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ABSTRACT
Wages and salaries are influenced by many factors,

including the employer's perception of the productivity and
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also affected by economic conditions in the industries that typically

employ workers with different levels of education. Annual earnings
are influenced by the number of weeks worked in a year and the usual
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earnings advantage of having attended only some college. (A chart
illustrates the percentage difference between median annual earnings
of wage and salary workers who are high school graduates and workers

with other levels of educational attainment by sex, race/ethnicity,
type of worker, and age. Four charts show percentage of difference
between median annual earnings of all wage and salary workers who are
high school graduates and workers with other levels of educational
attainment for these four populations: males 25-34 years old, males
45-54 years old, females 25-34 years old, and females 45-54 years
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Annual earnings of young adults

Wages and salaries are influenced by many factors, including the employer's perception of the
productivity and the availability of workers with different levels of education. They are also affected
by economic conditions in the industries that typically employ workers with different levels of
education. Annual earnings are Influenced by the number of weeks worked In a year and the usual
hours worked each week. The ratio of annual earnings of high school dropouts or college graduates
to those of high school graduates Is affected by all these factors; It Is a measure of the earnings
disadvantage of not finishing high school and the advantage of completing college.

In 1991, among white male workers 25-34 years old, the earnings of college graduates were 47 percent
greater than those of high school graduaes, while those who had not completed high school earned
30 percent less.

Generally, the earnings advantage of college graduates was greater for females than for males, that is,
the percentage difference between earnings of college graduates and high school graduates was
greater for females than for males.

The earnings advantage of having a bachelor's degree was more than double the earnings advantage
of having attended only some college. For example, among white female workers 25-34 years old, the
earnings of college graduates were 88 percent greater than those of high school graduates and the
earnings of those with some college were 32 percent greater than those of high school graduates.

Percentage difference between median annual earnings of wage and salary workers who are high school
graduates and workers with other levels of educational attainment, by sex, race/ethnicity, type of worker, and

age: 1991

Type of workers and
educational
attainment

Male Female

Total White Black Hispanic Total White Black Hispanic

Ages 25 to 34

All workers
Grades 9 to 11 (35) (30) (32) (16) (40) (37) (47) (42)

Some college 12 13 14 26 30 32 31 24

Bachelors degree 54 47 62 62 88 88 93 71

Full-time, full-year workers
Grades 9 to 11 (20) (15) (22) (14) (29) (29) (34)

Some college 18 13 25 35 18 19 16 18

Bachelors degree 57 49 65 81 56 55 46 49

Ages 45 to 54

All workers
Grades 9 to 11 (27) (27) (29) (20) (21) (11)

Some college 22 17 23 43 28 26 54

Bachelor's degree 62 56 47 93 93 99

Full-time, full-year workers
Grades 9 to 11 (29) (24) (32) (22) (25) (15)

Some college 16 14 25 24 22 42 18

Bachelor's degree 52 53 40 68 68 68

Too few sample observations for a reliable estimate.
NOTE: Parentheses ore used to Indicate negative numbers. Grades 9 to 11 includes those who attended grade 12 but did not

recetve a diploma; high school includes those who received an equivalency certificate; some college Includes those who have

received an assoclate's degree; and bachelor's degree Includes those who received advanced degrees. Included In the total

but not shown sep rately are workers of other races, primarily Asians and American Indians.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Survey, 1992.
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Percentage difference between median annual earnings of all wage and salary workers who are
high school graduates and workers with other levels of educational attainment: 1991
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NOTE: Y axis label: Percent above or below earnings of high school graduates of the same sex, race, and age.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, March Current Population Survey, 1992.

This Indicator is extracted from 1he Condition of Education, 1993. It is In the public domain and all or part may be reproduced with appropriate cite.
Suggested Citation: U.S. Department of Education, National Center forEducation Statistics, The Condition of Education, 1993, Washington, D.C.:

1993. For Information on obtaining camera ready copy, please contact Carol Sue Fromboluti at 555 New Jersey Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20208,

(202) 219-1672 To obtain a copy of the Mit volume of The Condition of Education, call the Government Panting Offtce Order and Information Desk -It

(202) 783-3238, order number S/N 065-00L-00584-1.

United States
Department of Education

Washington, DC 20208-5650

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use, $300

MS-..5723 NCE59.1-407 (899:72)

DR. SUSAN I MEL
DIRECTOR , ER IC CLEAR I NGHOUE ON
ADULT, CAREER & VOC EDUC / CETE
OHIO STATE UNIVERITY
1900 KENNY ROAD 4
COLUMBUS OH 43210-1090

Postage and Fees Paid
U.S. Department of Education

Pennit No. G-17

FIRST CLASS


