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About the SERVE Laboratory

SERVE, the South Eastern Regional Vision for Education, is a coalition of educators,
business leaders, governors, and policymakers seeking comprehensive and lasting
improvement in education in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, and
South C:xolina. The name of the Iaboratory reflects a commitment to creating a share-d
vision of the future of education in the Southeast.

The mission of SERVE iS to provide leadership, support, and research to assist state and
local efforts in improving educational outcomes, espeeially for at-risk and rural students.
Labontory goals are to address critical issues in the region, work as a catalyst for positive
change, serve as a broker of exemplary research and practice, and become an invaluable
source of information for individuals working to promote systemic educational
improvement.

SERVE has five offices in the region to better serve the needs of state and local education
stakeholders. The contract management and research and development office is located at
the School of Education, University of North Carolina at Greensboro. The laboratory's
information office, affiliated with Florida State University, is located in Tallahassee.
SERVE's on-line computerized information system is located in Atlanta.

Field service offices are located in Atlanta, Greensboro, Columbia, South Carolina,
.Tallahassee, and on the campus of Delta State University in Cleveland, Mississippi. The
addresses and phone numbers of these offices are listed below:

SERVE
P.O. Box 5367
Greensboro, NC 27435
(800)755-3277; (919)334-3211
FAX: (919)-334-3268

SERVE
4 Marietta Street, NW
Suite 1000
Atlanta, GA 30303
(800)659-3204; (404)577-7737
FAX: (404)577-7812

SERVE
1008 Rutedge Building
1429 Senate Street
Columbia, SC 29201
(803)734-4110
FAX: (803)734-3389

iv

SERVE
345 S. Magnolia Drive, Suite D-23
Tallahassee, FL 32301-2950
(800)352-6001; (904)922-2300
FAX: (904)922-2286

SERVE
Delta State University
Box 3183
Cleveland, MS 38733 .

(800)326-4548; (601)846-4384
FAX: (601)846-4016



About the Sharing Success Program
(And a Rationale for Service Learning)

The SERVE Sltaring Success program recognizes exemplary public school efforts and practices in
the SERVE region. The program is designed to increase the awareness and use of exemplary
educational programs by identifying 'and publiciling programs and practices that work. This
publication highlights over 30 effective programs in the Southeast in the area of service learning
the integration of student service into the academic curriculum.

The Sharing Success selection process began with an invitation to schools, school districts,
community organizations, and state and national education agencies in the region to nominate
outstanding service-learning programs for recognition. The simple self-nomination form requested
information about projects, including

a description of the project and its activities,
the school or community need(s) addressed by the project,
the connection between service activities and the academic curriculum,
a description of the students involved,
the students' role in project design and implementation,
sources of funding,
project results,
ease of project replication/adaptation at other locations, and
additional information such as the contact person, the number of act ivities performed.

etc.

' Nominations were evaluated by a regional review panel of service-learning stakeholders ranging

from school practitioners to state Serve-America administrators. Reviewers did -not evaluate

programs from their own states, but an Open discussion held after nominations were reviewed offered

the opportunity for further comment and additional consideration of nominations. This discussion

brought to light additional details on some nominations that had not been selected, and some of these

nominations were then added to the final list by consensus.

Although the reviewers were free to exercise flexibility in the degree to which they weighed the

various components of nominated programs, nominations had'v.) demonstrate an integration of
students' service and learning. Five states in the region (Florida, Georgia, Mississippi. North

Carolina, and South Carolina) nominated programs that met thi criterion. Many nominations
included excellent examples of service or esteem-building activities, but did not conthine them with

classroom instruction and were therefore not considered to he service learning.

A primary purpose of Sharing Success (in addition to recognizing exemplary programs) is to inform

educators- about effective and innovative practices and encourage their adoption or adaptation.

Service learning is rapidly growing in popularity around the country. Educators involved in such

promms find their instruction is transformed and that their students seem to get more out of the

program than the people they serve. Students w ho are able to learn about the world around them and

work to improve it as part of their education leap many belie( its. Such students (as projects in tliis

publieat i on describe )

learn more;
earn better grades;
ionic to school more nitcn;
dc oonstrate better behaN tor;



become more civic-minded;
gain a first-hand appreciation and understanding of people from other cultures, races,
and generations;
see the connections between school and "real life;"
feel better about themselves, and
learn skills they can use after leaving school.

A few programs in the Southeast, such as the Foxfire project based in Georgia, have been involved
in service learning for many years. Federal funding for service learning under the Serve-America
program has sparked increased interest and provided support for establishing school- and community-
based service-learning programs in the region. All of the states in the Southeast have received Serve-
America funds, and many of the programs describechin this publication were supported by Serve-
America grants. Contact your governor's office for further information.

The Service-Learning Cooperative: A K-12 Clearinghouse on Service Learning has been established
to provide information and avenues for support and techniCal assistance to those interested in
establishing or expanding service-learnim2, initi:atives. For information, call the Clearinghouse's
National Information Center for Service Learning at (800)808 SERV (7378). Theiaddress for the
Clearinghouse and the Information Center is c/o the University of Minnesota, R290 VoTecll
Building, 1954 Buford Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108-6197.

Another helpful resource is the Alliance for Service Learning in Educational Reform (ASLER).
ASLER, with representatives from organizations involved with service learning throughout the
country, advocates for service learning and has publishid a set of standards ,Ilighlighted in the
Appendix (page 70).

Service learning is a "win-win- proposition for all who are involved in it. You arc encouraged to call
or w rite the contacts listed with each program description in this publication. SERVE has also
conducted Sharing Success programs identifying exemplary practices in mathematics, science, and
technolop and improving the transitions young children make frorii home to school or from
preschool to school. Single copies of these publications are available at no cost. For more
information. call the SERVE Nffri e nearest vou.

P-t

\ I



Acknowledgments

Sharing Access: Promising Service-Learning Programs was produced with the help of a regional

review panel consisting of teachers, districtadministrators, Serve-America state administrators, state

department of education staff, and business and community partners of service learning programs.

Without their dedicated assistance, the Sharing Success program could not have been implemented

and this publication could not haye been produced.

SERVE thanks those educators who submittednominations of programs for consideration in Sharing

Success as well as the teachers, principals, and program administrators who are listed as contacts in

this document. Their commitment to educational excellence is evident from what their students,

schools, and Organizations have achieved and by their willingness to provide information and

assistahce to other schools interested in replicating their service activities.

Regianal Review Panel

Evy Applewhite, Teacher, Program Coordinator, Rutherford High School, Panama City, Florida

Wendy Ghee, Administrative Assistant to the Governor, Alabama

Kathy Gibson, Community Education Associate, South Carolina Department of Education

Vallena Greer, Service Learning Coordinator, Mississippi Department of Education

Eugene Herring, Inner-city Schools Coordinator, Florida Department of Education
Clareneciovelady, Division Director of CommunityServices, Mississippi State Department of

Education
Robert Lord, Service Learning Coordinator, Mississippi State Department ofTducation

John Peters, Project Coordinator, National Dropont Prevent* Center, South Carolina
Stacey Phipps-Hnmpton, Assistant to the Director, North Carolina Governor's Office of Citizen

Affairs
Jim Sullivan, Social Studies Coordinator, Jackson Public Schools, Mississippi

Lynn Thornton, Director, Georgia Peach Corps, Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Evelyn Turner, Director of Interagency Collaboration, Atlanta. Georgia

Bob Watson, President, Georgia Business Forum

Sharing Success: Promising Serrice-b.arning Programs

was writtcn by'
James Watkins

with Dianne Wilkes

edited and produced by
Joseph Follman, Dianne Wilkes, and James Watkins

and designed by
Glenda Johnson

with Kelly Killman

Cover desirn by Glenda Johnson.

plwto rept inteli with pc, nttion of the A1iru1tniI -.;t Mort ,(Ccrpice



Promising

Service-Lcarning
Programs

i



AfriCamp

Contact
Information:

Cartheda T. Konchellah
Project Director
Zora Neale Flurston Roof

Garden Museum
325 SW Fourth Street
Belle Glade, FL 33430
(407)996-2161
(407)996-0894 fax

Middle School
High school

English/Language Arts
Multicultural Education
History

2 Sharing Success

4111111111:11111111MNIM. 41111111911=1111111111110111

! AfriCamp is an after-school program in w hich students ages 10-15
compile oral histories and publish books about the local black culture.
Sponsored by the Zora Neale Hurston Roof Garden Museum of Belle
Glade, Florida, AfriCamp increases students' knowledge of history,
fosters the development of research and communication skills, and
improves their self-esteem. Any student attending a Belle Glade school
can participate.

The AfriCamp project began during the summer of 1992 V ith a two-
week program to train approximately 30 students to research local
historical topics and conduct interviews with older citizens on their
memopies of the area's culture and history. The interviews were written

1 and editcd as the text for a 40-page coloring and activity book for three-
and four-year-olds. Final editing was done (luring a week-long camping
retreat that combined student work and recreational activities.

The oral history project was expanded to a full year in October 1992 to
.offer a more academically rigorous writing and research training program
with textbooks, professional style hooks, and presentations by
professional writers and artists. To recruit participants. AfriCamp staff
distributed program information to Belle Glade schools, churches. and
community organizations serving the target age group. Thex also used
peer recruiters to stimulate interest in the program. As a result of their
efforts, enrollment soared to 132 participants for the expanded program.

The instructional 'phase of the program (January through May ) included
training on conducting interviews and research, recordinl, oral histories,
and improving writing skills. Tutoring in program as \Yell as school
subjects was also available. The program operated two hour, in the
afternoon twic.. a week, and participants attended a minimum of four
hours after school ,.mch month. This term also included black history
competitions that tested participants know ledge of African and InicIn
American history. The instructional period concluded ith the A friCamp
Fssay Contest, which drew 103 entries on a varieo. of hiNtarical
Many of the students who entered the AfriCamp 1:.sax Contest crc
given class credit by their language in.tructor,

.During the Slimmer, the students concentrated an editing then \k ark
during a two-week day camp and a one-w cek campur trip At tin, time.
\indents also participated in w(Irk,.;11(T. conducted h uct.. topw ik n.
illw-tiators. and photoriapher, The I (>9 pr (Thun rnaduccd a :11. pa.:c



biography on Lawrence Shuler, a black builder whci financed the
construction of the first bridge in Belie Glade. The first printing of the
biography was distributed free of charge to local preschools and
elementarv schools, and a publisher has expressed interest in doing a

second printing for sale.

Other indicators of the program's success have been pre- and post-tests
assessing students' self-esteem and knowledge of black history. Tests
administered to AfriCamp participants show a significant'increase in
their self-esteem and historical and cultural awareness as compared to

control groups who had not participated in the program. For her w ork

ith A friCamp, Project Director Cartheda Konehellah won the 1993
Ilumanitarian award given by the National Bar Association's Women
Law t.'rs di% i

A I riCamp is funded in part by the Children's Services Council of Palm

Beach County, a child-care taxing authority, and the John S. and James

I.. Knight Foundation. \ dditional funding comes hotn local and state

orgAni/at ions. businesses, churches, and private donors.

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111b.
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A-Way With Waste

Contact
Information:

Jnn Yong':
State 4-1i Youth

De\ elopment Specialist
N1ississippi Cooperati \ c

Fxtensimi ScrvICe
Post Of lice Bo \ 9641
Mississippi State. NIS

39762
(6(11)325-3151
(6(11)325 5207 \

K-12

EnN ironmental Science
Interdiwiplinar)

4 Sharing Success

The Mksissippi A-Way With \Vastc program i a t:itc\; ide K-12
curriculum designed to ieduce tile accuinulation ot \i.ast,' in the
t 'sing an interdisciplinan, ;tppritcii
\rith service ',IL:11\ itft, A-Way With Wage teaches student< him to
prom)te consumei \A, iRTR tit ..oulcu, kt, CH)

IOU ,,(2110 ii and the home, and \ 11,c , tiH fhlCC til

various forms (it r ate disposal.

To illustrate the nek.il 1 eduee \\ a,tc, the protliain cd 1,,H11
pat_ kaging techniques that pioduce ex, e, e

the importance i \\ iiili ltaid the elimination
uturc v.atc at the pinnt 01 generation. th Iitei.iIIi tcn ne, :Heineman

school, children sti,;tc?1, s tor pri\iniiiie the rrod(iilloil
example. they learn to substitute \ incg,ir and baking soda foi ha/ aidou,
household cicaneis `..).ceond and third '21.111l1 .11,0 L'..1)1110 I i l:2111' *11,1,

!JIM' nec that packain:2. has (q) blr we t..11(ItA

Research on resource ion,alinphou iop,crdii
mathematics, science. and home economics elasscs 1 he stud\ id

FCC tur Vt ith me i-thiiin 111, hi;
the liccd dt.111,:lid It I

1111 mill2 pit 111101.101 thIf C

dCti\Iimc tUtiCtit proinotc rcc\ chi): aid hclp dr. Hon L ,

operations and cinnpo-lin!.! pm Wo-L. 1 hil -1114.

communities.

