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Preface

Biography Today is a magazine designed and written for the young reader--
aged 9 and above—and covers individuals librarians and teachers tell us
young people want to know about most: entertainers, athletes, writers,
illustrators, cartoonists, and political leaders.

In its first year (Volume 1, 1992), Biography Today was published four times.
Beginning with Volume 2, 1993, Biography Today will be published three
times a year, in January, April, and September. We have made this change
to adapt our publishing schedule more closely to the school year. Despite
this change in frequency, the total number of pages will not change. We
had initially planned to produce four issues of approximately 100 pages
each; now we plan three issues of 150 pages each, with a hardbound
cumulation of approximately 400 pages.

The Plan of the Work

The publication was especially created to appeal to young readers in a
format they can enjoy reading and readily understand. Each issue con-
tains approximately 20 sketches arranged alphabetically. Each entry pro-
vides at least one picture of the individual profiled, and bold-faced rubrics
lead the reader to information on birth, youth, early memories, educa-
tion, first jobs, maitiage and family, career highlights, memorable
experiences, hobbies, and honors and awards. Each of the entries ends
with a list of easily accessible sources designed to lead the student to fur-
ther reading on the individual and a current address. Obituary entries
are also included, written to provide a perspective on an individual's
entire career. Obituaries are clearly marked in both the table of contents
and at the beginning of the entry.

Biographies are prepared by Omni editors after extensive research, utilizing
the most current materials available. Those sources that are generally
available to students appear in the list of further reading at the end of
the sketch.

New Feature—Brief Entries

Beginning with Volume 3, Biography Today will include Brief Entries of .
approximately two pages each. These will cover people who are just com-
ing to the attention of our readers, but haven't yet received a good deal
of media coverage, so little research is available on them. Examples of peo-
ple profiled in Brief Entries in this issue include Elizabeth Pine, winner
of the 1993 Westinghouse Science Talent Search, Geoff Hooper, winner
of the 1993 National Spelling Bee, and Daisy Fuentes, host of "“MTV
Internacional” All Brief Entries are clearly marked in the table of contents
and at the beginning of the entry.

Indexes

To provide easy access to entries, each issue of Biogmphy Today contains
a Name Index, a General Index covering occupations, organizations, and
ethnic and minority origins, a Places of Birth Index, and a Birthday
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.Index. These indexes cumulate with each succeeding issue. The three
yearly issues are cumulated annually and are available in a hardbound
volume, with cumulative indexes.

Our Advisors

This magazine was reviewed by an Advisory Board comprised of librarians,
children’s literature specialists, and readirig instructors so that we could
make sure that the concept of this publication—to provide a readable and
accessible biographical magazine for young readers—was on target. They
evaluated the title as it developed, and their suggestions have proved
invaluable. Any errors, however, are ours alone. We'd like to list the
Advisory Board members, and to thank them for their efforts.

Sandra Arden Troy Public Library
Troy, MI
Gail Beaver Ann Arbor Huron High School Library and

the University of Michigan School of
information and Library Studies
Ann Arbor, MI

Marilyn Bethel Pompano Beach Branch Library
Pompano Beach, FL

Eileen Butterfield Waterford Public Library
Waterford, CT

Linda Carpino Detroit Public Library
Detroit, Ml
Helen Gregory Grosse Pointe Public Library
Grosse Pointe, MI
Jane Klasing School Board of Broward County
Fort Lauderdale, FL
Marlene Lee Broward County Publi- Library System
- Fort Lauderdale, FL
Judy Liskov Waterford Public Library

Waterford, CT
Sylvia Mavrogenes ~ Miami-Dade P iblic Library System

Miami, FL

Carole . McCollough Wayne State University School of Library Science
Detroit, MI

Deborah Rutter Russell Library
Middletown, CT

Barbara Sawyer Groton Public Library and Information Center
Groton, CT

Renee Schwartz School Board of Broward County

Fort Lauderdale, FL.
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Lee Sprince Broward West Regional Library
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Susan Stewart Birney Middle School Reading Laboratory
Southfield, MI

Ethel Stoloff Birney Middle School I ibrary
Southfield, MI

Our Advisory Board stressed to us that we should not shy away from con-
troversial or unconventional people in our profiles, and we have tried to
follow their advice. The Advisory Board also mentioned that the sketches
might be useful in reluctant reader and adult literacy programs, and we
would value any comments librarians and teachers might have about the
suitability of our magazine for those purposes.

Two New Series

In response to the growing number of suggestions from our readers, we
have decided to expand the Biography Today family of publications.
Biography Today Author Series, to be published in mid-1994, will be a
200-page hardbound volume covering 20 authors of interest to the reader
aged 9 and above. The length and format of the entries will be like those
found in the regular issues of Biography Today, but there will be 1o duplica-
tion between the two publications.

Kings, Queens, and Leaders of Africa will be the first volume published in
the new Leaders of the World Series. This 200-page hardbound volume, ready
in mid-1994, will cover between 30 and 40 leaders of Africa and will feature
historical as well as modern figures. The biographical entries will be similar
in format and content to those found in Biography Today. Please see the
bind-in card for order information.

Your Comments Are Welcome

Our goal is to be accurate and up-to-date, to give young readers infor-
mation they can learn from and enjoy. Now we want to know what you
think. Take a look at this issue of Biography Today, on approval. Write or
call me with your comments, We want to provide an excellent source of
biographical information for yourg people. Let us know how you think
we're doing.

And here’s a special incentive: review our list of people to appear in up-
coming, issues. Use the bind-in card to list other people you want to see
in Biogmphy Today. If we include someone you suggest, your library wins
a free issue, with our thanks, Please see the bind-in card for details.

And take a look at the next page, where we've listed those libraries and
individuals that will be receiving a free copy of this issue for their
suggestions.

Laurie Harris
Editor, Biography Today
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations ko the following individuals and libraries, who are receiving
a free copy of Biography Today, Vol. 3, No. 1, for suggesting people who

appear in this issue:

Aliez 1.5.D.
Aliez, TX
Shirley Rosson

Buckley Country Day School
Seadingtown, NY
Pooja Sinha

Camden Fairview Middle School
Camden, AR
Marva M. Marks

East China Schools
East China, Ml
Janelle Cavis

East Liberty Branch Library
Pittsburgh, PA
Amy G. Korman

Eastover Elementary School
Charlotte, NC

Linda Eveleth
Valencia, CA

Highland Park Public Schools
Instructional Materials Center
Highland Park, Ml
Shelia Jones

City of Inglewood Public Library
Inglewood, CA
Kay lkuta

Lucas Krolak
Brooklyn, NY

Laurel Springs School Library
Laurel Springs, NJ
Andrew Gersham

Serena Liu
Woodhaven, NY

Tara Quell
Cedar Rapids, 1A

Jo-Lin Shih
Woodhaven, NY

Jacinda Treadway
San Jose, CA

Tri-Valley School Library
Healy, AK
Judy Engleman

University City Public Library
University City, MO
Marilyn Phillips




OBITUARY

Marian Anderson 1897-1993

American Classical, Opera, and Spiritual Singer
First Black American to Sing at the White
House and to Sing with the Metropolitan Opera

BIRTH

Marian Anderson was born February 17, 1897, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. (Throughout her professional career she gave her
birth date as February 27, 1902, but the earlier date and year
were verified on her birth certificate after her death.) She was the
first child of John Anderson, who sold ice and coal, and Anna
Anderson, who had been a school teacher before the birth of
her children. Marian had two younger sisters, Alyce and Ethel.
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EARLY MEMORIES

Anderson always loved music and began to sing at three. In her auto-
biography, My Lord, What a Morning, she tells of how she “sat at the table
or on a little bench, beating out some sort of rhythm with my hands a~d
feet and la-la-la-ing a vocal accompaniment. Some people might say that
these were the first signs of music in me. [ would only say that I felt cozy
and happy.”

EARLY MUSIC BACKGROUND

Marian was singing in the choir at the Union Baptist Church in
Philadelphia by the time she was six. By the time she was eight, she had
earned her first fee—50 cents—for singing at church. Flyers circulated in
her neighborhood bid audiences to “Come and hear the baby contraltc”
at Union Baptist.

Even as a child, Marian Anderson had an incredible range—three
octaves—and she was able to sing all four parts in hymns—soprano, alto,
tenor, and bass. In her career as a singer, Anderson sang as a contralto,
the range between the tenor and the alto voice, but even as a young girl,
she sang well outside that range. By the time she was 13, she was singing
in the adult choir at her church, and if one of the soloists in any voice
part couldn’t perform, Marian sang the piece.

She loved instrumental music, too. When she was eight, her father bought
a piano from his brother, and Marian began to play. She also bought a -
violin, saving her earnings from scrubbing steps (five cents for a whole
set), and buying a violin for $3.98 that the owner claimed was “just short
of being a Stradivarius.” She played it till it fell apart.

YOUTH

John Anderson died of a brain tumor when Marian was 12, and the deeply
grieving family moved in with John's parents. Anderson said in her
autobiography that she knew at her father’s death that “tragedy had
moved into our house!” She remembered her strong-willed paternal grand-
mother as “a large woman used to being the boss of her own house and
the people in it,” who was a domineering force in the lives of her grand-
children and their mother.

Marian’s mother went to work right after her husband died, working as
a domestic laborer, cleaning stores, and taking in laundry. The children
helped whenever they could, delivering laundry or pitching in at home.
Anderson remained devoted to her mother and credited this humble, hard-

working woman with giving her the strength to face all the challenges
of life.
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MARIAN ANDERSON

EDUCATION—SCHOOL AND MORE MUSIC

Anderson attended local grade schools in Philadelphia. She did well in
school, enjoying spelling bees and speech classes and joining the Camp
Fire Girls. She first attended high school at William Penn High School,
taking commercial courses like typing and shorthand to prepare her for
a clerical job. But she knew that most of all she wanted to study music.
She sang in the school chorus and once, when performing a solo, so
impressed an influential member of the community that he claimed ”I
don’t understand why this girl is taking shorthand and typewriting. She
should have a straight college preparatory course and do as much as possi-
ble in music” Anderson was transferred to South Philadetphia High
School, where the principal, Dr. Lucy Wilson, took a special interest in her.

When she was 15, Anderson first encountered the racism that was to
plague her career. She was denied the right to apply to a Philadelphia
music school because, the clerk told her, “we don't take colored.” The
experience stunned her. “It was my first contact with the blunt, brutal
words, and this school of music was the last place I expected to hear them.
True enough, my skin was different, but not my feelings.”

But further music education was to come her way. When she was 16,
Roland Hayes, a distinguished black tenor, sang with Marian at a concert
at Union Baptist, and he encouraged her to take lessons. Unfortunately,
her grandmother’s response was that Marian already knew how to sing
and didn’t need lessons, and her mother felt she couldn’t fight the deci-
sion of the grandmother. Still, others pressed the issue. John Thomas
Butler, a Philadelphia actor, also heard Marian and introduced her to Mary
S. Patterson, a well-known soprano in Philadelphia who took Marian as
a student, waiving her usual fee for her promising pupil.

With Patterson, Anderson began to truly study music, to train her voice
and develop the technique on which all professional vocal performance
depends. She learned how to breathe properly so that air circulates in
the head to create a resonant effect. She performed vocal exercises to
develop her range and to help her to sound each note correctly. She learned
how to enunciate words so that they could be clearly heard. Above all,
she learned "that the purpose of all the exercises and labors was to give
you a thoroughly reliable foundation and to make sure you could do your
job under-any circumstances There is no shortcut. You must understand
the how and why of what you are doing”

Anderson began performing in local clubs, churches, and YMCAs,
sometimes receiving fees, sometimes not. When she made $5 for a per-
formance, she gave her mother two, her sisters one dollar each, and kept
one for expenses.

}lﬂ 11
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Anderson’s next teacher was Agnes Reifsnyder, a contralto, who helped
her with the lower tenes in her voice. Her high school principal then
arranged an audition with the well-known voice teacher Giuseppe
Boghetti, who at first claimed he had no time or room for a new pupil.
But after hearing Anderson sing "Deep River,” he made time. He was her
vocal teacher for years.

Under Boghetti, Anderson developed both the voice and repertoire for
which she became famous. He introduced her to the lieder. or songs, of
Franz Schubert, which became lifelong favorites, as well as the works of
Johannes Brahms, Robert Schumann, George Friedrich Handel, Hugo
Wolf, Richard Strauss, and Claude Debussy. She began to tour with her
first accompanist, Billy King. They played churches, colleges, and schools
throughout the Mid-Atlantic states, including the South, earning from $50
to $100 per performance. By the time she was 20, she was able to buy a
house for her family in Philadelphia.

[t was while touring the South with Billy King that Anderson once again
came face to face with the racism that severely and cruelly limited the lives
of blacks in the U.S. at the time. The South was then under what were
known as “Jim Crow” laws, which designated separate facilities for blacks
and whites. These laws allowed businesses—hotels, concert halls, trains,
etc.—to discriminate against blacks and to deny them service solely
because of their skin color. With the dignity and sense of fortitude that
became her trademark, Anderson continued to perform.

At this time in her career, she thought she was ready for the additional
challenge of a debut in New York, and she prepared a performance for
the Town Hall. The concert didn't go well—there were few people in the
hall, and she was not in good voice. The bad reviews and other aspects
of the experience almost made Anderson give up her career. But
she persevered.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

I 1923, Anderson won first prize in the Philadelphia Philharmonic Sodiety
vocal contest. She was the first black to win, and the event gained her
a larger audience. In 1925, she won another, and more significant, vocal
contest, the National Music League competition in New York City. The
first prize winner, chosen from a field of 300 singers, won the chance to
give a performance with the New York Philharmonic. Her concert with
the Philharmonic was greeted with great reviews, including this notice

.from the New York Tintes: “Miss Anderson made an excellent impression.

She is endowed by nature with a voice of unusual compass, color, and
dramatic capacity. The lower tones have a warm contralto quality, but the
voice has the range and resources of the mezzo-soprano.”

12
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MARIAN ANDERSON

TO EUROPE

But the National Music League prize didn't bring Anderson an increased
demand for her performances. She decided to realize a long-held goal
to study in Europe, which she was able to do through a scholarship given
by the National Association of Negro Musicians. She studied music, and
particularly languages, in her first year abroad. She returned to the U.S.
briefly, and then, with funds provided by a Rosenwald scholarship, she
returned to Europe for more training and concerts.

In 1933, while studying in Germany, she was approached by a German
music promoter, who offered to produce a concert for her at a cast to the
singer of $500. She agreed, and the concert was a success. In particular,
it proved to be an important moment in her career, for it garnered the
attention of a Scandinavian promoter, who scheduled her for a series of
concerts in Norway, Finland, and Sweden, where she was a smashing
success. She continued to tour Europe for several years. Her accompanist
at this time was a Finnish pianist named Kosti Vehanen, who encouraged
her to learn the songs of the contemporary Finnish composer Jean Sibelius.
It was also Vehanen who encouraged her to perform for the maestro.

They were invited to coffee at Sibelius’s home, where she sang one of his
songs. When she was finished, Anderson recalled Sibelius “strode to
my side, and threw his arms
around me in a hearty em-
brace. "My roof is too low for
you, he said, and then he
called out in a loud voice to
his wife, '‘Not coffee, but
champagne””
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Accolades came from other
famous members of the music -
community during that tour.
While in Salzburg, Austra,
to sing a concert, she was
visited by the great conductor
Arturo Toscanini, who claim-
ed "Yours is a voice such as
one hears once in a hun-
dred years” On that same
tour, Anderson came to the
attention of Sol Hurok, the
famed impresario, who of-
fered to manage her career.
She accepted.
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TRIUMPHANT RETURN TO THE U.S.

Anderson returned to the United States in 1935, where she also reappeared
at the scene of one of her earlier failures, New York City’s Town Hall. But
this time the hall, and the town, were hers. Despite the fact that her foot
was in a cast—she had fallen down stairs on the ship on the way home—
she triumphed. “Let it be said,” wrote Howard Taubman of the New York
Tintes, "Marian Anderson has returned to her native land one of the great
singers of our tirme.”

Her career firmly established, Anderson began a grueling concert
schedule, often giving as many as 100 recitals a year. She traveled all over
the world, drawing from a repertoire that included some 200 songs in 9
languages and always featuring operatic arias and spirituals.

Continuing to break new ground, she becam< the first black to sing at
the White House, when First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt invited her to per-
form before the King and Queen of England in 1936. Her name would
be linked to Roosevelt’s again, under very different circumstances.

CONSTITUTION HALL AND THE D.A.R.

This great singer, whose streagth and humility marked everything she
did, became the center of controversy in 1939, when her manager tried
to book her for a performance in Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C.
The hall, one of the most important in the country, was run by the D.A.R.
{Daughters of the American Revolution), a conservative women's group
that did not ailow blacks to perform in the hall. As noted in the New York
Times, “it was a particularly unfortunate display of prejudice that helped
to make Miss Anderson a household name.” Outraged at the decision,
Eleanor Roosevelt resigned from the D.A.R., and Interior Secretary Harold
Ickes arranged for Anderson to sing at the Lincoln Memorial.

On Easter Sunday, April 9, 1939, Anderson gave a concert on the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial for 75000 adoring fans, including members of
congress, cabinet secretaries, justices of the Supreme Court, the head of
the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People), and religious leaders from the Washington area. She reached the
platform amidst the tumultuous applause, closed her eyes, folded her
hands, and began with "America.” She followed with Schubert's "Ave
Maria,” operatic arias, and closed with the spirituals for which she was
so deservedly famous. These special songs created a hush over the
audience, “a silence instinctive, natural and intense,” wrote Vincent
Sheean, "so that you were afraid to breathe”

Anderson wrote about the matter in her autobiography: "What were my
own feelings? | was saddened and ashamed. I was sorry for the people

14 s
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MARIAN ANDERSON

who had precipitated the affair. I felt that their behavior stemmed from
a lack of understanding. They were not persecuting me personally or as
a representative of my people so much as they were doing something that
was neither sensible nor good.” Despive the uproar in the press, this
humble, private woman stayed above the fray. “I did not feel that I was
designed for hand-to-hand combat,” was the way she phrased it. The
concert was later immortalized in a mural that can be seen in the office
of the Department of the Interior.

Four years later, Marian Anderson did sing in Constitution Hall, at the
invitation of the D.A.R., for a relief effort during the Second World War.
Yet she continued to face prejudice: she was once given the key to
Atlantic City, but couldn’t stay in a hotel there. She also continued to fight
back. She refused to allow the segregated seating mandated in many
Southern towns for her concerts, insisting instead on a system known as
“vertical seating,” where blacks were allowed to sit in every part of the
performance hall.

MET DEBUT

In 1955, Anderson broke another racial barrier, becoming the first black
to sing with the Metropolitan Opera in New York. It is hard to believe
today, when the talents of such great black divas as Jessye Norman, Leon-
tyne Price, and Kathleen Battle grace the world’s opera stages, that just
forty years ago there were no black singers at the Met. When Andcrson,
singing the role of Ulrica in Giuseppe Verdi’s “Un Ballo en Maschera”
appeared on stage on opening night, January 7, 1955, she was greeted with
a standing ovation that went on and on before she even sang a note.

MUSICAL AMBASSADOR

In 1957, Anderson sang at the inauguration of President Dwight D.
Eisenhower. That same year, under the sponsorship of the State Depart-
ment, she began a 12-nation tour of the Far East, during which she became
the first black to sing for the Japanese Imperial court in its 2,600-year
history. She was greeted everywhere with acclaim. Her tour became the
subject of a television special entitled “The Lady from Philadelphia,” pro-
duced and broadcast by. Edward R. Murrow on his famous news show,
“See It Now.” In 1958, Anderson was named a special delegate to the
Uniied Nations Human Rights Committee by Eisenhower.

In 1961, she sang at another presidential inauguration, this time for the
newly clected John E Kennedy. In 1964, she began her farewell tour at
Constitution Hall, which concluded in 1965 in a final concert at Carnegie
Hall that marked her retirement from the stage. But she continued to give
occasional benefit concerts for such groups as the NAACP, the Congress
of Racial Equality, and for the Jobs and Freedom March on Washington.

15
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HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Anderson funded a major musical award, the Marian Anderson Award,
in the 1940s. It began when she was awarded the Bok Prize in 1941, which
at that time was given to Philadelphia’s most outstanding citizen. She was
the first black and only the second woman to receive it. With the $10,000
prize money she began the scholarship program that continues to bear
her name. It is given annually to a promising young vocalist and carries
a monetary award of $25,000. It has furthered the careers of such great
black opera singers as Grace Bumbry and Florence Quivar.

MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES

Anderson recalled in her zutobiography that “the happiest day in my life
was when I told my motaer she didn’t need to work any more” Ander-
son was finally 1naking enough money to support her family, and she
called her mother’s supervisor at the department store where she cleaned
in the evenings and told her, politely but firmly, that her mother would
not be back.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Anderson married Orpheus Fisher, whose nickname was King, in 1943.
They had no children. They lived on a 100-acre farm in Danbury, Con-
necticut. King died in 1986, and in 1992, Anderson went to live with her
nephew, James DePriest, who is the music director of the Oregon Sym-

phony. She died in Portland of congestive heart failure on April 8, 1993,

LEGACY AND INSPIRATION

The opera star Jessye Norman said this at Anderson’s death: "Marian
Anderson was the personification of all that is wonderful, simple, pure,
and majestic in the human spirit. She wore the glorious crown of her voice
with the grace of an empress. [ have loved her all my life.”

HONORS AND AWARDS

Spingarn Medal (NAACP): 1939

Bok Prize (City of Philadelphia): 1941

Presidential Medal of Freedom: 1963

Kennedy Center Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Arts: 1978
Eleanor Roosevelt Human Rights Award of the City of New York: 1984
National Aris Medal: 1986

Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award: 1991

SELECTED RECORDINGS

Marian Anderson Sings Beloved Schubert, 1951
Marian Anderson: Songs and Arias by Bach, Handel, Schubert, Schumann,
Bralums, Strauss, Verdi; Negro Spirituals, 1954
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MARIAN ANDERSON

Marian Anderson, 1964

Jus® Keep on Singin’, 1965

Spirituals, 1976

Marian Anderson: Bach, Bralns, Schubert, 1989
Marian Anderson, 1990

Tribute: Marian Anderson, 1993

WRITINGS
My Lord, What a Morning, 1956

FURTHER READING

BOOKS

Anderson, Marian. My Lord, What n Morning, 1956

Richardson, Ben, and William A. Fahey. Great Black Americans, 1976

Story, Rosalyn M. And So I Sing: African-American Divas of Opera and
Concert, 1990

Tedards, Anne. Marian Anderson, 1988 (juvenile)

PERIODICALS

Current Biography Yearbook 1950
New York Times, Apr. 9, 1993, p.Al; Apr. 18, 1993, p.23

New York Times Biographical Service, Feb. 1977, p.177
Opera News, July 1993, p.54

Smithsonian, June 1993, p.14

Variety, Apr. 19, 1993, p.59




Bruce Babbitt 1938-
American Politician
United States Secretary of the Interior
and Former Governor of Arizona

BIRTH

Bruce Edward Babbitt was born in Los Angeles, Califor:
27, 1938, the second child of Paut J. and Frances Perry Bat
father was legal counsel to the Babbitt Brothers Trading C
and his mother was a concert violinist. Bruce Babbitt
brothers, Kenneth, Paul, James, and Charles, and or
Christine.
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BRUCE BABBITT

YOUTH

The Babbitt family was the wealthiest and most influential in all of Arizona,
controlling nearly a million acres of ranchland. They also owned much
of Flagstaff, the town Paul returned to with his wife and children when
Bruce was seven. Five Babbitt brothers, Bruce’s grandfather among them,
had arrived in frontier Arizona at the end of the 1880s, and there they
set up an Indian trading post and began to build a mercantile and
ranching empire. “It was [still} all wooden sidewalks and dirt roads,” recalls
Frances Babbitt in describing Flagstaff of the mid-1940s. “The church was
two blocks away, the high school was three blocks, Father's office [here
she refers to her late husband] was two blocks . . . and everybody came
home for lunch every day”

The Babbitts attempted to give their children a well-rounded life despite
their privileged circumstances. They hiked, hunted, and explored nature
together, and Bruce fondly remembers growing up in what he calls a “large
and close family.” His ideal boyhood in the American West was lyrically
portrayed by writer Timothy Egan in a recent New York Thnes article: “With
the sunset-colored breach of the Grand Canyon as his backyard . . | he
chased deer, caught snakes, built tree forts, floated rivers, scavenged for
arrowheads, fought forest fires, fished with Indians . . . followed dinosaur
tracks, skied the first snow of November and dreamed about it all at night.”

EARLY MEMORIES

Babbitt recently described his teenage experiences fighting forest fires.
In an interview with Audubu:: magazine last year, he recalled that he had
always had a romantic view of the U.S. Forest Service and told of going
to a mountain town during the summer dry season to work in the fire
lines. “I was fifteen years old and my high school biclogy teacher was
the recruiting otficer,” he relates. “He Jooked me in the eve and said ‘Bruce,
how old are you? Are you eighteen? And I said, ‘Mr. Mickey, yes | am.
He had me sign the paper. And then they loaded us on to the back of
the truck and took u= up”

He remembers now the exhausting, miserable work, and the nights “that
were so cold that if you stepped back from the fire, you felt like you were
freezing to death” Babbitt tells of how he would move in close to the fire
that was crowning across the treetops, and then “run like hell to get back
from it In all, it was an awesome experience, he says. “You came away
from it feeling that you had been next to the raw power of nature!’

EDUCATION

Babbitt, who once described himself as “hopelessly overeducated,”
graduated from Flagstaff High School in 1955, He then attended Indiana’s
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Notre Dame University, where he served as student body president and
became imersed in the Catholic social activism of those years. He earned
a B.S. degree, magna cum laude, in geology from Notre Dame in 1960. After
graduation, Babbitt went to the University of Newcastle in northern
England as part of the Marshall Scholars program, and there he was
avarded a master’s in geophysics in 1962,

To these scientific credentials, he added a ].D. (juris doctor) from
Harvard Law School in 1965,

FiRST JOBS

During law school, Babbitt spent one summer doing social work in a
Venezuelan barric and another at a student work camp in Peru. After
graduation, he worked for the federal antipoveriy program in Texas and
in Washington, D.C. While he values this experience, he claims to have
become skeptical about “efforts to force change from the top down.”

CHOOSING A CAREER

Bruce Babbitt’s career path included several changes of direction. The
turning point came in 1962 during a geological field trip to the Amazon
River basin in Bolivia, where he decided to give up academic geology for
a career in law and politics. “It was the apotheosis of my childhood fan-
tasy,” he says of the university trip that had taken him into the copper
mining fields of Bolivia. “Virgin jungle, research, flying across mountain-
tops in a helicopter. But at one point we were out setting up base camps,
where we had those tents and cooks and martinis at night. And somehow
I was just so struck by the contrast between a landscape of people
starving to death and me sitting in the lap of this frontier luxury, that it
started eating at me. i had found the Amazon, and discovered that it wasn't
what [ was all about. Watching these people in rags in Bolivia, I realized
Fm more a part of the world and people problems tharn this extravagant
adventure” The experience motivated him to enroll in law school, join
the 1965 civil rights march on Selma, Alabama, and, upon graduation,
to enlist in President Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty.

Disillusionment with the federal bureaucracy again changed his course,
and Babbitt returned to Arizona to join a corporate law firm, where he
received another shock. Arizona business was virtually unregulated and
highly corrupt, with crooked land deals, antitrust violations, bribery, and
white-collar crime considered business as usual. Qutraged, Babbitt ran
for state attorney general in 1974, beginning a political career that has now
spanned twenty years.
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BRUCE BABBITT

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

After his election, Babbitt proved that his “clean up the mess” platform
had been no empty slogan. He vigorously prosecuted the kingpins of
Arizona corruption, convicting more than fifty land-fraud artists. His
aggressive tactics so enraged the cr’ ninals that he reportedly ended up
on a mob "hit” list, the same one that included slain Phoenix reporter
Don Bolles, who had been exposing that felonious activity. Babbitt suc-
cessfully prosecuted Bolies's killers, but their convictions were over-
turned by the Supreme Court. Nevertheless, his reputation as a fear-
less fighter against ciime--no matter how wealthy ancé powerful its
perpetrators—was sealed. His allies were both the state’s patrician families
and its new, poor immigrant=. This dual support allowed a liberal Democrat
to be the most popular politician in the nation’s most conservative and
Republican state.

Babbitt was contemplating a run for the U.S. Senate when an uncommon
turn of events caused a career shift. Arizona’s incumbent governor, Raul
H. Castro, had stepped down when President Jimmy Carter appointed
him ambassador to Argentina, and his replacement, Secretary of State
Wesley A. Bolin, died after only five weeks in office. Babbitt, as attorney
general, was next in line and became governor on March 4, 1978. He
quickly proved that he would let neither his unelected status nor his
office’s reputation as “weak” allow him to work as a figurehead. He vetoed
several biils and aggressively campaigned for a full, elected term in office.
In November of that same year, he narrowly defeated the far-right Evan
Meacham in an election that gave him 52 percent of the vote.

Always underestimated by his political opponents, Babbitt served a first
term that was hightighted by one startling demonstration of courage and
one “virtuoso display of leadership” [Time], both relating to the environ-
ment. First, he caused a stir in 1979 by calling in the Arizona National
Guard to seize the Tuscon plant of American Atomics Corporation because
the company refused to remove radioactive tritium from its premises. A
year later, Babbitt showed that he was no more intimidated by political
gridlock than by corporate power when he tackled what had long been
the state’s most pressing problem—the depletion of groundwater caused
by decades of urban growth and agricultural irrigation. Babbitt convened
and chaired a commission tiat brought miners, farmers, environmentalists,
community leaders, and land developers to the table to hammer out a
solution. His astonishing patience and command of detail led to the
drafting and passage of a landmark conservation bill that is expected to
stabilize Arizona's water table by the year 2225. He succeeded where others
had despaired of trying, and he made friends, or at least admirers, of
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many political enemies. “Bruce Babbitt,” commented Wesley Stiner, a w
commissioner who has served under five governors, “is undoubtedly
best governor [ have ever worked for. It would be impossible for anj
to make a larger, more significant contribution to a state than to |
manage its most important resource.”

Babbitt’s second term, which he won in 1982 wvith 62 percent of the 1
was somewhat more controversial. He alienated organized labor by a
calling in the National Guard, this time to break a strike at a Phelps-D
plant. The move earned for him the nickname “Governor Scebbi
caustic play on the derogatory word “scab,” used to describe a person
accepts employment when the regular work force is on strike. On a
controversial note, he devoted his entire State of the State address tc
issue of child welfare. The education and health reforms he was ab
institute now serve as a model for delivering top-notch social service
a limited budget.

When Democrat Walter Mondale, a classic liberal, was defeated by Ro
Reagan in a landslide in the 1984 presidentiat election, Babbitt and ¢
centrists (Bill Clinton among them) decided to form the Democratic Lez
ship Council. This group’s mission has been to redefine the party’s vi
in order to compete nationally in an era of changing expectations. Ba
argued that such programs as Social Security and Medicare shoul
evaluated for their purpose and fairness, and that state and local goy
ments should take a more active role in these issues. His point of
was tested with the electorate in 1988, when he sought the Democ
nomination for president. Observers are divided on whether Bab
campaign was derailed because voters rejected his ideas, or because
objected to his rather wooden stage and television presence. He withe
from the race after a weak showing in the New Hampshire primary,
returned to the private sector.

AMERICAS LANDLORD

When the like-minded Bill Clinton won the presidency in 1992, the
was paved for Bruce Babbilt’s return to public life. The new presi
appointed Babbitt Secretary of the Interior: overseer of 500 million
of federal lands—parks, forests, rangelands, wildlife refuges, and re
tion arcas. The man dubbed “America’s landlord” by the press was s3
in as the forty-seventh Secretary of the Interior on January 22, 199
Secretary, Babbitt splits his time between his Washington office and
into the field to examine what is happening on public lands. Calling
department "a mess,” Babbitt has vowed to end the ideological wa
begun in the 1980s by the Reagan administration’s arch-conserv
secretary James Watt, and to implemert a more environmentally sens
land-use policy. Environmental groups were generally pleased
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BRUCE BABBITT

Babbitt’s appointment, but some expressed concern that he had recently
lobbied for a hazardous-waste incinerator in Arizona. Business and con-
servation leaders agree that he will be more moderate than the political
right fears, and more pragmatic than environmentalists might hope.

Babbitt’s 1993 attempt to raise grazing fees on federal land: was turned
back by pressure from Western senators, dealing the current administra-
tion a stinging defeat. Babbitt vows that he will not back down on this
or on his support for the reauthorization of the Endangered Species Act.
On the latter issue, his goal is to focus less on individual species and to
examine ecosystems as a whole. Time will tell whether Babbitt's skills

.at negotiation can succeed at the federal level as well as they did at the

state level.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Babbitt is married to an attorney, the former Hattie Coons, whom he met
in Texas while he was working in the antipoverty program. She is nine
years younger than he is and was in college in Virginia when they met.
She studied in Spain during her junior year, then transferred to Arizona
State University as a senior, confides her mother, “saying that she couldn’t
run this romance from Sweet Briar” After her graduation and marriage,
she enrolled in law school at Arizona State. Currently, Mrs. Babbitt serves
as ambassador to the Organization of American States.

The Babbitts have two young sons, Christopher and T.J. (Thomas Jeffrey),
and have recently moved to Washington from their ranch house
in Phoenix.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Beyond his work at Interior, Babbitt indulges mainly in outdoor recrea-
tional activities. He hikes, rafts, backpacks, bicycles and, whenever he can
find a quiet moment, spreads his sleeping bag under the Arizona night
sky. His reading habits are said to be concentrated mainly on social issues
and the environment.

WRITINGS

Color and Light: The Southwest Canvases of Louis Akin, 1973
Grand Canyon: An Anthology, 1978 (editor)

HONORS AND AWARDS

Don Bolles Award (media presentation in memory of the murdered
Arizona crime reporter): 1976

Thomas Jefferson Award (National Wildlife Federation): 1981

Special Conservation Award (National Wildlife Federation): 1983
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FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Osborne, David. Laboratories of Demtocracy, 1988
Who's Who in America, 1992-93

PERIODICALS

Arizona Republic, Jan. 26, 1988, p.B1; Jan. 18, 1993, p.Al
Audubon, May-June 1993, p. 78

Conunomweal, Feb. 22, 1985, p.109

Current Biography Yearbook 1987

Inc., Aug. 1987, p.34

New Republic, May 27, 1985, p.9; Jan. 4 & 11, 1988, p.20; Mar. 8, 1993, p.21
New York Times Magazine, Aug. 1, 1993, p.21

Newsweek, Mar. 29, 1993, p.25

Rolling Stone, July 8-22, p46

Time, Jan. 4, 1988, p43

U.S. News & World Report, May 17, 1993, p63

ADDRESS

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C. Street NW
Washington, DC 20240
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Mayim Bialik 1975-
American Actress
Star of the Hit TV Series “Blossom’

BIRTH

Mayim Bialik [MY-im be-AL-ik] was born on December 12, 1975,
in San Diego, California. Her unusual first name, which means
“waier” in Hebrew, comes from her great-grandmother, who was
named Miriam but called Mayim. Her parents, Barry and Beverly
Bialik, are former New Yorkers and independent filmmakers who
used to make movies denouncing the Vietnam war for the public
television series “Great American Dream Machine” They even-
tually moved to California and became educators, Barry as an
English teacher at a performing arts junior high and Beverly as
a nursery school teacher and director. Beverly Bialik later left
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her own work to manage her daughter’s acting career. Mayim has one
older brother, Isaac, who recently graduated from UCLA (University of
California at Los Angeles} and now works as a graphic designer.

YOUTH

Bialik grew up in a close-knit family in Los Angeles. Her parents were
determined to raise their children to be responsible, independent, and
concerned about social issues. The dinner hour was a time to discuss major
social and political topics, with her father often taking the role of devil’s
advocate to sharpen Mayim and Isaac’s debating skills. But they also en-
couraged Mayim’s creative interests. From an early age she was involved
in a wide range of activities, appearing in all her school plays as well as
taking ballet lessons beginning at age four, piano lessons at six, and
trumpet lessons at ten. The trumpet was her second choice, though, as
she explains: I wanted to play the trombone, but my arms weren't long
enough” She has recently taken up bass guitar as well.

