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item 1

Introduction

Valerie N. Podmore
Senior Research Officer, NZCER

Co-operatlon between educational institutions and families
is certainly topical in Austraha and New Zealand 1n 1994.
The United Nation's International Year of the Tamily ('YF) 1s an
appropriate time to 'ook at what educational research has
contributed to our understanding of the relationships
between schools and families, and families and learning.

This Best of set: Families & School 1s made up of items
from past 1ssues of set: Research Information for Teachers
which are enlightening to people working where education
and families connect. There are two new items. Pause,
Prompt, Praise seventeen years on, written by Jed Glynn
especially for this Best of set, and an item by Stuart
McNaughton about new research on reading to pre-school-
ers ut home

We have arranged the coilectiori into four topics

Families

The first group of items focuses on two matters families’
resources and configurations.

Children’s Use of the Resources Farailies Provide, by Gay
Ochiltree and Paul Amato describes links between children’s
competence, family rzlationships and stress, and financial
and other resources in the family There are implications for
the economic structuring of society, for education, and for
teachers.

In Poverty and Performance, Christine Wilson and Ann
Dupuis compare the family background of students from
three achievement groups at the same high school, and
make research based suggestions for teachers. These two
items confront some of the educationat problems that arise
from the inequitable distribution of resources among fami-
hes.

An item from Britain by Barbara Tizard, What foyce Learnt
From Her Mother, looks briefly at the different types of talk
and teaching used in a working class home and a nursery
school.

Ruth Webber's timely item addresses the topic of teaching
children who ¢« ne from reconstituted families. Increasingly,
children expericiice a vaniety ot family configurations, and
Step-families gives a clear outline of the complexities. Ruth
Webber's research suggests that teachers and schools have
an important role working with children and parents :n step-
family situations

Parents and Schools Co-operate

The second group of items 15 concerned with co-operation
between schools and parents

Transition to School" The Children’s Experience by Margery
Renwick, shows what children enjoy most and least when
they are settling into school Comments are included on the
experniences of chitdren from adigenous tamities in New
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Zealand and Austraha.

In The Too Hard Basket?, Cathy Wylie describes gaps
between parents’ and teachers’ expectations cf children. She
draws on her research, which followed 32 children durning
their first three years at school, {0 suggest ways that teachers
can reach parents and work on clesing these gaps

Jacqueline McGilp’s research, Parents Teaching in Schools,
presents parents as active participants in the teaching process
at school

Children’s Wellbeing

items 1n the third group have an explicit or underlying theme
cf children’s wellbeing. Most items in this section were
researched and written in Australia The diverse problems
addressed include sexual abuse of children, chronic iliness,
retention n school classes, and family violence There 1s a
positive emphasis on co-operation between homes and
schools to promote children’s wellbeing.

In Keeping Ourselves Safe, Freda Briggs examines
Austrahan and North American programmes, and a New
Zealand programme, for ‘personal safety’. This research
shows how teachers, in co-operation with parents, can work
with children from the age of five years upwards to make
thera less vulnerable to sexual molestation.

In Educational Strategies for Chrorically Il Students, paedi-
atncan Dr Kathernine Rowe and educational associates sum-
marise data on the recovery and school attendance of
children with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. They report on
ways to assist famihes with children at home with a tong-
term iilness and to help such children return t¢ schoot.

Dianna Kenny investigates a difterent probler. in Is More
of the Same Better? she presents research which challenges
the view that repeating a class at schoot benefits a child's
performance and socio-emotional wellbeing

In this section we are also including a New Zealand item
by John Church, Family violence Its Effects on Children and
Schools. This issue remains topical. The study shows a link
between parental discord and disturbed or violent behaviour
in fater l:fe tmplications for teachers are outhined

lLearning at Home

The fmal group of items has much information about reading
in the home This part of the collect:on s indirectly a timely
tnbute to the work of Dame Marne Clay, recipient of the
1994 inauqural award of ‘New Zealander of the Year’

The Pause, Promnt, Praise way of teacling reading ong-
nated in Auckland from theoretical work by Marie Clay in the
70s (Reading: The Patterning of Complex Behaviour,
Auckland. Heinemann, 1979) and further work by Stuart
McNaughton 1n the 80s (Reing Skiled The Socializations of
Learning to Read, London' Methuen, 1987) A new item by
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Ted Glynn, Fause Prompt Praise: Seventeen Years On explains
the well established method of helping families to help their
children progress in reading. Pause, Prompt, Praise continugs
to assist with remedial reading at home Ted Glynn’s team
recently developed an undated version and also a Maori lan-
Taage wery on used for peer witoring

Theowes onef substantial item m this section, Reading to Pre-
.cnoolers Models ot Tutoring by Stuart McNaughton,
describes three studies which observe famiiy members who
are involved in reading to young children These two impor-
tant new items dlustrate how learning at home takes place
within cultural and family contexts

Finally, a rather different item by Mallory Wober, TV and
Homework, outlines research from audience surveys in the

UK The information provided by a panel of children on their
expenences and views of doing homework to the accompa-
mirnent of television is relevant to parents and teachers.

Naturally, some important work on families is not inciuded
in this Best of set collection. All of the items here are
research-based, all but two were researched and written in
Australia or New Zealand, and they are concerned with fam-
lies and schools. We trust that the matenal inciuded will con-
tinue to'be of use to teachers and tamilies during the
International Year of the Family and in the future

Best of set: Families & School

Contents

1. Introduction to Best of set: Families & School
Val Podmore

The Contents and an outline of tha topics covered, and
thewr importance

Families

2. Children’s Use of the Resources Families Provide
Gay Ochiltree and Paul Amato

Some families provide more resources than cthers, but even
a few resources can be used well, or many resources used
poorly From set No 1, 1989.

3. Poverty and Performance
Christine Wilson and Ann Dupuis

Children from homes with little money do not always fail,

but 1t 15 usual Three groups in one high school are
compared Fiom set No 1, 1992

4. What Joyce Learnt From Her Mother
Barbara Tizard '
Talk at home may be very different from talk at school, and
be better teaching. Assumptions about potential from
school behaviour can be quite wrong From set No 2, 1985

5. Step-femilies
Ruth Webber

Austraban research with cheerful advice for parents and
teachers From set No 1, 1988

Parents and Schools Co-operate

6. Transition to Schoo!
Margery Renwick
Chilaren, parents and teachers ail regard school as a place
where you learn by doing reai work And children, though
Usudlly excited, also worty From set No 2, 1987

7. The Too Hard Basket?
Cathy Wylie

Listening to parents and teachers and then working on ways
to close the gap between their widely different
expectations From set No 1, 1994
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8. Parents Teaching in Schools
Jacqueline McGilp

Parents with particular skills taught them to children at

school Teachers' worries were unfounded. From set No 1,
199

Children’s Wellbeing

9. Keeping Ourselves Safe
Freda Briggs

A examination of Austratian and North American
programmes, and a New Zealand programme, for ‘personal
safety” From set No.2, 1991,

10. Educational Strategies for Chronically Ill Students
Dr Katherine Rowe; Patricia Fitzgerald,
Rhonda Higgins;, Gwenneth Anderson;
Mary MclLaughlin, Tessa Brewin

Practical measures to assist families of children at home, and

to helo them back to school after a long illness From set
No. 1,-1993.

11. Is More of the Same Better?
Dianna Kenny

Many anxious parents ask If their child should repeat a year
Against pepular opinion the long term effects are nil, and
the child 15 a year behind his or her peers From set No 2,
1991

12. Family Violence: its Effects on Children and Schools
John Church

Lessons for schoois and parents from a study of abused
mothers. From set No 2, 1985.

Learning at Home
13. Pause Prompt Praise: Seventeen Years On
Ted Glvnn

This very successful programme for parents to essist with
remedial reading at F.ome has been further researched,
again with encouraging resuits New item

14. Reading to Pre-schoolers: Models of Tutoring
Stuart McNaughton '
Observation of how different cultures read to children, and
why from set No 2, 1994

15. TV and Homework
Mallory Wober

Research from audience surveys in the UK From set No 2,
1391
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Children’s Use of the Resources
Families Provide

By Gay Ochiltree and Paul Amato

Institute of Family Studies, Melbourne

knowle Ige necessary to get along. Most children in fact

become pretty competent in both their own family
group and in larger social groups such as school. However,
some families manage to help their children to be competent
better than others. Perhaps there are ways to assist.

Of course there are some things that are unalterable, such
as the general level of health of family members, the family’s
cultural background, and quite often family income de-
pends on the country’s economy. In a large study of all the
things that affect how well children manage we came across
important family factors that can be changed.

Researchers have frequently been more concerned with
what adults say is good for children; we made the child’s
viewpoint our major focus. In articles available from the
Institute of Family Studies there are examinations of the
effect of family type and family conflict on children’s comn-
petence. How do family resources help or hinder?

IT IS IN THE FAMILY that children learn the skills and

Active Agents

Children are active agents in family processes: they are not
passive and merely moulded by the family. From infancy
they find they can have an effect on the environment, in-
cluding family members. Feelings of satisfaction lead to an
intrinsic motivation for competence, and so in satisfactory
circumstances, the child becomes more and more compe-
tent. Brewster Smith, who has written about the develop-

ment of competence, calls this a benign circle of socalisation.
However, where the environment is not responsive to the
child’s efforts, a sense of competence may not develop and
we have a vicious circle of socialisation.

To give an overal! picture of why children differ consider-
ably, both in the competence they are equipped with and
in their self-image of their own competence, we can draw
on the concept of resources for competence. (See Figure 1.)
On the left hand side are two lists of resources which are
part of the family environment. On the far left are the more
objective ‘given’ and relatively unalterable resources; the
items at the top are linked to society, the bottom ones are
just part of each family. All of the resources in this list are
largely beyond the direct control of the child; they are the
Structural Family Resources to which the child must adapt.
They have a direct effect, but much of their impact is

.mediated by family processes - the arrows on the figure

show this - into indirect effects.

In the second list are the more dynamic ard intangible
family resources. These include such things as the relation-
ships between children and parents and the presence or
absence of conflict in the family. These resources are change-
able and can be influenced by the child. It is thought that
these Family Processes and Interpersonal Resources di-
re<tly affect the child’s competence. This reciprocal relation-
ship between the child and the family environment is indi-
cated on the model by a circle. However, the true relation-

ship is more like a spiral of increasing or decreasing compe-
tence.

Figure 1. Rescurces for competence

Family Environment

Structured Family Resources Family processes and

Family income

Parents’” occupational status
Parents’ education

Parents’ ethnicity
Household density
Housing status
Neighbourhood quality
Number of parents
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Mother’s work status

Parents interest
Parental help
Parental time spent
Family togetherness

Interpersonal Resources
Mother-child relationship
Father-child relationship
Parents’ aspirations for child

The Active /
i Parents’ expectations for child /—\ Child »

Family tension and conflict

Measure of Competence
Reading
Benign
Interpreting || _ Self-Concept
or Re-interpreting P
\\/‘ Acting
Feeling
Vicious

Parents’ health

Everyday Skills

Residential stability
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In our study we used three measures which tap rather
different aspects of competence: reading ~ as reading is a
highly valued skill on which formal education is based:
self-esteem — to tap the child’s feelings about self; everyday
skills — using a check-list of 20 skills needed for taking care
of personal needs in everyday life. The arrows to and from
these measures in the figures reflect the effect of intrinsic
muotivation; the children’s level of competence depends on
both how they interpret what others do and think, and
how they see their own behaviour.

Some analysis of the data showed that both Structured
Family Resources and Family Processes and Interpersonal
Resources were related to children’s reading ability: high
levels in both pointed to high reading competence. Child-
ren’s self-esteem appeared to be more strongly related only
to Family Processes and Interpersonal Resources.

However, the child is an active user of resources, so it
was decided to attempt to discover how family processes
help a child translate resources into competence. We de-
cided to concentrate on children from families which were
either very high or very low in income, status, education,
housing, and so on - the relatively untouchable social facts.
Also we concentrated on children who were either very
high or very low in general competence.

Where structured resources are low, one might expect to
find children who are low in competence. Likewise, where
structured resources are high, highly competent children
might be expected to be the norm. Most interesting are
those anomalous cases where family resources are low, yet
children have achieved a high level of competence, or where
children come from families with high resources, yet are
below averagely competent.

Findings

1. High competence children generally came from families
where relationships were close and warm, while. low
competence children were more likely to come from
families where relationships were distant.

2. Low competence children frequently complained that
they did not have enough time with parents.or that
parents were uninterested in what they did. At secon-
dary level this concern was frequently expressed about
fathers who vsere seen as ‘workaholics’.

3. The parents of high competence children, in almost all
cases, held high educational and occupational aspira-
tions for their children, while the opposite was usuaily
true of low competence children.

High Resources

An example of a typical family from the high resource but
low competence group illustrates these trends. Amelia aged
16 lives with her parents and younger siblings. Her tather
earns a good income from his own business which often
requires weekend and evening work. Amelia’s mother de-
scribed her as ‘a bit moody, very quick tempered. She lacks
confidence, she’ll only go if you push her’. Her parents
often argued over the children, money, sex, chores, and
responsibilities.

Amelia described her mother as ‘easy to get along with’
but ‘she works too hard’. The fights between her parents
made her ‘feel uptight and {1] try to stop them because they
really scream and yell’. Amelia wished her father would
spend more time with her, but said he is ‘always busy with
his work’. Her description of her father revealed some am-
bivalence: ‘He gets mad easy - easy to get along with if
you don't get on the wrong side of him'.

Low Resources

1. Low competence children generally came from families
marked by multiple problems and sources of stress. The
chaotic, and demanding nature of family life appeared
to leave many of these parents ‘drained’ of time and
energy. As a result, parent-child relationships tended to
be distant and unrewarding.

2. High competence children, although coming from
families which frequently faced problems, often
economic, were nevertheless able 10 maintain a suppor-
tive, close relationship with at least one parent. Their
parents helped them with problems and school work.

3. A strong trend was apparent: the parents of high compe-
tence children had high aspirations and expectations for
their children.

A typical family which illustrates the low resource high
competence group was that of Jane, aged 16. Jane's family
is still adjusting to the separation of her parents a year ago.
The mother and children get along well. Until the separation
Jare liked her father best but now had more understanding
and affection for her mother. She said, ‘I can talk over
anything with her, except I don't like to talk about Dad to
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her . . . I talk about everything else with Mum'’. Jane felt
that both of her parents were interested in her, and she
was satisfied with the amount of time her mother spends
with her. Although Jane expressed a great deal of pain and
sorrow, at the separation of her parents, she appeared to
be coping well.

Although Jane's family, and others like it, were reiatively
impoverished in material terms they were still able to pro-
vide home environments invelving warmth, encourage-
ment, and general support. Children in these families, ai-
though disadvantaged in certain ways, were able to draw
upon these family resources when they were needed, and
appeared to be well on the way to becoming competent
adults. However, since they lacked economic resources it
is likely that the advent of some major problem (health,
accident, unemployment) could throw these families into
disequilibrium.

What Can Be Done To Help?

Increased economic support is necessary for all low resource
families. This would provide both the basic necessities and
some necessary extras such as books and outings *.qich
help develop child potential. It wouid also remove the stress
associated with economic uncertainty and in multiple prob-
lem farrilies might allow the rechannelling of time and
energy into the building up of social and emotional relation-
ships.

However, economic and material support alone is not
sufficient to facilitate the development of child competence
in families where interpersonal relationships are unsatisfac-
tory. This was clearest in the high resource families, such
as Amelia’s, where the children were low in competence.
These families, despite their general level of affluence, were
often marked by a pattern of distance and lack of warmth.
For many families rich or poor, the provision of increased
support and education for better family relationships could
be useful. Where and how can such help be given? Preven-
tative education, such as human relations education in
schools, and later on, preparation for marriage, is cne an-
swer, especially in the long term. However, in the short
term, some form of counselling or family therapy is neces-
sary if families seek help.

The large number of high resource but low competence
children who regretted the lack of interest and attention
shown by their fathers (usually due to long working hours)
highlights the importance of the role of the father! Highly

competent children from one-parent homes rarely expres-
sed this regret, and usually felt that their fathers were in-
terested in them even though they did not live in the house-
hold. Thus, the crucial factor seems to be the interest and
attention of the father, rather than his location.

Staggered or flexible working hours, the availability of
permanent part-time work for mothers and fathers, (with
eligibility to return to full-time work), in both the public
and private sector, could assist in parental responsibilities
being more equitably shared. At present there are some
moves in this direction in Australia. The current provisions
for equal opportunity may lead to a lessening of sex-role
stereotyping. By encouraging men to work in early child-
hood education, which is still largely the province of
women, the fathers of tomorrow can have a greater variety
of models of maie behaviour.

Finally, there are implications for education.

Children from low resource families can be helped di-
rectly through the provision of more pre-school and child
care facilities. In Australia such facilities are not equaily

available to all children and continue to be inadequately
funded.

Programs where teachers work together with parents,
especially where the parents are from all socio-economic
circumstances, are more likely to be effective in enhanc-
ing child competence than those which exclude parents;
an example of this is the British Harringey Project in
which parents learned to assist their children with read-
ing and writing.

1.

Teachers must avoid stereotyping children on the basis
of family type. In our study we found many of the most
competent children came from one-parent families.

What Competencies?

Which competencies do we want to develop in our children?
At present the national emphasis is on achievement and
competition. Should we, or could we, emphasise interper-
sonal skills, conce. for others and social responsibility? If
there is to be more money and effort put into developing
competence in children, what does the community get back
for its investment? Explicit in the notion of greater commu-
nity support for children there should be a clear expectation
of reciprocity. Children should not onl  be capable of caring
for their own needs but also develop concern for the needs
of others.

Jill Parry




Notes

Dr Gay Ochiltree is a Fellow of the Institute of Family Studies, 300
Queen St, Melbourne, Victoria 3000, Australia. Dr Paul Amato was a
Research Fellow at the Institute atthe time of the project described here.

Interviews were completed with 195 primary school children in Years
3 or 4 and aged 8 or 9. and 207 secondary school students aged 15 or
16 in Years 10 or 11 at secondary school. The children were randomly
~elected by family type from a representative sample of State, Indepen-
dent and Catholic schools throughout the state of Victoria. Approxi-
mately half the children had experienced the separation and divorce
of their parents, and a small number the death of a parent. Seventy-
three children in this group lived in stepfamilies. A parent, usually
the mother, was interviewed in each family, and the child was inter-
viewed on tape and the interview transcribed. The child was also
tested using the Everyday Skills Scale, a Cloze reading test and a Piers
Harris measure of self concept.
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POVERTY AND
PERFORMANCE

Introduction

ACK IN 1984 the effects of low wages were being

felt in New Zealand. There was a sharemarket

boom (against the trend), followed by a crash in

1987. Since then real wages have dropped and
benefits such as Unemployment, the Family Benefit and
Domestic Purposes Benefit hiave been cut. Costs which
used to be subsidised, such as daily transport, doctors vis-
its, prescriptions and school extras have increased. Being
unemployed is even more likely for the present generation
of school leavers than it was back in 1985 when the
research for this paper was undertaken.

For these reasons please consider, as you read, whether
any of our findings are out-of-date. Does poverty still
affect school performance? It did in 1985. The reasons
were not simple. They were bound up with life style,
expectations, tradition, as weil as dollars. In other reports
we have discussed the theoretical explanations involving
class and cultural capital which we believe help make
sense of the link between poverty and poor school perfor-
mance. In this article we will try to avoid these and let the
facts speak for themselves, particularly through the com-
ments of the participants in the research.

In the 70s it was suggested that cultural deprivation
caused underachievement at school; in particular that
children of poor families were brought up in such a way
that they learned to expect and to live in poverty. It was
called the cycle of deprivation and it was thought educa-
tion could break it. Major preschool programmes in the
USA had as one of their aims the eventual elimination of
poverty. It hasn’t worked. Afro-Americans and Hispanics
have not had their poverty lifted.

More radical thinkers have put forward different reasons
for the continuation of poverty. The rich run things their
way (they have the money to do it) and that includes keep-
ing the poor poor, keeping power in their own hands and
structuring an education system that has resulted in failure
for a significant number of economically deprived stu-
dents.

Again, you may find our discoveries confirm or deny
these theories.

Background to the research

he impetus for this research came from the observa-
tions of ore of the authors who was the home-room
teacher in a female, single-sex, urban high school. She per-
ceived that her home-room students were not necessarily
low-ability students although their achievement levels
might lcad one to think so. What did impress her was the

number of home-room students who came from very poor
families. From this point the authors set out to try to
understand the link they saw between poverty and poor
school achievement.

For the purposes of the study, three groups of students
were identified. The first group, Group A, were the twelve
home-room students. In the school where our research
took place the home-room situation catered for students
who were perceived as having special learning needs and
who would best respond to their needs being met by being
in a small class with the same teacher for the core subjects.

Two control groups, each also made up of twelve girls,
were then established in order to explore the issues of dif-
ferential achievement and family income levels. There
were two criteria for student selection to the two control
groups. The first was high achievement. The second was
parental occupation as an indicator of family income.
These groups we called:

Group B - high achievers, low income
Group C - high achievers, high income.

An interview programme was set up at school in which
interviews were carried out with the girls. Later, at their
homes, their mothers and a few fathers were also inter-
viewed.

The three groups

Group A (Home-room)

Fathers’ occupations included council labourer,
labourer/driver and, freezing worker. One quarter of the
fathers were unemployed. Two fathers were of higher
socio-economic status. However only five ol the twelve
girls actually lived with both birth parents.

Seven of the mothers were in paid employment, two full
time. Two were cleaners, three worked in shops, one
worked at home as a ticket writer and another did craft
work. One mother was a trainee playcentre supervisor
(unpaid). Three mothers were housewives. There was no
information available on one mother so the interview was
with the girl’s father with whom she lived.

On average the fathers of these girls had spent two years
at high school, while their mothers had been at high school
slightly longer Five parents had had no high school edu-
cation at all. Five girls lived in single parent familics. One
girl was Maori.

Group B (High achievers, low income)
This group was twelve high-achieving girls from
the top fifth form (Year 10) class.
Their fathers’ occupations included taxi driver, rubber
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worker, fitter and turner, watersider, and mechanic.

Nine mothers worked in paid employment outside the
home. Four were office workers, one a nurse, one-a
teacher, one a shop manageress and two were distributors.
Four of them worked fuii time. Three mothers were house-
wives.

The average time spent at high school by the fathers was
29 years. For the mothers it was 3.3 years. One girl was of
Chinese descent. Three girls lived in single parent families.

Group C (High achievers, high income)

This group was twelve high-achieving girls whose fathers
were well paid. Three were in education, three were civil
servants, one a scientist, and five were in business.

The mothers of four of these girls were teachers, onc a
hostel matron, one a nurse, two office workers, and three
housewives. '

The fathers of these giris had spent an average of 3.5
years at high school. Three had university degrees. Their
mothers had spent an average of just over three years at
high school. One mother had a university degree.

Two girls lived in single parent families. One girl was
Maori.

Group A

Family income

Many of the girls lived in homes where the weekly income
fell well below that of the average ordinary weekly earn-
ings of all New Zealanders which in August, 1985,
amounted to $311. .

Five homes were supported solely by Domestic
Purposes, Unemployment or Sickness Benefits, hringing in,
for a solo parent with one child, $182. For a married cou-
ple with one child it was $198. In five of the seven homes
where one or both parents were in paid employment, their
total weekly earnings were also well below the average for
New Zealanders. Thus two-thirds of this group lived in
relative poverty.

To a large extent the material circumstances of parents
determine the life chances of children. It is quickly calcu-
lated from public data that those children who live in
poverty are those least likely to succeed within the school
system. Low family income and high drop-out rates go
together.

As an illustration of poverty here is what we found
when we visited Tracy’s mother. Tracy is the eldest of five
children whose ages range from a few months to fifteen
years. Tracy’s stepfather works as a council labourer. The
current award wage for this type of work was approxi-
mately $240 take-home pay per week. In addition the fam-
ily receives Family Benefit and Family Care. Tracy’s
mother supplements the family income by working part-
time as a cleaner. This is made possible by Tracy assuming
her mother’s role in the household, taking care of the four
younger children, preparing the evening meal and carrying
out other domestic tasks. The family have just bought a
house but with mortgage commitments, expenses associ-
ated with home ownership and other domestic outgoings
there is no money left to carpet and furnish their home.
Paths and fences have yet to be completed. Landscaping is
out of the question. The family car is old and in need of
repair. It does not have a warrant of fitness so is not driven
beyond the immediate neighbourhood.

Poverty imposes limits. We believe there are strong links
between financial hardship in the home and underachieve-
ment at school. All but three girls in this group lived in
areas of relative disadvantage or need (identified by the
Departinent of Health as areas with a lack of community
and cultural facilities). In general the standard of housing
-ras poor, lacking space and privacy. Most of the girls

shared a bedroom and there was no quiet place for them to
do homework.

Poverty also meant that the lives of the girls were home
bound. Lack of money restricted involvement in any activ-
ities outside the home that required money. For example:
uniforms, equipment or payment for lessons. Half of the
girls’ families had no car, therefore activities that required a
car were out of the question.

Home life

At home, with few exceptions, the girls were relied on to
perform a variety of domestic chores like cleaning, ironing,
cooking, dishwashing and in many cases helping with
younger siblings. Each week the average time spent on
these tasks was twelve hours. This also included baby-sit-
ting for parents and neighbours, and was the means by
which they earned their pocket money. With baby-sitting
included, the girls carned on an average $15 per week.
Baby-sitting was seen as a means to an end. It was not a
job relished by anv of the girls.

Because their lives were centrecl in the house, there was
a ccncentration on so-called ferrinine tasks. These tied the
girls to their own or their neighbours” homes and afforded
them little opportunity for moving out of their immediate
environment.

Within many of the households we saw an inter-female
dependence. The mothers needed the girls’ support
through their labour and child minding, and the girls
needed access to money. Both satisfied each others’ needs.
Thus working class income was recycled within the family.
Often too, the girls’ domestic labour enabled their mothers
to take a job outside the home, thus providing a practical
solution in these homes where the men or boys did little
around the house. The households tended to be authori-
tarian, male dominated and male oriented - roles for all
family members were clearly defined and household man-
agement was clearly a female task.

In this group family size averaged 4.0 children, a factor
which contributed to the financial pressures on the family,
as well as the domestic workload.

From our observations the majority of the mothers
worked very hard, and put in extrentely long hours. Some
had dual roles as housewife/mother aiid paid member of
the work force in (traditional female) poorly paid jobs.

Within this group we were aware that females in at least
half the homes had to contend with some measure of
domestic violence or sexual abuse. In such circumstances
strong, stable family relationships are difficult to forge and
sustain.

For poorly paid, working class men life can be frustrat-
ing and demoralising in a society where a man’s worth is
judged according to the size of his pay packet. Because of
little education and the sort of jobs they were in, scope for
advancement was restricted, despite the myth that hard
work brings reward. Their work was characterised by
powerlessness; but at home the male can be a potent force
in relation to the female members of his family. The
demands that flow on from “t's are intense, and often the
household revolves around the male and his expectations.
Such patterns of behaviour are frequently inflexible, and
based purely on tradition with a strict division of labour
adhered to and roles determined by gender, and never
n 'gotiated.

We found that the girls accepted unquestioningly that
the traditional female role is the ‘natural’ role for women
and so they carried out the female domestic tasks allotted
to them. On the other hand it was not expected that their
brothers should perforin similar domestic tasks or be tied
to the house as their sisters were. The girls suw their broth-
ers at the same age as having more treedom to pursue

.
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. sockal activities and having fewer limits placed upon them.

My brother has more freedom than me. Mun: thinks thal
because I'm a girl I'm not allowed out as late.

Jan

In fact, the boys were treated in much the same way as
the adult men in the househald with little domesti¢ input
demanded of them. The same degree of interdependence
that existed between mother and daughter was not appar-
ent between son and either parent.

In the male-dominated households, where financial pres-
sure was evident, adult relationships were frequently
strained. Few of the girls in this group had been exposed
to stable, long-term relationships. They, in turn had diffi-
culties in establishing and maintaining social relationships
with their peer group or with adults. Eleven of the twelve
in this group said they had a ‘best friend’. However, most
of these best friend relationships were transitory, often
fraught with difficulty and dependent on recent activities
or family approval. Only three of the girls had maintained
a long-term friendship with another girl.

A few of these girls spoke warmly about their parents
but they were in a minority. Many facets of the girls’ lives
caused disagreement and conflict between them and their
parents. While they understood they were needed at
home, they nevertheless sought opportunities for indepen-
dence. Typically, they would go to one another’s houses,
look around the shops, or go to the park and smoke. Often
their attempts at establishing independence involved
engaging in activities unacceptable to parents. The class-
room was often the arena for bragging about social activi-
ties and escapades that occurred out of school hours. In
this way girls conformed to what they perceived peer
group behaviour to be.

Most parents spoke of difficulties in dealing with their
daughter’s behaviour; they tried to impose rules and set
limits on the girls’ social lives. Some of the girls directed a
tremendous amount of energy towards circumventing
these limi 5; invariably conflict resulted.

Yes I do have lots of rules but it usually ends up with a
yelling session. Because I can’t get my point of view across
to her she yells and slams and goes in her room. [I've tried
calmly talking to her ... When I say why she can’t do some-
thing or if I let her do something, she goes the complete oppo-
site and does what she's not supposed to be doing. She abuses
that trust I've put into her.

Alisor’s mother

Most of the mothers were concerned that their daughters
might get pregnant. For them this was a very real fear and
was the basis on which they set the rules. It became evi-
dent that in their efforts to shield and protect their daugh-
ters they in fact intensified the conflict in their
relationships.

Although the girls’ lives were generally centred around
the home, in close physical contact with members of their
family, they had very little idea of many of the activities,
circumstances and even employment of parents, brothers
and sisters. Family talk was not about such (dull?) matters
and so an important medium for learning about the world
around them was curtailed.

Televiston viewing

Because the girls spent so much time at home it is not sur-
prising that television was a major focus of their lives. All
the girls watched television and all homes had television
sets. On average, the girls watched 30 hours of television
per week. Programme favourites included Young Doctors,
Falcon Crest, Dynasty, Dallas and Ready to Roll. When asked

which television personality they would most like to be,
the majority chose a male star.

Magnum. He's gocd looking and real nice. He lives on a
beach; lives in Hawaii and has a real nice house and car.

Teresa

Television watching was, for these girls, a passive activ-
ity, taking place with an almost total lack of critical aware-
ness. The life experiences of these girls were completely
different from and unrelated tc those tiey saw on televi-
sion. They said that soap operas were realistic yet, to a
large extent, the characters in these programmes had lives
of opulence, professional jobs and luxurious homes. Yet
they could not recognise that their interpretation was con-
tradictory. This ied us to conclude that it was an emotional
identification the girls feit.

Males play a dominant role in television programmes,
particularly in the kinds of programmes to which these
girls had heavy exposure like soap opera, ‘sit coms’, and
dramas where men are portrayed as being more powerful,
funny, active and more daring than women. The girls were
not interested in watching a variety of programmes.
Because of this, they did not see programmes which
showed alternative perspectives or lifestyles.

We cannot discuss the effect of television without refer-
ence to the subtle pressure of advertising. Usually advertis-
ing shows women in stereotyped roles, as wives, mothers
or girlfriends. It idealises life — all babies are no troubie at
all, all homes are havens of peace. Young girls are told by
the media that they can become beautiful if only they wear
these jeans, that nailpolish or this kind of perfume. To get
men to pay attention to you takes only a certain kind of
shampoo, toothpaste or pantyhose. This kind of advertis-
ing exposure is intended to create desires and needs. But
powerfully and subtly it puts womeén in roles inferior to
and dependent on men. :

Fashion and money

The desire to appear fashionable was very impartant to
these girls. They shopped for clothes at a chain store that
specialised in cheap, fashionable lines. Conformity of
dress was one way the girls could achieve some degree of
identity with others in their peer group. .

All the girls went regularly to a hairdresser. They felt it
was important to ook good’.

I go so people won't criticise me.
Susan

The desire to be “cool’ led a number of them to smoke
occasionally. A third smoked regularly, although only one
was allowed to smoke at home.

All these girls made their own financial decisions. Most
tried to save some money. All had bank accounts, the
highest balance being $300. Despite the lack of parental
guidance in matters relating to money, some girls managed
their money quite competently.

Reading habits

All the girls in this group had reading difficulties.
Although all their homes received an evening newspaper
and nearly all bought the Woman’s Weekly and Truth, little
other reading matter came into the homes on a regular
basis. All the girls said they read the newspaper but fur-
ther questioning revealed that they only glanced at the
headlines, the pictures, advertisements and the television
page. However, most of these girls exhibited a curiosity
about the problems faced by other people. Most girls were
quite aware of the current court cases and the personalities
involved. Nearly every girl read avidly the problem col-
umn in the Woman'’s Weekly.
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[ like to read about love and teenage girls' and their problems.
Leanne

For them, this was the realily of their own lives, so it inade
sense to read about it.

Libraries were deemed irrelevant by the girls. Two of
them belonged to the Public Library but did not use it. The
remainder of the group did not belong to a library. When
asked about who would use a library regularly they
rephed:

Brainy people like teachers.
Susan

Old people who have nowhere else to gu.
Tina

Leisure activities

The sociai activities of these girls were limited. Generally
their social activities revolved around occasional visits to
the cinema and going to town with frieads on Friday night.
Such visits afforded them the opportunity to shop and pos-
sibly meet boys. Their home-based life style, coupled with
attending a single-sex school, meant the girls could not
meet boys in a strictured social situation. Although only
one girl had a steady boyfriend, two-thirds of the group
thought fifteen was an acceptable age for going steady.

Yes, cverybody goes steady at fifteen.
Kay

It gives you something to look forward to.
Marama

They all thought it was possible tor girls of fifteen to fall in
love. Half said they had been in love. These girls, without
exception, were fascinated with boys. They provided a
constant topic of conversation and there was a continual
air of anticipation about finding a boyfriend.

Girls’ attitudes to marriage

All but two of these girls said they wanted to get married.
Their ideal age for marriage was twenty-five. Attributes
most desired in a husband were good looks. nice personal-
ity and a 'bit of money’. They mostly saw themselves in
the future as better off married than single. However,
some had ambivalent attitudes towards marriage.

Marriage is better vecause there's someone there, but if you're
single you don't get tied down.
Leanne
Half of them wanted to have children when they were
older.
Yes one of edch, but later on.
Kay

Those who said they did not want children saw them as
nuisances.