:111C1- Inc:t'111111',.! 111c 1).1pri ii 11WIl

and asicrtaining the amount ol asle prt duced. \tthiChit H

1...nglish class placed T-Ct \ cling cont.un, -

tiC.N. 1-1,R kl) :I pilbhk: \ a lfliHIlIiL.fllCIii ,tn 1,11,e

(and lee\ eled) paper. N1,01L-maticin1i st \ ,

!hit amoinu I

aluminum and the int'i)II)C 11,P1 111),"

students arc teaming cc\ ii tc hm,H,
TIC \k r 1,, t 111 1 ii ¶ LIM!'

In \,\ a\ \A, lilt \\r,tk
Ii OH' (10 III I iii it 1)11,1'11th:1/I

till Hail \i H

Iii a till. til ih tii I 111(

1.11Ilii Ill 'Wit, iii ,II

II P.11
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ilk ill n ccrtairi, aieas. Middle ,,chool nhithermtie and
the ;.iniount of waste produced in their

. the c,,,t t)t disposol. and the inethod,; tred to rec.\ etc ot

\ drion, mak science qudents study arid
p0111111011. 'drid oilier cifeek td Mt_ incrators on the en\ ironment

b\ the 1()')() Multimedia Minuiniation Act. thc A
\ \Vitt; V::e prt raliti ldmini.tercd 11\ the MksisippiCooperati\

i n1011 Nc! c Ineidlior ith the Niksippi State Department
1 iiii ii tunic:1 pi Huai ik b.:. a Ser\ e America radio. \\

inudinL! nd naki ak pio\ ided hs Clic\ ion, the Tennc<0,ec

elhaeuser Corporation, and the 1\lissisippi
\l.n.u1a, rs' ciation I celini, al .,i,,,,istance is pro\ ided h\ the

I isTal mem 11; iionniental Qualit\ and h count \
c \ ftn,lon \ R pc, 1.111.-,t \\ ho ako trained at, ad \ ocatc-. ot ate

in, id

\ V, HI V\ -0 n I deL d a IL 1
f 01 .ifil \ eloped h he

\\ .1\11,11"h ,n i,1c I )epiitrinioi ol \ and adopted h\ the 11k),,,,ippi

I ), pal ityl, iii oi ation I unite plans iiiLlude teachci/lader
iL, Ho! t,11101,,e,c a \ allahle human and eapital resources,

1;`, 0 I; .tn,i e p,ind ,e; e liin ii proi:rains and acti \

t
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Black Archives, History and Research

Foundation of South Florida, Inc.

Contact
Information:

Dorothy Jenkins Fields
Social Studies Specialist
Dade County Public

Sehool.s
I 450 NI; Second A\ enft_-.

Room 226
Miami, FL 33132
(305)995-1953 a.m.
(305)636-2390 p.m.
(305)616-1391 la \

1,-12

Multicultural Education
Arts
Ilistor

6 Sharing Success

What began as a response to a thoughtless remark nearly two decades
ago has grown into a cultural heritage progi am that today sirves nearly
20,000 students in Dade Co'unty, Horida. In 1974, Dorothy 'Jenkins
Fields, a social studies spcOalist for the Dade. Coutity public scbool
system, called the downtown Miami Library to request resoUrce materials
on local African-Ameriean history to share with her students for the
nation's bicentennial. She was offered only a thin folder containing
some obituaries. "I guess those people haven't thought enough of
Themselves to \.1 rite their history,- the librarian commented: Finding
that explanation unacceptable. Fields founded the non-profit Black
Archives, History and Research Foundation of South Florida, Inc , to
help children discover and preserve their ethric heritage.

'Hie purpose of the Foundation is to make students aware of the
histotical transitions that have created the present cultural mix in Dade.
County. Accordingl., social studies and histor% proiects sponsored 1-)y
the Foundation are de%eloped in conjunction \ ith Dade County's
competene \ -based cui riculum.

Modeled in part on the FostlIV actie learning communitN partnership
approach, the projects encourage students to draw on local resource,, to
dkcover their cultural heritage. In the Adopt-a-Pioneer prOject, for
example. students compile oral histories through interview s with older
people and research the local, national, and w orld historical contexts ol
each subject's recollections in magazines and new spapers published at
the time of the events described in the interviews. Other student
participants conduct neighborhood "w -arounds'. to identify historical
sites and architectural transitions and to resear,:h area histor\ . lo lorm
a cultural perspective on the area, some students iese,irch topics b\
begnining at their school .ind expanding outward to encompay,
qate, national, and \\ mid \

In addition to recording oral histories, students keep .journals ot their
observations and publish a newsletter on the multicultural aspects of
their neighborhood .1-he result is au oi al and w ritten recoid of local
histoi ihat lea\ es a le.me\ tor tannic _'L'Ill'1,111()11\

1 he heart of the pi o,ain is the Lthnii I lei Collet hon. shiichi is
hemp relocated to the Chapman House \liKeum, an ark hileauldth

in 0\ eliim OnCls to onc lir\I
frican American phsici,ins, the histiqic (hapman !louse has been

reloted s Ith funds from the State 01 Hot ida 1)ade Count \ Public

1_ 4



Schools to house the Ethnic I leritage Children's Folk life Educational
Center. The Center serves as the multicultural education headquarters
for .the application of social science skills through oral history, art,
architecture. music, 'literature, language arts, andThe humanities. It also

offers programs in career education. These activities are implemented
through several ongoing or developing programs at the Folklife
Fducational Center.

For example, the Vocational Education Pilot Curriculum is being
designed in collaboration with Dade County Schools social studies and

ocational education faculty and members of the construction nnd
tourist trades. In this program. students will learn how to conduct

earch and help maintain historic properties in their neighborhoods.
The I leritage Education Program provides access to the resources of the

Chapman I louse for an average of 20,000 students annually (as well as
professionals and the general public). Students can use the documentary

records of the area to research sehool projects in history and social
studies or to trace their own lineage. A computer system i being

developed that v, ill allow students to access local historical data at the
Chapman I louse from their schools and to add their own research
i Hidings. The (hal listors Program includes projeuts such as Adopt a-
Pioneer, historical site ieseareh. and publication of newsletters on
L..wirch topics of local interest.

The Mack \ es. History and Research Foundation receives grants

from Dade Counts. Public Schools, the City of Miami, and the State of
Florida. These funds a\ well as membership fees and donations pay staff
saLiries and maintain the archival repository The Foundation is governed

b\ a board of direcLors (most of whom are retired teachers) that makes
polic and okt ns (he holdings of the foundation. The Children's Folk life
Fducational Center program uses \ ohifficer speakers. lecturers, and

tildes

I 5
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Buddies

Contact
Information:

Michele B. Conner
Assistant Principal For

Curriculum
Aiken Elementary School
2050 Pine Log Road
Aiken, SC' 29803
(803)641-2740
('303 )641-2526 fax

Third. Fourth, and Fifth
Grades

Language Arts

8 Sharing Success

The Buddies program in Aiken, South Carolina, targets two age
groups of disadvantaged students. Third, fourth, and fifth graders
are paircd_With neglected or abused preschool children at Children's
Place, a local community agency, and at-risk fifth graders work
with at-risk kindergarten children in the school. The older students
read to the younger ones and tutor them in math 'and language arts
as well as provide books for the preschool children to keep and to
read at home.

Elementary school children who would benefit most from providing
service for others are nominated for the program by their guidance
counselor, while others are nominated by their peers from the 3rd-
5th grade and special education classes. The Children's Place was
selected after input frorn the United Way, while the 5-year-okis
were identified using a Developing Skills Checklist from McGraw
Hill. The older students are involved in planning the program,
reviewing their lessons, reading texts before their class, and choosing
the material in consultation with volunteer teachers. The volunteer
students use math, reading, and Coln mun ication skills to prepare for
their service visits. Tutors are also encouraged to develop creative
ways to present the reading material, using skits, art, or puppetry to
enliven the stories. Students use flash cards and games to facilitate
the learning process, and hooks used in the lessons are donated to
the younger students. Each student volunteer maintains a journal
to use for reflection; the journal and informal discussions are used
to evaluate the success of the visits.

The Buddies pi ogram serves several needs simultaneously. The
older at-risk students learn self-esteem and reinforce constructive
behaviors durini2, their service activity; they also -identify
unacceptable behavior in the younger students and help them find
solutions to correct it. The younger students have the opportunity
to develop friendships with their mentors and work with them to
improve their academic abilities, while also learning acceptable
behavior. The donated books are placed in homes where there may
he little or no written material to encourage the preschoolers and
their families to read. The communit. organi/ations that might nof
otherwise have access to service personne,1 because of funding
shot tages ha% e a source of volunteers. Coot dinators report that the
preschoolers verbal skills have improved since the l3uddies program
was instituted. Volunteer students' attendance III. ',ChM)] has
improved, and their journals reflect increasi;s in sell-esteem.

16



Primary funding for the Idies program came from a Serve-
America grant from th th Carolina Department of Education.
Parents and teachers vided transportation while materials were
donated by the school. Books for individual students were Provided
through grant funds as well as by the local International Reading

Association Council..

1
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Cannery Museum

Contact
Information:

Mary Lee Powell
Teacher, Executive

Director
Michigan Avenue

Elementary
901 Virginia A \ enue.
St. Cloud, FL 34769
(407)892-3728
(407 )97-2774

Cannery NI u seu in
(407)892-5184

Elementary School
Mkldle School

Language Arts
Industrial Arts

10 Sharing Success

St. Cloud, Florida, is a small town near Orlando, undergoing rapid
population growth. Unchecked development threatens to eradicate
what was once a fine example of Florida rural culture. fo preserve some
of the local culture, students from Michigan Avenue Elementary School
researched area history and chose a nearby depression-era food cannery
as a site for reclamation and conversion to a museum. Over the last three
years, at-risk middle and elementary school children (who helped
develop the project) have been responsible for the continuing restoration
of the cannery as well as an old vocational-agriculture building nearby.
The buildings have been leased from the Osceola County school system
for one dollar.

Student restoration of the cannery and the agriculture building includes
the replacement of floors and windows, painting, and furnishing the
structure for high traffic use as a museum. Besides the current elementary
and middle school student volunteers, former students now in high
school often return to help with museum activities, which include a
hands-on exhibition, a garden, and a reconstructed Florida pioneer
village. Lee Powell's fourth-grade class uses the museum as part of its
Florida history curriculum. As their administrative organization, students
formed the Cannery Association Network (CAN ), publish the Cracker
Chronicles magazine with photographs and stories by students, and
ser \ c as costumed museum guides during the Cracker Frolic, a festival
commemorating Florida pioneer life. The Frolic, held in October.
includes a wild hog bar-b-cue and swamp cabbage dirMer, staples of the
pioneer diet, that students help prepare.

The museum features a classroom where students can work on their
homework and participate in many other activities. Students must
complete their homework before they can take part in activities. A
weaving class uses a 100-year-old loom, and adult volunteers teach
woodw orking, whip-making, needlework, clogging, pottery, and quilt-
making. All activities and classes at the Cannery Museum are directed
by volunteers. Future plans are to expand the Cracker Chronicles and
add exhibits to the museum to recognize I lispanic and African-American
contributions to Florida history.

The Cannery Museum has been chosen as the host institute of Sunfile,
the Florida affiliate of the Foxfire pr(Tram, one of fourteen such
at filiates in the nation. Sunfire serves as an umbrella organization for
teachers and administrators interested in promoting serv ice i oiects and

"NMI



experiential education in their schools. Though primarily concentrated
in the central Florida area at present, plans arc to expand statewide and
provide training in Fox fire and other experiential education methods.

The Cannery Museum has been awarded a Disney Community Service
ard and an enhancement grant from thc State of Florida. The

program is also one of 20 programs nationwide to receive the Professional
Best Award from Learning Magazine. Funding is enhanded by receipts
from the Cracker Frolic. Materials and professional time spcnt on the
restoration are donated. The museum is incorporated with the State of
Florida, and funds go primarily for liability insurance and utilities. In
addition to the cultural value of reclaiming and restoring an historical
local \ ite, the program benefits from the close interactive support of the

\chool and community.

1 3
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Choices Serve-Gaston

Contact
information:

Anne NI. Elam
Project Coordinator
Alliance for Children and

Youth, Inc.
Post Office Box 1695
Gastonia, NC 25053
(704)867-3512

Vivian NI. Taylor. Student
Services Director

Gastim County Schools
943 Osceola Street
Gastonia. NC 28051
(704)866-6242

Eighth Grade

English

12 Sharing Success

; Choices Serve-Gaston targets eighth graders in Gastonia, North Carolina.
an urban community with manx low-income families and at-risk youth.
The purposes of the program are to instill civic responsibility in
adolescents and promote individual and community improvement.

