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A 3-year longitudinal survey of more than 8,000

Minnesota technical college students drawn from 34 campuses across
the state was commissioned by the chancellor of the Minnesota State
Board of Technical Colleges. The survey, begun in July 1992 and
conducted in multiple waves, achieved response rates of 65% to 70%
from younger students and their parents and from financially
independent students. Findings from the first year's student surveys
included the following: (1) the technical college student population
diversified substantially during the past 5 years, although the
socio-economic profile of technical college students differed

markedly from the traditional baccalaureate student profile;

(2) the

technical college student population was divided evenly between
dependent students still financially supported by their parents and

independent students;

(3) technical college students had a wide range

of employment experiences, from students with no labor force
experience to students with long careers with a single employer; (4)
of students with labor force experience, about half were no longer

working in their primary occupations;

(5) nearly all technical

college students shared the same educational goal of earning a formal
award, and the majority expected to accomplish this goal within 2

years;

(6) more than 85% attended technical college to improve their

employment situation, with 90% of those with prior work experience

planning to change occupations or employers;

(7) establishing an

educational goal was the single most important determinant of student

success;

(8) achieving student objectives depended critically on both
institutional and non—institutional support;

(9) a cross-section of

students representing both high achievers and students at risk
identified faculty and staff support as being critical in achieving
their goals; (10) approximately 62% of all exiting independent
students and 58% of all exiting dependent students completed their
educational goal, irrespective of students' social or demographic
characteristics; and (11) 68% of all exiting students anticipated

returning to a technical college in the future.
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