No they're too noisy.
Leanne

No thew're too much trouble and too much work,
Tracy

Both of these girls had spent a lot of time looking after
younger siblings and had an appreciation of the responsi-
_ bilities of constant child care. One girl said she intended
carrying on working after she had had a baby. Ali the oth-
ers who wanted children thought one could not be a good
mother and work full time. Despite the fact that these girls
had been exposed to alternative perspectives on family life

through their female teachers, it was apparent that the role
model endorsed at home was the one significant for them.

Attitudes to education

All the girls talked of learning experiences at primary and
intermediate schools in a negative manner. All had experi-
enced learning difficulties. In ~!most all cases these had
been recognised by parents early in their daughter’s
schooling. Seven parents had approached the school con-
cerning these difficuities. Six of theri had not received any
help.

I discussed Kelly with him but it was wasted. We didn’t get
the right response. But I thought, "he’s the teacher.’
Kelly’s mother

Some parents did not approach the school because they felt
inadequate; others because stresses within the home got in
the way. :

I was on a benefit in those days and there wasn't much extra
money,

1ina’s father

Some parents blamed themselves for their daughter’s lack
of progress,

1 thought it was me af fault, I didn’t go along,
Kay’s mother

Many of the low-achieving girls felt hurt and humiliated
by past teachers. They felt they had needs that had not
been met, that they had not been treated fairly, and were
angry about it. Time and again we heard them say, "We
didn’t get help.’

They just went on and expected you to do it and you didn’t
know how to.

Kay

The girls felt they were getting left behind and sensed the
injustice of the situation. This seemed to widen the gap
between thern and the teachers - whom they saw as unap-
proachable.

The teachers were unfair. You couldn’t go to them.
Leanne

Some even had experiences of teachers being blatantly
rude and offensive.

The teachers called us dummies and thicks.
Teresa

They felt that the teachers were not aware of the problems
they were experiencing with schoo! work.

She just wanted us to be like her and we weren't,
Marama

One girl had bad memories of being in an open plan class-
room, with seventy-one other children and two teachers.
She said she found it difficult to withstand the noise. This
particular girl was quiet, shy and sensitive. As a result she
withdrew, felt left out and left behind. At this stage she
was already experiencing problems with reading and
mathematics and amidst this type of classroom organisa-
tion felt overwhelmed and unable to cope.

These girls identified teachers, class sizes and the system
in general as factors that played a vital role in their lack of
success at primary school. They were aware they were not
receiving the help they needed and had come to realise
they were ‘academically inadequate’. This translated to:

You start thinking you're dumb.
Kay

Positive comments about primary school were limited.
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It was good in Standard 3 because parents came along and
helped us with our reading.

Susan

The teacher was good too. She helped us,
Teresa

The girls saw their entry to high school as a positive move.

Hiked it. 1 felt more important and grown up.
Tina

They were enthusiastic about the size of their present class
and form room.

You get more help in a smaller class.
Susan

They responded well to teachers who accepted them as
they were, and who had realistic expectations of them.

Some teachers kind of joke and even if you say the wrong
answers you don’t feel put down. It doesn’t matter if it's
wrong.

Teresa

They criticised methods used by other teachers whose
expectations were unrealistic.

In one class we go to we get all these sheets of paper and have

to copy them into your books.
Kay
Teachers find that a busy class is not troublesome and
some find classes such as this one very difficult to handle.
So keeping the students busy becomes a strategy to keep
control and discipline. However, when the content of this
‘busy’ work does not fit the students’ needs or abilities
their response will be negative. Classroom management
based on teacher insecurity and fears flies in the face of

child-appropriate education.

The girls expressed enthusiasm about being given real
choices. What they saw as meaningful and of interest was

frequently in conilict with what teachers expected them to
do.

In one subject we've been doing the same thing for about all
the term. You do what you're told. It’s boring. I'd like to do
other stuff.

Teresa

Inappropriate tasks led to rebellious behaviour. Teachers
call it ‘skylarking’ and ‘fooling around’ and often blamed
the girls.

The girls felt angry if blame was misdirected at them for
others’ misbehaviour in the classroom.

It's not fair. Sometimes you're doing something right and
someone else is doing something wrong and you get it blamed
on you.

Kelly

. ] Il ’
Labelling of the girls as ‘troublemakers’ was more appar-
ent in their rmixed-ability classes where they believed that
they were always watched.

They watch you to see if you're wearing jewellery, makeup or
smoking beliind the toilets.

Leanne

None of their families had teachers as personal friends so

the girls had no experience of teachers in any context other
than the classroom situation.

Teachers expect you to do what they did when they were
young, but the world's different now.

All the girls regarded the school system as inflexible and
not catering for individual differences. They felt they had
been forced into a rigid, established structure of a tradi-
tional nature. From the outset of their high school careers
they had trouble identifying with the traditions, ideals and
expectations that were presented to them.

They hoped some cof us would get up there [Wellington] and
be in politics.
Jan
Such expectations were considered by the girls as irrele-
vant.

The ‘option’ system came in for criticism by both parents
and girls. While still in the last year of primary or interme-

- diate school, decisions were made about subjects for high

schuol. The subjects chosen in the first year effectively
locked them into low status subjects. These included home
economics, clothing, typing/economic studies and Maori.
It was interesting to note that Maori was an option open to
these girls but French, German, Japanese or Latin were not.
Essentially what had been presented as a‘broad range of
options was in fact quite lirnited.

The majority of girls would have chosen to attend a
coeducational school had the choice been theirs. In all but
one case, the parents decided where their daughters would
go to high school and it was the mothers who had a greater
say in this decision. The girls saw their segregation from
boys in school as a measure taken by their parents to keep
them on the ‘straight and narrow’.

L wanted her to go to a single-sex school so she’'d concentrate
and keep away from boys. That was the most important
aspect.

Meianie’s mother

This was not seen as fair treatment by the girls. Nearly all
had brothers who had, did, or would attend a coeduca-
tional school. When asked why their brothers could go to
a school of their own choice and they could not, they took
it for granted that their gender made a dfffeience.

Boys don't get into so much trouble. They don’t go out and
get raped. .
Kay
They agreed that they got more work done at a single-sex
school. They saw the presence of boys in the classroom as
distracting. Yet boys were a source of fascination for them.

We get more work done here than at primary school. [What
difference did having boys in the class make?] Everything.
We like boys. We all do.

Tracy

Few of their parents spoke of satisfaction with the educa-
tion system. Many were upset and even bitter when talk-
ing about their daughter’s education.

[ will not be pushed around by the system again. | wished |
had known more about it when Kay was younger.

Kay’s mother
It was apparent that all the parents of these girls were

interested in their daughter’s education. However, the
girls did not perceive their parents in such a light.

My parents always fall asleep. They're so tired from work.
Melanie

They're always racing around doing something else.
Tracy

Parents caught up in the day-to-day struggle for survival
do not have the time nor energy to focus on education as a

1 Alison  priority. Their major concern at this stage of their daugh-
v
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ter’s schooling was that she be able to get a job. Most par-
ents saw high school as the place where students learned
skills to take them into the work force. Like their parents,
the girls had difficulties seeing how much of what they
learned at school was of relevance to future employment.

I don’t see how my school subjects will be of use in the future.
It’s too hard fo get a job these days and you might not get a
job with clothing and stuff like that.

Teresa

Employment expectations

The girls were aware that obtaining jobs could be difficult.
While at primary school one girl hoped to be a dentist, two
hoped to be nurses, one a prison officer, veterinarian, air
hostess, hairdresser, pharmacy assistant and minister. As

. their school careers evolved, their job expectations low-

ered. One girl still wanted to be an air hostess and a few
were hopeful of work in the catering field o1 as shop assis-
tants. The rest said they would accept whatever jobs they
could find.

I'd like to be a vet's assistant now. I'm not bright enough to
be a vet.

Teresa

Most girls saw themselves returning to school for a fifth
form (Year 10) year, but none saw the School Certificate
exam as a possibility or a necessity. By this stage their
choice of jobs was a realistic assessment of what they were
likely to get. One girl pointed out that educational creden-
tials would not help her in the work force.

For working in a shop some people don't take you with Scheol
Certificate. They have to pay you higher money.
Kelly

At the beginning of the research the girls were old enough
to leave school, but only three were prepared to do so and
only if they could find a suitable job. These three said they
were looking for jobs but looking in the newspaper was the
only avenue that had been explored. The other girls saw
themselves as not being ready to leave school yet. Some
had discussed the idea with their parents but had decided
to stay on for a while longer.

1 haven'i got a job. | sat down and talked to my mother the
other day and no, | wouldn't like to leave.

Jan

Attitudes to unemployment

Most said they would be reluctant to go on the dole, but
more than half said they would if they simply could not
find a job. Nearly all the girls thought the dole was insulffi-
cient to live on. Generally their attitudes towards the dole
were scathing.

It’s the lazy people who are not bothered looking for jobs.
Donna

Both girls and parents explained unemployment as a result
of individual inadequacy.

They say there's jobs there if they get oul and look. A lot of
the problem is the kids” attitudes. They think the world owes
them a favour.

Jan's mother

Although the girls were aware of the high rate of unem-
ployment they did not see this as affecting them Thev
believed implicith that work was available for those who
wanted it and unemployment was the fault of the individ-
ual.

Girls” self-esteem

Throughout the interviews it was obvious that these girls
lacked self-esteem and confidence. Repeated failure at
school had reinforced their lack of self-esteem. They con-
tinually ‘put themselves down’ and were sensitive to how
they were seen through the eyes of other people. They all
said.that other people’s opinions of them, worried them.

Some of the girls in my netball team are in high classes.

Someone asked me what class I was in and when I told her,

. she nearly died. She was shocked. She didn't expect me to be
in that class.

Jan

The girls felt their ‘inadequacies’ deeply and a few mani-
fested their lack of self-esteem in a very disturbing manner.

I don’t know what to do when I feel like killing myself. 1get a
needle and puncture my hands or I punch the wall or swear
at my friends.

Marama

They all had trouble finding any achievement in their past
of which they were proud. When they did, two girls cited
playing sport as their greatest achievement. All the rest
identified some kind of domestic work. This was not sur-
prising considering the time spent on domestic tasks, both
at home and at school, and the degrec of expertise they had
acquired over many years.

I don't know, just playing sport, I suppose.
Jan

- Making my first sponge and it didn’t turn out a flop.
Tracy

The girls were undoubtedly envious of some of the privi-
leges that went with being in the top class, such as canteen
duty and meeting visitors to the school.

They do work experience before we do.
Donna

In fact, the girls had no idea whether the top class did, or
did not, do work experience first. They simply assumed
that the top class got preferential treatment. It was natural
for them to be last.

Group B (High achievers, low income)

These girls’ homes were, in general, similar in their size
and location to those of Group C. Most girls had their own
reom with facilities for doing homework.

The average family size for this group was 2.9. Half the
girls were the youngest in their'family. Essentially this
meant they lived in adult families.

Only two families in this group did not own a car, in
both cases because there was insufficient income. One
family was supported by a sickness benefit, the other was a
single income family supported solely by the mother.

Family income

While for this group, the fathers’ occupations could be clas-
sified as working class, in general their incomes exceeded
those of the low achievers’ fathers. In some cases this was
because of allowances, for example a sales representative
carning approximately $255 per week also reccived com

missions, a car allowance, a travelling allowance, accom

modation and other reimbursements.

Home life

All the girls spoke of having a close relationship with their
mother, some with their fathers as well. The mothers
spoke of trusting their daughters and having confidence in
their daughter’s judgements. No mother indicated any
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measure of concern over the issues of control, freedom or
discipline for her daughter.

Sharon likes us to know where she is. We don’t worry. If she
goes out zoith her girlfriends she's very well organised, even
to getting a taxi home.

Sharon’s mother

Friendships were very important to the girls as half of
them spoke of having a best friend. Personal relationships
with their friends and their families were easy going, warm
and lacking in conflict.

These girls spent an average of 2.5 hours on domestic
duties each week. However, three girls spent about 5
hours per week on a variety of domestic chores while their
mothers were al work. Their mothers were dependent on
them for their domestic input, particularly the preparation
of the evening meal.

All girls in this group, including those who contributed
to the running of the houschold, had a large amount of free
time to devote to school work and other leisure-time activi-
ties. Four ha< had ballet lessons, two had studied the
piano, one the guitar and one the clarinet. One girl was in
an orchestra. Most girls in this group were interested in
sport. For some it was an extremely important part of their
lives. For example one girl had her own horse and spent
long hours caring for it and preparing it for show-jumping
competitions. Three others had represented their province
in their chosen sport. The sporting and cultural activities
available to two of the girls had been limited because of the
financial circumstances of their families.

Fashion and money

On average the girls receivet $8.20 per week pocket
money. The girls who worked at home were paid for this,
boosting the average.

The top priority for all these girls was achievement at
school. As a consequence they were prepared to curb their
social lives. One girl had a steady boyfriend while the oth-
ers were content to spend long hours on school work.

Conforming to fashion trends in clothes and make-up
was a high priority.

You don’t feel ready to go out if you haven't got make-up on.
Angcela
Somelimes if you're with older people you feel better, you fit
in better.
Michelle
However, their desire to conform did not lead to a gullibil-
ity, or wholesale acceptance of products pushed through

advertising. For example, no girl in this group smoked, it
was seeh as anti-social.

I think it's disgusting. It just mahes me sich. 1t stinks.
Sharon

Television viewing

These girls watched, on average, 15 hours of television a
week. Some chase to do their homework in front of televi-
sion. They watched a variety of programmes, some of
which were termed “rubbish’ by their mothers.

Reading habits

All their homes got a daily newspaper. The girls read a
variety of books, although in some cases these books were
set school texts. While three girls mentioned “adult” books

(James_Herriott, Jean Plaidy and Agatha Christic) most
enjoyed books that were writlen for teenagers

Attitudes to education

The mathers of five of the girls identified problems at some

stage in their daughter’s schooling. This was confirmed by
the girls. The problems were both academic and social. In
all cases the parents had been in touch with the school.

I had trouble with maths. 1 couldi’t understand how to do
fractions, so Mum went and tatked to the teacher. 1 got extra
books and that helped.

Helen

Melissa had trouble with leariung to read. [ was told she was
a trouble stirrer. Her teacher was very inadequate. 1 felt [
was a pushy mother.  After underachicving she was put into
the bottom Standard 1. Luckily she had a teacher who put a
lot of time into her and got her up to the top of the class
within a year.

Melissa’s mother

Despite the fact that these girls were achieving well, they
talked about many shortcomings within the school system,
both at the primary and the secondary levei. In general,
they viewed the system as inflexible. While this posed
problems, they had the personal resources to cope with
most situations and saw other students’ problems as
greater than theirs. One aspect of high school life that
drew criticism was the all pervasive aspect of competition,
which the girls felt put them under intense pressure and
stress.

Sametimes the teacher says you're competing against the

next girl and your essay has got to be better than hers. That's

what I don’t like.

Michelle

However, at the same time they relished the sense of
accomplishment that came with gaining a place.

I really like geography. It's the first time 've been top in
class at anything and [ like it
Marie

They saw the education system in general, rather like a fac-
tory for the cloning of girls.

The image that this school rxpects us to project is just like
any other school. That all the girls are good and perfect, neat
and attentiove.

Monique

Both parents and girls in this group criticised the option
svstem at high school.

Subjects taken in the third form [1st year of high school ] have
to be taken right through. If it doesn’t work out it can be dis-
astrous. It could turn a child off their whole school life.

. Jamie’s mother

The girls spoke at great length about teachers. They did
not see teachers as coming from a world different from
theirs

They're not different. They're just people doing a job. They
Ive chuldren and families.
Marie

they readily acknowledged the qualities of some teachers
and the efforts made on their behalf.

You ree them respect whe they treat you as equals.
Michelle
The personalities and attitudes of there teachers were of
preat concern to the gitks  They percenved the eltect a
teadher they <aw as unsatistactory could have on their
tutune

1t~ not that particuy subject, i's the feacher. Very few peo-
ple are going to take that subject in the sixth form now.

Marie
iR
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ter’s schooling was that she be able to get a job. Most par-
ents saw high school as the place where students learned
skills to take them into the work force. Like their parents,
the girls had difficulties seeing how much of what they
learned at school was of relevance to future employment.

I don’t see how my school subjects will be of use in the future.
It’s too hard to get a job these days and you might not get a
job with clothing and stuff like that.

Teresa

Employnient expectations

The girls were aware that obtaining jobs could be difficult.
While at primary school one girl hoped to be a dentist, two
hoped to be nurses, one a prison officer, veterinarian, air
hostess, hairdresser, pharmacy assistant and minister. As
their school careers evolved, their job expectations low-
ered. One girl still wanted to be an air hostess and a few
were hopeful of work in the catering field or as shop assis-
tants. The rest said they would accept whatever jobs they
could find.

I'd like o be a vet's assistant now. I'm not bright enough to
be a vet.

Teresa

Most girls saw themselves returning to school for a fifth
form (Year 10) year, but none saw the School Certificate
exam as a possibility or a necessity. By this stage their
choice of jobs was a realistic assessment of what they were
likely to get. One girl pointed out that educational creden-
tials would not help her in the work force.

For working in a shop some people don't take you with School
Certificate. They have to pay you higher money.
Kelly

At the beginning of the research the girls were old enough
to leave school, but only three were prepared to do so and
only if they could find a suitable job. These three said they
were looking for jobs but looking in the newspaper was the
only avenue that had been explored. The other girls saw
themselves as not being ready to leave school yet. Some
had discussed the idea with their parents but had decided
to stay on for a while longer.

I haven’t got a job. I sat down and talked to my mother the
other day and no, I wouldn’t like to leave.

Jan

Attitudes to unemployment

Most said they would be reluctant to go on the dole, but
more than half said they would if they simply could not
find a job. Nearly all the girls thought the dole was insuffi-
cient to live on. Generally their attitudes towards the dole
were scathing.

It’s the lazy people who are not bothered looking for jobs.
Donna

Both girls and parents explained unemployment as a result
of individual inadequacy.

They say there's jobs there if they get out and look. A lot of
the problem is the kuds' attitudes. They think the world owes
them a favour.

Jan’s mother

Although the girls were aware of the high rate of unem-
ployment they did not see this as affecting them. They
believed implicitly that work was available for those who
wanted it and unemnployment was the fault of the individ-

“ual.

Girls’ self-esteem

Throughout the interviews it was obvious that these girls
lacked self-esteern and confidence. Repeated failure at
school had reinforced their lack of self-esteem. They con-
tinually “put themselves down’ and were sensitive to how
they were seen through the eyes of other people. They all
said that other people’s opinions of them, worried them.

Some of the girls in my netball team are in high classes.
Someone asked me what class I was in and when I told her,
she nearly died. She was shocked. She didn’t expect me to be

in that class.
jan
The girls felt their ‘inadequacies’ deeply and a few mani-
fested their lack of self-esteem in a very disturbing manner.

1 don’t know what to do when I feel like killing myself. 1geta
needle and puncture my hands or I punch the wall or swear
at my friends.

Marama

They all had trouble finding any achievement in their past
of which they were proud. When they did, two girls cited
playing sport as their greatest achievement. Afl the rest
identified some kind of domestic work. This was not sur-
prising considering the time spent on domestic tasks, both
at home and at school, and the degree of expertise they had
acquired over many years.

I don’t know, just playing sport, I suppose.
Jan

- Making my first sponge and it didn’t turn out a flop.
. ) Tracy

The girls were undoubiedly envious of some of the privi-
leges that went with being in the top class, such as canteen
duty and meeting visitors to the school.

They do work experience before we do.
Donna

In fact, the girls had no idea whether the top class did, or
did not, do work experience first. They simply assumed
that the top class got preferential treatment. it was natural
for them to be last.

GI‘OUP B (High achievers, low income)

These girls’ homes were, in general, similar in their size
and location to those of Group C. Most girls had their own
room with facilities for doing homework.

The average family size for this group was 2.9. Half the
girls were the youngest in their family. Essentially this
meant they lived in adult families.

Only two families in this group did not own a car, in
both cases because there was insufficient income. One
family was supported by a sickness benefit, the other was a
single income family supported solely by the mother.

Family income

While for this group, the fathers’ occupations could be clas-
sified as working class, in general their incomes exceeded
those of the low achievers’ fathers. In some cases this was
brcause of allowances, for example a sales representative
carning approximately $255 per week also received corn-
missions, a car allowance, a travelling allowance, accom-
modation and other reimbursements.

Home life

All the girls spoke of having a close relationship with their
mother, some with their fathers as well. The mothers
spoke of trusting their daughters and having confidence in
their daughter’s judgements. No mother indicated any
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themselves: on an average they received $5.50 per week
pocket money.

Through the range and diversity of their activities these
girls met boys but because they placed such emphasis on
attaining high marks in exams some (who had boyfriends)
had chosen to limit their socialising with boys until time
allowed it.

Fashion

They wer. aware of their individuality and desired to
express it. For example they saw conformity in fashion as

“undesirable.

1 used to like really trendy expensive things but now I like to

be individual. 1 get things from all over the place, particu-

larly op shops. It gives me a greater range of wardrobe.
Laura

None of the girls smoked. Despite the fact that a propor-

tion of their parents did, they found it an unacceptable
habit.

Television viewing

On an average the girls watched 11 hours of television per
week. They selected a variety of programmes. They liked
pop music programmes and some of the dramas and
soaps. They also enjoyed educational and informative pro-
grammes. Mastermind, Our World and Saturday Playhouse
were popular choices.

Reading habits

All their homes received a daily newspaper. However,
their leisure time reading was characterised by its sophisti-
cation and diversity. The list included books such as Sex

Lives of Famous People, Lace, Tales of the Unexpected and
Hitchhikers’ Guide to the Galaxy.

Attitudes to education

Five girls in this group had had some learning difficulties
early in their school careers. In four of these cases parents
approached the school. Two received a positive teacher
response and two a negative response.

The teacher was hard to convince that Laura wasn't slow
The S.T.J.C. was hands off, don’t interfere. The acting hea
was placating but not much else. So | went to Speld [Specif
Learning Difficulties Association].

Laura’s mother

This case illustrates the point that parents who have finan-
cial resources and knowledge of the system have access to
alternatives and options not available to others. Some of
the parents pointed to boredom as the cause of their
daughter’s problems.

Her first year was frustrating. The teachers kept her on pre-
readers all that year. She turned of.

Rachel’s mother

All the giris regarded the high school system they were in
as inflexible. Individual differences were not catered for.
The girls felt they had been squashod into a rigid, estab-
lished structure. Well aware of their abilities, they felt
pressured to perform, not only for themselves, but to
uphold the name of the school.

This group was channelled into language classes by the
option system. In hindsight they felt this an injustice. On
the one hand they were told their school had a great range
of subjects from which to choose. The reality of the situa-
tion was very different: they were locked into “options’ for
at least two years. At the beginning of their third year at
high school, with two successful years completed in the
subiject, faced with the external exam the next year, it was

inevitable that they would take the subject again even
when disenchanted with it.

I can’t see the point in doing things | don’t enjoy. I didn't
want to do Japunese but was forced to do it. Iwas told they
thought | was a lenguagey sort of person. How did they
know?

Georgina

1 would have lLiked to change from typing. [ found it thor-
oughly boring.

Lucy

Most parents felt the school system did not cater for all
children. The Maori mother commented:

1 would like to see implemented something to do with their
cultures. In the school system these are pushed aside. We
Just have to fit in the other bracket. A lot of kids today cry to
be understood. Their identity is gone. School is essentially a
pakeha system. Too many of our kids don’t want to be there
and don't achieve:’

Aroha’s mother

At this point in their schooling high marks were all impor-
tant to these girls. School held a very important place in
their lives.

School and school work has to be important. It takes so much
of my time. | have school in the day and then do about four
hours homework.

Anna

Teachers were judged by girls, parents and the school on
their ability to help the girls achieve high exam marks.
Teachers who frustrated the attempts of the girls to get
high marks were criticised. However, the girls readily
acknowledged the other qualities of some teachers and the
efforts made on their behalf.

Employment expectations

Parents and girls had maintained high expectations
throughout schooling. Career choices included lawyer,
doctor, journalist, diplomat and veterinarian.

Attitudes to marriage

All the girls expressed a wish to get married, ideally at 25.
Most spoke of completing their education, establishing a
career, travelling and experiencing life before marriage
could even be contemplated. They had definii» ideas
about husbands.

From a lot of the men I've observed I often think men don't
mature. So when I marry | want someone who's grown up,
someone you can talk to.

Laura

Two of the girls did not want to have children. Almost all
the rest saw working and raising a family as quite compati-
ble, and did not see rearing children as a purely female
task. They expected their husband to play a majcr role in
child care.

I think the husband should be equally willing to give up his
job if you both choose to have a child. But youw'd discuss all
this before you got married.

l.aura

Self-esteem

These high-achieving, high-income girls displayed a
marked degree of confidence and self-esteem. This flowed
naturally from the success they experienced both at school
and in their other pursuits. They offered many and varied

examples of what they zonsidered their greatest achieve-
ment.
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Prizes in the third and fourth form at school made my par-
ents very proud.

Laura

One outstanding featare of these girls was their awareness
of what was happening in the world. They talked freely
about such issues as feminism, censorship, nuclear war
and injustice and could sce the impact of these wider
issties on their live...

I think the French testing at Mururoa Atoll is an injustice to
the human race and all sea life.

Georgina

They appeared to be well aware of the paths their lives
would take, and had quite clear-cut plans of how to attain
their goals. Nevertheless they recognised that there were
constraints on their lives.

The people who set society’s rules are men so they do things
for the betterment of man and not woman.

Emma

However, they were not prepared to concede that their sex
was going to make a difference in shaping the courses of
their lives. Ti.ey were aware that they could do this, a cru-
cial part beiny success within the education system, the
culmination of which was a university degree. They coul
not envisage a future without credentials.

Discussion

The three groups were divided from each other by not
only success and wealth, academic achievement and
income, but also by, for example, different family life
styles, by different expectaticns, by different attitudes to
boys, fashion, recreation, the school, teachers, and people
in power. After looking at these, several things became
clear, having shown up in our interviews. Some seemed
trite and obvious, but put together they point towards
ways in which society, if it does want equity, must change
the educational opportunities it offers.

Family income is not equitably distributed.

This limits the chances of the least well-off.

Power and influence are not equally distributed.
Patriarchy limits life chances for girls.

Schools maintain social inequalities.

Tk WD =

Following these through:

1. Family incoine figures came mainly from official figures,
and the interviews confirmed our calculations.

2. The obvious limits to chances to learn are in such mat-
ters as: no private space for the low-income girls, no car for
trips to sports, guides, museums, holidays, the sea, the
mountains, the bush, farms... all the places where learning
can begin or be consolidated. The less obvious limits are
those where low income means lives limited to child mind-
ing, housework, and helping overstretched single parents,
bencficiaries or working mothers. The strain of being
around the house so much is relieved with TV and occa-
sional ‘flings’, which parents distrust and therefore try to
control, thereby building up even more pressure to rebel.
Such ‘rich emotional lives’ are not conducive to academic
study.

Men whose working tives offer little satisfaction and
whose pay packets are mean, are not emotionally equi . »d
to be open handed, co-operative, and involved in their
daughters’ lives. There may be violence; there is certainly
a tradition of rigid scx roles. Such roles are easily under-
stood since clearly each sex is taking a “proper’ share of
lfnmilv support, men earning, women caring,

. " So Iow income creates a situation where tradition is the
easiest path to follow ana great respect for learning is not
part of New Zealand’s tradition. Where respect for learn-
ing is a tradition, as in the Chinese family, income obstacles
are overcome at great sacrifice of life style for the parents.

3. Inequalities of power are clear in the parents’ reactions
to news that their daughter was doing badly at school.
Most low-income parents were unable, or unwilling, to
approach the school or teacher, or did not realise that they
could. Those who did approach the school, did not get
help. Only one high-income parent got no help when she
approached a school, and she knew where (and had the
money) to look for outside help. Maybe the schools were
reacting, unfairly, to signs of wealth and academic expecta-
tions, but the most depressing discovery is that the low-
income parents blamed themselves for their daughters’ lack
of achievement.

4. Low-income homes are typically run with strict sex-role
divisions. This was most marked in the homes of the low-
achieving girls, where the fathers had little involvement in
their daughter’s day-to-day lives. The strong mother/
daughter dependency in these households worked to
maintain the rigid division of labour. This meant that in
the poorer hcuseholds the girls had to spend much more
time on household duties.

5. It is a liberal aim that schools should compensate for the
inequalities in society. This means that ail should be edu-
cated to the best of their ability regardless of income, sex,
religion, race, etc. However, our data suggest schools do
not compensate. Rather it appears schools maintain
tnequalities.

Recommendations

Until wealth is distributed equitably it is difficult to be
optimistic about the future of low-achieving students
in our schools. Some measures can be taken but the suc-
cess of these measures will depend on funds and staff from
government sources.

It is widely believed that in New Zealand education is
free, yet parents are constantly called on to pay for numer-
ous educational expenses. These include books, equip-
ment, option expenses like dressmaking fabric, trips,
concerts and cultural experiences. These are on top of
expensive uniforms and sports clothing parents nust pro-
vide. For some these costs are impossibie to meet. It is
pointless to say that schools should recognise this fact and
make funds available. Schools are already stretched to the
limit. It is the obligation of governments to give all students
a 'fair go’ in the system?® There is a clear, visible need for
compensatory education for the disadvantaged, low-
income student. Differential funding for schools to make
this possible should be available if negative taxes or other
wealth distribution systems are not.

From our research it was obvious that many low-income
parents felt alienated from the school system. This com-
menced in the very early years of their daughter’s educa-
tion and was reinforced year after year. Parents care about
their children’s edncation but do not feel comfortable
about approaching the school. Teachers who slip easily
into the role of ‘expert’ need to examine that and realise
that only when parents and teachers work together in an
honest and equal relationship will the needs of the students
be met.

Moves must be made to open schools to parents. It is
vital that parents of children who are not achieving should
feel free and comfortable to approach teachers at all times.
Parents as ‘consumers’ of the systein should have access,
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- bynght.Schools should be perceived (and used) as a com-

munity resource. The notion that schools belong to the
people in the community, especially children and parents,
rather than to authority figures (teachers, Board members,
and Ministry officials) should be boosted.

Efforts should be made to select teacher trainees who
have abilities and attributes suited to meet the needs of
children from ali income backgrounds. Teacher trainees
should be paid a livable wage so that recruitment can
embrace people from a variety of socio-economic back-
grounds rather than those whose parents have sufficient
means to support them during training. Alternately, many
high-value bursaries or scholarships should be available
and well known.

At the high school level it is crucial that lcw achievers
are identified and programmes that compensate for their
deprivations are run. There are different ways of doing
this. At this girls’ school a home-room worked and
worked well.

Other systems, such as mainstreaming, may be used.
Whichever system is used, low achievers need a secure,
non-judgemental atmosphere. They need a less competi-
tive leaming environment and they must stop failing. All
students need to feel valued; these students are no excep-
tion. How this is achieved is up to the school. But ignor-

ing these children, or pushing them aside, is

unprofessional, cruel, and exacerbates present inequities.

A stimulating curriculum for low achievers is needed. It
should incorporate (and build on) students’ interests and
life experiences. However, the utilitarian aspect should not
be neglected: students need basic numeracy and literacy
skills along with social and survival skills for their every-
day lives.

The personal qualities of home-room teachers must
include a sensitivity towards the lives of their students.
Teachers who cannot appreciate the fact that these students
are not inherently stupid and lazy have no place in home-
ioom teaching. The life circumstances of the children must
be understood and appreciated.

Notes

hristine Wilson is the home-room teacher at the New Zealand
girls’ high school where this research was undertaken.

Ann Dupuis is a PhD student in the Sociology Department at the
University of Canterbury. Christchurch, New Zealand.

Part of this research appeared as
Wilson, Christine (1986) Poverty and Education Performance
Among Working Class Girls, Unpublished Research Report,
Education Department, University of Canterbury, Christchurch,
New Zealand.