The major strength of the Choices Serve-Gaston program at Highland
Junior High School is the planning students do before undertaking a
project. Prior to beginning a service project at a local rest home, for
example, the students learned about the needs of the elderly by conducting
research, inviting guest speakers, and participating in sensitivity
exercises and role-playing activities requiring them to use wheelchairs
and canes. After discussing the needs of the nursing home residents, the
students _and residents decided to plant a garden at the nursing home.
Their combined efforts culminated in the uniquely designed waist-high
"in) stoop garden.-

In the Choices program, four groups of students meet at three junior
high schools once a week to work on a variety of projects, all of which
are selected after the students conduct extensive research on volunteering
possibilities. The students participate ih four to six service-learning
projects of their choice in such areas as environmental awareness.
health/CPR, tutoring, pet therapy. home/family service, and
neighborhood/school service. Students ha xe completed a number of
activities:

building a balance beam and basketball goals for the community
college child development center

o cooking, preparing, and serving meals at a homeless shelter
providing companionship to nursing home residents
organizing a spring cookout for nursing home residents
providing games for participants in the Special Olympic,,

The last project, another example of the Choices students' thorough
research, came about when the students sought ways to. entertain
Special Olympics participants during the lengthy periods before.
betWeen, and after events. After researching' developmentally
appropriate games for the participants, the Ciniices students prtivided
them games such as a ring toss and a "space walk- on an air mattress.

In addition to teachinr students the value of volunteerinr. ChoicL
fosters the development of leader ship skills by encouraging otherwise

( reticent students to assume leader ship respori,ibilities and by forming

0



in-class leadership teams to assist with planning and implementing
service-learning projects. The students contemplate their service
experiences in journals, essays, and class discussions in English classes.
They share their feelings and thoughts, discussing experiences that

made them happy or sad or angry, events that surprised or frightened
them, and other topics related to the service.

Choices Serve-Gaston evolved from the successful Choices for SuLcess

program, an adolescent pregnancy and dropout prevention program that
has served high-risl Gastonia children and families since 1990. The
eighth graders who are participating in .the Serve-Gaston program
began participating in Choices for Success as fifth graders; they and
their families will continue with the program until the students complete

ninth grade.

A sinificant feature of the Choices Serve-Gaston program is its

collaborative structure. Although the principal partners are the Gaston
School District and the Alliance for Children and Youth, Choices
Serve-Gaston is truly a collaborative project.- The program's Activity
Planning Team, which provides guidance, is composed of students.
parents, educators, and agency professionals. Over 50 riarent and
community volunteers serve as mentors, tutors, and program evaluators.

One of 12 Serve-America grantees in North Carolitri, the Choices
Serve-Gaston program uses grant funds for materials, transportation.
program participation incentives, family involvement activities, and
recognition ceremonies. The grant also funds a full-time program
coordinator, who recruits and trains-volunteers and conducts the after-
school student volunteer program, and a half-time family resource
coordinator, who promotes family involvement in the program by
conducting parent workshops and organizing support groups. Student

incentives such as camp-outs and other outdoor recreation are used to

stimulate participation.

As part of their regular reflective activities,student participants evaluate
the significance of their volunteer experiences. The program is also
being evaluated by independent consultants. Although the lontt-term
results of Choices Serve-Gaston have not yet been ascertained, the
program has succeeded in creating student-driven service learning. The

Act i itv Planning Team is developing a "how to" manual and resource

!!uide to help other schools replicate the Choices Serve-Gaston program.
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Civic Responsibility

Contact
Information:

Kathy Newman
Teacher, Guidance

Counselor
Pickens County Schools
111 Blue Flame Drive
Pickens, SC 29671
(803)878-8730

K-12

1ntergenerational
Interdisciplinary

14 Sharing Success

The Civic Responsibility (CR) class at Pickens High School in Pickens,
South Carolina, began in 1989 as a group of stpdents performing anti-
drug skits for at-risk K-12 youth in nearby schools. Due to the
pOpularity of the program, it soon.grew into a broader-based endeavor
covering projects for abused children, including puppet shows and
tutoring, pet care, children's book publishing, literacy training, and
environmental issues. The class has expanded into a second year for
advanced students, Civic Responsibility II.

Civic Responsibility is a student-run class based on Tfamily groups," a
supportive team of friends who share the experience of working
collectively. Students bond together in family groups through activities
such as a ropes course and produce group projects such as videotape,s of
community agency activities. As a group, the students research a
community need, decide on a response, plan a project, then implement
their plan with the help, of a teacher. The students are trained in The
.problem area they are addressing. For example, before .tlye drug abuse
prevention troupe prepares a skit, they receive instruction from a
prevention specialist from the local drug abuse program. For a program
highlighting the problems of the elderly, a school maid who was taking
care of her mother, stricken with Alzheimer's Disease, gave the volunteers
insight into the problems of caring for the elderly and the ill. Students
in the Civic Responsibility class work at nursing homes, performing
skits and activities with the patients. The participants' research into
problems of the elderly also helped them write and publish a book on
aging for children.

However, the focus of CR activities is primarily on younger children. To
help abused children, CR participants have sponsored a camp in
conjunction with the local Rape Crisis Council, where volunteers
produce and perform skits on abuse awareness. The class also wrote and
published a book for children on "good touch, bad touch." Students
from CR also plan and implement literacy programs. After instruction
by a local literacy association, students are matched as tutors with
elementary school children, whom they meet weekly to read stories
out loud and help with reading problems in a project called "Each One
Teach One.- In this project, the tutors do a monthly follow-up, writing
to their assigned pupil on the pupil's progress and encouraging the pupil
to continue reading on his or her own. In a community project know n
as Country Santa, the CR students focus on the consequences or povero,
especially for children. With assistance from Country Santa, volunteers;

C% 9



gathered, cleaned, and delivered donated toys to disadvantaged children

at Christmas. As a reflection activity, the students wrote a story on the
project, using their insights into the problems of the needy.

Other topics addressed through prese.mtations or skits include animal
rights and pet care. AIDS/HIV awareness, and environmental concerns.
In the latter, participants conduct and encourage recycling activities and
promote Earth Day celebrations and assemblies with invited speakers.
The alcohol and drug abuse skit. written and produced by students, is
performed at various elementary. middle', and high schools. Students
prepare for this course with instruction in drama and drug abuse
prevention and hold a question-and-answer period after the performance.

The Civic Responsibility program is funded through a grant from the
Pickens and South Carolina Civitan. Funding for drug abuse projects

comes from the South Carolina Commission on Alcohol and Drug
Abuse and from NCNB. Community organizations and businesses
provide funds for child abuse projects. Transportation is provided by
parent volunteers, some materials are provided by teachers and students.

The program has fostered a great teal of collaboration between the
school and the community and gained support and recognition from
parents. comnumitv leaders, and businesses. Civic Responsibility has
been awarded the Palmetto Pride 'Award as an outstanding community

ser% ice project of the year in South Carolina. More importantly, the
fami l group concept has fostered a close working association among
the participants and resulted in a positive impact on their peers in
helping promote healthy lifestyles and service to the community.
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Georgia 2000: Next Generation School Project

Contact
information:

Sue Ellen Cain
Teacher, ProL,ram Director
601 Maple Street
Carrollton, GA 30117
(404)834-1868

(404)832-4215 fax

Junior High

High School

Ntathematics

Language

Reading
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When at-risk students began remedidl summer school at Car7ollton
Junior High in Carrollton, Georgia, math teacher Sue Ellen Cain
discovered that their problems went beyond academics. Frustrated with
school and suffering from low self-esteem, the students were simply not
interested in learning. In conjunction with a local day-care center, the
eighth-grade students were partnered with four-year-olds for reading
and mentoring activities that drastically improved the tutors' attitudes
and gave them a sense of pride in being part of a productive educational
process. The program has since expanded to include junior high and
high school students' mentoring elementary school children in several
subjects.

The four-year-olds from the day-care center were bused to th junior
high school every day, where they met with their mentors after summer
school classes. The student mentors worked out their lesson plans ahead
of time w ith the help of a teacher, using age-appropriate methods for the
group they were tutoring. During the tutoring, the students read to the
preschoolers of helped them using prepared word cards. After the
session, the volunteers and teacherytiNd a reflection discussion.
addressing the successes and problen/that occurred during the tutoring.
Ohservations by an eighth-grader led fo the discovery that one preschooler
needed glasses. In another case, the mother of-,a four-year-old came in
almost daily to participate because she too had di 1Ticultv reading.

Because of student enthusiasm at the end of the summer, school
administrators decided to seek funding from local businesses to continue
the program through the school year and increase the site of student
involvement. Once a week, volunteers from Carrollton Junior and
Senior High School classes tutored younger students in math and
reading or ser\ed as -mini-counselors- dui im2 less formal discussion
sessions. The tutors then worked with their advisors on lesson plan,.
tailoring their methods to the needs of particular students or discussing
ways to address the younger students' problems. During the following
summer, high school students were hired to go into the hmising p1 ojek. ts
and recruit Nounger at-risk children for the tutoring program, the
response was so stront that the program leached its capacity w ithin a
few weeks.

1 he piogi,uu has been desoibcd as a -\\ iii w In 1 situation h\ Sue
Fllen Cam. prop am director and 1992 (it.'orgia I eacher ot the Year.
rho younger it-nisk ,tudents r_am ,cess to educational lion thc



might otherwise miss, while being tutored by positive role models. The
older at-risk students and other volunteers gain a sense of pride and
achievement in becoming a more active and responsible part of the
education process. They attain insight into the rewards and challenges
of teaching and earn the admiration of their own "students." And

teacher have noticed an improvement in the attitudes and academic
production of both the: target students and the tutors themselves. Teachers
and students now share in the sense of accomplishment.

The program is funded by a Serve- America grant as well a., the Southwire

Corporation. a local industry.
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Getting Kids Involved: The Foxfire Approach

Contact
Information:

Pat Wi,;hon
Reource 'Teacher
Peachtree Flemcntai \

Schook
lot) t:pper Peachtree
Murph\ . NC 2 8()0()
(704P-07-2-1 7)

Foxf ire Teacher Outreach
Pot lice Box 54 I
Mountain City, GI .1156.2

7.1c, -;;

EleInvntlir% School

Ent ironmentai Skiunce
InterdiqAplinary
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At Peachtree Llementar\ School in Cherokee Ct,unt\ , North L.u, din.)
the Getting Kid,, Invol\ ed program 11e the acio e 1,:arning appro,fth

popuiariied h\ the I'Ii enc to help .tikicni, irupL meal
their (mil curricula and ork t'OC,FLItIvel\ ith lea, her aai
(4111C

The progrqm \\ a. introduced h ic Nchool ic,oulee teacher al tcr-
,:tudied the Foxfire method in a graduate cour,e ,ponred h\ the
Fox fire Teach::r ( )utreach program, the trio1 recent prog1,inid,:\ elopA
h\ the I \ foe edue,itional or:lilin/ation founded m Rahun L \

(icorgia in 11)6ft The progiam \\ a, initiated IA ith the ,tudent..
,clection of -The 12.n\ irolunent- a. the \ ear'. theme. l'he ,tuds2m, then
hegan rec \ cling the ,Lhoor. aluminum and c,tahli,,hing land(
Throughout the car, the\ recoided data on the landfill,. u,ing it I,
illu,trate eoncepk related to proper \\ ash. lr,po.,11 .1 he tudent.
doqgned bulletin hoar(.k tocommunicate intoitntton tht th.2\ 011,
ihomit et'()-teinc during their re,earch.

Pilch \Indent .\ ho reef:i\ e. !warm-lion in the .chool',
pal iicipate\ in the ( jetting Knk !molt ed prm2r.,,tu iii 1..ccpin,2 v. !III th,

Hod IR' phlit)oph\ all !he ,,cy\ 1,-i protect. originate flow thc indent-.
o\\ n idea,. the teacher I unction. a. paw, want c11.-
:110111,2ide ,,ttldenk dcigning, planning. and executing protect, I hi,
approo;_ h encourage thz: de \ elopment of ciiti-11 dual, Ing and pi ,,Idein

ing skilk a. student, conduct ieedrLhon topte,.. proce,..intot ;Hai ton.
ien alternah\ teQ their :lad In ()Linen! ilic nloik 1-

StUdellt leearehl Old Ined ti the hh1a1 ',Indent -. tap a numk-i ot
commund L',.0111VL.,, macindian gne.1 ,peAci, and oinuninit \
.(duntccr,,, ,Ind ten o out into irk: Linuhlunill 101 Lamm

11,0 -,11,L4_11111\ Olen i ii iii 1,1,1,,,,,11

t on the ro \ tut: 1,nnd hn o mu 1 th, ii cd 1 hc-in -,1;
hu.ine.,, during tilt- ea.on I he t m kcpmne
\\ oh the en\ iionnmmeatal theme. \\ .rc ii if Fei\CI . d

and hand piinied with tiim. ii I tile1 ho ii link Hi I he

wile emit Into IlliTher mL1 i,idn.111\

onto ek.-114...ud, and *sold ii ' ci if .1\ iii 1 Ii R. .111,1..ni t

netic,1 till I Ii am in i . I I. ii. ii, 1± 1,1t, n. H,
In I ALM.



bu<iness skills. the Getting Kid In \ 01% ed program is also helpimi
-Thi.knts de \ clop impr...,:sive cominumeation s 1las they conduct
presentations on their pro:r;im before such groups as the Association of

\ pmential Icarmne ;r1 thc John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown.