EDUCATION

Bialik, who just graduated from high school in the spring of 1993, has
refused to divulge the school’s name for fear that it would attract jour-
nalists and photographers. She has said, though, that she attended a
magnet school for gifted students in the Los Angeles public school system.
Throughout much of high school, she split her time between being tutored
on the "Blossom” set during filming and then returning to school to
attend classes when the show went on hiatus. Yet Bialik doesn’t feel that
she missed out on anything by spending part of the year away from school.
“I really don't feel I'm any different from any other kid in my school,”
she once said. “Oh, I may have more fun, because I have a lot of fun when
I work. But I'm not missing anything a normal teen-age girl does. . . .
I keep in touch with the kids at my school when the show is taping, and
I also see other kid actors when they come on the show. So I'm always
meeting new kids. It's not like I'm deprived of anything I'd have if I were
in school all the time. I get that, and more besides.”

After finishing high school, Bialik applied to colleges and was accepted
by several, including UCLA, Yale University, and her first choice, Har-
vard University in Massachusetts. She has delayed her admission there
to continue working on “Blossom,” but as she says, “1 have a feeling that
some time in the future, college will be for me.” Psychobiology, philosophy,
and literature are her major academic interests.

CHOOSING A CAREER

Mayim was six when she announced to her parents that she wanted to
start acting. “It interested me for the same reasons it interests everybody
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else. Acting seemed glamorous and fun” At first, her “strict but sup-
portive” parents tried to discourage her. They worried that she was too
young and wanted to protect her from the rejections they knew she would
suffer. Finally, they decided that she was mature enough to handle it. ”I
always wanted to be an actress,” Mayim recalls. ”I was always active in
school plays and things like that. But my parents didn’t want me to be
an actress, because it is very hard for a little kid. So finally when I was
eleven-and-a-half they let me. I think they realized that I was old enough
at eleven-and-a-half to kind of deal with things like rejection and things
that can be very hard for a little kid. And I was very persistent, and [
still am.”

That persistence eventually paid otf. When her parents finally agreed that
Mayim could try acting, her mother quit her job as a nursery school direc-
tor to help her daughter. They started off by sending letters to talent agents
describing Mayim as a “Bette Midler/Barbra Streisand type.” It may have
seemed an odd attention-getting device for an eleven year old, but it
worked. She found an agent, started out in a few television commercials,
went on to a five-line part in the horror film Pranpkinhead (“I didn't get
butchered or anything”), and had roles in the TV series “Beauty and the
Beast,” “Webster,” “MacGyver” “Doogie Howser, M.D.,” “Murphy Brown,”
and “Facts of Life”

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

In less than two years, Bialik won her first big part—a role in Beaches (1988),
starring Bette Midler and Barbara Hershey. Bialik played the young ver-
sion of Midler’s character, CC Bloom. The audition process was tough.
With her long straight brown hair and green eyes, Bialik doubted anyone
could picture her as the red-haired, brown-eyed Midler. So Bialik showed
up for the audition with director Garry Marshall wearing a curly red wig
and smoking a cigarette. It wasn't the costume that caught the director’s
attention as much as her cocky attitude—just like Midler’s. According to
Marshall, “Mayim was shy at first, but the second timc we saw her, she
was cooking. In the film she went flat out!” After an audition with Midler,
she won the part.

The movie's opening scene finds Bialik lounging under the Atlantic City
boardwalk, smoking a cigarette and wearing a red satin bodysuit, black
fishnet stockings, a feather boa, and tap shoes. Her self-assured and flam-
boyant performance won raves from critics and quickly captured the
attention of other filmmakers. She soon found herself in an enviable posi-
tion: screenwriters wanted to create parts specifically for her, a rarity for
a relative newcomer. She didn't even need to audition for new parts;
instead, people came to her with ideas. Bialik next appeared in the short-
lived sitcom “Molloy” before finding success on a long-running TV series.
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"BLOSSOM”

Now in its fourth season, “Blossom” depicts family life and teenage con-
- cerns through the eyes of an intelligent, sensitive young woman. Blossom
Russo, played by Bialik, is growing up in a household of all men—her
father {Ted Wass), a musician, and two older brothers, Anthony (Michael
Stoyanov), a recovering substance abuser, and joey (Joey Lawrence), a
schocl jock and teen heartthrob. Blossom’s relationship with her mother,
who left the family intent on pursuing her dream to become a singer in
Paris, has been a recurring storyline. Since its debut in January 1991, the
series has changed somewhai, reflecting Blossom’s growth into young
adulthood. Recent shows have included such topics as alcohol and drug
use, troubles at school, staying out all night, running away, relationships,
sex, and contraceptives. But such issues are always mixed with a little
humor and a lot of clothes. As fans know, Blossom’s unique look features
creative, colorful, and offbeat layered combinations of oversize pants, leg-
gings, vests, boots, and hats. With her spunky attitude and her funky
clothes, Blossom has become a role model for many teens. Ironically,
Blossom’s efforts to create a unique look for herself as an individual have
been widely copied by her fans.

Much of the show’s appeal derives from Bialik’s portrayat of its title
character. Blossom Russo in
many ways seems similar to
Mayim Bialik, and some of her
fans seem to confuse the twa.
But Bialik is quick to point out
the distinction between
herself and the character she
plays. First, their clothes.
Bialik favors simpler outfits,
wearing lots of black, jeans,
and vintage pieces. But there
is certainly more to it than just
clothes. As a young actress,
Bialik is often called confident,
well-adjusted, mature, intense,
assertive, articulate, and self-
possessed, “a blend of savvy
sophistication and youthful
sensibility,” according to one
critic, "Mayim is an excep-
tional person,” producer Paul
Junger Witt explains. “One of
the things we wanted to do in
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having a young female protagonist—which is very unusual in television—
from whose point of view we're seeing life, was to not have some cute
airhead, which television is covered with. We wanted to have a young
woman who is capable of articulating herself and is capable of thinking,
perhaps confusedly, but thinking deeply. And we happened to get the
whole package in one person”

Bialik’s own description of her approach to the series best sums it up:”
“The show is about a young woman, which is so rarely done. I might as
well try to be a positive role model. 1 don’t want my character to be the
typical bimbo who is just interested in shopping and boys. Basically, I want
to break down the stereotypes!” And she has been able to do just that.
When one early episode contained flat-chested jokes about Blossom,
Bialik, then only 15, had the courage to object to the producer, who
changed the script. As she said then, “I'm a little feminist. So when it
comes to things like that, you don’t have to go along. Especially with the
‘flat-chested’ jokes. I think that's sexist. I think it was very insulting to
me as a woman, and as a human being. I never make any compromises
in my life. If there’s something I believe in, I say it. I turn alot of people off

With this sort of background, “Blossom” has prompted many critics to
discuss issues of sexism in TV programming. Many have commented on
its emphasis on a female lead, a rarity in the world of TV. In the televi-
sion industry, which like any business needs to make a profit, decisions
about programming are based on demographics. The number of viewers
each show attracts determines how much advertisers are willing to pay
to put their commercials on a show. TV shows have been dominated by
males, according to critics, for two reasons: because some studies have
shown that girls will watch a show about boys while boys won’t watch
one about girls, but also because most TV executives are male themselves
and are therefore more interested in stories about experiences that are
similar to their own. Eventually, according to some critics, girls come to
believe TV's underlying message: that boys and their concerns are more
important than girls. “Blossom” challenges that message, empowering
young women by giving voice and granting validity to their concerns.

HOME AND FAMILY

Bialik lives in Los Angeles with her family and their pets—a few cats, some
fish, and a one-legged parakeet.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Bialik enjoys a wide range of creative, physical, and political activities. She
likes to write poetry, read J.D. Salinger, do what she calls “political paint-
ing,” and work with beads, especially making one-of-a-kind jewelry
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pieces for her friends and decorating clothing with beads and embroidery.-
Music also plays a big role in her life. She enjoys playing her musical
instruments and listening to alternative music like Elvis Costello and
Violent Femmes, with whom she once appeared on stage. Bialik is also
physically active: she has always participated in sports like basketball,
baseball, softball, running, and swimming, and she has more recently
added gymnastics, racquetball, and jazz, tap, and hip-hop dancing.
“Exercise is fun for me,” she says. "It keeps me feeling good. I think sports
are really important for kids—it keeps them happy and healthy”” Bialik
also spends time promoting political and social issues, including funding
for pediatric AIDS research, the environment, animal rights, and
homelessness. “I like to use the visibility that 1 have to help others)”
she explains.

FURTHER READING
PERIODICALS

Baltinore Morning Sun, Apr. 3, 1992, p.
People, Feb. 6, 1989, p.63

Sassy, Nov. 1992, p.58

TV Guide, Mar. 30, 1991, p.16

ADDRESS

“Blossom”

NBC

3000 Alameda Avenue
Rurbank, CA 91523




Benjamin Chavis 1948-
American Civil Rights Activist and Minister
Executive Director of the NAACP

BIRTH

Dr. Benjamin Franklin Chavis [CHAY-vis|, Jr., was born on January
22, 1948, in Oxford, North Carolina. His father, Benjamin Sr., was
a bricklayer, and his mother, Elisabeth, was a school teacher. The
family had a long history of civil rights activism, as Chavis
acknowledges: “The struggle for freedom, the struggle for justice,
was a part of my family roots even before [ was born.” He grew
up hearing stories about his great-great-grandfather, the Reverend
John Chavis, a Greek and classics scholar. Rev. Chavis was the
first black minister to be ordained by the Presbyterian church and
the first black to graduate from Princeton. A freed black during
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the era of slavery, Rev. Chavis taught the white children of slave owners.
But he also opened an underground school for the children of slaves,
teaching them to read and write. For this crime, he was beaten to death.
The school where Rev. Chavis taught later evolved into the University of
North Carolina, the alma mater of his great-great-grandson.

YOUTH

Benjamin Chavis grew up in Oxford, North Carolina. Like the rest of the
South at that time, Oxford was a segregated community with separate
public facilities for blacks and whites. Even at a young age, Chavis was
forced to confront racism. He started out his schooling at the North
Carolina Colored Orphanage, where his mother taught. The difference
between that school and the one at the white orphanage was clear—the
“colored” students had few school supplies, and their only books were
tattered hand-me-downs from the white students, with racist remarks
scrawled inside.

EARLY MEMORIES

Once, when Chavis and his mother were shopping for Christmas presents
for her students at the orphanage, they saw a young black <hild being
harassed by a white clerk. They were both outraged. “My mother took
her $100 worth of wrapped gifts and threw them up in the air,” Chavis
proudly remembers. Tl never set foot in this drugstore again as long
as I live,/ she said. And to this day, she never has”

BECOMING AN ACTIVIST

When Chavis was 12, his father gave him his first NAACP card at a
family ceremony. Chavis began reading about the history of the NAACP,
or National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Founded
in 1909, the NAACP is the nation’s oldest and largest civil rights organiza-
tion. Using legal challenges in the court system, demonstrations, and
legislative action, the NAACP has worked for most of this century to end
discrimination against blacks and ather minorities. To join the NAACP
was part of my initiation into manhood,” according to Chavis. "I saw
it as a badge of honor. It started me on a lifelong pursuit of challenging
racial injustice.”

The following year marked his first foray into civil rights protest. At age
13, tired of reading only worn, hand-me-down books, Chavis walked
into the whites-only library and asked to check out a book. He was told
to leave. He refused, so the librarian called his parents and the police.
With his parents’ support, Chavis stood his ground. Soon, a crowd started
to gather. The librarian gave in, Chavis got his book, and the library was
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soon open to blacks, At that time, it was unusual-~and dangerous--for
a black person to challenge a white person in this way, as one of his
childhood friends, now a lawyer in Washington, D.C., explains: “He asked
why. A lot of us when we were told to go away we would just do so, but
Ben would always challenge, always ask why”

" EDUCATION

Chavis continued such activism throughout the 1960s, in high school and
later in college. As a high school student in 1965, he met Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., while acting as youth coordinator for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, the organization King founded. Chavis then
attended the University of North Carolina, while also working as an
organizer for the Commission for Racial Justice (CRJ}. Chavis earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree (B.A.) in chemistry in 1969.

Although he left school at that point, Chavis later returned to his studies
to earn several graduate degrees, including the Master of Divinity degree
(M.Div.} magna citm laude from Duke University Divinity School, and the
Doctor of Ministry degree (D.Min.) from Howard University. Chavis has
also completed the course requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy
degree (Ph.D.} in systematic the<logy at Union Theological Seminary in
New York City.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
EARLY CAREER

Chavis has worked for much of his life with the United Church of Christ
(UCC) ministry, a predominately white, middle- and upper-class Protes-
tant church headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio. He started while still in
college, first as a volunteer organizer with the UCC’s Commission for Racial
Justice (CR}), then as a p'art-time staffer in 1968. After graduating from
college the following year, he went to work as a high-school chemistry
teacher. In 1970 he was ordained as a minister with the UCC, continuing
his organizing work as well.

THE WILMINGTON 10

The events that brought Chavis to national prominence as a civil rights
activist began the following year. in 1971, Chavez was sent by the UCC
to Wilmington, North Carolina, when the local minister requested help
with a potentially volatile situation. The city’s segregated school system,
challenged in a lawsuit filed by the NAACP, was under a court order to
desegregate. When Chavis arrived, the atmosphere was tense. The black
students felt they were being treated unfairly, and they decided to boycott
the schools. Chavis and his supporters were holed up in a Wilmington
church, opposed by local residents as well as a racist paramilitary group
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called the Rights of White People. White vigilantes began shooting into
the church, and the police stood by without responding. The rioting
that ensued left two people dead and over one million dollars in prop-
erty damage. '

One year later, Chavis and nine other activists, including eight teenagers,
were indicted on conspiracy, assault, and arson charges. Witnesses at the
trial in September 1972 claimed that Chavis had planned the firebombing
of a grocery store and had shot at police and fire fighters responding to
the emergency. All ten were found guilty on October 17, 1972. Chavis
received the harshest sentence, a total of 34 years, for fire bombing of
property and conspiracy to assault emergency personnel. He was briefly
imprisoned before being released on bond.

Steadfastly maintaining their innocence, Chavis and the other members
of the Wilmington 10, as they were called, spent the next eight years
fighting the verdicts. The defense team filed a series of appeals at suc-
cessively higher levels of the justice system. After losing their final
appeal, they were forced to return to prison in February 1976. Later that
year, the main prosecution witnesses recanted their testimony, eventually
admitting that they made up their stories under pressure from local police.
Even after that, the Wilmington 10 were denied a new trial. Many observers
saw a consistent pattern of misconduct on the part of the judges and the
lawyers for the prosecution, and the case sparked national and interna-
tional outrage. In 1979, the respected human rights watchdog group
Amnesty International, previous winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, cited
the Wilmington 10 as political prisoners—the first such case in the U.S.
Chavis was paroled from prison in December 1979.

The following year, a federal appeals court unanimously reversed the con-
victions of all the members of the Wilmington 10. The court concluded
that they were denied their constitutional right to a fair trial because their
attorneys weren't given full access to the witnesses’ testimony—testimony
that the judges called inconsistent, full of perjured (lying) statements, and
given only under coercion by the police. The appeals court overturned
the convictions and exonerated the Wilmington 10 of all charges. Finally,
justice—but only after almost ten years fighting the court system, the loss
of freedom, and years spent enduring degrading and dangerous condi-
tions in jail.

PRISON LIFE

Chavis spent almost four years in prison. Prison life was harsh and
unrelenting. He endured handcuffs, leg irons, chains, strip-searches, a
burst appendix, and a 131-day hunger strike. Because officials worried that
he would organize the other prisoners, he was transferred to five
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different prisons. But Chavis remained unbowed. ”I found an inner
strength,” he has said. “I realized | was not the first African-American
to be imprisoned unjustly. When they put those chains about my ankles,
I would think about the chains my great-grandparents wore.

“But prison was not the final chapter in my life, it was a chapter. |
decided not to serve time but to make time serve me.” And he succeeded.
While in prison, Chavis earned his Master’s degree in divinity from Duke
University Divinity School. He also learned Greek and translated the New
Testament from English to Greek. Although he was a model prisoner, the
officials refused to bend any rules. He was taken to his classes at Duke
in shackles, and the only place available for study after 10:00 p.m.—lights
out—was the prison bathroom. “I can’t describe to you just how filthy
a prison toilet can be.” Throughout, Chavis demonstrated what friends
call his inner peace. The Rev. Leon White, who has known Chavis since
the 1970s, described his moral growth in prison. “I never saw him crack,”
White said. “Ben was like an iron wall. He came out of prison a fuller
dimension of himself. Like {South African political leader Nelson}
Mandela, he was stronger than before. He went in as a political activist
and came out as a minister of stature, a spiritual leader”

RECENT YEARS

After his release from prison in December 1979, Chavis returned to the
Commission for Racial Justice, where he held a series of positions betore
being named Executive Director in late 1985. Throughout the 1980s and
early 1990s, he also served in leadership roles in such organizations as
the National Council of Churches, the National Black Leadership Round-
table, The Southern Organizing Committee for Economic and Social
Justice, and the National Coalition for Peace in Angola. In addition, he
was clergy coordinator for Jesse Jackson's 1984 presidential campaign.

Chavis became best known for his pioneering environmentat work in the
1980s. While serving as Executive Director of the CR], he conducted a 1987
study that matched up zip codes, census data, and toxic sites. This land-
mark study found a clear link between race and pollution—toxic sites were
consistently being placed in areas inhabited by blacks. To describe it,
Chavis coined the term “environmental racism.” “It is racial discrimina-
tion in environmental policy making,” he explains. “It is the deliberate
targeting of people-of-color communities for hazardous waste facilities,
such as landfills and incinerators” And it was a problem that had been
ignored by the traditional environmental groups, whose leaders and
members are predominately white. For his work in this area, Chavis was
named a senior advisor to the Clinton-Gore transition team in late 1992,
charged with developing policies on environmental issues for the new
presidential administration.
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NAACP

In April 1993, Chavis was named Executive Director of the NAACP, replac-
ing the retiring Benjamin Hooks. The year-long selection process for that
pusition was often filled with strife and dissension. Many saw it as a
turning point, a referendum on the future direction and purpose of the
NAACP which some critics called irrelevant, out of touch with current x
needs, and still living in the glory days of the early civil rights movement.

Some charge that the group has concentrated too heavily on civil rights

issues, which primarily concern the middle class, while ignoring the social

problems of young and poor urban blacks, like crime, violence, drugs,

poverty, unemployment, and dysfunctional families.

Many see Chavis as a dynamic leader ready to bring the NAACP into the
present. For his part, Chavis has clarified his view of the role of the
organization: “The NAACP is a social-change organization. We're not a
social service. So the NAACP is not going to start having soup lines or
building housing shelters. We're going to activate our 2,200 units . . . and
get them to focus on impacting the public-policy agenda at the local level,
the state level, and the federal level in a way that can make a difference.”
To that end, he has identified certain priorities: to launch an aggressive
campaign to recruit new young black members; to fight neighborhood
crime by increasing the organizations presence in communities; o build
an endowment fund to ensure financial stability and independence; to
extend membership to other minorities; to establish chapters in Africa and
the Caribbean to create an international human rights organization; to fight
environmental racism; and to increase lobbying efforts in Congress. It is
an impressive agenda, and an ambitious one. His many supporters hope
he can succeed.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Chavis has been married twice. He has divulged little information about
his first marriage, which took place when he was quite young and which
ended in divorce. The couple had four children, now grown: Michele,
Paula, Benjamin 1], and Renita. '

Chavis remarried in 1989. He met his second wife, Dominican-born
Martha Rivera Chavis, in June of that year. Fluent in French and Por-
tuguese, she was working at the Angolan Embassy in Paris as a translator.
He was visiting the embassy en route to Africa while protesting U.S. policy
toward the Angolan government. They were married just three months
later. They have two young children, Franklin and Ana.

WRITINGS

An American Political Prisoner Appeals for Human Rights, 1979
Psalms from Prison, 1983
"Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States,” 1987
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HONORS AND AWARDS

National Community Service Award (Congressional Black Caucus): 1977

Paul Robeson National Freedom Medal (German Democratic Republic):
1977

Letelier-Moffitt International Human Rights Award (National Institute
for Policy Sciences): 1978

National Courage Award (Southern Christian Leadership Conference):
1979

National Award {National Conference of Black Political Scientists): 1980

International Human Rights Award (Howard University Law School):
1980

Marcus Garvey/Steve Biko Memorial Award (University of Colorado): 1981

William Spofford Human Rights Award (Episcopal Church Publishing
Company): 1982

Horrace Sudduth Award {National Business League): 1989

Gertrude E. Rush Distinguished Service Award (National Bar Associ-
ation); 1991

Martin Luther King, Jr., Freedom Award (Progressive Baptist Convention)

FURTHER READING

BOOKS

Who's Whe among Black Americans, 1992-93
PERIODICALS

Akron Beacon fournal, Oct. 3, 1993, Magazine Section, p4

Andubon Magazine, Jan.-Feb. 1992, p.30

Charlotte Observer, Apr. 17, 1993, p.Al15

Ebony, July 1993, p.76

Los Angeles Times, Apr. 18, 1993, p.M3

New York Times, Dec. 15, 1979, p.A10; Dec. 5, 1980, p.A20; Apr. 10, 1993,
p-A6; Apr. 11, 1993, Sec. 1, p.20

Newsweek, June 14, 1993, p.68

People, July 19, 1993, p.65

ULS. News and World Report, Aug. 30, 1993, p.34

Washington Post, May 16, 1993, p.All

ADDRESS

NAACP
4805 Mt. Hope Drive
Baltimorg, MD 21215-3297
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Connie Chung 1946-

American Broadcast Journalist
Co-Anchor of “CBS Evening News” an
Host of “Eye To Eye With Connie Chu

BIRTH

Constance Yu-Wha Chung was born in Washington, I
August 20, 1946, the tenth and youngest child of William 1
Margaret {Ma) Chung. She was the first in her family to
on American soil. Before the Chungs immigrated to the
States in 1945, two daughters and three sons had died
native China, where medical treatment for civilians we
obtainable in the turbulent years preceding and during W
II. Chung’s surviving siblings are her four sisters—Jos
Charlotte, June, and Mimi.
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CONNIE CHUNG

YOUTH

Connie Chung spent her childhood in the midst of a happy and boisterous
brood growing up in Washington's Maryland suburbs. Her father, a former
intelligence officer in the government of Chiang Kai-shek, had moved his
family to the U.S. capital, where he worked at the Chinese Embassy. But
political changes in China would affect the lives of the Chung family in
Washington. In 1949, the Communists seized power and ocusted the
government of Chiang Kai-shek, which retreated to Taiwan. At that
point, the elder Chung took a job in the Washington office of the
United Nations.

The family lived in a modest Washington neighborhood, and Connie
remembers the simple pleasures of parties and picnics and playing with
the paper dolls she pressed between the pages of Life magazine. As the
baby of the family, she was overshadowed by the vivacious older sisters
who had been given the honor of choosing her name. When William
Chung called from the hospital with the news of her birth, the sisters “went
to their movie magazines and said ‘the first page we turn to is going to
be her/” Connie tells now in mock horror. “It could have been a real
disaster, but it was Constance Moore [a movie and television actress of
that era]. Oh, was I lucky”

Connie was an exceptionally quiet and sensitive little girl—meek, by her
own admission—and recalls a time when she ran home crying because
the teacher noted on her report card that she spoke too softly. By her teen
years, though, she had learned to speak up with confidence, and she
began to take part in school activities. Always small and delicate of build,
Chung looks back at her youthful appearance, which she describes as
being as narrow as a “small letter { with long feet.”

EARLY MEMORIES

Once the Chung family had settled in the U.S., they conformed without
delay to their new culture. They did, however, continue to speak Chinese
at home, and being at ease in the language of her ancestors has proved
to be an advantage to Connie’s career. One great societal difference,
though, that was quickly put to rest in this country was the widely
accepted Chinese custom of men having concubines (mistresses).
Connie has a clear memory of listening to her mother reveal what life was
like under such circumstances. "My mother would tell us these horrible
stories,” Connie says, “where she would walk into a restaurant and say,
‘I'm here to meet with Mr. Chung, and they would say, ‘Oh, Mrs. Chung
is already back there’ She would be livid”

EDUCATION

Chung was active in student government during her high-school years,
developing a yen for politics that was further fed in the news-saturated
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atmosphere of Washington. She attended the University of Maryland
initially majored in biology. But after a stimulating summer interns
writing speeches and press releases for New York Congressman Seyrr
Halpern, she promptly switched to journalism. The shift in discipl
proved both provident and timely. Chung received her bachelor of scie
degree in journalism from Maryland in 1969.

CHOOSING A CAREER

With a brand-new college diploma in hand, Chung was intent on breal
into television news. She took her first step in that direction with a
as secretary and copy clerk at Washington’s Channel 5, WTTG-TV. Sr
and engagingly aggressive, she soon worked her way up to newswri
and on-air reporting. Pressure was heavy on the networks at this |
to hire more women and minorities—and Chung qualified in |
categories. CBS, already impressed with what it had seen of her,
quick to sign her on in 1971 when she applied for work in its Wash
ton affiliate.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Engrossed in her new job and eager to take on any assignment, Ch
covered a wide variety of news stcries, from murders to air disaster
political activities on Capitol Hill. Dan Rather, now her co-anchor at (
remembers her dogged persistence from those early days, and once
a New York interviewer, “You couldn’t be around her for five seconds
not know that she was willing to do anything . . . . She was literally
first person off the bench to tug at [the bureau chief’s] sleeve and say
me in, coach That was very impressive.”

Chung soon began to report on national and international issues.
covered George McGovern's 1972 presidential campaign, becomin;
expert on the (unsuccessful) candidate in the process. After the elect
she accompanied President Richard Nixon to the Middle East and
Soviet Union. She elbowed her way into the toughest assignments
was one of thé most energetic and tenacious reporters in interviey
key figures of the Watergate scandal that ultimately led to Ni>
1974 resignation.

The hard-working young reporter was assigned to CBS affiliate KINX
Los Angeles in 1976, and there she quickly rose to anchor stardom on |
local and national broadcasts, Her salary, too, escalated in relation
to her popularity, eventually reaching an estimated $700,000 before
left CBS and the West Coast in 1983 to anchor “NBC News at Sun
from New York. Only a little over a decade earlier she had been wor
for $27,000 a year. Newsweek noted at that time that the “ferociousl:
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defatigable Chung began carrying the most grueling workload in the elec-
tronic press,” as she simultaneously took on assignments as a reporter
for “Today” and political correspondent for NBC’s “Nightly News” To
further burden an already demanding schedule, she also anchored the
latter show’s Saturday evening edition. Chung was working eighteen-hour
days, running home to snatch three hours of sleep each weekday after-
naon and another three hours at night. Even Saturdays were hectic as
she prepared for the evening news.

Inthose early years with NBC, Chung appeared first as chief correspon-
dent, then as co-anchor, with Roger Mudd in a prime-time newsmagazine
that was canceled for lack of viewer interest. In March 1986, she left the
“Sunrise” show to spend time on other assignments and on an
expanded schedule that called for her to fill in occasionally for Tom Brokaw
on the weeknight news. She co-wrote and hosted several specials,
exhibiting, said a Savvy feature story, “her agile mastery of the broadcasting
switcheroo, from the sober reportorial mode to a peppier, fluffier, eye-
zapping style designed for what Chung calls ‘the more populist’ subjects.”
Some of those specials were so removed from hard news that she had
to suffer harsh reviews. However, her energy and good nature helped to
deflect the carping of critics.

In 1989, Chung returned to her first network home, CBS, to anchor the
Sunday news and head up a weekly show called “Saturday Night with
Connie Chung.” Critics attacked both host and network for corrupting
the newsmagazine format with staged footage of actual events, and the
program made a quick exit. Undaunted, Chung was soon back on prime
time with “Face to Face with Connie Chung,” a revamped series that won
an Emmy Award for its timely interviews and groundbreaking repoi:-.
Although successful, the new show was abandoned when its host cut back
on her frenetic schedule in hopes of starting a family.

Throughout the frustration of trying to establish a surefire TV
newsmagazine and to shrug off a growing reputation for covering “soft”
news, Chung managed to stay focused. She served as correspondent and
rotating anchor for CBS coverage of the 1991 war in the Persian Gulf, and
contributed to the network’s report on the 1992 political campaign. A
tireless worker, in spite of her “reduced” workload, she also continued
to fill in frequently for anchorman Dan Rather.

AN ANCHOR SEAT AT LAST

Connie Chung’s career reached new heights in June 1993 when she was
named co-anchor with Rather on the weekday “CBS Evening News.” She
“has been building for this moment,” wrote Rick Marin in TV Guide, “since
she started answering phones at Washington, D.Cs Channel 5 24 years
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ago.” Chung currently is the only woman anchor on a major network,
and the second woman ever to grasp that prize assignment. Barbara
Walters had an ill-fated co-anchor stint with the late Harry Reasoner
(1976-78), and networks have shied away from this kind of pairing ever
since. To date, no woman has been the sole regular anchor on a weeknight
network news program.

Chung has one of the highest viewer popularity ratings {and highest
salaries}) in network news, and also is immensely well-liked by her
colleagues. Driven in her career, glamorous to her public, mischievous
and irreverent 1n her frequent celebrity appearances, she is also totally
unpretentious in person. Even critics who question the weight of her
authority have few doubts that she will carry the torch for her gender in
changing the face of network news.

Currently, Chung plans to continue to anchor her new “Eye To Eye with
Connie Chung” series as a second major assignment, but insists that her
commitment to the nightly news broadcast has first priority.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Married to talk-show host Maury (Maurice Richard) Povich, whom she
met on her first job in Washington more than two decades ago, Chung
often speaks of their long-term involvement. Their romance began while
both were working in California, but they did not marry for six years. Their
careers took separate paths, and they were estranged briefly. Even after
their wedding on December 2, 1984, they had a “commuter” marriage for
a year until Povich moved from Washington to New York to anchor “A
Current Affair” He now hosts the nationally syndicated daytime talk show
that bears his name.

The high-profile media couple live in a spacious co-op apartment on
Manhattan’s West Side during the week, and spend as many weekends
as possible at their 1840 country house in New Jersey. There are no children
from this union, although Povich has two grown daughters from an earlier
marriage. In 1950, Chung publicly announced plans to curtail her work
schedule and “take a very aggressive approach to having a baby” So far,
she has been disappointed. For Chung, at age 47 and with a new and
demanding job, motherhood seems to be a dwindling prospect.

MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES

Chung, who speaks Chinese, visited the land of her heritage for the first
time in 1987. As part of an NBC news team broadcasting live from Beijing
and other cities in China, she interviewed relatives she had not met before,
learning from them about the war years of the 1940s and the Cultural
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Revolution of Communist leader Mao Zedong. “I was pretty anxious about
it” [going in with cameras rolling], Chung admitted, “but it was the most
rewarding experience I've ever had.” In a moving interview a few years
ago, she told of her days in China and of visiting her grandparents’ graves.
“I cried a lot with my relatives . . . . My life has been much more defined
by my roots since that experience.”

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

An ambitious and diligent journalist, Chung seems to have little time for
interests outside her work and the reading that it entails. She is, say her
husband and friends, a world-class shopper who can find relaxation in
combing the stores for new fashions. “It’s mental therapy to get lost in
something mundane and fun,” she explains. One entire bedroom in the
Chung/Pavich apartment has been converted into closet space for Con-
nie’s beautiful, and meticulously maintained, wardrobe.

Besides the shopping sprees, Chung enjoys weekends at her country
house or, whenever she can slip away, in the Washington area with her
now-widowed mother. And when the New York Knicks play at home, she
and Maury often are seen cheering for their team from the sidelines.

HONORS AND AWARDS

Certificate of Achievement (U.S. Humane Society): 1969, for broadcasts
promoting public awareness of the cruelty of seal harvesting

Outstanding Excellence in News Reporting and Public Service Award
{Chinese-American Citizens Alliance): 1973

Outstanding Young Woman of the Year (Ladies Howme fournal): 1975

Emmy Award (National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences): 1978,
1980, 1987, for individual achievemenc

Women in Communications Award (California State University): 1979

Geurge Foster Peabody Award (Maryland Center for Public Broadcasting):
1480, for programs on the environment

First Amendment Award (Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith); 1981

Silver Gavel Award (American Bar Association): 199, for report on the
controversy over testing rapists for AIDS

FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Famous Asianr Americans, 1992
Who's Who in America, 1992-93
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Business Week, May 31, 1993, p.33
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Good Housekeeping, June 1993, p.112
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Ladies’ Home Journal, Oct. 1993, p.66

New York Times, Feb. 19, 1990, p.C11; May 16, 1993, p.C18

People, June 10, 1985, p.151; Apr. 10, 1989, p.116; Aug. 2, 1990, p.74;
June 21, 1993, p.59

Redbook, Oct. 1991, p48

Savvy, Apr. 1988, p46

TV Guide, Aug. 12, 1989, p.2; Aug. 17, 1990, p.33; June 5, 1993, p.8

Vanity Fair, Nov. 1988, p.165

ADDRISS

Office of Connie Chung
555 West 57th Street, 18th Floor
New York, NY 10019
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BRIEF ENTRY

Rita Dove 1952-
American Poet, Novelist, and Short Story Writer
Poet Laureate of the United States

EARLY LIFE AND CAREER

Rita Dove was born in Akron, Ohio, August 28, 1952. She was
an excellent student throughout her school years. In 1970, she was
selected as a Presidential Scholar, one of the 100 best high school
graduates in the U.S. She attended Miami University of Ohio,
where she graduated with highest honors. She later attended the
University of Tubingen in Germany as the recipient of a Fulbright
fellowship. She also earned a master’s degree from the University
of Towa in 1977. Dove has received numerous awards and
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fellowships from such groups as the Guggenheim Foundation,
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the National Endowment for the A
She currently teaches creative writing at the University of Virginia, wh
she holds the Commonwealth Chair in English. She is married to a G
man writer, Fred Viebahn, and they have a daughter, Aviva.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Dove's collections of poetry include The Yellow House on the Corner (19
Museum (1983), and the Pulitzer-Prize winning Thonias and Beulah (19!
In the words of critic Helen Vendler, “Pure shapes, her poems exhibit
thrift that Yeats called the sign of a perfected manner”

POET LAUREATE

Dove was named Poet Laureate in May of 1993 and began her dutie:
October. She is the seventh Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry and
second woman to be named to the position since the “Poet Laure:
title was added to the “Consultant in Poetry” post in 1985. As |
Laureate, Dave is responsible for advising the Library of Congress’s |
grams in poetry and literature and also for helping develop the literal
collection. She will also organize the Library’s series of free readings .
lectures. In naming her to the position, Dr. James H. Billington,

Librarian of Congress, noted: “1 take much pleasure in announcing
selection of a younger poet of distinction and versatility. . . . We wil
pleased to have an outstanding representative of a new and ric
variegated generation of American poets’

Dove will continue in her post for the 1993-94 session, which runs f
October to May. She is now dividing her time between the Library of €
gress in Washington and her continuing duties at the Universit)
Virginia.

FURTHER READING

Contemporary Anthors Neie Revision Series, Vol. 27
New York Times, May 19, 1993, p.CI3
Who's Who in Amcerica, 1990-91

ADDRESS

Poctry Office
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 20540-8910
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Daisy Fuentes 1966-
Cuban-Born American V] on MTV

EARLY LIFE AND CAREER

Daisy Fuentes was born on November 17, 1966, in Havana, Cuba.
Her father is a real estate investor, and her mother is a painter.
Because her mother was a Spanish citizen, they were able to
emigrate from Cuba when Daisy was three. The family lived in
Spain for four years before settling in New Jersey, where Fuentes
grew up. She soon became fluent in both Spanish and English.

While attending Bergen Community College, Fuentes started
modeling. She met the wife of a TV executive, who encouraged
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her to try for a job with a Spanish TV station in New York City. As Fuentes
relates, “She was really impressed with my Spanish. She said we needed
more young people who knew how to speak both languages properly.”
And Fuentes fit the bill. She got the job at the TV station, starting out
as the weather anchor. It helped her get the experience she needed on
the air, she says, but it was “extremely boring.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

So boring, in fact, that in 1987 she sent off an unsolicited audition tape
to MTV. Executives at the music video network loved it, and they picked
her to host the new cable series “MTV Internacional,” an hourlong
Spanish-language music show that is syndicated in the U.S. and in 17 Latin
American countries. The series debuted in July 1988, and response to
Fuentes was so positive that she became a regular V] on MTV. During
the summer, she also hosts the popular “Beach MTV,” and her sunny smile
and bubbly personality light up the show. In addition, Fuentes has been
studying acting, appearing on the soap opera “Loving” and on the season
opener of the PBS mystery series “Ghostwriter” She also recently signed
a multi-year modeling contract with Revlon, to represent that company'’s
cosmetic and beauty lines.