O

Copying Permitted

© Copyright on this item is held by NZCER and ACER who grant to
all people actively engaged in education the right to copy it in the
interests of better teaching. Please acknowledge the source.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

12




¢ 318Y7IYAY Ad0D 1538

-[03 1Y pue ays jeys pounguod aavy spdas avw vones
~12AUO0D SIYJ “1AYDUa) Y] 10 "JAYILA] U YIS 0ALY 0] Pa) yadvo
SI 3US UORPSIAAUOD JO pun ayy ut aduauadia stjueny
aaey oM Lew aA0[ ey Buiuea) Jo puiy auo ueyy o
S1OLOYY JOA TUOLLSINAUOD SIYY WO YOI JUILI| Sey Py
IOU J2YOPAT JOIIAU 1R WIS PIROM 31 1O 200} A) U)
Lo, o
SBY AP[D AU} IPOMIRYS AYS JIOUM 0F Yorq Sa08 uayy piryd oy
10§ “IOAAMOY PAAL- MO sE s S L, Suo), o8 sey Aep
aup &es gjsnoauriuods saop ppys apy 10§ papaadons spaed
3ARY 0] SWAAS IYs UAY) ‘08 J] ,,208U0], WD} A AN 0] Pl
ayy adeanodud 0y pue ‘g aeudorddeur sy 10881, pros
Ay iey ysigRisa 03 Uiy sem 1ayoea) o) agarw g
"SI MOUY JOU PIP DAO[ JeY] JUIY) O] UOSPIL OU pry
AYS IDA0SIONA TA[IDALIP OS ALS JOU PIP Os AYM 1L Jou S11
U3Y} ‘0§ J1 "INO PIJI04 1 se Iauuiy) pueiaduo sod vy
no jutod 03 SuiAly uaaq asey 1Y Laydea) ay [ 1oy {ovd)
03 Butdsy seam JaUdE3) §,3250[ 1eYM MOUY JOU 0p M a5ty
Apted pue ‘quiea) aaey ydnu adAo( jeym a8pnl oy moy jo
RLIAILD 3] am asnedaq Apsed ‘ains aq o) piey si i utedy
¢o1ay parowoad uaaq sey yawdopaop
s,9040( 1oy aduaplaa Aue asay) sp uawdofaaap dusind
-U1 40 3aRuZ00 1ay) ajownld 03 diay s 31 jey) st rouuew
s1yy ul uaapyd SunuA Suiuonsanb 1oy yuowndie oo ay |
-QuisdiIns jJou $1UIWISSISST [NJSSIIONS
© 3yeW 0} aInjie) §,1aydeay ayy pue , ‘aow, 10, 108319, oy
SPI0M AQ PURISIAPUN UDIPJIY jeym SUYSTGRISH Jo QNP
ay: Jo areme jam ate spsi@opoyadsd  pepuawdopaaagg
, 1a8d1q,,
a1e spuey §,1a4ded) 1ay jey) pouisiapun Ajedl ays i ead
JOUSIIING , ‘3], MR SPURY 1IY SALS IS ‘AN ] "dARPLIOJUL
K1aajou st A[da1 s,p1ud ayr ang ,,4a831q,, jo Suipueisiopun
$,2040( U0 Mayd 0] Butdy s ays ‘A|qewnsalg |, isinos uewy
12881q spuey Aw a1y, ‘adAof Supse £q uonesiasuod ay
OJU1 30U ALIBZIQ JRYMAIWOS © SIDNPOIIUT UIY] 1AYOrD) oY |
(Yi8uaj 03 12Ja1 03 , 13Nk, wi1d) Ay} Juisn
S1 Jayoed) ay) jeyy awnsse Ajdwis ays saop 10 1o 1 s[jod
ays se ypim ui Suiseadur st Aepd ayy YU Ajjeal ays $00(]
-A1das s,2040( axdaayut o7 paey st utede ing ‘1a11e) 3unag st
Kep ayy jrsyse pue L3nSiqrue siyy dn sypoid 1ayaeay s,a3.80(
“Aep
3y Jo Y13ua] paseasdul Yy AGUISIP 0} JAUULW ISOV| © Ul
13831, prom ayy Suisn aq Ajdwis Aewr aus ‘puey 13430 oy
uQ '2431jaq A[[ENIOR ‘S3SE) UNHESIAAUOD SI [1R) LM UDIP[IYD
ey sunep 1a3ei st — Suifjos Jay JO NS L se AR|D Alow

10000

SATIAVA

338 JO 159g

SUALOUT SYUILE A [P0 080 JOLT UL IEIRU SIY ] 300 S0l
A st Sumos, s e o saes aygs capdwesa o
TUATRITRIAEN
SUTPULIS TOPUI I LM APS ] Ur e sHondiguie os ae
sabfdai s aaaef 10 s ey stasag wogoid gy sonigedes
SLO2A0[ JOPUILISSISSE Oeanaae e Ui seaogaeay o)
U COPEAYY IS U 0] INT | ST asat]] e Qi snsni
V) paeY ST UOREs AU epHnaed sy o s oy ag
HunLira jo surat v angisuea ues Sutuonsanb
YONS UL WA SIGE UG SIS aRsEul] ovpudoy use aay
dopraap o widaq (jrs ays suoipsonb < 1otpeay oy Junassue
YEnoay | 1oy oy pasmo sisnotaad jou peg g wuoagenns
oy o s1aadse oge U of suonsanb Yons s pojenaigs
SUPIYY Y1 0L ST UORPIHRSNL IS0 S ] jusissasse jo ad g
eapewnad st Sutuonsanh ogp wons s ugy wouy pusoop
IYS TP M PUP S MOUY ays Jey s oo aqrder s pigp sy egasy
FUILIPA] YENOIY) SHFOUNG 2D O ey pasaddn. «)
JAuwuonsanb Jo pury sy 203 uonedsni oy s ey Ay
BP0 POPIS-IUO U YOI TN
STUDHUSIIAUOD OUF (L oor],, stes pue) aep agy o fuuad
Ry S1IeYM 08 0} 1IIPO] 104 SJUTA DIA0[ LAY M Judwiow
ouq e woyy pedy pewatunu Spiey ose satdat doy puodsas
SAOP AYs UAYM pue uopsonb 351y oYy domsue o) spey ayg
Apeordde Sy 03 WSPISNYIUA m puodsat Jou saop o]
JAMSUP AU SMOUY SPLIIE 10400 ) ya1ys 0y suonsanb e
210 oy -, caq o3 Suof ey s ey Ay, - uonsonbsag oy woy
pedy suonsanb | Guigsag, Jo Souas © 101 YSe 0Y sTwe seuon
-LINPA S INO KLIED 0 $ISN 1AYILIY S, 0080 poLpat oy |
“Kepd s, ppys o ojut (adeys pue a2is s op
0] “38L2 S1Y3 UL) SEAPI [PUOHLINPD UL XN POIIULO) adueyd
p 5396 doydea) oy asnedoq axepd Quryey sr uopesioatod
ay) “1ayiey juawiow dejnanied iy e 1ayaean agy o) Ses o)
Sjues oys SUIYLAUR SPL AdA0[ 95NeHIQ JOU ST APTI) ([Jv v
Fuijier ppys puv ayaeay oy ae Sy aaepd savyer vonesias
U0 AYY YITYM ULIXAUOD Y] ‘1811 2aPISLa ) (Jooyds A1asinu
10 SUOHESIAAUOD PpUd-1oyrea) ul uiefe Joao pue 1o
AN dor YoIgm Saan1eay [PaaAas SUIPIUO Y UOHESIOAUOI SIY |

PIOM AN CSCU ] M IOV
12831 100 A D

£3280[ 0y pouaddey s JeYAY WA HAHOVH]

oo Buo] puy Buo] Bunion a8y fumpdE s a i
"5 O AIC SPURL INOA AAHOV T

"I QAT SPURY AN ATIHD

(SPURY IN0A uey) 10831 spuey AW a1y 133U0T - YAHOIVAL

o
[ATSTR) 1 AlHD
RGO ! s ATHIVAL
FUDENSRIITD]
R NI F RN T B RN T RAEN
oo doy dTHD
OO g g, addey s jeym
Yoy, VOO I B US] Do e e UMV
ISTEN IS RIIE )
IR TR vV
D

AV e
AN ERNE

IEIAND

I N VRV
IO UL AW AT 0 SUoT SUS O] e s
IO PUL INOL AL ST O (TR s R A RS |
WAd W] UOHESIAAUO) SULMOHO] o) gy ITRRIFAINE
PUP ORI Y [ AJUO JOU Pattioss e = 8neo] )

O saapepul peaogeanpa AJrtiononit

SUTHBO :—
ssoocad tararea) sngy
10 31ed [PRUISSI UE 210 ApSOLD apsis tad gy pue spopja
(EIUL UM s ualppyg ) dsed oy o gy Sanepa Aq
sasuatiad g Juasoad 1oy jo astas ayeur o3 usappya o djay
ued spuaded “oanyng oy opur paeaao] pue jsed gy o yaeq
FUIEANS D1 Pedbys B aary uaapiy pue spuaied osneag
.2_.,%:._@_&1 puve ;_.».7 UL SOOUMILP SSPP [PDIOS Ddaay dday)
YRNOY) UAIPJYD SSP I[PPIU J0) ST UIPIY Y ssvy Juspom
10§ “PUNOE A AN se seay s duiueown ot o spnajuon
w csodoy go a8uri apra vonoge waea) oy sonsunpoddo
aavy uappyd ‘suonsanb fupjse apsajpue pue Sumndne
Quiyiey ‘spuared oy punode Buag Aq Sjdwng uotiued
tate gunaea] (nprasod A1aa e papraosd sawoy agy gy
PAMOYS SUOPALISqO pue sduipaodar adey angy sswirepy asou
30 (eandans A[FWSEaDUL AWEAQ | PUr Sandeafjes swjoogos

1E PUP AUOY P SIS PIO 1208 IN0J O APEHS SR P UL g
“Senbape adenduep oyl dojaadp ajjou peaatjog aav
SjuaIed aS0UA T UAIPIYD 8581 SUDLOA JO IS0 ) Ul paue]
renadso sesiy | uonuoe ruossajord g pootsoy aq pew
juswdojasap enpojmu pue ofenfue) nayy osays aovd
U SU NG UAIPHYD 10] JUIHUONAUD JQUA0IUS pue aindas v
se sl ou ‘uaas <t apdweo 10 ‘ooyds Atasiny uarpjiyadn
FuLig pue 23earpa 01 Mo Inoge sjussed Yoeay oy [rap pood
e oAry sjeunissyjord 10y pownsse AP sl SACPeMON

Hopuo7 Jo Ajisiaaiup
paezi| ereqieg

v Wway

IDUJOJAl 19 Woi] Jured] 3dAof jeym




v¢

UOMANULJ [J1D PUP [ILYILIL ) UD[I}] YILM JNO PALLILD SEM 108
ML §6'TF 1L ‘PULIUL] A pre] Ut paysignd soydng) unaepy pue
PIVZL], CIRQIPE AQ SHIBYT HAPPHD SUNO L G0 POSE SEADRIE Sy |

N
Y212353Y] WRIOD) SPUIOY ], A1 JO JOMIC] PUC UONEINPT |0 A NsU]
UOPUOT JO AHSISAIUL 3Y) 1 UOHRINPY JOI0SSIJOL] 51 piesi| vieqiey

Joyine
ay pue staystqnd oy Jo uotssiuiad 8q _?:::L,: 2101 S1 pub “+gpl
13quadag ¢ s MIN Ul pagsind A[[PURLO Sea Wt s sy}

IR 1P VAL ALM UOPUL] 1305
POOMIYG G DI 191306 mapy Aq play stapre sy oy jyduados ayy
L3005 MaN 61 D

‘syse) [2a3]-m0] Karenndosddeur yim
woyy Sunuoasard pue ‘asaryoe pnod A3Yr 1eym djewnsal
-apuin 03 Sutpuad) ‘uaIp[IYd s uPIoMm Sy JO San|Iqe ‘|2al
ay) ueyy 1aper ‘yuasedde ayy 0) Buipuodsal atom s1aydER)
U] ‘519318 JOOYDS §,UIP|IYD A JO PloysaIyl A10a oy uQ)

-10uadns sem 3woy Je way) 0) passaippe adendue)
oy jo Knjenb pue Lmuenb ayy yioq S8 ssepy upplom
oy 10§ awuolaud a8endue) ?.cEmcuaEOu e Suipla
-01d [ooyds A1asinu ayy woy ey ey up -adenue] amnjewy
20U JO AN § USIP[IYD AU aD10juidl 0 aq AJUO ued 133J33 Y
“13AaMOY ‘BUIqHDSIP 1R 3m UOHEN}S Ay U Juawdo|oaap
aBenfur] ssisse Alqeqoad  pue  staupied  108unod
0 Supj[el uoym UAIP[IY> pue S)NpE Yloq JO Aouopud)
[es1aatun jsowje ue s1 ydaads s tauited ay) Jo [9A3] PIAID
-1ad Ay 01 [9A0] [UOTIESIAAUND § 3UL Jshlpe 0} Adudpud) Y

-angaperp ojduts jo ajqeded A[uo a1am udpyd
33 JBY) JONIG UMO H1IY) PIDIOJUIDS AARY ISNIU PANSUN jey)
SUOTIESIAAUOD [Ad-MO] YL "UOHESIDALOD PIJUPAPEL oW
105 santunuoddo yis uaappys ayy apiacad o) pajrey Say)
sty apduns Ajjenaagaun sy uo Suissnaoy Ag -asue sighop
1AAAMOY] ‘10D Jopiat B Ul poynsnl og pinod yovordde
sy “wie [ruoneanpa Juepoedun ue se | smojod guiwey,,
MES JJPIS 1T UDAK) TSOWERU INOJOY JO aInsun a1om
SIS 3say Jo soquinu e eyl ased Ay juieas sem ) sl
ssep Supjiom o )im jquied [guoesIaaund :Em juanbaar
Apepnonaed v e Ul ‘sean saweu anojod a0y Fupsy
‘ L SHINOOD 1RYAY, JO 7 Pofjed
IRy} SIBYAY. Songque atoy) Quiieu pue spaiqo
Buypaqe] yrav pouiaaiod  suopsanb aseo Afjenpaopou
WaY3 ST 01 Apy] How pue suondussap 10y wayy yse o3
AN S83] 210 W AN UOHPULOJUL Jo AFURL PAJILNSAL Moty ¢
wayg 243 Ao puv jana] damoj e je payopd a1om suonsonb
2Ry wayy fuinysanhb g Spid sse dupiom yim suones
~ZIAUOD AFRTIUL 0} \Jayi| dtow atam Lay] -snd ssepd djpprw
g SIS ssep duryiom ay) Fuissoappe uaym sasodind
03 10) adensuvy) jo asn juonbayy ssa) spew Aayy,

‘.

318Y1IVAY AJ0D 1838

"5 1418 $502 SuppIos ay) 0] BUyje) uays afas yooads aanjew
SSI] T PAsN soajaswoy siayaea) oy ‘asuodsat ut sdeyao]
“S118 SR AP PIU Y Yatm padediuod ‘amjewiun pue asuaply
-u0a ut Buppae] readde woyy ayew 0y sem Y 1aU DY L
“UaLP(IA 2010 Y spaatenb urasuesisse pue ‘suoade yim
djay 10 wayy 03 wm o) papua) Lay) “1agiow 1ay pasn o[
KL /AINOSAI [PRII|[NUL UL ST JIe)s oy FUIsn Jo prajsu] - suol
ssonb s AUM,, WaY) POYSE AJoIPd ALdA pUb ‘S1ayjowt oY)
o1 uey) stoyarsy oyl 01 urypey uoya sasodind vspdwos
105 o8enSue] posn ualyo 83 AdYL Bumas [ooyas oy
£q popaye Apenonted a1om adsof axyp spd ssep dupjom
quasqe A[1Ud aiom — purisIopun Jou pIp ays Suiyiowos
10A0 pojzznd  pUd oY) YdIym Ul SUOPESIAUOd ol
LUd1eas (enpopdiut jo sadvessed,, pajjed am jeypy swoy
10 uey) suonsanb Aym pue Kjsounds asom uotedod 1oews
e ‘[oOYds Je payse atam ey suopsanb asoyy JO comy Auo
‘$10YDea} 11043 Jng Anoy ue suonsonb gz slayiow 1oy payse
Lop “a8ervae U suonsonb Jupise uoyyo ssap yonw pue
‘syaewar snoauriuods dunnguiuos 1o suonsanb Juuamsue
U23J0 $$3] ‘SIAIOW 113 0) ueyy Ao aaow Funjeads ‘Jeys
ay) yitm panpqans pareadde uayyo Loy -Apms no urspis oy
1sFuowe Aduopudy [elouad e sem Siyp pajiual] aow yanw
aq o1 paieadde pey £1p1qe jeuones1aAu0d § A2A0[ [0OYIS 1Y
-adueptodiul [eUsWEPUN] JO 8131 AL M
PIIYD PUB I13YI0W UIIMIDG SUOHPSIIAUOD AURW JO 3INGed]
{eo1d A3 € $1 pOM PAIRYS P 0] [L1IAJO1 PUP UOHRAID AY ] "SUoY
-ES13AUOD :of 01 IoP¥Eq B se e 0y duauadxa Jo prrom
pateys oy Fuiqeus ‘ouo a1ngn) v Yty juass jsed e uy ppy2
PUP 100U AL ] *210§3g A0S SPL ey o) poxu] s1it £eas o)
SLUOHELULIOJUL M AU sy Jnoge iod ay g joeyas s 10tjoaq 10y
itm apiseas ay) o) duy pouuerd ¢ inoge o[ $[183 oyg SHuo
aasuodsat v ysnl jou s1ojo1 § Joyrow oy ] - urdes siays jeym
jo suonearduw oy Jo awos yFnoayy sojjo) pue ‘Suiueaw 1oy
ssasdya a0 sdjay ays ‘ssauaatsuodsas pue poddns aay g
uonesaauod ay) ui ojos juepodun ue savid soyjow 104
‘dojasap 0y pasoie pue passoadya aq o) sdusnw
5,0040( 10§ adeds PuT awn YIEm SINANDIL JUALMIP J1OY) Ut
pafeduo yiog ‘uaydny o ut 1aago) a1am 1aYiow 19y pue
A2K0( 31 s8a2d X0 0) 10 PAMO|IR UOHPIIIS aLf) ‘3SOIP U}/
-7nd AYY 1380MOF ] "APISEIS Y)Y 1T S PULS Dunes jo dof
PAPUILIAL UAYNY ot Ul ydarmpues v Junea yey) ajgqissod
SEQLZUOIPSIIAUOD SIY) 1.,.77::\_; 1P MOUY JOU Op O
Lo ARAE JUAM NISTIYY R Y, Juoneasd
mpyBuap oy ur Junrunng cjasaoy ssordvo oy sapddnas
ays St duMssIod S,0080[ JNWPT AUD UEd JUO owes
a1y 1oy djay o) sidapie s gagiow 1oy ardsap ‘duiueaw
131 Buf2AU00 U1 [NJS6AINS S$I] $1AIL0[ IIAIMOY UOYLEIAA
SUOD Y UL U0 10JE7] “101 10J J1 SIYLLL JNIOW 19y 10 ‘Jjosioy
Aqdds s1y) apet aaey pInoa adA0f JI MOUY 10A3U [{IM AAY

ta

cop adoad sogio op jeys og dutag
voneaydwr oy s quoumsae penso] e o sastwaad oy
ST UIAS 3 UIAD UPI STUMLAN LIS OM] S 193 0) Surgawos
aary juptp adoad 1oyo jeyy ue tapiseas oyy e jea o)
Fuipawos aaey 0y pood sea ey spey pajefasing neredas
OAL] 1SP1IUOD PUE IR0 SUiq 0] 9GP S1 IS HOHPSIIAU0D ) Jo
yred jsar ayg up seanans Jo saardap duiiiva sey ays sigi uj
suoneynutasapy atdsap seopr sopdwod ssaadyo oy saggdnns
ays yorym ut fem ay) pure ‘J[as1ay ssaidxd o3 Ayuie s,0040(
JO SUOHRIUY [PA1 a4} L10G SNCHSN{{l UOYPSIAAUGD SIY |

WAL (F'HHD

(NPT EIHLOW

APME JUAM ABSYTIPYL ([0 [I9M - TTHD

ipouaddey 1AL (IM 1,UAISM AUM MAHTOW

-A13UNy 10 s usess op ¢ pouaddey ey aiiHD

“210m am 4ras os asoddns Sax MANLOW

RURIV 108 am uaym 3{:: Alas as Ing ('HHD

(NOS L UPIP ISeINLAIq PRy NOA ‘ON MFHIOW

(OM L usem

£IFUNY [[Us 1M FM 313 SPM AM UIYM ING 'AM NG (1 TIH.)D

“sajdde pey am SaydNMpues pey Ay 1,Ua10m AAL NAHIOW

(11, USPAL OPISEAs AU) U SPM 3M UIYM -QTTTHD

(USUAA UFHIOW

S8UNY |18 | 'SaA QWA TTTHD

“APISPAs A1 0 ([0S O B 10 08 £]qeqol ] WWA BTHION

(OPISRAS MY O] WU C('HTHD

(']OOYIS S5 Py

1apjo ue yitam funnoe ue uo fuiod ase 1ayiow 1ay pue adAof)

At ey Yarod oyl uo oF azy A o) Sunpiawos ayey o)

QAP {[,0M (00§ Praec] 03 OF am uayay Wwwupy A4TOW

JNOS LUOM (19a]DUNT) aQ P, RON ISEMIILI0 “Yea L QUHD

BLLAN m::.:bECm aary 0) oary 7::.,. Nuny) [ dUHLOW

WAL TUHHD

JNOYNM 09 JUayj op .,..,;: OPITUA AIHTOWN

"aApIseas

S IC T 03 FUIaos aavy 1 uop .,._r_:.,n_ AULOS TIOAL (L IHD

~aade [ pood seay YLHIOW

("YILAMPULS S 1AYIOJY) (1) USPM “IPISPas ay) 1p sem

33}. OIYM a0} M.NC_LfJﬁ._On RANGE R} —U:.uw sl \ES—A CTUHD

eaw

Huniaso oy aaedaad :_ <uaels uay) pue eay jo dno e <ayew

ER VPR (81 \_n;_ .:.__L M F—JCD— day .:5 Yyt :ﬂ:’_dl 1Y LC../CF_ 51 .Jﬁn
ALV AWOY JT SUORPSIAAUOD S 2340( o (931 ap aredwo )

‘pawtog {peaie

pey 1ayoear ayy yorym amind ayy ayenyrdiad o gy

[0 A1 sogdal [eliuiW put ssAUIAPIINWWOdUN [21aud3

1Y yum 1ay1aBor spIom 3215 yim uoisnjuod juatedc ()
Laood,, sem adenduey asoys (13 e sem adho( o@D —

RERAG |
‘{laweu apew a12m s3UIPI021 Y a10§aq sn plo) sande

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




FAMILIES

(FUHOOL

tem 5

Step-families

by Ruth Webber

Christ Campus, Institute of Catholic Education, Victoria
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NE DIVORCE can create two step-families, and as the
pool of men arid women available for remarriage grows
the increase in step-families outstrips the rate of divorce.
In 1981, 29.1% of all marriage< in Austrane involved one or
both parties who had been previously divorced.

During 1954, 1985 and 14se, 24 couples took part in a
research project on step-tanulies, attending a six session
educational programme entitled "Living in a Step-family’.
In the 1986 programme thev completed pre- and post-tests
on marital adjustment and self-esteem plus a weekly prob-
lem rating scale. The analysis showed the extent and sever-
ity of problems they encountered, as well as how and to
what extent the programme helped.

The participants ranged from couples yet to co-habit io
couples who had been together for seven years; people not
previously in a live-in relationship to others in a third re-
lationship; some in formal relationships, others not. The
major part of the study was concerned with the issues and
problems confronting the parents and step-parents but here
we are interested directly in their children.

Children in Step-families

TEP-PARENTS” EXPECTATIONS OF THEMSELVES are

unrealistically high and they frequently strive to achieve
a pattern that is like their original family but which is not
suitable for a step-family. Children in step-families are rarely
consulted about either the divorce or the new step-family
50 are frequently the silent partners in the parent’s new life.
The bringing together of people who have separate histories
and different lovalties can result in tensions and com-
plexities which were not found in their families of origin.

The most important issues covered in the study were:

the lessening of closeness between child and natural
parents

resentment

sexuality

step-sibling rivalry
behaviour and disaipline
ACCeSS

anger and sadness

Lessening of closeness between child
and natural parent

EMARRIAGE OFTEN MEANS THE LOSS ot a close

parent-child relationship as the child must share the
parent with a new adult and perhaps other children. A
remarriage will often mean a move to a new location and
this in itselt causes all sorts of problems. My study found
that parents were verv concerned about the difficulties of
building and mamtaming a relationship with their own
child, particularly it they saw the child only when he or she
came on access, but they were often unable to see wavs of
improving the relattonship.

I suggested that they should make an effort to spend time
alone with therr own child m order to demonstrate to that
child ther continued interest m, and aftection for him or
her Otten the child’s peer group will provide the only stable
relationship during this period. 1t the family moves this
stability and the support that goes with it is lost as well.
With a new netghbourhood comes a new and untamiliar

home, school, friends and so on. These provide their own
set of problems for the child.

On top of all this, there is the problem of surnames. The
mother usually takes the new husband’s name and in doing
s0 appears to have a closer connection to her step-children
than her own. A discussion with the couples on the course
on  whether step-children should change surnames
heightened their awareness of the children's feelings.

Teachers and other professional people need to be aware
of the embarrassment or pain it causes, especially to the
child, when a step-parent is incorrecty referred to as ‘vour
Mother” or ‘your Father’.

A number of people on the course said that as the ace  ~
parent, their role was generally confined to entertainment
and excluded most routine caretaking responsibilities. They
felt cut out from the childs dav-to-day life because the
custodial parent never gave them the opportunity to become
involved. This often had the effect of the child believing
that the access parent was not interested in his or herlife.

Resentment

TEP-CHILDREN'S DIFFICULTIES are rarely associated

with a new family only. Problems go back to the time
before the actual divorce. Most children have great difficulty
accepting the separation and divorce though they may not
show signs of it. Feelings of resentment and fear are often
repressed and since they are never mentioned this is often
interpreted as the children accepting the breakdewn. The
children often saw onlv glimpses of thewr parents fighting
or arguing and because they do not know the full stosy,
must fill in the blanks themselves.

Different children in the same family will have ditterent
perceptions of the situation. Because young children «ce
themselves as the centre of the family, they interpret their
parents’ behaviour has being about themselves. They im-
agine the breakdown is their fault. The child harbours teel-
ings of guilt which breed resentment and anger, and this
in itself results in much of the behaviour adults find it dif-
ficult to handle.

The course attempted to alert parents and  step-
parents to the ways a child may have perceived the
separation and divorce. Children who have not given up
the fantasy of the reunion of the original family are espe-
cially likely to have difficulties when parents remarry. Child-
ren are not usually included in courtship and are forced
into a situation in which they may not wish to belong. The
parent may be happy in the new relationship but the child
may see it as the total loss «f his or her parent to the new
step-parent leading to fierce competition for attention be-
tween the child and the newly arrived adult.

There appears to be a close relationship between the guilt
a child feels and the fantasy thal many have about therr
parents reuniting and ‘living happlly ever after’. Some chuld-
ren actively seek to make this fantasy a reality by creating
havoc in the new relationship. A aumber of step-parents
in the study gave examples of the techniques used by the
children to try and get rid of the unwanted step-parent.
Understanding the motive and taking action to demonstrate
hat the new relationship is permanent seemed to help the
< iuation.

It is important that the step-parents netther torce children
ta choose between themselves and the other (absent) par
ent, nor try to replace a lost or absent parent. It is also vital
that step-parents and nateral parents refrain from criticising
the absent parent: children become distraught it their lovalty
to one parent or another is challenged.
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Sexuality

EXUALITY WAS A PROBLEM for some of the group
but not for most of it. It depended on the age and sex
of the children whether this swas seen as a problem.

The children are faced with a completelv new relationship
between the parent and the step-parent. Before the separa-
tion, they were used to a distant, if not antagonistic relation-
ship between their parents and are now faced with adults
who are always touching, kissing and disappearing into the
bedroom. Apart from the embarrassment this may cause to
the child, sex becomes prominent in their thoughts, espe-
cially adolescents who do not find it difficult to imagine
‘what is going on in there’.

The increase in affectionate and sexual behavicur in the
home may contribute to the loosening of sexual boundaries.
The only tie the step-tamily shares is social and there is the
pussibility of emotional attachments growing over time.
Young adolescents with step-siblings may become very
aware of cach other sexually, and being terrified of the erno-
tions they are feeling may turn to enmity towards one
another in order to “defuse’ this sexually explosive situation,
Attraction between step-child and step-parent gives rise to
similar crises.

Step-sibling Rivalry

RICTION BETWEEN STEP-SIBLINGS was of concern to

most group members. When two families try to integ-
rate, difficultics arise as to where the children belong in the
family. An eldest child may nolonger hold his or her position
in the family. All ot a sudden the privileges that go with
the position are lost. A voung child may find another of
similar age as a step-sibling, causing feelings of displace-
ment and resentment.

Some children going on access were showered with ex-

pensive presents from the non-custodial parent. This caused
jealousy from the home children who did not receive like
gifts.
" Another topic that created a great deal of interest with
parents was that of the ‘invaders’ and ‘invaded’. The “in-
vaded’ being the children already living in the family home
and the ‘invaders’ being those who come to the house for
access visits. The territorial issue is not only uncomfortable
for the ‘invaded’, but because the home is so important for
security in a family, the ‘invaders’ feel a lack of security in
what they perceive is a stranger’s home. The home tamily
may have a feeling of being the main family with the
‘invaders’ fecling a sense of inferiority. The “invaders’ often
have no bed or place of their own and the ‘invaded” must
give up or share their room To the ‘invaded’ their home 1s
no longer their own. It is therefore important that the visit-
ing children have a bed and, if possible, a place that is seen
to be theirs.

Bitter rivalry and |calousx can arise between live-in child-
ren and vmlum children. Visiting children have attention
showered on them and the resident children are temporarily
displaced. Parents are often atraid that if they do not make
the most of the time with the access children thev will grow
awav from them.

A number of step-parents complained that the access
children were not expected to straighten up around the
home, to do jobs or to have clearly defined rules, This
appeared to cause resentment and antagonism as live-n
children saw the visitors ‘getting away with murder’.

New sets of relatives, such as grandparents, cousins and
others can be a source of comfort for the children. However,

unequal treatment and discrimination by these new kin can
also give rise to anger and resentment.

It is especially difficult for children if their btepbrothers
and sisters go to the same school and even more so if they
are in the same year level. A child who regards the school
as the only safe and predictable place in his life can find no
escape from the pressures of the new family if his step-
brother or sister is in his class as well. It is a good idea to
separate the two children in this case and either have them
in different classes or, if this is not possible, send the child-
ren to different schools.

Behaviour and Discipline

HILDREN IN STEP-FAMILIES are often traumatised,

suffering from repressed feelings and anxieties, resent-
ments and recriminations about having been the cause of
the marriage breakdown. These feelings may lead to lying,
stealing and bad behaviour that is really a plea for love,
attention and recognition. The parents on the course admit-
ted to seeing similar patterns of behaviour in their own
children.

Each family has its own set of rules to deal with unaccept-
able behaviour but unfortunately a step-family has two sets
or more. A step-child may be subjected to two completely
different sets of disciplinary action in the one home, depend-
ing on who does the disciplining, and a different set again
when at the home of the ‘other’ parent,

Separation and divorce can mean a chiid is split between
loyalties, by belonging to both parents. Many parents use
the child as a pawn in their struggle, as they vent hostility
towards one another. Children need to love both parents
and to be loved, but some parents insist that the child love
only one of them. Many families are in difficuities because
the children do not feel that they are altowed to love both
parents. A display of fove for one parent may be regarded
as disloyalty to the other. On top of this they are unsure
as to what extent they are expected to love the step-parent
as well.

The ‘Living in a Stepfamily’ programme attempted to
alert its members to this dilemma and many found it a relief
to know that they should not expect to love the step-children
in the same way as a natural child. Likewise they saw the
need for children to feel free to express affection to both
natural parents without being made to feel guilty.

Access

EMBERSHIP INTWO HOUSEHOLDS can give a child

awide variety of experiences and additional role mod
els from which to learn and grow. However, many children
find shuttling back and forth a constant disruption to social
and homework routines and feel a lack of controf over the
situation. Each access visit brings with it pre-visit anxiety
and post-visit depression.

Pre-visit anxicty is a continuum of intensity, with excite-
ment and mild anxiety/pleasure at one extreme and frank
phobia at the other, while the extremes of post-visitation
depression can cither be a mild unease arising out of the
experience, or grief and mourning for the lost family. 1t is
important for those working with step-families to assist the
parents and step-parents find ways to miinimise these stress-
fal times.

One suggestion is to give children ‘time out’” when they
return from access so that they can make the adjustment
back to the household in their own time. Another sugges-
tion is to encourage the adults not to discuss access, custody
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or financial matters with the other parent at the doorstep.
Access times should not be the place for parents to air their
grievances. Children are happier if they retain a good re-
lationship with both parents and if they are able to care for
more than two adults without disloyalty being an issue.
Most voung children are able to respond to a warm and
caring step-parent if there is little animosity between the
natural parents. It is helpful if this can be pointed out to
step-parents during a step-parenting programme.

Teachers need to be sensitive to these pre- and post-
tension periods in children who are about to go, or have
been, on an access visit. Monday morning after access
weekends can be a difficult time in schools. Homework or
projects may not be done because the child has not been
in his or her usual environment.

Anger and Sadness:

ISHER AND VISHER found among children of divorces

universal feelings of loss and grief and often these feel-
ings keep reappearing. The children go through the mourn-
ing process, whether or not they show it outwardly. When
parents announce their intention to separate the child is at
first unable to accept it: this is part of the period of denial.
This is followed by other stages of the mourning process.
Usually guilt and anger are followed by despair and depres-
sion and the angry outbursts that results occur both at school
and at home.

Those who work with step-parents should outline to them
the stages of grief experienced as a result of separation and
divorce and suggest ways of helping children through these
stages. Many of those on the ‘Living in a Stepfamily’ courses
stated that they found a discussion on grief particularly
helpful.

Summary

HE RESEARCH PROJECT showed how complex step-
families are and how many problems are theirs alone.
The roles of members of step-families are not clearly defined
and this ambiguity means that some families need to seek
professional help. A clear message from the study is that
more understanding of the nature of step-families is needed
by thé general community, psychologists, social workers
and teachers so that support can be provided.
We need to affirm that a step-family is a valid and accept-

’
able family type. Teachers and schools lave a vital role to
play in the life of a child who is experiencing the trauma
of entering a new step-family. It is important that teachers
understand. The child may be ashamed that she is no longer
living in a ‘normal’ family and will need assurance that
step-families are ‘real’ familes and are acceptable families.

Teachers may help through classroom activities designed
to show that a variety of family typesare acceptable. Reading
to the class stories of children who live in other types of
families helps accept family types. A genogram based on
one of these stories helps the class to see that other family
types are acceptable. The children could then do their own
family genogram. Showing films of children who are living
in step-families but who are doing the normal things child-
ren like to do, also helps to validate step-farnilies. Make
sure that such films do not have an evil stepmother or father
in them as this would not be at all helpful.

Teachers can make sure that both parents have access to
the child’s reports, photographs and teacher-parent inter-
views. Parent-teacher evenings can provide the opportunity
for adjustment matters to be discussed. Teachers should be
aware that some children may want to buy two Mother’s or
Father’s gifts in order not to offend either parents or step-par-
ents. School record forms alse need to be modified in many
schools - they should not discriminate against these families
by failing to provide room for the information about step-
families (and thus by default not recognise them as an alter-
native family). The school, being sometimes the only haven
that the child has, can assist in his or her emotional well-
being by continuing to provide stability.

Counsellors and family therapists can help step-families
in developing new communication patterns and styles.
When two different families join together to become one,
the potential for communication problems is great. Through
the use of preparation courses or workshops and with the
help of a trained counsellor, couples can work out their
inevitably different values, establish family boundaries,
clarify roles, develop faith in their parent-child relationships
and accept (as temporary) the initial rejection of the step-
children.

Counsellors and leaders of step-parenting programmes
can assist in helping step-parents work out their relationship
with the ‘other’ biological parent. It is also important to
help parents to develop satisfying relationships separate
from their parenting role. A good relationship between the
partners provides the children with a realistic role model
for their own future lives.

Notes

Ruth I Webber T.RT.C , B.A. (Hons), B.Ed., M.Ed. Studs., is a
Lecturer, Behavioural Studies Department at Christ Campus, Insti-
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The pre- and post-tests on adjustment and self-esteem are
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of Marnage and the Famiy, Vol. 38, pp. 15-25.
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follow
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Visher, E. and Visher, J. (1979) Stepfumilics: A Guide to Workmg
with Steparents wnd Stepchildren. Brunel/Maczel, New York.

Copying Permitted

© Copyright on this item is held by NZCER and ACER who grant to
all people actively engaged in education the right to copy it in the
interests of better teaching; simply acknowledge the source.