North LaroliiLl.

hile th: Getting Kids ln ol ed program FcCel\ some f unding from
Hofire lca her Outreach, the program relie, primarily on non-monetar
rurces sik-h communik olunteers and materials. Another

important of asntancc i- the nem o;.k tire teachers th;0
Lountr:.

1:1,L thc pm ía rim tmeeess ore Wan l eachers report that

..;Lident \ III !hi: projecis °and then Lommitment to tasks is
phk-momenal. a' mhhmitiaied 11% the students' desire to continue making

rL after rc;L:hing their orieinal gc.:1 Anothci 111eliStIre of

,11....'ess Is that students I tom the. regular school program ask hov, to -get

info. the 1111: place that ,dudents had tradition:illy avoided.

, al Li a lw LhmH H CI.L..rooins throughout the U.S.. the Fo tire
pm,21I'm th,o hccn rP,ckkilece1u11\

num h school students in all discwlin;ss

\\ h chi idrcn impairments. bcha ioral dr.ahllows.
n.Hit
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Girl Scout Serve-America In-School Project

Contact
Information:

Rae Lambert
Project Director
Gull Pines Girl Scout

Council
Post Office Box 15309
Hattiesburg, MS
39404-5309
(6(11 )5X2-0284

(601)584-8017 fa \

First through Eighth
Gra(ks

Interdkciplinar:s
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. When economic circumstances at schools in rural Covington angireene
Counties in MississiPpi reduced the availability of educational, recre-
ational, and leadership opportunities for students, the Girl Scouts
stepped in with a community service program designed to build citizen-
ship, decision-making: and teamwork skills.

A fully collaborative program, the Girl Scout Serve-America In-School
Project has included the participation of school and district administra-
tors, community organizations, the University of Southern Mississippi.
and the Gulf Pines Girl Scout Council. The Council consulted with local
school superintendents, principals, and guidance counselors on the best
ways to meet the educational requirements of the schools. The Amen
can Red Cross. the local chamber of commerce, local hospitals, and
others helped determine where service was needed most Leadership
training and \ olunteers \\ ere pro\ ided by the Universjh of Southern
Nlississippi's Department of Human Perrot mance and Recreation.

!The Girl Scout In-School Project began w nth a pet thew pl0.leY1 at
Collins Middle School, w here all girls are members of the Girl Scouts.
Girls were chosen to participate in the project on the bikis ofessa s the \
w rote for English classes. They were taught how to work w ith Chihua-
huas certified by Therapy Dogs International and attended a workshop
identifying the special needs ol the elderly nursing home residents and
children w ith handicaps ho v ould he receiving pet therap\ . After
completing their training, the students accompanied the dogs and
interacted with patients at the nursing home and at the hospital.

As part of the Girl Scout activitie., at Hopewell School, girls suhyitted
landscaping designs for the campus courtyard to project adminXirators.
After parts of several plans \\ ere comhined into a comprehesi e plan,
all of the girls at the school participated in planting flowers and shrubs.
Science classes took over the care and w at ering duties. 'Ilk' students
\A. nil complete the COW l ard by constructing a picket fence from plans
designed in a mathematics class.

In another service-learning project. en \ ironmental and sL. ience classes
researched !coding needs in the area. To promote rt.'c\ clin. the \
decorated recycling boxes to he usedb area businesses Other pi oiecis.
Mik:11 as an emerency tier% Ice proicct. thk-, .audent. nom ,.N.(.1,11

chook, Since the area lacked a Q11 telephone rink ri.'( n \ en \ e. ihe
iesidents needed leadik available emergent' \ intonnation. such m the

S
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telephone numbers of the fire, police, and rescue departments and

directions for dealing w ith a medical emergency. In response, students
I mm Covington County canvassed the area to identify the available
emergency services and mastered emergency first aid skills. They then
designed, produced, and distributed medical emergency telephone cards
to local businesses and residents. The students also collected bandages,
antiseptics, and other material for emergency first aid kits and distrib-
uted them to six area churches. Girl Scouts from Greene County will he

completing and distributing the emergency medical information cards

this ear.

Primarx t unding tor the Girl Scout Serve-America In-School Project
came from a Serve-America grant. About 50 students from the Univer-
sit of Southern Nlississippi helPed provide training and assistance.
some as volunteers and others for credit. The Gull Pines Girl Scout
Council directed the pi ojects. and community organiiations supplied
olunteers and donated materials.
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Handy Hearts Corps

Contact
Information:

Lauren Starnes
Program Director
Western Carolina Center
300 Enola Road
Morganton, NC 255
(704)433-2835
(704 )433-2799 fax

High School

Interdiseiplinar)
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Recognizing that the "need to he needed- is universal, the Handy Hearts
Corps at the Western Carolina Center in Morganton, North Carolina.
enables people with developmental disabilities to he the providers rather
than the recipients of services. Through this program, adolescents and
adults with developmental disabilities are paired with teenage volunteers
to offer such services to the community as volunteering at the local
hospital, caring for pets at the animal shelter, and visiting nursing home
residents.

The teenage volunteers are recruited prini.arily from secondary schools
in the Burke County School System, and the majority of program
activities are, conducted at Liberty Middle School, which set- \ es as the
"sister school" of the Center. Each volunteer is matched with a partner
with disabilities according to common interests and assessed through an
interest inventory that is administered to program participants. The
teams are matched, in turn, with service opportunities according to their
interests and community service needs.

The teams are super\ ised by acti N. it) team leaders-college students from
the Therapeutic Recreation Program of Western Piedmont Community
College who intern at the Center for a 10-week summer session to gain
clinical experience working with people with disabilities. The team
leaders and the program director identify service opportunities, pro \ ide
transportation, supervise the Corps members' activities, conduct reflection
exercises, and evaluate student performance.

Among the acti ities the I landyllearts Corps volunteers have participated
in are the following community service projects:

participating in the March of Dimes \Valk-America
pHect (and raising o er $1,000 for March of Dimes research
to prevent birth defects)

O collecting Over. 23 bags of litter in the Adopt a 1 lighx ay
program
taking tickets, distributing programs, and working the
concession stand at athletic events
delivering magarines to local hospital patients

o ere tng ails and crafts for mmmii sin holne
O baking cookies for shut-ins
O oiganii.ing an arts exchange and choir and hand pertot mance

exchange \\ ith Liberh Middle School

In the first eight months of the program. I land \ I !earls Corps members
ha \ e completed ovei 2,100 hours of sot-% dlued at o \

-1



Thellandy Ilearts Corps program has also expanded the summer Western
Carolina Center Volunteer program, which was founded in 1964. In the
Volunteer program, 50-75 teens have provided services and
companionship to residents of the Western Carolina Center each summer.
In the 27 years of the Volunteer program, approxiolately 6,000 hours of
service have been provided each summer. In addition to establishing
teams of Volunteers and Corps members with disabilities, the Handy
Hearts Corps has expanded the Volunteer program, to include at-risk
qudents, students from low-income homes, and teenage mothers.

SerN ice learning contributes to meeting the instructional needs of each of
the three groups participating in the program. For Corps members with

'disabilities, I landy I learts Corps activities become part of their habilitation
plan. To fulfill academic requirements, public school students write
essay s. participate in reflection activities, attend job fairs, and share their
experiences and perspectives with other students., The Handy Ilearts
Corps also supplements participating college students instruction in
therapeutic recreation with clinical practice.

As a result of their scrvice-learning experiences, I landy I karts C'orps
members learn the value of giving and become natural advocates for
people with disabilities. The program also offers students the opportunity
to explore potential careers. Many former Volunteers are now employed
in keY positions at the Western Carolina Center and in human service
positions around the country A 1q89 study reyealed that 25 percent of
former Volunteers are now v orking in the health care field. Equally
impoytant, the I landy I learts Corps is providing people with disabilities
the community visibility and acceptance they deserve, the chance to act
as self-advocates and to educate their community about disabilities, and
the opportunity to demonstrate their skills

Fwids from Serve-America, corporate sponsors, civic groups, and other
benefactors are used to fund the 'progi-am director's salary, interns'
stipends, and participants' materials, refreshments, and t-shirts. Plans
are to further incorporate the II andy Hearts Corps program into the

Liberty Middle Sehool sert lie curriculum and ewand to other schools.

Ongoing development and aluation activities are designed to stinmlate
extensive participant input, feedback, and reflection. To help other
communities replicate the I landy I learts Corps, program directors are
de\ eloping a manual and evaluation forms on progi am organization,
recruitment, management. and documentation. The program's fluid.
I le sible foi Mat \k a variety of organizations with diverse
demographics to ieplicate the Col ps to meet the Huh idt0 neeck onheir

communitic.",, 31 Sharing Success 23



Helping Hands Project

Contact
Information:

Joan Young
Project Director
Serve-America Program

Jim Boyd, Programs
Coordinator

Bremen City Schools
504 Laurel Street
Bremen, GA 30110
(404)537-5508
(404)537-0610 fax

K-I2

Interdisciplinary
Career-Oriented
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To expand educational opportunities for children attending school in
Bremen, Georgia, thc school system turned to the Bremen community
as a focus for service learning projects. Thc result has been a unique K-
12 service-learning program in which almost the entire town of Bremen
serves as a "classroom" for service projects.

The projects are natural extensions of class curricula. For example,
students from an American Government class volunteer to work during
the city elections. In one English class, students participating in a,Tall
Tales project design and wear folk hero costumes as they read stories to
elementary school children. Another English class makes weekly visits
to the Senior Citizens Center to record reminiscences of the elderly.
These stories arc being published in PATHWAYS:, Those Who Have
Seen, Teaching Those Who Will See.

The projects also address significant community needs. Middle school
students in a community projects exploratory class volunteer at the local
nursing home, with Head Start, in public housing projects, at the
elementary school, and at other service sites. Special education classes
design activities and develop projects for preschoolers in the Early Bird
program. Elementary school classes collect food for local churches,
work on beautification projects, or "adopt" nursing home residents and
hospital patients.

Under an apprentice program, student volunteers can also explore
potential careers by working in occupations that interest them. For
example, members of the business department's student chamber of
commerce learn about business careers as they work with the Bremen
Cnamber of' Commerce to study the economic conditions of the
community and participate in economic development activities. Other
students learn about opportunities in the health care field by working at
a nursing home or a sick children's nursery.

Funds for the Helping Hands project are provided by a Serve-America
grant through the Georgia Business Forum and the Georgia Department
of Education. Contributing funds and volunteers come from the
community. This community-wide participation is enabling the school
to meet students' academic needs and improve school-communitv
relations. At the same time, students are becoming familiar v ith the
workings of their town and taking leading roles in ,e1A, ing the communitN.
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Hippodrome ImProvisational Teen Theatre

Contact
Information:

Shirley Lasseter
Arts Administrator
The Hippodrome State

Theatre
25 SE Second Place
Gainesville, FL 32601.
(904)373-5968
(904)371-9130 fax

Middle School
High School

Drama
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The Hippodrome ImprOvisational Teen Theatre of Gainesville, Florida,
began as a mainstream high school program in 1984, but when the
Theatre began collaborating with the W. T. Loften Educational Center
to enhance the Center's Life Management Skills classes, it was more
than just an academic or curricular move. The Hippodrome and the
Loften Center combined theatrical techniques and social skills curricula
to crcatc a drama program performed by Loften Center students that
focused on the needs of at-risk children in Alachua County. Officials
realized that these needs had to be addressed in Alachua, where one in
four children below the age of 15 lives in Poverty; the number of
substance-exposed newborns doubled from 1990 to 1991; and cases of
child abuse, school dropout, and suspensions were increasing. Residen-
tial programs at the district's detention center, halfway house, and
runaway shelter had room for only 12 percent of those requiring

. services.

1

Under the auspices of thc Governor's Drug-Free Communities Grant
program,'Teen Theatre targeted latch-key children and their families,
public housing projects, schools, halfway houses for juvenile defen-
dants, and other at-risk populations identified by local employers and
churches. In association with the Alachua County Substance Abuse
Prevention Partnership, Teen Theatre began coordinating prevention
efforts in 1991 to combat alcohol and substance abuse in eight Alachua
County municipalities. In 1993, with funds from a Serve-America
grant, Teen Theatre was integrated into the Loften Center curriculum.
The project used theatrical performances to reach eighth and ninth
graders, a critical age group for the development of at-risk behaviors
such as experimentation wi th alcohol, fi_rugs, or sex. Performances
included skits, monologues, songs, poetry, and dance.

The Loften Educational Center is a multi-purpose campus serving at-
risk and vocational students, ages 11-22, who are either educationally or
economically disadvantaged. Each week, two theatre specialists from
the I lippodrome provide five, fifty-minute sessions during the Life
Management Skills class. Using theatrical techniques and drama
exercises, the class addresses issues such as substance use, teen preg-
nancy prevention, parenting, and violence prevention. The program
also helps improve self-esteem, personal assessment, and teamwork.
which are the objectives of the Life Management Skills class. Over the
18-week term, the theatre specialists lead students in the development
of improvised scenarios that allow students to act out the skills they ha e
acquired from the curriculum. tinder the direction of the specialists and

t) 3



the class teacher, these scenarios are scripted and rehearsed. Students

are then shown the basics of producing, schcduling, and marketing their
productions. Students develop a press release and other promotional
materials and begin contacting high schools, middle schools, churches,
and community groups to arrange performances. The performances
allow participating students to share with their peers and the community
the skills they have learned. After the performance, the students lead -a
question-and-answer session with the audience.

