perforrmng dcertain task, all at the direction of management from the top. Today,
business is changlng Eecmons are made collectively with input from all levels. Collaboration
and team work are replacing’ ngtd trttcturesgg V(The ability to analyze and act are valued. Schools
are changing, too. That change w1Ilfoccur"W tégracefull Ly, ar and more easily if there is a true
partnership betvzeen education and business.” aeh}\shg 1d jap i s

of the school or business, for help and support. T

& Healthy choices . . .

. . . 5 }éfﬁ?
We have also talked extensively in this report about how the health 9 »@Mggi cf \(
affects their academic performance. We are not doing what we s ﬁ{( @
regard to preventative health care in Wyoming. We need an effectlve ca '_ ”3;’;'9 the
unhealthy images prevalent in popular culture. We need to bu11 ‘ g} gt‘il K-12
comprehensive health curriculum and address the very real probi i

2
frtélé%x‘a’ncy, vio-
lence drug and alcohol abuse, eating dlsorders sexuall = ’l (m y ‘,;M: n:‘preventable

f
itte
; iy young people
%%% éf Wyy g peop

) ebefore not only within the educatlon community,
_ \ f i1 also between education and health, social welfare, law
enforcement ~and other enttttes'whose charge is to help Wyoming citizens, young and old,

3 _xtearting requires dlsmplme Students must be able to focus on the teacher and the task at
s4'hand.’ .Distuptions in class penalize all the students in that class. Outside of the class-

room students should feel secure. The school yard should not be a place of fear, but a safe
“haven: The school yard should not be: -a place of fear, but a safe haven. The community must
value. xts chxldren and their safety. We in Wyoming are fortunate that the random violence that
terrorizes the youth of our large cities is still unknown hcre, but we must be aware that some

of these ills, like gangs, have begun to trickle into Wyoming and appropriate action must be
taken.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO ¢ ¢ «

This checklist provided in last year’s report is as relevant today as it was then, and will remain so
always. ..

die Ig{imple Don’ tengage in risky behavior
A ReAd 10

or library. They can help

> Care for your child . . .

S tart takmg care of your chlld before it’s born. Seek appropmate:fli '

b

and dental checkups Problems can be overcome more easﬂ _1f ‘the:,
An ounce of prevention is literally more valuable than pounds f clite. Ensure’ you chll

receives plenty of exercise and proper nutrition. Remember to s 4 ‘_-a good example
self. E 3

2 Love your child . ..

ood health and a sharp mine® can still be for naught if a child lacks unconditional
love and self-esteem. Expect the best from-your child and they wxll respond Ex-
pect the worse, and that’s what you will get.

Expecting the best is what this report is about. We can be proud that generally our studen!s out-
perform the national average on some standardized tests, but in some areas of be-
havior we do worse than the national average. Everywhere we must do better. Wiil
you help see that we do?
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

2

s
o™

S f‘sgii. .

TEACHERS AND LEABERS"

- HEALTHY CHOICES

- MIANY SCHOOLS . . « ONE SYSTEM
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Wyoming Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, age or disability in admission or aeccess (o, or ireatment or employment in its
educational programs or activities. Inquiries concerning Title VI, Title IX, Section 304, and ADA
may be referred to Wyoming. Department of Educaiion, Office for Civil Rights Coordinaior,
Hathaway Building, 2nd Floor, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002-0050, or 307/777-6198, or the Office
of Civil Rights, Region VHI, U.S. Department of Educalion, Federal: Building, Suite 310, 1244
Speer Boulevard, Denver, Colorado 80204-3582, or 303/844-35694 or TDD 303/844-3417. This
publication will be provided in an altermative format upon request.
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