Q

B A Fuiimext provided by R




teme - B FAMILIES
(C5CHOOL

TRANSITION T0 SGHOOL:

THE CHILDRENS EXPERIENGE

By Margery Renwick

Jeff Walesby




E

Transition to School:

The Children’s Experience

By Margery Renwick
NZCER

Kevin, Lwould say is generally unconcerned about starting
school — but when he does remerniber he seems quite happy and
has spells of greal excitement about it. He is rather on a high
at the moment with the acquisition of a new school bag and
coat for school.

The only indication of fear perhaps occi:rred sore time ago
whilst we were talking about the progression from kindy to
school. Kevin asked, "Why do we go to school — what for?" |
told him about these special skills we need to learn and some
time later he said — ‘but what if I just can’t learn?" | felt really
sorry for him and since then I have illustrated through
various things he dnes - recogrising his name and other
letters as the begin:.iing of reading, and being able to draw
circles and crosses as the beginning of printing, to build up
his confidence in this respect.

1 can see that the simple fact of being a "schoclboy’ makes
Kevin feel a whole lot more grown-up, better and rather
important.

A parent’s diary

Rachel is extremely excited — obivousiy it is all-importcnt for
her to start school as this will corroborate her own feeling of
having grown up. She is now becoming daily more anxious
— she can’t read or write yet, which she thinks she should be
able to do. She said this evening that she doesn’t want to go
to school because of the visits to the dental clinic. She isn’t
impressed by our assurance that she wen’t have to visit the
clinic on her first day at school. She is worried she hasn't got
her school bag and lunch box yet. Her last remaining close
friend goes to school this week and Rachel says she doesn’t
want to stay at playcentre on Friday, her last day there. She
does seem more irritable than usual and less able to setile at
home. She listens avidly to all the girls tell her of school rules
—‘Can’t call out.” "Don’t run.” 'Don’t go anywhere without
asking.’ She may be oppressed by all this, but I don’t think
s0; she seems to want to conjorm because school people do.
A parent’s diary

Starting school: a milestone

In a child’s eyes starting school is a rite of passage, asso-
ciated with increased status. Children even link physical
growth with this enhanced status — one boy said, ‘1 bet 1
grow a couple of inches.” Starting school is a period of
transition and adjustment — a moving from the known to
the unknown. The two diary extracts, kept by parents the
week before their child started school, show how
important parents are in helping their child to navigate
these uncertain waters.

School as the ‘beginning of learning’

While it is common for children these days to expect to
enjoy school - to look forward to it as a ‘neat place’ where
they will make friends and be happy - children also
regard school as a place where you learn by doing real
work. They expect to work hard, to please the teacher
and to learn more important things than they have done
at pre-school. Playing is a thing of the past, an attribute of
the pre-school world. However, children are also con-
cerned about the hidden school curriculum. It is
important for both Kevin and Rachel that they have the

correct possessions, the school bag and lunch box.
Friends are also important. Rachel does not want to stay
on at pre-school once her best friend has left. She is also
anxious about visiting the dental clinic which she asso-
ciates with starting school. And she has an avid desire to
understand the school rules,

Oneissue raised in the diaries is the common myth that
school is the beginning of learning. You can hear Kevin'’s
anxiety when he says, ‘But what if I just can’t learn?
Rachel, on the other hand, feels that she should probably
be able to read and write before she starts school. We need
to remind ourselves that the age of starting school does
not relate to any particular stage in children's devel-
opment. However, myths have developed about the
changes that are supposed to take place at this time,
some about the nature of learning itself. When we sur-
veyed teachers, pre-school teachers and parents in the
course of the Going to School research project,” most
believed that there are significant differences between
the job of a new entrant teacher and that of a pre-school
teacher, and they tended to support this belief with com-
ments that pre-school is a place where children play and
have social experiences, whereas school is a place where
children work and learn. Two parents we surveyed com-
mented,
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The pre-school supervisor wants a child happy. The
teacher war.ts a child to learn.

A pre-school teacher is mainly concerned with social
development. A new entrant teacher is mainly con-
cerned with developing academic skills.

And a kindergarten teacher,

When leaving kindergarten, the child is sodially
adjusted so is ready to learn.

Chris Pratt, writing in the Australian Journal of Early
Childhood, contrasts the concepts of development and
learning. Under a developmerital approach the growth of
knowledge in children is explained by maturational
factors Under theories of learning the emphasis is

. placed on the ways children are taught how to acquire

knowledge and skills. I was reminded of these two con-
trasting concepts when a parent wrote,

Steven woke today and said lie didn’t want to go back
to 'bossy old school’... We discussed how at kinder-
garten you can play all the time, but you don't learn
things, whereas at school the teacher tells you what to
do and that’s how you learn. ‘In that case’, said
Steven, ‘I don't like learning things!’

Discontinuities between pre-school and school

The tradition out of which our junior schools have
developed is alearning one, onto which a developmental
approach has sometimes been grafted. Pre-schools by
contrast are grafting learmng concepts onto a develop-
mental approach. If teachers at the two different levels
have different views of what their role is, it is not sur-
prising that children experience discontinuities. In a
recent study for the National Foundation for Educational
Research in the UK likely discontinuities are itemised:
At school,

1. Although surrounded by a wealth of material and
equipment, the child will have limited access to it,
because of less freedom of choice of activities, and a
more time-tabled day. At pre-school a child can
choose freely most of the time. At school choice tends
to be limited to occasions when work has been com-
pleted, thus emphasising the work/play distinction.
There are set periods for ‘play’ and set periods for
‘wark’.

2. The gross motor activities common at pre-school are
now confined to physical education periods and
playtime.

3. The daily programme allows for less art and tactile
expression. Constructions are smaller.

4. There is less fantasy play.

5. The balance of a child’s curriculum has moved to
verbal and symbolic activities; the 3 R’s account for /3
of all activities.

6. There is a marked increase in the amount of dead or
non-task time. There is three times as much queuing,
waiting and lining up. This, with cruising and other

© _ron-specific behaviour accounts for 17% of the time.
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There is always a danger in transferring research
findings from one system to another, but I think many
Australian and New Zealand teachers would recognise
these discontinuities. In the British study some of the
time spent in waiting and lining up will be explained by
children queuing for school dinners and attending school
assemblies neither of which would be common in our
junior schools. However, the reduction in freedom of
choice, and the increased need to ’sit still and listen’ are
certainly characteristic of a five-year old’s experience.
One of the first impressions we had in the pilot stages of
our own study was that children starting school sud-
denly had to attend to, and act on, far more verbal
instructions than they had been used to at pre-school.

Junior school teachers believe there are many advan-
tages in children attending a pre-school, particularly for
the social skills they learn. Teachers also see pre-schools
as being a preparation for schools because as one put it,
‘Children are better house trained’! F owever, teachers
have three common criticisms of habits children may

learn at pre-school: there is too much freedom of choice

so when children get to school they think they can con-
tinue to choose what they want to do all day; pre-school
activities do not have to be finished so children tend to flit
from one activity to another; at pre-school when children
lose interest in a particular activity they are not expected
to put things away and clear up after themselves.

Perhaps teachers themselves have contributed to the
division between pre-schools and schools by too jeal-
ously guarding their own professional territory. Some
new-entrant teachers claim, for example, that pre-school
teachers encroach on school territory. This view is not
held by pre-school teachers themselves. Rather the
reverse in fact. Pre-school teachers express frustration
that they are not free to extend the children in ways they
feel they should because they would be accused of intro-
ducing children to activities which are regarded as the
preserve of the school.

They feel they are not able to extend the more mature
children and introduce them to more formal aspects of
language learning, particularly reading.

Start school: learn to read

Reading in many ways symbolises the beginning of
school, and is a good example of how institutional
boundaries influence expectations. Learning to read is
frequently associated with the aura and magic of starting
school. A parent wrote.

While a young child might love a pre-school teacher,
she holds her school teacher in greater esteem because
she actually teaches her to read.

Not that it is only parents who equate school readiness
with reading readiness. One teacter, for example, in
opposing an earlier school starting age wrote:

We already have too many immature children starting
school before they are ready to learn to read. Earlier
school-starting age would mean more reading
problems.




If adults hold these views, it is not surprising that
learning to read may loom large in a child’s mind.
Children may even expect to learn to read on their first
day; it will be instantaneous, a kind of spontaneous com-
bustion on walking through the school d vor.

There is a further possibility of discontinuity if there is
an emphasis on the development cf oral language at the
pre-school and on written language and beginning
reading at junior school. In a recently published study
Marie Clay, while commenting favourably on teachers’
ability to stimulate early reading and writing behaviour,
raised some questions about the development of oral
language, particularly amongst ethnic minority pupils.
She wrote:

. it seems that oral language is used to facilitate
progress in reading and writing but few if any acti-
vities are designed specifically to develop oral

language control. Perhaps because language learning.

seems to be done so early by many children in the
majority culture we have forgotten to arrange for
learning opportunities whose niain aim is to provide
opportunities to learn more about the use of the
language for talking. A balanced programme for new
entrants who do not score at average levels for age on
language tests would include oral language activities
in their own right.

It used to be a common practice in New Zealand for
new-entrant classes to begin the day with a.free-play
‘developmental’ period. It provided a link between the
experiences a child had at pre-school and those of school,
and also provided an opportunity for the oral language
experiences advocated by Marie Clay. There are now
fewer such programmes, although the reason why is not
always clear. In some cases teachers judge children have
become bored with this sort of activity because of their
pre-school experiences; in others the day now starts with
written language activities, often based on the Donald
Graves approach to ‘process’ writing,.

That pre-schools emphasise oral language may itself be
a myth. In a recent study Anne Meade found that in the
pre-schools she visited there was less adult/child talk
than most early childhood educators would expect.
Children had plenty of conversations with other children
but not with adults. In the six ceéntres studied there were
very few sustained conversations between one adult and
‘one child and some children, particularly boys, had no
conversation with an adult at all.

In child care centres, sustained conversations between
adults and children were most likely to occur not during
play but in care-giving situations, for example, toileting,
preparation for rest, and preparation of food. These
domestic situations are akin to those at home. Tizzard
and Hughes found that children at home have more
sustained and stimulating conversations (with their
mother) than they have with adults at school. At home
children made a more equal contribution to the dis-
cussion, spoke on a broader range of topics, and parents,
unlike teachers, asked questions to which they did not
know the answers, really wanting to know.

In a new-entrant room | observed recently | was struck
by the fact that the children who seemed to be less moti-

vated to settle to tasks by themselves and to induige in
‘cruising behaviour” were boys. Which leads me to the
next issue: starting school is not a standardised procest.,
The range of individual experience is very broad indeed
Two factors of particular importance are (1) is the child a
boy or a girl? (2) is the child from the dominant culture or
a minority ethnic group?

Boys and girls

Continuity of experience for young children entering
school and moving through the junior school, is
important. We need to consider whether or not the expe-
riences we provide are as appropriate for boys as for girls.
In my own study a checklist based on the teachers’ com-
ments about school readiness was circulated to 300
parents with a child aged 4 years 11 months. While most
of the parents believed their child to be looking forward.
to starting school and to be socially mature, if the five-
year-old starting school is a boy he is likely to bring with
him fewer of the skills many new-entrant teachers would
like five-year-olds to possess than a girl will bring.
Although he will probably be confident in his rela-
tionship with adults and children, he usually will be less
able than a girl to express himself clearly. Seventy-five
percent of girls are described by their parents as ‘easily
understood’, but only 51% of the boys are. More than
three times as many boys as girls have ‘speech which can
be understood only with some difficulty.’

Although he will probably be able to recognise his own
name, it is much less likely that a boy will be able to print
it: 82% of girls, only 59% of boys. He wili probably be
able to count up to 10, but he will be less likely than the
girls to recognise the numbers: 60% of the girls could,
only 37% of boys. He may not recognise any letters of the
alphabet, or only a few. It is unlikely that he will rec-
ognise all of them: girls are four times as good at identi-
fying letters and about twice as many girls as boys can
identify all of them. Although he will be completely inde-
pendent in toilet matters and, in the view of his parents
at least, always blow his nose when necessary, he will
probably have problems doing up his shoes: 85% of girls
have this skill, but only 25% of boys. Many parents
would recognise their son in this description:

He can count confidently up to 6 and recognise the
numbers up to 6. He hasn’t shown a great interest in
learning to read but he says he’ll learn when he goes to
school. He can put his shoes on the correct feet, but
can’t tie them properly. He blows his nose when told
to, but finds sniffing easier.

One wonders if teachers, in planning their classroom
activities, take sufficient account of possible differences
in skills boys and girls may bring with them into the
classroom. How significant is it that when five-year-olds
move from a predominantly female pre-school envi-
ronment into a predominantly female junior school envi-
ronment not only are girls likely to possess more of the
skills thought to be desirable for early success at school,
but they also have a female role model with which to
identify?
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Minority ethnic groups

Similarly, we need to be sure that children from minority
ethnic groups move into a school where the programme
reflects, oris at least sensitive to, their own cultural back-
ground. The most illuminating study I know in this area
is Brian Jackson’s account of six children, each from a dif-
terent ethnic background, who al} live in one street in a
North of England town, all starting at the local school
together.

In New Zealand, although there are still many schonls,
particularly in the South Island, where the pupilsare pre-
dominantly Pakeha (European), coping with cultural dif-
ferences and providing appropriate experiences for
children from Polynesian (Maori and Pacific Islander)
families is one of the most challenging tasks facing New
Zealand junior school teachers. Children are now
entering schools from Te Kohanga Reo, pre-school
‘language nests’ run by Maori adults dedicated to
fostering the Maori language and cultural values.
Teachers in New Zealand must ensure some continuity
of the teaching of the Maori language and the values of
Maori cuiture. The New Zealand system of admitting
children one at a time, with emphasis on an individual
welcome and individual attention, is perhaps not the
most appropriate way for children coming from Te
Kohanga Reo where the ethos is the group. It has been
suggested that schools should receive groups of new ent-
rants, and their parents, rather than individuals.
Separate new-entrant reception classrooms are less
appropriate for Maori children than whanau (family)
groupings where older children share in the induction of
routines and look after younger members thus pro-
moting the concept of group support.

In Australia, Aboriginal children also have problems
with the ethos of the school. The Australian researcher
Christie has shown, for example, that:

Aborigiral children’s failure in school can to some
degree be attributed to their misunderstanding of the
process of formal schooling. In the view of Aboriginal
children (at least those at Milingimbi), school is a ritual
and success in learning English and in ‘reading,
writing and arithmetic’ is bestowed on those who
attend, who are good and who work in the sense of
being ‘busy’ but not ‘thinking hard’... in Aboriginal
rituals spectators are just as much participants as the
dancers. Thus, Aboriginal children are frequently
content to be spectators in classroom interactions that
are aimed to promote learning and do not perceive
that the role of spectator is ill-designed to enable them
to achieve success in that context.

Children from non-European cultures have often been
used to learning through looking, listening, talking,
doing, and using an oral tradition, rather than a literary,
written, tradition.

These objectives are met in the best junior classes
where programmes are based on meeting the interests,
needs, and abilities of children, through providing op-
portunities and experiences so that children can learn
naturally and confidently. Teachers are encouraged to

establish learning environments and programmes, using

resources flexibly, and to acknowledge the various social

and cultural experiences of the children, in order to help

each child reach her or his potential. Their programmes

acknowledge the following principles:

o children enter school at their own particular level of
attainment;

¢ children learn at their own pace;

¢ children should have responsibility for initiating some
of the learning and the situation in which it takes place;

¢ children learn best when they are actively involved;

¢ children need to talk about their experiences,
interests, and problems; .

® experiences must be meaningful and enjoyable for the
child;

® experiences must provide their own reward;

® experiences must provide motivation for future
learning;

® no one approach is suitable for all children or for any
one child all the time;

® no one grouping situation is suitable for all children or
for any one child all the time.

The childrens’ experience

Junior school teachers are providing experiences that are
meaningful and enjoyable for children. My colleagues
and I questioned one hundred five- and six-year-olds
about the things that they enjoyed about school and
those things that they did not enjoy. With few exceptions
they talked enthusiastically. Most children had a positive
self image; they liked school and felt confident that they
could do the activities the teacher provided; most of their
likes revolved around classroom activities - painting and
drawing, writing stories, various free choice activities
such as leggo and dressing up and, less frequently, -
reading and maths. Playing with friends, outdoor games
and activities were also mentioned, but to a lesser extent.
Nearly all their dislikes related to things that went on
outside the classroom, particularly fighting and being
bullied or teased by older children. Not having anyone to
play with or ‘when my best friend doesn’t want to be my
friend’ was also important.

From the children’s point of view if a teacher makes
them feel that she has their particular interests at heart, is
able to enter enthusiastically into their activities, and
appreciate their efforts, they usually regard school as a
good place to be. A teacher, however, can be approved
for a whole range of reasons quite as individual as the
children in her care. Perhaps she always says good
morning and listens when the children talk to her,
perhaps she laughs a lot, plays the guitar, is young and
pretty and dresses well, perhaps she is a man or just
happens to ‘wear glasses like mum’.

Children are attracted to large, bright, cheerful, sunny
rooms which look ‘alive’ and ‘busy’, because of the way
the teacher arranges activity corners, work displays and
furniture. One parent wrote:

My child enjoys the room itself. It's full of interesting
books, displays and posters, including posters telling
a story round the wall.
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-Although the perscnality of the teacher and the

classroom environment are central to a child’s feelings
about school, classroom activities : also important.
Because children e.pect to ‘learn’ when they go to
school, particularly learn to read and write, activities
helping them to achieve this ambition give them much
satisfaction.

While gregarious children may be delighted at the
number of children who are now potential friends, for
most, to be able to sit next to an old friend from pre-
school is what matters. The behaviour of ¢t ~r childrenis

single most important cause of anxiety about school.
vive-year-olds starting school are thrust into an envi-
ronment where there are many more children than they
have had to come to terms with before. They are often
frightened by the bullying behaviour of the older boys,
rough children who attack unprovoked, or throw away
possessions.

Some children hate staying at school for lunch, eating
sandwiches every day, and find lunchtime not long
enough. Some children have difficulty in accepting and
conforming to the demands of classroom routine and
organisation. A common complaint is having to siton the
mat for too long a period. Some parents report a general
anxiety experienced by their children because of not
knowing what is expected of them. It is quite common for

a five-year-old to be frightened of breaking rules not com-
pletely undersiood in the first place. Why can’t they play
with friends in other classes? Why do they have to ask to
go to the toilet? Why can’t they go outside when they
want to? Where, when, and why do they have toline up?
They may be worried about getting lost, or being in the
wrong place at the wrong time. What is that bell for? Is it
playtime, lunchtime or home time? As one child put it:

That bell rings ~1l the time. Bells ring in, bells ring out
~in, out, i, ou. all day long like that.

Settling into school also means behaving in a way
acceptable to the teacher. Many teachers place great
stress on children being ‘disciplined’, ‘obedient’ and
‘accepting the authority of the teacher’. They approve of
‘non-aggressive children” who ‘do what they are told,
and notjust when they feel like it’". But notall teachers are
lixe that. For me I would be happy with any teacher and
cluss programme if it meant at the end of the day, a
parent was able to write as one mother did:

Ian came out of the class all.smiles and talked non-
stop. He asked me straight away if school will be open
tomorrow because he wants to go every day it’s open.
At bedtime he said, ‘When I go to sleep I want to
dream about school’.

Notes:

Margery Renwick is a Senior Research Officer at the New
Zealand Council for Educational Research, Box 3237, Wel-
lington.

This set article is adapted from a paper given to the First Years
of School Conference, Sydney, May 1986.

Some of the same m:aterial has also been published in

Early Childhood: ldeals/Realities, Proceedings of the Australian
Early Childhood Association, 17th National Conference,
1985.

The quotations from parents, children and teachers, and the

whole research project can be read further in

Renwick, M.E. To School at Five: The Transition from Home or Pre-
school to School, Wellington: NZCER, 1984.

The contrast of a developmental and a learning approach to our

acquisition of knowledge is expounded in

Pratt, C. ‘The Transition to School: A shift from Developmentto
Learning’ in the Australian Journal of Early Childhood, Vol. 10,
No. 1, March 1985.

The National Foundation for Educational Research study which

revealed discontinuities can be found in

Cleave, Shirley; Jowett, Sandra; Bate, Margaret, And So To
School: NFER, Nelson, 1982.

Marie Clay’s recent study which led to her comments on oral

language can be found in

Clay, M.M. Engaging with the School System: A Study of Interac-
tions in the New Entrant Classrooms, University of Auckland
(1982), p. 18-19.

Graves’ approach to writing - often called process writing - can

be found discussed in the set item 'Encouraging Writing’' by

David Philips (No. 2, 1983), or in more detail in

Graves, D. Writing: Chuldren and Teachers at Work, New York:
Heinemann, 1982.

And in

Graves, D. Donald Graves in Australia — Children Want To Write,
NSW Primary English Teaching Association, 1981.

Anne Meade’s recent study which found very little adult/child
conversation in pre-schools is

Meade, A. The Children Can Chovse, Wellington: NZCER, 1985.

The study of language at home and at school is
Tizzard, B. and Hughes, M. Young Children Learning, Cam-
bridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1984.

Brian Jackson’'s account of six ethnically different children
starting school is

Jackson, B. Starting School, London: Croom Helm, 1979.

The suggestions for how Te Kohanga Reo children should

transfer to school comes from

Te Kohanga Reo and Primary Schools. A draft report froma Lopdell
Centre in-service course (1984).

The quotation on aboriginal children’s understanding of the

schooling process comes from

Graham, B. 'Learning the Language of Schooling: Consider-
ations and Concerns in the Aboriginal Context’. A paper
presented at the Conference on the First Year at School,
Sydney, 1986.

In Graham's paper the idea that spectators are as much partici-

pants as dancers in rituals is attributed to

Christie, M. Aboriginal Perspectives on Experiences and Learming:

The Rolv of Languag: in Aboriginal Education, Geelong: Deakin
University Press, 1985.

For further Australian perspectives see
Goodnow, J. and Burns, A. Home and School: A Child’s View,
Adelaide: MacQuarrie University, 1985.
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The too hard basket?

CLOSING THE GAP BETWEEN PARENTS AND TEACHERS

Cathy Wylie

UST after | finished writing the final report of a study

following 32 children through their first three years of

school, was trying to telt a friend who had a six year

old child, and another who had just passed out of the

junior school, what we had found. It scemed to the
teachers, | said, that where as they saw a spiral or zig-zag
process of learning in the classroom most parents had a
linear, arrow-like view of progress.

"Okay’, she said. ‘But I've just found out that Lucy can’t
read! And not because the school told me. had to find out
myself. Yot she's had all these glowing reports about how
well she's doing, what a jov she is to have in the class. |
mean — what's the point of that if she can’t read? If she's
behind others the same age?”

I outlined some of the research findings on how learning
can be undermined by summative assessment, streaming,
and continual grading of children refative to cach other.
“You're probably right’, she said, ‘but that's not what
counts.” In the workaday world, where only one person
can get the job, comparative ranking seemed much more
important.

Then we talked about what action she had taken. Every
day during the school holidavs she worked on her child’s
fetter and word recognition. She spoke to the teacher, who
promised that her child could do the Readmg Recovery
programme. The tag ‘recovery’ was unwelcome, but she
felt some intensive ctfort was necessary at this vital stage
of her child’s learning. She was further upset when she
learnt (from parents) of several other bright, assertive
children who had also “ended up’ in Reading Recovery. Yet
she was careful in her comnwunication with the teacher, and
unwilling to complain to the principal. She did not want
her children to suffer any resentment which a complaint
might cause.

I was saddened by her tale. 1 wondered it she would
have been so sceptical about diagnostic approaches to
learning and assessment if there had been closer, more
informative communication from teacher to home. She
needed specific intormation on the child’s progress, but
also about the classroom programme, and the signs ot
growing understanding and skill, especially those which
parents can see {and help build).

And the power of the teacher this story reveals! When
teachers discussed what helped, or hindered children’s
progress they kept coming up with a picture of the well
meamng but wndernmonte parent. What a contrast!

Why is it that parents and teachers can have such difter-
ent perceptions of the teacher’s role, and of what is impor-
tant or useful in children’s learning? We have some useful
msights to ofter from mterviews with the 62 teachers and

, 37 parents of the study children during their first three

years of school. From this study came some ways in which
the differences in perceptions could be bridged, for the
benefit of child, teacher, and parent.

From the Research

Parents' understanding of what their children are daing
at school, and the meaning of those activities, comes
mainly fronu:

¢ what comes home with the child (talk, homework,
reports);

e parents’ experience of the child’s classroom and teacher
{mainly mect-the-teacher sessions and informal contact
at the classroom door);

¢ comparison with other children -in other schools, orolder
siblings —or the parent’s own memories of schooling;

¢ mass media descriptions and evaluations of curricutum,
assessment, and standards.

How reliable and useful is this information? Media treat-
ment of education would need another article on its own!
It can be helpful; it can also be piccemeal, imbued with edi-
tors’ and reporters’ own lack of expertise, or coloured with
preconceptions and the need for a “good story”.

Children themselves are frustrating sources of informa-
tion about the school day! We should not be too surprised.
For they are actors in it, not observers. Parents learn of the
unusual rather than usual, and about play (friendships)
more than about work. They hear about “ability groups’
when children move in or out of them.

You've got to really prompt him to tind out what he did during
the day. Unless there's something that really sticks in his mind
- fike the fire engine came todav.

If 1 make a wrong assumption about o groap he’ll correct me,
whether his best friend is in it, say. It's background information
tor him.

Often she can't tell vou what vou want to know. She talks
about what the teacher savs, exciting things, new subjects,
themes, when she recognized that numbers were tollowing a
pattern, books she's read, songs theyre siging.

What comes home

Parvms’ most regular source of knowledge about their
child’s progress is what comes home in the schoolbag.
[t was rare for the children in cur study to bring home any-
thing but reading books in the first year. These were joined
by phonics or spelling words in the second year; one
teacher who thought spelling homework made no ditfer-
¢ nee Lo the children’s advance sent it, simply to satisfy par-
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enh' {g;th in homework. Some sums and project work
camé home in the third year.

The emphasis on reading in children’s homework in the
initial school years reflects its prominence in the junior
school curriculum.- But it alse reflects the activity-based
approach to mathematics i the widespread (NZ)
Beennme ~ oot Mathenatios material, which means that
there s not a lot ot maths written down in the first years.

Teachers were often ambivateat about sending writing
work home, until it had been "published’, that is, polishcd
and perhaps printed out. Their emphasis on process writing
does not meet some parcnts expegtallons that correct
spelling should come before the writing of narrative; this
explains some of the ambivalence. They also wanted to
have previous work of the children available at school as a
resource against which to assess progress and diagnose
continuing needs.

But the underlying reason for so little homework in the
junior schools was that teachers felt that children should
not be worked too hard - or in wavs which might under-
mine the learning process in their classrooms.

I discourage teaching at home. They're only six and seven, and
we work very hard. If they are rcall) _\llppm;,, - and none of
them are, apart from a little girl in maths - I wouldn’t necessar-
ily get back to the parents because it is an added pressure and
waorry on the children, and could end up in a real mess.

What 'm aiming for is that they love reading. If they don't get
it all right, it doesn t matter. But some parents think it's cheat-
ing if they tell the word from the picture, and they cover up the
picture. You have to educate parents. Too many children get
put off from that - 1t can be dangerous it they're told thev're no
good.

Homework

Homework crosses the two worlds that cach child lives in.
lome, and school. [t blurs the boundaries. But by the same
token it is also an important part of informing parents of
their child's progress, and of the kind of work which is
done in the classroom.

t's a bit carly to sav vet how he's doing. He's progressing in
the books he reads, but I'm not sure about maths, because 1t's
done at school.

W can see how she's going by the ticks in her book.

Reports

What about school reports? Parents did not often  ention
these as sources of information or say much about them
{(other than that they received them). In one sense, they
were taken far granted. However, the main themes
amongst those who commented were that end-of-vear
reports were frustrating - since it was too late to act on any
information they contained, or to contact the child’s
teacher (usually changing next vear as well) - and that it
was helpful to have information on the ¢hild’s <ocial
behaviour. Only one of our ten study schools sent reports
home mid-year to parents of second year children, and
only three to parents of third vear children.

All the schoot reports bar onc (in the third vear of
school) reported children’s progress individually, m refa-
tion to curriculum tasks or goais. Some were more speific
than others. Two parents, harking back to their own school
days, desired a more comparative torm of reporting,

Given the amount of time teachers spend on school
reports, and the black cloud that working on reports wraps
around the end of the school vear, their low profile with
parents raises some questions about their usefulness.
Perhaps other channels are needed to encourage parents’
l‘“ﬂntmn to, and support for, their children's learning,.

Parents at school

Most of the parents had been into their child’s class-
room at some time in all three years of school,
though not on a regular basis, particularly as the child
grew older, and often not for very long. Those who had
were usually appreciative of the changes since their own
school days.

1 was brought up under ‘you do this right, if you don't, you're
naughty’. Whereas they're being brought up in "You do this. If
you can’t, you do the best you can’. It's a completely different
style, which 1 think is lovely. I didn’t have any trouble in the
old system, but I saw kids having trouble - one of my best
friends, and she and T were probably on a par intellectually,

But most parents did not know how children were
assessed, and some of those we spoke to were quite mis-
taken in their understanding of what happened at their
child’s school. There was a prevailing, though not univer-
sal, trust that work was assessed, progress monitored - and
that parents would be told if there was any difficulty.

I have often wondered what they base progress on. | suppose
they give them tests and things, but I'm sure if there's anv
problem, if he wasn't keeping up, the teachers would tell me.

[nterviews

Parents often mentioned the parent-teacher interview as a
useful source, or reassurance, of their child’s progress at
school.

The first term parent-teacher interview was good. They said he
had been picking up things. He misses out some ot his words,
and uses others in the wrong place, and  correct him.

We don‘t have a clear conception of where she should be, espe-
cially in maths. We did ask specifically about that at the parent
interview, and accepted the teacher’s judgement that she was
doing fine.

Some gained knowledge to help them help their own child.

The teacher pointed out to me letters that Shane was doing
wrong, and I courd do them with him, show him how to do
them... 'm really quite happy with his schooling and the
progress he’s making, He can read quite well now.

LS4\ . /]
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I)arentq expect that correct
spellmg should come before
writing stories.

Assessment beyond the school

Aquartcr of the parents in our study worked out tor
themselves where their child was in relation to older
children in the family, friends who went to different
schools, or their own schooling.

My daughter was far more advanced at reading than Oliver s
bul I don’t know that her comprehension was alwavs as good.

We're not sure what sort of progress she should have made. [ts
hard to have a benchmark. She seems to be doing perfectly
well, to be competent _I've noticed one child in particular who
she sees from ime to time who seemed to be further ahead
terms of her wriding ababity than Emma was, writing stories
herself. And the parents of the child made comments onat. |
think there are children who are progressing more quickly than
Emma - but all the ones we can compare with are going to
read perfectty well and reach a particular level. Whether one
will reach a level six months ahead ot the others, who knows.
Thev're all going to be perfectly competent.

RIS
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Uneven progress

e last quotation brings us to a central issue for con-

temporary teachers: what kind of evidence of progress
is most appropriate and uscful. Progress, in the eves of the
teachers in our study, was o ~piral, rather than lincar
process  ar sometimies g process with sudden, unpre-
dictable feaps tollow ed by plateauy, or very gentle rises,
Framples were given to us of children whose rapid speed
ot skill acquisition in the tirst few vears of schooling was
toliowed by levelling, or some dechine, so that they could
be surpassed by others whose initial school progress had
been less marked.

Teachers now also generally accept that children learn at
different rates, sometimes thmugh different routes. The
research evidence which says that internal motivation is
very important to children’s learning is also accepted.
Though most classes did their reading and mathematics
work in ability groups, only one school used the colour
codes of reading book levels to name their groups. Stickers
and stamps were given out in many classrooms, but they
were given to encourage as well as reward; and some
teachers kept close records of who had received what, to
ensure an even spread. Assessment was mainly throngh
individual running records and curriculum checkpoints
rather than class tests of the same items.

New Zealand junior school classrooms are remarkably
free of the standardising tormat of American classrooms
with their strong emphasis on tests and grades (even to the
ertent of putting the results up on classroom walls).
Nonetheless, some practices (such as ability grouping)
which allow comparison and suggoest there are reliable
standards to measure individual children against, are still
present, and they were indeed used by the parents in our
study to satisfy themselves (or not) about their children’s
progress,

The <shitt in teaching to diagnostic rather than summary
assessment means that “results” otten need knowledge ot
the curricubum to be fully understood or appreciated. They
need more translation for parents, especially for those
raised themscelves on fixed “standards”.

How can the classroom teacher ride at the same time the
two horses of (1) encouraging internal motivation and (2)
providing evidence of progress in summary form for par:
ents and others bevond the classroom process? It is not a
dilemma that is about to go awav: on the contrary. There is
increasing emphasis at the national level on accountability
and standards, and these set fromeworks which classroom
teachers cannot ignore. New South Wales, for example,
introduced compulsory basic skills testing in literacy and
numeracy in the third and sinth grades in 1989, The new
New Zealand assessment framework is designed to pro-
vide intormation on levels of achievement at school
entrance, and at Form 1 (Year 7) and Form 4 (Year 10). The
New Zealand national assessment is likely to have anitem-
bank tormat, allowing teacher choice. If this format is
aceepted, 1t will provide more flevibility than the New
Sonth Wales svstem. Nonetheless, in New Zealand, con-
cerns have been eapressed that use of the “framework’
couid foster inter-child and mter-school comparison. Also
the framework of tevels makes it casy to slide (back) into
thinkmg all children must meet a set standard at a certan
stage or age, despite the very real difticulties in deciding or
detimng that standard

Parents undermine teachers?

Our interviews tound teachers worrying about parents
undermimnmy, their best eftorts with old fashioned

attitudes or discouraging teaching techniques, Parents’
d'”)rmch to reading, writing, and mathematics may differ
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from those used today in the classroom. Old school tech-
niques such as rote learning and copying have been over-
taken. It is often hard for teachers to see the "help’ parents
give their children at home as positive if it comes in these
forms. Yet, like the teachers” own balancing act (with the
distribution of stickers and stamps, and the names they
give ability groups so that they do not order the children
into a frozen hierarchy of ability and expectation) perhaps
it is the total context of learning which matters most rather
than individual practices: Recent research material on
home reading certainly suggests that different approaches
to reading and texts can complement rather than compete
with the school approach (with its emphasis on fictional
‘stories’) and this even when there are different cultures in
the home.

Our interviews found teachers
worrying about parents undermining

their best efforts with
old-fashioned attitudes.
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Teachers” concern about parental practices at home is
also an expression of the ambiguity thev feel in their joint
responsibility, with parents, for children. How can they,
ensure that parents are indeed supportive?