The Hippodrome improvisational Teen Theatre program provides inter-

vention and prevention services using peer communication and peer
education. To assist in the exchange of information concerning the
dx,gers of high-risk life styles, Teen Theatre employs an in-house
prevention specialist to help develop the piogram. In addition to the
existing Serve-AmericalDepartment of Education grant, Teen Theatre
has made requests for continued funding for this program from local and

national sources, including

the City of Gainesville Police Department,
the March of Dimes.
Planned Parenthood.
Paul Newman, Inc.,
Southern Bell, and

a Target/Davton Hudson.

The Loften Center is also pursuiniz funding, and the combined effort
assures future funding for the proilram.

f3cside increasin self-awarenes pOsitive reinforcement, and recog-
nition of participating students, the Hippodrome Improvisational Teen

Theatre program has reached approximately half of the more than 4,000

targeted students in the ei$2hth and ninth grade in Alachua County. In the

process, Teen Theatre has developed peer education videotapes that
provide a model program for counselors in their work with teens. The
Hippodrome is requesting funding to develop hands-on training pro-

grams for teachers and counselors in the use of Teen Theatre prevention

and intervention techniques.
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Learning to SeNe-Servingtito Learn

Contact
Informafion:

Nancy Hamilton,
Prop,ram Director
APPLE Corps
250 Georgia Avenue SE,

Suite 205
Atlanta, GA 30312
(404)522-4662
(404)522-9225 fax

Middle and High School

Interdisciplinary
Environmental Science
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APPLE Caps program, "Learning to ServeServing to Learn," offers
Atlanta. Georgia, teachers and students the opportunity to address
community needs through service learning. Middle and high school
teachers from throughout Atlanta volunteer for APPLE Corps training
workshops on principles and practices for modeling student participation
in service learning provided by the School of Education at Clark Atlanta
University. The intent of APPLE Corps is to uadually move the Atlanta
Public Schools toward integration of service learning into the middle
school curriculum.

Through the program, students of participating teachers can provide
mentoring for younger students in vr,rious disciplines or participate in
community service projects. While the service focus is often on
elementary school children, projects have addressed other needs; the
Chattahoochee High School Animal and Environmental Awareness
Club cleared a wilderness trail and planted trees, hushes, and perennials
at a county park.

At Riverwood 111gb School in Fulton County, students from the ALIN anced
Health Concepts course mentor at-risk children from two elementary
schools on health issues, including pregnancy. Students in a Grady High
School remedial English class serve as mentors to students from C. W.
Hill Elementary, helping elementary students develop critical thinking
skills. Students in the North Atlanta High School Wings program visit
Garden Hills Elementary four days a week to help kindergartners and
first graders expand their problem-solving abilities.

At Inman Middle School, cafeteria manager Elirabeth White was
encouraged to turn her afternoon cooking class for at-risk students into
a service project. Students chose the elderly residents of a nearby high-
rise for donations of the food they prepared and at the same time
established friendships with several of the elderly people. A health class
teacher at Chattahoochee I ligh School researched a smoking cessation
class at St. Joseph Hospital, then developed a similar program for his
students. The students ve.d I,..c.'oped a smoking awareness survey for the
school and prepared a statistical analysis with a mathematics class. The
health students then produced a videotape on smoking and presented it
before the school; a follow-up survey measured increased student
awareness about the dangers of smoking. Fill tire plans are to involve the
Georgia lieutenant ro\ ernor in the project and to present tlie ideotape
at other area schools.



Participating schools draw On the resources of community agencies and
private institutions such as the United Way and Hands On Atlanta to
'develop their service projects. Funds for middle school projects came
from a Georgia Serve-America grant and the Fulton County Human
Services Department. Teacher networking is encouraged to establish a

core of knowledgeable, dedicated facilitators throughout the Atlanta
and Fulton County school systems. Teachers and students get together

.--

at a year-end assembly to receive certificates and share their experiences e,

and insights into the service-learning process.

An advantage of having an independent organization such as APPLE
Corps administer the program is that it works directly with the participants
and bypasses much of the school system's bureaucracy. Program

effectiveness is evaluated through teacher observation and written
appraisals of projects, pre- and post-project student surveys, student

re flection questionnaires, and agency questionnaires measuring
impressions and attitudes toward student volunteers. Current student
volunteers have shown an increased concern for the community as well

as excitement at the difference their service has made in the community.
The students also appreciate the satisfaction of placing emplyisis on
others. Members of the community recognize the potential of the
program to unite schools, churches, and the community to help at-risk
students. Other results are improved attendance, increased leadership
abilities, and improved school-community relations. Students and
teachers are enthusiastic about the program and look forward to future

projects.
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Lifeskills With Service

Contact
Information:

Lela Severance
Executive Director

Youth Service Charleston
Posi Office Box 22085
Charleston, SC 29413
(803)723-9705
(803)720-5614 fax

Ninth Grade

Language ,Arts
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The Lifeskills With Service class in Charleston, South Carolina, engages
at-risk youth in ,a curriculum that prepares them for service to the
community. Through education, action, and reflection, the students
respond to community needs and are recognized for their efforts.
Lifeskills teams have mc:ntored Head Start children and 1.-ieI .pec. prepare

and host fieldtrips for the Head Start class.

In the Lifeskills class, ninfh-grade students learn to recognize their own
talents and hone their volunteer skills. Students first examine community
problems, discusing them in class, and coordinating with local
organizations such as the United Way to identify and prepare projects
responding to those needs. After breaking up into action teams that
schedule the project and solicit donations, the participants work in the
communit for two class periods a week fort hree months. pne team of
approximately 15 volunt,sers works with Head Start, mentoring ;Ind
de eloping fieldtrips for the students. A second team works witn the
elderly in public housing, serving as friendly listeners and phaming
special events for them.

'I he Lifeskills With Service class is taught at Cities In Schools, Charleston
Countv's only alternative high school for at-risk students, as part of the
county-wide Civics with Service Learning (CSL) program. As part of
the social studies curriculum. CSL requires students to provide
community service in projects such as Special Olympics, city clean-up,
and tutoring. At Cities In Schools, the administrators recognized the
students' need for supervised community activities to counter problems
of self-esteem caused by poverty, the threat of street violence, lack of
adult respect, and limited access to career-oriented experience. Targeting
at-risk students teaches them to become contributors to the community
rather than dependent on it and reaffirms their self-esteemb recognizing
their contributions. Teacher evaluations show an improvement in
students' attendance and attitude tow ard the school and communit%
service; 100 percent of the participating students completed the Year.
and there \\ cue no suspensions.

Primai \ funding for the class COWe t win a Sei%e .Amer it'd giant and
co cued office e 'lenses. materials. transportation, and tood,
\\ CR' Matched 11\ comnionity donations. A local communik collece
donated its auditorium for meetings and rccot,nit 1011 C \ ents



Making Good News Grow

Contact
information:

Suianne H. Haulbrook
Related Vocational

Instruction Coordinator
Gainesville High School
830 Century Place
Gainesville, GA 30505
(41)4)287-2032

High School

English
Mathematics
Vocational Skills
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The Good News at Noon program in Gainesville. Georgia, had finally found
a home from which it could dispense free lunches, social services, and
medical treatment to residents of the nearby low-income housing projects.
But the program's two refurbished glass-factory buildings were located in
an unsightly industrial arca. With the help of the school, community,
churches, and businesses, 30 students from Gainesville High School (many
of whom lived in or near the housing projects) volunteered to landscape the
buildings through a companion project called Making Good News Grow.
The participants were chosen from a special education class and Project
Success, a statewide program for academically and/or economically deprived
students that includes a yearly service project.

The Making Good News Grow project was conducted over 15 consecutive
Saturdays during spring, 1993. Students worked with a landscape designer
to decide which plants would best serve the requirements of the area,
including a discussion on the heating and cooling benefits of vegetation for
a building. Under the guidance of a science teacher, students gathered soil
samples and learned soil analysis and ways to compensate for chemical
imbalances in the soil. The limitations of the environment and the effects
of climate on the plants were discussed, and students selected a variety of
plants suitable for the site. With the help of a math teacher, students
designed the landscaping layout and planted the new vegetation, in addition
to the hands-on technical training in landscape design and horticulture
methods, students kept a journal for an English class assignment. Several
students in a speech class made presentations on the project.

Over the past few years. the Project Success class at Gainesville High
School has been involved in service activities designed to integrate English,
mathematics, and vocational skills. These projects include tutoriak for
elementary school children, city-wide recreation activities for children,
charity fund raising, and clean-up days at the homes of elderly people. Each
year, several projects are presented to students who participate in the
decision-making process for the year's activity. An important aspei. ot
Project Success is the classroom instruction that emphasi/es the importance
and benet its of neighborhood partic ipat urn

The Making Good News Grow project was designed to contructively use
the free time, talents, and energy of students w ho I ed in the area and w ho
w mild readily see the benefits of working to imp' o e their eolmilunik
During the project, students kept a journal in which they recorded their
eflections on

%01:11 they had icart1Cd nhout 1;mdwapin,,2 and plank.
v. hat the \ had disco% eyed about decision niakun and \tn Lin:2 v% ith



how that knowledge might be helpful in the future,
how their participation had made a difference in the community and
in themselves, and
what kinds of goals they could set for future community service.

The journals were shared with classmates and graded by the teacher on
individualized scales based on the student's ability. Students who are
handicapped and find writing difficult were provided with tape recordets
and blank tapes to use as journals. The instructors and the project director
maintained a pictorial .journal of the project.

Most of the funding for the project came from a Serve-America grant; this

was supplemented with funds, services, and materials donated hy community
organizations. local businesses, churches, and the medical community. As

a result of the collaborative effort, the area now serves as an "oasis in the
industrial desert." designed and constructed by local students working to
improve their neighborhood. At the same time, students with learning
difficulties gave willingly of their free time and engaged in a project that
cmphasited the rewards of education and service to their coMmunity. The
community's attitude toward the special education students improved when
the local volunteers saw how productive they wtcre in a project that reflected
student initiative and 1 .,--iefited the community.
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Middle School Teacher Corps Project

Contact
Information:

Ernestine Nlarshall
Teacher, Project

Coordinator
Adams Junior I ligh
itt2OI North Bottle\ ard
Tamp:i. PI. 33612
(8 I 3 075-7665

junior High School

Tutoring
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The Teacher Corps Project in Hillsborough Count \ Florida. \\

developed to address the academic needs and career planning of at irb
junior high students and use those same students to pro\ ide tutorial
services to elementary school children. Goals of the nrogr.mi are to
provide students, particularly minorit \ students. vt ith role models in
successful academic careers. encourage student. to considur
a profession. and pro\ ide them a tirst-hand look at Lolle,te lc and the
opportunities a Conege education otters.

The program has t o components hoot-inc and menitti 110.2 di .0,

element:1r\ school and membership in an academic/ph:I essronal suppto I
group. Eighth- and ninth-grade ininorm stucLuts at .Nddnis Junior High
in Tampa who have demonstrated responsibdit \ and academic promise
are selected b.\ teacher recommendation and counselor seleenhrie -Viet
enrolling in an "Emplo \ ability Skills" or "Peer Counseling" class.
par tieipants spend a eek in oi ientio ion for then hum ials and
the elementar\ cl-a\es in v hich the\ \\ ill tutor 1 he Peer Coun,eling
class consists ot-tudents v, li tworkil is Xth ....radors, and as (nli -rader s
can assist the Younger students in the piog ram \\ hile r,:ecr inc high
school credit. fo encourage tamil \ pat ticipatitin. parents ot tutors are
In\ Itcd to alicild a c planning th pitcI.n1r .ind att.: pii, lJJ
Information on %k thcir chilJ d..:\ elopme colle,2L
aspirations.