In October 1993, the video network started a new 24-hour-per-day chan-
nel, MTV Latino, broadcast in Latin America and in key markets in the
U.S. Fuentes will work on that channel as well, hosting features about
Latin musicians. She has long been a pop idol in Latin America--with
love letters from fans and adoring hordes at all her appearances—-and this
move is sure to increase her popularity, both in the U.S. and abroad.

FURTHER READING

Boston Globe, Aug. 2, 1990, Arts and Film Section, p.25
People, Sept. 13, 1993, p.15

Philadelphia Daily News, Aug. 8, 1990, Features, p.38
Vugue, Aug. 1991, p.110

ADDRESS

MTV
1515 Broadway
New York, NY 10036




Ruth Bader Ginsburg 1933-
American Jurist and Legal Scholar
Associate Justice, United States
Supreme Court

BIRTH

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the second woman ever to sit on the United
States Supreme Court, was born on March 15, 1933, in the Flat-
bush section of Brooklyn, New York. She was the second daughter
of Nathan and Celia (Amster) Bader, whose only other child,
Marilyn, died of meningitis at the age of six. It was Marilyn who
first called her little sister “Kiki,” a pet name still used by relatives
and old friends.
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YOUTH

Reared as an only child, Ruth benefitted from the intellectual ambition
of her mother, whose own hopes for education beyond high school were
denied when she had to go to work in New Ycrk’s garment district to help
send an older brother to college. In the early decades of this century, this
sexual double standard was a way of life, and it was commonplace for
boys to be given first consideration for higher education. But as David
Margolis explained in the New York Tines, Celia Bader, “a voracious reader
herself, hooked [her little girl] on reading through trips to a public library
atop a Chinese restaurant off King’s Highway in Brooklyn. Ever since,
Judge Ginsburg has said, she has associated the aroma of Chinese food
with the pleasures of reading.”

This early introduction to books made a deep impression on Ruth, a
thoughtful child by nature, and set her on a path to eventual academic
achievement. In her Rose Garden speech after President Clinton named
her to the Supreme Court in June 1993, Ginsburg paid tender tribute to
the mother who had instilled in her the love of learning. Exhibiting rare
emotion, she said, “ pray that I may be all that she would have been had
she lived in an age when wo:nen could aspire and achieve, and daughters
are cherished as much as sons.”

Friends from Ginsburg's childhood and adolescence say that her brilliance
as a student and her quiet demeanor did not keep her from having a host
of friends. She was active and immensely popular, even though, as one
former classmate put it, “scary smart.”

EDUCATION

Ginsburg's introduction to formal education came at Public School 238
in her Flatbush neighborhood. It was there that she first demonstrated
an interest in the law by writing editorials for the school paper about the
Magna Carta and the Bill of Rights. Later, at Brooklyn’s highly regarded
James Madison High School, she won scholastic honors while also par-
ticipating in a number of extracurricular activities—among them, baton
twirling. Sadly, the day before graduation in june 1950, her mother died
of cancer, and Ruth did not attend the commencement ceremony; her
numerous awarc. were delivered to her at home.

She won further recognition at Cornell University in upstate New York,
where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa Phi, honorary
scholastic societies. She graduated summa cum laude in 1954 with a
bachelor's degree in government and also distinguished herself in
all subjects.

Ginsburg then took a short break from her education. She had recently
married Martin Ginsburg, then a law student. The newlyweds spent the
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next two years at Fort 5ill, Oklahoma, where Martin did army service and
where their first child, Jane, was born in 1955. They then moved to
Cambridge, Massachusetts, where Ginsburg and her husband attended
Harvard Law School for two years (1956-58). She transferred to Colum-
bia Law for her senior year when her husband, newly gradualed, took
a position with a New York City law firm. At both universities, she was
elected to the prestigious Law Review and, upon graduation from
Columbia with a J.D. (juris doctor), she tied for first place in the Class
of 1959.

CHOOSING A CAREER

The workings of government had fascinated young Ruth Bader throughout
her school years, and she settled on the law as a carcer while still in
undergraduate school. She has said, however, that she does not recall any
one particular event that influenced her decision. Her widowed father had
reservations and tried to direct her toward teaching, which he con-
sidered a more sensible choice. The pervading attitudes of the 1950s
did not lend themselves easily to women in the legal profession and
Nathan Bader, a man of madest means, worried about his daughter’s finan-
cial security. Ruth, however, was inspired by her government studies and
could not be forced to change her mind. She went ahead with her law
school plans.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Even with an enviable academic record, Ginsburg faced discrimination
in trying to find a job as a lawyer. None of the firins to which she applied
offered her a job, and a clerkship also seemed out of reach. She had
worked impossible hours in an effort to study, to help her husband
through a bout with cancer, and to care for their little daughter. Some
years later, Ginsburg would wrile about her difficulty in finding work:
“In the Fifties, the traditional law firms were just beginning to turn around
on hiring Jews. But to be a woman, a Jew and a mother to boot—that com-
bination was a bit much” When she was recommended for a clerkship
with then-Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter, a man celebrated for
his marked liberal tendencies, he too declined to interview her. Finally,
in spite of the rampant discrimination against women in those times,
Ginsburg was hired to clerk (1959-61) for the Honorable Edmund L.
Palmieri of the U.S. Di- trict Court in Manhattan. She has often said that
she found that experience both valuable and stimulating.

Ginsburg worked next on an international civil procedures project at
Columbia and, as part of that program, spent two summers in Sweden.
That assignment resulted in a book, Civil Procedures in Sweden, written
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with Anders Bruzelius—but more, it was the beginning of the femi-
nist consciousness that eventually led her to become a champion of
women's rights.

From 1963 to 1972, Ginsburg taught at Rutgers University Law School,
commuting to Newark, New Jersey, each day while juggling her
expanding family responsibilities at home in New York. A second child,
James, was born in 1965, and Ginsburg’s seriously ill father had become
part of the household. Nevertheless, the Ginsburgs remained dedicated
to their professional goals, with Ruth never considering a leave of absence.

While at Rutgers, Ginsburg began litigating sex-discrimination cases. She
became a pioneer in the field, successfully arguing five cases before the
U.S. Supreme Court for the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLL), an
organization she served as general counsel and national board memter.
She was the director of the Women's Rights Project for the ACLU, and
in that position she “adopted a strategy intended to convince the Justices
that laws that discriminated between men and women—even those laws
that were meant to help women—were based on unfair and harmful
stereotypes and were in most cases unconstitutional,” according to Neil
A. Lewis of Tne New York Times. For the Supreme Court cases, she
organized the briefs, found plaintiffs, and gave the oral arguments. One
such case, Craig v. Boren, which Ginsburg argued before the court in 1976,
resulted in a standard still used in cases of sex discrimination. The
Oklahoma law, struck down after Ginsburg’s Supreme Court challenge,
allowed women aged 19 to buy 3.2 percent beer, while men had to be 21
to do so.

Harvard invited her to teach a one-semester course in 1971 but, says the
Wall Street Journal, “dawdled in offering her a job. In swooped Columbia
Law School, which quickly hired [her] as its first tenured female faculty
member” Ginsburg taught at Columbia from 1971 to 1980. During those
years, she was also a visiting lecturer on a number of prestigious faculties,
among them the New York University School of Law, University of Amster-
dam (Netherlands), University of Strasbourg (France), the Salzburg
(Austria) Seminar in American Studies, and the Aspen {Colorado)
Institute. In addition, she was honored with a year's fellowship (1977-78)
at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford
in California.

A FEDERAL JUDGESHIP

The national acclaim Ginsburg had gained as counsel to the ACLU led
to her 1980 appointment by then-President Carter to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia. Long a heroine to fiberals as a strong
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advocate for women’s equality, she assumed a surprisingly moderate and
unpredictable judicial role, “showing little of the passion that so fueled
her earlier work,” said Newsweek in June 1993. The crusader for gender
equality proved to be a cautious, centrist judge during her thirteen years
on the federal bench. Her frequent criticism of the broad scope of Roe v.
Wade, the Supreme Court’s landmark 1973 ruling that guaranteed wos :en's
right to an abortion, has been condemned by some women’s advocacy
groups. Yet according to Ginsburg’s defenders, she objects not to the out-
come of the Roe decision—the legality of abortion—but instead to the
judicial reasoning that underlies it. In the Roe decision, the justices con-
cluded that an individual’s constitutional right to privacy guarantees the
right to an abortion. Ginsburg believes that the right to an abortion should
be based instead on the legal right to equal protection.

ELEVATION TO THE HIGHEST COURT

In early 1993, when Justice Byron White announced his imminent retire-
ment from the Supreme Court, President Clinton began a frustrating and
uncomimonly public search for White’s replacement. He was looking for
“abold politician who could muster a bloc to counter the court’s conser-
vatives,” suggested Business Week, but in nominating Ruth Bader Ginsburg
on June 14, he "got a detail-oriented professional whose rulings . . . reveal
neither a conservative ideologue nor a wild-eyed radical”

Ginsburg’s Senate confirmation was swift and without obstruction, and
she took her oath of office on August 1, 1993—publicly at the White House
and privately at the Supreme Court. A formal ceremony was held in
chambers October 1, three days before the start of the new term.

Justice Ginsburg is the second woman ever to serve on the nation’s highest
court, joining Sandra Day O’Connor, a Ronald Reagan appointee who was
seated in 1981. Ginsburg also is the first Jew to serve since the late Abe
Fortas resigned in 1969.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Ruth Bader and Martin D. Ginsburg were introduced by mutual friends
during Ruth’s first semester at Cornell, and they remained sweethearts
throughout their college years. They were married on June 23, 1954, shortly
after her graduation. The Ginsburgs have two children, now grown. Their
daughter, Jane Carol, is a tenured professor at Columbia Law School where
her mother, who taught there from 1963 to 1972, was the first woman ever
granted that status. Their son, James Steven, is a University of Chicago
law student currently on leave to work as a classical record producer.

A co-op apartment in Washing on’s Watergate complex is home to Ruth
and Martin Ginsburg. Martin is a noted tax attorney in his own right,
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but also fills another role, that of family cook. Ruth makes no claims to
culinary expertise. “In certain respects,” says People magazine, “the
Ginsburgs’ domestic life resembles the gender-blend ideal that Ruth has
fought for.” ¢

MAJOR INFLUENCES

In a role reversal that is rare even by today’s standards, Martin Ginsburg
has been the bedrock upon which the new justice’s remarkable career was
established and has flourished. He, more than any other person in her
life, has advised and supported her—in the beginning by sharing
household and child-care responsibilities so that she could attend law
school, and later, by arranging his own professional activities to coincide
with her growing opportunities. In 1980, when she was appointed to a
federal judgeship, he left behind a successful career as a tenured law
professor at Columbia to be with her in Washington. Justice Ginsburg
readily concedes that, without her husband’s unqualified support, she
might never have reached the chambers of the Supreme Court.

Two others, in particular, have inspired Ginsburg: her mother, a woman
of “tremendous intellect,” she says, who urged her to develop her abilities
to the fullest; and Robert E. Cushman, her government professor at Cor-
neil, a man she describes as “a defender of our deep-seated national
values—freedom of thought, speech, and press” Ginsburg worked as
Cushman’s student assistant in the mid-1950s, in the midst of the
McCarthy era. This was a time named for the late US. Senator Joseph
P. McCarthy, a demagogue who hysterically exploited people’s fears of com-
munism, and who eventually was censured by Congress for his irrespon-
sible and damaging tactics.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Beyond her love of family and the law, opera is Justice Ginsburg’s great
passion—so much so that she had made plans to be an extra at the
Washington Opera during the 1993-94 season until, as the New York Times
reports wryly, “a more lempting part came her way.”

A lifetime given to prodigious study, self-discipline, and meticulous
scheduling has only intensified a public image of cautious reserve, but
Ginsburg is open and friendly in the company of those close to her. She
is a competent horsewoman who also enjoys golf, sailing. and water-
skiing. Her quieter pursuits include watching old movies and setiling down
with mystery stories.

WRITINGS

Civil Procedure in Sweden (with Andrew Bruzelius), 1965
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Text, Cases and Materials on Sex-Based Discrimination (with Herma Hill Kay
and Kenneth M. Davidson), 1974

In addition, Justice Ginsburg has contributed numerous articles to law
reviews and other periodicals on civil procedure, conflict of laws, and con-
stitutional and comparative law.

FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Gilbert, Lynn, and Gaylen Moore. Particular Passions: Talks With Women
Who Have Shaped Our Times, 1981

Swiger, Elinor Porter. Women Lawvyers at Work, 1978

Wiho's Who in America, 1992-93

PERIODICALS

Business Week, June 28, 1993, p.30

Detroit Free Press, June 15, 1993, p. A1; July 11, 1993, p.F1; Oct. 4, 1993, p.A1

Newsweek, June 28, 1993, p.29

New York Times, June 15, 1993, pp.Al, A13; June 16, 1993, pp. Al, Bi; June
25, 1993, p.Al; July 22, 1993, pp. A1, A10; July 23, 1993, p.Al

People, June 28, 1993, p42

Time, June 28, 1993, p.38

LLS. News & World Report, June 28, 1993, p.26

Wall Street Journal, June 15, 1993, pp. Al, Al4

ADDRESS

U.S. Supreme Court
Supreme Court Building
1 First Street NE
Washington, DC 20543
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Melissa Joan Hart 1976-
American Actress

Star of the Hit Nickelodeon Series
“Clarissa Explains It All”

BIRTH

Melissa Joan Hart was born on April 18, 1976, in Smithtown, New
York. Her parents are William Hart, a lobster wholesaler, and Paula
Hart, a show business manager; together, they handle their own
children's professional careers. Melissa is the oldest of their six
children, with four sisters and one brother, Trisha, Elizabeth,
Brian, Emily, and Alexandra, just born in November 1993. All the
children except the new baby are active in show business.
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MELISSA JOAN HART

YOUTH

When Melissa was three, the family moved to Sayville, on the South Shore
of Long Island, just outside New York City. Her childhood was dominated
by her acting career, which she began in earnest at the age of four.

EDUCATION

According to Melissa, her first memory of school was “walking into
kindergarten and seeing a doll in a cradle. I walked over to pick it up and
a little girl yelled at me. Later that day we became best friends” Melissa
attended Cherry Avenue Elementary School and Sayville Junior High, both
in her home town. She then transferred to the Professional Ch 'dren’s High
School in New York City, a school designed to accommodate the needs
of children pursuing careers in the performing arts.

While filming “Clarissa,” Hart splits her time between attending high
school and being tutored three hours a day on the set, as required by law.
“It's easier in some ways and harder in some ways,” Hart once confided.
“It’s only 15 hours a week, not a lot. But it’s with one tutor for the whole
15 hours, one on one!” During this final year of high school, she is also
doing an internship at Nickelodeon in TV and film production. By
studying the technical aspects of filmmaking, she is preparing someday
to direct or produce. First, though, she hopes to be accepted by New York
University for fall 1994.

FIRST JOBS

Melissa started in show business early. Her first job was an audition at
age four for a Splashy doll commercial. She got that part, and since that
time has been working nonstop. By the age of five she had appeared in
22 commercials, and over 150 to date, including those for Rice Krispies,
Arnold Bread, Fritos, General Electric, and Tylenol.

From commercials, Hart went on to appear on TV and on stage. On TV,
she starred in the Emmy-award winning movie “Christmas Snow” and
guest starred on “The Equalizet,” “"The Luci Arnaz Show,” “The Adven-
tures of Con Sawyer and Hucklemary Finn,” “Another World,” and "Satur-
day Night Live!” In the theater, she made her off-Broadway debut with
the Circle Repertory Company in 1989 in Joseph Pintaurd’s play Beside
Herself, co-starring William Hurt. The following year, she appeared in the
Circle Rep’s production of Peter Hedges's Imagining Brad. In 1992, she ap-
peared in a Broadway production of Arthur Miller's The Crucible.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
"CLARISSA EXPLAINS IT ALL"

Meanwhile, Hart’s big break came in 1991. The cable channel Nickelodeon,
still in its early days with little original programming, was auditioning
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hundreds of young women across the country for a part in a new weekly
series. Already a veteran performer, Hart won the role. "Clarissa Explains
It All” debuted in March 1991. The series was originally shown on
Sundays at 6:30 p.m. before moving to its current slot on Saturdays at
8:00 p.m., leading off the popular SNICK lineup.

“Clarissa” is a situation comedy about the Darling family: Clarissa, her
parents, Marshall, an architect, and Janet, “a regular mom pretty much,”
and her younger brother, Ferguson, or Ferg-Face. Offering Clarissa’s
unique view of family life, the series has won acclaim for its pioneering
format and techniques. Clarissa often speaks directly to the camera
“explaining it all,” providing commentary and advice on parents, siblinge,
fashion, and dating. Episodes mix live acticn with a wide variety of special
effects, including dream sequences, monologues, quick scenes, computer
animation, and instant repiay.

Yet the highlight of the show is definitely Clarissa. A computer whiz,
Clarissa is an individual—funny, observant, creative, unaffected,
outspoken, down-to-earth, and smart. She is also opinionated, and she
is not the least bit reluctant to share her views with others. Central to the
success of the series is Hart's portrayal of Clarissa. Critics have applauded
her intelligence, low-key charm, and natural performing style—qualities
shared by both the character and the actress that portrays her. Yet Hart
is quick to point out their differences, highlighting the character’s

u
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MELISSA JOAN HART

individualism and creativity. “"Clarissa is coo! because she doesn't worry
about peer pressure. She sets her own trends and doesn't care what anyone
says. I'd like to be like that.”

"“Clarissa is a lot more outgoing and always has a plan for everything,
whereas I'm shy to people I don’t know well and I do things spur of the
moment. Now that I've found Clarissa I really like what she is, who she
is, and I'm starting to become more like her. She helps kids deal with peer
pressure because she doesn’t care what anyone thinks. She dresses really
different. Her thing is: just be yourself, be original. Don't be afraid of what
people think. Live your own life.”

Since its debut, "Clarissa Explains It All” has become tremendously
popular with the Nickelodeon audience—so popular, in fact, that Hart
was astounded at the screaming mobs at recent public appearances. Staf-
fers have been overwhelmed by the quantity of fan mail the series
generates. And television commentators have been surprised by the
show’s appeal to a broad aucience. The series draws roughly equal
numbers of male and female viewers, disproving the traditional view that
teenage boys won't watch a series about girls. The success of "Clarissa
Explains It All” has led Hart and the network, Nickelodeon, to want to
continue the series for as long as possible. The only problem, of course,
is that teenage girls grow up. The cast and crew is currently working at
a steady pace—three weeks on, two weeks off—trying to film as many
episodes as possible before Hart looks too old for the part.

HOME AND FAMILY

Hart splits her time among three homes: the family home on Long Island's
South Shore, a rambling, 11-room house where her father still has his
business; a townhouse in Greenwich Village, in Mankattan, where she
spends time with her mother and siblings so that she can attend high
school in the city; and a condominium owned bv Nickelodeon near its
studios in Orlando, Florida, where she stays while taping “Clarissa.’

MAJOR INFLUENCES

Once, when an interviewsr asked wbout role models, Hart talked about
her admiration for Shirley Temple. “I have a lot of her movies. I would
like to meet her. She has inspired me. She is a tap dancer, singer, and
actress. She was also a US. Ambassador” In addition, Hart has said that
her idols include Wynona Ryder and Julia Roberts.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

In interviews, Hart has revealed several of her favotite things, Jike baked
clams, slecping late, dancing, “The Simpsons,” “Roseanne,” skiing,
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going to the beach, and chocolate ice cream. She also collects Shirley Tem-
ple memorabilia. Hart listens to progressive music, especially the Ramones,
R.E.M., and They Might Be Giants, and enjoyed hanging out at the
Lollapalooza concert last summer. She likes to read, particularly plays.
Some of her favorite books include the play Romeo and Juliet by William
Shakespeare and the novel Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck.

HONORS AND AWARDS
Youth in Film Awards: 1992 and 1993 (2 awards), Best Actress in a
Cable Show

FURTHER READING

BOOKS

Kriegerman, Mitchell, and Mollie Fermaglich. Clarissa’s All-in-One Perfect
Complete Book of Everything Important (Until I Change My Mind!), 1993

PERIODICALS

New York Newsday, Apr. 4, 1991, p.71; June 12, 1991, p.95; Oct. 2, 1991, p.53
New York Thmes, Aug. 25, 1991, Section 1], p.21

Orlando Sentinel, june 22, 1991, p.E1; Jan. 3, 1993, p.D1

People, June 10, 1991, p.101

LISA Today, Aug. 13, 1993, p.D3

Washington Post, Aug. 8, 1993, TV Section, p.6

ADDRESS

Nickelodeon
1515 Broadway
New York, NY 10036
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Geoff Hooper 1979-
American Winner of the 1993 National
Spelling Bee

EARLY LIFE

Geoffrey Hooper was born on March 3, 1979, in Salemn, Oregon.
His parents are Gary and Annette Hooper, and he has an older
sister, Lisa. Lisa was sure of her brother’s speiling skills early in
his life. “When 1 was a senior in high school, Geoff was proof-
reading my term papers. He was in the third grade,” she recalls.
The family now lives in Bartlett, Tennessee, where Geoff is a ninth-
grader at White Station High School in Memphis.
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MAJOR ACCOMPLIS{IMENTS
THE NATIONAL SPELLING BEE

The National Spelling Bee is sponsored by the Scripps Howard media
organization. Spellers can compete through their eighth grade year. More
than nine million students take part in regional contests each year, and
competitors come from the U.5., Mexico, Guam, Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, and Defense Department Schools in Germany. Geoff was one of
235 regional winners from 47 states. He beat out the previous winner from
his region, 12-year-old Srinivas Ayyagari, for the chance to compete on
the nationat level in Washington, where the finals were held in June of
1993. Going into the championship, Geoff felt good. He said he was “ready
to have fun and meet the other spellers. I like spelling bees because I like
seeing how I match up with everybody”

The national finalists receive advance copies of all words to be spelled
in the first two rounds. Then theyTe on their own. On Thursday, June
3, after successfully spelling slalom, tragedia, oleander, ankh, anorak,
neutercame, empyrean, isopleth, pharisaical, caparison, stupefacient, and
enchilada, Geoff faced the last round of competition. It was down to him
and the only other speller left, David Urban of Texas. David misspelled
renascent. Then Geoff got his final word—kamikaze. As related in Geoff's
local paper, the Memphis Commercial Appeal, "A groan went up from the
crowd, but Geoff just smiled as he coolly spelled it for the championship.”

As his prize, Geoff received $5000, the Heritage Edition of the New
Encyclopedia, a Franklin electronic dictionary, a loving cup, and a day of
fame. He appeared on “Good Morning America” and got to meet Vice
President Al Gore. Geoff remembers the occasion as a special series of
“firsts” for him. He rode on a plane, visited Washington and New York,
rode on a subway, stayed in a hotel suite, and rode in a limousine—all
for the first time. “"And your last,” joked his dad. “Next week you'll be
back to normal, asking if you can go down the street and shoot
some baskets.”

In addition to his spelling abitity, Geoff plays soccer and basketball, and
he reads twice as much as he watches television.

FURTHER READING

New York Times, June 4, 1993, p.A14
Washingfon Post, June 4, 1993, p.C2
ADDRESS

Scripps Howard National Spelling Bee
PO. Box 5380
Cincinnati, OH 45201

62

JbS




Toni Morrison 1931-

American Writer and Author of Song of Solomon,
Beloved, and Jazz

Winner of the 1993 Nobel Prize in Literature

BIRTH

Toni Morrison was born Chloe Anthony Wofford on February 18,
1931, in Lorain, Ohio. Her parents were George Wofford and

Ramah (Willis) Wofford. Morrison was the second of their four
children.

The first African-American woman to win the Nobel Prize in
Literature, Morrison grew up listening to the music, history, and
folklore of her black family and community. Many of these stories
were about her family heritage—stories whose people, places, and
themes echo in her mature writings.

R TS
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Morrison never knew her father’s parents. George Wofford headed north
from Georgia at age 16 and eventually found work in Lorain. Morrison
hasnt disclosed much about his background, except to say that he
endured racist treatment that left him bitter toward whites. But she has
disvussed her mother’s family. Morrison’s great-grandmother was born
a slave, as was her son, John Solomon Willis. Willis, Morrison’s grand-
father, was five when the Emancipation Proclamation freed the slaves. The
family received 88 acres of Alabama land from the US. government
during Reconstruction, after the Civil War. But Willis eventually lost the
family land because of debts he owed, and he and his wife, Ardelia,
became poor sharecroppers. Sharecroppers are farmers who don’t own
their own land, but instead work on someone else’s land, usually for very
little money. According to Morrison, “They had lost their land, like a lot
of black people at the turn of the century, and they were sharecroppers,
which meant they were never able to get out of debt.” In about 1912, they
decided to head north, first to Kentucky, where her grandfather worked
in a coal mine, and then to Lorain, Ohio, a steel mill town on Lake Erie,
outside of Cleveland.

YOUTH

Morrison grew up in Lorain, and her memories of that era have been
crucial to her writing. ”l use so much of my recollections about childhood
as a starting point when I work, as a kind of matrix or well-spring; even
if U'm not writing about it, it's a place where | start—mostly for a kind of

gaze. Our family was large and close and very much dependent on one
another. Everything | did as a child was extremely important. If I didn't
mind the food on the stove and it burned, there was no second thing to
do—~food was not all around in refrigerators the way it is now. If you
weeded the garden, if you earned any money —everything you did made
a difference to the well-being of somebody else”

Morrison grew up during the Great Depression, and times were very
tough. Her father held down three jobs for 17 years, welding in the .
shipyards, working road construction, and washing cars. He deserves
credit, according to Morrison, for helping her develop her strong sense
of self-esteem. Her mother looked after the home and children, chased
away the bill collectors, and sang. Ramah Wofford sang in the church choir
and all day long while doing her chores—opera, jazz, blues, even Vic-
torian music. The love of music was a tradition in her family. Ramalv's father
was a violinist—even when he lost his land, he managed to keep his
violin—and he passed this love of music down to Ramah, who shared
it v ith her daughter.

THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY

The family didn’t have much money, but they did have a strong sense
of community, something that Morrison often incorporates in her
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work. Their neighborhood was somewhat integrated, according to Mor-
rison: “I never lived in a black neighborhood. Poor neighborhoods, yes,
black neighborhoods, no . . . . There were Germans, Irish, Afro-Americans,
Eastern Europeans, Italians, Greeks. In a sense we were integrated. We
all went to the same school. However, uncrossed ethnic and religious lines
existed” Those uncrossed lines contributed to the unity and cohesiveness
of the small black community in Lorain. It was an era when black people
couldn’t expect much help from the government or the rest of society, and
instead looked to their neighbors for help with the sick, the elderly, and
the children. “All sorts of people cared about me in terms of what I was
doing—not just my parents and my aunts and my uncles, but everybody
on the street. If [ was misbehaving somewhere, put on lipstick too soon,
they felt not only free but obliged to tell me not to do it, and  knew [
had better, because they were like surrogate parents—this layer upon layer
of adults that participated in our lives”

EARLY MEMORIES

The issue of race was of great importance while Morrison was growing
up. As she now says, “I grew up in a basically racist household with more
than a child’s share of contempt for white people”” Her father, she relates,
distrusted every word or gesture made by whites, while her mother was

. abit more optimistic: “They differed about whether the moral fiber of white

people would ever improve.”

And they had good reason to feel that way. The Wofford family experienced
daily the prejudice toward African-Americans that was so common at that
time. Morrison has told about one particularly horrifying experience with
that prejudice. When she was about two years old, her parents fell behind
in paying their rent, then about $4 per month. The landlord set the house
on fire-~while they were in it. As she describes it, "It was this hysterical,
out-of-the-ordinary, bizarre form of evil. If you internalized it you'd be
truly and thoroughly depressed because that’s how much your life meant.
For $4 a month somebody would just burn you to a crisp.

“So what you did instead was laugh at him, at the absurdity, at the
monumental crudeness of it. That way you gave back yourself to yourself.
You know what I mean? You distanced yourself from the implications of
the act.

“That's what laughter does. You take it back. You take your life back. You
take your integrity back”

EDUCATION

Littie Chloe Wofford, as she was called then, was a good student, the first
child in her first-grade class to be able to read. She always loved to read;
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she soon discovered it was the thing she did best. When she wa
teenager, her teachers began introducing her to many of the classics:
great Russian novels, Gustave Flaubert, Jane Austen. “Those books w
not written for a little black gitl in Lorain, Ohio, but they were
magnificently done that I got them—they spoke directly to me out of i
own specificity. . . . [When] | wrote my first novel years later, 1 wan
to capture that same specificity about the nature and feeling of the cult
I grew up in” She took four years of Latin, was inducted into
National Honor Society, and graduated from Lorain High Schoot in 1
And because her father had worked three jobs for so many years, she
able to leave Lorain and go on to college.

Morrison went to Washington, D.C., to attend Howard University, tI
an all-black school. She started using the name Toni when other stude
had trouble pronouncing Chloe. Morrison was unimpressed by

shallow life at Howard: “It was about getting married, buying clothes, -
going to parties. It was also about being cool, loving Sarah Vaughn (v
only moved her hand a little when she sang) and MJQ [the Modern ]
Quartet]” She did develop one passion there, though. She joined

Howard University Players, a theater group, and in the summer tou
the South with a repertory group composed of students and profess
After hearing her parents and grandparents’ stories, the South w:
revelation; she explored her reaction to the area in Song of Solomon. &
rison received her bachelor’s degree in English from Howard Univer
in 1953.

Morrison then attended Cornell University, earning her master's de;
in English in 1955. For her thesis, she wrote on the theme of suicid
the works of Virginia Woolf and William Faulkner.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
ACADEM{C CAREER

The next ten years brought a host of changes: starting a career as a
lege teacher; getting married. having children, and getting divorced;
beginning to write.

After leaving Cornell in 1955, Morrison spent the next two years teacl
English at Texas Southern University in Houston. She then took a
tion st Howard, where she had received her bachelor’s degree, and tau
there from 1957 to 1964. It was during the years at Howard that she
started to write. She also met and married her husband, Harold Morri
an architect from Jamaica, and gave birth to her first child, Harold K

In 1964, after leaving Howard, Morrison and her husband and young
went o Europe for the summer. While there, the couple separated; |
later divorced. Since that time, she has refused to discuss her for

(813 I
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husband or their marriage. Morrison returned to the U.S. with her three-
year-old son and another baby on the way. She went back to the family
home in Lorain and gave birth there to her second son, Slade Kevin.

EDITORIAL CAREER

Morrison stayed with her family for a little over a year before moving in
1965 to Syracuse, New York, to take a job as a textbook editor with
Random House. Life in Syracuse, with two young children, no friends,
and no community support, was difficult for Morrison. It was there that
she began seriously to write.

In 1967 she moved from Syracuse to New York City. She was soon trans-
ferred from textbooks to the trade division of Random House, an assign-
ment that suited her well. "I look very hard for black fiction because I
want to participate in developing a canon of black work,” she explained
at that time. “We've had the first rush on black entertainment, where blacks
were writing for whites, and whites were encouraging this kind of self-
flagellation. Now we can get down to the craft of writing, where black
people are talking to black people.” At Random House she edited the
autobiographies of Muhammed Ali and Angela Davis and the fiction of
Toni Cade Bambara and Gay! jones. She also edited The Black Book (1974),
an eclectic collection of memorabilia that contains family photographs,
slave quilts, newspaper clippings, excerpts from slave narratives, adver-
tisements, and other pieces of black history, including the story that
inspired her to write Beloved.

In the 1970s Morrison resumed teaching, combining part-time university
appointments with her editorial responsibilities. Since that time, she has
held posts at the State University of New York at Purchase, Yale Univer-
sity, Bard College, the State University at Albany, Bowdoin College, Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley, San Jose State University, Syracuse Univer-
sity, the University of Michigan, and Princeton University, where she cur-
rently holds the Robert £ Goheen Professorship in the Humanities
Council. She continued to work at Random House until 1983, when she
left to write full time.

Throughout the years, many have expressed surprise at Morrison’s abili-
ty to juggle several different roles, combining single parenthood with
teaching, editing, and writing. “People used to say, how come you do so
many things? It never appeared to me that I was doing very much of
anything; really, everything I did was always about one thing, which is
books. I was ¢ither editing them or writing them or reading them or
teaching them, so it was very coherent.” Of course, Morrison is able to
put it into perspective. Remembering the serious and even life-threatening
troubles her family had suffered, particularly their landiord’s attempt to
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burn the house down, Morrison says, “it was clear that the problems |
faced couldnt compare to that.”

BECOMING A WRITER

Morrison had first started to write in 1962, while teaching at Howard. She
joined a group of about ten writers who met monthly to offer each other
support and to critique each other’s work. The only requirement was that
each member had to bring a writing sample to every meeting. Morrison
kept bringing material that she had written earlier, while in school. One
day she ran out of the old stuff and had to sit down and write something
new—a story about a young black girl who wishes she had blue eyes. That
story later became The Bluest Eye, Morrison’s first published novel.

Morrison returned to working on that story in the mid 1960s, while living
in Syracuse. She was new in town, and by that time a single parent. As
she tells it, I had two small children in a strange place and I was very
lonely. Writing was something for me to do in the evenings, after the
children were asleep.” It may have started out as a way to pass the time,
but writing soon changed her life. “After I had written that book, I began
to order my experience in that form. | thought of myself as a writer, even
when I took the job of editor here [in New York]. I wasn't able to stop.
It was for me the most extraordinary way of thinking and feeling—it
became the one thing I was doing that I had absolutely no intention of
living without. I just wanted to do it better and better”

WRITING CAREER

In fact, “better and better” is how critics describe the development of Mor-
rison's writing in the six novels she has published over the last 24 years.
She is considered a master storyteller with an impressive command of
literary technique. Her use of language is praised above all: lyrical,
eloquent, and powerful, it evokes the spoken voice of black America. Her
works are filled with wit, passion, exoticism, magic, a sense of place, and
deep sympathy for her characters. For Morrison, the experience of being
black in America is still, to this day, deeply rooted in slavery. Throughout
her writing, one feels its horrifying consequences on the lives of black
individuals and their communities. Using what she calls “literary
archeology” blending historical fact with her own autobiography and
imagination, Morrison has crafted eloquent and powerful depictions of
American black life and history. As Michiko Kakutani explained in the
New York Tines, her achievernent lies “in creating a body of work that stands
radiantly on its own as an American epic. She has taken the specific and
often terrible history of black people in America and lofted it into the
timeless realm of myth.”
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In her first work, The Bluest Eye (1970), Morrison tells the story of Pecola
Breedlove, a young black girl growing up in white society. Ignored by her
mother and raped by her father! Pecola believes everything would be
better if she had blue eyes. This impressive first novel was followed up
by the equally impressive Sule (1974), a story of a lifelong friendship
between two very different women, one of whom is some kind of evil.
The novel was nominated for the National Book Award, a prestigious
honor. In Song of Solomon (1977), her next work, Macon Dead, called
Milkman, takes an epic journey of self-discovery. Searching for gold, he
finds instead his family heritage, rooted in the painful history of slavery.
This powerfu! novel was published to immediate critical and popular
acclaim: it won the National Book Critics Circle Award and was chosen
as a main selection by the Book of the Month Club, their first selection
by a black writer since Native Son in 1940. With Song of Solonton, Morrison
was established as one of America’s greatest writers. Her next novel, Tar
Baby (1981), is a highly symbolic story, a contemporary reworking of the
African American folk tale about the Tar Baby and B'rer Rabbit; it is
generally considered her least distinguished work.