The teachers in the study thought it was important for
parents to support their children. As far as school work
was concerned, they wanted parents to hear their child
read at home, check or help with their spelling (it they
were doing some writing or spelling at home), and show
interest in their work and progress. Parents were seen as
interested if they came to collect their child after school,
stayed to look at the classroom and their child’s work,
signed the reading books sent’home (and actually listened
to the child), turned up to parent-teacher interviews, and

contacted the teacher to let her know of any ¢
changes in the home.

concerns, or

Parents put pressure on children to do eatra things, they
alwavs expect them to be on top form....one parent does mult-
plication tables with his child, vot the child has no concepts for
anvthing. Parents want to know if their child will go onto
Standard t (Year 2), as though that was the point to aim for as
quickly as possible. They won't accept differences in children,
and be supportive and say, ‘Well done’. [f one ¢! ild they know
reads twice as fast or twice as many books, they want their
child to do the same.

They worry about the spelling, but not the flow ot stories

1 writing.
Farlier in the vear we had parents dashing in at 3 o’diock,
opening the child’s tote bag, searching throug' all their books
to see what thev've done during the dayv and saving ‘Where's
vour reading book?” The Rids are just shaking, And we try to
sav to them, "Look, the children have been at school 5 hours,
thev've had enough, they want to go home and have a break”’

Teachers try to protect children’s confidence, motivation
and tree time. But in the process thev - and the children
they care for - may miss oul on the benefits of closer work
with parents. Well-informed parents are more likely to be
supportive of both teacher and child. This becomes increas-
mylyv miportant in devolved school systems (such as New
Zealand’s has become, and as some states are heading
toward in Australia) for two reasons. First, parents, as
trustees, are now rcs‘pons‘iblc for school policy and
cmployment. Sccond, there is an increasing
reliance) on ltocal resources.
prowing

emphasis (or
I'his means lhat there are
Baps between sehools in different communities.




E

The human, financial and cultural resources available to a
child at home also make a difference in children’s learning,
often favouring children of middle class (and assertive)
parenis. Improving the resources parents can provide, or
making better use of those resources, is therefore increas-
ingly vital to the success ot teaching, particularly in low
MCOMEe areas.

The value of parental support and understanding may
scem obvious to many classroom teachers, and to others sim-
ply another item to add to the list of good-things-to-be-done,
but-where-will-I-find-the-time? Many have tried innovative
sessions for parents only to find that those who turned up
were ‘not the ones who needed to’. But the issue will not go
away, and every school and teacher would bene-
fit from devising a kit of various strategies for working with
parents, ranging from ‘preparing the ground’, through,
keeping information flowing both ways, to, dealing with
potentially awkward situations when thev arise.

Certainly there are questions of time to be resolved.
Often teaching is seen as consisting of one teacher with a
class, face to face with children. But planning is part of
good teaching, as are other activities which teachers under-
take outside the classroom. Perhaps it is less important
than we think for children to spend the whole of their day
with a single teacher.

Effective occasions with parents

n our study there were few occasions on which teachers

had made an effort to reach parents to explain their
approach to the curriculum. These occasions were in fact
all a great success.

They had a lovely night in the middle terin when they got par-
ents down and they went through a tvpical writing session and
how they model and get ideas and they got parents writing
and parents tound it really hard!

Bv watching Suzanne for about halt an hour one morning writ-
ing I have a much better idea of what writing is about, and the
importance of the flow of writing rather than getting every-
thing correct. [don’t want more bits of paper.

Parents also need to know how to best approach teachers
to find out abour their child’s school life and progress, or to
express any unease they feel. One strategy schools and
individual teachers could use is to launch the year with a
session involving role-play and good humour (perhaps
using training videos such as John Cleese has made?) to
bring teachers and parents together. And avoid episodes
like this:
I find it difficult to respond to somebody \\-ho comes to the
door in class time with, "How's he getting on?” Because he's
there, and <o's evervbody vlse And that's when vou say, ‘fine,
no problem’ ' - - '

Sharing responses to situations like this is a useful focus for
staff development. It’s also important to analyse existing
home-school channels such as homework (or what goes
home), teacher-parent intervicews, and reports, to see
whether they are meeting the needs of both teachers and
parents, and whether they could be made more vital,

The development of tcmhm;., as a profession has contin-
wally pushed forward our understanding of the ingredients
and processes of learning and what can be achieved.
Perhaps warking with parents, translating the work of the
school into the terms of the home. and vice versa,
rent trontier to be crossed.

is the

Q

set would like to publish another item on the topic of school-
parent communication - a “what works’ compilation of teachers’
ewn innovations and practices. So please write to us if you have

useful ideas to pass on: set, P O Box 3237, Wellington,
New Zealand.
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F PARENTS are to help with the teaching in a school, what

do we need to consider? In an Australian primary school in

1986 parents helped teach painting, poetry, music and

dance to nine-year-olds. From this experience we can fearn
the advantages, pleasures, pitfalls and problems.

In this school the arts are regarded as part of the core curncu-
lum. Professional artists had been hired and have performed and
taught successfully in the school. However, it was argued that
competent parents could be used if they were approached to

,~lunteer, and were available at a particular time. No cost would

Nikki Slade

be involved. Also, it was envisaged that parents with interests
and skills (but not at professional level) also could assist with
children’s artistic experiences if given the opportunity. 1t was also
hoped that if parents contributed to the arts, the levels of parental
involvement would change.

Levels of Parental Involvement

I Yreviously most parents in the school had been fundraising or
just an audience. The challenge was to introduce parental
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

39




involvement according to their initiative, competence, power and

mpmsibllity Training some parents was regarded as necessary;
the format was unspecified.

There were traces of the ‘closed door’ attitude by teachers, the
feeling that children’s social education should be left to the home
and that education at school should be left to teachers. We will
~ee how these feelings tared.

1he following figure shows how levels of parental involvement
mught be modelled.

Levels of Parental Involvement

Level 1  Audience
Level 2 Fundraiser
Level 3 Spectator
Aide
Performs tasks or instruction under the
teacher's control
Organiser
Level 4 Instructor
Professional
Non-Professional
Skilled
Level 5 Adult Learner
Levei 6 Policy Maker
Level 7 Advocate

Levels 3, 4 and 5 are the ones the study investigated.

Generally the Professionals were the first parents to try teaching.
These parents had qualifications in the arts and one parent in the
group had teacher training. The second group were Non-
Professionals, parents who had formal qualifications in teaching
but had not practiced as full time teachers for some time, or, were
parents with competence in some aspects of the arts but without
teacher training, The third group was the Skilled group, consisting
of parents who had acquired a skill in a training session. In some
instances they were assisted by Organisers, who were parents
who assumed responsibility for materials and equipment but did
not instruct the children. A teacher was present at all sessions
conducted by parents.

Questionnaires, videoing, field notes, observat ons, interviews
and case studies were used.

A look at each level

Level 3, Organiser

It is natural for people who are keen to help a school to be
asked to do jobs well away from the classroom, such as assist-
ing in the tuckshop or a clothing pool. At this school natural
organisers became much more closely involved after some mini-
mal training. For example, one Organiser spent time at a school
art workshop learning how to organise materials, then, in part-
nership with another parent, organised art materials during
school art excursions. The second parent Organiser became
involved because the first had invited her, Organisers, I found,
could assist usefully in the classroom and some could involve
other parents in projects, usually with benefit,

Level 4, Professional

'he Professional parent has qualifications in the arts and works
full time in an art. In this school those who helped had many
skills in different art forms, used fluent artistic discourse, were
not dependent on the class teacher, and set high expectations for
student competence. These characteristics are illustrated in the
following case study.

Casc Study - Elms
Elms was a Professional parent, who operated beyond a passive
P
l'"!e and became a ‘partner in educational creativity', Fie had been

—.———_l

up to this time an untapped source for improvi'ng children's
learning. Elms operated at Level 4 because of his qualifications
which included fine arts expertise. After working with the child-
ren Elms made suggestions for the curriculum.

Elms was the owner of an art gallery; he dealt in paintings.
Elms volu-iteered to work with the children in the painting cycle
even though he was not teacher-trained. Elms decided to invite
the children to an arts exhibition involving the works of Absalom,
Pro Hart and Sawrey and to instruct the children in the character-
istics peculiar to each artist's work. For example, Elms said, 'All
artists have peculiarities and one thing Absalom does well is
paint_skies’. Also, 'Pro Hart (paints) colourful pictures with
figures and a brand of humour’. Elms communicated the impor-
tant aspects of the artists' paintings by showing the children the
painting, pointing out the features and asking the children if they
had any questions. A child asked for example, 'How did he get
the bumps!' Elms answered simply by explaining that the bumps
were petrified trees not anthills.

Elms chose to instruct the children in the use of an arts cata-
logue and the organisation of his gallery. He set the task of recog-
nising the different artists’ work on display and helped the
children identify paintings by use of the catalogue. He monitored
their responses by talking to the children. Elms taught the chil-
dren for approximately one hour. He did not require teacher
assistance.

Elms himself decided on the content of the session, but the
teacher affirmed this procedure and organisation beforehand
While no difficulty occurred in this particular session, difficulties
were encountered in sessions when the Professionals concen-
trated on the acquisition of knowledge which they considered
important and took little regard of the children's mastery of skills.
This approach usually resulted in them losing touch with the chil-
dren.

I found that the competence of parents can be used to advance
children's artistic learning. Not all Professional parents are suited
to instructing a whole class, but they could all provide individual
assistance to children, supporting the teacher’s role.

Level 4, Non-Professional

Some of these parents had formal qualifications as teachers but
had not practiced full time for some time. Others had no formal
qualifications but were competent in some aspect of the arts.

[ found that those without pedagogical training could aperate
as successfully as those who had been irained; they were just as
able to instruct the children in the artistic task. With both groups
the children completed the tasks competently.

There was a significant difference between them however,
those who had not previously taught, gained confidence, but
were still the less confident group at the end. All these Non-
Professionals used artistic discourse at a somewhat less sophisti-
cated level than that of the Professional but kept a harmony
between verbal instruction and démonstration. They were also
rather more dependent on the class teacher for advice, specifically
about handling children and organisational procedures, for exam-
ple, one was hesitant in giving permission for children to work in
pairs, while another needed advice about storing equipment.

Case Study ~ Hobson

Hobson, a Non-Professional was a parent without artistic qualifi-
cations, He was interested in sketching and cartooning and wa<
self taught. He had not previously worked in the school, vet, this
project showed that he could instruct the children in drawing,
therefore he could play an active role. Hobson commenced his
session by showing the children samples of the task, which was
to draw a blue shark and Donald Duck. In directing the exercise
Hobson required the children to identify the basic shapes, for
example, the basic shape of the shark was an oval. Hobson
showed the children one of the methods that he used to shade
sketches. This required the usce of tissue tu gain effect in perspec-
tive. Hobson dirccted the chiidren’s efforts by encouraging them
to make their shading darker, to shade within the area and to
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apply pressure. He showed the children how to overcome diffi-
culties, for example, when a child could not fit her drawing on a
page he helped her to make a composite picture.

Hobson taught the children in the manner which the dass
teacher could not. the dass teacher could not give step by step
~setch Donald Duck. Hobsen
s teacher tor direction. He
abeut the best position tfrom which to instruct the

Sdren md tor iiormation regarding storage of materials. In an

‘ervien at the end of the session Hobson indicated that his

nhidence had increased in handling the children. He had had
evperience of teaching out of school and said he found it casier to
work with children in the schoot than in his home.

I tound that the Non-Protessional parents possessed skills and
would specity a learning goal, give an explanation and/or demon-
stration and actively supervise the children's progress. The skills
possessed by parents added variety to the interpretation of the
curriculum And these parents did not need training,

Onhv a hittle time 1s needed to prepare toinvoly e parents if they
possess shills and are supported by the statt. At this ievel,
however. parent involy ement depends on the school taking steps:
these parents did not volunteer without the school's encourage-
ment

Level 4, Skilled

These parents were ot experts At this school they were parents
who had indicated their interest in the arts, showed knowledge
and shills at an imtial mecting and acquired knowledge and skills
durm;,, training, ~essions. These parents had the ability to learn
and teach skalls moa particalar art. On the whole they had insuffi-
cient command of fanguage to deseribe the activity but, by
demonstrating, they conveved their intentions, Most of them
depended on wntten lesson plans to guide the instruction they
pave

the hidren
Jderendent on e .
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Case Study - Stack and White

Stack and White woere parents swwho worked as a team. They had
both attended a tramming session to learn the technique of
marbhng

White read an autumn poem as an introduction to the lesson
and then told the children that the activity was to learn the tech-
mique of marbling using autumn colours. However, the children
were required first to draw an autumn picture using pastels. In
fact the parent directed the children to draw in cravon which was
amisleading instruction.

White then gave a verbal explanation of the technique of
marblhing and then Stack and White demonstrated the technique.
White's explanation was not ¢clear However, the demonstration
helped the children understand. During the session the teacher
intervened when the Cldren obvioushv had misunderstood the
imstructions and orgamisational procedures. Throughout the
session, Stack reterred to the lesson outlines supplied durm;,, the
traming sessions

Stack and White bad previousdy plaved passive roles, tor exam-
ple. assisting in the tuckshop. This study showed that parents like
Stack and White are willing, often keen, to learn a new skill; the
lack of skill need not prevent parent involvement. Parents who
acguire shills cane provide enriched experience for children;
however. parents who acquire <kills need the support and pres:
ence ot teachers durning istruction; and. written instructions hely
some parents

Training — 'Parents Instructing Parents’

T‘.\h project ditterentiated ditferent tevels of instruction and it
imolved parents mstructing parents The parents like Stack
and White spent approximately one hour bemng, trained in an art
<Ml by a poet, a panter, a musician, or staff members. A school
need not assume total responsibility for training, parents.

After the parents had worked with the children, we realised
'lnl (1) a trammng session of one hour ~ duration 1s insufficient

preparation tor some, (i) the traming sessions were held too close
to the class session: this prevented parents raising quernes or
recognising difficulties which might occur for them.

The Professional/Lay Distinction

he study indicated that the professior.' /lay distinction

which categorises the teacher as “professional’ and the parent
as 'lay" is too simple. While teachers are professionally trained to
teach, parents with different competencies can assist. The study
suggests that the open door” model for schools needs modifying,
if we want to utilise parents beyond passive roles and also
bevond the active role of being a simple aide within the class-
room. Cur experience was that parents can become instructors,
but teachers do remain in control,

Other Findings

1. Increased Involvement of Parents
t the commencement of the project, 52 percent of the tamilies
with children in Year 4 (Standard 3) chose to become
involved. By the end of the project 84 percent were involved.

2. Increased Communication
Seventeen of the 25 parents interviewed after the project said thev
now had increased communication (in some form) with the
school; 8 spoke of their increased confidence in communicating
with children, 6 spoke of increased confidence within themselves:
4 considered that the way they related to children had changed
Some parents expressed difficulty with the written question-
naire, some found they tended to think that the children under-
stood instructions when in fact, thev didn't, and the learning
environment of the home proved more ditficult than the school
environment for some. The parents had some queries about class-
rocm activities too.

»

3. Increased Social Contact
Seventeen of the parents saw greater social contact as one of the
positive outcomes. Inereased socialising, began between parents
and parents, parents and children, and, parents and teachers.

4. Parent influence on School Arts Curriculum

While, the project provided some parents with insight into the
schoal's art curriculum, the schoal gained trom the parents who
worked professionally within the arts. They were invited to
submit suggestions for the school arts curriculum after they had
worked in the classrcom. Some of these provided a different artis-
tic interpretation of the curriculum and were used in the remain-
der of the projec

5. Cost Saving

The cost saving came rrom the veluntary services provided by
parents This was in contrast to the fee charged by professionals
(non-parents) who visited the school.

6. Potential for Future Parent Involvement

Twentv-four of the 25 parents interviewed advocated future
parent involvement. Some parents requested the same level of
mvolvement in future programmes. This challenged the schoal to
encourage parents to turther develop their skills in order to
change their instructional roles. The majority of prents wanted
the 9-year-old children's art esperiences extended further

Inhrcxhn;,l\ most parents preferred working with their own
children.

7. Improved Learning

buring the class sessions the children were generally receptive to
the artistic activities provided by parents; some of the activities
required skills which the class teacher would not have taught.
The children at first found 1t difficult to articulate what théy had
learnt, but showed enjovment and satisfaction from the new
experiences. With time and experience the children began to talk
about their art experience.
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Introduction

EEPING Ourselves Safe (KOS) is a step-by-step

personal safety programme for children aged

from five vears to secondary school. Howas

developed as a result of police and teachers’

coneerns about the ligh incidence of chitd sexual abuse in

the community and the unsuitability ot the traditional
‘Dangerous Stranger” information

Personal safety programmes have been used in schools

in Canada and the USA since the mid 1970°s. An American

program, ‘Protective Behaviours’, was adopted by most

Australian Fducation Authorities in 1975, This is an

empowerment model which aims 1o develop assertiveness

gy voung children without referring to their sexuality. In

New Zealand the Police exainined and rejected the
programme on the grounds that it was culturally inappro-
priate as well as too vague to develop the highly complex
safety concepts needed by voung, children.

The Keeping Qurselves Safe primary school curriculum
took siv years to produce. It is markedly difterent from the
carlier American/Australian programmes. [t adopts an
honest and open approach, accepting that sexual nusbe-
haviour occurs and can present problems for children.
Ideally, it is taught alongside other curriculum to develop
self esteem and assertiveness skills.

In 1989-1990, I evaluated the Protective Behaviours
programme usced with children of 5 to 8 vears in South
Australian schools. Results were disappointing. Then in
December, 1990, 1 evaluated KOS in primary schools in
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New Zealand, in Taranaki, a rural arca, and in Porirua a
low SES suburb. Two hundred and fiftv-cight children
were interviewed. The children and the schools repre

sented o balance of socro-ecenen caloaral and abality

R

Findings

~ 'S WCOPR

he satest responses to all types of satety questions,

mduding those involving sexual misbehaviour, came
rrom children i a multi-cultural, low socio-ecanomic
~choolin the Porirua arca. This success can be attributed to
the fact that teachers had taught the programme conscien-
tiously alongside curriculum for self esteem and assertive-
ness so that conflict resolution methods and respecet for
children’s rights had become away of lite. In addition, the
schoal had provided information sessions and involved
parents throughout the programme, sending week by
week messages relating to what had been taught and how
parents might help.

Some of the least safe responses to all tvpes of questions
came from a ‘middle-class’ school where the programme
had been only partially taught by teachers who assumed
that middle-class children are immune from sexual
molestation and do not need safety skills. These highly
protected children did not believe that they could do
anything to stayv safe if they encountered sexual misbe-
haviour. Thev had no idea what to do if they became

detached from their parents in crowded places, Their

faulty, stereotvped notions of the evil, ugly, male stranger
who lures children into ears ensured that they were highly
vulnerable to unscrupulous but seemingly kindty adults of
both sexes,

Children’s concepts of safe
and unsafe

hildren of 5 to 6 vears trust all adults implicitly. Adults

are “safe’. Five-year-olds are relatively fearless, Fears
increase with age, experience and the development of
imagination. In the early years however, adults are viewed
as their protectors from the real dangers, i.c., being in the
house alone, dealing with nightmares and fears of night-
time monsters, ghosts and bedroom shadows.

The research showed that parents are viewed as child-
ren’s protectors even when those parents have already
been reported for maltreating them. Even deviant parents
sometimes get up in the night to comfort a crying child
who is having nightmares and take their frightened child-
ren into their beds to calmy them. The only children who
<aid that thev feared nothing were identified by teachers as
bovs who lived in very violent homes, They had adopted
an ‘I'm not scared of anvthing approach’, probably as a
detence mechanism to counter the harshness of their
world Alarmingly, these children were the ones who later
suggested the use of extreme violence to resolve minor irri-
tations.

As children grow older, their fears increase to include
experiences such as surgical operations, hospitals, tratfic
accidents, carthquakes. Ten pereent of children had visited
a s00 Al of these children named large, caged animals
and reptiles as responsible for major tears.

Conclusions and reconimendations on safe and unsaefe

Young children are most afraid of imaginary creatures.
Fhey view all adults as their protectors: This makes them
*--zhly vulnerable to molestation.

The school curricuium should address children’s fears,
especiatly their fears of imaginary creatures. Information
programmes should alert parents to the extent of the prob-
lem.

Children should be given the opportunity to talk about:

- their anxieties relating to being in the house alone;
their fears of monsters under the bed and in the
wardrobe;

- ghosts, shadows and noises in the night. Problem solv-
ing sessions should be provided to enable children to
work out practical wavs of tackling these universal
anxieties.

When teachers and parents plan visits to zoos, they
should ensure that the visits are educational and do not
merely increase the potentiat for nightmares about lions,
tigers, wolves and snakes.

Young children are afraid of violence

hen children were asked, ‘Do people ever make you
feel unsafe or scared?’, there were two types of
response.

(1) Those who lived in violent surroundings referred
only to violence.

(2) Children who had previously registered their fears of
monsters and ghosts (in that order), referred to people who
dress up as monsters and ghosts, particularly mentioning
fears of Hallowe’en. While children enjoy dressing up, they
are afraid of other people who wear sheets, costumes and
masks which conceal their identfties.

Other pointers: children in low socio-economic, multicul-
tural areas often described the knife fights and domestic
violence that they witnessed. From six years upwards,
most children were afraid of violence in the school play-
ground and on the route to and from school. They also
referred to television violence. Ten percent of children had
experienced burglaries and were afraid of intruders. Most
children were afraid of their parents’ uncontrolled anger
and of physical punishment,

Conclusions and recommendations on fears of violence
Fears of Hallowe’en were so widespread that schools
should abandon all Hallowe’en activities.

The curriculurn: for 5- to 8-year-olds should include prob-
lem solving activities on, "How could somebody stay safe if
grown-ups are fighting?... Suppose that it didn’t work,
what else could they do?’

Most parents would be shocked to know of the extent to
which their children fear their arguments, anger and physi-
cal punishment. Children view all parental anger as seri-
ous because they cannot. differentiate between arguments
that are serious or trivial.

Domestic violence is such a common problem that parent
vducation programmes should find ways of tackhing this
sensitive issue. Young children are incapable of assessing
the seriousness of parents” arguments and those who lived
in violent homes had already adopted violence and the use
of knives as an acceptable means of meeting their needs.
This suggests that conflict resolution skills should be
adopted by all schools and shared with parents.

The right to reject
inappropriate touching

or children to stay safe from sexual abuse, they must be
Fable to say ‘No’ and escape from uncomfortable,
confusing, improper and unwanted touching. To stay safe,
children have to ignore all that parents and teachers have
previousty taught about good children being those who
please and obey adults.
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Regardless of their age, one-third of children revealed
that, in matters of unwanted touching, their protests are
ignored by both the perpetrators and their parents. Many
children asserted that their pleas for adults to desist merely
provide the stimulus for perpetrators to increase their
unwanted activities: adults tind children s protests amus-
ing. Twenty percent of subjects already Anew, from experi-
ence that their mothers do not support them when they
turn to them tor help to stop unwanted wrestling, kisses,
tickting, ctc. They said that help is least likely to be avail-
able when complaints involve adult relatives or family
friends. Complainants are accused of being “spoil-sports,
babvish’, etc., when they protest.

Caring parents would be shocked to know that their
voung children are cynical about their willingness to
protect them from other adults. ‘They stick together and
don’t look after kids” was the common cry. Alarmingly,
many children had already adopted a ‘victim stance”:
‘What's the use of saying anything... it doesn’t do any
good... it might even make things worse.’

In marked contrast, when children had undertaken KOS
with parent support, these matters had already been
discussed in the home and children knew that their moth-
ers would protect them.

Conclusions and recommendation on inappropriate
touching

It is clearly insufficient to tell children that thev have the
right to reject unwanted touching: children are empowered
only if adults support them. Education programmes must
ensure that all parents understand the importance of
respecting children’s wishes relating to being touched,
tickled, etc., by older siblings, relatives or family friends.
This respect must, of course, include their own touching.

Children’s attitudes to ‘rude’
behaviour and secrets involving
rudeness

hildren as voung as five years are very conscious of

‘rude behaviour’. They define ‘rude’ as toileting
matters and the exposure of genitals, buttocks, underwear
or reference to any of these. Most children volunteered the
information that they had aiready been reprimanded or
witnessed the reprimand of others for leaving the toilet
with ‘pants’ at ‘half-mast’ or similar offences. Most had
been reprimanded by adults for using ‘rude talk’. In other
words, teachers” and parents’ day to day attempts to
develop modesty in children had resulted in their very
clear associations of rudeness with badness and punish-
ment.

Children were aware of adults” double standards: they
told interviewers that they had seen adults behave rudely
in a variety of places, especially on television. They know
that adults are hypocritical and the offence of rudeness is
confined only to them.

Children of 5 to 8 vears said that they would have to

keep all rude brhaviour secret (whether requested to do so-

or not) because rude is naughty and naughty means that
‘vou've done something wrong... it's vour own fault...
vou're bad... you'll getinto big trouble.. grown-ups will go
mad.” Unless children had been exposed to KOS with
conscientious teachers, they believed that, if they encoun-
tered sexual musbehaviour, it must be therr own fault. It
they reported it, thev would be punished twice over, first,
because it had happened to them and, second, because
reporting it would necessitate mentioning ‘rude’ things.

Children as voung, as five years said that they would feel
guilty, responsible and blo e themselves it rude behaviour

@ pened.

At seven vears, children would keep rude behaviour
seeret (whether asked to do so or not) because they would
be embarrassed and afraid that other people might find
out. They said that peers would ostracise them and belittle
them with jeers such as, ‘She’s yukky! She must be stupid!
Guess what she did!’

Sexual offenders invariably impose secrecy on their
victims, threatening that terrible things will happen to
them if they ‘tell’. This research showed that, without
safety education which tackles the secrecy problem, all
children will keep all adults’ secrets, especially these
involving sexual misbehaviour. They believed that, if they
disclosed such a secret to their mothers, their mothers
would report the disclosure to the perpetrators and the
victims would be punished by both.

Many children had already experienced reprimands for
telling famiiy secrets. And when police or teachers had
taught children that they must only keep good
surprises/secrets about Christmas and birthdays, some
parents had added their own addendums to ensure that
family secrets are maintained. In every case, this resulted
in confusion : children suggested that they might be-able to
tell the good secrets that made people happy but they
could never tell bad ones or family secrets for fear of trou-
ble.

The research showed that it is comparatively easy to
teach children about which secrets they should keep and
tell. However, without KOS, a knowledge of their rights;
and confidence in their parents, children may try to reject
adults’ secrets about sexual abuse. But they are unlikely to
‘tell’.

It is important to note that, although teachers are
involved in safety education, they are not viewed as possi-
ble children’s helpers because they are perceived as having
powers only within their own classrooms.

When KOS had been well taught with parent involve-
ment, children were confident of their rights and could
suggest a variety of safety strategies to-escape from and
report secrets involving sexual misbehaviour. In contrast to
others, these «hildren believed that if they told their moth-
ers, thev woulu be praised for their efforts.

Conclusions and reconumendations on "rude’ behaviour

Parents often believe that their children are safe from
molestation. Mothers claim that they have open family
relationships and their children would inform them if they
were anxious about someone’s behaviour.

This research shows that, thanks to.common child rear-
ing practices, children will tell us nothing about ‘rude’
behaviour unless they know, from experience, that their
parents (or teachers) can handle such reports without
excessive emotional and punitive reactions.

The findings in this section must be incorporated in
parent education programmes.

The myth of the dangerous stranger

hildren who have not been involved in KOS have

faulty notions of the dangerous stranger. The stranger
is defined as a male, evil looking monster who is "huge...
like a bear... like a wolf... who steals things... kills kids.” As
children grew older, their descriptions became more vivid,
providing long lists of the horrors they commit.

These children confirmed that their intervieveer {who
had just flown in from Australia) was not a stranger
because:

- she was female and strangers are male;

- she looked “sort of kind... sounds nice... looks nice (like

granny)'... and strangers are ugly;

- she was in school and teachers would never allow

strangers to enter a school building;
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- she wears reading specs (like g

don’t wear those.

Children who had not been exposed to KOS said that
they had never seen a stranger but thev would instaniiy
recognise one it they saw one.

Without - programme

e ~trange!

ranny) and strangers

to tes e inkiren how o select a
at tmes o entergency . children made outra-

coushy dangerous suggestions for staving sate in the

sent of losmyg parents i busy, crowded plaws. For exam-
pleswhen lost in large stores, they would never approach
an assistant for help because assistants would not know
their names nor where they lived and, furthermore, shop
assistants have to serve people and cannot leave their
counters to take children home. They might, however, take
them to bad strangers.

Similarly, when lost at a Christmas parade, children
would not approach police or traffic officers (because they
are on duty and couldn’t take kids home) but they would
approach Lions” Club men collecting money or ‘men who
sell things to kids'.

Without KOS, fears of the mythical stranger could send
lost children straight into the arms of unscrupulous people
who appear to be kind. And yet it is easy to take children
on visits to large stores and crowded places to teach them
how to approach the safest strangers for help. Rangikura
School did just that, with great success. KOS children
suggested long lists of safety strategies and they were able
to put them in priority order.

Child molesters invariably use tricks,

“bribes, threats and secrecy to seduce
children

hildren know that their peers use tricks, b -ibes, threats

and blackmail to make other children ¢- things that
thev do not want to do. Without safety educatiun, they do
not realise that adults use the same strategies for the same
purpose.

Children ean be taught to recognise adutlts’ tricks, bribes
and blackmail associated with sexual misbehaviour. Those
who had undertaken the KOS programme with conscien-
tious teachers identified possible tricks and suggested
sound safety strategies for handling them. Taranaki child-
ren who had not started the KOS programme but had
learned about strangers” tricks trom their police education
officer, also provided safe answers to these questions.

The voungest children were the most susceptible to
tricks. Half of all five-year-olds revealed that they would
accompany any female stranger (with a car) who
pretended to be collecting them from school on their
mother's imstructions. Comparatively few children of Sto 7
vears knew wnat the procedure would be if a parent was
unable to collect them.

Without specific problem solving experience relating to
tricks, bribes, threats and blackmail, children believed that
any adult who looks kind and/or pretends to be a friend is
indeed a friend and can be trusted.

One of the questions involved the offer of a reward by a
babyv-sitter for playing a ‘new game’ involving undressing.
Although all children identified the game as ‘rude’ and
‘wrong’, without specitic education, children said that they
would have to pla) the game because adults are more
powerful and have to be obv_\ ed.

IThe least sate responses came from children in schools
where KOS was taught haphazardly. When ‘rude
behaviour” issues had been discussed with police educa-
tion officers or conscientious KOS teachers and parents,
children were confident of therr rights and how to proceed
to stay safe.

-

[t is impertant to note that some children of 5 to 7 years
disclosed that they had already had to play rude, undress-
ing games with adolescent babysitters. It is also important
to note that they had not previously disclosed this informa-
tion to adults for fear of punishment. One can only surmise
that they confided in their interviewer because, by asking
the question, the interviewer had already demonstrated
that she would not be shocked by the disclosure.
Unfortunately, when such information was transmitted to
one school principal, he responded in the predicted,
shocked, blaming manner that children most fear. Adults
need their part of KOS training as much as children need
theirs.

Major Conclusions

hildren of 5 to 8 vears are made vulnerable to sexual

molestation by the very methods that we use to try to
protect them from devious others. They are aware of the
taboos surrounding human sexuality. They know that
children are punished for being ‘rude’. This ensures that
they will not confide in adults about problems of a sexual
nature.

Society’s attempts to protect children from violent
strangers have ensured that children are full of dangerous
misconceptions about strangers in general. Without safety
education which addresses all of these issues, they do not
know how to gain help in an emergency.

Beccuse children of 5 to 8 years are so trusting, they are
vulnerable to devious adults.

KOS develops children’s confidence: participants under-
stand the limits of acceptable adult behaviour and, when
programmes are accompanied by parent education, they
have greater confidence in the support of their parents.

As five-year-olds are the most vulnerable, it follows that
KOS should be introduced to this age group as a matter of
urgency. Furthermore, because of the short retention rates
of young children and the need to practice safety skills,
conflict resolution and assertiveness, the programme
should provide continuity of teaching throughout the first
three years of school.

Parent education is vital to success. Because fathers do
not normally become involved in safety education and
they retain myths about sexual abuse, it is vital that schools
make a special effort to attract all fathers to information
sessions, if necessary providing evening sessions and
creches.

Clearly, we cannot hope to protect all children. But if we
fail to give them basic safety information and support, they
have little hope of keeping themselves safe.

Notes

Dr Freda Briggs 1o Principal Lecturer, Early Childhood and Fanuly
Studies, University of South Austraha, Magill, South Australia
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Chromc Fatigue Syndrome

b S oo R oer o persero who has

Corome batue Svidrome (CES) 1S of someone

who, followaing o tlu-hike or glandular-tever-hke

ness (or some other viral infection) does not
recover in the expected time. The excessive fatigue per-
sists, and anv minor activity causes aching muscles and
arms and legs that teel like dead weights, as if the sufterer
has run 3 km mstead of just walking 20 metres.

Rest does not restore vitality but is unavoidabie. Most
troubling is the loss of ability to concentrate on tasks, to
recall information quickly and to ‘find the right word'".
Severe persistent headaches, recurrent sore throats and
enlarged fymph glands in the neck, low grade fever,
abdominal pain, nausea and a teeling of unsteadiness are
usually present. Pallor which persists and becomes more
obvious when vou try to be activ e is almost universal.

Rarely is dcprcssmn a teature but when the il'ness per-
sists tor more than 6 months, feelings ‘of frustration and
being ‘fed-up” are frequently present. Sleep disturbance,
either ditficulty talling asleep, excessive sleep or vivid
dreams, are particularly disturbing for the young person
and therr family. Sufterers mav not settle until 2 or 3 a.m.
despite feeling exhausted and being in bed, then find they
cannot wake at a reasonable time in the morning.
Attending school is not possible, is in fact physically
impossible, though many children with CFS are first
thought to be “school refusers’.

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome mav be suspected but is not
diagnosed unless the duration exceeds 6 months. This is
an arbitrary figure which is well outside the normal period
ot time that one would expeet for recovery from influenza,
glandular fever, infectious hepatitis etc,, all of which may
have persistent symptoms for several months. Recent
advances in blood testing can rule out glandular fever in
MANY €ases.