In the target elemental- \ school, the tutors 'onrtetrine v, trk as L lciie,l
help for the teachers. but inure olten the\ .1,,sist students ith then- \\ en
As facihrarors in the open classr(om. the jaiticip.rnits iespond 1 student
questions during lessons ani.1 soinetinies \ c 0\ One on 011e
the ease of the 'WI-graders. the \ ma \ also lead small gi our, of tl\ e
eight elementar\ `,IllitentN in disctissnons

The tutors are assigned to an advisory group 11.1:1 mect 1,,!TI (,1

homeroom at Adams to discuss their aetix ities NA ell a Ilk I, sticec,
and challenges; teachers also encourage students in the ad\ i'.13- r_1(1111)

to consider a teaching career. The members oh the group. w Inch is
regarded as a "future teachers" club. reeck e ,2nidance in deci,nta, abo.,1

college attendance and cmcers pokcetind,ii ,itit

PartApants visit the Vni \ it \ 01 Soinhl Ii liii id,t\ rut are p.on,1
with teacher education stutt.nts %%lie tudt_nt,
closer look at collet,e tic



r Cultega

Diseti,sions ith ad\ PNOi 1 and evaluations hne shown a twtieeahle
impio\ cment in the students' attitude toward the serYice projeo and
,chool in geri.:Rd as \\ ell as an increase ip their grade point averages. As

:ii ikiditic+r);)1 incentive. students who have successfully completed the
plo:213111 ale aw aided U.S. sa\ ings bonds to start their college fund.
'fed, rs temarked that tutors returning to their classes after
in..ntoring found it dif ficult to relinquish their role as tutor; they often
vttcietl suggestions and instruction to their peels ho needed help v ith

hhe at-risk students de\ eloped ii greater appreciation of the

hal Ichgr.., ,tr,d \,Lrd, Of teaching t including how difficult a could be

LHlftd tor in I clAssrocrni. Ihere w as also all immix ement in
the stlidents attitudes tow ard careers. Pre-pw_iect tests suggested that

Liat \ oluntecrs planned to attend thc local \ ocAtionzl-tchnical
in,,tittuel test, atter thc projeet re \ ealed thodt ctudent: had changed their

w ere choosing the college track in high school instead.

I!, foe, \ cai the program has e \panded from Adams Junior High
tumor hieh eiiotk Jeirv VRITIa\ Adams Junior

kik heJd a»d the ('iliIilf ad\ kor to the hist ih

2:adc class of the Teacher Corps Pioiect. has been selected the 1904
I it I ea, her of th, 1 ear, in part be,:ause of his w ork v ith the project

I t,tr the prorc.ct come,. from a grant administered through Ow

Lit `stu(lciii .11-1-2is3. and Famil\ In\ olcmneui program

Sh3ring Success 35



Morehead Opportunity Program (MOP)

Contact
Information:

Jeanette H. Byrd
Teacher
Morehead Elemental \

School
909 West Cobb Street
Durham, NC 27707
(919)560-3954
(919)560-3684 fax

Elementary School

Intenlisciplinary
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At .Morehead Elementary School in Durham, N.C., kindergarten and
first-graW, students who arrive early no longer sit impatiently in the
lobby waiting for school to begin. Instead, they spend their time
reading, writing, or making puppets w ith fotirth and fifth graders. When
the hell rines. the older children walk the younger children to class,
where they exchange hugs before parting. All morning, the fourth and
fifth graders work diligently to complete their assignments by 11:30 so
the \ can return to tutor the younger children.

Morehead Elementar\ is located in the West End id. Durham. 51/4 hich
also home to the Community Shelter for HOPE homeless shelter; the
Genesis I lome for 1aomeless children and their single parents; numerous
drug dealers and drug abusers; and many parents \A ho feel helpless or
apathetic. Designed to help end the cycle of poverty, drug abuse, and
crime, the Morehead Opportunity Program (MOP) fosters the talents
and skills of Morehead students by providing successful learning
experiences and positive peer group actis ities. The program aims at
increasing student's self-e.steem, enhancing their communication and
problem-sok ing shill, and promoting health \ sociaTemotional
de\ckyprrient.

MOP is making a big difference in the Durham communik I he

foloss ing projects are among fourth andlifth graders' aceoinplishments-

o operating a belore-sehool care program for kindergai ten and
first-grade students.
collecting canned goods lie lluiricane Nndiev, \ ftll1n s
tutoring \ oung ch*ldren
serving as tour guides for visitors to Morehead
organi/ing a school sandys ieh-making project, including
notes with the sandwiches such as "Ha\ e a nice da\ !' of 1
hope von find a job," and deli \ ef1111:. the mity. \ in,.
Community Shelter for HOPE
organi/Mg the children's pia\ room at ill) Ciene,a,

o keeping school grounds clean
oigani/ing fund-raisers for the Eastei Seals and Leukemia
Societies
establislnn.,) and shiffiny the NIOP Stippl% Sitne \1 \

sell pencik. pen,. p; pct. and ld1i Hu.. to\ s. for hoinclo.,
en

Finnic projects heinr. considered Ill. 1101' f:!1,1Iir !none\ hi hi; \ HilL
for the children (if the Gene,:is Hume. "alh,rinig" tiiir l 1),Inc

and organi/ing monthlx sehool-w ide sd ice project,.



MOP students,- -Most of v hom are at risk, are selected according to
interest, need, parent and teacher recommendations, and interviews by
the MOP teacher-coordinator and two MOP members. The group meets
for one hour once a week at the end of the school day. At these meetings,
the students plan and organize projects and reflect on their activities by
discussing their efforts andrelated social issues, creating art, or recording
their feelings in:journals. Student evaluation is based on journal entries,
beha ior, attendance, and leadership and problem-solving abilities.
'Elie MOP program is evaluated h \ teacher observations. student
comments, and student journal entries.

I he success of the Morehead Program is apparent in many \\ s.

Including nnproved student attendance, grades. and self-concepts. One
of the most important improvements has been in student helm\ ior.

hich can he attributed in large part to the MOP students efforts to set
a good e \ ample for the ounger children they tutor. The program has

also influenced the classmates of MOP participants to improve their
n stiid \ habits and eiti7enship in hopes of becoming "MOPsters"

Menisci \ es. A soUrCe 01 pride for the entire school and community, the
Morehead Opportunit \ Program v, as recogmied as all e emplai
prorain by .S'eholalic nia,a/inc in 1902.

The Morehead Opportunit \ Program is funded by th:: Durham Public
I'Altication Nem ork's Teacher Initiative Grant. At less than $1,000 (for

,ehool supplies, a resource library. t-shirts, refreshments, and travel to

local shelters. etc. Lit k pr(Tranl that can he easily replicated
hs other schook To encourage other teachers to N, ieW

mil education. the MOP membei itte dt Hoping a guidch(R)k on the

mo\\ :irk] \\II\ , 01 set \ icC
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Osceola Teen Court, Inc.

Contact
Information:

Karen L. Kerr
Program Coordinator
Osceola County Court

House
12 South Vernon Avenue
Room A-112
Kissimmee, FL 34741
(407)847-1363
(407)847-1256 fax

High School

Social Science
Law
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Through the Osceola Teen Court in Osceola County, Florida, teenage
students determine the "sentences" of teenage lawbreakers. To help
youthful offenders better understand thc repercussions of their actions,
their sentences involve community serviceinstead of fines paid by
parents or guardiansthereby requiring youthful offenders to accept
direct responsibility and the consequences of their behavior. At the
same time, the non-profit program provides participating students an
opportunity to develop and demonstrate capacity for self-government
and responsible citizenship through service projects. Modeled on a
successful juvenile offender program that originated in Texas, Teen
Court is designed as a sentencing alternative to reduce court time and
money spent on less serious juvenile offenses and provide a more
positi e form of restitution for offenders.

Each year, as many as 150 other students volunteer to take on the roles
of defense and firosecuting attorneys, bailiffs, jurors, and clerks in the
Teen Court; the only participating adult is the presiding judge. Students
in grades 9-12 who participate in the program agree to serve for one
school year, abide by the law, and respect the oath of lawyer-client
confidentiality. Members of the Osceola County Bar Association
design and conduct specialized training for the volunteers to prepare
them for their roles as officers of the court.

Volunteer teens adjudicate cases that range frorn petty theft, battery, and
trespassing to "molesting a vending machine" and unlawful use of a BB
gun. Each student maintains a portfolio that includes case study reports
and a log of his or her thoughts on court proceedings. In 1992, students
volunteered over 9,000 hours in Teen Court. Besides the volunteer
hours, students must spend a minimum of nine hours in their school's
Community Service class. There they enhance their teamwork skills
with cooperative learning, apply critical thinking strategies, participate
in intergenerational learning activities, and improve their communication
abilities by discussing relevant issues and writing .journal entries, logs.
and case studies.

Fo have his of her cac accepted for adjudication, the ju% enile offendei
betw een the ages of and 17 must be refei ied to Teen Court, admit guilt
of the offense, and he accompanied by a parent or guardian during the
pretrial and trial phases. Community ser\ ice is required of all defendants,
\l lit, provide from 1 to 50 hours of service at their ehoi.'e of agencies and
organitations such a,. the Council on ging, hoTitals and nut sing

4
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homes, the Elks Club, libraries, and the parks and recreation department.
Judgments must be carried out within 30 days following the trial. In

1992, juvenile offenders performed nearly 2,000 hours of community.,

service.

In addition to community service, the jury may require the defendants
to write essays about their offense or letters of apology to the victim(s).
After fulfilling their obligations, they are also expected to serve on the
Teen Court jury.

Funding from Osceola County, the cities of St. Cloud and Kissimmee,
and the local school board is used to support the program and its full-
time coordinator. Additional funds conic from a Serve-America grant
and a Winn Dixie Good Citizenship award. Materials, postage, office
equipment. telephone, utilities, ,and other expenses arc provided By
court administration and privatedonations. The program has continued
to operate since October 1991 through the volunteer services of the
judge, Osceola County Bar Association members, parents, interested
citilens, and court personnel. ho ha c contributed 1,600 hours to Teen
Court.

In 1992. 12.643 community service Hours were donated by all participants
m Teen Court. For their efforts, student volunteers received specialized
instruction on the legal system and earned half a high school cla.is credit
(contintent upon the completion of a minimum of 60 hours service with

Teen Court). Defendants were exposed to positive peer models,
demonstrated responsibility for their behavior, and had a positive
alternati ve to jail or detention. Additionally, the Teen Court program
helped reduce the burden on the juvenile court system. Yearly reports
have re% ealed that the rate of participants' recidivism has been less than
4.percent (11 repeat offenders from more than 300 juvenile defendants
from Teen Court in 1991-92 t.

4 5
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PAL Service Club

Contact
Information:

Delcia Harper-Baxter
Director, PAL Service

Club
PAL Academy
220 Hasel Street
Sumter, SC 29150
(803)773-6362

Margaret W. Hutchens
Social Worker
Sumter School District
Post Office Box 1180
Sumter, SC 29150
(803)469-8536, ext. 239
(803)469-6006 fax

Middle School

Vocational/Career
Education

Science
Other Academic

Disciplines
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Established in the belief that sometimes the best way to help yourself is
by helping others, the PAL (Program for Alternative Learning) Service
Club is an alternative education program that uses service learning as a

. strategy for helping high-risk students achieve educational and personal
*goals. During its first year of operation, the program served approximately
70 middle school students attending the Program for Alternative Learning
Academy in Sumter, South Carolina. Most of these students had been
referred to the Academy because their academic or behavioral problems
were causing them to be unsucceSsful in school. The students' most
serious problems stemmed from a lack of responsibility, disrespect for
others, and a tendency t; see themselves as victims. Thirteen percent of
the students had criminal records.

As with other students attending the Academy, an Individual Student
Plan was designed for each student participating in the PAI, Ser. ice
Club. As part of the plan development, each student selected the type of
service he or she would provide, with teachers incorporating appropriate
activities into the curriculum. For example, students who read stories to
hospitalized children met a reading objective. Students who gave their
original art to a nursing home fulfilled an art assignment. In vocational
or science classes, students achieved instructional objectives by applying
what they learned about electrical systems to the installation of smoke
alarms in homes. While working as a receptionist at the YWCA, one
teenager applied the clerical and accounting skills she had acquired in a
business-vocation class as she learned about less fortunate people.
Another student, a "slow learner," wrote his own hook that he read to
ounger students at a neighboring elementary school.

By the end of the first year of the program, PAL had demonstrated that
even students with the most serious academic and behavior problems
could benefit from participation in service learning. Academically, all
participating students demonstrated a one letter-grade increase in at
least two subjects during the prolect year. On a student survey, 100
percent of the participants reported a heightened sense of civic pride and
responsibility, and community agencies reported a significant i nexase
in student volunteerism. Their teachers also obser ed improved
leadership skills among the PAL group. For the first time, PAL Service
Club students began participating in student Overnment. volunteering
as mentors for new students, and taking part in enhancement/
extracurricular activities such as Math Superstars.
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The greatest progress wasin the arca of responsibility and respect for
others. "They're like different people when they work with the elderly
6r people less fortunate than themselves," asserts Project Director
De leia Harper-Baxter. In the first year of the program, 11 percent of the
students participating in the PAL Service Club had no discipline
referrals, and 33 percent had fewer than 10. Of the nine students with
previous criminal records, only one was a repeat4Sffender.

The PAL Service Club project is supported by a Service-Learning seed ;

grant through the South Carolina Department of Education and with
funding provided by the school district and county council. Other
resources include volunteers, who fill thc roles of mentors, guest
speakers, and chaperones.

Interested schools can order detailed descriptions of lesson plans,
including objectives, activities, and eAr al uations, from PAL. A speaker's
bureau is also available for presentations, and Academy staff will
answ ers questions from other schools.