Morrison next began a trilogy of novels, including two published to date,
Beloved (1987) and Jazz (1992), that are connected not by characters and
events, but by theme. “The conceptual connection,” Morrison explains,
“is the search for the beloved—the part of the self that is you, and loves
you, and is always there for you.” Beloved is based on a true event in the
life of Margaret Garner, a slave who escaped from Kentucky in 1855. In
the novel, Morrison tells the life story of Sethe, a runaway slave. The cen-
tral incident occurs when Sethe, believing she is about to be captured,
slits the throat of her baby daughter rather than doom her to a life of
slavery. This brutal scene is both horrifying and utterly compelling. “For
me, Morrison explains, “it was the ultimate gesture of the loving mother.
It wa also the outrageous claim of a slave. The last thing a slave women
owns is her children.” Yet the novelist also says, “It was absolutely the
right thing to do, but she had no right to do it Beloved generated a great
deal of controversy. When the novel failed to win the National Book Award,
a group of 48 black writers mounted a protest, writing a tribute to Mor-
rison in the Newe York Times Book Review. Shortly afterward, the book won
the Pulitzer Prize for fiction.

Morrison followed that book up with Jazz, the second novel in her three-
part series. On the first page of this haunting, passionate love story set
in Harlem in the 1920s, Morrison introduces Joe Trace, a cosmetics
salesman who shoots his teenage love, Dorcas, and his wife, Violet, who
attempts to cut Dorcas’s body at the funeral parlor. This lyrical novel takes
its inspiration from that unexpected element in jazz music, according to
Morrison, “when you don't know what's going to happen” —even though

. 69
73,




BIOGRAPHY TODAY * January 1934

the word “jazz” never appears in the story. “Novel by novel,” as John
Leonard says in The Nation, “Toni Morrison reimagines the lost history
of her people, their love and work and nightmare passage and redemp-
tive music. It's a brilliant project, a ghostly chorale, a constellation of
humming spheres with its own gravity and now this brand-new star {Jazz],
which is even trickier than usual”

THE NOBEL PRIZE

On Qctober 7, 1993, Morrison won the Nobel Prize in Literature. 1t came
as a surprise to the author, who was not believed to be one of the can-
didates for this year’s prize. In announcing the award, the Nobel com-
mittee cited, in particular, Song of Solomon, Beloved, and Jazz. Morrison was
honored for work “characterized by visionary force and poetic import [that]
gives life to an essential aspect of American reality.”

The announcement quickly drew a wide range of responses. The novelist
Alice Walker articulated the views of many, saying “No one writes more
beautifully than Toni Morrison. She has consistently explored issues of
true complexity and terror and love in the lives of African Americans.
Harsh criticism has not dissuaded her. Prizes have not trapped her. She
is a writer who well deserves this honor” Yet some objected to the choice,
calling Morrison’s work racist, melodramatic, bombastic, and unfairly
hostile to black men and labelling the award “a triumph of political cor-
rectness.” Others, though, reject such criticism, instead seeing the award
as simple recognition of her remarkable literary achievements. As sum-
marized by novelist Nadine Gordimer, the last woman to win the prize,
“The Nobel Prize in Literature is not awarded for gender or race. If it were,
many thousands of mediocre writers might qualify. The significance of
Toni Morrison’s winning the prize is simply that she is recognized inter-
nationally as an outstandingly fine writer.”

HOME AND FAMILY

Toni Wofford Morrison was married to Harold Morrison for seven years,
from 1958 to about 1965. They had two children, both now grown: Harold
Ford, a musician and sound engineer, and Slade Kevin, an architect. Mor-
rison divides her time among several homes, one in New York City, one
on the banks of the Hudson River, north of the City, and one near
Princeton, where she is currently teaching.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Although she reads widely, Morrison has often said that, in fact, she has
no real hobbies. Explaining that raising children, running a house,
teaching, and writing had left her little time, Morrison revealed: ”1 don't
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go anywhere. I don't have any elaborate social life. I don’t go anywhere
to be happy, I don’t go on vacations, I don’t ski. I don't do any of the so-
called fun things in life. Writing is what I do, for me that is where it is—
where the vacation is, the fun is, the danger, the excitement—all of that
is in my work.”

WRITINGS
FICTION

The Bluest Eye, 1970
Sula, 1973

Soung of Solemon, 1977
Tar Baby, 1981
Beloved, 1987

fazz, 1992

OTHER

The Black Book, 192 (collection; editor)

Dreaming Ennnett, 1986 (play; first production)

Playing In the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination, 1992 (criticism)

Race-ing Justice, En-gendering Power: Essays on Anita Hill, Clarence Thomas,
and the Social Construction of Reality, 1993 (essays; editor)

HONORS AND AWARDS

National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction: 1977, for Song of Solomon

American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters Award for Litera-
ture: 1978

Anisfield—Wolf Book Award in Race Relations: 1987, for Beloved

American Book Awards: 1988, for Beloved

Robert E Kennedy Memorial Book Award: 1988, for Befoved

Frederic G. Melcher Award: 1988, for Beloved

Pulitzer Prize for Fiction: 1988, for Beloved

Commonwealth Award in Literature (Modern Language Association): 1989

Nobel Prize in Literature: 1993

FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Contemporary Literary Criticism Yearbook 1988

Coutemporary Novelists, 5th Edition, 1986

Dictionary of Literary Biography, Vol. 33

Samuels, Wilfred D., and Clenora Hudson-Weems. Toni Morrison, 1990
Something about the Author, Vol. 57

Wi's Who in America, 1992-1993
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Greg Norman 1955-

Australian Professional Golfer Known as
the “Great White Shark”

Two-Time Winner of the British Open
Champlonshlp

BIRTH

Gregory John Norman was born February i0, 1955, in the rural
town of Mt. Isa in Queensland, Australia, to Mervyn and Toini
(Flovi) Norman. His father worked for the large Mt. Isa Mining
Company in the first months of Greg's life, but soon moved the
family away to the coast to establish his own professional engineer-
ing business. Toini Norman, the daughter of Finnish immigrants,
was an accomplished amateur golfer who played with a handicap
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of 3 for 18 holes of golf. (In golf, a “handicap” is the number of strokes
a player shoots above “par,” or the standard number of strokes for each
hole). 1t was through Toini that Greg eventually becane interested in the
game that would shape his life.

The only other child in the Norman family was Greg’s sister, Janis, two
years his senior.

YOUTH

Greg was still a baby when his family left the outback (Australia’s bush
country), so his memories begin in the northeastern port city of Townsville
on Halifax Bay, an inlet of the Pacific Ocean. There, Greg grew up in a
tropical setting—skindiving, sailing competitively, fishing, riding and, like
most Australian boys, playing rugby. “Life,” he says, “rolled on easily and
comfortably, with the need to study occasionally punctuating an other-
wise perfect outdoors existence.”

The childhood adventures related in his autobiography, Creg Norman: My
Story, read like a storybook. He tells of lengthy trips with school friends
Peter and David Hay on their father's cruiser, spearfishing among the coral
islands in the Great Barrier Reef and anchoring in sheltered coves at night
to build campfires and sleep under the stars. Tales of sailing in the Peter
Pan, a small boat built for Janis and Greg by their father, and of horseback
riding for miles along Queensland’s sandy beaches add still other color-
ful elements to his fond memories of a boyhood spent outdoors. Those
years in the sun and the surf have intensified Greg Norman's startlingly
Nordic coloring, but he explains that the blond— almost white—hair, which
he calls his “fair thatch,” is basically inherited from his Finnish mother
and his father’s mixed Scandinavian, German, and English heritage.

EARLY MEMORIES

Among the youthful times Greg remembers best is a several-weck stay
on a cattle station (ranch) when he was barely into his teen years. Merv
Norman had arranged the adventure because his young son was so keen
on horses and cutdoor life. At the station, Greg rode along with the
seasoned cowboys (called jackeroos in Australia), rounding up the strays
and separating cattle from the herd for slaughter. “It was hard bush work,”
he remembers, “and I loved the chase,” but he confesses that some of the
gorier tasks involved were distasteful enough to dissuade him from any
thoughts of life as a range herder.

EDUCATION

Greg attended the local schools in Townsville, but didn't enjay it at all.
“To say 1 disliked schaol would about sum up my approach to the world
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of learning,” he says in his autobiography. He managed to pass all his sub-
jects and remembers being relatively good at geography and technical -
drawing, but hating French:

FIRST JOBS

Greg’s first paychecks were earned with backbreaking work during his
high school years. He and a friend found jobs at the Australian Match
Manufacturing Company where, during school holidays, they sawed huge
logs into smaller sections, soaked them in boiling water, then scraped bark
from the almost unmanageable billets in preparation for further process-
ing. “It did not take me long to realize that there were easier ways of
making a dollar,” he said later.

By the time he finished high school, Norman had abandoned thoughts
of either a university degree or an air force career, mainly because of his
mediocre grades, but also because he was put off by the long years of
required study. By his'own admission, he drifted for 12 months, “mostly
doing nothing,” until the sheer boredom of being a beach bum—and a
near-drowning experience in the ocean—made him think about pursuing
a professional golf career. Norman needed to earn his own money to
finance his plans, since his parents had little reason to believe that he
would stay focused. He took a part-time packing job at Precision Golf Forg-
ings company warehouse in Brisbane, arranging his hours so that he could
hurry off every afternoon to practice, often until darkness fell.

CHOOSING A CAREER

It was almost by chance that Greg Norman became a golfer at all. One
day when he was about sixteen, he offered to caddy for his mother. When
she finished her round, he borrowed her clubs, headed straight for the
fairways, and started swinging. His natural athleticism helped him to make
enough good shots to tempt him back to the course again and again. Soon
he was, in his own words, “hooked” He practiced diligently, and lowered
his handicap from 27 to zero within two years, making a name for himself
in amateur play. But it was not until he had left his surfing days behind
him that he finally devoted himself exclusively to golf.

By the time he was 20, Norman was already a dominant amateur player
who had captured the Queensland Junior Teurnament and earned an
entry into the Australian Open. He turned pro. IHe had convinced his
parents of his determination to play professional golf, and they were solidly
behind the decision. His first job at a club was at the Beverley Park Golf
Club in Sydney, New South Wales (NSW), 500 miles from home. There,
he rose each morning at daybreak to practice before working long hours
in the pro shop and again late every evening retrieving balls on the
driving range.
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Frustrated less by the rigorous work than by restrictive NSW rules, Nor-
man returned to Brisbane after a few months, hoping for a better chance
to round out his training schedule with tournament play. In 1975 he was
taken on at Royal Queensland, his home course, by Charlie Earp, the
teaching professional who is largely credited with developing Norman'’s
apgressive game.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Norman was winning trainee championships much of the time during
his early years on the Australian pro tour, but his important breakthrough
came in the third pro tournament he ever played. He won the West Lakes
Classic in Adelaide (South Australia) in 1976, beating out his country's
greats as well as a number of well-known international players. The young
prodigy from the north was on his way, and in his pocket was $7000 in
first-prize money—"more money than | had ever seen,” he says. His trip
to the tournament had been financed through an award offered by a
Queensland golf shoe manufacturer, but in those early days on the tour
he was also supplementing his meager income by wagering on his
matches at his home course. Norman reveals that his parents “would have
been horrified” at the extent of his golf-course gambling, yet he defends
the practice, saying that his wins helped pay for his later trips. Gambling
also taught him something
about pressure, since he refus-
ed sponsorship and counted
on his betting wins to pay his
own way.

Between 1979 and 1984, the
year he became a regular on
the American PGA (Profes-
sional Golf Association) cir-
cuit, Norman had racked up
28 tour victories at home and
abroad. Among these were
the Hong Kong Open, the
Suntory World Match Play,
and the Dunlop Masters
(twice each), as well as the
1980 Australian Open.

The PGA Tour includes many
of the most prestigious tour-
naments in golf, including the
Masters, the PGA Champion-

79




GREG NORMAN

ship, and the U.S. Open. Norman first came to the attention of American
fans with his fourth-place finish at the 1981 Masters Tournament in
Augusta, Georgia, and in 1983 he finished well enough to collect prize
money in nine PGA events. The 1984 Kemper Open was Norman’s first
victory on the PGA tour. Just two weeks later, he lost to Fuzzy Zoeller
in a playoff at the U.S. Open, but went on later that season to beat his
longtime hero, Jack Nicklaus, in the Canadian Open. By this time, his
following was growing steadily and, in reference to his appearance and
background, he had already acquired the nickname, “Great White Shark.”

Norman's formidable swing (clocked at 130 miles per hour) and his
cheerful personality made him a popular figure in the golfing world. One
well-remembered incident from those days is his good-humored accep-
tance of loss in the 1984 U.S. Open, when he playfully flipped his white
towel in surrender to Zoeller—he had come from behind for a good chance
at the title but, in losing, was gracious enough to hide his frustration. For
a young man who had displayed fits of temper on the golf course during
his teen years, he had taught himself to be a good loser, and the fans
loved it.

THE BEST YEARS AND THE WORST

The span between the middle of 1986 and the middle of 1987 saw Nor-
man riding a high wave. He won the coveted British Open in 1986 with
an even-par 280, including “a second-round 63,” wrote Jaime Diaz in the
Neiw York Times, “that many considered the finest round ever played in
a major championship.” That year he led going into the finals of all four
major tournaments—the Masters, U.S. Open, PGA, and British Open—
but suffered back-to-back heartbreaks in the final strokes of each. Noi-
man captured ten individual championships during that 1986-87 period,
however, and was a second-time team winner of the Dunhill Cup.

The next few years brought 15 more victories, but also more than a fair
share of disappointments. Rumors abounded that Norman was overrated,
too aggressive, short on strategy, and showing strain. Then came a
27-month winless drought, with 1991 admittedly the most dismal year in
his career to date. He fell to fifty-third place on the money list after being
first in two of the previous five seasons. He seriously considered quit-
ting, but his basic competitive nature kept him focused, and he went to
work on refining his game.

The efforts paid off the next year with eight top-ten finishes in 16 starts,
capped by victory over Bruce Lietzke in the Canadian Open. Greg Nor-
man was back on his game, and up to fourth place in the world. The Doral
Ryder Open was his in 1993, when he broke the tournament record by
four points with a 23-under par total.
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Then, in July 1993 at Royal St. George's in Sandwich, England, he
claimed the British Open title for the second time in his career. When he
edged out No. 1 Nick Faldo, it was with a 64—the lowest winning final
round in British Open history. This is only the latest chapter in the
celebrated career of Greg Norman. The years of hard work and
perseverance have paid off: in 17 years in the fiercely competitive world
of international golf, he has achieved 65 victories to date,

THE GREAT WHITE SHARK

The nickname, “Great White Shark,” which has followed Greg Norman
throughout his career, came about almost by chance, but it is so appro-
priate to his blond, swashbuckling, Crocodile Dundee image that he is
easily identifiable even to those who are not golf enthusiasts. More than
a dozen years ago, when he was new to the U.S. scene and high on the
leader board at the 1981 Masters tournament, he brashly answered a
reporter’s inquiries about his pastimes, saying that he loved to scuba dive
and to fish for sharks (not totally accurate, he admits—actually, he main-
lv took pot shots at sharks who interfered with his catch on fishing
expeditions). The parallel fit, however, and a newspaper headline claim-
ed, “Great White Shark Near Masters Lead.” The name stuck. “I don't
know who wrote it,” says Norman. “Some guy in Augusta. I'd [like
to} thank him, because the guy made a hell of a lot of money for
me . . . . I love the image all the way through. It suits me. I do live on
the edge. 1 do love to fish. | dive with the sharks. The blond hair, the
aggressive style, it all fits together well”

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Norman met his future wife, American Airlines flight attendant Laura
Andrassy, en route from Detroit to New York after the 1979 Open at
Inverness in Toledo, Ohio. She was impressed by his gentlemanly man-
ners and quick smile, and their infatuation soon bloonied into a real
romance. They were married July 1, 1981, at St. Mary’s Church in
Springfield, Virginia.

The Normans have two children. Daughter Morgan Leigh was born in
1982, and son Gregory three years later. The family lives on a multi-acre
spread at Hobe Sound, Florida, where the main house overlooks the
indian River and a beach house sits at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean.
“I've got the best of every world I could ever imagine,” he says, “as a kid
growing up and as an adult being able to afford it” Friends secing the
family together are warmed by the closeness of their relationships. Morgan
Leigh, who alternately calls her father “Dad” and “Sharkie,” was affec-
tionately dubbed “Little White Shark” herself when, as a toddler, she often
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romped in front of television cameras at golf tournaments. Both she and
her brother hold dual Australian/U.S. citizenship, and they can make a
choice of the two when they reach adulthood. Greg Norman enjoys and
appreciates his life in this country, but takes great pride in being Australian.
He plans to retire someday to his homeland, where he and Laura hope
to buy and operate a cattle station either in Queensland or New South
Wales. “llove my country so much,” he says. . . . I'm very patriotic. I guess
I want to die there.”

MAJOR INFLUENCES

Several people have had a positive impact on Norman's professional life,
but no one more so than Charlie Earp, the head pro who trained him in
Brisbane. It was Earp who wisely used the unorthodox approach of
encouraging Greg's rough and powerful game before helping him to fine-
tune it for control. “Norman became so determined to imprave,” his mentor
laughingly recalled several years later, “1 had to bar him from the bloody
course. He practiced so much, it looked like bloody pigs had been rooting
up the fairway.” To this day, though, Greg Norman practices with the same
discipline that he imposed upon himself in his early days under
Earp's tutelage. He keeps a written record of his practice sessions and
his progress.

Jack Nicklaus, already afamous golfer when Norman was still a teenager
surfing and snorkeling in Australian waters, also became a strong
influence~-years before the two met. Toini Norman had given her son
two of Nicklaus’s books, Gelf My Way and 55 Ways te Lower Your Golf Score,
when she noticed his first spark of real interest in the sport. Reading the
American pro’s advice (sometimes under the desk at school) helped Greg
to develop his fledgling game. “Jack Nicklaus has always been my idol,”
he says. Later, on the pro tour, the two men became friends and com-
petitors whose similarities in play and courteous demeanor, and even in
appearance at comparative ages, have often been noted.

Others have played important roles in shaping Greg Norman's career,
among them his mother, whose enthusiasm for golf was the key, and
his strong-willed father, whaose sense of discipline was the engine
that drove him to excel. Norman concedes that he is “basically the saniwe”
as his father, who has always believed in doing things “right now” and
“doing them right.”

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Golf, with its prize money and the millions more it brings in endorsements,
has made it easy for Greg Norman to indulge his other passions—boating,
deep-sea fishing, hunting, and fast, priccy automobiles. He owns
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Ferraris, an Aston Martin, and a Rolls Royce, as well as the more com-
monplace wheels needed for family transport.

But sports and fast cars ar: only part of Norman's life. He is a major spon-
sor of Ronald McDonald Children’s Charities and hosts an annual golf
tournament to benefit its activities. He also donates all profits from a book
that tells the touchingly human story of his friendship with Jamie
Hutton, a young Wisconsin leukemia victim whose wish to meet Nor-
man was granted by the Thursday’s Child Foundation. Hutton's dream
came true when he bravely walked along with his hero on the last two
rounds of the 1988 M1 Heritage Golf Classic, inspiring the Great White
Shark to win his first American victory in nearly two years.

WRITINGS

Greg Norman: My Story (with Don Lawrence), 1983

Shark Attack! Greg Norman’s Guide to Aggressive Golf (with George Peper),
1989

Greg Nomian's Instant Lessons (with George Peper and Jim McQueen),
1993

HONORS AND AWARDS

Canadian Open: 1984, 1992

Kemper Open: 1984, 1986

British Open: 1986, 1993

Arnold Palmer Award (Professional Gelfers Association): 1986

Player of the Year (Golf Writers Association of America): 1986

Mary Bea Porter Award for Humanitarianism (Metro Golf Writers Associ-
ation}: 1988

Vardon Trophy (Professional Golfers Association): 1989, 1990

FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Creighton, Susan. Greg Norman, 1988 (juvenile)

Hobbs, Michael. Fifty Masters of Golf, 1983

Levy, Lawrence, and Gordon White, Jr. A Victory for Jamie: The Story of
Greg Norman and Jamie Hutton, 1989

Norman, Greg, with Don Lawrence. Greg Norman: My Story, 1983

Norman, Greg, and George Peper. Shark Attack! Greg Norman's Guide
lo Awgressive Golf, 1989

Norman, Greg, and George Peper, with Jim McQueen, illustrator. Greg
Norman's Iustant Lessons, 1993

Who's Who in America, 1992-93
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PERIODICALS

Current Biography Yearbook 1989

Golf, June 1990, p47; Apr. 1991, p.68; Feb. 1992, p.58; Aug. 1993, p.12

Golf Digest, Oct. 1989, p.95; Nov. 1989, §.57; Dec. 1992, p.158

- New York Times, July 20, 1993, p.B10

Peaple, Apr. 13, 1987, p.149

Sport, Sep. 1987, p.23

Sporting News, July 9, 1990, p44

Sports Hlustrated, Tuly 28, 1986, p.14; Apr. 20, 1987, p.36; June 22, 1987,
p-32; Oct. 28, 1991, p6; July 26, 1993, p.12; Aug. 23, 1993, p.14

Time, Nov. 21, 1988, p.118

ADDRESS

Creat White Shark Enterprises
PO. Box 1189
Hobe Sound, FL 33475




BRIEF ENTRY—OBITUARY

Severo Ochoa 1905-1993

Spanish-Born American Biochemist

Winner of the 1959 Nobel Prize in Physiology
and Medicine

EARLY LIFE AND CAREER

Severo Ochoa (say-VAY-roh oh-CHOH-ah) was born on September
24, 1905, in the Spanish coastal town of Luarca. He excelled in
school, particularly in chemistry. and he attended the University
of Madrid Medical School at 17. He was always more interested
in conducting medical research than in treating patients, so when
he received his degree in 1929 he began working in the physioiogy
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SEVERQ OCHOA

lab of Dr. Otto Meyorhoff in Germany. There he concentrated on how
enzymes—complex proteins—function. He returned to Spain in the 1930s

~and taught at the University of Madrid Medical School, but when the
Spanish Civil War broke out, Ochoa decided to return to Germany and
to Dr. Meyerhoff’s lab.

From Germany he moved first to Oxford University in England and then
to the U.S., where he became a citizen in 1956, He taught at Washington
University in St. Louis, then at New York University, eventually becoming
the chairman of the department of biochemistry.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THE NOBEL PRIZE

Ochoa received the Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine in 1959 for
his discovery of an enzyme that could synthesize RNA (ribonucleic acid).
RNA is the acid that takes the instructions of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid)
and transforms them into information used by genes for making protein.
Ochoa’s research led to the making of RNA in a test tube. Until that was
possible, scientists were unable to determine how the information con-
tained in RNA was decoded and translated into a protein. Ochoa shared
the Nobel with his colleague Dr. Arthur Kornberg, who had been a former
student. Of Ochoa’s importance to science, Kornberg had this to say: “His
contribution to biochemistry is gigantic and easily accounts for the wide
recognition he has had.”

Ochoa returned to Spain in 1986, and he died in Madrid on November
1, 1993, of pneumonia. His wife, Carmen, had died in 1986. They had
no children.

FURTHER READING

New Yok Times, Nov. 3, 1993, p.C23
Whe's Who in America, 1990-91
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BRIEF ENTRY

Elizabeth Michele Pine 1975-

American Science Student

Winner of the 1993 Westinghouse Science
Talent Search

EARLY LIFE

Elizabeth Michele Pine was born on November 26, 1975, in Boston,
Massachusetts. Her parents are Dr. Michael Pine and joan Pine.
Elizabeth has a brother, Gregory, who is a college student. She
attended lillinois Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora,
lllincis, a public high school that offers advanced academic
courses, she graduated from the academy in 1993. In addition to
winning awards in science and math, Elizabeth won honors in
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literature and French, and, in 1992, she was named Chicagoland
Outstanding Young Scientist of the Year. Part of the prize was the oppor-
tunity to attend the Nobel Prize ceremony in Sweden.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

During her high school years, Elizabeth studied the classification of two
types of fungi: mushrooms and false-truffles. The typing of these two
groups of organisms had been a source of controversy until Elizabeth's
research resolved the debate. She conducted her research at the Field
Museum of Natural History in Chicago. Using DNA sequencing—a
method that determines the order of chemical elements in an organism
—Elizabeth showed that while some groups of mushrooms and faise-
truffles look very different, they are really very similar on the molecular
level. She even developed her own modifications to DNA sequencing in
coming up with her discovery, which she entered in the 1993 Science Talent
Search.

THE SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH

The Science Talent Search is an annual contest for high school seniors.
It is sponsored by Westinghouse Electric Corporation and Science Ser-
vice, a nonprofit organization that encourages the study of science. The
Science Talent Search is the oldest high school competition in the coun-
try, and it offers the largest unrestricted science scholarships. From a group
of 1,662 seniors, Elizabeth was one of 40 finalists in the final competition,
and she was declared the winner on March 8, 1993. Her award includes
a college scholarship worth $40,000.

Her response on learning that she had won is typical of this outgoing
young student: “This is past exciting, this is shock!” Her parents and
friends claim that she is a normal teenager who enjoys playing soccer and
making jewelry. She also loves the rock group Enigma. “Quiet she is not,”
says her dad.

Now a freshman at Harvard!Radcliffe, Pine hopes to complete her doc-
torate in biology and plans to become a research scientist. She has this
advice for young women going into science: “If you're going to be a geek,
you're going to be a geek. Be yourself. Don't let anyone else’s doubts scare
you away from your goals.”

FURTHER READING

Chicago Tribune, Jan. 31, 1993, p.C1; Mar. 9, 1993, p.L1
L1SA Today, June 1, 1993, p.A13

ADDRESS

Science Talent Search—Science Service
1719 N Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Jonas Salk 1914-
American Physician and Scientist
Creator of the First Polio Vaccine

BIRTH

Jonas Edward Salk was born on Qctober 28, 1914, in New York
City. He was the oldest of three boys born to Dora (Press) and
Daniel Salk. Daniet worked in the garment district of New York
City, where clothing is made.

EDUCATION

The family moved to the Bronx section of New York soon after
Jonas's birth. He attended the local public schouls and proved to
be an excellent student, althuugh he was thin and small, and
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not too good at games. His parents, particularly his mother, encouraged
him, and he knew he was somehow destined to make a difference. “Some-
day I shall grow up and do something in my own way, without anyone
telling me how,” he remembers thinking. Ie thought of his childhood as
“a period of patient waiting.”

At 14, he was sent to Townserid Harris High School for gifted boys, After
high school, Salk attended City College in New York, where at first he
thought he would study to become a lawyer. To earn extra money, he
worked in a lab on campus, and also as a camp counselor. After receiving
his B.S. (Bachelor of Science) degree in 1934, Salk went on to medical
school at New York University (NYU). From the very beginning of his
career in medicine, Salk was interested in research, rather than treating
patients. His area of specialty also developed early: research into the
human immune system, particularly the way that viruses cause illness.

After receiving his medical degree in 1939, Salk spent a year studying
bacteriology at NYU, and he also completed his internship at Mt. Sinai
Hospital in New York. At Sinai he was known as someone who handled
the pressures of internship with ease. “Nobody ever saw Jonas ruffled,”
recalls a doctor, “You told him to do somnething and he got it done. It got
done and so did a dozen things you hadn't thought of.”

YIRUSES AND VACCINES

Most diseases are passed on by bacteria or viruses. In the late eighteenth
century the scientist Edward Jenner developed the first vaccine to fight
a viral disease. A vaccine is a form of bacteria or virus that can no longer
cause illness, buit can help the body to create antibodies to fight a disease.
Vaccines come in two forms: “kilied,” in which the bacteria or virus
is already dead, or “live,” in which it has only been weake ned. Jenner
discovered that cowpox, which affected cows, could, if injected into
humans, create immunity to smalipox. Although he didn't know it, he
was working with a virus, a minuscule, parasitic microorganism that
carries disease.

In 1936, Salk was sitting in a medical school class when his own aestiny
dealing with viruses and vaccines came to him like a bolt of lightening.
He was lold that the way to immunize against a bacterial infection was
to give the person a vaccine in which the bacteria had been killed, thus
causing immunity. In his next class, he was told that viruses worked dif-
ferently, and that immunizalion was not possible. Saik recalls that it was
“like an epiphany. I remember exactly where 1 was sitting, exacily how
I feft at the time—as if a light went on. | said, ‘Both statements can't
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- FIRST JOBS

In 1942, Salk and his wife moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he
worked in the School of Public Health at the University of Michigan and
concentrated on the influenza, or flu, virus.

Flu epidemics had ravaged the populations of the world for years when
Salk began his research, particularly after World War [ (1914- 1918), when
hundreds of thousands of soldiers and civilians had died. Salk’s assign-
ment in the early 1940s was to develop a flu shot to protect soldiers fighting
in World War If (1939-1945). He did just that, discovering along the way
that just one flu vaccine could contain mary different virus types, thus
enabling the body to create antibodies for a number of different strains
of flu.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

In 1947, Salk decided to move to the University of Pittsburgh Medical
School, where a former professor had offered him the job as director of
the Virus Research Laboratory and the «hance to work on one of the most
important projects of the century- ine search for a polio vaccine.

POLIO

Poliomyelitis, or polio as it is called. is an ancient viral disease; Egyptian
skeletons from 1700 B.C. show signs of its crippling effects. In the 1940s
when Saik began his research irito polio, the disease was a cause of terror
in the population. The effects were devastating, causing crippling,
paralysis, and death, especially in the young, which is why it was also
known as “infantile paralysis.”

The disease seemed particularly deadly in the summer months, when it
would sweep through the population in epidemic proportions. In 1916,
the first great epidemic broke out, killing thousands and leaving thousands
more crippled for life. Parents were afraid to allow their children to play
outside during the surnmer, attend camps, or visit local pools. Some city
dwellers fled their homes for the country, but they were refused shelter
by hotel owners who were just as terrified of the disease.

It is hard for young people today to imagine the fear and dread that parents
and their children lived with in those times. One polio victim, Charles
L. Mee, Jr., remembered it this way: “The rules were: Don't play with new
friends, stick with your old friends whose germs you already have; stay
away from crowded beaches and pools, especially in August; wash hands
before cating: never use another person’'s eating utensil or toothbrush or
drink out of the same Coke boitie or glass; don't bite another person’s
hands or fingers while playing or (for small children) put another child’s
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toys in your mouth; don't pick up anything from the ground, especially
around a beach or pool, or swallow any of the water in the pool; don't
have any tooth extractions during the summer; don’t get overtired or
strained; if you get a headache, tell your mother”

Polio is caused by a virus that gets into the body through the intestines.
Once there, it produces the familiar aches and pains of the flus we know
today. In the majority of cases, that.is the extent of the disease, and the
body develops an immi:nity because the system has built up antibodies
to fight the infection. But sometimes polio travels through veins or nerves
to the spinal cord, where it attacks the nervous system and the brain. Polio
destroys the muscles and paralyzes arms and legs, and often within 24
hours of the onset of the disease the patient is unable to walk.

Sometimes the muscles around the chest are affected, and the polio
victim loses the ability to breathe. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, polio
victims such as these were placed in iron lungs. These great iron cylinders
performed the job of the wasted lungs, pressing and releasing the chest
to force air into the body. It was the photos of hospital wards full of children
as young as four or five encased in iron lungs that forms one of the most
devastating memories for members of an earlier generation.

In 1950, Salk applied to the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis
{the group that founded the March of Dimes) for a grant to conduct
research into the types of polio, with the idea of making a vaccine. In the
late 1940s, researchers at Harvard and Yale had discovered that there were
several types of polio: you could catch and recover from one strain, only
to catch and be crippled by another. Polio afflicts humans and monkeys,
so Salk and his fellow researchers used monkeys to test their theories and
early vaccines. After two years of intensive research, Salk isolated three
strains of polio and «'eveloped a “killed-virus” vaccine to treat all three
forms of polio. He killed the viruses in formaldehyde and then mixed them
with mineral oil. Injecting the killed-virus vaccine in a series of four shots
enabled the body to develop immunity to all three strains of polio.

During this phase of his research, Salk worked round the clock, having
little time for his family. Even when he was at home, his mind was
on other things. “Why Jonas,” his wife would say, “you’re not listen-
ing to me at all” Salk replied, "My dear, I'm giving you my unde-
voted attention.”

Salk tested the vaccine on animals, then on humans, including himself
and his own family. Of this aspect of his research, Salk said, “I look upon
it as ritual and symbolic. You wouldn't do unto others that which you
wouldn’t do unto yourself” In 1952 Salk oversaw a small test with children
who had already contracted one strain of polio, and the vaccine proved
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effective in stimulating the growth of antibodies for the other strains. That
same year was the worst year of the polio epidemic, with more than 57,000
cases in the U.S. alone. In April 1954, in the first large-scale trial of the
Salk vaccine, 650,000 children were immunized. Records were kept and
analyzed. The results, announced in 1955, were cause for joyous celebra-
tion. The vaccine worked, and it was safe.

But then something went wrong. Despite Salk’s scrupulous instructions,
one of the manufacturers of the vaccine had not followed the directions,
and live polio viruses had been injected into some children. As a result,
204 chitdren came down with polio; of them, 150 were paralyzed and 11
died. Salk was devastated. Vaccinations were halted, temporarily, but after
the public was reassured that the vaccine was once again safe, inocula-
tion began again. The success rate was stunning, and Salk became a hero.
By 1960, polio had been reduced by 95 percent; it is estimated that the
Salk vaccine had prevented 300,000 cases of polio in just six years.

Salk was a reluctant hero. Of his sudden fame, he said this: “To a scien-
tist, fame is neither an end nor even a means to an end. Do vou recall
what Emerson said? ‘The reward of a thing well done is to have done it"”
Although he received no money on the sale of the vaccine, he received
an abundance of adulation, awards, and honorary degrees. He was of-
fered but refused a ticker tape parade in New York City, declined to have
Marlon Brando star in the story of his life, and would not endorse a line
of children’s pajamas that read “Thark you, Dr. Salk.”

CONTROVERSY ARISES

Salk wasn't the only scientist searching for a polio vaccine. Many other
scientists had been researching the disease to find the cause and cure.
Three doctors at Harvard University had been the first researchers to grow
the virus in primate tissue. This was crucial to making the vaccine, because’
it was the first time the virus could be grown in a lab. So when Salk’s
vaccine became so successful and he became such a media star, he had
to face bitter colleagues who felt his contribution was less important than
others’ achicvements. Some argued that Salk had made no real scientific
discovery, that his work was simply applied science derived from the
discoveries of other. In the words of his arch-rival and fellow vaccine creator
Albert Sabin, Salk’s contribution to science was simply “kitchen chemistry”
Other scientists accused him of enjoying the publicity and fame. “The
worst tragedy that could have befallen me was my success,” Salk recall-
ed. “1 knew right away that | was through—cast out.” Although he was
nominated for a Nobel prize, he never won. The Naobel prizes in the area
of polio rescarch went to the Harvard researchers. He was not clected to
the prestigious National Academy of Science until 1983. And his vaccine
was replaced in the 1960s by the “live virus” type created by his rival,
Albert Sabin, who until his death in 1993 remained a harsh critic of Salk.
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There were two schools of thought on the polio vaccine. Some scientists
favored Sabin’s “live” virus that could stimulate the immune system to
create the necessary antibodies to prevent a full-blown case of the disease.
One of the advantages of the live virus vaccine was that it was cheaper
and easier to give: people took it in the form of a sugar cube. But the Sabin
vaccine also carried a greater risk of contracting polio. In a “live” vaccine,
there is always a small chance—in the case of the Sabin vaccine, it is one
in six or seven million—that the vaccine will cause the disease.
Nonetheless, the Salk and Sabin vaccines together were responsible for
eliminating polio in almost every area of the world. Today, Salk’s vaccine
is still used in Third World countries that lack the refrigeration necessary
for the Sabin vaccine.

THE SALK INSTITUTE FOR BIOLOGICAL STUDIES

Salk continued his studies on disease and the immune system, concen-
trating on cancer during the late fifties and early sixties. = 1963, using
funding provided by the March of Dimes, Salk founded the Salk Institute
in La Jolla, California. He wanted to bring together scientists and scholars
from different fields to devote themselves to research in the biological
sciences. Such famous scientists as Leo Szilard, one of the most innovative
researchers in physics, and Francis Crick, the co-discoverer of DNA
(deoxyribonucleic acid), are former fellows of the institute. The institute
is particularly devoted to exploring cancer, the immune system, the func-
tion of the brain, and genetics. Salk was the Institute’s director from 1963
to 1975, and he conducted research in his own lab there from 1963 to 1984,
concentrating on the immune system and its role in cancer and
multiple sclerosis.