Is it a new disease?

hronic Fatigue Syndrome has been known by many

names, each of which reflects the geographic location
of the outbreak or the prevailing theory of its cause. New
Zealand's outbreak in the 1980s became known as Tapanui
Flu atter the town that suffered most. It has been described
i the medical literature since the 1880°s. Most cases were
sporadic but outbreaks commonly occurred associated
with polio epidemics between 1930 and 1955, in lceland,
Los Angeles and Adelaide. A well known epidemic
attected almost 300 staff of the Roval Free Hospital in
London in 1955, with 255 requiring hospital admission.
This outbreak was known as the Roval Free Discase.

Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (ME) is the name used until
recently, reflecting the observation that it is an illness asso-
ciated with painful muscles (myalgia). and some Central
Nervous System functioning, such as difficully concentrat-
ing, retrieving information quickly and fatigue
tencephalomyelitis). [t has also been called ‘Benign ME?
meaning that it does not kill vou, or ‘Epidemic ME.’
Amernica has preferred the term Chronice EB Virus Infection.
Post Viral Fatigue Syndrome, Post Infectious Fatigue
Svndrome and Post Viral Syndrome are more names.

I'he name Chronic Fatigue Syndrome does not imply any
particular cause and is universally accepted. However, it
does provoke a superficial response - most people think
th(w have experienced such fatigue!

Who gets it?

he majority of sufferers are in their torties, but the age

range is from 8 to 60 years. An Australian study in
1990 found -0 cases per 100,000 persons with a few more
women suffering than men. However, among children the
ratio is three girls to each boy. Both rural and city children
have been affected across all socioeconomic groups. The
unfortunate term “Yuppic flu’ originating in the United
States is probably because the well off sought help; itis not
true that only vuppies getit. The average duration in
adults is 3 vears. Although many adolescents in our study
have been ill for several vears others have recovered com-
pletely and have remained well for the 2 years of follow

up.

What can be done?

he cause of the illness is unknown, although current

theories suggest that the body is failing to recognise
that an original infection has been cured. There 1s no
known treatment which will cure the illness, but many
people pursue a wide variety of expensive treatments.
Only one treatment has been carefully researched, and not
found particularly useful. The lack of a ‘magical cure’ does
not mean that nothing can be done. Sick students can be
helped to survive in the best shape possible, until the ill-
ness gradually resolves.

Because the illness is chronic and the symptoms severe
the student has, as well, major problems with educational,
social, physical and emotional development. A multi-dis-
ciplinary approach is needed and the co-operation between
physician and educational services is crucial if intractable
problems associated with chronic illness are to be pre-
vented. Students who are housebound, physically limited
and socially isafeted, miss education and, more impor-
tantly, have little exposure to normal adolescent experi-
ences. A graduated return to school as the symptoms
become less severe is ideal, but as this may not occur for
many months, or even years, various strategies and
resources are needed.

A graduated exercise programme should be begun. 1t
should allow enough exercise to prevent muscle wasting
while maintaining the maximum level of fitness possible.
It must not exhaust the young person so much that recov-
ery requires several days of bed rest. This may mean a
walk to the letter box once or twice a day or a few minutes
on the exercise bike, with the distance or time increased
each week.

Many parents and schools were unaware of services that
are available. Victoria, for example has Visiting Teachers
and they have a Regional Team for. Physically Disabled and
Health Impaired Students. Such services facilitate contact
with schools and help the return to school.

An example of how busy such a service can be is seen in
figures for 3 years (February, 1989 to April, 1992). The
Regional Team (Physically Disabled and Health Impaired)
in the Eastern Metropolitan Region in Melbourne was
asked to get Visiting Teacher support for 43 students with
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. The average age was 13.1
years and male to female ratio 1:3. The students were
referred as suffering various complaints at first but as the
years went by the medical professional became aware of
CFS and recognised it.
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Although progress towards recovery and getting back to
school is slow, it is steadv. This is clearly seen in the graph
{Figure 1).

A great help is for everyone to assist the student main-
tain a network of understanding friends, either from school
or from sporting or recreational clubs. Such a network
facilitates the return to school and other activities.
Emotional and psychological support is also important
from friends and family, even more than from profession-
als. It is often needed to help the pupil cope with the frus-

tration and los< that comes with the restriction of physical
activities, social contact, and reduced academic achieve-
ment. Sufferers also have to put up with ignorance of the
Hlness common enough in such unhelpful advice as ‘just
pull vour sucks up” and taunts suggesting they are malin-
gering,.

A partnership between health and educational profes-
sionals is crucial in limiting the potentially disastrous
effects. Details of how this can be done are in the next sec-
tion.
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Educational Strategies for Chronically 11

Students

By the time additional educational assistance is sought for

students who have a chronic iliness, for example CFS, they
usually have had considerable interruption to their school-
ing. Many who are confined to bed are getting no school-
ing. Without help students who are housebound become
increasingly isolated from peers, school, and local commu-
nity and have significant social and emotional needs which
are not met.

Special Provision

In Victoria the special service, Visiting Teachers for
Physically Disabled and Health Impaired Students, is
provided by the Department of School Education. Itis a
good model. Visiting Teachers provide additional eduea-
tional assistance, advice and support to students, their par-
ents, schools and school communities. They are located at
School Support Centres, call in other professionals where
needed, visiting students at home or at school, as required.
Working together with parents, schools and medical advis-
ers, the Visiting Teacher ensures appropriate educational
programmes at home and assists the process of returning
to school.

Individual Programmes

A special physical exercise and educational programme
is devised when the Regional Team finds out the
severity of the condition and its impact on the student.
Also looked at are daily routines, what class level and what
subjects the student was busy at, and who is-involved both
at a medical and educational management level.

Students have many features in common when referred:
1 delayed academic progress because of their illness;
increased dependence on others;
lack of confidence and reduced self image;

decreased organizational skills;

3
3
3
3 unwillingness to take risks;
3 inability to make decisions;
3

reduced social activity which leads to reduced social
. and interpersonal skills;

2 high expectations for achievement in all activities;
(many have been high achievers at school and/or in
sporting activitics or the arts prior to their illness).

The negative characterist.cs need to be gradually over-
come in order to successfully re-integrate the student into
the cducational and social mainstream. The process of
overcoming them can be likened to the peeling of an onion
- layer by layer - usually with tears. However, with
appropriate support and using a team approach, a reason-
able level of success can be achieved.

Any chronic illness has an effect on the capabilities and

Q savioural patterns of the person affected and their fami-
.. The debilitating and unpredictable nature of Chronic

S Houe Svndrome is a good example. The combined

effects of overwhelming fatigue, impair concentratio
and information retrieval, together witly headaches nr\islc]z
aches and pains and distuiiud sleep pattern, I t
seemingly insurmountabie obstacles. " con presen

Visiting teachers are important in thig Siluation, other-
wise it is only the medical side of the p '
that is getting attention. Visiting teachers g bring obiec-
tivity, balance and continuity of support |, the Sfuan}on
By gaining a knowledge and understanding of the co d
tion through their work with these studenygs s
ing with them, their parents and medical .ui\l-i\(-rg visitin
teachers are able to inform schools of cach indi.\-id};al situag-
tion. An individual management Progranume which re-
establishes and/or maintains the links bl een homce d
school, both academically and socially, can then be inin
place. It needs to be flexible, have achieyv e Outc%l:nes
and encourage the student to acknowledy e (heir i‘]ness,
and take responsibility for their own ngn-‘ss It neéds to
provide informed options and encouraye rick takin
Flexibility, patience, persistence and pcrs\-‘\-‘-.- \.nce are agli
vital ingredients for maintaining such a P'"‘}‘l‘-\l;\me

The educational programme should b _-‘;hm,] bgged as
much as possible in order to re-establish linke hetween
home and school and to facilitate the ullim.m: return to
school. In cases when there have been long absences from
school, students can be enrolled with the (.nl‘l‘.m ondence
School or the equivalent service or they may .\Fork on a
modified programme combining correspondence school
lessons with aspects of their own schoal Propramme

Where visiting teacher programmesg U\‘i\l qhe' have
developed strategies for care-givers, for hnn:\‘.bou,yjd stu-
dents, for those returning to school and for Mainlaining the
integration back into school life. They are noy mutfa“
exclusive and some overlapping does not Maller, d

alient’s well-being

and oy liais-

Strategies
Strategies for the care-giver

Q Acknowledge the illness and the iy
imposes on the ability of the studc
academic tasks.

Mions that it
Nl o undertake

U

Work within the parameters set by the jlinegg

C

Emphasize the need to ‘get on with lif,-,

Q It is crucial that the student have ‘owye
illness — they must be included in al} decision-mak-
ing that relates to their routine, c.g., mou students
with CFS can identify a time of day when their
energy levels are higher and therefup, they are able
to cope with more activity. This jdey, )

rship’ of the

. ) . lihed period
may conflict with family or schoq) "Ulllineps e.g
working from 1 a.m. to 3 a.m. This 1 13y -mpropri:

ate in most households or even hospitals so the
body clock must be adjusted (usiny, Pl'nfos-siona]
advice) to fit family/school routines.

3 Establish a daily routine as soon as pwable - bal-
ance tune for rest, work and recrean,, It is very
easy for students to spend all their ‘well 11me doing
homework or assignments al (h, v\pense 0%

50 social/recreational activities.




Housebound students Graduaily the time spent within the school environ-

Housebound students (referred to as 'homebound’ in ment can be extended until some social confidence
Victoria) are those who are unable to attend school for sev- has returned and the student is feeling comfortable .
cral weeks or even several months. The strategies for man- in the school setting. (Using this strategy will ke
agement of the educational programme for housebound depend on how confident the student is socially and
students are dependent upon the needs of the individual emotionally. Some may not need such a very slow
and are therefore subject to negbtiation. re-introduction.) '

Prolonged isolation from their peers often results in students O The next step is to introduce the student to the class-

losing the ability to relate and interact in social situations.

_ room. For this to succeed, ask the student to list all
It is crucial that social contact of some description be re-cstab-

lished for the houscbound student.
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Encourage the student to initiate contact, either by
telephone or letter, with school friends or
sporting /recreational groups.

Emphasize that friendship is a ‘two-way interaction’
- this will usually involve considerable risk-taking
on the part of the isolated student - the fear of rejec-
tion is often overwhelming and requires consider-
able support and encouragement to ‘take the first
step”.

Actively develop risk-taking strategies for situations
regardless of how minor they may seem.

If a Peer Support Programme operates at school,
encourage members to phone or visit on a regular
basis.

Allow the student ‘private time’ - students with
chronic illness are often denied time without con-
stant adult supervision. Normal adolescents require
and demand private time.

Primary care-givers should demonstrate that they
are ‘getting on with their lives’ by maintaining
social activities and/or work commitments, e.g., the
weekly tennis game should continue if possible.
Avoid giving up part-time employment. If the care-
giver is in full-time employment some arrangements
often need to be made regarding the care and sup-
port of the student during working hours.

Getting back to school — "one step at a time’

o)

a

Establish one ‘contact person’ at school - encourage
all information and negotiations to be relayed
through this person. e.g., a Year Co-ordinator or a
Student Welfare Co-ordinator, a Dean or Counsellor.
The nominated person must be sensitive to the
needs of the chronically ill student.

Prior to returning to school, if well enough to
attempt some school work, allow the student to
rmake the decision about ‘what’, "how much’ and
‘when'.

If absence from school has been protracted, then
introducing a programme of ‘reading for purpose’ is
a starting point; break down the task - set achiev-
able goals, for example, to read 10 pages per day
and write 1 sentence about each chapter. A tape-
recorder may be used if the student experiences dif-
ficulty with handwriting or concentration.

H the student is being seen regularly at home by the
visiting teacher, it can be negotiated (when the stu-
dent is starting the road back to school) that the visit
occur at school, for example, in the library, instead
of at home. This can then be extended with the stu-
dent staying at the school for a free period following
the session with the visiting teacher. The next step
is for the student to remain at school during a recess

ar Innchtime ta aAllaw time far carializatinn

subjects offered at the year (form) level in order of
his or her priority. This wili not necessarily be in
order of academic importance as seen by teachers.
Then choose a subject with which the student feels
most comfortable; the teacher may be the reason for
the choice. The student then attends just when the
chosen subject is on.

A If the student fecls capable of attempting more than
one subject a realistic number should be negotiated,
according to the stamina of the individual. These
subjects then make up an individual programme. It
is important for the student to understand that he or
she must attend these classes unless the schoul is
notified otherwise. Compulsory attendance is part
of real life.

3 Organising a timetable is crucial for a controlled
return to school. First, the school expects attendance
at the agreed times - a base for further progress.
Second, it provides motivation for the student to
make an effort to attend when the easier option may
be to stay at home.

J A timetable helps to establish a daily and weekly
routine. Success comes more easily if the student
attends for specific subjects rather than for a prede-
termined tinie of the day. So, attending every morn-
ing regardless of which subject is on the timetable is
less successful than attending, say, English and
Physics. This system ensures continuity of subject
content and gives the chance for socialization; other
students quickly learn that the student attends all
English classes but does not attend any music
classes, for example.

3 The student should be encouraged to remain at
school during the recess and lunch breaks - most
socializing occurs during these times. Friendship
networks may have completely disintegrated during
the absence period, therefore ‘being seen’ around
the school is vital in re-establishing social links.

2 Social skills may need revising, for example, how to
participate in conversations, how to ‘read’ social sit-
uations, and how to handle negative comments
from peers.

J When a chosen subject is not scheduled it is prefer-
able that the student be given the choice of either
remaining at school to rest, or of going home and
returning when a subject is being taught. This
choice, and an attendance register, must be negoti-
ated with the school. Teachers should not be
responsible for the transport of students to and from
school.

At school - keeping going

If regular attendance has been established but the student
is still absent sometimes, perhaps a couple of days or even
a couple of wecks (perhaps for more treatment in hospital)

the problem of ‘catching up’ occurs. The ‘contact’ person
at tho erhnnl chnnld aduica tancrhnee Af thn Ahennene and
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ask about the possibility of ‘catch-up’ work, but not organ-
ise it. Manila folders (preferably of different colours) for
each subject are useful so that the student, upon retumn to
school, can approach teachers for work missed. This can
then be completed at times that suit the student. 1t is the
student’s responsibility to manage this strategy.

Chronically ill students who have been absent from
school for prolonged periods often lack initiative when
they come up against "difficult’ situations. The situation
may not be considered difficult by others, but it is never-
theless very real for the student. Sensitive handling is
needed. The student will often appear to be coping with
school in general, however ‘panic syndrome’ can over-
whelm and jeopardize even the most carefully planned
programme. Rehabilitating students may not cope well
with any criticism (perceived or real), change to routine
{(with or without notice), and may be sensitive about
instructions and/or comments from teachers or peers.

Encourage, or even insist upon, the use of a diary for
social events as well as academic dates. Students with
CFS, for example, are often reluctant to accept social invita-
tions in advance because they do not know if they will be
well enough on the day. Sometimes the social event itself
will provide sufficient motivation for them to ‘keeping
going’ rather than ‘giving in’ to the illness.

There is often a ‘pay back’ period following prolonged
activity., Students may nced to be reminded that fatigue
and other symptoms, often requiring bed-rest, may persist
for an unspecified period of time (ranging from a couple of
days to a week or more). Students have to adjust their
activities to cope with the energy level available and
attempt to keep a balance between work, rest and recre-
ation.

Allow the student to accept responsibility for their own
problem solving. ldeas and options may be offered but
the choice of the solution must belong to the student.
Consequences of that choice must also be accepted by the
student. For these strategies to succeed, the ideas and
options need to be offered by a person with whom a trust-
ing relationship has been established, for example, .. visit-
ing teacher or student welfare co-ordinator.

Normal adolescent behaviour must be taken into consid-
cration. Mood swings, low-grade depression, anger, frus-
traticn, a need to be alone, even irrational behaviour can be
part of the normal adolescent’s quest for independence. In
the chronically ill adolescent this ‘'normal’ behaviour can
be easily misinterpreted as part of, or as a result of, the ill-
ness. Chronic illness can accentuate normal adolescent
behaviour.

As with any adolescent, goals and aspirations are impor-
tant for the chronically ill student. The student with CFS
or recovering from a chronic condition will often overesti-
mate their ability to handle both the illness and the rigours
of school work. Success hinges on a ‘common sense man-
agement’ plan for each individual student, taking into
account their energy levels, their school work commit-
ments and their recreational activities. Be realistic!

Flexibility is crucial. If plan nmumber 1 doesn’t work; regroup
and formulate plan nmumber 2. And so on! Management plans
must be reviewed regularly.

Keeping going
3 Encourage the student to plan ahead

3 Encourage the use of a diary for social events as
well as academic dates.

2 There is often a ‘pay back’ period involved with
social events. For example, if the ill student desper-
ately wants to attend a particular rock concert they
must realise that feeling unwell for an unspecified
period of time afterwards will have to be endured.
The pay back time could be as long as a week. The
motto Spend Energy Now - Pay Later applies.

3 Emphasize that educational opportunities are much
broader now than in the past. There is greater edu-
cational flexibility now through
* non-university tertiary education: TAFE in
Australia, Technical Institutes in NZ.

* part-time courses in almost every institution,

» Community education,

e VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education -
Victoria only),

* adult admission to secondary schools.

3 Establish support groups

* at school: usually the staff who are responsible
for the student’s programme;
* amongst sufferers: there is one in Melbourne
called STUFFED (Suffering Teenagers Unit to
Fight Fatigue and End Depression);
* among parents: such a group is the ME/CFS
Society Parent Support Group.
Such groups do not need to be large, formal, with constitu-
tions, incorporated, etc., but they are a great help to every-
one involved. A grouping loosely attached to a particular
hospital is often best, with parents all just a local telephone
call away.

Notes

r Katherine Rowe is a physician, Department of Pacediatrics,
Royal Children’s Hospital, Parkville, Victoria.
Patricia Fitzgerald is a Visiting Teacher, Physical Disabled and Health
Impaired Students, Eastern Metropolitan Region, Melbourne.

Rhonda Higgins is a Visiting Teacher, Physically Disabled and Health
Imparred Students, Eastern Metropaolitan Region, Melbourne.

Gwenneth Anderson is a Convenor and Executive Officer, Regional
Team Physically Disabled and Health linpaired Students, Eastern
Metropolitan Region, Melbourne.

Mary McLaughlin 1s a Social Worker, Physically Disabled and Health
Impaired Students, Eastern Metropolitan Region, Melbourne.
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(1990) Prevalence of chronic fatigue syndrome in an Australian
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Studies of Grade Repetition and its effects
at primary level

IS

Dianna Kenny
University of Sydney

LOLOL Ul Ot

FAMILES
(EFUHOOL

?

-,

_ SOMETHIP
[Ts TIME 1O

xS gy

%
4

HOULD MY CHILD repeat the year?” Many an
anxious parent asks the teacher or principal this
question. Working as a district sehool counsellor
in rural schools I was surprised to find that most
people believed repeating woudd help. In Australia and
New Zealand there is concern that repeated children arrive
at school-leaving age a year behind the rest and in New
Zealand many of them leave without attempting any
School Certificate subjects.

I knew that there was next to no research on the matter,
certainly in Australia. I became even more concerned when

5~ TEWS ME ” - 7
STOP ”
“Repes e JONES ! '
[zl |
NI = i 7 R IRTR

Study 1. Who is repeated?
made a sample survey in 1982, and in March 1983 the

I NSW Education Department surveyed all its schools. Tt
reported as in Table |

My own survey had come up with figures only slightly
different. The major findings, putting the two surveys
together, were:

i) Boys were repeated more often than girls in an approx-

imate ratio of 3.2.

Fsaw the unsystematic way decisions were made to repeat 1) Rural boys were repeated at twice the rate ot urban
a child. T'did a quick local investigation and found in one boys and rural girls were repeated 1.5 times more often
school that 30" of the children had repeated a year, in than urban boys.
another only 4%, Five full-scale experimental studies late - . -
another only 4. Five ull. scale .t.\“”m(n.hl studies later 5y vear 1is the most often selected grade for repetition
we now have a clearer view. The questions asked and - o ) . L
(5.5%) followed by grade 2 (3"«) and grade 3 (1.3%.).
answered are :
. ) . The : ey Y e 1ler [ SRTR) N
Study 1. Who s repeated? o head counting exercise. n) The most commanly ena un.lutd pmfll.( ntary cated
TR 5 student is that of a boy, in first grade, living in a rural
Study 2. Why are they repeated? a questionnaire project. . . ; o
o region of NSW. In 1982, 10% of rural year 1 bovs were
Study 3. Who benefits from repeating? ted compared o 5.5% of urban vear 1 boys and
- - . . peate ( » N ¢ ( ang
Study 4. What are the effects, academic and socio- “,p“ ed campared A¢ it )
: . ’ N o of rural year | girls.
emotional, of repeating
Study 5. Are there long term benetits? a look at repeaters v) - The overall estimate of 145 - 1748 represents a
several vears later. continuing, trend toward a decrease 10 repetition.
Table 1
Repetition Rates in NSW Schools, March 1983
Percentages
Males Females Kindergarten Year | Year 2 Years 3,4, 5, 6 Urban Rural
(3/6-vear-olds)
25 1.8 1.2-15 58 3.0 12 15 120 19.6
QW Fducation Department
« e on
ERIC 1 JJ
,




Australian policy once favoured repetition in Year 6, but
changed its recommendation in 1980 suggesting that

. an ongoing policy of pupl appraisal and age-vear
adjustment should ensure that pupils are repeated carber and
more appropriately as therr dearng ditacultios and  or socnal
caladpestments beeome e 0

Spaas TN,

Sanpsition of Promeru

Study 2. Why are students repeated?

Prinup.\h and teachers from the H8 schools who partici-
pated in my sampling studv were asked to list the
tactors that they considered to be important in the decision
to repeat chitdren.  Their ideas, together with reasons for
repetition cited in the literature, formed the basis of the
questionnaire 1 used in this studv. This questionnaire went
to another selection of schools and they completed individ-
ual questicnnaires on all their currently repeated students.
In all, 419 usable replies came back.

Table 2
Wiy children were repeated. .
The Sinteen Variables from the Rewsons for Repetition
Questionnarre Rank Ordered According to the Frequency of
Selection

Number of

Variable Selections Percentage

1. Young 285 68.0*
2. Immature 241 575
3. Average Ability with Poor

Achievement 138 377
4. Emotional problems 117 27.9
5. Behaviour problems 115 27 .4
6. Reading problems 113 27.0
7. Maths problems - 100 239
8. Parental request 98 234
9. Home problems 14 11.7
10. Bright with poor achievement 48 11.5
11. Poor attendance 26 6.2
12. Frequent change of school » 5.3
13. Physically handicapped 21 5.0
14. Migrant with poor Enghsh 13 3.1
15. Mentally handicapped 12 29
16. Aborigine 3 07

* Noter Pereentages do not total 100 as this s multiple response data.
k & P F

Perhaps a better way to look at the children who were
repeated is to look at the major reason given for each child,
and then at the other characteristics these children had.
This gives us four main groups, those repeated because
thev were young, those repeated because they had average
ability but were poor achievers, those who had special
learning problems and those considered immature. Their
other characteristics are listed in the lower part of Table 3

These four groups could not have been identified by
looking at the father’s occupational status, the number of
children in the family, the child’s position in the family nor
the children’s 1Q scores.

While immaturity as a main reason accounted for only 13
percent of repetitions, children in each of the other three
groups were also considered immature. Parents play an
important role in the decision to repeat and teachers identi-
fied parental requests as an imp rtant determining factor
Parents expressed most concern for students with specitic
learning problems. Poor achievement (in the absence of a
clear cut reason such as low 1Q scores or specific learning
disability) accounted for 33" of the reasons for repetition,

Si.dy 3. Who Benefits from Repetition?

lot of children repeat grades in NSW schools. Do they

all benefit? Are there some who should not have
buen repeated? Is there a good way of selecting those who
will benefit most by repeating? In this study, starting from
pupil record cards (PRC) I looked at (i) the reasons tor
which students are repeated, (ii) their sex, (iii) the IQ
score on the cards, and (iv) which grade they repeated.

I looked at 132 children from 22 schools. For three 1 was
unable to discover why they had been repeated but the rest
w ere repeated because they were:

(a) young,

(by immature (including emotional and behavioural

problems), or

(¢) had poor academic records.

They were all children who had heen repeated ‘late’ in
Years 3 to 6. The reason for selecting this group was
mainly because the record cards do not give enough infor-
mation about children repeated earlier.

Analysis and statistical matching gave these results:

The children who were repeated primarily because they
were young (group a) had significantly higher 1Q scores
than those repeated because of immaturity (group b,
immaturity as distinct from age) or academic difficulties

(group c).

Table 3
Major Groups of Repeaters

1 1] 111 v
Reason Average Ability Special
for Young with Poor Achievement Learning Problems Immature
Repeating (35" (33%) (20%) (13%)
Other Keading Bright with
Character- poor achieve-
stics Maths ment
Youny, Young
lmmature Immature Emotional Emotional
problems problems
Behaviour Behaviour Behaviour
problems problems problems

Parental request
for repetition

Q

Parental request
for repetition

an
1o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Lriiee Lyﬁ/ﬂ_“n IL}./(.H‘L“ Lrsaietrt i,
Their place in class (grade) and the rea:on for their
repetition.

TOP
A A
- » Repeated
Position A B) 72 (B because of
in < < AGE
class 2 (B S
(grade) g g
8 _ c z (B) IMMATURITY
@ 3 F
—_ g g ACADEMIC
——-{® = = FAILURE
\\\\ It fd
© & 2
= =2
BOTTOM O ©
t—t i I
Year Holi- Year Holi- Year
before days of days after
repetition repetition repetition
Checking at year-ends, for all three groups, the place in  Discussion

grade improves in the year of repetition and deteriorates in
the year following repetition, but not to the level before .
For all three groups, the place in grade improves in the
year of repetition and deteriorates in the year following
repetition, but not to the level before.
This can be seen in Diagram 1 (above) which does not
give exact figures, merely the trends.

So, as we would expect, a child repeating a class does
better in that class, but the next year, when the work is all
new, that child does not do quite so well. Children
repeated because of their age, improve more in the
repeated class than the others, but the gains are what you
would expect — they started higher up the class. Repeating
does not help one group more than another.

But these averages do not show the full picture. Some
children do riot show an improvement at all, either in the
year of repetition or in the year following repetition.
Twelve of my 132 were in a worse position after repeating.
A total of 68 students showed either a minimal improve-
ment (of less than 25 percentiles), no change, or a deterio-
rating performance in the year they repeated. In the year
after repeating 43 students showed either a minimal
improvement, no change in position or a deteriorating
performance. The remaining 14 students improved by 25
percentiles or more in the year after repetition.

Seven children improved their percentile ranking by 50
in the year of repetition. These children all had 1Q scores
between 107-114. The 12 children whose performance
deteriorated had IQ scores between 78 and 112. The 37
students with improved percentile ranking of between 16-
50 also had a wide range of 1.Q. (85-109). Interestingly, in
the year after repeating, those students who improved the
most, and those who showed no improvement, had the
highest IQ scores.

Neither the grade in which the child repeated nor the
reason for which he or she was repeated had any effect on

» KC he level of improvement.

These results are all rather negative : neither the reason for
repetition, the children’s sex, their IQ score, their place in
class (before repetition) nor the grade repeated, are useful
in predicting the outcome of repetition. Each group
showed improvement during the year of repetition and
regression in the year following repetition. No major
differences were found between students who improved
most and those who improved least. These results contrast
with a widely held view that repetition has a beneficial
effect on the academic performance of immature students,
while proving of no value to children of low intelligence
and with behavioural disturbance. A striking feature was
the very large differences in the places in grade before,
during and after repetition and in the IQ scores for the
different groups. These repeaters display a much wider
fluctuation in performance than one would expect of
normally progressing students. Clearly each child must be
treated as a special case and great care taken in working
out whether to repeat or to aliow the child to progress to
the next grade.

The results of this study suggest (along with other stud-
ies) that repetition can benefit only a minority of students.
My criterion of success was an improvement of 25 or more
percentlle rankings. Only forty percent of repeated
students managed that in the year of repetition; only 30
percent achieved the criterion in the year following. Other
studies report improvement as low as 20-35 percent.

Why is repeating a class so unsuccessful? Perhaps the
wrong students are being selected to repeat?

Study 4. What are the acaderr ic and

social/emotional effects of repetition?

In October 1984, nine schools in Sydney were asked to
provide lists of students who were being considered for

repetition in 1985. The policy of the New South Wales

Education Department is that the school can make recom-
mendations to parents who then make the final decision.
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Diagram 2
Selection Proceditres

Sample base: Nine Metropolitan Primary Schools
122 Chuldren, Years 1to 5.

Children recommended for repetition by class teachers
List to Infant Mistress and /or Principal

Questionnaires sent home to parents (October 1984)

Children selected for repetition after discussion
October 1984 (122 children)

Parents of 122 children Interviewed by Schools
(November 1984)

Yes to Repetition

No to Repetition
(74 children)

(48 children)

Experiment Group
(49 boys, 29 girls)

Promoted (Control)
Group
(25 boys, 23 girls)

Subjects
There were 122 children in the study, of which 74 were
repeated.

The parents of the other 48 children rejected the schools’
recommendations and requested that their children
proceed to the next grade in 1985. This group represents
the closest approximation to a control group achievable in
a naturalistic setting.

Measuring was thorough. There were objective
measures of intellectual functioning, normative and school
based tests in reading and mathematics, assigned place in
grade, and sociometry. These were complemented by
subjective assessments by teachers, parents and students of
students’ academic performance and social/emotionat
adjustment, using specially constructed scales and ques-
tionnaires. Repeated and promoted students were pre-
and post-tested on all measures (except IQ) in October,
1984 and October, 1985.

Results

In October 1984 there were no major differences between
the two groups. Teachers also rated the two groups as
similar, expressing equal concern for their poor academic
achievement and emotional immaturity. But the parents
who agreed to repeat their children, rated their children’s
academic performance to be worse than parents who
wanted their children to proceed to the next grade. The
children were reassessed exactly one year later.

The repeating children improved their place in class - up
27 percentiles. The promoted children stayed pretty much
where they had been. But doing better in a repeated class
did not mean greater acquisition of academic material.
Repeated and promoted groups improved at similar rates
in word knowledge and reading age, in comprehension
and the Schonell tests of reading and spelling. However,
repeated students did better on the maths test, improving
by 30% compared to 21% for the promoted group.

Teachers perceived significant improvements in repeated

ctindante! amadamic narfAarmance oamatinnal matirity

social adjustment and physical development while parents
reported improvements in achievement and attitude
towards school. Children themselves did not report any
differences. The tests of peer acceptance showed repeated
children were better accepted than before, while promoted

students showed no change. Teachers and parents
perceived positive changes in repeated but not promoted
students. Repeated children felt they had had more
academic success but promoted children did not.

When the performance of repeated students is compared
with that of a group of closely matched promoted students,
the academic gains are the same. Despite these equal
academic outcomes, teachers, and the children themselves,
perceived repetition somewhat more positively.

Study 5. Are there long term benefits
from repeating a class?

Study 3 showed primary repeaters improving during the
year but deteriorating in the year following, although
not to pre-repetition levels. Does this trend continue or
does academic performance stabilise? What happens over
time? In 1988 I was able to re-test 44 of the children in
study 4 three years after they had last seen me. Twenty-six
were from the group that repeated a year in 1985, and 18
had been promoted that year.

Twenty-seven had birthdays in April, May, June or July.
These students had been the youngest in their grades prior
to repetition. Throughout NSW 30% of such children were
selected for repetition compared with 10% of children with
birthdays between August and March. Birthdate is there-
fore an important factor to consider. Fourteen students, of
whom 9 were repeaters, had IQ scores less than 90.

I again used an IQ test (WISC-R) and tested word know-
ledge, comprehension and mathematics. Each student’s
place in grade (based on the school’s assessment of
performance in reading, language, mathematics and
spelling) was provided by the schools.

Results

There were no differences in academic performance based
on sex, birthdate, repetition or year of repetition.
However, students with 1Q scores greater than 90 achieved
better results than students with IQ scores of less than 90.
Both repeated and promoted groups had improved in
mathematics, reading and comprehension over the five
years. The generalised diagram of the situation (Diagram
3) shows the trend, but no details.

Conclusions

Repeating students improved their place in class in the
year of repetition and retained some of the benefit of the
three year follow-up. Promoted children stayed at much
the same place in class over the five years. Both repeated
and promoted students were performing at a similar stan-
dard three years after the first assessment. This suggests
that although repeating is not of great use, at least the
small gains made in the year of repetition are not lost over
time.

The similarities in performance between repeated and
promoted groups over time suggest that student character-
istics are more important than the experience of repetition
for short and long term changes in academic performance.

There was no difference between ‘young’ repeaters
(April to July birthdays) and ‘old’ repeaters (August to
March birthdays).

From the follow-up data, it did not seem to matter to
place-in-class whether a child had.been repeated or not;
the factor that made the difference, for this sample of child-
ron wae the child’e 10 crare However it is important to




o - - -

Two typical children.

TOP One repeated (A), one not repeated (B).
Place in class (grade) and years.
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remember that the [Q score is not the only factor that could
influence the long term outcome. We saw in the previous
study that the children’s [Q score was not a predictor of the
results that repetition would bring in the year after repeat-

ing.

Summary
The chronological age of students is a critical factor in the
decision to repeat in NSW schools. The Departmental
study conducted in 1983 showed that students with May,
june or July birthdays have a one in three chance of repeat-
ing a grade compared to a one in twenty chance for child-
ren born in August, September and October. The birthdate
effect is exacerbated by sex and regional factors, wiin rural
boys most at risk of repetition. There is little empirical
support for May to July children benefitting from grade
repetition, Mental rather than chronological age is a better
predictor of academic achievement. Just giving children
‘an extra yuar to catch up’ without varying either the
content or presentation of the curriculum has resulted in
unpredictablc {but generally minimal) improvements in
the academic achievement of repeated students. This
applies not unly to chronologically young students, but
also to those with specific learning disabilities and
emotional and behavioural problems.

[ would arguc that the observed improvements in Year 1
children who repeat Year 1, usually attributed to repeti-
tion, are in f4ct due to spontaneously occurring matura-

tional processes. There are also ‘frame of reference effects’
teachers view repeated students more positively because
they are comparing them against a younger peer group.

Although there do appear to be gains in the
social /emotional adjustment of repeated students, these
were children given no special programmes. Programmes
which focus on improving behaviour and academic output
simultaneously produce decreased disruptive behaviour
and enhanced self-concept. Rigorous programming and
individualised instruction offer more cost-effective means
of enhancing social/emotional adjustment.