4 7
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Project ACT

Contact
Information:

Jim Sullivan
Social Studies

Coordinator
Jackson Public Schools
4851 Mc Willie Circle
Jackson, MS 39206
(601)924-8733
(601)987-3715 fax

High School

Interdisciplinary
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In a unique pilot experiment, the Jackson, Mississippi, Public School
System, the Close Up Foundation, and the -Constitutional Rights
Foundation have joined forces to develop a service learning program for
students in the Jackson school district. In Project ACT (ACtive Citizenship
Today), students identify community needs and propose service ideas in
classroom discussions, then implement activities that include food
collection and distribution to the homeless, volunteering for election
campaigns and rehabilitation centers, and developing school regulations
for student behavior.

Service activities begin in the social studies curriculum of the schools.
All students in U.S. government, state and local giivernment, law-
related education, and U. S. history courses discuss civic involvement
and identify needs in their community. Participantslhen do a walk-'
around of the arca near the school, performing on-sife observation and
research. 13-ack in class, the students brainstorm problems and design
service solutions. Trash clean-up projects, food collection at football

; games for distribution to the homeless, and work at nursing homes and
rehabilhation centers are some of thc student projects. Students also
volunteer for voter registration drives and have worked locally in
presidential campaign offices. In-school projects include beautification
of campuses, lunchroom clean-up, and the development of rules and
regulations governing student conduct. High school students work as
mentors with Chapter Ohe elementary school students and have initiated
a Family Day at a park for local citizens. Drug education programs are
now associated with Project ACT, with volunteers presenting public
awareness information to younger students. Student volunteers also
participate in the administration of ACT itself, sitting as voting members
of the district advisory board. ACT is associated with the local United
Way, which provides access to service agencies and information on
community needs.

Project ACT in Jackson, Mississippi, is one of five national pilot
programs established through the Constitutional Rights Foundation and
the Close Up Foundation, both non-profit, non-partisan, community-
based national organizations dedicated to educating young people in
civic responsibility and participatory citizenship. Funding is through a
grant from the DeWitt Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund.

Jackson ACT has a three-N ear de elopment sequencC that will eventualb,
involve all students in required servicc-learning projects through their
social ,;tudics curriculum. Nov, in its second \ ear. the program began



last year with four high schools, is expanding this year to inclua. all
eight high schools, and will reach all middle and high school students in
Jackson Public Schools next year. The local board of directors includes
students, teachers, school administrators, and business people who are
dedicated to establishing local funding sources to continue the program.
As a pilot program, Jackson is available to provide materials and assist
other school districts in developing similar programs, including advice
on locating local funding sources for implementation of.service-learning
projects.
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Project H.E.L.P. of Okeechobee, Inc.

Contact
Information:

Sheila A. Miller
President, Projcct

H.E.L.P. of
Okeechobee, Inc.

1019 West South Park
Street

Okeechobee, FL 34974
(813)763-9444
(813)763-3390 fax

High School

Vocational Education
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Okeechobee County, Florida, on the northern tip of Lake Okeechobee,
is home to a large population of elderly poor, many of whom have been
living in homes in great need of repair. With no publicly supported low-
income home renovation projects in the county, thc residents' living
conditions have worsened over time. Recognizing that thc need for
repairs had become a safety and health issue, thc Okeechobee School
Board entered into an agreement with the Okeechobee Senior Services
to make the repairs necessary to brimg the homes into compliance with
municipal building codes.

The repairs arc provided through the Help the Elderly Live Proudly
(H.E.L.P.) project, which currently serves over 300 indie,ent elderly in
Okeechobee County. In this project, high school vocational students
provide carpentry and other home repair services to elderly people who
are unable to perform the work themselves. Thus, while giving the
students an opportunity to apply their carpentry and other skills to
meaningful work, the H.E.L.P. Project encourages inter-generational
interaction and empathy.

Two groups participate in the project: Okeechobee High School
students enrolled in a Carpentry Skills and Framing Fundamentals class
and adjudicated youth from the nearby Gator-Noles youthful offender
facility. Although neither the vocational students nor the juvenile
offenders have experienced success in academic settings, both groups
are responding well to the project's vocational track.

Under the supervision of their teacher (a certified electrical engineer),
the students perform basic non-structural repairs and remodeling
building ramps and steps; fixing windows, ceilings, and floors; and
replacing broken entry locks, light sw,itches, and fixturesto bring the
homes up to building codes. Students prioritize repairs, plan the repair
sequence, assign duties, and inspect and critique completed repairs s a

group. The project also involves some site clean-up to improe sanuarv
conditions. Students are graded on

demonstrated technical knowledre and
e content of daily .journal entries.

cooperation,
clas participation, and
dna, essayti that reflect on their communil \
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By promoting intergenerational contact between the students and
homeowners, the H.E.L.P. Project has heightened the students' aware-
ness of thc problems of the elderly. It is also credited with improving
students' attendance and vocational skills.

The li.E.L.P. Project has galvanized banks, churches, businesses, pro-
,

fessional craftsmen, and non-profit agencies to cooperate in addressing
the needs of members of their community. Local banks and a church
have supplemented the project's Serve-America grant by contributing
approximately one-third of thc program funds. Most materials are
pro% ided by local businesses at cost, and local contractors, plumbers,
roofers. and electricians do all major structural repair at cost or for free.
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PROJECT: SERVE

Contact
information:

Beverly C. Hiott
Spring Valley High
School
Richland School District
120 SparkleberrysLane
Columbia, SC 29123
(803)699-3527
(803)699-3541 fax

H igh School

Science
Language Arts
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PROJECT: SERVE is a performance-based course in which high-risk
students attending Spring Valley High School in Columbia, South
Carolina, perform community service. An optional strand of the
school's dropout prevention program, the project serves approximately'
40 students from grades 9-12 with a history of personal, family, iind
academic problems.

Students participating hi PROJECT: SERVE propose a service-learning
project or select a project from opportunities identified by the project
director, a United Way representative, and the Student Steering
Committee. Ten students from the dropout prevention program comprise
the Student Steering Committee, which is also responsible for helping
solve any project implementation problems.

PROJECT: SERVE volunteers have participated in a wide range of
activities, including the following projects:

peer tutoring special needs high school students in academic
subjects, physical education, drama, and dance
coaching students who are preparing to compete in the
Special Olympics
using hands-on approaches to teach science to elementary
and middle school students (for example, constructing
weed eater-powered race cars to illustrate the principles of
motion)
"adopting" 40 Head Start kindergarten students for special'
events, such as a magic show, a Valentine's Day party, and
an Easter egg hunt
sprucing up and painting a local homeless shelter
recycling newspapers and aluminum cans

PROJECT': SERVE has also been instrumental in assisting facult .
members establish school-wide goals for service initiatives Now , most
students who complete serv.ice learning activities as part of their olurse
work are required to

document their service activities and maintain journals in
which they answer questions designed to stimuldie
reflection;

epare rc,.carell pl OF innot:orti hthlkwriphic,; on d

r-



topic related to their service, such as battered women,
foster care, developmental disabilities, etc.;

submit a final paper reflecting on their experiences and a
portfolio that contains documentation of completed service
responsibilities, verification of hours contributed, and a
performance evaluation by the agency supervisor; and

present an exhibition of their accomplishments (in the form
of a videotape, a: t. written work, a theatrical performance.
a musical composition, etc.).

liecdotal acLounts from teachers indicate that the program has succeeded
in improving the self-esteem of students as well as service recipients.

As a result of their participation in PROJECT: SERVE, many students
are reported to have a better sense of purpose, behave more maturely, he
more open to new experiences, and, in general, be more caring and
giving. PROJECT: SERVE has also been credited with improving the
image of the dropout prevention program at Spring Valley High School

and in the community.

PROJECT: SERVE was funded by a Serve-America grant and an in-
kind contribution by the school system. Meeting space for the Student
Steering Committee has been provided hy the Columbia Marriot, and
community volunteers ser\ e as project advisors. A proposal for
PROJECT: SERVE El. an extension of PROJECT: SERVE, has been
submitted for Serve-America funding. If funded, SERVE II will enable

an additional 2541 students to participate in sericedearning activities.

A fellowship from the National Society for Experiential Education-one
of 18 av, arded in the nation-is enabling Project Director. Beverk

to e \tend serN ice learning opportunities to all 2_500 members of the
student both train other faeult members to integrate ser ice into the
eurriL ulum, and create multilevel service-learning courses and credit-
hearing community service student internships.

Nle.in tide, pioject participants are do\ eloping a replication kit
cont,iining a idcot:ipc cricing SFRV F.. a portfolio
documentation pachae. and ruideline1/4, for implementing the program.

ddition,i11\ . student a ailahlc to risc presentations to
st_ hools wicrc.n,d in replik'. mi PROJEC SLR \
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REAL Enterprises

Contact
information:

Edna Pun, is
Teacher
Swainsboro High School
623 South Main Street
Swainsboro. GA 30401
(9 11)237-2267

Paul De Largy
President. REAL

Enterprises
Post Office Box 1643
Athens, GA 30601
(70(' )546-9061
(7lt6)353-2014 fax

Rick Larson
Executixe Directtn
North Carolina REA!

Enterprises
948 Old Post Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27511
(919)929 3939
(919)942-3307 fax

High School

Business Education
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The Swainsboro, Georgia, REAl. (Rural Fain epreneurship through
Action Learning) Entexprise program is designed to R....pond to the need .
of the Swainsboro students, and community w ith ereatit,
solutic is to thc educational and economic challenges thc face NV:111

help from teachers, students research community needs and then design
and establish small businesses to fill economic niches, su h a, a t -shit
screening-printing business, a bakery, and a dellyerx service tor elderk
shut-ins.

Swainsboro's project is one of many REA! Entei prise pr1.f.,1-
in Athens, Georgia. REAL v ork. ith local hoot \ -acm. 11, 14 -

to support projL ets that stiengthen in al

entrepreneurial stud:ins ith exposure to the business counnunik and
ineentix es to Temain in their home towns rathcrthan move to metropolitan
areas. Through research supported by REAL and projects implemented
through 1.ocal schools, students learn To identity and r ond to the
economic needs of their communik and help plan and (Ix% clt,p
enterprises.

Students participating in the REAL course resear, 1. il ci. and opel att.
their ow n business, either indi% idualk or a- a group. V\ ork begins in lb.:
classroom, x here stud mk s, ork with other- to de's ...lop comnnini.:,il if tit
skills and learn basic accounting and reeord-keepin 1-hc\ also ltnl

group dynamic. and personal and commuMtx relatnns .4t.t `-,\ :iinshoro.
advanced students enrolled in the RI; \ I II OUT s: i1q 1,, IL.

f,e;t_inning students in REAL I.

Research also includes field trips that enable paiiicipants to inlet
business people and learn fir:Th..1nd the benel its dnil responsibf Hoc- Li

tllning a business. 'File students also condu, t stirs eonnnunit
to identik residents' inkiest. ,md
suecee.d. Speef.tilk trained mut :2111:1,- I ad. ii n the pl,!nislitt'
process and facilitate access to intoimation, le-oultt,s
can provide further assistance. The\ also
apprentice\ at businesses that inlet ,".1

When students ha\ e completed a phut. IHnd i. .

school to establish their businesses. R .taft on:cm :t

to the propram liii oti.11 e -einitnn I oi Ith lo,! tdosi.

site vrsits, icrion.i1p1nr
a I '101 I Si 1 Ci III n p11111111: ,a,;1

RE %1 to bu\ equipment helpc(T

z
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tinue her project whilc sip*. attends colleec. Ankither student began
a baker\ and now alteink culinary classes at Aunuta lech; she plans to

tarn to Se. ainshoro and open a larper baker\ .

h: pro!'r:rni the n,eds of rural ti-cas, of ten th-e last to
JeCess t nno LC!%(..' progrant-, It is responding to the long-term

economic needs of the commumtv hv encouragin2 students to de.elop
'-)usinesses that draw on local resources and people to succeed. At the
ante time. REAL i helping studenN re-direct their attitudes about the
uture-. instead of considerin,$2 themselves only as potential emplo.)ees.

see the possihWt\ of becoming emplo\ crs themsck es. Their
ard leimnmnc ili hati;:.c w hen the \ rcaii/c the rewards of

rue know led12.c to a spet;ifie problem or goal. I eachers ha\ e
noticed an increased matur \ iii :,tudi.:nts in\ ol\ cd iii PFAI. a mole
.nous-winded IHIT-wne to a-sume responsibility. Parents and the
o;rinninit% arc cr\ recepli%e to the prorr.ini and husinesspeople arc
!cl.usiastic about their insihts

1-undni,.! ti PI Al 11,11,111\ . conh:-: from the ,;choof ,tem in\ ol cd or
I t dc-clopment funds aL ell ;is state-level RI:Al organirations and

1 \ In ,,onie . the eommunit \ support ha-
,id kink of ehamher id-Commerce

"V"-VIWAMMr..."-r.-1.757.PrrErMarrine-=1 Sharing Success 49



Rutherford High School/Tyndall Air Force

Base Environmental Project
111111

Contact
Information:

Evy Applewhite
Teacher, Program

Coordinator
Larry Bolinger
Assistant Princiral
Rutherford High School
IMO School Avenue
Panam:i City, H. 32406
(904)872-4500
(904)872-4827 fax
RHODESE

High School

En.% ironment al Science
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Close neighbors in eastern Bay' County, Horida, Rutherford High
School and Tyndall Air Force Base joined forces in December 1989, to
form a mentoring compact dedicated to helping pro\ ide Bay County
With the highest quality education possible. What began as a mentoring
project has grow n into a successful, large-scale service-learning
enterprise.