RESEARCH INTO AIDS

In 1986, Salk began research into the greatest virus mystery of our time,
the AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome) virus, or HIV (human
immunodeficiency virus). He co-founded the Immune Response Corpora-
tion, a joint venture between scientists and a pharmaceutical company.
After several years of research, he developed a vaccine, based on the
killed virus model he had used in his polio vaccine. But this time, he
used the vaccine on people already infected with HIV to try to stimulate
the antibodies in the system to fight the disease. The vaccine is still being
tested, and as before, Salk is a figure of controversy. In the opinion of
one of his biographers, Richard Carter, “Salk is his own worst enemy. He
seems to invite opposition. He is unnecessarily secretive and not over-
burdened with humility. He antagonizes individuals and institutions”

But the controversy doesn't bother Salk. “At the time | was working on
polio, they said I was a ‘young upstart! Now I'm working on AIDS,
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and they're calling me an old ‘has-been”” Early results indicate that the
vaccine does slow the course of the disease and prevents most HIV-positive
patients from developing full-blown cases of AIDS. Salk is now at work
on a vaccine that could prevent AIDS in those not yet infected. His
approach is different from that used by other scientists, but that is fine
with him. “"I'm going to continue to do different things, differently. Life
is not a popularity contest”

In addition to his research, Salk is a writer. His recent publications have
been philosophical in nature, and in them he examines the relationship
between intuition and reason. Salk argues that humans need to use both
to live in harmony with nature and to solve the problems of our society
and our world. “There’s no distinction between social and medical
problems for me. All solutions lead to improving the human condition.
We're all called on to heal ourselves. Well, we can't without healing others,
and that mutual interdependency is what makes community.”

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Salk married Donna Lindsay, a psychologist, in 1939. They had three
children, Peter, Darrell, and Jonathan, all of whom are now physicians.
Salk’s first marriage ended in divorce in 1968. He married Francoise Gilot,
an artist, in 1970. They live in a home overlooking the Pacific Ocean in
California, not far from the Salk Institute.

HOBBIES

Salk leads a fully active life, enjoying walking and other forms of exercise
to keep fit.

HONORS AND AWARDS

Legion of Honor (France): 1955
Criss Award: 1955
Congressional Gold Medal: 1955
Presidential Citation: 1955

Albert Lasker Award: 1956

Howard Ricketts Award: 1957
Robert Koch Medal: 1963

Melion Institute Award: 1969
Presidential Medal of Freedom: 1977

WRITINGS

Man Unfolding, 1963
The Survival of the Wisest, 1973
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World Population and Human Values: A New Reality, 1981
Anatomy of Reality: The Merging of Intuition and Reason, 1983

FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Curson, Marjorie. Jonas Salk, 1990 (juvenile)

Curtis, Robert H., M.D. Medicine Great Lives, 1993

Hargrove, Jim. The Story of Jonas Salk and the Discovery of the Polio Vaccine,
1990 (juvenile)

Who's Who in America, 1992-93

PERIODICALS

Business Week, June 21, 1993, p42

Current Biography Yearbook 1954

Esquire, Dec. 1983, p40

50 Plus, July 1985, p.48

Life, Apr. 1990, p.36

Modern Maturity, Dec. 1984-Jan. 1985, p.92

New York Times Magazine, May 31, 1953, p.11; Jan. 10, 1954, p.7; July 17,
1955, p.9; Nov. 25, 1990, p.57

Newsweek, Apr. 25, 1955, p.64; May 19, 1980, p.19

Psychology Today, Mar. 1983, p.50

Science Digest, June 1984, p.51

U.S. News and World Report, July 9, 1990, p.52

ADDRESS

Salk Institute for Biological Studies
PO. Box 85800
San Diego, CA 92186




Steven Spielberg 1947-

American Filmmaker

Director of Jaws, E.T., Raiders of the Lost Ark,
and [urassic Park, the Highest-Grossing Movie
of All Time

BIRTH

Steven Spielberg was born on December 18, 1947, in Cincinnati,
Otio. His father, Arnold Spielberg, was a computer scientist and
executive, and his mother, Leah (Posner) Spielberg, was a home-
maker and retired concert pianist. Steven was their oldest child,
with three sisters, Ann, Sue, and Nancy. The Spielbergs later
divorced. Now remarried, Steven's mother, Leah Adler, owns a
kosher restaurant called the Milky Way in Los Angeles, California.
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STEVEN SPIELBERG

YOUTH

Steven's father was an electrical engineer, one of those working on the
first computers. He and the family moved often as he took a succession
of jobs in the developing computer industry. The Spielbergs moved first
to Haddenfield, New Jersey, when Steven was four, to Scottsdale, Arizona
(@ suburb of Phoenix), when he was nine, and to Saratoga, California (a
suburb of San Jose), when he was 16—all middle-class, suburban
neighborhoods like those he has recreated in many of his films. “You saw
my house when you saw Close Encounters, Poltergeist, and E.T.,” Spielberg
claims. “The house in ET. is very much like the house 1 was raised in.
That’s my bedroom!”

As a child, Spielberg enjoyed the typical activities of suburban middle-
class life, like Little League baseball, Boy Scouts, and playing pranks on
others. But it was not always an easy childhood. "I was a loner and always
lonely. 1 was the only Jewish kid in school, and 1 was very shy and uncer-
tain.” With the family's frequent moves, it was especially hard to adjust:
“Just as 1'd become accustomed to a school and a teacher and a best friend,
the FOR SALE sign would dig into the front lawn and we'd be packing”
Spielberg describes the fears that he had as a child—of monsters in the
closet, of things falling out of a crack in his bedroom wall, of the dark
and the trees and the wind outside his window at night. He became so
frightened of the wicked queen in Snow White and the Seven Dwarves that
his parents wouldn't let him watch much TV or movies-—they worried
about the violence, and wanted their children to develop more intellec-
tual pursuits. To control his fears, he tried passing them on to his sisters,
telling scary stories and playing practical jokes on them. He would stand
outside their bedroom windows howling, he locked them in closets, and
once he served his sister Nancy a salad—with the head of one of her dolls
on a nice plate of lettuce. As his sister Ann said years later, “At the preview
of Jaws, 1 remember thinking, ‘For years he just scared us. Now he gets
to scare the masses.”

To add to Spielberg's troubles, there was constant friction between his
parents. At first, it was just their different interests—his mother playing
piano with her chamber group in one room, his father arguing about elec-
tronics with his colleagues in another. Over time, though, their differences
became more obvious. As he recalls in a lengthy interview with Denise
Worrell published in lcons: intimate Portraits, “I was 17 when my parents
divorced. They hung in there to protect us until we were a little older,
but they knew they were going to separate years before they ac’ ially did
it. 1 don't think they were aware of how acutely we were aw rv of their
unhappiness—not violence, but just a pervading unhappines s * ou could
cut with a fork, cut with a spoon, at dinner every night.
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“For years, the word diverce for me was like a seven-letter word, the ugliest
word in the English language. Sound traveled from bedroom to bedroom,
and the word always came seeping through the heating ducts. My sisters
and I would stay up at night, listening to our parents argue, hiding from
that word. . . . I feared that word. I fearec the imminent separation of
my family. I knew it was coming; I just Gidn't know when. And when
the separation finally came, we were no butter off for having waited six
years for it to occur” Yet Spielberg goes on to praise his parants’ devotion
to their children, despite their personal problems: "I have two wonderful
parents. They raised me really well. Sometimes parents can work together
to raise a wonderful family and not have anything in common with each
other. This happens a lot in America.”

SCHOOL MEMORIES

"] hated school,” Spielberg now admits. “I just didn’t think it applied to
what I wanted to do. From age 12 or 13 I knew [ wanted to be a movie
director, and I didn't think that science or math or foreign languages were
going to help me turn out the little eight-millimeter sagas | was making
to avoid homework. . . . I did just enough homework to move to the next
grade every year with my friends and not fall to the wrath of my

academically minded father. I give my dad credit for singlehandedly
keeping my math grades high enough so I wouldn't be held back. My
worst subject was physical education; I failed that three years in a row
in high school. I couldn’t do a chin-up or a fraction. I can do a chin-up
now, but I still can’t do a fraction.

“At school I felt like a real nerd, the nerd of the block. The skinny, acne-
faced, wimpy kind of kid who gets pushed around by big football jocks
and picked on all the way home from school. I was always running to
hide in my bedroom where I was safe. I would often get home and say
‘Safe! 1 would actually call out "Safe’ to myself.”

EDUCATION

Spielberg was an indifferent student throughout his school career. He often
skipped classes to stay home and work on his movies—in fact, he
documented one of his childhood tricks in ET., when Elliott held the ther-
mometer up to the light bulb to convince his mother that he was too sick
to go to school. Spielberg spent most of his high school years in Arizona
at Arcadia High School in Scottsdale. When the family moved to Califor-
nia, though, he finished up his senior year there, graduating from Saratoga
High School in 1965.

He hoped to attend film school at the University of Southern California
(USC) or the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA), but his
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grades were too low. Instead, he enrolled at California State College at
Long Beach in 1965, spending his time watching old movies instead of
doing his schoolwork. He officially dropped out of college in 1968.

LEARNING TO MAKE MOVIES

By that time, Spielberg had been making movies for years. When he was
12, his mother bought a home movie camera as a gift for Father’s Day.
Arnold Spielberg was such a poor photographer, and Steven complained
so much, that his father finally let him try. He was hooked. For his first
movie, he set up his elaborate Lionel train set and filmed a giant crash.
Since that time, his life has been dominated by making movies.

Spielberg made what he considers his first real movie at age 13 to earn
a merit badge for Boy Scouts. Using his father’s camera, he made a four-
minute Western starring his fellow troop members, all wearing cowboy
outfits and plastic guns from their Halloween costumes. "I screened the
movie for the counselor and he insisted that I show it to the entire troop
of 75 Boy Scouts before he would credit me and give me the merit badge.
A lot of them were in the film, and when | started the picture and they
saw themselves, they began whooping it up and cheering and having a
great time. In that one moment I knew what I wanted to do for the rest
of my life”

Spielberg has described these early movies as an attempt to create a new
identity for himself—to convince his classmates that he wasn’t a wimp.
When he was 13, a school bully kept tormenting him, so Spielberg
decided to try and enlist his help. As he recalls, “I figured, if you cant
beat him, get him to join you. So one day I went over to him in school
and said, '¥'m making this movie about all these soldiers fighting the Nazis
and ! want you to play the war hero! At first he laughed in my face. . . .
Then later he came back to me and said, ‘Do you still make movies?
and I said yes. He said, ‘I'll be in one of them. I got him to come ont
on a weekend and | made a picture around him. I made him the squad
leader, with helmet, fatigues, and backpack. He was this big 14-year-old
who looked like John Wayne. After that he became my best friend”

Spielberg continued to make movies throughout high school, including
a two-and-a-half hour 8-mm science fiction film, Firelight (1964}, a precur-
sor to Close Encounters of the Third Kind (“Eight-millimeter” refers to the
size of the film used. Today, most movies are filmed on 70-mm film.} He
even managed to convince a local theater to show it. “Nobody ever said
no to Steven,” his mother claims. “He always gets what he wants.’

FIRST JOBS

Spielberg began pushing his way into the film industry when he was about
18. During summer vacation, he took the studio tour at Universal
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Pictures. When the tourists’ tram didn’t stop at the sound stages, he snuck
away during a bathroom stop. There he met Chuck Silvers, a film editor,
who actually talked to him, asked to see some of his films, and wrote him
a pass to return the next day. For the rest of that summer, Spielberg put
on a business suit each morning, packed his funch in one of his father’s
old briefcases, and fooled the guard at the studiv gate into believing that
he worked there. He set up shop in an unused office, added his name
to the building directory, and hung out with filmmakers, trying to get them
to watch his films. Even after he started college, he arranged his schedule
so he could spend three days a week there. And over time, it worked.

He continued to make short films, and finally the breakthrough came with
Amblin’, his first 35-mm movie, the format used by professional filmmakers.
This love story about a boy and girl hitchhiking across the Mojave Desert
to the Pacific Ocean was, according to Spielberg, “a slick, very professional-
looking 35-mm film, although it had as much soul and content as a piece
of driftwood.” He has also called it “an attack of crass commercialism,”
and apparently he was right. After showing the film at Universal, their
head of TV production, Sidney Sheinberg, offered him a seven-year con-
tract to direct TV series. At age 20, according to Spielberg, “1 quit college
so fast 1 didn’t even clean out my locker”

He did his first job, directing the legendary actress Joan Crawford in the
pilot for “Night Gallery,” and then quit. After a year, he came crawling
back, “ready to eat crow and pay my dues.” He went on to direct episodes
on “Marcus Welby, M.D.,” “The Psychiatrist,” “Name of the Game,” and
“Columbo,” as well as TV movies. On one of those, Duel (1971), he finally
proved himself to the Hollywood establishment. A suspenseful story about
an innocent man being pursued by a large and menacing truck with an
unseen driver, Duel was so successful on American TV that it was released
internationally as a feature film. From there, Spielberg went on to direct
Goldie Hawn and Richard Atherton in The Sugarland Express (1974).

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
JAWS

Until that point, Spielberg was just one more young director trying to make
it to the big time. With his next film, Jaws {1975), he made it. This
suspenseful and frightening story of a shark that terrorizes a New England
beach community was a nightmare to film. Everything that could go wrong
did, particularly the scenes filmed in the Atlantic Ocean with the
mechanical shark {affectionately known as Bruce to cast and crew). Soon
none of that mattered, though, as Jaws became the highest-grossing movie
of its time, pulling in about $410 million in its first two years. It immedi-
ately made Spielberg’s name as a successful director.
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A STRING OF HITS

In the almost 20 years since then, he’s had an amazing string of movies,
most phenomenally successful, with just a few that flopped. As a film-
maker, he has juggled different roles on different pictures, sometimes
developing story ideas, or writing screenplays, or serving as the director
or producer. The director of a film is the person in charge of all the creative
and technical aspects, including the actors, sets, costumes, and special
effects, while the producer is the person responsible for all the business
aspects of filmmaking, particularly the financial decisions. During the last
ten years, he produced many films through the studio he set up on the
Universal lot, Amblin Entertainment (named after his first successful short
film), one of the largest independent production companies in Hollywood.
Spielberg has used his clout and his position as a producer to help launch
the careers of other talented young directors, just as Sydney Sheinberg
at Universal once helped him. The list of films that he has produced is
long and diverse: { Wanna HMHold Your Hand, Ulc~d Cars, Poltergeist, Continental
Divide, Gremlins and Grentlins I, Inuerspace, all three Back tu Hie Future
movies, The Goonies, An American Tail, The Money Pit, Batteries Not Included,
The Land Before Time, Who Framed Roger Rabbit? Dad, Arachuophobia, Joe
Versus the Volcane, and Cape Fear.

Certainly his success as a producer has cemented his reputation in
Hollywood, but it is the movies that he directed that have ensured his
popularity among audiences nationwide. Dating back almost twenty years,
to the release of Jaies, his filrms typically share certain settings and theines:
an ordinary person, usually in a middle-class, suburban environinent,
dealing with an extraordinary situation. Added to this seemingly mundane
concern, however, are an array of imaginative, and often spectacular,
special effects.

Even a partial listing of films directed by Spielberg showcases his talent:
Close Encoruters of the Third Kind (1977), the experiences of several typical
middle Americans dealing with the landing of an alien spacecraft; Raiders
of the Lost Ark (1981) and its two sequels, Indiana Jones and the Tenple of
Doom (1984} and Indiana Joues and the Last Crusade (1989}, the adventure
series starring Harrison Ford as Indiana Jones; the beloved movie E.T.: The
Extra- Terrestrial (1982), until recently the highest-grossing movie of all time,
about a young boy, Elliott, and his encounter with a lovable alien trapped
on Earth; The Celer Purple (1983), Spielberg’s retelling of Alice Walker's
renowned novel about a poor and abused southern black woman; Empire
of e Sunt {1987), based on J.G. Ballard’s autabiographical tale about a boy
in Shanghai, China, during World War I who is separated from his parents
and locked up in a Japanese prison camp; Always (1989), a nostalgic remake
of the 1943 romantic movie A Guy Named Joe, about a heroic firefighter
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killed in action who comes back as a guardian angel; and Hook (1991), |,
a new twist on J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan story in which Peter finally does
grow up, headlining Robin Williams as Peter, Dustin Hoffman as Hook,
and }ulia Roberts as Tinker Bell.

JURASSIC PARK

Spielberg’s most recent blockbuster is Jurassic Park (1993), based on the
novel by Michael Crichton. In the film, a wealthy developer, John Ham-
mond, has discovered a way to use biogenetics to clone dinosaurs from
the DNA found in drops of ancient blood inside a mosquito preserved
in amber. Hammond sets up a huge park on a tropical Caribbean island
and invites several others, including his two grandchildren, two scientists,
a mathematician, and a lawyer, to preview the park. “What's interesting
to me about this particular project is there is as much science as there
is adventure and thrills,” Spielberg says. "Jurassic Park is a cross between
a zoo and a theme park. It's about the idea that man has been able to
bring dinosaurs back to earth millions and millions of years later, and what
happens when we come together” And what happens is massive destruc-
tion, as the people in the park quickly discover that the dinosaurs are both
much smarter and much more dangerous than they had ever dreamed—
particularly the towering Tyrannosaurus and vicious Velociraptors. The
action is so frightening, in fact, that experts generally agree that Jurassic
Park is inappropriate for children under age nine.

Much of the film's success derives from the surprisingly believable
dinosaurs. Four separate special effects units created their realistic moves
on camera, using animation, miniature photography, animatronics (elec-
tronically controlled models), computer-generated graphics, as well as full-
size, live-action models—including a Tyrannosaurus rex that was 20-feet
tall and weighed over 3000 pounds! Equally awesdme is the marketing
campaign tied in with the film's huge stars. Over 1000 products have been
licensed to carry the Jurassic Park logo, including those from Kenner,
McDonalds, and Sega. Considering that the film is widely judged too scary
for younger kids, many have questioned this promotional campaign. But
apparently it worked: Jurassic Park was recently named the highest gross-
ing movie of all time, earning a phenomenal $840 million in just five
months, and the numbers are still cdlimbing.

Spielberg’s next film is Schindler's List, due out in late 1993. Based on a
novel by Thomas Kenneally, this film tells the story of a German
businessman during World War II who risks his life to save 1300 Jewish
workers from the Nazi death camps. Spielberg grew up hearing stories
of the Holocaust from his Jewish relatives, and this film is clearly impor-
tant to him—he’s been at work on it for ten years. “This has been the
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best experience I've had making a movie. I feel more connected with the
material than I've ever felt before,” he said during filming. “In a funny
way, I'm more qualified to make this movie than any of the others I've
made—other than E.T. and Close Encounters. At 45, I am more qualified.
This ts truly my roots, my Color Purple. Jokingly my mom will say it will
be good for the Jews. I say it's good for all of us”

Perhaps with this film, Spielberg will finally please his critics. Despite his
tremendous popular success, he has achieved little critical approval and
has never won an Academy Award (an Oscar) for Best Director for any
of his films. Reviewers have often argued that he has thrown away his
talent on lightweight entertainment—"kid" stories—and have urged him
to handle more serious, “adult” topics. Some have doubted his ability to
handle intellectually and emotionally complex material. Clearly, though,
audiences disagree. Despite critics’ reservations, his films have been huge
successes. To date, Spielberg has made six of the 20 highest-grossing
movies of all time: after Jurassic Park at number 1, his box office hits in-
clude E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial at #2, Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade at
#6, Jaws at #9, Back to the Future at #17 (produced by Spielberg), and Raiders
of the Lost Ark at #18. These successes have made him the second-highest
paid entertainer (after Oprah Winfrey) on Forbes magazine's annual list,
with $72 million earned in 1992-93. Audiences clearly love his films, and
their devotion has made Spielberg the number one American film-
maker today.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

On November 27, 1985, Spielberg was married to actress Amy Irving. They
divorced in 1989 and now share custody of their son Max. Spielberg later
gotinvolved with the actress Kate Capshaw, who appeared in the second
and third Indiana Joies movies. They were married on October 12, 1991,
and they have three children: adopted son Theo, daughter Sasha, and
son Sawyer. Spielberg is also stepfather to Capshaw’s daughtes, Jessica,
from a previous marriage.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

A confirmed workaholic, Spielberg is not known to have a lot of hobbies,
although he does enjoy spending time with his children.

DIRECTING CREDITS

Amblin’, 1970 (short feature)

Something Evil, 1970 (TV movie)

Duel, 1971 (TV movie; re-edited and released as a feature film in 1973)
Savage, 1973 (TV movie)
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The Sugarland Express, 1974 (director and co-author)

Jaws, 1975

Close Encounters of the Third Kind, 1977 (director and co-author)

1941, 1979

Raiders of the Lost Ark, 1981 i

E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial, 1982 (director and co-producer)

Tewilight Zone: The Movie, 1983 (segment director and co-producer)

Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doomr, 1984

The Color Purple, 1985 {director and co-producer)

Steven Spielberg’s Amazing Stories, 1985 (TV series; episode director and
producer)

Empire of the Sun, 1987 (director and co-producer)

Ahways, 1989 (director and co-producer)

Indiana Joues and the Last Crusade, 1989 (director and producer)

Hook, 1991

Jurassic Park, 1993

HONORS AND AWARDS

Hasty Pudding Man of the Year (Hasty Pudding Theatricals, Harvard
University): 1983

Outstanding Directorial Achievement Award for Feature Films (Directors
Guild of America): 1985, for The Color Purple

British Academy of Film and Television Arts Awards—Film: 1986

lrving G. Thalberg Award (Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences):
1986, in recognition of his consistent excellence in filmmaking

Golden Lion Award (Venice Film Festival); 1993, for Lifetime Achievement

FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Collins, Tom. Steven Spielberg: Creator of ET., 1983 (juvenile)

Conklin, Thomas.Meet Steven Spielberg, 1994 (juvenile)

Crawley, Tony. The Steven Spielberg Story: The Man Behind the Movies, 1983
Hargrove, Jim. Steven Spielberg: Awazing Filmmaker, 1988 (juvenile)
Leather, Michael C. Tke Picture Life of Steven Spielberg, 1988 (juvenile)
Mabery, D.L. Steven Spielberg, 1986 (juvenile)

Mott, Donald R., and Cheryl McAllister Saunders. Steven Spielberg, 1986
Who's Whao in America, 1992-93

Worrell, Denise. Icons: Intimate Portraits, 1989
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Patrick Stewart 1940-

English Actor and Writer

Stars as Jean-Luc Picard on “Star Trek:
The Next Generation”

BIRTH

Patrick Stewart was born July 13, 1940, in Mirfield, England, a small
mill town in the northern portion of the British Isles known as
Yorkshire. His father, Alfred, was a sergeant major in World War
11 (1939-1945) and was later a house painter. His mother, Gladys,
was a weaver who worked in a mill in the town. Stewart has two
older brothers.
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YOUTH

Stewart does not say much about his younger years, except to note that
they were touched by poverty and violence. “Life was scary,” he recalls.
His father was a brutal man, with an uncontrollable temper. 1 wasr/t
beaien, but there was violence in the house. My father would get very
angry. He would lose control.”

EARLY MEMORIES

Even though Mirfield is a small town with a population of only 9,000, there
were 11 amateur drama clubs, as well as choirs, bands, and orchestras,
when Patrick was growing up. These offered him an early and welcome
outlet from an unhappy home life. “I could say, ‘I'm going to rehearsal,
when they asked where I was going. 1t cauterized the fear and the hurt
and the pain, Being able to go somewhere else and say ‘What if’ or ‘Once
upon a time’ was comforting.”

He also remembers exploring the rugged terrain around his home. "I was
brought up looking at the crests of hilltops all around me. From the first
time my parents would allow me to wander off on my own, to get to the
top of those hills and look beyond, it's ahways held a particular fascina-
tion for me. I was one of those children who read Robert Louis Stevenson
and Joseph Conrad when 1 was growing up, so | would pore over maps
of the South China Sea with names like Java and Sumatra, which were
always thritling to me.”

EDUCATION AND FIRST JOBS

Stewart attended the local grade schools and left at the age of 15, the
minimum age for quitting school in England. He had done well in writing
and landed a job with the local paper, the Mirfield Reporter. By this time,
he was performing with four different theater groups, and he often had
a friend cover the event he was to write about, or he would even make
up the story he was to report. His editor at the paper gave him an

ultimatum: he could either give up his acting or lose his job. He quit.

CHOOSING A CAREER

Stewart remembers that final confrontation with his editor: “1 was 17, and
[left out of spite. I objected to being told how [ should lead my life. |
went home and told my parents I'd left and they were very upset. They
asked what I was going to do, and I said, ‘I'm going to become an actor’
I made the decision only to annoy the editor of the newspaper.”

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

But the decision was the right one, and Stewart entered his chosen pro-
fession with enthusiasm and ambition. In 1957, after being involved in
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dozens of regional theater productions, Stewart won a two-year scholar-
ship to the Bristol Old Vic, an outstanding theater company that has
trained generations of fine English actors. He toured with the troop for
several years,.performing in Australia, New Zealand, and South America.

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

1966, Stewart joined the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC), the most
distinguished theater company in the world devoted to performing the
works of Shakespeare and other dramatists of world renown. Over the
next 25 years, he gained a reputation as an outstanding actor, winning
praise for his performance in a number of roles. Some of his most famous
parts with the RSC include: Enobarbus in Anthoiy and Cleopatra, Oberon
in Midsummer Night's Dream, Shylock in The Merchant of Venice, Leontes
in The Winter's Tale, the title roles in Titus Andronicus, Henry IV, Part One
and Part Two, and Henry V. He also starred in non-Shakespearean roles,
winning acclaim for his interpretation of Eilert Lovberg in Henrik Ibsen’s
Hedda Gabler, King David in Peter Shaffer's Yonadab, and George in
Edward Albee’s Who's Afmid of Virginia Woolf?

Several of his performances have won major awards for Stewart, including
an Olivier Award (the most prestigious honor in British theater) for his
portrayal of Enobarbus in Anthony and Cleopatm in 1979, as well as an
Olivier nomination that same year for his Shylock in The Merchant of Venice.
For his performance in Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? he won the London
Fringe Award for Best Actor in 1987.

To supplement his rather skimpy salary with the RSC, Stewart also did
a number of film roles, appearing in Excaliber (1981), Dune (1984), and
Lifeforce (1985). Stewart’s television roles first brought hiin to the attention
of the American audience. In 1977, he appeared as Sejanus in the
BBC/Masterpiece Theater production of I, Claudins. He also captivated
audiences with his interpretation of the role of Karla, the fictitious head
of the Soviet KGB, in the TV adaptations of John Le Carre’s novels Tinker
Tatlor, Soldier, Spy (1979) and Smiley’s People (1982),

In addition to his acting roles with the RSC, Stewart was the associate
director of a group called Allianice for Creative Theatre, Education, and
Research (ACTER}), and as part of his job he began visiting American
colleges and universities in the 1970s to talk to students about perform-
ing Shakespeare. He returned several times over the years to the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Barbara.

"STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION”

While visiting California in 1986, Stewart assisted a friend by reading some
dramatic excerpts at a literary lecture, In the audience that night was
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Rebert Justman, one of the producers for a new television show, “Star
Trek: The Next Generation” The new show was tc be the follow-up to
the original “Star Trek” show of the 1960s, which by then had achieved
the status of a cult classic. The producers were casting the show at that
time, and Justman supposedly turned to his wife and said, “We've found
our captain.”’

Stewart read for the part three times, and six months later, he donned
the uniform of the United Federation of Planets to become Jean-Luc Picard,
Captain of the starship Enterprise. Stewart had no idea at that time of
the popularity of the show. He remembers seeing snippets of the earlier
program. “It used to air in England on Saturday afternoons, and when
I was working for the RSC in Stratford, I could get home between a matinee
and an evening show and have tea with my family. Sometimes that meant
watching whatever was on TV with my children, and very often it would
be ‘Star Trek” The next day, his children would act out their favorite parts
of the episodes for their father.

Now in its seventh season, “Star Trek: The Next Generation” is one of
the most popular shows on television, and the highest-rated weekly syn-
dicated series in America. The series takes place aboard the Enterprise
in the 24th century, 100 years after the voyages of the original show.
Captain Picard is joined by a
diverse crew, many of whom

are distinguished stage actors
in their own right. They
include Jonathan Frakes as
Commander Will Riker, Gates
McFadden as Dr. Beverly
Crusher, LeéVar Burton as
Lieutenant Commander Geor-
di La Forge, Marina Sirtis
as Counselar Deanna Troi,
Michael Dorn as Lieutenant
Worf, and Brent Spiner as
Data.

Another member of the cast is
Whoopi Goldberg, who plays
Guinan, the centuries-old
host of the ship’s lounge.
Goldberg, a well-known star
of TV and movies, actively
campaigned for the part of
Guinan when the show was
first being cast. She remem-
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bered the original “Star Trek,” which also featured a diverse crew, including
Nichelle Nichols as Uhura, the ship’s communication’s officer. “Not only
was Uhura proof that black folks would make it into the future, she was
beautiful, smart, and had power” remembers Goldberg.

When the show first aired, there were the ineviiable comparisons between
the earlier and the current versions. The original “Star Trek” boasts millions
of fans worldwide, many of whom were skeptical of the newcomer. But
most viewers found that the new show had a depth and ingenuity that
the first show lacked, and the critics agreed. And it had a special effects
budget, rumored to be about a half millions dollars per episode, that
brought the show a state-of-the-art look comparable to such sci-fi movies
as Star Wars. In its first year of syndication, “Star Trek: The Next Genera-
tion” won a Peabody Award, a prestigious award for excellence
in broadcasting.

Like the earlier show, “Star Trek: The Next Generation” centers on the
ship’s mission: “to boldly go where no one has gone before,” and to follow
the Prime Directive, which, in the words of Stewart, “requires that the
beliefs, customs, and ideclogies of a society or citizen should be
sacrosanct.” Stewart is widely credited with setting high standards and
bringing a greater credibility to the show. Unlike the brash Captain Kirk
of the earlier show, his character is a wise, thoughtful commander, more
likely to choose diplomacy than a punch in an alien encounter. Stewart
is rather sensitive about his baldness, but even that aspect lends his per-
sona as Captain Picard a certain mature and distinguished quality. He
thinks the fans see Picard as he does: “A visionary, dreamer, adventurer
and compassionate man. And he is a cultured, literate man.”

Stewart was irritated with some in the theater community who rejected
his work in a television series, calling it “slumming” He adamantly
opposes this view, saying: “that not only was it not slumming, but all
of my years speaking blank verse and sitting on thrones and wearing tights
and striding the stage of the RSC was nothing but a preparation for sit-
ting in the captain’s chair of the starship Enterprise.”

Playing the role of Picard made Stewart even more interested in an aspect
of many of the characters he’s played: the nature and meaning of power.
To explore this concept further, he created a one-man show, “Uneasy Lies
the Head,” a group of monologues, or speeches given by one character
alone on the stage, spoken by different leaders throughout history.

The fame the role of Picard has brought him continues to surprise Stewart.
"It seems incredible to me that more than 30 million people watched our
pilot episode, which is certainly more people than have ever seen me on
stage in my whole career” The Star Trek conventions that take place
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several times a year and are attended by thousands of adoring fans are
another aspect of his fame. Stewart says he was totally unprepared for
the reaction at his first Trekkie convention: “I came back thinking I had
just experienced what it must be like to be Sting or Michael Jackson”

Several years into the series, Stewart began to miss the stage and was
worried that his creative “juices weren’t flowing.” 50 he decided to stage
Charles Dickens's A Christmas Carol—as a one-man show. He first per-
formed the show in California in 1990, portraying 39 characters from
Dickens’s immortal classic. He concentrates on the vibrant language and
ingenious characterizations of the original work, returning to the “grim,
powerful, potent tale of redemption” of Dickens's original, which he felt
had been obscured in sugar-coated interpretations.

In another departure from the TV series, Stewart directed several of his
“Star Trek” co-stars in a revival of Tem Stoppard’s Every Good Boy Deserves
Favour in 1992. It is a work he knows well, having been part of the world
premiere in England in 1977, It is a fascinating play, taking place in a Soviet
hospital and focusing on the lives of two inmates—one a political prisoner
and one truly mad. The revival has done well on tours across the
country, and perhaps indicates the next step the “Next Generation” cast
will take. The 1993-94 season will most likely be the last for the series,
and since the actors work so well as an ensemble, they will probably work
together again. :

In addition to his famous television role, Stewart is a well-known voice
to TV audiences. His deep, rich voice has been heard in commercials for
such products as RCA televisions and Pontiac cars. He also served as host
and narrator for a PBS series on early explorers and the mapping of the
planet. He very much enjoyed the work: “as an actor with a classical
background, 1 was particularly intrigued by the episodes that deal with
the great periods of expansion and exploration in the 14th through 16th
centuries, when the map-maker was one of the most important individuals
in a society”

Stewart has plans already in the works for his post-Srar Trek days. He
recently completed writing an adaptation drawn from Mikhail Bulgakov’s
The Master and Margarifa, in which he plays Pontius Pilate. His endless
curiosity to explore new roles will continue to take him on to new
challenges, and back to his first love, Shakespeare. He has written several
scholarly pieces on the playwright, and has also written and given a
lecture-demonstration on the character of Shylock, from The Merchant of
Venice.

ON SHAKESPEARE

Stewart always tries to perform some Shakespeare at the Star Trek con-
ventions, and he is pleased with the result. Many fans have said that
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after hearing Stewart they have been inspired to read Shakespeare for the
first time, or to return to him after years. "It might be said to be a sort
of misstonary work,” he says.

He is eager to return to the RSC after an absence of nine years. “The
excitement of performing Shakespeare is that you never open the final
door on any major role. Performing and studying Shakespeare is a
process of constant revelation.”

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTE

Stewart is an active supporter of Amnesty International, which has
received proceeds from some of his performances. He also enjoys “fell-
walking,” or mountain hiking, a term for hiking in the rough, ragged ter-
rain of his Yorkshire upbringing. He is determined to leara to scuba dive,
and when this final season of “Star Trek” ends, he will try to overcome
his lifelong fear of the water and pursue this new interest with Brent
Spiner, who plays the android, Data, in “Next Generation.”

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Stewart married Sheila Falconer, a choreographer, on March 3, 1966, They
are now divorced. They have two children, Daniel, born in 1968, who is
a recent graduate of the California School of the Arts and an actor and
director, and Sophie, born in 1924, who is also studying acting. And what

does their father think about that? "I didn't encourage either one to take
up this profession, because 90-odd percent of all actors don't work. 1 know
a lot of very unhappy and frustrated actors for that reason, and 1 didn't
want that for my children. As for me, well, I'm absolutely obsessed with
acting and have nothing to replace it with.”

CREDITS
THEATER

Anthony and Cleopatra, 1972, 1973, 1979
Midsummer Night's Dream, 1977

Every Good Boy Deserves Favour, 1977 and 1991
Merchant of Venice, 1978

Henry IV, Parts One and Two, 1982-83

Henry V, 1984

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 1985

Yonadab, 1985

A Christmas Carol, 1990-92

TELEVISION

1, Claudius, 1977
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy, 1979
. 1
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Smiley’s People, 1982
“Gtar Trek: The Next Generation,” 1987-

FILMS

Excaliber, 1981
Dune, 1984
Lifeforce, 1985
Lady Jane, 1986

HONORS AND AWARDS

Olivier Award: 1979
London Fringe Best Actor Award: 1987

FURTHER READING

BOOKS

Contemporary Theatre, Film, and Television, Vol. 7
PERIODICALS

Baltimore Sun, Sep. 27, 1990, p.F1

Bosion Herald, Dec. 15, 1990, p.B1

Chicago Tribune, Apr. 4, 1993, p.C7

Los Angeles Times, Mar. 11, 1986, p.F1; Feb. 14, 1992, p.24
New York Daily News, July 2, 1990, p.B7; Dec. 15, 1991, p.E12
New York Post, Dec. 16, 1991, F10

Newsday, Dec. 16, 1991, p.B38

Philadelphia Inquirer, Jul. 28, 1991, p.8

San Francisco Examiner, Feb. 16, 1992, p.D8

The Times (London), Jan. 7, 1977, p6

TV Guide, Aug. 31, 1991, p.5; July 18, 1992, p.7; July 31, 1993, p8
USA Today, June 15, 1989, p.D3

Washingion Times, Dec. 6, 1991, p.H
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Steve Young 1961-
American Professional Football Player
MVP Quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers

BIRTH

Jon Steven Young was born October 11, 1961, in Salt Lake City,
the youngest of four sons and one daughter of LeGrande Young,
a corporate lawyer, and Sherry Young, a homemaker. The family
is directly descended from religious leader Brigham Young, whe
founded the Mormon religion and led his followers to Utah in
the middle of the nineteenth century.