When asking if any particular child should be promoted
or should repeat a class a wide range of variables, includ-
ing the child’s ‘stage’ of development, emotional adjust-
ment, motivation and anxiety about learning all need to be
investigated in detail. On the other hand, the content,
pacing and presentation of curricula are also of critical
importance. [nadequacies in these areas have often been
neglected. Careful task analysis, sequencing, practice and
reinforcement of academic material is a prerequisite to
effective learning. More research on what sort of addi-
tional assistance young immature children, and those with
specific difficulties, need will help teachers and parents
immensely. Meanwhile it appears that repetition and
promotion offer similar academic outcomes in primary
school. The effects much further down the track, for exam-
ple, at school-leaving age, have not been attempted in this
set item,

Notes

Dianna Keany 1 a lecturer in Behavioural Sciences at
Cumbertariel College of Health Sciences, University of Sydney,

P.O. Box 170, [ klcombe, NSW 2141, Australia. She was a teacher and

school counsellur for ten years.
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FAMILIES

Famiiy Violence

Its Effects on Children and
Schools

By John Church
University of Canterbury

Aggressive and unmanageable children pose one of the
more difficult of the problems taced by the classroom
teacher. Overseas research suggests that there are two
factors which more than anvthing clse predict the
development of behaviour problems in children. These
factors are (a) high levels of discord between parents, and
(b) harsh and punitive treatment of the child by its
parents,
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A New Zealand Study

The same kind of link has been observed in a recently com-
pleted New Zealand study. The study explored the
experiences of a sample of 101 abused wives. All of the
women in th» sample were women who, because of the
degree of abuse which they had experienced, had
developed a fear of their husbands. The sample consisted
of all of the frightened women who contacted a telephone
counselling service for battered women during the first 10
months of 1982 and who agreed to be interviewed a year
later - 101 out of 145 women. Between them, these women
provided informatior: on the development of 228 children,
many of whom had also been abused.

At the point when they were interviewed, 75 of the
women in the sample had separated and 26 were stilt living
with their abusive husbands. The relationships deseribed
by these women had lasted from less than one vear (4
cases) to more than 34 vears (3 cases). The median duration
of the relationships of the separated women was 9 years 7
months.

The women described relationships in which a failure to
comply with their husband’s demands resulted in verbal
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abuse, threats, physical assaults, or sexual assaults, All but
one of the women in the' sample had been hit, all but five
had been beaten and injured. and o7 per cent reported one
or more beatings which were < sad that thev began to
wonder if they would cven sunv o Sy -twao per cent ot
the wonmen said that their husbands had threatened to Kilt
them on more than one occaston, and 20 per cent had been
threatened with a fircarm.

I'he occupationat levels of the husbands were distributed
m approximately the same way as they are for employed
men - general. The same was true of the husbands’
incomes, The frequency and severity of the assaults
reported by the wives were unrelated to the occupational
level, income level, educational fevel, or drinking habits of
the husbands.

Treatment of the childrent during the marriage

The mothers in the sample were asked three questions
about the wav in which their children had been treated.
The first was "Did you ever have to stand in front of the
children to prevent them from bemg ascautted?” The
answer to this cuestion was “Yes” tor exactly half (114) of
the children. These reports were significanthy refated to
the age of the child with respondents reporting greater
frequencies ot intervention with teenage children than
with pre-teenage children.

The second question was "Were anv ol the children
cver seriousiv assaulted by their father? The answer to
this question was “Ye<” for 67 (29" of the children in the
sample. This figure is similar to that in several other
studies. OF the women passing through New Zealand
refuges over a three month period, 26 per cent reported
that their hisband had physically abused the childrenon
one or more occasions. Thysical or sexual abuse of
children was dentified in one-third of the violent
tamilies studied by Hilberman and Munsonin 1978,

I'he third question was “Were anv ot the children ever
sexually molested?” The answer to this question was
Yoo for 18 (8%0) ot the children. Al but one ot the
women who reported sexual molestation of the children
left therr husbands betore the children re «ched adoles-
€enee.

Each mother was also asked (a) how trnightened cach
child had become, (b) how nervous and withdrawn each
child had become, and (¢) how demanding and unman-
ageable each ¢hild had become by the end of the marriage
{or, 1n the case of older children, by age 14). To get some
idea of the wav in which the children were being affected
by the violence, a detailed analvsis was made of the
mothers” reports tor those children who were aged
between 4 vears and 15 vears at the date of separation (or,
in the case ot intact families, at the date ot mterview).
There were 137 children in this subgroup.

Of these children, 105 (77%0) were reported to be
trightencd of their tathers, These reports were unrelated
to the age or the gender ot the duld  wath closely similar
proportions of boys and ot girls bemg desenibed as
frightened at cach age level

Ot the children i this subgroup, 89 (65%) were
deseribed as having become nervous and withdiawn
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These reports were also unrelated to the age and gender
ot the child.

Sixty-three (46%) of the children in this subgroup were
described by their mothers as having become demanding
and unmanageable and this proportion did not vary with
the age of the child. However, a greater proportion of
boys than of girls were dassified as demanding and
unmanageable at cach age level. These differences were
greatest at the 9- to 12-year-old level where 60 per cent of
the boys but only 29 per cent of the girls were described
as demanding and unmanageable.

- The mothers” classification of their children as
frightened, withdrawn, or unmanageable was unrelated
to whether or not the child had been physically or
sexually abused. The variables which were most strongly
related to the classfication of these children as frightened
or not frightened were (a) the frequency with which the
mother had been assaulted (r = .51) and (b) the frequency
with which the mother had been injured (r = .50). These
two variables were also related to whether or not the
child was classified as withdrawn and whether or not the
child was classified as unmanageable.

Children of the parents who stayed together

Forty-siy of the children in the sample wercagnd 16 years
or more at the time of separation or, in the case of non-
separated women, at the time of interview. Of these, 41
had been exposed to violent conflict from the first few
years of life and these 41 children became an ‘older
children’ subgroup for the following analysis.

Where the interview identified a child over 16 years of
age, the mother was asked whether or not she was happy
with the way in which the child had turned out and, if
she was not, she was asked to elaborate on what it was
about the child which was giving her cause for concern.
These comments were then coded to identify any over
l6-vear-olds who appeared, on the basis of the mother’s
description, to be moderately or seriously disturbed.
Children over 16 years of age were classified as “dis-
turbed’ if the mother’s comments indicated that the child
was severely withdrawn, uncommunicative, subject to
regular outbursts of temper, demanding or abusive or
aggressive ‘like dad’, or was known to have assaulted
any other person.

This analysis identified 24 (39"s) of the 41 older
children as moderately or seriously disturbed. Thirteen
(77%) of the boys were so classified and 11 (46%0) of the
girls. This incidence is similar to that observed in other
studies involving larger samples. For example, Michael
Rutter in 1971 in Britain reported that the proportion ot
children with conduct disorders in tamilies where there
is a lagh degree of discord between the parents varies
from 40 per cent to 60 per cent of children depending
upon the other tactars which are also present. In the
present survev, bovs were more seriousty affected than
pirls and this too has been reported by previous studies,
for example, m Rutter's study.

When the 41 children in the older children subgroup
were classified as disturbed or not disturbed, this classifi-
cation was found to be significantly related to manv of
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the measures of coercion which had already been
reported by the wife. Women who reported high fre-
quencies of verbal abuse within their marriages more
often described their older chitdren as disturbed than did
women whe reported Tovver nequencres ot verbal abuse
ST Womenwho reported that they were frequently
Jssaulted maore often described therr older children as
disturbed than did women who were less frequently
assaulted {(r = .51). The same relationship was found
between the frequency with which the wife was injured
and the classification of older children as disturbed
(r = .54).

The cocio-economic status of the father’s occupation
was negatively related to the classification of older
children as disturbed. Where the father’s occupation was
classified as Level 1 or Level 2 (professional and semi-
professional) a much higher proportion of the older
children were classified as disturbed than was the case
where the father’s occupation was classitied as Level 5 or
Level 6 (unskilled). These results suggest that when the
marriages of the well educated and occupationally suc-
cessful couples deteriorated into verbal and phvsical
abuse, the effects on the children were more severe than
was the case with the less occupationally “successful’
parents.

In the families where the wife deseribed her husband
extremely immature, chauvinistic, possessive,
more than three quarters of the children were classified
as disturbed whereas in the
described her

as

families where the wite
husband as only moderatelv immature,
chauvinistic, or possessive onl\' 25 per cent ot the older
children were classified as disturbed.

Physical abuse of the child by the father was not related
to subsequent classification as disturbed. The children
who had been assaulted by their fathers were no more
likelv to be classitied as disturbed than were the children
who had not been assaulted by their fathers.

Etfects of parental separation on the children

The cftfects ot parental separation were measured by
analvsing the information available on the children
whose patents had separated prior to the interview, and
who were aged betwween 6 and 12 vears at the date of sep-
aration and who had been exposed to violent conflict
from the tirst vears of life. There were 31 children in this
subgroup. At the pomt when their parents separated, 44
(86°0) of these children were frightened of their tathers,
3R (75%) were described as nervous and withdrawn, and
22 (4370) were described by their mothers as demanding,
and unmanageabie.

Ot the children who were trightened of their father, 41
per centwere described as having become less trightened
following the separation. Ot the children who had
become nervous and withdrawn, 89 per cent were
described as having become less nervous and withdrawn
tollowing the separation. Ot the dhldren who weere
deseribed as unmanageable, 77 per cent were reported to
have improved tellowing separation.

Improvements in the children were related to a
number ot post-separation events. Fhe speed with which
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the children recovered from the effects of the marriage
depended upon whether or not the violent parent
pursued a custody application, whether or not the
violent parent insisted on regular access visits regardless
of the wishes of the child, and whetheror not access, once
nbtained, was used as a vehicle for continued
harassment of the wife. Mothers who were granted a
non-molestation order, or occupation of the family home
more often reported their children as improved than did
mothers who did notachieve these things. Children who
were required, against their wishes, to go on regular
access visits with their fathers and children who became
caught up in custody disputes tended not to improve
and, in a number of cases, became more frightened, or
more unmanageable.

Following separation, the fatherapplied for custody of
47 of the children in the sample and the applications
regarding 41 of these children had been heard priorto the
interview. The results of the initial hearings were that thie
Court directed 21 (51%) of these children to live with
their mothers, 17 (41%) of the children to live with their
fathers, and 3 (790) to live week and week about with
cach parent. Seven of these children had been sexually
molested by their fathers and the Coart initially gave the
father cither custody or shared custody of all seven ot
these children. Followmg the making of these initial
orders there were a number of rehearings and appeals.
As a result, seven of the children who were initiallv
directed to live with their fathers returned to live with
their mothers, and one of the shared custody children
was directed to live solely with its father.

Concliisions

Studies in the USA have suggested that people who have
been abused as children are more likely to be violent
towards their own spouse and children. This link was not
found in the present study. First, no relationship was
found between whether or not the child had been
abused, and the psychological development of the child,
Secondly, the violent husbands who had been abused as
children were not more frequently violent towards their
wives than the husbands who had not been abused as
children

The study did, however, find the previousty reported
link between parental discord and behavioural disorders
in fater life. Ot the children who had spent the first 16
vears of their lite in a violent home, nearty 60 per cent
were classified as disturbed or violent. Nearly 60 per cont
of the husbands in the present sample had been raised by
violent fathers, and the husbands from violent homes
weve more frequently violent towards their wives than
the husbands who had been raised in non-violent
homes.

This suggests that it is not the abuse of the cluld per se
which  has the most detnmmental eftects on the
development ot the child (at Teast in these marriages).
Rather, the results suggest that it is the abuse of one
parent by the other which affects the child most
adversely. The results of the present studv are consistent
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with the conclusions drawn by Michael Rutter move than

10 vears ago:
Studies of unbroken families show that bovs in homes
where there s an unhappy marnage between the
sarent~ c1e mach nwore likely to become deviant than
arc bovs i harmonious homes. Both active discord
and  lack  of affection  are  associated  with  the
development of anti-social disorders. .. The longer the
family discord lasts, the greater the effect on the child
(Rutter, 1971, p. 254).

Although only a minority of the children: :n the families
surveved were themselves assaulted, a majority began to
develop a tear of the violent parent and a significant
proportion began to develop symptoms of emotional dis-
turbance (namely nervousness, withdrawal, and acting
out behaviour). The data obtained on the children whose
parents had separated suggested that, in the majority o
cases, the children became less frightened, less with
drawn, and less unmanageable following departure of
the violent parent from the home.

Implications for Teachers

These results have a number of implications for teachers.”

First, teachers have a responsibility to teach all children
that violent behaviour is unacceptable in the society
outside the home. This means that teachers should
respond firmly to coercive and aggressive behaviour in
children, rather than attempt to ‘compensate’ for a harsh
home life by being more tolerant and more lenient at
school. In other words, teachers should be strict in not
giving in to the tantrums of conduct-disordered children
and should never allow such children to get their own
way or to be reinforced foraggression within the school.
Unless this lesson is learned at school, the chances are
high that the children from violent families will grow up
te repeat the behaviour patterns of their parents.

Secondlv, teachers need ta be aware that in families
where one parent is violent, the chances of child abuse
are very high. Since only child abuse which is detected
can be reported, it follows that teachers need to Ge aware
of which ot their children are growing up in violent
homes, thev need to keep a watch for signs of child abuse
in these cases, and they need to be prepared to report
instances of child abuse to someone who has the power
to intervene authoritatively. In most areas this will be
either the Police, or the Department of Social Welfare or
its equivalent. But in areas where a ‘Child Protection
Team' has been established, reports of child abuse may
be made to this team.

Thirdly, teachers need to appreciate that women who
ar¢ being beaten by their husbands are often looking for
a way out of the violent relationship. Because the
children are also affected by the violence, the teacher will
often be the first to discover that there is violence at
home. While most teachers will not want to intervene
directly in such families, they should at feast point out to
the abused wife that her problem is recognised and that
there are places where one can go for help. Most towns
now have either a refuge or a support group for battered
wives and a reterral to this source of advice and support
will be appropriate in almost all cases of wife abuse.

Finallv, New Zealand teachers need to be aware that
recent changes in the Family Law have made it much
casier for fathers to get custody of their children and that
this seems to have resulted in some violent fathers being
given custody. Because teachers have a large amount of
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ongoing contact with the children of these marriages,
they are often well placed to make an important con-
tribution to the Court’s decision in custody disputes. If,
for example, the behaviour of a child improves following
separation from a violent parent, then this is important
information. It should not be withheld from the Court. It
should be made available. In these cases, the most
appropriate person to get in touch with will usually be
the solicitor who has been appointed to act for the child.

Notes

John Churchis Senior Lecturer in Education at Canterbury Uni-
versity, Christcharch 1. '

An example of overseas research suggesting that (a) high levels

of discord between parents and (b) harsh treatment of the child

by its parents predict the development of behaviour problems

can be found in :

Rutter, M. L. Parent-child separation. Journal of Child Psychology
and Psychutry, 1971, 12, pp. 233-260.

A recently completed New Zealand study showing the same

linkis

Church, R.). Violence Against Wives: Its Causes and Etfects. Christ-
church: Battered Women's Support Group (I.O. Box 5227,
Christchurch), 1984.

Another study of whether children were seriously assaulted by

their fathers (second question) is

Synergy Applied Research Ltd. A Socio-economic Assessment of
New Zealand Women's Refuges. Wellington: Synergy Applied
Research 1.td, 1983.

PPhysical and sexual abuse of children in one third of violent

families is reported in

Hilberman, E. and Munson, K. Sixty battered women. Vi
timology: An International Journal, 1977-78, 2, pp. 460-471.

Studies in the USA suggesting that people who had violent

parents become violent parents can be read aboutin

Straus, M.A , Gelles, R.]. and Steinmets, S.K. Behund Closed
Doors: Vielence i the Amerwan Tamily. New York: Anchor
Books, 1980.

Fhe other references to, and the quotation trom, Michael Rutter
can be found in his article mentioned above.
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Pause Prompt Praise:
Seventeen Years On

Ted Glynn

Seventeen years ago a team of Auckland researchers
investigated the best way to help families help their
own children whao were falling behind in reading. The
answer that parents and researchers developed was a set
of procedures called Pause Prompt Praise. The results for
children’s reading at home were excellent. Parents quickly
learned how to help and their children made big gains. A
small handbuok was published, first in set, then for more
general use, and hundreds of parents have helped their
children with these procedures. However, the gains at
home were not immediately obvious at school where older
low-progress readers missed out on the individual help
that Pause Prompt Praise was able to give Some New
Zealand schools later took up the challenge to help, and
teachers introduced parents to the procedures, so that
families and schools could work together. Research into the
help Pause Prompt Praise was giving to families and
schools has continued to the present. This item describes
where that research has led.

What is Pause Prompt Praise?

The Pause Prompt Praise tutoring procedures iere
developed in Mangere (South Auckland) in 1977. A
team of researchers worked intensively with parents of a
group of 10- to 12-vear-old low-progress readers to produce
a training booklet and video: Remediul Reading at Home:
Helping You to Help Your Child. The booklet and accompany-
ing research monograph were first published by the New
Zealand Council for Educational Research. Subsequent
research led to the book Pause, Prompt and Praise in 1987,
published in the UK. Widespread and continuing interest
in these procedures has resulted in an updated version in
1992. A Maori language version, Tatari, Tautoko, Tauawhi,
has also been developed.

The Pause Prompt Praise procedures were derived from
theory on reading developed by Marte Clay and Stuart
McNaughton. They see proficient reading as learning to
use all the sources of information within and around a text
to understand the particular message being conveyed.
Differences between high-progress and low-progress
readers were thought to lie not only in their success at
identifying letters and letter-sound combinations, but also
in the flexibility and fluency with which they use this infor-
mation together with contextual information.

High rates of self-correction go with high progress
during early reading. However, the reading support avail-
able to low-progress readers may be unhelpful two ways:
(1) low-progress readers may be given fewer opportunities
to read meaningful text of appropriate difficulty; (2) the
type of instruction they receive may prevent them from
learning to integrate contextual and letter-sound informa-
tion and to self-correct. This may lead to dependence on
over-intrusive remedial help. Pause Prompt Praise is
designed for one-to-one oral reading. In this situation low-
progress readers receive more opportunities to self-correct
errors and to practise problem-solving strategies. Parent or
peer tutors assist the struggling readers to learn these
strategies when they

1. pause before responding to children’s errors

2. prompt children to use both contextual and letter-
sound information (rather than telling them the
correct word)

3. praise children’s use of independent strategies such
as self-correction and correction following tutor
prompts.

Most children learn these independent strategies from
their regular engagement with texts, as part of their class-
room reading activities. Indeed, applying Pause Prompt
Praise to readers who are not experiencing difficulties,
or who are making better than average progress is
superfluous.

Pause Prompt Praise aims to break into the cycle of
dependence. Dependence occurs when low-progress
readers, encountering an unknown word, ‘cue’ the teacher
or tutor to tell them the correct word immediately. What the
Pause Prompt Praise tutor does is to help the reader use
all the information available to solve unknown words. Such
information includes (a) background knowledge of the
story topic, (b) familiarity with the language structure of
the text, (c) the meaning contained within the context of
each sentence or paragraph, and (d) the letter-sound intor-
mation within words. Tutors are trained to prompt the
reader to work on the meaning of words first, before
focussing on letter and sound information. Tutors tell the
reader the correct word only as a last resort. Tutors do not
have to respond to every error; they may ignore minor
errors which do not greatly alter the meaning of the text.
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" rect themselves. The pause also allows

Successful use of Pause Prompt Praise depends on
readers having access to a variety of text material of
appropriate difficulty. On the one hand texts should not
be too difficult or challenging 1+ *er e 100 many errors
the tent lose . e +der Onthe other hand,
. ! tnere are too few errors,

v s iew oppnrtumtlex tor tutors to learn to use
Pause Irompt Praise and for readers to practise the skills
needed to correct their errors. Successful use of Pause
Prompt Praise, therefore, requires regular monitoring of
the reader’s accuracy level. Levels of text difficulty need to
be adjusted (upwards or downwards) to maintain an
optimal difficulty level for reader and tutor to work
together. The best difficulty level for using Pause Prompt
Praise is approximately between three and five mistakes
per 50 words.

Seaning tos e

OOt AN

How do you use Pause, Prompt Praise?

igure 1 outlines how to use Pause Prompt and Praise.

Correct Reading is linked directly to Praise. When a
reader correctly reads a phrase, a sentence, a whole page
of a begmmng text, or perhaps a paragraph from a more
advanced text, the tutor should praise
this specifically. Experienced tutors will
praise frequently enough to let the
reader know things are going well, but
not so frequently as to interrupt the flow
of reading. Incorrect Reading refers to
errors of omission as well as to incorrect
words or extra words added, whether
they ‘make sense’ or not. Errors which
are corrected by the reader, without any
help from the tutor are classed as self-
corrections.

When an error occurs, the tutor’s first
task is to Pause. The pause prevents the Y
tutor from interrupting too soon. This
may allow readers to notice for them-
selves that what they have read may not
quite make sense, and, possibly, to cor-

the tutor time to decide what kind of
error has occurred — whether it is a
non-attempt or a substitution which
does not make sense or one which does
make sense. Tutors should pause for up
to five seconds (during which the reader Y
may self correct) or let the reader reach
the end of the phrase or sentence con-
taining the error, and then ask a ques-
tion about the error.

Atter the tutor has paused, and if the
reader has not self-corrected, the tutor
offers a prompt to help the reader with
the word. Here tutors learn to select one
of three kinds of prompt, according to v
the type of error the reader has made.

(1)  For a no-attempt error (not self-
corrected after a pause), the tutor
prompts the reader either to 'Read
on’ if the silence is at the begin-
ning or middle of a sentence or Y
clause; or ‘Read again’ if the
silence is near the end. Sometimes
this kind of prompt is enough for
the reader to pick up the meaning
of the word from the contest of the

Q
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For Correct Readirg -

~entence or story. [f this happens, the reader has
mnade a prompted correction, and the tutor should
praise this.

W ien the error is a word which does make sense the
tutor uses a meaning prompt directing the reader’s
attention to what the word means. Examples include
questions referring to a picture, the context of the sen-
tence, the page, the whole story, or to the reader’s
prior knowledge and experience.

(3) When the error is a word which does make sense the
tutor may then use a letter-sound prompt, directing
the reader’s attention to what the word looks or
sounds like. Note that this kind of prompt is offered
only when the error suggests that the reader has
already understood something of the meaning of the
word.

When readers read the correct word after a tutor
prompt, ‘these prompted corrections should be praised.
Tutors should give no more than two prompts. After the
second prompt, the tutor should tell the reader the correct
word. This is the ‘bottom line’ which tutors try not to reach.

Figure 1
Pause, Prompt, Praise

For Incorrect Reading

v v v

If the word If the word If the word
is not read does not read makes
attempted make sense sense but is
incorrect

from tutor

Self correction,
no help

v
read on aboul what  about the way
or read the word the word looks
again means or sounds




How Effective is Pause, Prompt Praise?

Effectiveness with low-progress readers.  The majoniy .
studies with Pause Prompt Praise ave involved readers
with considerable vederat vves = reading. In twelve
wudivs revio e o 8T s nunamum underachievement
<as wo vedrs Readers inone study were all members of
o ~pecial class tor children with muld inteilectual disability
and in another, readers were all members of a semi-
residential programme for children with behavioural and
learning difficulties. Reading age gains across the twelve
studies ranged from a low of 1.5 months for each month
of tutoring, to a high of 11 months per month of tutoring.
Particularly strong gains were reported when Pause Prompt
Praise was introduced at home and school, with parents
and teachers working in partnership.

Two later studies in the U K investigated the effects of
Pause Prompt Praise with children who were only slightly
underachieving, and with children who had advanced
reading achievement. There was only a small advantage for
the first group and no particular advantage for the second
group. Pause Prompt Praise works best for readers who are
having considerable difficulty with reading.

Successful tutors.  To be successfu! tutors need to increase
their rate of pausing, their rate of prompting (including
using successful prompts), and their rate of praise. In 1985
Stuart McNaughton and [ could report that 62 parents were
tutoring their own children, 31 teachers, parents or
residential staff were tutoring children other than their
own. and 15 older students were tutoring younger
students; all had become successful tutors and had
achieved major reading pains for their learners.

A number of subsequent studies have confirmed that
evervone can easily learn successful pausing, prompting
and praising.

Reading benefits for tutors.  One important discovery has
been that there are reading gains for tutors as well as
readers. It may in fact be more appropriate to sclect as
tutors, readers who are themselves experiencing reading
difficulties, albeit at higher text levels. In 1987 three
primary teachers taught Pause Prompt Praise to three
11-year-olds who themselves had reading deficits of
between one and three vears. They became the tutors for
three 1l-year-olds who were underachieving by between
four and six years. After eight weeks of tutoring, there were
substantial gains for both tutors and readers.

One of the researchers followed this up with ancther
studv this time with ten 9- to ll-vear-old readers.
Underachievement ranged from 7 months behind to 4 years
9 months behind. The three best readers tutored three
others. The four remaining readers did an individualised
tape-assisted reading programme. All the children on the
Pause Prompt Praise programme, both tutors and learners,
gained, on average, 2 years 5 months. The children on the
tape-assisted prcgramme gained 1 year 4 months. Tutor
children gained an average ot 3.5 years, and learner
children gained 1.6 vears. Six months after the programme
was over the three children who had acted as Pause Prompt
Praise tutors still showed the greatest reading gain, by then
4 years.

Older children also gain: in 1993 Houghton and Glynn
introduced Pause Prompt Praise tutoring to tive pairs of
13-vear-old readers. Both tutors and tutees were well
below-average readers. Both groups made major gains in
reading accuracy and comprehension,

Tutor Training.  Given the growing evidence that Pause
Prompt Praise is effective, attention has begun to focus on

Srateges tor training tutors. One line has been to look at

now ettective feedback is when it is provided to tutors by
those who are training them. In 1986 four trainers were
studied as they provided feedback to parents who were
tuturing their own children with Pause Prompt Praise. The
study examined the type of feedback these trainers
provided the parents, and then intervened to improve that
feedback. There were clear changes.

In practically every instance, the trainers (they were
College of Education students) had assumed a high level
of control over the parent tutors, allowing little opportunity
for parents to recall or to self-correct their own tutoring
behaviour. Following the intervention (which aimed to
loosen up this control) the trainers allowed parents much
more opportunity to recall and explain their own use of the
procedures. They provided parents with prompts or cues
about tutoring procedures that were far less intrusive than
before. It is a nice irony that concern about some readers
being overdependent on over-intrusive tutors may be
paralleled by concern about over-intrusive trainers!

From Pause Prompt Praise to Tatari Tautoko
Tauawhi

Pause Prompt Praise has recently been translated into the
Maori language, and presented at a hui (formal gathering)
for Maori staff of the New Zealand Special Education
Service. Together with Ngai Te Rangi and Ngati Ranginui
people of Tauranga, the first author and Maori staff
introduced the procedures (known in Maori as Tatari,
Tautoko, Tauawhi) to assist children who are learning to read
in Maori. Tatari, Tautoke and Tauawhi was trialled by peer
tutoring which is common among Maori and referred to as
tuakana-teina. The tuakana (tutors) were quite successful
in using the procedures in Maori. Following training they
responded to four times more teina (learner) errors,
doubled their rate of pausing, doubled their use of read on
and read again prompts, and doubled their use of praise
for prompted corrections. Although this initial study was
brief, data indicated a lower error rate and a slightly higher
correct rate for teina (learners) in contrast with non-tutored
children. The tuakana (tutor) children also showed
decreased error rates in their own reading.

So seventeen years since the original study began, and
after 15 vears since the first training booklet and video were
produced, Pause Prompt Praise continues to be used
successfully by adults and peer tutors. Struggling readers,
tutors, schools, and families, are all continuing to benefit.

Notes

Ted Glynn is Professo. of Education at the University of Otago,
Box 36, Dunedin, New Zealand.

The original booklet to help parents with Pause Prompt Praise
Glynn, T.. McNaughton, S., Robinson, V. and Quinn, M.
(1979) Remedial reading at home: Helping you to help your child.
Wellington: New Zealand Council for Educational Research,

15 no Jonger in print. However, a revised booklet is available

and a video showing the technique in action. Wnte to: The

l.carning Shop, Box 12-188, Wellington, for
Glynn, T, Dick, M and Flower, D (1992) Pause, Prompt and
Prarse Reading Tutoring Procedures. Tutor's booklet, Wellmgton:
Special Education Service,

and
Dick, M., Glynn, T. and Flower, D. (1992) Pause, Prompt and

Prawse Readmg  Tutanny Procedures: Tulor travmng - vudeo.
Wellington: Special Education Service.
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Subsequent research led to the publication ot
McNaughton, S., Glynn, T. and Robinson. \. (1987) [~
prompt and praise:  Effective  remedial
Birmingham Positive Products

cldewe tutorne

< nwchudee
donn <l Nauertens oo 1983) The Mangere Home

scneatt Remedial Reading Procedures: Continuing
w~earch on their effectiveness. New Zealand Journal of
Psuchologue. 1985, pp. 66-67;

and

Wheldall, K. and Glynn, T. (1989) Effective Classroom learn-
mng. Oxford: Basil Blackwell;

and
Wheldall, K. and Mettem, P. (1985) Behavioural peer tutor-
ing. Training 16-year-old tutors to employ the ‘pause,
prompt and praise’” method with 12-year-old remedial
readers, Educafional Psychology, Vol. 5, pp. 27-44.

The Maori language version has been developed and trialled
by Maori staff of the New Zealand Special Education Service,
teachers, students and whanau at Maungatapu School, and
Hairini Marae, Tauranga. See
Atvars, K and Glynn, T. (1992) Tatari, Tautoko, Tauawhi: Hei
Awhina Tamariki &i te Panui Pukapuka. Videotape. Produced
by Audiovisual Section, Higher Education Development
Centre. Universitv of Otago.

and
Harawira, W., Glynn, T. and Durning, C. (1993) Tatari, Tau-
toko, Tauawhi: Hei Awhina Tamariki ki te Panui Pukapuka.
Tauranga: Bav of Plenty East, Special Education Service.

and
Glynn, T.. Atvars, K., Furlong, M., Davies, M., Rogers, S.
and Teddy, N. (1992) Tatari, Tautoko, Tauawhi: Hei Awhina
Tamariki ki te Panui Pukapuka. Culturai Justice and Ethics

Symposium Report, New Zealand Psychological Society,
Wellington.

The theory of reading developed by Professor Marie Clay and
Dr Stuart McNaughton can be found in
Clay, M.M. (1979) Reading: The patterning of complex behaviour
(2nd edition) Auckland: Heinemann Educational Books.

and
Clay, M. (1991) Becoming literate: The construction of inner
control. Auckland: Heinemann Educational Books.

and

McNaughton, S. (1987) Being skilled: The socializations of
learning to read. London: Methuen.

That high rates of self-correction go with high progress during
early reading, is shown in
Clay, MM. (1969) Reading errors and self-correction
behaviour, British Journal of Educational Psuchology, Vol. 39,
pp. 47-56.

and
Clay (1991) above.

For further discussion of dependence on over-intrusive
remedial help see
McNaughton, S. (1981) Low-progress readers and teacher
instructional behaviour during oral reading. The risk of
maintaining instructional dependence, The Exceptional
Child, Vol. 28, pp. 167-176.

That applying Pause Prompt Praise to those who are experienc-

ing no difficulties in reading is superfluous is discussed in
Wheldall, K. and Glynn, T. (1989) Effective Classroom learn-
ing. Oxtord- Basil Blackwell.

Figure 1 is a modification of that onginally used in Remedial
Reading at Home.
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The review in 1985 of studies on Pause Prompt Praise is
Glynn, T. and McNaughton, S. (1985) The Mangere and
School Remedial Reading Procedures: Continuing research

on their effectiveness, New Zealand Journal of Psychology,
1985, pp. 66-67.

The special class children study is
Love, |. and VanBiervliet, A. (1984) Training parents to be
home reading tutors: Generalization of children’s reading
skills from home to school, The Exceptional Child, Vol. 31, pp.
114-127. :

The study of semi-residential children is
O’Connor, G., Glynn, T. and Tuck, B. (1987) Contexts for
remedial reading: Practice reading and pause, prompt and
praiseé tutoring, Educational Psychology, Vol. 7, pp. 207-223.

Strong gains when Pause Prompt Praise is used both at home
and school are reported in three studies: see
McNaughton, S., Glynn, T., Robinson, V. and Quinn, M.
(1981) Parents as remedial reading tutors: Issues for home and
school. Studies in Education No. 2. Wellington: New Zealand
Council for Educational Research.

and
Scott, ]. and Ballard, K. (1983) Training parents and teachers
in remedial reading procedures for children with learning
difficulties, Educational Psychology, Vol. 3, pp. 15-31.

and O’Connor, Glynn and Tuck (1987) mentioned above.

The two later studies in the UK are reported in Wheldall and
Glynn (1989) mentioned above.

Subsequent studies to those reported in Glynn and McNaugh-
ton (1985) (see above) which confirm that everyone can easily
learn pausing prompting and praising are in
Henderson, W. and Glynn, T. (1986) A feedback procedure
for teacher trainees workins, with parent tutors of reading,
Educational Psychology, Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 159-177.

and Wheldall and Glynn (1989) see above

and
Medcalf, J. and Glynn, T. (1987) Assisting teachers to imple-
ment peer-tutored remedial reading using pause, prompt
and praise procedures, Queensland Journal of Guidance and
Counselling, Vol. 1, pp. 11-23.

and
Houghton, S. and Glynn, T. (1993) Peer tutoring of below-
average secondary school readers with Pause DPrompt
Praise: Successive introduction of tutoring components,
Behaviour Change, Vol. 10, pp. 75-85.

The study in whick three primary teachers taught Pause
Prompt and Praise to 1l-year-olds is in Medcalf and Glynn
(1987), mentioned above. The further follow up study of 9 to
11-year-olds is
Medcalf, J. (1989) Comparison of peer tutored remedial
reading using the Pause Prompt Praise procedures with an
individual tape-assisted reading programme, Educational
Psychology, Vol. 9, No. 3, pp. 253-262.

That older children also gain is detailed in Houghton and
Glynn (1993), referenced above.

The study looking at how trainers of tutors behave — with the
intervention and following discoveries — is in Henderson and
Glynn (1986) referenced above.
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Reading to Pre-schoolers

Models of Tutoring

Stuart McNaughton

Reading to children at home is alive and
well. This research found families in all
socio-economic and cultural groups were
reading to their children. But thev dosoin  {
different stvles, expect different outcomes,
and reflect their own cultures.

Samuan adolescent and an English girl
reflect on different torms of expertrse with
books:

Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting
by her sister on the bank, and of having noth-
ing to do, once or bwice she had peeped into the book her
sister was reading, but it had no pictures or conversa-
tions in it, “and what is the use of a book,” thought Alice,
‘without pictures or conversations?’

Alice’s Adeentures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

Fam good at prayers because. since Iwas a tiny boy, my
tather he get me and my brothers and my sisters and mv
cousins for to learn how to make the prayers. He aleo get
us tor to read from the Holv Book until now Tam sixteen
vears old and am an expert in the reading of the book.

Exam Failire Praving. Albert Wendt, 1986, p.54

The tamily activity of reading books reveals a great deal
about what matters to people. And so it also tells us about
the education they seek. This set item is concerned with
understanding how expertise in reading storybooks devel-
ops. It uses a contemporary psychological model of tutor-
ing (scaffolding) and checks if this helps us understand
what is really going on in different socio-cultural groups,

To give vou the first conclusion first: some families in
Aotearoa/ New Zealand read storvbooks with their
preschoolers in ways that are at odds with the way the
theories sav are the most effective. They do not, of course,
do this perversely, nor out of ignorance. They have ditterent
purposes tor text than those who invented the theories. You
can see that Alice expects to see prctures and hear talk in a
narrative, but the lo-vear-old Samoan boy in Albert
Wendt's storv takes pride m being an expert in “the reading
of the book.”

Storybook reading : tutors and scaffolds

tudies ot how reading storvbooks helps children's

development have viclded two resalts, The firsts that a
standard titorial pattern has been identified. The second s
that not all socio-cultural groups use the tutorial pattern
eaacthy the scame wav
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The standard description of interactions between readers
and preschoolers goes back atleast to work by Wood,
Bruner and Ross in 1976, They described the tutor as pro-
viding scaffolding. That metaphor has been extensively
applied and elaborated in further studies, particularly of the
development of language and literacy.

In general, scaffolds are described as providing tutorial
support which is adjustable and temporary. In the reading
of storvbooks with children at home the selection and use
of storybooks themselves is a form of support. In addition,
dynamic support has been seen in the conversations which
are interspersed during the reading of the text. The reader
structures the interactions using, and responding to, ques-
tions and comments. The function of this structuring is to
vield conversational exchanges which are shared ways of
constructing meanings from written narratives. The tutor
models, directs and prompts.

The tutor adjusts his or her role according to the way the
child develops meanings. Within repeated readings of
books, and of different books, support for the chitd shifts.
The tutor moves the responsibility for learning-how -to-
interact-with-text from himsclf/herselt, to the child. The
expert (reader/tutor) is aware that the novice
(chitd/learner), through personal constructive processes
labelled ‘internalization” or "appropriation’, is able to han-
dle parts of reading on his or her own, and removes the
scaffolding which is no longer necessary.

Scaffolds enable expert and novice, parent and child, to
share commonly held ideas about what they are aiming to
do; they know about cach other's focus or intentions. This
common goal can be seen developing in the negotiations
during conversations and in the success of conversational
exchanges.

Tutorials which "scatfold” expertise in family language
and literacy are said to be, “engaging the learner in activities
which are mature social and cultural uses of narrative
texts.” This means that children are engaged in something,
that in itself is not isolated, fragmented and cut loose trom
evervday uses The reading ot storvbooks ts, in this way,
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like adult uses of written language. To concentrate on letter-
sound associations, however, would not resemble the ordi
nary, adult, everv-day use ot books. Animpaortant feature is
thal ~caffolds are socialization Processes
Drtorals which have these ieatares are supposed to be
St e ter acquuirii g expertise m general, and particularh
v e e development of earty literacy sKills.

Storubook reading « differing socio-cultural settings

The details of the tutorial/scattolding modet come from
intensive case studies and group studics, mostly of white
middle-class famihies. This has led researchers to conclude
that:

Children almost never encounter an oral rendering of the
text of the book in a storvbook-reading situation. Instead,
the words of the author are surrounded by the language
of the adult reader and the childireny and the social inter-
action among them. During this interaction the partici-
pants co-operatively seek to negotiate meaning through
verbal and nonverbal means.

Sulzby and Teale. 1991, p. 733

Studies of low SES families in which storvbook reading
has been a regular family activity describe the interaction ot
adults and children as more restricted with a more limited
focus on meanings and less co-operative dialogue.
However, researchers who have deliberatelv introduced
narrative texts mto the literacy practices of black fow SES
families have noted the similarity between subsequent
interactions and those in mainstream families.

Warning: there is a major assumption underlyving these
descriptions of tutoring and scaffolding and the research
among low SES and black families: it s that tiere is a right
way to read starybooks to children. This unacknow ledged
belief is that scaffolded storvbook reading, with a focus on
narrative meanings and proscntcd in a collaborative style, is
the appropriate and most effective way to socialize children
into expertise with written language. What follows this
assumption is the conclusion that those tamilies who do not
read with their children in this manner are socializing their
children inadequately. This is supported by evidence which
suggests that frequent storybook readln;, which uses the
standard pattern is related to higher achievement levels in
learning to read at school.

Three studies of storybook reading

t the end of this item we will return to discuss whether
the underlving assumption is safe or dangerous.
Before this, three studies of storybook reading in different
families in Aotearpa/New Zealand are discussed. In these
studies we have found the presence of substantially differ-
ent patterns of tutoring and scaffolding. The extent and
nature of those ditterences has caused us to question the
uscfulness of the standard model. A modified model of
tutorial proeesses is proposed.

Study One (Phillips and McNaughton)

Ten families responded te advertisements in suburban
tibraries and bookshops tar tamilies interested i books and
book reading. These tamilies were Pakeha (Pakeha means
people of European, particularly British descent). The
incomes and occupations placed them in the top two SES
groupsin Aotearoa/New Zealand. In cach family there
were two adults and 1 or 2 children, and the mother was

the major caregiver.
and 4 - vears old.

I'he families read frequently - on average 3 books a day
(87 in 28 days). Most of the books (95 percent) told a story.
Both readers (predominantly the mothers) and the children
initiated these sessions but it was usually the child who
chose the book to be read.

After the first 28 days we introduced the family to books
we chose. They were unfamiliar but similar to the ones they
usually read. This enabled us to watch what was going on,
particularly the tutorial processes, with standard texts.

Reading a book usually meant the parent reading the
text, but not straight through; the reading was punctuated
by verbal exchanges ("insertions’). Infrequently parents
made verbal and non-verbal invitations to read and the
child attempted to read. This occurred so infrequently that
it was not included in the resulting analysis. We worked out
what the goals of the reader and the child were by analysis
of the msertions; there were several types.

The 6 boys and 4 girlsawere between 3

Narratioe insertions focused on information relevant to, or
consistent with, the events and the goals of the narrative. In
Example i, the reader’s comment in reference to an illustra-
tion ‘Goodness! He's a big frog’, and the child’s question
later, 'l wonder what those frogs are looking at him fo1?” are
the beginning of a narrative insertion.

Example 1

Insertion with Narrative Focus

Text

In the dream time there lived a giant frog called
Tiddalik. One morning when he awoke, he said to
himself, ‘I am so thirsty, J couid drink a lake!” and that is
what he did.

Initial Reading

Reader:  Guodness! He's a big frog.
Child: And look at those little frogs.
Reader:  Yes (laughing). They're all ooking at him.

Probably going, ‘H-u-u-u. What an enormous
one!

Muitiple Reading

Child:  1wonder what those frogs are looking at him
for?

Reader:  Why do vou think?

Child:  Tdon’tknow.

Reader:  What! Do you think they're a bit surprised at
how large he is and what he's doing?

Child. I think... well, he's eating ail their water.

Reader:  Yes, Ido too.

Pront insertions focused on concepts about print including
references to letters, words and pages as well as attributes
of books and print. The reader saying, in Example 2, "First
vou can show mummy where the front of the book is?’,
begins a print insertion.

Other Book Insertions induded questions and comments that
were book related but not focused on the narrative or on
concepts about print. There was an example during the
same session as in Example 1 - a question about an itlustra-
tion unrelated to the narrative: "Mum. | run over to those
trees?”’

6
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When the readers and children were following perfor-
mance routines the tutoring they gave did not have the char-
acteristics of the standard scaffolding model. The focus was
different: it was on accurate rendering of the text, and it
was not obviously collaborative.

The storybook reading showed that these families, partic-
ularly the Maori and Samoan families, could read with tex-
tual dexterity. They could do it in ways recommended by
schools as educationally sound. But they selected a wider
range of books than the high SES families in the previous
study and, most importantly, they could shift the way they
interacted within and across teats.

Study Three (Wolfgramm)

This study is of a more homogeneous group of families.
Eight Tongan families, permanent residents in New
Zealand, who all attended one church, were contacted
through personal networks. They identified their families
as Tongan ("Mo'ui Fakatonga’). Their occupations placed
them at level 4 and 5 on the New Zealand SES index.
Adults other than parents, as well as nieces and nephews,
lived in five households. There were 2 to 5 children in the
families, one of whom in each family, a 3- or 4-year-old, was
the focus of our attention.

Four families read daily with the pre-schooler. The other
four families read three times a week. In four of the families
one person consistently read, in the other families young
aunts and older siblings also assumed the role. The book
reading settings were all multiparty but with an adult care-
giver present.

Example 4

Routines with a Performance Focus

Early Reading

Reader:  Why hares have long cars.
Child: ~ Why hares have long cars.
Reader:  Once upon a time.
Child: Once upon a time.

Familiar Reading

Child:  Sheis up on the tree.

She is up on the... (pause)
Reader:  Stool.
Child: Stool.

She is up on the horse.

Multiple Reading

Child: One day mouse, rabbit and elephant went to
the fair. Mouse went up, rabbit went up,
elephant went up.

L

All 8 families read storvbooks and in 5 families other
books too. Five families supplied audiotapes in which at
least two storybook readings occurred over a week. In one
family there were no insertions or performance routines:
the reader read without interruptions.

In four families, 3 'stages’ of tutoring were observed;
these employed only performance routines and are shown
in Example 4. In the initial stage the reader demonstrated a
part of the text and the child imitated. In the second stage
children read much of the text by themselves and hesita-
@ s ormisreadings were repaired by the reader. In the
E MC stage the whole text was performed alonc. There were
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examples from three families of preschoolers reading texts
entirely by themselves.

What we learnt about performance tutorials and
scaffolding

Some families in Aotearoa/New Zealand use a tutorial
pattern which does not fit the standard scaffolding
model. Some families practise this relatively exclusively.
Others are pedagogically dexterous, shifting between two
major forms, each of which appears to have distinct goals.
If the ‘mainstream’ Pakeha children in Study 1 could be
described as apprenticed to comprehension, then children in
Studies 2 and 3 reading storvbooks as a performance were
apprenticed also to verisinnlitude,

This non-standard tutcrial is not simple: it shares meas of
the core features of other effective tutorials. For exampl -
we saw very effective tutorial ;tructures being created,
structures which were both adjustable and temporary, as
they should be. The support afforded by a complete
demonstration of the text could be systematically reduced,
(and re-applied if necessary) depending on the child's
growing control over the text. As a consequence, responsi-
bility for accurate performance shifted to the child. There
was a shared focus with no confusion over what was
expected, even by siblings and other family members Some
families (in the second study) could shift, seemingly with
ease, between the two forms of tutorial.

However, it is more difficult to see ’self-regulation’
developing during performance tutorials. In mainstream
book reading, you hope to see checking, reflection and
inquiry developing; these are not parts of the performance
activity. As you become an expert performer vou have to
monitor yourself to prevent inaccuracy, but as a novice per-
former you have to limit creativeness.

Performance tutorials, pedagogy and culture

hen the Study 3 children were learning to read out

loud, accurately, through the teaching style and scaf-
folding we have called performance tutorials, they were
busy with a mature task which both expressed cultural val-
ues and constructed cultural values. Culturai messages are,
of course, multifaceted, and only limited observations can
be made here. Similarly, there are important differences
within families and between groups of families, and they
can not be treated in depth here.

Authority

Under some conditions the performance tutorial form may
be a preferred way of teaching for Maori. In times gone by
rote learning and memorisation were key instructional
devices, especially for the essential shared knowledge of the
tribe contained in geneaiogies, songs and narratives.

Maori puukenga (knowledgeable experts) set unfashion-
able store by memorisation and rote learming
Nowadavs... these learning sessions follow a similar pro-
cedure, with vanations, repeating each name or phrasce a
couple of times, adding the next, repeating 2gain from
the beginning, adding the next, repeating again, and <o
on to the end. Some “teachers’ using this method give hit-
tle or no explanation of the content until the words have
been mastered; others discuss meaning at intervals dur-
ing the memorising, arguing that it is casier to remember

8 8what is understood. ... it is clear that rote learning is not
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Example 2
Insertion with Print Focus

Reader  First vou can show Mummy where the front
of the book is? Show me where the front of
the book is.

Child: Yeah.

Reader: The front, where’s the front?

Child: Here.
Reader:  Okay. You turn the page. Where's the back of
the book?

Child:  Here.

Reader:  Where do you start reading? Which side?
Which side do vou start reading?

Child:  This side.

Reader:  Which one?

Child: This side.

Reader:  That's right. Oh! (page turned). This is where
the story begins. ‘No more cakes.” That's the...
that’s the name of the story.

Qther Insertions were those insertions unrelated to book
reading; typically to do with child management and inter-
ruptions to reading,.

Results and analysis

ounting the insertions showed clearly that the focus for

both the readers and the children was overwhelmingly
on the narrative structure of the texts they read. Of the 647
insertions analysed, 86 percent of them were focused on the
narrative.

The pattern of interaction between parent and child fits
exactly the standard scaffolding model: reader and child
collaborated in exchanges to construct meanings for the
text. The preschooler participated as a full conversational
partnu in setting the topic.

Core features of the scaffolding mode] are found in
Example 1. The child was engaged in a form of a mature
task (reading for meanings) which was valued and func-
tional in the family setting. Among other resources these
families had on average over 450 adults’ and children’s
books in the home, and the parents estimated that they
spent over 2 hours in reading and writing activities per day.

The tutorial support was adjustable and temporary. In
Example 1, the mother first focused the child’s attention on
the central narrative problem in the story: the giant frog has
drunk all the water and the other animals have to find a
way to get it back. By the last reading the child took respon-
sibility for inserting dialogue at this point, also focusing on
the problem. In the ensuing conversation the mother’s part
in the dialogue supports, through prompts, the child’s artic-
ulation of the problem: ‘I think... well... he's eating all their
water.’

Quantitative analyses showed that in the first readings
the adults concentrated on clarifying the narrative, and
over time reduced their emphasis, as the children more
often initiated this clarifying talk. The reader then shifted
the focus towards making links with what was coming
next. The children’s self initiated questioning and checking
showed the development of self regulation.

Study Two (McNaughton and Ka'ai)

A second study, involved families from different socio-cul-
@ ~al groups. Would the same tutorial/scaffolding model

E mc‘aly?
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We began not by looking for families but by finding pre-
schoolers who looked like becoming good readers at school.
Older sisters and brothers helped find these children.
Twelve families are described here. We audiotaped samples
of books being read when the children were aged between
three and four years. The families identified themselves as
Maori (3), Pakeha (6) and Samoan (3). Maori, Samoan and
Pakeha researchers worked with them. Incomes and occu-
pations placed them in socioeconomic levels 4 and 5 (the
New Zealand SES index has 6 levels). The families had two
parents (and sometimes more adults from an extended fam-
ilv) and three or more children. The Samoan families were
fully bilingual.

Reading and writing for a range of purposes were highly
valued adult activities. Reading books was a daily occur-
rence, But in the majority of the Maori and Samoan house-
holds reading was typically done in groups of 3 or more,
with other members of the family such as an older sibling
or an auntie still at school often taking the role of reader.
Eleven of the 12 families read story books. But in 7 families
other books, including church texts, were selected more
often for reading.

The standard tutorial pattern was present. The majority

of insertions (60 percent of total insertions), and subsequent
exchanges, had readers and children collaborating in con-
structing meaninigs frem the text. But on some occasions a
different form of interaction took place. These are a type of
Janguage routine which we called performance routines.

Performance routines occurred when part of the text was
repeated by the child. On these occasions (16 percent of the
insertions and routines) the reader indicated, through into-
nation patterns and pauses, that a model had been pro-
vided and the child’s task was to imitate. These
performance routines were even more noticeable on texts
that were not storybooks. Examples of both types of inter-
actions are shown in Example 3. They come from a book
reading session in a Maori family. A storybook was read
collaboratively (all 13 insertions had a narrative focus).
However, a cousin’s school book (a beginning reader) was
read using performance routines on every line of text.

Example 3

Shifting tutorial styles in one book reading session by one
family (child age 4:11)

(Book One - home storybook)

Text

Patch had been given the job of painting white lines for
the running lanes.

Reader: What are they doing there D...2

Child:  Painting... a line.

Reader:  So that they can run down the track straight.

(Book Two — cousin’s school book)

Text

Andrew had an engine called Red Streak.
Reader:  Andrew.

Child: Andrew.

Reader:  had.

Child: had.

Reader: anengine.

Child:  anengine.

Reader:  called.

Child: called.
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an end in itself but the first step towards the goal of
meaningful performance. ... knowing which to use and
when. and that depends on knowing the background,
being able to size up the situation, and to make the right
choice. Metge, 1984
In an oral culture the accuracy of oral texts and a stress
on the preservation of knowledge are central concerns. It is
also linked to a principle that knowledge is precious and to
be treasured. This sense of guardianship and protection
reinforces the value of representing knowledge accurately
and without embellishment.

For Samoan families written texts reflect a set of values
associated with the authority of church teachings and a
strong respect for the church and for schooling. Early liter-
acy experiences and resources are promoted and channelied
by the pastor scheol (in Samoa) and by Sunday school
sponsored activities in Aotearoa/New Zealand. The read-
ing of texts also represents the authority of elders, and sup-
ports adherence to significant religious beliefs.

In dailv reading from the Bible and family devotions
(lotu) which are common in Samoan families can be seen
the purposes of religious beliefs. But there are also others,
including the cohesion of the family, and its commitment to
shared beliefs, roles and responsibilities in the faa’samoa
(the Samoan way). At a family's lotu there may be grand-
parents, parents, children and grandchildren. The perfor-
mance tutorial is used when younger members are taught
biblical passages. During lotu the leader (who reads first)
has a position of prestige. Asking younger family members
to take over the role of leading the devotion marks a stage
in their lives but is also fulfilling the older members’
responsibility for nurturing the younger ones (including
aiding their reading development) and as a way of telling
them that they are cared for.

The authority of texts and the presence of performance
tutorials is associated with religious values in Tongan fami-
lies tco. For example, the performance tutorial is a standard
form used in Sunday Schools to learn hymns and church
texts. The Tongan children in Study 3 were observed learn-
ing hymns, bible verses and articles of faith at their Sunday
School. Performance tutorials were used in these activities.
A segment of one such tutorial, part way through the Jearn-
ing of a new hymn, is shown in Example 5.

Example 5

A segment from a Performance tutorial for learning a
hymn i a Tongan Sundav school (from Wolfgranm, 1991)

Teacher: ... Taha ... Hiva![... One... Sing!]
(Pointing at the board)

Class: (The class sings the first line of the hymn)

Teacher: Toe ai... Ua... Hiva! [Again ... Two ... Sing!]

Class: (The class sings again the first line of the
hymn)

Teacher:  Sai ... [Good ...}
(The teacher then sings second line of the
hymn)

Teacher:  A'i peia ... [Sing just that line ..]

Class:

(The class sings the second line of the hymn)

The role of the individual

Important views of both family roles and the nature of hteracy

All book reading in the Tongan families involved more than
one other person. Older brothers and sisters, aunties and
female cousins were part. By contrast, even though seven of
the ten pakeha middle-class families in Study 1 had two or
more children, only a third of the sessions in 28 davs
involved more than one reader and the preschooler. In all of
the Maori and Samoan families in Study 2 there were exam-
ples of multiparty sessions while in only two of the pakeha
families was this the case, despite there being older siblings.

Group learning is a preferred pedagogical mode for
Maori. However, this does not exclude personal learning
interactions; these can be seen occurring in group settings
and shared activities. But the development of individual
expertise carries responsibilities: for Maori, knowledge is a
group passession, does not belong to the individual and is
to be used in the service of the group. Part of whanaunga-
tanga [familiness] is the relationship fuakana-teina — an
older sibling or more expert member of the group takes
responsibility for the needs of a younger or less expert
member.

Similarly, in Samoan society older siblings and extended
family are often expected to take immediate responsibility
for Jooking after the needs of a younger child, at times
instead of a parent. This carries meanings about the status
of childrearers, reflecting values associated with the priority
of familiness, including loyalty to the extended family unit.

In Tongan families similar principles are at work in who
reads to the preschooler. In traditionza] society as soon as a
child is weaned and becomes less reliant on his cr her
mother, older children in the familv take charge. The value
of this responsibility within the group is derived from the
principle of ‘Fatongia’ (the Tongan way). Older extended
family members have a role to care for the younger.

Is there a best way of reading with preschoolers?

As the examples have shown there is not one ‘best’ way. It
depends what you are trying to do. Contrast these two: (1)
the mainstream parent preparing the child for mainstream
schooling and, along the way, instilling attitudes to life —
an emphasis on independence and a personal focus; (2) the
Tongan family preparing the child to take part in worship
and, along the way, instilling attitudes to life — it is a fam-
ily affair.

However, the tutorials and scaffolding for both cultures
can be carried out with flair, or rather badly or somewhere
in between, Different configurations will have their own
internal criteria for effectiveness. Tutorials can be well or
poorly implemented to achieve the purposes of the family’s
literacy practices and more general socialization goals. For
example, the degree of overt collaboration and the coher-
ence of the questions and comments in collaborative partici-
pation might determine the development of comprehension
strategies for narrative texts. In directed performance tuto-
rials the clarity and chunking of the model may determine
the speed of acquisition of accurate performance.

Why has the view that the best sort of pre-school reading
is reading-for-meaning-in-stories been so strongly sup-
ported? Literacy development often has been assumed to
follow a fixed unitary sequence dictated by universal stages
or constructed through a core set of concepts. In either case,
development is scen as moving inexorably towards a final
state defined by school forms of literacy. Research evidence
supports the argument that schema for narrative structures
and comprehension strategies develop from collaborative
participation. Limited storybook reading, as well as infre-
quent experience of collaborative participation in storybook
reading, has been associated with problems in the develop-




ment of literacy at school. For these sorts of reasons book
reading experiences which are not like mainstream ways
come to be seen (explicitly or implicitly) as non-functional
or inadequate.

However, no child nowadays is taught in just one way —
the family, the school, the television, and the sports club
may all teach in different ways and all affect the child’s
development. Some forms of literacy certainly carry more
‘cultural capital’ in an educational system than others. For
example, in Aotearoa/New Zealand, schools build upon
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sal stages, or through a core set of concepts can be found in
Goodman, Y. (1990) How children construct literacy. Newark:
International Reading Association.

and
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An Unsuspected Role of Television
ELEVISION might be some use in education if
there is no other light : vou can read a book with
your back to a switched-on screen. So said Neil
Postman in 1986. The great mass of research on
television has supposed that people near the TV were actu-
ally watching the screen, even if ~nly sporadically. So
analyses of programme content, of viewers’ perceptions, of
learning, of behavioural effects and of appreeiation have all
had their place. A few studies have conceived of television
as a piece of the furniture or as a member of the family,
and others have decumented television’s role in supplant-
ing other activitics, Very few if anystudies have dealt with
the possibility that, at least for some of the time, television
may supply a kind of welcome, though empty, presence
that may actually facilitate other activity. It may even be
thought to be useful to help seme people get on with their
homework.

The Idea of the Screen as a Protector
In Victorian times a screen was a prece ot furniture which
provided privacy. Ornamented screens were good to
look at but did not command a great deal of attention, for
the main purpose of a screen was to act as a limited barrier.
In the age of television the meaning of the word “sereen’
has changed, and it is generally thought of as the principal
object of attention. Some educators and parents have
thought of television as a threat, cither because it
commands their attention completely, or because it inter-
teres with the pupil’s application to his or her homework.
Yet it is a common observation that children want to, and
do choose to do their school homework with a musical
accompaniment, cither from radio or some other source.
Similarly, some children do therr homework with the tele-
Vision switched on.

Nicola Belsham

The weight of tradition and evidence in cognitive
psvchology gives the impression that switched-on televi-
sion is detrimental to concentration on bookwork. This
effect may well be true; but the active screen may neverthe-
less be a common enough experience. Further, people who
have this ~xperience may explain it in certain ways which
they consider are convincing, but which may or may not be
valid. For example, someone may answer that they like to
have the television on while they do bookwork and explain
that it helps them to concentrate and work more effec-
tively; tests may show that such a person does work more
effectively with a television background (and if so, the
ciaim is valid) or that with it he or she works less effec-
tively (in which case the claim is not valid). This study
does not tackle the problem of validity, but gives some
idea of how many people do bookwork with background
television, and looks at some of the explanations which
people give.

Methods

P he Broadcasters’ Audience Research Board runs a

Television Opinion Panel in which some 3000 peopic
return diaries, weekly, with evidence of which
programmes they have seen and to what extent this view-
ing has been appreciated. These panellists are also sent
other questions which vary week by week. On one such
week they were asked to reply to a set of questions under
the heading ‘Working with Television’. The first four
questions specified different kinds of honmework with writ-

Reprinted from the Journal of Educational Television,
Vol. 16, No.2, 1950.
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ing, and people were asked »imply to answer ves or no.
Two of the categories of work (school homework, and
writing ‘on which vou have to concentrate’) were then
taken separately and, for cach people wore asked to iden:
HEv (from a ~et of contimgenciesy how they “hike to have the
W Leoendd e

enl ol DAY SRS

»oShort Gquest enbaae tour dccounts ot
Jistractor, and tour
con teleyision niugnt taahtate homework, were
siven and vou were asked how much vou agreed, or
dagreed. with them,

cith televis o as o

YR

DosotaMiiy

Results

P

cople were first asked separately whether they did
various kinds of work at home (see Table 1).

Table 1

Reports of home activity

Percentages who report
the activity

Age (vears) Saciv-economic

status

Activity All (12+) 12-15 16-24 AB, DE
{high)  (low)

School homew ork 12 74 21 18 9

Writing letters. ¢1

other items necding

concentration 58 3R 62 66 52

Reading tor work,

needing concentriation 24 38 R 41 15

Reading tor pleasure.

but requiring

concentration 57 55 86 [ RS

Base numbers 3020 208 356 176 835

Those who do school homework most frequently are
children aged 12 to 15, but one-fifth of 16- to 24-vear-olds
also do school homework. Of course, adults do not do
schaol homework, and the results show this, but over half
the population, of whatever age or social class, say they do
some kind of writing at home which requires concentra-
tion, or reading for pleasure. One quarter, overall, say
they must read for work. In all these activities, people of
high socio-economic status are more likely than the popu-
lation at large to say they are involved, while those of
lower status are less likely to be invalved.

How frequently do people have the television turned on
whilst doing intellectual work? (see Table 2)

More people, especially those aged 12 ta 15. say they
work with the television switched on than with it off. This
applies for school homework but also for writing.
Amongst those who work with the television on, half (for
school homework) or two-thirds (for writing) appear indif-
ferent to the presence of the active screen; further, more
people say they like to have the accompaniment than say it
is an impediment,

It is no surprise that most school homework is done by
the voungest age group, but this group is not otherwise
conspicuously different from the population at large: fifty-
cight percent do non-school written work with a television
accompaniment. It is not just the young who grew up with
TV who can concentrate while it is on. Socio-economic
status is a pointer: mare high SES people prefer not to do
,oir work with television switched on. But all those who

Table 2

lelevision us an accompaniment to intellectual work

Percentages who report
the activity

Age (vears) Socio-econamic
status

Activity All(12-) 1215 1624 AB, DE
(high)  (low)

ke to have TV on

while Tdo:

school homework 3 24 3 4 2

wrniting, requiring

concentration 9 13 13 3 10

TV 1s usually on, but,

makes no difference

with doing:

school homework 4 20 8 6 3

writing, requiring

concentration 25 21 27 25 24

TV is usually on.

and makes it

difficult to do:

school homework 1 6 2 1 1

writing, requiring

concentration 5 5 7 5 4

Totals

TV on, with:

school homework 8 50 13 i1 6

writing, requiring

concentration 39 39 47 36 38

Done, but not

when TV is

switched on:

school homework 5 23 9 10 4

writing, requiring

concentration 32 21 27 43 26

Questions not

answered about

school homework 45 20 32 34 54

writing, requiring

concentration 20 20 15 12 27

Base numbers 3020 208 356 176 835

do work with a television accompaniment are much the
same in the extent to which they like, dislike or are indif-
ferent to television’s presence.

Reasons for Finding Television Accompaniment Useful
(or Not)
our kinds of explanatior.s of what goes on if a person
has to work with a television accompaniment were put.
The respondents were asked whether they agreed or
disagreed with each. In each kind of explanation, one posi-
tive and one negative function was outlined (see Table 3).
For three of the four pairs of items, the negative conse-
quence was more often affirmed than was the positive.
Nevertheless, substantial numbers did agreed with these
statements of positive functioning, and in the case of TV's
s~cial role these numbers were in a small majority.
Two items explore the possibility that television may
distract (or attract) some other person whose presence is
likely to be disturbing., There is a bare majority for the

2
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positive one of these two items, with a clear rejection of the
other. Television is felt to work usefully as a social distrac-
tor - more because people think that TV is not a "social
magnet’ than because they think it is a "social centrifuge ”

Between particular subgroups the results are very difter
«nt Although not shown there are neghgible differences

answers between men and wonmen, and small ditrer-
caces betw o socio-economie subgroups. There are major
Afterences, however, with age: in general, the voungest
~ubgroup accepts the positive reles of what, to older
people, are drawbacks. The one item on which all agree,
on balance, is that ‘the activity on the television distracts
my attention quite a bit’; even so, there remain 29% who
reject this, and among the voungest age group there 1s only
aweak marginal agreement that TV distracts.

New Findings

More recently a similar survey was made through a
panel of children. The results are not yet fully
written up but the data is of interest. The children were
asked:
Thinking about your school homeicork, which of the following
apply to you (circle one snonber).
The results are in Table 4 on the next page.

Over half the 13- to 15-year-olds do their homework with
the TV on, though about 12% of them find it a distraction.
More girls work with the TV on than boys. It is the 10- to
12-year-olds who find the TV most distracting. These
results confirm and add ta the other survey.

Table 3

Reasons for finding television a help or hindrance to work

Percentage of respondents

Scale score*
by age {vears)

N

Not

Net

Agreeing, Disagreeing 12-15 55+
Response . Freciia sure iR & Agreement
Social role
Having a TV on helps me to
keep someone else in the room
interested, and stops them .
interrupting me 38 25 37 +1 56 40
The TV on brings scmeone else
into the room and I get
interrupted 21 26 53 -32 39 10
Net total +33 +17 0
Auditory Role
The sound of music cuts me off
from things and helps me
concentrate 31 27 42 -1 56 35
The sound of music interrupts
my concentration 37 19 44 -7 38 56
Net total - +18 =21
Emotional role
Having a TV on reassures me
and [ get on with my work 18 27 55 -37 44 27
The activity on TV makes me
feel on edge and uneasy about
getting on with my work 30 23 17 -17 3 52
Net total =20 +5 -25
Distractor role
Having music on keeps other
people from distracting me 25 33 42 =27 51 35
The activity on the TV
distracts my attention quite a
bit S0 21 29 +21 58 65
Net total -48 -7 =30

* Seales scores are caleulated by giving 100 pomts tor those agreeing strongly, 75 tor those agreemng, 50 tor those not sare, 25 for those
Q *agreeing and 0 for those disagreeing strongly, and then obtaining the average These igures contrast the young and the celderly
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Table 4

Ciuldren’s Pavel opotions on TV and homework

Age Socio-economic
status
A Bovs Carls
_9 _ _ ~ ~ :
sHoresaits as pcrcenmgc 7 10-12 13-15 ABLL CDE
fdo hnmc \\mI\ and 1 like to have TV
on while I do it 14 12 16 8 15 19 il 16
2.1do homework where the TV 15 usually
switched on, which makes no
difference to me 21 20 22 i0 25 27 19 22
3. 1do homewaork and the TV is usually
switched on, which makes
working difficult 7 7 7 6 10 6 7 8
Total % working with TV on 42 39 46 24 50 52 37 46
4.1do homework, but where the TV is
not switched on 33 35 30 33 28 36 42 27
S.Tdon’t do homework at home 10 10 9 21 8 1 11 9
No answer 15 15 15 21 14 1 11 17
Number of children 842 407 435 291 277 274 378 464
nclusion
Conclusions Notes

Homework 15 a particular valuable part of the process of
education.  Three-quarters of the 12- to 15- year-olds
say that they do homework. Modern parents will observe
that homework is often done, even in the seclusion of
one’s own room, with music switched on. In some cases
homework is done with television. This may be by default,
and reluctantly, as when accommodation is limited, or it
may be by consent or even by preference when seclusion is
possible. An orthodox view from the world of cognitive
psychology would be to consider television (or just radio
music) as a dysfunctional distraction; however, again at an
anccdotal level, some young students refute this and even
claim advantages for what is informationally a ‘noisy’
environment for irieflectual work.

This study does not intend to solve these probiems. It
does show how widespread the experience of noisy work
environments really is. Half our young teenagers do their
homework to a television accompaniment, as do two out of
five in the public at large.

As to the reasons for welcoming added noise or for find-
ing 1t difficult, this study has made a small start by propos-
ing a few possible suggestions and finding how far they
are supported. None of the suggestions was dismissed
outright. Only ane is broadly agreed with, at a whole
«ample level, but three are broadly affirmed by the young
teenagers,

These results invite extension. If people say that the
sound of music acts as a kind of ‘sensory curtain’ and actu-
ally helps them to concentrate, does this apply more to
people who are essentially unmusical, so that the music
functions as the noise of a waterfall might to others?  Are
the claims of such people substantiated in the production
of more or better homework than they would produce
without music? These, and many other questions arising
from these results, await investigation. It is clear, however,
that it would be wrong simply to say that television (or
musical accompaniment) to intellectual homework is a
ﬁ-waack

r J.M. Waber is Deputy Head of Researon at the Independent

Television Commission, 70 Brompton Rd, London SW3 1EY,
United Kingdom. He is a former lecturer at Makerere University,
Uganda.

Thus article - 10 a shghtly fuller form - first appeared as ‘Never Mind
the Picture, Sense the Screen’ in the Journal of Educational Television,
Vol. 16, No. 2, 1990. OQur thanks to the editors for permission to
reprint.
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