YOUTH

LeGrande Young, a running back at Brigham Yourig University
(BYU) in the 1950s, was known by the nickname “Grit” on the

112

i 15 BEST COPY AVAILABLE




STEVE YOUNG

football field, and he took that same attitude in his household. "My father
is a black-and-white guy,” Steve says. “If I was one minute late, he'd be
at the doorstep waiting for me . . . . He never hit any of us. He didn't
have to. He'd just give that look, the one where you'd disappointed him”

The day began early for the Youngs, a faithfully observant Mormon family
living in Greenwich, Connecticut, where LeGrande had been transfer-
red in 1967, and where Steve grew up. They nearly always were up at 5
a.m. for a half-hour drive to Scarsdale, New York, where they worship-
ped at the nearest (Mormon) Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
LeGrande would then drop Sherry off at home and the children at school
before going to his office. It was a structured way of life for the active
young family.

Steve's mother remembers Steve as a “heavy” child, always serious. He
used to sit and watch football games with intense concentration, twirling
his hair with one finger. “ think he always wanted to be a professional
football player,” Sherry says. Steve's dad discounts the importance of this:
“Aw, that’s every kid’s dream,” he says. “1 wanted to be one, too.”

EARLY MEMORIES

Young learned early from his father the importance of being active. “He
was the kind of guy,” Steve says, “that when I'd wake up Saturday morn-
ings at, say, nine o'clock arid was supposed to mow the lawn, the lawn
mower would be going. He would want me to come sprinting out so he
could say, ‘I can't wait all day. . . .My dad wanted you to do everything
pe:fectly. And he wanted to keep you humble.”

EDUCATION

Young was a National Merit Scholar at Greenwich High, a nationally
recognized school, where he compiled a 3.7 grade-point average, including
an A in advanced-placement calculus. He was a three-sport star (football,
baseball, basketball) and, upon graduation, accepted a football scholar-
ship at Brigham Young in Provo, Utah. There, lie excelled in the classroom
as well as on the football field, majoring in international relations and
finance. "He'd worry like the other players,” recalls football secretary

I

Shirley Johnson. “"Oh, 1just did terrible on it or That was a terrible paper,
and then he'd get the highest grade in the class”

After graduating from BYU in 1984, Young went on to graduate school.
Never one to settle, or to refuse a challenge, he decided to earn a law
degree while playing pro football, since he did not want to merely reflect
on his glory days when the time came to retire. "I don’t know what kind
of law 1 want to practice, but it won't be corporate law, 1 know that,” he
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says. Continuing his law studies in the offseason, Young graduated from
BYU law school in 1993.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
COLLEGE FOOTBALL

By the time he was in college, it was clear that Steve Young was a fine
enough athlete to compete professionally. But he had to wait two years
behind future pro star Jim McMahon at BYU. At last, in 1982, Young emerg-
ed as the nation’s premier quarterback. The Cougars went 11-1, including
a Holiday Bowl victory over Missouri as Young passed for more than 300
yards in ten games. Gil Brandt, the renowned NFL (National Football
League) scout, called him “the most accurate passer I've ever seen. Period.”
Young also ran well, gaining 418 rushing yards for the season. He led the
NCA A {(National Collegiate Athletic Association) in total offense by more
than 100 yards per game, and finished second in the balloting for the
coveted Heisman Trophy in 1983, an award given annually to the best col-
lege football player.

STARTING IN THE PROS—
THE EXPRESS AND THE OVERWHELMING CONTRACT

Young graduated in 1984 at a time when the NFL was trying to hold the
line on salaries. This was especially difficult because of the upstart spring
circuit, the United States Football League (USFL). Although Young had
always wanted to be an NFL star, he agonized about competing contract
offers. He finally decided that the new league’s promises were more
appealing. The Los Angeles Express gave him a chance to start
immediately—and a $42 million contract, spread out until the year 2027.
He called the contract process “sheer madness,” and worried about fan
reaction to the colossal deal. “I'm worrying about my values,” he said at
the time, and the day after the signing he was so upset and embarrassed
about the enormity of the contract, reported the New York Times, that he
even suggested to his agent that he should give back all the money,
“except for a salary equal to the average salary of the other football players
[on the team] and enough money to rent an apartment in Los Angeles
and buy four new tires for his 1965 Oldsmobile” He was not then, nor
is he yet, comfortable with the affluence his career has brought.

Young played well in two seasons with the Express, but did nothing spec-
tacular. Rick Reilly of Sporis lllustmted observed that he had “distinguished
himself more as a scrambler than as a passer” The leagute, meanwhile,
labored in obscurity and declining fortunes. When the 1985 USFL season
was over, Young decided that enough was enough. He spent more than
a million dollars to buy out his contract with Los Angeles and signed
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with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. His two years there, however, were a
disaster. The Bucs went 4-28 over that time, and Young was constrained
by a conservative offensive philosophy and a weak offensive line,
During the two seasons, he threw for only 11 touchdowns while giving
up 21 interceptions.

THE SAN FRANCISCO YEARS

Steve Young got the break he needed when Tampa Bay traded him to the
San Francisco 49ers in April 1987. Although he would be consigned to
the bench backing up the legendary Joe Montana, he finally would be
involved in an offense that could stress his talents and in an organization
with a fine history of player devzlopment. Young played in 35 games over
the next four years, but started in only ten. He was widely regarded as
the best backup quarterback in the league, a status that had to be
unsatisfying to such a fierce competitor. A highlight of those years, though,
was a 49-yard touchdown run against Minnesota in 1988. He eluded eight
Vikings on the run and provided the Niners with the margin of victory
in what NFL Films’ Steve Sabol called “the best football over the past
25 years.”

Some reporters noted that Young and Montana had a chilly relationship
during that time, but Steve

always held his tongue, even

when Montana and receiver

Jerry Rice occasionally swiped

at him in the press. “Young

will not criticize Montana,”

writes Peter King, as painful

as the star’s treatment of him

must have been.

A torn tendon placed Mon-
tana on the injured reserve list
at the start of the 192" season,
finally giving Steve Young a
chance to lead a top-caliber
team through an NFL season.
Although Bay Area (San Fran-
cisco) fans who had seen
Montana capture four Super
Bowls were not satisfied,
Young performed beautifully.
Playing in 11 games, and start-
ing 10 before sustaining an
injury, he rolled up 3465 yards
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and a league-leading passing efficiency rating of 101.8. The Niners missed
the playoffs, however, and Young continued to be compared unfavorably
to Montana. Ann Killion, writing in the San Jose Mercury News, said that
“{Steve] won't criticize the healthy portion of the public that doesn't ac-
cept him simply because he’s not Joe. He just shrugs his shoulders. It's
part of the territory.”

It would take one more year, his tenth professional season, for Steve
Young's talents to be fully appreciated. With Montana on the disabled list
for most of the season, Young took the NFL by storm in 1992, completing
67 percent of his passes for 6021 yards with 25 touchdowns and only
seven interceptions. His 1070 passer rating marked the first time in foot-
ball history that a quarterback achieved the 100 mark for two consecutive
years. Young led the Niners to the NFL championship game, which they
lost to the eventual Super Bowl champions, the Dallas Cowboys. He won
the league title that year of Most Valuable Player.

San Francisco lost Joe Montana to the Kansas City Chiefs during the off
season in 1993, His departure leaves the team’s future in the hands of
Young, a man the Rams' defensive coach calls "a defensive coach’s
nightmare!” Pefersen’s Pro Football Preview praised Young for his “ability both
to run for yardage and also to escape from pass rushers,” adding that he
“has a strong arm, is effective downfield, and has developed a nice sense
of when to run or not run, and also when to stop running and throw on
the run.” Now that he is out from under Montana's looming presence and
after a decade in the pros, Steve Young is getting the recognition he has
worked so hard to win.

MAJOR INFLUENCES

Young did not rebel against his strict father. “I think in some ways my
father is too harsh about life, but I truly respect him,” Steve says. “I can’t
tell you how grateful I am for the way [ was raised, and it wasn't easy.
I was the oldest of the kids and if there was a fight, [ was always respon-
sible. Yet as tough as my father was, he was always fair” Young credits
his dad for providing him with a strong work ethic and a disdain for luxury.

One humorous anecdote from 1984 points up the prevailing philosophy
in the Young household. Just after Steve signed his record contract with
the now-defunct USFL, he went horre to Greenwich with a pocketful of
money. But LeGrande, reported Sports lllustrated, “made sure his son didn't
lose perspective. He had him mow the lawn, clean out the garage, do the
dishes and help his [then] 14-year-old brother, Tommy, deliver the
Greenwich Timnes”

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Steve Young remains single at the age of 32. “I'd love to get married,” he
says. “I think that would be something that would be great!” Despite a
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couple of serious relationships, however, he apparently has not yet found
the right match. He keeps a home in Mountain View, California, near San
Jose, and splits his off-season time between a tiny house in Provo and
a ski lodge in Park City, Utah.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Young lives simply and is casual and unpretentious. He no longer wheels
around in an old car littered with fast-food wrappers, but in spite of his
enormous wealth, he is happy driving the Jeep Cherokee he bought on
impulse some years ago from a former BYU teammate. “I don't like
[fancy] cars, I swear to you,” he has said. “I've always wanted a really fast
car. [ don't care what it looks like on the outside. One of these days I'm
going to get me a fast car”

Steve Young is known as a generous benefactor. Foremost among his many
charities is his own Forever Young Foundation, which directs money to
troubled children in the Bay Area, to his alma mater in Provo, and to
charitable organizations near his Connecticut hometown. The foundation
will receive more than $1 million over the period of the record five-year,
$26.75 million contract he signed with the 49rs in July 1993. Young also
does charitable work with Navajo Indians in Utah and other weslern states,
and makes dozens of motivational speeches to Mormon youth every year
during the off season. Keenly interested in politics as well, he calls himself
a "liberal Republican,” although he campaigned for moderate Democrat
Dianne Feinstein {now U.S. Senator Feinstein) in her successful run for
governor of California several years ago.

Young looks forward to eventually fulfilling his Mormon mission of two
years overseas, a coinmitment made by most devout Mormon men, and
one he delayed at the beginning of his career.

HONORS AND AWARDS

Consensus All-American: 1983

All-NFL Team: 1992

All-Pro: 1992

NFL Most Valuable Player: 1992

Sporting News Player of the Year: 1992

Miller Lite Player of the Year: 1992

Len Eshmont Award (given by teammates for inspirational play): 1992
Pro Bowl Award: 1993

FURTHER READING
PERIODICALS

Current Biography, Oct. 1993, p.54
Los Angeles Times, Aug. 2, 1992, p.C3
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New York Times, May 27, 1993, p.B14

People, Nov, 8, 1982, p.14

San Francisco Chronicle, Sep. 23, 1991, p.D3

San Jose Mercury News, Aug. 28, 1988, pW4

Sporf, December 1985, p.55; Aug. 1993, p.29

Sports Hllustrated, Sep. 19, 1988, p44; Sep.30, 1991, p.24; May 13, 1993, p.69

ADDRESS

San Francisco 49ers
4949 Centennial Boulevard
Santa Clara, CA 95054
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Kim Zmeskal 1976-

American Gymnast

Two-Time World Champion, Three-Time
National Champion, and Olympic
Bronze Medalist

BIRTH

Kim Zmeskal (zuh-MESS-kal) was born February 6, 1976, in
Houston, Texas. Her mother, Clarice, is a contract manager for
Mobil Oil, and her father, David, is a manager of a welding parts
store. She has a younger brother, Eric, and a younger sister,
Melissa.
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YOUTH

Kim's interest in gymnastics started early. Both of her parents worked,
and she spent several hours each week watching her babysitter's daughter
take gymnastics. By the time she was six, she'd been bitten by the bug.
“She just got in the car one day when I picked her up and started talking
about cartwheels and stuff,” Clarice Zmeskal recalls. “She said, ‘Oh, it's
really neat, mom. Can I do it?"”” Despite her enthusiasm, Kim admits that
she was scared at first. “I used to be the scardest thing,” she recalls. “I
wouldn't do anything. I used to cry all the time because I didn't want to
do it. My mom used to say, ‘i you're going to sit there and cry then we're
going to have to take you out! I didn't want to do that, so I started
working out”

A YOUNG GYMNAST

At that time, Bela Karolyi, the well-known gymnastics coach who had
guided Nadia Comaneci of Romania to an Olympic gold medal in 1976,
had emigrated to the US. He decided to open a gymnastics club in
Houston, coincidentally located just down the street from the Zmeskal
home. He was training an elite group of gymnasts from around the coun-
try, one of whom was Mary Lou Retton, who would go on to win the
Olympic gold medal in 1984. Compact, muscular, and fiery, Retton was
one of the first U.S. gymnasts to capture the hearts of the American public
and the imaginations of young would-be gymnasts. She became a role
model for a generation of girls who longed to compete in a sport that
until that point had been dominated by teams from Eastern Europe.

Although Zmeskal began training at the gym in 1982, she didn’t begin
to work with Karolyi until 1987, But he knew who she was. Zmeskal was
part of a group of seven- and eight-year-olds called “The Pumpkin Federa-
tion,;” with Zmeskal as Pumpkin President. Even then, Karolyi recognized
her potential. “She was this little, jumping, pumping thing who exploded
every time she moved,” he recalls. “Her little feet would be moving a hun-
dred miles an hour. It's hard at ihat age to get a true measure of what
these little tigers might be like. But you could predict big things for Kim.
She had great physical capabilities. She was an itty bitty girl with a great
big heart.”

EDUCATION

Zmeskal attended public schools in Houston until she was 14, when her
training inter+ified and she began to attend a private school, Northland
Christian, v <h allowed her to go to class for three-and-a-half hours
only. At that time, she would go to the gym first thing in the morning,
work out for a few hours, go to school from 11 to 2:30, go home for
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dinner and a nap, then go back to the gym from 4:30 to 8. She'd return
home for homework and bed. Despite all the effort she put into her sport,
Zmeskal was always a straight-A student, and she particularly liked math.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

Zmeskal got used to hearing how much she looked and moved like Ret-
ton, which was fine with her, for Retton was her idol. Retton also
represented changes in the ideal gymnasts’ body type and in the sport
itself. In the 1980s, gymnastic judges began to favor the power and athletic
ability of someone like Retton over the elegant, balletic movements that
typified former champions. Like Retton, Zmeskal is small: 47" and 80
pounds. Although she competes in all the gymnastic events—floor
exercise, uneven parallel bars, the balance beam, and the vault—Zmeskal's
favorite event is floor exercise, where her speed and strength are shown
to best advantage. Her weakest event is the uneven parallels, where gym-
nasts with longer bodies look better and score better.

Zmeskal's dedicatior and intensity paid off early. She began to compete
in junior division championships in 1988 at the age of 12, and by the time
she was 13 she was winning national championships. In 1989, she won
the US. all-around championship for junior girls. The all-around com-
petition combines scores from floor exercise, uneven parallels, vault, and
beam. She followed her victory in the junior division one year later with
a win in the all-around competition for senior women. At the age of 14,
she was the youngest national champion, male or female, to win the
titie. It was to be the first of three consecutive U.S. titles for Zmeskal. That
same year, 1990, she won the McDonald’s American Cup, scoring a first
in the all-around, the vault, and the floor exercise. She also competed in
the Goodwill Games, where she placed sixth in the all-around.

By this time, her training had increased so much that she began to take
her high school classes through correspondence courses. She also attracted
a great deal o: media attention, bearing up well under the close scrutiny
that continued until her Olympic debut two year later. Many noted her
unbending concentration and dedication, including Retton, who said, “she
has a steel stomach and an iron heart” Karolyi, who often refers to his
gymnasts as different animals, called her a “lion”

Zmeskal’s determination impressed many people, even her parents. “In

Iz

many ways, she pushed us,” her parents say. She has even refused to let
her parents in the gym during her work outs. “Sometimes [ guess | sound
like I don't want my parents around. | know they have been a big part
of what I'm doing. But this is my thing. Gymnastics is something ['ve
always wanted. It's something that I can get into and get away from
everything else. | enjoy it, for myself”” And with the commitment comes
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sacrifice. While in training, Zmeskal never ate pizza, ice cream, or other
sweets, and she had to watch her weight all the time. But, she says, the
sacrifices were always worth it.

THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

In 1991 at the World Championships in Indianapolis, Indiana, Zmeskal
stunned the sports word by becoming the world champion in the all-
around. Once again she was in the record books: she was the first U.S.
woman ever to win first place in the event at the World’s. She won over
the favored athlete, Svetlana Boguinskaia of the USSR. Boguinskaia
claimed that the U.S. judges were biased, and that Zmeskal didr't deserve
the medal. She even refused to shake Zmeskal’s hand after the competi-
tion. Karolyi responded in defense of his protege: “This is the end of an
era of Soviet domination. This is a beautiful world champion, Svetlana
Boguinskaia. All the respect and admiration 80 to her, but her time is over.
The championship went to the right person.”

Any doubts about Zmeskal's ability were silenced the following year, when
she won two more world gymnastics titles, in floor exercise and balance
beam, at the World Championships in Paris. Now her attention, and the
media’s, centered on the Olympics, to be held in July 1992 in Barcelona,
Spain.
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1992 OLYMPICS

Beginning in early 1992, the press began a deluge of articles about Zmeskal,
predicting her dominance in the 1992 Olympic games. She was on the
cover of Time magazine and was featured in an HBO special. The stage
was set for what many commentators thought would be a sweep by
Zmeskal. The pressure was enormous. But something went wrong. On
her first event, Zmeskal lost her footing on the balance beam and fell.
It was during a routine move, a back handspring, something she had done
thousands of times before. She couldn’t believe what was happening. "1
came off the podium thinking, That wasn't the Olympics,” she recalled.
“I was worried 1'd let everybody down. Bela. The team. The American
people. How could 1 not? The television camera was right in my face.”
It was a face that, in the words of one commentator, “showed shock, and
that pained frightened expression seldom left Zmeskal’s countenance for
the rest of the competition.”

Her mistake cost her dearly, and nearly knocked her out of the competi-
tion altogether. Later, during her flcor exercise routine, she momentarily
stepped out of bounds on her landing. These small mistakes cost Zmeskal
her much-anticipated gold medals. She had to settle for a bronze as part
of the U.S. team effort, which most saw as a consolation prize.

Zmeskal's fall from glory caused another storm of media attention. Many

writers felt that Zmeskal and all the young gymnasts were simply under
too much pressure, at too young an age. They claimed that the kids had
been robbed of their childhoods, burdened with expectations they couldn't
possibly fulfill. Karolyi especially came under fire. Several of his former
athletes came forward and accused him of being a bully, of forcing them
to perform when they were injured, and of emphasizing the importance
of slimness until they developed eating disorders. Karolyi announced his
retirement. Zmeskal, pursued by reporters, went home to Houston, where
she returned to public schcol and the normal routine of a high school
junior. She jogged to stay in shape, worked out two hours instead of eight
each day, and stayed out of competition and the limelight,

In the spring of 1993, she was asked to compete in an invitational tourna-
ment sponsored by Subaru, She was one of four contestants, and she did
a tremendous job, winning the event. But she did not return to the world
of competition, She attended the world championships in 1993 as a
spectator. She also plans to see the 1996 Olympics “from the stands.” Gym-
nastics is still a part, but a much smaller part, of her life. She now takes
part in training demonstrations with Karolyi and other former competitors
like Comaneci and Bart Carter.

With gymnastics no longer the center of her life, Zmeskal has had time
to put her experience in perspective. “For so long my goal had been the
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92 Olympics. It never seemed like it would be here. Then, all of a sud-
den it was over and it was like, ‘What now?’ All I ever knew was the gym,
and it was a shock to my system to go to school. At first, my feelings about
myself were based on what other people thought. But I learned to put
things in perspective. I learned that winning a gold medal isn't the only
thing that makes you feel like you've won.”

FAMILY

Many commentators have noted that Zmeskal seems to have been spared
the emotional trauma that often goes with becoming an international star
at such a young age, and most say the credit goes to her family. Unlike
many young sports hopefuls who have to live away from their families
to train, Zmeskal lives one block from Karolyi's gym. The family had
arranged vacations, birthday parties, and all kinds of events around
Zmeskal’s schedule for years, and they continue to be supportive of her
" decisions regarding gymnastics and her future.

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Zmeskal is a fan of the daytime soap opera “Days of Our Lives,” likes
Arsenio Hall and Boyz II Men, and collects bottles, pins, and t-shirts.

She also tries to answer all of her fan mail personally, and she is always

willing to oblige fans who come up to her in restaurants and ask her to
sign a napkin. But not everyone recognizes her. Recently, she went to a
restaurant with her family, and because of her small size, the waitress gave
her crayons and a coloring book.

HONORS AND AWARDS

U.S. National Champion: 1990, 1991, 1992
McDonald’s American Cup: 1990, 1991, 1992
World Gymnastics Champion: 1991, 1992
Olympic Bronze Medal: Women's Team, 1992

FURTHER READING
PERIODICALS

Houstont Chronicle, July 19, 1992, p.A11

Houston Post, Apr. 22, 1992, p.G8; Dec. 6, 1992, p.B5

International Gymnast, Sep. 1990, p.17; Dec. 1990, p.25; May 1993, p.16
Los Angeles Times, July 7, 1992, p.F14

Miami Herald, June 12, 1992, p.C6; Sep. 7, 1993, p.C2

New York Times, July 30, 1989, p. H1; June 11, 1990. p.C9
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Name Index

Listed below are the names of all individuals profiled in Biography Today,
followed by the date of the issue in which they appear.

Abdul, Paula
Agassi, Andre
Alley, Kirstie
Anderson, Marian
Anderson, Terry
Angelou, Maya
Amold, Roseanne
Ashe, Arthur
Asimov, lsaac
Avi
Babbitt, Bruce
Baker, James
Barkley, Charles
Barr, Koseanne
see Arnold, Roseanne . 92/QOct
Battle, Kathleen
Bergen, Candice
Bialik, Mayim ..........
- Bird, Larry
Blume, Judy
Blyth=. William J. IV
see Clinton, Bill
Bollea, Terry J.
se¢ Hogen, Hulk ... .. 92/Apr
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros . 93/Apr
Breathed, Berke
Breatiied. Guy Berkeley
see Breathed, Berke....92/Jan
Brooks, Garth
Burke, Caris
Burrell, Stanley Kirk
see Hammer
Bush, Barbara
Bush, George
Carvey, Dana
Castro, Fidel
Chavez, Cesar
Chavis, Benjamin
Chung, Connie
Cisneros, Henry
Clinton, Bill
Clinton, Hillary

Cosby, Bill

Cosby, Williama Henry, Jr.
see Cosby, Bill
Cousteau, Jacques
Crawford, Cindy
Culkin, Macaulay
Diana, Princess of Wales 92/ful
Doherty, Shannen
Dole, Elizabeth Hanford 92/jul
Dove, Rita
Duke, David
Duncan, Lois
Edelman, Marian

Estefan, Gloria
Fielder, Cecil
Fuentes, Daisy
Cates, Bill
Geisel, Theodor Seuss
seg Seuss, Dr.......... 92/Jan
Gilbert, Sara
Gillespie, Dizzy
Gillespie, John Birks
see Gillespie, Dizzy ... 93/Apr
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader. .. 9%/Jan
Gorbachev, Mikhail 92{Jan
Gore, Al
Graf, Steffi
Gretzky, Wayne
Groening, Matt
Guisewite, Cathy
Guy, Jasmine
Haley, Alex

Handford, Martin
Hart, Melissa Joan
Hawking, Stephen
Hill, Anita
Hogan, Hulk
Hooper, Geoff
Horowitz, Winona Laura

see Ryder, Winona ....93/Jan
Hussein, Saddam

92/Jan
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Jackson, Bo
Jackson, Vincent Edward
see Jackson, Bo
Jemison, Mae
Jennings, Peter
Jobs, Steven
John Paul II
Johnson, Earvin (Magic)
see Johnson, Magic ...
Johnson, Magic
Johnson, Marguerite
see Angelou, Maya. ...
Jordan, Michael
Joyner-Kersee, Jackie. ...
Kistler, Darci

Lang, Katherine Dawn
see lang, kd. ... ..., 93/Sep
Lee, Shelton J.
scc Lee, Spike
Lee, Spike
Lemieux, Mario
LEngle, Madeleine
Leno, James Douglas Muir
sec Leno, Jay

92/Tul
92/Jan

Marrow, Tracy

Marsalis, Wynion
Marshall, Thurgood
Martin, Ann M 92/Jan
McClintock, Barbara . ... 92/Oct
McCully, Emily Arnold . . 92/Jul
Menchu, Rigoberta 93{Jan
Morrison, Toni
Myers, Walter Dean
Navratilova, Martina ... . 93/Jan
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds 93/Apr
Norman, Greg
Novello, Antonia
Nureyev, Rudolf
Ochoa, Severo
O'Connor, Sandra Day .. 92/]ul
O’Neal, Shaquille 93/Sep
Owens, Dana

see Queen Latifah . ... 92/Apr

128

93/Apr

Parks, Rosa
Pauley, Jane
Perot, H. Ross
Perry, Luke
Pine, Elizabeth Michele 94/Jan
Pippen, Scottie
Powell, Colin
Priestley, Jason
Queen Latifah
Rabin, Yitzhak
Reno, Janet
Rice, Jerry

Ride, Sally
Robinson, Mary

Ryan, Nolan
Ryder, Winona
Salk, Jonas
Schwarzkopf, H.

Seinfeld, Jerry
Seuss, Dr
Spencer, Diana
see Diana, Princess of

Spielberg, Steven
Spinelli, Jerry
Steinem, Gloria
Stewart, Patrick
Thomas, Clarence
Van Allsburg, Chris .. .. 92/Apr
Voigt, Cynthia
Washington, Denzel 93/Jan
Watterson, Bill 92{Jan
Watterson, William B. [i

sec Watterson, Bill 92/{Jan
Wayans, Keenen Ivory. ..93/Jan
Williams, Robin
Winfield, Dave
Winfrey, Oprah
Woijtyla, Karol Josef

see [ohn Paul 11
Wortis, Avi

Yamaguchi, Kristi
Yeltsin, Boris
Young, Steve
Zmeskal, Kim




General Index

This index includes subjects, occupations, organizations, and ethnic and
minority origins that pertain to individuals profiled in Biography Today.

“ABC World News Tonight”’
Jennings, Peter, 92/]ul
activists
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Chavez, Cesar, 93/Sep
Chavis, Benjamin, 94/Jan

Edelman, Marian Wright, 93/Apr

Mandela, Nelson, 92/Jan
Menchu, Rigoberta, 93/Jan
Parks, Rosa, 92/Apr
Steinem, Gloria, 92/Oct
actors/actresses
Alley, Kirstie, 92/Jul
Arnold, Roseanne, 92/Qct
Bergen, Candice, 93/Sep
Bialik, Mayim, 94/]Jan
Burke, Chris, 93/Sep
Carvey, Dana, 93/Jan
Culkin, Macaulay, 93/Sep
Doherty, Shannen, 92/Apr
Gilbert, Sara, 93/Apr
Hart, Melissa Joan, 94/Jan
Lee, Spike, 92fApr
Perry, Luke, 92/Jan
Priestley, Jason, 92/Apr
Ryder, Winona, 93/Jan
Stewart, Patrick, 94/]an
Washington, Denzel, 93/Jan
Wayans, Keenen lvory, 93/Jan
Williams, Robin, 92/Apr
Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr
AIDS (acquired immuno-
deficiency syndrome)
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Johnson, Magic, 92/Apr
Nureyev, Rudolf, 93/Apr
Ambassador to the
United Nations
Bush, George, 92{Jan
American Red Cross

Dole, Elizabeth Hanford, 92/Jul

amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS)
Hawking, Stephen, 92/Apr

ANC (African National
Congress)

Mandela, Nelson, 92/Jan
Apple Computer

Jobs, Steven, 92/]Jan
Aqua-lung

Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
Arizona, Governor of

Babbitt, Bruce, 94/Jan
Arkansas, Governor of

Clinton, Bill, 92/Jul
Army, U.S.

Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep

Asimov, Isaac, 92/]Jul

Gore, Al, 93/Jan

Ice-T, 93/Apr

Myers, Walter Dean, 93/Jan

Powell, Colin, 92/Jan

Schwarzkopf, H. Norman

(retired), 92/]Jan

Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Asgian-American

Chung, Connie, 9%4/]Jan

Ma, Yo-Yo, 92/Jul

Yamaguchi, Kristi, 92/Apr
Associated Press

Anderson, Terry, 92/Apr
astronauts

Jemison, Mae, 92/Oct

Ride, Sally, 92/Jan
athietes

Agassi, Andre, 92/Jul

Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep

Barkley, Charles, 92/Apr

Bird, Larry, 92/Jan

Graf, Steffi, 92/Jan

Gretzky, Wayne, 92/]an

Jackson, Be, 92/Jan

Johnson, Magic, 92/Apr

Jordan, Michael, 92/Jan

Joyner-Kersee, Jackie, 92/QOct

Lemieux, Mario, 92/Jul

Marino, Dan, 93/Apr

Navratilova, Martina, 93/Jan
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O’Neal, Shaquille, 93/Sep
Piy. pen, Scottie, 92/Oct
Rice, Jerry, 93/Apr
Rose, Pete, 92/Jan
Ryan, Nolan, 92/Oct
Winfield, Dave, 93/fan
Yamaguchi, Kristi, $2/Apr
Zmeskal, Kim, 94/Jan
Attorney General, 115,
Reno, Janet, 93/Sep
Australian
Norman, Greg, 94/Jan
authors
Angelou, Maya, 93/Apr
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Asimov, Isaac, 92/Jul
Avi, 93/Jan
Bergen, Candice, 93/Sep
Blume, Judy, 92/Jan
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros, 93/Apr
Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan
Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
Dove, Rita, 94/Jan
Duncan, Lois, 93/Sep
Gore, Albert, Jr., 93/Jan
Haley, Alex, 92/Apr
Handford, Martin, 92/jan
lacocca, Lee A., 92/Jan
LEngle, Madeleine, 92/fan
Martin, Ann M., 92/Jan
McCully, Emily Arnold, 92/Jul
Morrison, Toni, 94/jan
Myers, Walter Dean, 93/fan

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds, 93/Apr

Salk, Jonas, 94/fan
Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Spinelli, Jerry, 93/Apr
Steinem, Gloria, 92/Oct
Stewart, Patrick, 94/Jan
Van Allsburg, Chris, 92/Apr
Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
automobile executive
lacocea, Lee A., 92/Jan
ballet
Kistler, Darci, 93/Jan
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Nureyev, Rudolf. 93/Apr
baseball players
Fielder, Cecil, 93/Sep
Jackson, Bo, 92/Jan
Rose, Pete, 92/Jan
Ryan, Nolan, 92/Oct
Winfield, Dave, 93/Jan
basketball players
Barkley, Charles, 92/Apr
Bird, Larry, 92/Jan
Johnson, Magic, 92/Apr
Jordan, Michael, 92/Jan
QO'Neai, Shaquille, 93/Sep
Pippen, Scottie, 92/Oct
’Beverly Hills, 90210
Doherty. Shannen, 92/Apr
Perry, Luke, 92/Jan
Priestley, Jason, 92/Apr
Beloved
Morrison, Toni, 94/Jan
biology
McClintock, Barbara, 92/Oct
Ochoa, Severo, %4/Jan
black
activists
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Chavis, Benjamin, 94/Jan
Edelman, Marian Wright,
93/Apr
Mandela, Nelson, 92/Jan
Parks, Rosa, 92/Apr
actors/actresses
Guy, Jasmine, 93/Sep
Lee, Spike, 92/Apr
Washington, Denzel, 93/Jan
Wayans, Keenen Ivory, 93/Jan
Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr
astronauts
Jemison, Mae, 92/Oct
athletes
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Fielder, Cecil, 93/Sep
Jackson, Bo, 92{jan
Johnson, Magic, 92/Apr
Jordan, Michael, 92/Jan
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Joyner-Kersee, Jackie, 92/Oct
O'Neal, Shaquille, 93/5ep
Pippen, Scottie, 92/Oct
Rice, Jerry, 93/Apr
Winfield, Dave, 93/Jan
authors
Angelou, Maya, 93/Apr
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan
Dove, Rita, 94/Jan
Haley, Alex, 92/Apr
Morrison, Toni, 94/Jan
Myers, Walter Dean, 93/Jan
film directors
Lee, Spike, 92/Apr
Wayans, Keenen lvory, 93/Jan
general, U.5. Army
Powell, Colin, 92/Jan
jurists
Marshall, Thurgood, 92/Jan
Thomas, Clarence, 92/]Jan
musicians
Gillespie, Dizzy, 93/Apr
Marsalis, Wynton, 92/{Apr
public figures
Hill, Anita, 93/Jan
singers
Anderson, Marian, 94/Jan
Battle, Kathleen, 93/Jan
Hammer, 92/Jan
Ice-T, 93/Apr
Queen Latifah, 92/Apr
TV personalities
Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan
Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr
‘'Blossom’’
Bialik, Mayim, 94/Jan
Boston Celtics
Bird, Larry, 92/Jan
Boy Scouts
Anderson, Terry, 92/Apr
Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr
Spielberg, Steven, 94/Jan
Brief History of Time, A
Hawking, Stephen, 92/Apr

business leaders

lacocca, Lee A., 92/Jan

Jobs, Steven, 92/]an

Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr
Calvin and Hobbes

Watterson, Bill, 92/Jan
Canadian

Gretzky, Wayne, 92/Jan

Jennings, Peter, 92/Jul

lang, k.d., 93/Sep

Lemieux, Mario, 92/Ju}

‘Priestley, Jason, 92/Apr
cartoonists

Breathed, Berke, 92/Jan

Guisewite, Cathy, 93/Sep

Groening, Matt, 92/Jan

Wiatterson, Bill, 92/Jan
Cat in the Hat, The

Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Cathy

Guisewite, Cathy, 93/Sep
“CBS Evening News"’

Chung, Connie, 94/Jan
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Powell, Colin, 92/Jan
"*Cheers”’

Alley, Kirstie, 92/Jul
Chicago Bulls

Jordan, Michael, 92/Jan

Pippen, Scottie, 92/Oct
children’s authors

Asimov, Isaac, 92/Jul

Avi, 93Jan

Blume, Judy, 92/Jan

Duncan, Lois, 93/Sep

Handford, Martin, 92/Jan

LEngle, Madeleine, 92/Jan

Martin, Ann M., 92/Jan

MecCully, Emily Arnold, 92/Apr

Myers, Walter Dean, 93/Jan

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds,

93/ Apr

Seuss, Dr., 92/]an

Spinelli, Jerry, 93Apr

Van Allsburg, Chris, 92/Apr

y 131
131




GENERAL INDEX

Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
Children’s Defense Fund (CDF)

Edelman, Marian Wright, 93/Apr

choreographers

Abdul, Paula, 92/Jan

Nureyev, Rudolf, 93/Apr
Chrysler Corporation

lacocca, Lee A., 92/]an
CIA, director of the

Bush, George, 92/Jan
Civil Rights Movement

Chavis, Benjamin, 94/Jan

Edelman, Marian Wright, 93/Apr

Marshall, Thurgood, 92/Jan

Parks, Rosa, 92/Apr
"*Clarissa Explains It All”

Hart, Melissa Joan, 94/Jan
clergy

Chavis, Benjamin, 94/Jan
Coast Guard, U8,

Haley, Alex, 92/Apr
comedians

Arnold, Roseanne, 92/Qct

Carvey, Dana, 93/Jan

Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan

Leno, Jay, 92/]Jul

Seinfeld, Jerry, 92/Oct

Wayans, Keenen Ivory, 93/Jan

Williams, Robin, 92/Apr
Communists

Castro, Fidel, 92/Jul

Gorbachev, Mikhail, 92/Jan

Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr
computers

Gates, Bill, 93/Apr

Jobs, Steven, 92/Jan

Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr
""Cosby Show, The’’

Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan
cosmology

Hawking, Stephen, 92/Apr
Cousteau Society

Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
Cuba, president of

Castro, Fidel, 92/Jul

132

Cuban

Castro, Fidel, 92{Jul
Cuban-American

see also Hispanic-American

Estefan, Gloria, 92/Jul

Fuentes, Daisy, 94/Jan
Cuban Revolution

Castro, Fidel, 92/Jul
Czechoslovakian

Navratilova, Martina, 93/Jan
dancers

Abdul, Paula, 92/Jan

Estefan, Gloria, 92/Jul

Hammer, 92/Jan

Kistler, Darci, 93/Jan

Nureyev, Rudolf, 93/Apr
David and Jonathan

Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
Deenie

Blume, Judy, 92/Jan
Democratic Party

Clinton, Bill, 92/Jul

Gore, Al, 93/Tan
Desert Shield/Desert
Storm commander

Schwarzkopf, H. Norman

{retired), 92/Jan
Detroit Tigers

Fielder, Cecil, 93/Sep
Dicey’s Song

Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
“A Different World"’

Guy, Jasmine, 93/Sep
diplomats

Boutros-Ghali, Boutros,

93/Apr
disabled

Hawking, Stephen, 92/Apr
doctors

Jemison, Mae, 92/QOct

Novello, Antonia, 92/Apr

Salk, Jonas, 94/Jan
Down's Syndrome

Burke, Chris, 93/Sep
Edmonton Oilers

Gretzky, Wayne, 92/Jan
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EDS (Electronic Data Systems)
Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr
Egyptian
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros,
93/Apr
English
Diana, Princess of Wales,
92{Jul
Handford, Martin, 92/Jan
Hawking, Stephen, 92/Apr
Stewart, Patrick, 94/Jan
environmentalists
Babbitt, Bruce, 94/Jan
Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
Gore, Al, 93/Jan

“Eye to Eye with Connie Chung”

Chung, Connie, 94/Jan
female
activists
Edelman, Marian Wright,
9BiApr
Menchu, Rigoberta, 93/Jan
Parks, Rosa, 92/Apr
Steinem, Gloria, 92/Oct
actresses
Alley, Kirstie, 92/Jul
Arnold, Roseanne, 92/Oct
Bergen, Candice, 93/Sep
Bialik, Mayim, 94/]Jan
Doherty, Shannen, 92/Apr
Gilbert, Sara, 93/Apr
Guy, Jasmine, 93/Sep
Hart, Melissa Joan, 94/Jan
Ryder, Winona, 93/Jan
Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr
astronauts
Jemnison, Mae, 92/Oct
Ride, Sally, 92/fan
athletes
Graf, Steffi, 92/Jan

Joyner-Kersee, Jackie, 92/Oct

Navratilova, Martina, 93/Jan
Yamaguchi, Kristi, 92/Apr
Zmeskal, Kim, 94/Jan
authors

Angelou, Maya, 93/Apr
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Bergen, Candice, 93/Sep
Blume, Judy, 92/fan
Dove, Rita, 94/]an
Duncan, Lois, 93/Sep
LEngle, Madeleine, 92/Jan
McCully, Emily Amold, 92/ful
Morrison, Toni, 94/Jan
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds,
93/Apr
Steinem, Gloria, 92/Oct
Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
cartoonists
Guisewite, Cathy, 93/Sep
dancers
Abdul, Paula, 92/Jan
Estefan, Gloria, 92/Jul
Kistler, Parci, 93/Jan
doctors
Jemison, Mae, 92/Oct
Novello, Antonia, 92/Apr
journalists
Chung, Connie, 94/Jan
Pauley, Jane, 92/Oct
jurists
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 94/Jan
O'Connor, Sandra Day,
92/Jul
models (professional)
Crawford, Cindy, 93/Apr
public figures
Bush, Barbara, 92/fan
Clinton, Hillary Rodham,
93/Apr
Diana, Princess of Wales,
92/Jul
Dole, Elizabeth Hanford,
92/]Jul
Fuentes, Daisy, 94/Jan
Hill, Anita, 93/Jan
Reno, Janet, 93/Sep
Robinson, Mary, 93/Sep
scientists
Jemison, Mae, 92/0Oct
McClintock, Barbara, 92/Qct
Ride, Sally, 92/Jan
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singers
Abdul, Paula, 92/Jan
Anderson, Marian, 94/Jan
Battle, Kathleen, 93/Jan
Estefan, Gloria, 92/Jul
Guy, Jasmine, 93/Sep
lang. k.d., 93/Sep
Queen Latifah, 92/Apr
feminists
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 94/Jan
Steinem, Gloria, 92/Oct
film directors
Lee, Spike, 92/Oct
Spielberg, Steven, 94/Jan
Wayans, Keenen lvory, 93/Jan
film producers
Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
First Lady of the United States
Bush, Barbara, 92/Jan
Clinton, Hillary Rodham, 93/Apr
football players
Jackson, Bo, 92/Jan
Marino, Dan, 93/Apr
Rice, Jerry, 93/Apr
Young, Steve, 94/Jan
Forever
Blume, Judy, 92/Jan
Forever Young Foundation
Young, Steve, 94/jan
Foundation
Asimov, [saac, 92/Jul
French
Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
French-Canadian
Abdul, Paula, 92/Jan
Lemieux, Mario, 92/Jul
general, U.S. Army
Powell, Colin, 92/Jan
Schwarzkopf, H. Norman
(retired), 92/Jan
genetics
McClintock, Barbara, 92/Oct
Ochoa, Severo, 94/Jan
German
Graf, Steffi, 92/Jan
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golf

Norman, Greg, 94/Jan
Governor of Arizona

Babbitt, Bruce, 94{Jan
Governor of Arkansas

Clirtn, Bill, 92/Jul
"grand slant’’ of tennis, winner

Graf, Steffi, 92/Jan

Navratilova, Martina, 93/Jan
Green Eggs and Ham

Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Guatemalan

Menchu, Rigoberta, 93/Jan
gymnasts

Zmeskal, Kim, 94/Jan
Harpo Productions

Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr
heptathlon

Joyner-Kersee, Jackie, 92/Oct
Hispanic-American

Chavez, Cesar, 93/Sep

Cisneros, Henry, 93/Sep

Estefan, Gloria, 92/Jul

Fuentes, Daisy, 94/Jan

Novello, Antonia, 92/Apr

Ochoa, Severo, 94/Jan
hockey players

Gretzky, Wayne, 92/Jan

Lemieux, Mario, 92:Jul
Homecaoming

Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
hostages

Anderson, Terry, 92/Apr
1, Robot

Asimov, Isaac, 92/Jul
illustrators

Handford, Martin, 92/Jan

McCully, Emily Arnold, 92/Apr

Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan

Van Allsburg, Chris, 92/Apr
"In Living Color’’

Wayans, Keenen Ivory, 93/Jan
inventors

Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
Iraq, President of

Hussein, Saddam, 92/]ul
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Iraqi
Hussein, Saddam, 92/Jul
Ireland, President of
Robinson, Mary, 93/Sep
Irish
Robinesn, Mary, 93/Sep
Israel, Prime Minister of
Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/Oct
Israeli .
Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/Cct
Jazz
Morrison, Toni, 94/Jan
Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Chairman of
Powell, Colin, 92/]Jan
journalists
Anderson, Terry, 92/Apr
Chung, Connie, 94/Jan
Jennings, Peter, 92{Jul
Pauley, Jane, 92fOct
Jurassic Park
Spielberg, Steven, 94/Jan
jurists
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 94/Jan
Marshall, Thurgood, 92/Jan
O’'Connor, Sandra Day, 92/Jul
Themas, Clarence, 92/Jan
justices, United States
Supreme Court
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 94/Jan
Marshall, Thurgood, 92/Jan
O’Connor, Sandra Day, 92{]Jul
Thomas, Clarence, 92/Jan
Ku Klux Klan
Duke, David, 92/Apr
Labor Party (Israel)
Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/0Oct
Laker Girl
Abdul, Paula, 92/]Jan
lawyers
Babbitt, Bruce, 94/Jan
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros, 93/Apr

Reno, Janet, 93/Sep
librarians
Avi, 93/Jan
'Life Goes On”
Burke, Chris, 93/Sep
literacy, protnotion of -
Bush, Barbara, 92/]an
Los Angeles Kings
Gretzky, Wayne, 92/Jan
Los Angeles Lakers
Johnson, Magic, 92/Apr
Lou Gehrig's disease
see amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
Maniac Magee
Spinelli, Jerry, 93/Apr
Marine Corps
Anderson, Terry, 92/Apr
Baker, James, 92/Oct
Miami Dolphins
Marino, Dan, 93/Apr
Microsoft Corp.
Gates, Bill, 93/Apr
military service, France
Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
military service, Israel
Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/Oct
military service, U.S.
Army
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Asimov, Isaac, 92/Jul
Gore, Al, 93/Jan
Ice-T, 93/Apr
Myers, Walter Dean, 93/Jan
Powell, Colin, 92/Jan
Schwarzkopf, H. Norman
{retired), 92/]an
Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Coast Guard
Haley, Alex, 92/Apr
Marine Corps
Anderson, Terry, 92fApr
Baker, James, 92/QOct

Navy

Clinton, Hillary Rodham, 93/Apr Bush, George, 92/]Jan
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Chavez, Cesar, 93/Sep
Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan
Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr
Spinelli, Jerry, 93/Apr
Minnesota Twins

Winfield, Dave, 93/Jan
models {professional)

Crawford, Cindy, 93/Apr
"Mork and Mindy"’

Williams, Robin, 92/Jul
Ms, magazine

Steinein, Gloria, 92/Oct
MTV

Crawford, Cindy, 93/Apr

Fuentes, Daisy, 94/[an
"Murphy Brown'’

Bergen, Candice, 93/Sep
musicians

Brooks, Garth, 92/Oct

Gillespie, Dizzy, 93{Apr

Ma, Yo-Yo, 92/Jul

Marsalis, Wynton, 92/Apr
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
{NAACP)

Angelou, Maya, 93/Apr

Chavis, Benjamin, %4/Jan

Marshall, Thurgood, 92/Jan

Parks, Rosa, 92/Apr
National Association for the
Advancement of White People
{NAAWP)

Duke, David, 92/Apr
National Spelling Bee,
Scripps Howard

Hooper, Geoff, 94/Jan
native peoples

Menchu, Rigoberta, 93/Jan
Navy, U.S.

Bush, George, 92/Jan

Chavez, Cesar, 93/Sep

Cosby, Bill, 92fJan

Perot, H, Ross, 92/Apr

Spinelli, Jerry, 93/Apr
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Razism
Duke, David, 92/Apr
New York City Ballet
Kistler, Darci, 93/]an
’Nightfall’’
Asimov, Isaac, 92/Jul
Nobel Prize
Gorbachev, Mikhail, 92/Jan
McClintock, Barbara, 92/Oct
Menchu, Rigoberta, 93/Jan
Morrison, Toni, 94/fan
Ochoa, Severo, 94/Jan
Oakland Athletics, batboy
Hammer, 92/Jan
obituaries
Anderson, Marian, 94/Jan
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Asimov, Isaac, 92/Jul
Chavez, Cesar, 93/Sep
Gillespie, Dizzy, 93/Apr
Haley, Alex, 92/Apr
McClintock, Barbara, 92/QOct
Nureyev, Rudolf, 93/Apr
Ochoa, Severo, Y/Jan
Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Oh, the Places You'!l Go!
Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
oil executive
Bush, George, 92/Jan
Olympics
Joyner-Kersee, Jackie, 92/Oct
Yamaguchi. Kristi, 92/Apr
Zmeskal, Kim, 94/Jan
opera
Anderson, Marian, 94/Jan
Battle, Kathleen, 93/Jan
*Oprah Winfrey Show, The”
Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr
Orfe
Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
Orlando Magic
O'Neal, Shaquille, 93/Sep
Perot Systems Corp.
Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr
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Philadelphia 76ers

Barkley, Charles, 92/Apr
Phoenix Suns

Barkley, Charles, 92/Apr
Pittsburgh Penguins

Lemieux, Mario, 92/Jul
Poet Laureate of the
United States

Dove, Rita, 94/Jan
Polar Express, The

Van Alisburg, Chris, 92/Apr
polio vaccine

Salk, Jonas, 74/Jan
Polish

Johri Paut I, ¥2/Oct
politicians

Babbitt, Bruce, 94/Jan

Baker, James, 92/Oct

Boutros-Ghali, Boutros, 93/Apr

Bush, George, 92/Jan

Castro, Fidel, 92/]ul

Cisneros, Henry, 93/Sep

Clinton, Bill, 92/]Jul

Duke, David, 92/Apr

Gorbachey, Mikhail, 92/Jan

Gore, Al, 93/Jan

Hussein, Saddam, 92/Jul

Mandela, Nelson, 92/Jan

Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr

Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/Oct

Robinson, Mary, 93/Sep

Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr
Pope of the Roman
Catholic Church

John Faul I, 92/Oct
President of Cuba

Castro, Fidel, 92/Jul
President of Iraq

Hussein, Saddam, 92/]ul
President of Ireland

Robinson, Mary, 93/Sep
President of the Russian
Federation

Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr

L b
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President of the Soviet Union
Gorbachev, Mikhail, 92/Jan
President of the United States
Bush, George, 92/Jan
Clinton, Bill, 92/Jul
Prime Minister of Israel
Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/Oct
publisher
Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Puerto Rican
see also Hispanic-American
Novello, Antonia, 92/Apr
rap singers
Hammer, 92/Jan
lce-T, 93/Apr
Queen Latifah, 92fApr
recording artists
Abdul, Paula, 92/Jan
Anderson, Marian, 94/Jan
Battle, Kathleen, 93/Jan
Brooks, Garth, 92/Oct
Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan
Estefan, Gloria, 92/jul
Guy, Jasmine, 93/Sep
Hammer, 92/Jan
Ice-T, 93/Apr
lang, k.d., 93/Sep
Ma, Yo-Yo, 92/]ul
Marsalis, Wynton, 92/Apr
Queen Latifah, 92/Apr
Red Cross
see American Red Cross
Republican National
Committee,
chairman
Bush, George, 92/Jan
Republican Party
Baker, James, 92/Oct
Bush, George, 92fJan
Rhodes Scholar
Clinton, Bill, 92/Jul
robots
Asimov, Isaac, 92f]ul
Roman Catholic Church
John Paul I, 92/Oct
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Roots

Haley, Alex, 92/Apr
’Roseanne’’

Arnold, Roseanne, 92/Oct

Gilbert, Sara, 93/Apr
royalty

Diana, Princess of Wales,

92/Jul
Russian

Gorbachev, Mikhail, 92/Jan

Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr
Russian Federation,
president of

Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr
San Francisco 49ers

Rice, Jerry, 93/Apr

Young, Steve, 94/Jan
*’Saturday Night Live’

Carvey, Dana, 93/Jan
science fiction literature

Asimov, {saac, 92/Jul
Scierice Talent Search,
Westinghouse

Pine, Elizabeth Michele, 94/Jan
scientisw3

Asimov, Isaac, 92/jul

Hawking, Stephen, 92/Apr

Jemison, Mue, 92/Oct

McCintock, Barbara, 92/QOct

Cchoa, Severo, 94/Jan

Ride, Sally, 92/Jan

Salk, Jonas, 91/jan
scientology

Alley, Kirstie, 92/Jul

Seinfeld, Jerry, 92/Oct
Secretary General of the
United Nations

Boutros-Ghali, Bou'ros,

93/Apr
Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development

Cisneros, Henry, 93/Sep
Secretary of Interior

Babbitt, Bruce, 94/]an
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Secretary of Labor, U.S.
Pole, Elizabeth Hanford,
92!Jul
Secretary of State,- U.S.
Baker, James, 92/Oct
Secretary of Transportation, U.S.
Dole, Elizabeth Hanford,
92/Jul
Secretary of Treasury, U.S.
Baker, James, 92/Oct
"*Seinfeld’”
Seinfeld, Jerry, 92/Oct
sexual harassment
Hill, Anita, 93/Jan
Shiloh
Naylor, Phy.lis Reynolds,
93/Apr
“’Simpsons, The”’
Groening, Matt, 92/Jan
singers
Abdul, Pr -la, 92/Jan
Anderson, Marian, 94/Jan
Battle, Kathleen, 93/Jan
Brooks, Garth, 92/Oct
Estefan, Gloria, 92/Jul
Guy, Jasmine, 93/Sep
Hammer, 92{Jan
ice-T. 93/Apr
lang, x.d., 93/Sep
Queen Latifah, 92/Apr
skaters
Yamaguchi, Kristi, 92/Apr
Song of Solonion
Morrison, Toni, 94/Jan
£.0.R. Losers
Avi, 93/Jan
South African
Mandela, Nelson, 92/Jan
Soviet Union, president of
Gorbachev, Mikhail, 92/Jan
**Star Trek: The Next
Generation”’
Stewart, Patrick, 94/Jan
Superfudge
Blume, Judy, 92/Jan
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Supreme Court justices, U.S.
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 94/Jan
Marshall, Thurgood, 92/fan
O’'Connor, Sandra Day, 92/Jul
Thomas, Clarence, 92/Jan

Surgeon General, U.S.
Novello, Antonia, 92/Apr

Syrian-Brazilian
Abdul, Paula, 92/Jan

Tartar
Nureyev, Rudol:, 93/Apr

television
Alley, Kirstie, 92{Jul
Arnold, Roseanne, 92/Oct
Bergen, Candice, 93/Sep
Bialik, Mayim, 94/Jan
Burke, Chris, 93/Sep
Carvey, Dana, 93/Jan
Chung, Connie, 94/Jan
Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan
Cousteau, Jacques, 93/Jan
Crawford, Cindy, 93/Apr
Fuentes, Daisy, 94/Jan
Gilbert, Sara, 93/Apr
Groening, Matt, 92/Jan
Hart, Melissa Joan, 94/Jan
Jennings, Peter, 92{Jul
Leno, Jay, 92/Jul
Pauley, Jane, 92/Oct
Seinfeld, Jerry, 92/Oct
Stewart, Patrick, 94/Jan
Wayans, Keenen Ivory, 93/Jan
Williams, Robin, 92/Apr
Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr

tennis players
Agassi, Andre, 92/}ul
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Graf, Steffi, 92/Jan
Navratilova, Martina, 93/fan

Texas Rangers
Ryan, Nolan, 92/Cct

Tiger Eyes
Blume, Judy, 9Z/Jan

"Foday’’ Show, The
Pauley, Jane, 92/Oct
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“Tonight Show with Jay
Leno, The”
Leno, Jay, 92/Jul
True Cosnfessions of Charlotte
Doyle, The
Avi, 93/fan
United Farm Workers
Chavez, Cesar, 93/Sep
United Nations
Ambassador to
Bush, George, 92/Jan
Secretary General
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros, 93/Apr
United States
Army, general
Powell, Colin, 92fJan
Schwarzkopf, H. Norman
(retired), 92/Jan
Attorney General
Reno, Janet, 93/Sep
First Lady of
Bush, Barbara, 92/Jan
Clinton, Hillary Rodham,
93fApr
Poet Lautreate
Dove, Rita, 94/Jan
President of
Bush, George, 92/Jan
Clinton, Bill 92/}ul
Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development
Cisneros, Henry, 93/Sep
Secretary of Interior
Babbitt, Bruce, 94/Jan
Secretary of Labor
Dole, Elizabeth Hanford,
92/Jul
Secretary of State
Baker, James, 92/Oct
Secretary of Transportation
Dole, Elizabeth Hanford,
92/Jul
Secretary of Treasury
Baker, James, 92/Oct

i
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Supreme fourt, justice of
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 94/Jan
Marshall, Thurgood, 92/Jan
O'Connor, Sandra Day, 92/Jul
Thomas, Clarence, 92/Jan

Surgeon General
Novello, Anfonia, 92/Apr

Vice President of
Bush, George, 92/Jan
Gore, Al, 93/Jan

White House Chief of Staff
Baker, James, 92/Oc!

Vice-President of the United States

Bush, George, 92/Jan

Gore, Al, 93/Jan

Where's Waldo?
HandAford, Martin, 92/Jan
White House Chief of Staif
Baker, James, 92/QOct
Wimbledon winners
Agassi, Andre, 92/Jul
Navratilova, Martina, 93/Jan
Winfield Foundation, David M.

Winfield, Dave, 93/Jan

wrestlers

Hogan, Hulk, 92/Apr

Wrinkle in Time, A
LEngle, Madeleine, 92/Jan

WWF (World Wrestling Federation)
Hogan, Hulk, 92/Apr
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Places of Birth Index

The following index lists the places of birth for the individuals profiled
in Biograpl:y Today. Places of birth are entered under state, province, and/or

country.

Alabama
" Barkley, Charles, 92/Apr

Jackson, Bo, 92/]Jan

Jemison, Mae, 92/Oct

Parks, Rosa, 92/Apr
Alberta, Canada

lang, k.d., 93/Sep
Arizona

Chavez, Cesar, 93/Sep
Arkansas

Clinton, Bill, 92/Jul

Pippen, Scottie, 92/0ct
Australia

Norman, Greg, 94/Jan
British Columbia, Canada

Priestley, Jason, 92/Apr
California

Abdul, Paula, 92/lan

Babbitt, Bruce, 94/Jan

Bergen, Candice, 93/Sep

Bialik, Mayim, 94/Jan

Breathed, Berke, 92/]an

Fielder, Cecil, 93/Sep

Gilbert, Sara, $3/Apr

Hammer, 92/]Jan

Jobs, Steven, 92/Jan

Kistler, Darci, 93/Jan

Ride, Sally, 92/]an

Yamaguchi, Kristi, 92fApr
Canada

Gretzky, Wayne, 92/Jan

Jennings, Peter, 92/]Jul

lang, k.d., 93/5ep

Lemieux, Mario, 92/]Jul

Priestley, Jasen, 22/Apr
Connecticut

McClintock, Barbara, 92/Oct
Cuba

Castro, Fidel, 92/Jul

Estefan, Gloria, 92']ul

Fuentes, Daisy, 94/Jan
Czechoslovakia

WNavralilova, Martina, 93/Jan

Egypt

Boutros-Ghali, Boutros, 93/Apr
England

Diana, Princess of Wales, 92/]ul

Handford, Martin, 92/Jan

Hawking, Stephen, 92/Apr

Stewart, Patrick, 94/Jan
Florida

Reno, Janet, 93/Sep
France

Cousteau, Jacques, 93/]Jan

Ma, Yo-Yo, 92/]ul
Georgia

Hogan, Hul.., 92/Apr

Lee, Spike, 92/Apr

Thomas, Clarence, 92/Jan
Germany

Graf, Steffi, 92/Jan
Guatemala

Menchu, Rigoberta, 93/Jan
Illinois

Clinton, Hillary Rodham,

93/Apr

Crawford, Cindy, 93/Apr

Joyner-Kersee, Jackie, 92/Oct

McCully, Emily Arnold, 92/Jul

Pine, Elizabeth Michele,

94/Jan
Indiana

Bird, Larry, 92/]Jan

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds,

93/Apr

Pauley lane, 92/Oct
Iraq

Hussein, saddam, 92/Jul
Ireland

Rebinson, Mary, 93/Sep
Israel

Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/Oct
Kansas

Alley, Kirstie, 92/]Jul
Louisiana

M:lrsa]is, Wynton, 92/Apr
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Maryland :
Marshall, Thurgood, 92/Jan
Massachusetts
Bush, George, 92/Jan
Guy, Jasmine, 93/Sep
Pine, Elizabeth Michele,
94/Jan
Seuss, Dr., 92/Jan
Voigt, Cynthia, 92/Oct
Michigan
Johnson, Magic, 92/Apr
Van Allsburg, Chris, 92/Apr
Minnesota
Rvder, Winona, 93/Jan
Winfield, Dave, 93/Jan
Mississippi
Rice, Jerry, 93/Apr
Winfrey, Oprah, 92/Apr
Missouri
Angelou, Maya, 93/Apr
Montana
Carvey, Dana, 93/Jan
Nevada
Agassi, Andre, 92/Jul
New Jersey
Blume, Judy. 92/Jan
Ice-T, 93/Apr
Martin, Ann M., 92/fan
O'Neal, Shaquille, 93/Sep
Queen Latifah, 92/Apr
Schwarzkopf, H. Norman,
92/Jan
New York State
Avi, 93/Jan
Burke, Chris, 93/Sep
Bush, Barbara, 92/Jan
Culkin, Macaulay, 93/Sep
Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 94/Jan
Haley, Alex, 92/Apr
Hart, Melissa Joan, 94/Jan
Jordan, Michael, 92/Jan
LEngle, Madeleine, 92/Jan
Leno, Jay, 92/Jul
Powell, Colin, 92/Jan
Salk, Jonas, 94/Jan

Seinfeld, Jerry, 92/Oct
Washington, Denzel, 93/Jan

Wayans, Keenen Ivory, 93/Jan

North Carolina

Chavis, Benjamin, 94/Jan

Dole, Elizabeth Hanford,

92/Jul
Ohio

Anderson, Terry, 92/Apr

Battle, Kathleen, 93/Jan

Dove, Rita, 94/Jan

Guisewite, Cathy, 93/Sep

Morrison, Toni, 94/Jan

Perry, Luke, 92/Jan

Rose, Pete, 92/Jan

Spielberg, Steven, 94/Jan

Steinem, Gloria, 92/Qct
Oklahoma

Brooks, Garth, 92/Oct

Duke, David, 92/Apr

Hill, Anita, 93/Jan
Ontario, Canada

Gretzky, Wayne, 92/Jan

Jennings, Peter, 92/Jul
Oregon

Groening, Matt, 92/Jan

Hooper, Geoff, 94/Jan
Oriente, Cuba

Castro, Fidel, 92/Jul
Palestine

Rabin, Yitzhak, 92/Qct
Pennsylvania

Anderson, Marian, 94/Jan

Cosby, Bill, 92/Jan

Duncan, Lois, 93/Sep

lacocca, Lee A., 92/Jan

Marino, Dan, 93/Apr
Poland

John Paul 11, 92/Oct
Puerto Rico

Novello, Antonia, 92/Apr
Quebec, Canada

Lemieux, Mario, 92/Jul
Queensland, Australia

Norman, Greg, 94/Jan
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El Quiche, Guatemala
Menchu, Rigoberta, 93{jJan
Russia
Asimov, Isaac, 92/Jul
Gorbachev, Mikhail, 92/Jan
Nureyev, Rudolf, 93/Apr
Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr
South Africa
Mandela, Nelson, 92{Jan
South Carolina

Edelman, Marian Wright, 93/Apr

Gillespie, Dizzy, 93/Apr
Spain

Ochoa, Severo, 94/jan
Stavropol, Russia

Gorbachey, Mikhail, 92/}an
Tennessee

Doherty, Shannen, 92/Apr
Texas

Baker, James, 92/Oct

Cisneros, Henry, 93/Sep

O’Connor, Sandra Day, 92/jul

Perot, H. Ross, 92/Apr

Ryan, Nolan, 92/0Oct

Zmeskal, Kim, 94/Jan

Transkei, South Africa
Mandela, Nelson, 92/jan
USSR (Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics)
Asimov, lsaac, 92{Jul
Gorbachev, Mikhail, 92/Jan
Nureyev, Rudoif, 93/Apr
Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr
Utah
Arnold, Roseanne, 92/Qct
Young, Steve, 94/Jan
Virginia
Ashe, Arthur, 93/Sep
Washington, D.C.
Chung, Connie, 94/Jan
Gore, Al, 93/Jan
Watterson, Bill, 92/Jan
Washington state
Gates, Bill, 93/Apr
West Virginia
Myers, Walter Dean, 93/Jan
Yekaterinburg, Russia
Yeltsin, Boris, 92/Apr




Birthday Index

January

2
4

8
9

22

i 25
28
29

3

1

4
]
7
10
12
15
17

18
20

24
25

10
15
16
17
18
20

Asimov, Isaac (1920)
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds
(1933)

Hawking, Stephen W. (1942)

Menchu, Rigoberta (1959)
Chavis, Benjamin (1948)
Alley, Kirstie (1955)
Gretzky, Wayne (1961)
Winfrey, Oprah (1954)
Gilbert, Sara (1975)
Ryan, Nolan (1947)

February

Spinelli, Jerry (1941)
Yeltsin, Boris (1931}
Parks, Rosa (1913)
Zmeskal, Kim (1976)
Brooks, Garth (1962}
Norman, Greg (1955)
Blume, Judy (1938)
Groening, Matt (1954)
Anderson, Marian (1897)
Jordan, Michael (1963)
Morrison, Toni (1931)
Barkley, Charles (1963)
Crawford, Cindy (1966)
Jobs, Steven (1955)
Voigt, Cynthia (1942)

March

Rabin, Yitzhak (1922)

Gorbachev, Mikhail (1931)

Seuss, Dr. (1904)
Hooper, Geoff (1979)

Joyner-Kersee, Jackie (1962)

Guy, Jasmine (1964)

Ginsburg, Ruth Bader (1933)

O’'Neal, Shaquille (1972)
Nureyev, Rudolf (1938)
Queen Latifah (1970)
Lee, Spike (1957)

March continued

25
26

30
3

Steinem, Gloria (1934)
O’'Connor, Sandra Day
(1930)

Hammer (1933)
Chavez, Cesar (1927)
Gore, Al (1948)

April

2
4
5
12
14
18
28

29

Carvey, Dana (1955)
Angelou, Maya (1928)
Powell, Colin (1937)
Doherty, Shannen (1971)
Rose, Pete (1941)

Hart, Melissa Joan (1976)
Baker, James (1930}
Duncan, Lois (1934)
Hussein, Saddam (1937)
Leno, Jay (1950)

Agassi, Andre (1970)
Seinfeld, Jerry (1954)

May

9
18
21
26

Bergen, Candice (1946)
Inhin Paul 1I (1920)
Robinson, Mary (1944)
Ride, Sally (1951)

June

4
8

11
12
14
16
18
19
21
23

Kistler, Darci (1964)
Bush, Barbara (1925}
Edelman, Marian Wright
(1939)

Wayans, Keenen Ivory (1958)

Cousteau, Jacques (1910)
Bush, George (1924)

Graf, Steffi (1969)
McClintock, Barbara (1902)
Van Allsburg, Chris (1949)
Abdul, Paula (1962)
Breathed, Berke (1957)
Thomas, Clarence (1948)
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June continued September
27 Babbitt, Bruce (1938) 1 Estefan, Gloria (1958)

Perot, H. Ross (1930)

July

Diana, Princess of Wales
(1961)

Duke, David (1950)
McCully, Emily Arnold (1939)
Marshall, Thurgood (1908)
Watterson, Biil (1958)
Ashe, Arthur (1943)
Cisneros, Henry (1947)
Cosby, Bill (1937)
Yamaguchi, Kristi (1972)
Stewart, Patrick (1940)
Mandela, Nelson (1918)
Reng, Janet (1938)
Villiams, Robin (1952)
Dole, Elizabeth Hanford
(1936)

Jennings, Peter (1938)
Hill, Anita (1956)

August

Haley, Alex (1921)
Hogan, Hulk (1953)
Martin, Ann M. (1955)
Myers, Walter Dean (1937)
Battle, Kathleen (1948)
Castro, Fidel (1927)
Johnson, Magic (1959)
Clinton, Bill (1946)
Chung, Connie (1946)
Schwarzkopf, H. Norman
(1934)

Novello, Antonia (1944)
Burke, Christopher (1965)
Culkin, Macaulay (1980)
Dove, Rita (1952)
Priestley, Jason (1969)
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5
15
2]
24
25
27

Guisewite, Cathy (1950)
Marino, Dan (1961)
Fielder, Cecil (1963)
Ochoa, Severo (19035)
Pippen, Scottie (1965)
Handford, Martin (1956)

QOctober

3
5
7
11

13
15
17
18

2]
26

27
28

29
31

Winfield, Dave (1951)
Lemieux, Mario (1965)
Ma, Yo-Yo (1955)

Perry, Luke (19647)
Young. Steve (1961)
Rice, Jerry (1962)
facocca, Lee A. (1924)
Jemison, Mae (1956)
Marsalis, Wynton (1961)
Navratilova, Martina (1956)
Gillespie, Dizzy (1956)
Clinton, Hillary Rodham
(1947)

Anderson, Terry (1947)
Gates, Bill (1955)

Salk, Jonas (1914)

Ryder, Winona (1971)
Pauley, Jane (1950)

November

2

3
14
17
26
29
30

lang, k.d. (1961)

Arnold, Roseanne (1952)
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros (1922)
Fuentes, Daisy (1966)

Pine, Elizabeth Michele (1975}
LEngle, Madeleine (1918)
Jackson, Bo (1962)

December

7
12
18
23
28

Bird, Larry (1956)

Bialik, Mayim (1975)
Spielberg, Steven (1947)
Avi (1937)

Washington, Denzel (1954)
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People to Appear in Future Issues

Actors
Trini Alvarado
Dan Aykroyd
Valerie Bertinelli
Lisa Bonet
Matthew Broderick
Candice Cameron
John Candy
Cher
Kevin Costner
Tom Cruise
Jamie Lee Curtis
Ted Danson
Tommy Davidson
Geena Davis
Matt Dillon
Michael Douglas
Larry Fishburne
Harrison Ford
Jody Foster
Michael ). Fox
Richard Gere
Tracey Gold
Whoopi Goldberg
Graham Greene
Melanie Griffith
Tom Hanks
Mark Flarmon
Michael Keaton
Val Kilmer
Angela Lansbury
Christopher Lloyd
Marlee Matlin
Bette Midler
Alyssa Milano
Demi Moore
Rick Moranis
Eddie Murphy
Bill Murray
Leonard Nimoy
Ashley Olsen
Mary Kate Olsen
Sean Penn
River Phoenix
Keanu Reeves
Julia Roberts
Bob Saget
Fred Savage
Armold
Schwarzenegger
William Shatner
Christian Slater
Will Smith
Jimmy Smils
Sylvester Stallone

John Travolta
Damon Wayans
Bruce Willis
B.D. Wong

Artists
Mitsumasa Anno
Graeme Base
Maya Ying Lin

Astronauts
Neil Armstrong

Authors

fean M. Auel
Lynn Banks
John Christopher
Arthur C. Clarke
Beverly Clearv
John Colville
Robert Cormier
Roald Dahl (obit)
Paula Danziger
Paula Fox

Jamie Gilson
Rosa Guy

Nat Hentoff
James Herriot
5.E. Hinton
Stephen King
Norma Klein
E.L. Konigsburg
Lois Lowry
David Macaulay
Stephen Manes
Norma Fox Mazer
Anne McCaffrey
Gloria D. Miklowitz
Joan Lowery Nixon
Marsha Norman  ~
Robert O'Brien
Francine Pascal
Gary Paulsen
Christopher Pike
Daniel Pinkwater
Amn Rice

Louis Sachar
Carl Sagan

].D. Salinger
John Saul
Maurice Sendak
Shel Silverstein
R.L. Stine

Amy Tan

Alice Walker

Jane Yolen
Roger Zelazny
Paul Zindel

Business
Minoru Arakawa
Michael Eisner
William Ford, Jr.
Anita Roddick
Donald Trump
Ted Turner

Cartoonists
Lynda Barry

Roz Chast

Jim Davis

Greg Evans
Nicole Hollander
Gary Larson
Charles Schulz
Art Spiegelman
Garry Trudeau

Comedians
Tim Allen
Dan Aykroyd
Steve Martin
Eddie Murphy
Bill Murray

Dancers
Debbie Allen
Mikhail
Baryshnikov
Suzanne Farrell
Gregory Hines
Gelsey Kirkland
Twyla Tharp
Tommy Tune

Directors!
Producers
Woody Allen
Steven Bocho
Ken Burns
Francis Ford
Coppola
John Hughes
George Lucas
Penny Marshall
Leonard Nimoy
Rob Reiner
John Singleton
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Environmentalists/
Animal Rights
Marjory Stoneman

Douglas
Kathryn Fuller
Lois Gibbs
Wangari Maathai
Linda Maraniss
Ingrid Newkirk
Pat Potter

Journalists

Ed Bradley
Tom Brokaw
Dan Rather
Nina Totenberg
Mike Wallace
Bob Woodward

Musicians
Another Bad Creation
Joshua Bell
George Benson
Black Box

Edie Brickell
Boyz 11 Men
Jamies Brown

C & C Music Factory
Mariah Carey
Ray Charles
Chayanne

Kurt Cobain
Natalie Cole
Cowboy Junkies
Billy Ray Cyrus
Def Leppard
Gerardo

Guns N’ Roses
Whitney Houston
ice Cube

India

Janet Jackson
Jermaine Jackson
Michael Jackson
Kitaro

Kris Kross
KRS-One
Andrew Lloyd Webber
Courtney Love
Madonna

Marky Mark
Branford Marsalis
Paul McCartney
Midori

NWA.
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People to Appear in Future Issues

Sinead O"Connor

Teddy Pendergrass

itzhak Perlman

Prince

Public Enemy

Raffi

Bonnie Raitt

Red Hot Chili
Peppers

Lou Reed

R.EM.

Kerny Rogers

Axl Rose

Run-DM.C.

Carly Simon

Paul Simon .

Michelle Shocked

Will Smith

Sting

TLC

Randy Travis

2 Live Crew

Vanilla Ice

Stevie Wonder

Politics!

World Leaders
Yasir Arafat
Les Aspin
Lloyd Bentson
Benazir Bhuttio
Jesse Brown
Ronald Brown
Pat Buchanan
Jimmy Carter
Violeta Barrios

de Chamorro
Shirley Chisolm
Warren Christopher
Edith Cresson
Mario Cuomo
EW. de Klerk
Rubert Dole
Mike Espy
Louis Farrakhan
Alan Greenspan
Vaclav Havel
Jesse Jackson
Jack Kemp
Bob Kerrey
Coretta Scolt King
John Major
Wilma Mankiller
Imelda Marcos
Slobodan Milosevic
Manuel Noriega
Hazel O'Leary
Major Owens
Leon Panetta
Federico Pena
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Robert Reich

Ann Richards
Richard Riley
Phytlis Schlafly
Pat Schroeder
Donna Shalala
Aung San Suu Kyi
Desmond Tutu
Lech Walesa

Royalty

Charles, Prince of
Wales

Duchess of York
(Sarah Ferguson)

Queen Noor

Scientists

Sallie Baliunas
Avis Cohen
Dunna Cox
Stephen Jay Gould
Mimi Koehl
Deborah Letoumneau
Philippa Marrack
Helen Quinn

Carl Sagan
Barbara Smuts
Flossie Wong-Staal
Aslihan Yener
Adrienne Zihlman

Sports

Jim Abbott
Muhammad Ali
Sparky Anderson
Michael Andretti
Boris Becker
Bobby Bonilla
Jose Canseco
Jennifer Capriati
Michael Chang
Roger Clemens
Randall Cunningham
Eric Davis

Clyde Drexler
John Elway
Chris Evert
Sergei Fedorov
George Foreman
Zina Garrison

Florence Griffith-Joyner

Rickey Henderson
Evander Holyfield
Desmond Howard
Brett Hull

Raghib Ismail

Jim Kelly

Petr Klima

Bernie Kozar
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Greg LeMond
Carl Lewis
Mickey Mantle
Willy Mays

Joe Montana
Jack Nicklaus

Joe Paterno
Kirby Puckett
Matk Rippin
David Robinson
John Salley
Barry Sanders
Monica Seles
Daryl Strawberry
Danny Sullivan
Vinnie Testaverde
Isiah Thomas
Mike Tyson
Steve Yzerman

Television
Personalities
Downtown Julie

Brown
Andre Brown

(Dr. Dre)
Phil Donahue
Linda Ellerbee
Arsenio Hall
David Letterman
Joan Lunden
Dennis Miller
Jane Pratt
Martha Quinn
Diane Sawyer
Tabitha Soren

Other

Johnnetta Cole
Jaimie Escalante
Jack Kevorkian
Wendy Kopp
Sister Irene Krauy
Mother Theresa
Eli Weisel

Jeanne White
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ikatlan Anderson . .. singer Qeoft Hooper ... . .. spelling
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Preface

Biogmphy Today is a magazine designed and written for the young reader—
aged 9 and above—and covers individuals librarians and teachers tell us
young people want to know about most: entertainers, athletes, writers,
illustrators, cartoonists, and political leaders.

In its first year (Volume 1, 1992), Biogrmphy Today was published four times.
Beginning with Volume 2, 1993, Biography Today will be published three
times a year, in January, Aprii, and September. We have made this change
to adapt our publishing schedule more closely to the school year. Despite
this change in frequency, the total number of pages will not change. We
had initially planned to produce fous issues of approximately 100 pages
each; now we plan three issues of 150 pages each, with a hardbound
cumulation of approximately 400 pages.

The Plan of the Work

The publication was especially created to appeal to young readers in a
format they can enjoy reading and readily understand. Each issue con-
tains approximately 20 sketches arranged alphabetically. Each eniry pro-
- vides at least one picture of the individual profiled, and bold-faced rubrics
lead the reader to information on birth, youth, early memories, educa-
tion, first jobs, marriage and family, career highlights, memorable
experiences, hobbies, and honors and awards. Each of the entries ends
with a list of easily accessible sources designed to I2ad the student to fur-
ther reading on the individual and a current address. Obituary entries
are also included, written to provide a perspective on an individual’s
entire career. Obituaries are clearly marked in both the table of centents
and at the beginning of the entry.

Biographies are orepared by Omni editors after extensive research, utilizing
the mcst current materials available. Those snurces that are generally
available to students appear in the list of further reading at the end of
the sketch.

Mew Feature—Brief Entries

Beginning with Volume 3, Biography Today will include Brief Entries of
approximately two pages each. In some cases, these will cover people who
are just coming to the attention of our readers, but haven't yet received
a good deal of media coverage, so little research is available on them.
Examples of people profiled in Brief Entries in this issue include scientist
and writer Lewis Thomas and Heisman trophy winner Charlie Ward. All
Brief Entries are clearly marked in the table of contents and at the
beginning of the entry.

Indexes

To provide easy access to entries, each issue of Biography Today contains
a Name Index, a General Index covering occupalions, organizations, and
ethnic and minority origins, a Places of Birth Index, and a Birthday

Y
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Index. These indexes cumulate with each succeecing issue. The three
yearly issues are cumulated annually and are available in a hardbound
volume, with cumulative indexes,

Our Advisors

This magazine was reviewed by an Advisory Board comprised of librarians,
children’s literature specialists, and reading instructors so that we could
make sure that the concept of this publication—to provid= a readable and
accessible biographical magazine for young readers—was on target. They
evaluated the title as it developed, and theirr suggestions have proved
invaluable. Any errors, however, are ours alone. Weld like to list the
Advisory Board members, and to thank them for their efforts.

Sandra Arden Assistant Director, Retired
Troy Public Library
Troy, MI

Gail Beaver Ann Arbor Huron High School Library and
the University of Michigan School of
Information and Library Studies
Ann Arbor, MI

Marilyn Bethel Pompano Beach Branch Library
Pompano Beach, FL

Eileen Butterfield Waterford Public Library
Waterford, CT

Linda Carpino Detroit Public Library
Detroit, MI

Helen Gregory Grosse Pointe Public Library
Grosse Pointe, M]

Jane Klasing Scnool Board of Broward County
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Marlene Lee Broward County Public Library Systein
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Judy Liskov Waterford Public Library
Waterford, CT

Sylvia Mavrogenes  Miami-Dade Public Library System
Miami, FL

Carole ]. McCollough Wayne State University School of Library Science
Detroit, MI

Deborah Rutter Russell Library
Middletown, CT

Barbara Sawyer Groton Public Library and Information Center
Groton, CT

Renee Schwartz School Board of Broward County
Fort Lauderdale, FL
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Lee Sprince Broward West Regional Library
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Susan Stewart Birney Middle School Reading Laboratory
Southfield, MI

Ethel Stoloff Retired Librarian, Birney Middle School
Southfield, MI

Our Advisory Board stressed to us that we should not shy away from con-
troversial or unconventional people in our profiles, and we have tried to
follow their advice. The Advisory Board also mentioned that the sketches
might be useful in reluctant reader and adult literacy programs, and we
would value any comments librarians and teachers might have about the
suitability of our magazine for those purposes.

Two New Series

In response to the growing number of suggestions from our readers, we
have decided to expand the Biography Today family of publications.
Biography Today Author Series, to be published in 1994, will be a 200-page
hardbound volume covering 20 authors of interest to the reader aged 9
and above. The length and format of the entries will be like those found
in the regular issues of Biography Today, but there will be no duplication
between the two publications.

Kings, Queens, and Leaders of Africn will be the first volume published in
the new Leaders of the World Series. This 200-page hardbound volume, ready
in 1994, will cover between 30 and 40 leaders of Africa and will feature
historical as well as modern figures. The biographical entries will be similar
in format and content to those found in Biography Today. Please see the
bind-in card for order information.

Your Comments Are Welcome

Our goal is to be accurate and up-to-date, to give young readers infor-
mation they can learn from and enjoy. Now we want to know what you
think, Take a look at this issue of Biography Today, on approval. Write or
call me with your comments. We want to provide an excellent source of
biographical information for young people. Let us know how you think
we're doing.

And here’s a special incentive: review our list of people to appear in up-
coming issues. Use the bind-in card to list other people you want to see
in Biogmphy Today. If we include someone you suggest, your library wins
a free issue, with our thanks. Please see the bind-in card for details.

And take a look at the next page, where we've listed those libraries and
individuals that will be receiving a free copy of this issue for their
suggestions.

Laurie Harris
Editor, Biography Today
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to the following individuals and libraries, who are receiving
a free copy of Biography Today, Vol. 3, No. 2, for suggesting people who

appear in this issue:

Brownsburg Public Library
Brownsburg, IN
Nancy Gwin

Central Junior High School Library

Sand Springs, OK
Sherry Chesbro

Charlene Chan
Scarsdale, NY

East Liberty Branch Library
Pittsburgh, PA
Amy G. Korman

Edmunds Middle Schoo!
Burlington, VT
jan Hughes

Fairview Elementary School
Milwaukee, WI
Dana Reinoos

First Colony Middle School
Sugar Land, TX
G. Jones
K. Penrod

Hillcrest Elementary
Holland, PA
Terri Napierkowski

North Miami Beach Library
North Miami Beach, FL
Sylvia Freireich

Pattengill Middle School
Lansing, MI
J. M. Force

River Valley Middle School
Jeffersonville, IN
Eden K!J.hlenschmidt

5t. Benedict Joseph Labre
School Library
Queens, NY
Patricia Singh

Saratoga Public Library
Saratoga, NY
Rebecca O'Dunne

Stevenson Elementary
Southfield, Ml
Chris Jackson

Rose Talbert
Laytonville, CA

University City Public Library
University City, MO
Marityn Phillips
Watertown Public Library

Watertown, WI
Kelly Raatz

Wayland Free Public Library
Wayland, MA
C. Behr

Wiley Elementary School
Hutchinson, KS
Tyler Gates

Wyndcroft School
Pottstown, PA
Jeanne M. Havrilla




Tim Allen 1953-
American Comedian and Actor
Star of the Hit TV Series “Home Improvement”

BIRTH

Timothy Allen Dick, now known professionally as Tim Allen, was
born on June 13, 1953, in Denver, Colorado. His father, Gerald,
was a real estate salesman, while his mother, Martha, was a
homemaker caring for a large family. Tim was the third of their
six children. It was his mother who first taught him about being
a man: when she would get frustrated taking care of the boys,
Tim claims, “she'd insist that men were only good for two things—
lawn care and vehicle maintenance’”
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YOUTH

Tim's early years were uneventful, spent hanging out with his father and
brothers in the tool department at Sears. All that changed in November
1964, when Tim was eleven. The whole family piled into the car to attend
a University of Colorado football game, but for once, Tim decided not to
go along. A drunk driver hit them, crushing the driver’s side of the car.
His father was killed. If Allen had been sitting in his usual seat, up in
front between his parents, he would have been killed as well.

It was a tough time for the family, and they all relied on one another for
support. After two years, his mother married her high school boyfriend,
and Tim gained a stepfather. It was a big adjustment, at first. “My step-
father came in when I was at that obstinate stage,” Allen now says. “We
had problems getting on the right track!” Eventually, though, things
worked out, and Allen now says, “He's been a terrific father”

In 1967, the new blended family, with seven boys and two girls, moved
to Birmingham, Michigan, an affluent suburb of Detroit. His interests from
that time come as no great surprise to his fans today: he loved all types
of cars and trucks, goofing off at school, and shop class. “I loved making
stuff and the smell of those places, but I hated the teachers,” he once told
People magazine. “If there was no opportunity for me to be a smart ass,
then I wouldn’t be happy.”

EDUCATION

Voted “Class Clown” in his senior year, Allen graduated in 1971 from
Seaholm High School in Birmingham, Michigan. He went on to college,
first at Central Michigan University in Mount Pleasant and then at Western
Michigan University in Kalamazoo. To earn spending money, Allen and
a friend began to sell small amounts of drugs—a decision that he now
calls “really stupid” and one that soon got him in a ot of trot hle. In 1976,
Allen graduated from Western Michigan University with a B.S. degree in
communications.

SELLING DRUGS—AND GETTING CAUGHT

After graduation, Allen stayed in Kalamazoo and continued selling drugs,
adding cocaine to his inventory. As he now says, "I didn’t have any idea
what T was going to do with my life, and the money was right. I was
floundering, actually. That's how I got into trouble. By 1979 I was getting
very worried about where | was going.”

He had good reason to worry. That same year, Allen and 20 others were
caught in an undercover sting operation at a Kalamazoo airport. He was
arrested, charged with possession and distribution of narcotics, and
thrown in jail. After 60 days in a holding cell at the county jail, Allen
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TIM ALLEN

pleaded guilty at his arraignment and was then released on his own
recognizance to await sentencing. He returned home to wait, working at
a sporting goods store and hanging out at a local comedy club. One
amateur night, on a dare from a friend, he got up the courage to g0 on
stage and tell a few jokes. He was hooked, telling the club owner, “I want
to do this the rest of my life”

PRISON

First, though, came the little matter of his prison term. In November 1980,
Allen was sentenced to seven-and-a-half years at Sandstone Federal Cor-
rectional Institution in northern Minnesota, a minimum security prison.
He was shocked—he had hoped to receive a shorter sentence because he
was a first-time offender and a college graduate. Still, he was a model
prisoner. He took classes, attended a rehabilitation program (even though
he wasn’t using drugs any more), and worked hard to maintain a positive
attitude, to plan for the future, and to avoid becoming angry like so many
of the other prisoners. He also quickly learned to use humor to defuse
some tough situations: “Humor was the only defense [ had” With time
off for good behavior, he served a total of 28 months. He left prison deter-
mined to clean up his life: “Being in a penitentiary realigned everything.
Sometimes you have to hit bottom to know where to go.”

CHOOSING A CAREER

Where Allen went next was back home to Detroit, working first at a
sporting goods store and then at an advertising agency from 1983 to 1984.
At the same time he started appearing in comedy clubs and in commer-
cials for Ford, Chevrolet, Kmart, and others, soon getting enough work
to quit his advertising job. He has, to date, written, produced, or acted
in more than 500 commercials. Allen spent the next decade developing
a successful routine as a stand-up comedian, living on the road and
traveling to different clubs on the comedy circuit.

It was at one such club, in Akron, Ohio, that Allen had the inspiration
that has made him famous. At that time, much of his routine was based
on jokes about prison. But one night, Allen was bombing on stage, so
he started to improvise. “I was in Akron, Ohio, and the Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Company was having a man'’s night at a comedy club. And
they wouldn't listen to me because they were eating. So [ said, ‘Let's get
in the garage, guys! And I started this run about tools and pliers and dado-
head cutting. And they just went "Yaaah! and listened to me” They not
only listened, they loved it; and Allen went to work on a new routine.

As Allen explains, his comedy then and now “celebrates what's cool about
guys”—but without insulting or degrading women. “I have a very feminist
upbringing, and | wish there was a thing called ‘masculinist’ I'm
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starting the movement. It’s a celebration of men's stuff: Gunk, gaskets,
Lava soap, aluminum boats, bass fishing, big V-8s, blowing your nose with
your thumb over a nostril . . : men’s stuff. It doesn’t represent anything
anti-woman, it's just things women would never, ever think of doing or
enjoying. And these things make women laugh, because they're just
hysterically stupid. They go, If this is all you want, go ahead” Men's stuff,
as Allen calls it, soon became the focus of his new routines—and
grunting, power tools, cars, and motors of all kinds featured prominent-
ly. He joked about rewiring things, like his grandfather’s hearing aid ("On
aclear night, he can pick up shuttle conversations”) and his grandmother’s
lift chair: “1 must admit, T misjudged Nana's weight a little on the first
shot,” Allen says. “I fired her 60, 62 knots. . . . She was grabbing doilies
as she went” :

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

It was that act that executives at Disney Studios caught in 19%), and they
were impressed. First they offered him the lead in a couple of other sit-
coms, which Allen refused. But when they developed the idea for “Home
Improvement,” based on the character he created for his own comedy
routine, Ailen was hooked.

The show went into development in early 1991 for ABC. But for a time
it seemed doomed before it even aired. A newspaper got hold of the story
about Allen's drug bust and imprisonment and planned to teil all.
Although Allen hadn't tried to keep it a secret, he also hadn’t made an
effort to inform the network executives or the show’s producers. Allen
told the TV brass and then went public with his story. His forthrightness
paid off. Impressed with his honesty, most people seemed to feel that
he had made a youthful mistake which he clearly regretted, had paid his
debt to society, and had earned a second chance.

“HOME IMPROVEMENT"’

That chance came in September 1991, when “Home Improvement” first
aired. Originally sandwiched into the Tuesday night lineup between “Full
House” and.”Roseanne,” the show was a hit from the start. It features
Alien as Tim “The Toolman” Taylor, the host of a local TV do-it-yourself
show. his wife Jill (Patricia Richardson), their three sons, Brad (Zachary
Ty Bryan), Randy (Jonathan Taylor Thomas), and Mark (Taran Smith), their
neighbor, Wilson (Earl Hindman), and their friend Al Borland (Richard
Karn), Tim's assistant on his cable TV show, “Tool Time.” For some viewers,
its classic family values are its greatest appeal, “a comedy where the father
is a hero,” according to executive producer Matt Williams, “a dad who has
a good relationship with his sons.” For others, its best feature is its depic-
tion of what it means to be a man in America today.

12
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TiM ALLEN

A celebration and parody of maleness, "Home Improvement” portrays
both the work life and home life of Tim Taylor, giving the audience a splen-
didly balanced view. At work, on his show “Tool Time,” Taylor is almost
a parody of the swaggering, macho male, grunting and calling for "More
power!” At home with his family, though, a different side emerges. Though
he tries to act cool and always in control, he is sometimes uncertain in
his relationships with his young sons and his good-humored, self-assured,
and well-grounded wife. And he is also obsessed with power tools,
although, unfortunately, Tim’s projects around the house often end badly,
with either a visit from the fire department or a trip to the hospital
emergency room. But throughout these adventures it is always clear that
this family loves and cherishes one other.

Allen’s genius as a comedian brings together a diverse audience to laugh
at his antics. “Home Improvement” has consistently demonstrated its
broad appeal to male, female, and younger viewers: kids watch it for the
silliness, while their parents enjoy the relationship between Jill and Tim.
The show did so well in the ratings that the network changed its time
slot in its second season, to be the anchor show for their Wednesday night
lineup. Even though it first aired opposite the critically acclaimed and
popular series “"Seinfeld,” it proved to be a phenomenal success. Since
its premiere, "Home Improvement” nas consistently ranked in the Top
10 hits, and it currently ranks

No. 1, the most watched show

in the country.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

Allen was married on April 7,
1984, to Laura Deibel, his col-
lege girlfriend. Throughout
the tough times earlier in his
life—being arrested, going to
prison, spending years on the
road trying to make it as a
comedian—Laura stood behind
him and supported him, and
Allen frequently expresses
gratitude, love, and bewilder-
ment at h¢r support. Accord-
ing to Laura, "We loved each
other. It was that simple.”
They have one daughter,
Kady, now age four.

The irony that Mr. Toolman
himself has a daughter and no
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sons is not 10st on him, When asked about it, Allen responded, “When
we did the ultrasound and they said ‘It's a little girl, I went, ‘Ohhh.’ I
actually made that sound. Like I'd opened the wrong Christmas present,
Three people in the room said, ‘What was that all about? My wife goes,
“what’s ohhh for?’ [ went, "Oh, [ was clearing my throat. Oh, look! A girl!
Dresses and parties and a friend to you! Look at that! I was very disap-
pointed. And now, of course, | feel guilty in front of God. This girl is so
much pleasure to me that it’s incredible. I go to other guys’ houses and
their little boys are . . . monsters. The difference is night and day. . . .
I keep thinking that she—any kid—could potentially ruin or rule the world.
What a responsibility. And there’s no manual”

The family has two homes. Until recently they lived in Beverly Hills,
Michigan, near Birmingham, where Allen grew up. Although they still
consider Michigan their true home, they have also purchased a house in
the San Fernando Valley in Southern California, where they live when
Tim is taping “Home Improvement.” What clinched the deal on their new
four-bedroom, 5,500 square foot house, according to Allen, was the
barbecue patio: “There’s a rotisserie, a fireplace, two grills, a sink, and
a meat locker. A meat locker. So you don’t have to walk four steps into
the kitchen. I loved that.”

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Untlike his alter ego Tim “The Toolman” Taylor, Tim Allen really is handy
at home repairs, including spending about ten years remodeling his house
in Michigan. But in other respects Allen is, in fact, quite similar to the
character he plays—he loves men’s stuff. Allen likes to read do-it-yourself
magazines like Popular Mechanics and to work on his collection of high
performance cars which, at last count, included a Ferrari, a couple of
Cadillacs, two Jeeps, and a big, souped-up GMC Typhoon truck that’s
perfect for hauling supplies for home projects. Lately he’s been working
on a high-powered 1993 Mustang with nearly 600 horsepower— “the more
hoisepower the better,” according to Allen. “As a kid, I used to go to auto
shows and look at prototype cars and wonder what it would be like to
build them. Now some of my dreams are coming true” His current TV
success, of course, has given him the financial means to make those
dreams come true and to buy all the toys he ever wanted, like his collec-
tion of high-tech audio and video equipment and his collection of power
tools. His tool shed alone contains nine with combustion motors: a big
John Deere tractor, a mulcher, a blower, a Rototiller, two weed whackers,
and three lawn mowers.

These days, of course, Allen doesn’t have much time for yard work. But
he does take every opportunity, whenever "Home Improvement” has a
break in filming, to do stand-up comedy shows. The comedy in his live

14

166"




TIM ALLEN

shows, according to reviewers, has a sharper edge than that on his TV
series, featuring a lot of explicit language and sexual innuendo that he
saves for an adult audience.

CREDITS

“Men Are Pigs,” 1990 (cable special)
“Home Improvement,” 1991- (TV series)
"Tim Allen Rewires America,” 1991 (cable special)

HONORS AND AWARDS

American Comedy Awards: 1989, Best Male Comic

ACE Award: 1990, for Best Performance in a Comedy Special in “Just
for Laughs: The Montreal International Comedy Festival” '

People’s Choice Awards: 1992, Favorite Male Performer in a New TV
Series; 1993, 1994 (2 awards), Favorite Male TV Performer

FURTHER READING
BOOKS

Who's Who in America, 1994
PERIODICALS

Ladies Home Journal, Feb. 1992, p46; Dec. 1992, p44; Dec. 1993, p.112
People, July 6, 1992, p.105

TV Guide, Nov. 9, 1991, p.8

US, Nov. 1991, p.65

USA Today, Aug. 16, 1991, p.D1

ADDRESS

Disney Studios

“"Home Improvement”

500 South Buena Vista Street
Burbank, CA 91521-2215




Bonnie Blair 1964-

American Speed Skater

Olympic Gold Medalist in 1988, 1992, and 1994
First American Woman to Win Five Olympic
Gold Medals

BIRTH

Bonnie Kathleen Blair was born March 18, 1964, in Cornwall, New
York. She is the youngest of six children born to Eleanor Blair,
a real estate agent, and Charlie Blair, a civil engineer. Bonnie's
sisters and brothers are Mary, Susie, Angela, Charlie Jr., and Rob.

The story of Bonnie’s birth is a favorite with her many fans: when
Eleanor went into labor, Charlie dropped her off at the hospital,
then went on to a local rink where the older children were com-
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BONNIE BLAIR

peting in a skating match and he was a timer. He thought he'd make it
back in time for Bonnie's birth, but several hours into the competition,
the following announcement was made: “Looks like the Blairs have
another skater”

YOUTH

Bonnie was born when the oldest sibling was 23 and the youngest was
seven. Eleanor Blair was 46 when she had Bonnie, and she used to cail

- her “my do-it-yourself grandchild” All the kids loved to skate, and four
of Bonni€’s five siblings were national speed skating champs. (Although
the older kids first tried figure skates, the Blairs all quickly declared their
love for speed over figure eights, and Bonnie has never been on a pair
of figure skates.)

The Blairs moved to Champaign, Illinois, when Bonnie was two so that
Charlie could take a job as a sales manager for a concrete company. That
samne vear Bonnie first took to the ice when her sisters shoved her little
feet—with baby shoes still on—into a pair of skates. “I can’t even remember
learning how to skate. It comes almost as naturally as walking,” says Blair.
She was competing by the age of four, and by the age of seven was racing
in the state championships.

Nearly every weekend the Blair kids would pile into the family station
wagon and go to meets. Bonnie would go, too, arid sometimes would nap
right through her race. For years Bonnie participated in what is called
“pack” skating: a group of skaters starts together, battling for the inside
pos.tion. Skating commentators think that this gave Bonnie an advantage
earty on in heir training and helped to develop her fierce competitiveness.
As a teenag:r, she began to race as they do in the Olympics, where athletes
7 " skate twe at a time, racing against the clock rather than each other.

®

EDUCATION

Bounie attended the public schools in Champaign, and while in high
school added track and gymnastics to her sporting activities. She
4 graduated fror: Centennial High School in Champaign, but not in the
traditional fashion. Due to the demands of her sport, she completed the
work required for her diploma through correspondence courses whiie
traveling the international speed skating circuit.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

. One of the benefits of growing up in Champaigr: was .ie chance to train
and compete in an area where speed skating was an important sport.
Blair’s first coach was Cathy Priestner Faminew, a former silver medalist
with the Canadian Qlympic team. Under her direction, Blair developed
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into a powerful skater, particularly in what were to become her signature
events, the 500-meter and 1,000-meter races. In 1979, at the age of 15, she
tried out for the national team. She qualified for the Olympic trials that
year, where she was up against the best in the world: Beth Heiden and
Leah Poulos. Narrowly missing a spot on the 1980 Olympic team, Blair
set her sights on the next Olympics.

RAISING MONEY TO TRAIN

Faminow knew that Blair needed to go to Europ~ to race the World Cup
circuit to continue to improve and to have a shot at the 1984 Olympic team.
But that kind of training takes money. Blair’s father had just retired, so
her parents couldn’t help her. She found a main source of funding through
the Champaign Police Department, on whose softball team she had
pitched. They sponsored her for years, selling bumper stickers that read
“Bonnie Blair: Champaign Policemen’s Favorite Speeder.” Another impor-
tant early backer was Milwaukee Bucks’ star Jack Sikma, a coliege friend
of her brother Rob, who also helped Bonnie out financially.

1984 OLYMPICS

Blair made the 1984 U.S. Olympic team and went to Sarajevo, in what
was then Yugoslavia, for what would be her very first international com-
petition. “I was totally in awe at Sarajevo,” she recalls. “I'd sit in the
dining hall with [figure skater] Scott Hamilton a"d [skiers] the Mahre
brothers, Steve and Phil. My mouth would be on the ground.” She skated
well enough to finish eighth in the 500 meters. She learned in that com-
petition that even though she was smaller than the women who then
dominated the sport, she could beat them based on superior technique.
That was her strength, and she just got better and better. Her coach at
that time, Mike Crowe, said this about Blair: “If I were to do a textbook
on sprinting, she would be the model”

One of the realities of speed skating is the strenuous training program
it requires. At5’5” and 130 pounds, Blair is not as large as some competitors
in her sport, and she has worked for years to develop strength. In addi-
tion to hours on the ice, her workout includes bicycle riding, weight
lifting, roller skating, and “imitation,” exercises done in skating positions.
Blair is known for her low skating style znd swift, powerful stroke and
glide. In order to move rapidly on the ice, a speed skater must stay in
alow crouch position to avoid wind resistance. This is hard to do, because
as the body tires during a race, it is 1 natural reflex to want to rise up
to a standing position. That’s what the years of strength and endurance
training are for: to discipline the body to respond with a machine-like
regularity when the starting gun is fired. Throughout all the years of
training, Blair has insisted she skates for the sheer fun of it. “Skating has
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always been a pleasure and a joy. I love to go fast and create the wind.
It’s fun to set goals, reach goals, reset goals. 1 don't see any torture in this
at all”

By 1985 Blair was ranked second in the world in the 500. In the National
Sport Festival that year Blair placed first in individuzl events. She was
also a last-minute replacement in the men’s 5,000 meter relay. She won
again, calling it a “blast.”

1988 OLYMPICS

At the 1988 Olympics in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, Blair won her first gold
medal, defeating her rival, East German skater Christa Rothenburger, by
002 of a second--101/2 inches—in the 500 meters, and breaking the world
record. Before the race, feeling a bit jittery, she ate a snack that has become -
part of her trademark—a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. It fueled her
to victory. “l think it was the happiest moment of my life;” she said. “When
they were playing the National Anthem, it was the second happiest.”

It was a moment shared by tbe entire family, who have become rather
famous themselves in accompanying Bonnie to her several Olympic
triumphs. Her sister had hung a sign in the stands that said “Go Baby
Bear” (based on Bonnie’s nickname) and the family cheered her onin Ler
next race, the 1,000 meters. She won a bronze medal, finishing behind
Rothenburger and Karin Kania, both of East Germany. She also raced in
the 1,50 meters, where she placed fourth. “I tried,” she said of the 1,500,
“and it was hard. I was tired right off the bat.”

The Blair clan also offered a positive moment in an Olympics whose
happiness was marred by the tragic death of the sister of Dan Jansen,
fellow U.S. speed skater and one of Bonnie’s close friends. jJansen had
fallen twice earlier in the week, after hearing of his sister’s death from
cancer. The Blairs have a special closeness to Jansen, for one of their family,
Rob, has battled cancer for years.

In the aftermath of the ‘88 Olympics, Blair became something of a celebrity
at home, although the attention was nothing compared to what she
received in Europe. In countries like Hoiland and Norway, speed skaters
are treated like stars. “It’s funny,” Blair says, “but I'm more likely to be
recognized on the street in Norway that I am in New York” Her Dutch
fans began a tradition of greeting her victories with a rousing chorus of
“My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean,” a tribute that has caught on wherever
she skates. In another anecdote loved by her fans, two Dutch skating
enthusiasts vacationing in the U.S. showed up on her parent’s doorstep
one day, hoping to catch a glimpse of Bonnie Blair's home. Her brother
let them in and gave them tea.

She also was invited to dinner at the White House. Then-Vice President
George Bush came up to her after dinner and said, “You know, I saw
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you just kind of looking around the room. Sometimes I do that same
exact thing. I just can’t believe I'm here, either”

In 1989, Blair began her college studies at Montana Technical University,
one of three locations in the U.S. with an oval speed-skating track. Also
in 1989, she became the first American in a decade to win the World Sprint
Championships. In that same year, she embarked on a new career as a
bicycle racer, joining the Sundance fuice Sparkler team. Because cycling
is a part of their training, several world-class speed skaters have com-
bined skating with cycling. In 1988 Christa Rothenburger of East Germany
became the first athlete to earn a medal in both the Summer and Winter
Olympics, as a cyclist and a skater. Blair raced on the cycling circuit for
one year, then concentrated solely on skating.

Blair's 1990 and 1991 seasons were disappointing; she was only able to
place fifth in the world rankings in her major events. Blair and Dan Jansen
began to call for a coaching change for the American team, and they got
it. Both began to train under Peter Mueller, a former Olympian, who
helped both skaters improve. Of Blair he said, “Bonnie is a killer. She gets
them down and keeps them there”

1992 OLYMPICS

Blair went into the 1992 Olympics in Albertville, France, as the favorite
in the 500 and 1,000 meter races, fresh from victories in both events at
the World Cup Championships. She raced to a gold medal in both
matches, becoming the first American woman to win a gold medal in con-
secutive Winter Clympics. Her family—now called “Team Blair” —cheered
her on, without her father, who had died of cancer in 1989. Bonnie
remembered her father during the races. After she won the 500, she said,
“This medal 1 definitely won for him.” “He knew I would go to the
Olympics before I would,” she told reporters at a press conference. I
always thought my father was crazy, but somehow he knew I'd get here.”

She raced in the 1,500 again and finished 21st, after Mueller signalled her
during the race to slow down when it became obvious that she couldn't
win. But her overall performance was enough to garner a number of
endorsements from companies like Visa, Xerox, Mizuno sportswear, Evian,
Mars candy, Kraft, and Jeep.

Blair changed coaches again in 1993, training under former U.S. speed
skating champ Nick Thometz, in preparation for her fourth and final
Olympics, held in Lillehammer, Norway, in 1994.

1994 OLYMPICS

Blair had determined that the 1994 Olympics would be her last, and she
went out in a blaze of glory. Just one month shy of her thirtieth birthday,
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Blair made sports history. In the words of New York Times columnist Jere
Longman, “She is as dependable as a light switch, flipping on her power
at every Winter Olympics, skating with such aggressiveness and impec-
cable technique that her victories have become devoid of suspense” It
might not have been suspenseful, but it was sweet. She won her fourth
gold medal on February 18, posting her third fastest time in the 500 meters.

Blair won her fifth and final gold medal in the 1,000 meters in an amazing
race. Her time was a full 1.38 seconds ahead of the second place finisher.
And with that fifth gold medal, Blair entered the record books again. She
became the first American woman to win five gold medals, outdistancing
swimmer Janet Evans, runner Evelyn Ashford, and diver Pat McCormick,
each of whom had earned four. She was also the first American to win
five gold medals in the Winter Olympics.

Knowing that these Olympics would be her last, Blair felt “almost sad”
when she heard the National Anthem the night of her victory in the 1,000.
As she listened, her eyes filled with tears, and she thought, “I'm never
going to hear the anthem like this again.” That chapter in her life was over.

FUTURE PLANS

Blair plans to retire after the 1995 World Championships, which will
take place in her current
hometown of Milwaukee. She
likes the idea of retiring after
racing at home. She plans to
finish college—she has taken
courses in physical education
and business, but she has not
completed her degree. She
hopes to stay involved with
skating in some way, maybe as
a speaker, fund raiser or
coach. "It is a sport I
thoroughly love. It has
brought me a lot of happiness,
and [ want to return that”

HOME AND FAMILY

Nearly everyone who has met
or interviewed Bonnie Blair
remarks on her warm per-
sonality and down-to-earth
nature. She isn't impressed
with herself or her accom-
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plishments. She lives in a condominium in Milwaukee, close to her sister
Angela. The two share a golden retriever. She and her boyfriend, U.s.
speed skater David Cruikshank, have been going together for several years,
although they have no definite plans to marry at this time. When reporters
at Lillehammer pressed her regarding gossip about a wedding date, she
joked that it was just “rumors started by my mother” Actually, Angela
had just announced her engagement, and with characteristic Blair humor
Bonnie said, “there are so many of us, maybe Mom got us confused.”’

HOBBIES AND OTHER INTERESTS

Blair is an avid water and snow skier, and also loves golf and softball.
She also likes to read Danielle Steele novels and enjoys watching “Seinfetd”
and "Home Improvement” on TV.

HONORS AND AWARDS

Olympic Speed Skating, 500 meters: 1988, gold medal; 1992, gold medal;
1994, gold medal

Olympic Speed Skating, 1,000 meters: 1988, bronze medal; 1992, gold
medal; 1994, gold medal

James E. Sullivan Award, as top amateur athlete in U.S.: 1993

World Cup Speed Skating, 500 meters: 1992, first place

World Cup Speed Skating, 1,000 meters: 1992, first place
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Ed Bradley 1941-
American Journalist

Coeditor of and Correspondent on
“60 Minutes”

BIRTH

Edward R. (Ed) Bradley was born June 22, 1941, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. He was the only child of Edward and Gladys
{(Gaston) Bradley, who separated when he was an infant,

YOUTH

After they split up, Gladys stayed in Philadclphia, while Edward
Senior moved to Detroit, where he owned a vending-machine
business and a small restaurant. As a boy, Ed Bradley lived with
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his mother in a tough Philadelphia neighborhood, spending part of every
summer with his father in Detroit. Both parents, he says, “worked twenty-
hour days at two jobs each. They had middle-class values, but no middle-
class money”” Neither father nor mother ever let him think that he could
not make a better life for himself. He was told again and again that he
could be anything he wanted to be, and hearing that challenge often
enough gave him reason to believe it—even though most black role models
of his boyhood experience wer