In 1991, after the Air Force base was cited for environmental violations
for dumping remnants of old runways in an environmentally sensitive
area, Tyndall and Rutherford received authorization to reclaim two
acres of the dump site on the base. Tyndall removed most of the
discarded asphalt and conerete, but the area remained barren and
littered w ith debris. A three-year project was initiated by Rutherford to
work with Tyndall to environmenkilly reclaim the land.

The restoration project started w ith student visits to the site to remove
remaining debris. They replanted native plants such as local grasses and
bald cApress trees and monitored the progress of the restored landscape
through ongoing research and environmental analysis. The project \\
later expanded to include the construction of a nature trail. During six

eeks of the summer of 1993, students replanted pine tree. at the
reclamation site and built a 600- foot boardwalk through the area: this
structure is the heginning of a proposed 2.400-foot boardwalk that w ill
eventually he supplemented by an outdoor classroom near the shoreline.
The boardwalk, which is accessible to the physically impaired, is open
to educational and community organization!: such as day-care center..
scout troops, and senior citizen groups. Rutherford students are also
developing a study guide for INC (m Iht.' trail and \\ II label indirenous
species along the boardwalk.

Teachers and students began theirem iromucntal iesearch by identifxing
and studying the four m,iin ecosystems ih the aica: etl,!nd. \

knoll, pine forest, and salt- \\ ater shoreline. Student. k orked 111 p.ur. on
mo-meter-square plot studies to count and identik plant and animal
species. Participants took soil core samples, \\ hich the then illustrated
and described in reports on soil composition. Students studied soil
types and textures, made visual field identi I ication of animal ,pccie,..
and conducted laboratory observation ot microoQ2.anisins. They alml
evaluated the area's soil poro.ik. or absoi pt ion capacik and examined
the interaL lion of soil po,osik and ridlution. Student. L. d heeled ,ind

tested \\ ater samples from the inlet beach shoreline, \k JR't eihntls.
open ha \ shorelme. asphalt pile Inn oil. mid iound \\ Oct or
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p11 balance, and clarity. Oil content was established through a purification

process that de.termined palterns of seepage into the water table. When
appropriate, Tyndall Air Force Base lah atiuipment was used for water
analysis.

This project used a multi-disciplinary approach and block scheduling of

three classes: English II, Biology 1, and environmental science. A
group of science and English leachers designed projects for each visit.
English and en \ ironmcntal science classes discussed site visits and kept
journals during the project as a basis for reports and presentations.
Grades were aw arded in English and environmental science for
compLiron id As112,1111enk or each \

kinds for student transportation, supplies, instructional and staff salaries,
and travel expenses were provided hy a Serve-America grant and the
l'\ Hall Compact grant. The local garden club donated cypress trees,

and Tyndall Air Force Base provided the lumber for the boardwalk.
Mentors and Tyndall 0personnel have contributed more than 2.30
Hunteer hours of thier time since the project's inception.

Project coordinators and tezicher are a\ aiLible for training and

consultation to assist other schools in replicating the project. They can
hc onitacted hv telephone or FIR N-MA 1 L. Training packets, videotapes.

and inateri al on inc(lrporating research procedures into science curricula

are also available. Information on procedures and data results are stored

on disk and can he shared \\ ith requesting schools for comparative
aihd

As a result ot the Rut hert ord/Tvnda II Environmental Program. Tyndall
nee Bsise \\ as presented the Distinguished Business Partnership

A:1/4 drd h\ the Hot Ida Commissioner of Education. Attendance and

(2 Laic point a\ cra,,,le,, of participating students have improxed, while
tc;le her s ha \ e noticed increased sell-esteem among student participants.
kuthei lord 1{1:2h SLhool Is continuing to monitor the progress of the
restored dump site and is working to complete the boardwalk and

outdooi classroom.

r0 I

Sharing Success 51



School-Based Service Learning

Contact
information:

Frances Whitworth
Project Coordinator
Ben'Hill County Schools
Post Office Box 5189
406 West Palm Street
Fitzgerald, GA 3 750
(911)413-6515
(912)423-7933
(912)423 4444 tax

Middle School

En.% ironmental Science
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To highlight the importance of recycling in their community, diverse
student groups attending Ben Hill County Middle School in Fitzgerald,
Georgia, have developed a parks restoration program. Through the
School-Based Service Learning program, the students apply effective
recycling practices as they restore neglected parks. In all, the projects
have involved over 1,900 hours of student volunteer service.

Approximately 120 students participated in the first year of the School-
Based Service Learning program, half from Success Seminar classes for
at-risk students and half from Quest classes for academically gifted
students. The students met for weekly discussion groups to discuss
recycling and plan their service-learning projects. In addition to being
a mechanism for stimulating interaction between the two groups, the
service-learning projects helped foster creativity and teamwork as well /
as leadership and decision-making skills.

To make students aware of recycling issues, guest speakers from the-,
local government, area landfill projects, and business and industry
participated in student meetings and discussed recycling needs. After
visiting neighborhoods. parks, and other areas of Fitzgerald that would
benefit from recycling efforts, the students decided to restore several old
dow ntown parks, a decision that the people of Fitzgerald applauded.

The middle school students' most ambitious project was the historic
I3lue and Gray Park, which is adjacent to tlik commercial center of
Fitzgerald. In addition to clearing trash and planting shrubbery, the
students cleaned a large wading pool in the park that had been filled with
mud and debris. Then they refilled the pool with soil and planted
flowers to create a butterfly garden.

To fertihie the new plants for the parks. the students created a public
demonstration compost bin by digging a trench around a large area and
burying wooden pallets to create a fence. The pallets had been discarded
by a local store, which had used them to transport materials by forklift.
The student began composting using discarded vegetation gathered
from the park cleanup. Smalliir compost bins were made from pallets
and distributed to other parks. the middle school, and to individuals'who
requested them.

The students contnmed their ork during the summer, cleaning up the
local ree) cling center, preparing and paint inp two lnstot ic cannons in
the Blue and Gray Park, and cleaning and landscaping theii school

5S
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The School-Based Service Learning prograM was supported by a Serve-
America grant, and matching local funds that were used fortransportation,
equipment, and educational materials. The wooden pallets were
transported to the park by a volunteer crew from Modern Industries,
while the completed compost bins were deliveredby a parent volunteer.
The city donated the soil for thc butterfly garden, and two nurseries and
the agriculture department of the local school system donated plants for

the parks.
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Serve-America Program-OWLS

Contact
information:

Richard L. Rogers
Director of Vocational

Education
Carteret County School

System
Post Office Drawer
Beaufort, NC 28516
(919)728-4583
(919)728-3028 fax

K-12

Environmental Science
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Carteret County School Systems' Serve-America Program is a partnersliip
with the Outer Banks Wildlife Shelter (OWLS), an animal rehabilitation
center established to mitigate the destruction of wildlife caused by
development on the fragile Outer Barkks of North Carolina. According
to the President's Council of Environmental Quality, wildlife on the
Carteret County's coast has been exterminated at a rate 55 times the rate
of destruction 150 years ago. If this trend is allowed to continue, over
4,000 species will disappear within the next few decades.

To prevent the predictions of environmental scientists from coming
true, OWLS was founded in 1988 to provide shelter for sick, injured, or
orphaned animals. In the first four years of its existence, the OWLS
shelter treated over 3,300 animals, including 17 species of mammals, 9
species of reptiles, and 123 species of birds.

By working with OWLS, the sch,00l system is providing sufficient
student power to ensure that most of the sick and injured animals in
Carteret County are being admitted to the shelter. The Serve-America
OWLS program is also training Carteret County youth in the latest
techniques of animal care and preparing them to respond to emergencies
threatening wildlife. Equally important, the program fosters in students
a genuine appreciation and concern for animals and the environment and
instills in them a sense of civic responsibility and pride. In return,
students arc provided a live science laboratory in which to study birds,
reptiles, mammals, and aquatic animals; the opportunity to work with
animals; the guidance of caring, perceptive adults/mentors; and a
healthier environment and future.

Grades K-12 arc involved in the Serve-America Prograin, and the school
board's goal is to have every student in the system participate in some
phase of the program. A variety of service options are available.
Fulfilling objectives in vocational, social studies, science, and English
courses, secondary school students perform the following services:

building bird feeders for OWLS to sell
helping maintain the animal shelter
constructing animal and bird cages
planting hushes and trees to attract birds
cutting and positioning logs and branches loi laccoon,..
squirrels, opossums, songbirds, and other animals to use
creating educational displays on wildlife prcseration
publishing a monthly newsletter in the high school print
sho
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Many K-4 students serve in the Eagle Eye Corps, a youth organization
that reports the location of injured ,animals to the shelter. Other
contributions of elementary school .students include the following 1

ccr\

weeding and pruning
picking up trash
collecting aluminum cans for recycling
collecting berries and acorns for winter Seeding
participating in fund-raising activities

o distributing flyers and posters publicizing w ildli re
preser\ ation issues

The Serve-American Program is being evaluated on its integration of
shelter activities inui the schools' curricula. Other measures of the
program's effectiveness include the number of animals admitted to the
shelter, the number of students participating in the OWLS rehabilitation
program, and the amount of donations from the public resulting from the
schools in N. olvement in the center's activities.

Mtist of the Serse-America grant funds for the project were used to set
up an animal operation room and a training classroom for students at the
shelter; the balance paid for equipment, supplies, travel, and staff
training. Donations and fund-raising activities, including a sand sculpting
contest, membership drive, and the sale of recyclable materials collected
h elementar school children paid the salary of a full-time veterinarian.

the OWLS program is unique to the Outer Banks of North
Carolina. a school interested in replicating the Serve-America Program-
OW LS project can establish a partnership with a zoo, animal shelter,
w Mile park. or an \ other agency in its area that helps protect Wildlife.

A
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S.O.S. (Save Our Students)

Contact
Information:

Linda Clifton
Assistant Principal/
Guidance Counselor
Booneville School District
100-B Gebrge Allen Drive
Booneville, MS 38829
(601)728-8430
(601)728-4940 fax

High School

Environmental Science
Mentoring
Tutoring

In January 1992, Booneville High School in Mississippi identified an
immediate and disturbing problem: over half the freshman class were
failing at least one major subjectand were not doing much better in
their other classes. These high percentages, as well as a 39 percent
dropout rate, highlighted several areas of concern for administrators: a
growing number of students needed tutoring, help with decision mak ing,
and improved -attitudes toward school and their community. School
administrators decided to address these problems by establishing the
S.O.S. (Save Our Students) prograin. By combining an adult mentoring
project and student-initiated community service .projects, they hoped
the S.O.S. program would improve students attitudes and performance.

The mentoring project was directed by the BoOneville I ligh School
guidance counselor, Linda Clifton. She began by identifying the
specific academic needs of students from their records. She then
recruited mentorsprimarily retired teacher's and community members
with abilities to match. Each mentor was assigned at least five students
in a Learning Strategies class for subjects such as Englkh, science.
mathematics, algebra, and geometry.. The first semester of the school
car was devoted to tutoring and to establishing good relationships

between mentors and students.

During the second semester and the slimmer, the students were involved
in a variety of community service activities. One popular project was
a student-designed landscaping plan and nature trail for the school. In
addition to the 120 students from the Learning Strategies program. 60
students from ecology classes and members of the Prentiss County 4-11
Club also took part in the project. With instruction from a soil
conservationist, forestry agent, game arden, biologist. botanist. and
engineer, the groups wOrked together to build the nature trail and
outdoor classroom on the Booneville campus. The trail included a
recognition key to 20 trees and the identification of existing pollution
sites.

While working on the nature trail project, students applied skills they
had learned in geometry, horticulture, drafting, chemistry, and botany
classes and received credit for the service in their Learning Strategies
and Ecology classes. When the projects were completed, students
enhanced their communication skills by conducting presentations on
the ptojects tor elementary school student,..

The results of the sery ice and tutor ing programs were driimatic. In one
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ear, the failure rate dropped from 56 percent to 31 percent for the ninth
2r-ade and from 26 percent to 7 percent in the twelfth grade. Similar
successes were reported for the tenth and elevently grades. Teachers
reported a marked improvement in students' classroom behavior and
dttitudes and a corresponding decrease in disciplinary referrals. The
community service program stimulated more positive attitudes toward
the community, and the tutoring program succeeded in creating
intergenerational bonds between the students and their senior citizen

tutors The tutoring program also won the FORUM Award for Excellence
sponsored II\ the Public Education Forum of Mississippi.

Priman, funding for the Save Our Students project came from a Serve-
America grant administered by the Mississippi Department of Education
and supplemented hr, a grant from Chevron. Additional donations of
materials. money, and time were made by a local bank, the city, the
school district, and \ arious business and service organizations.
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Student Volunteer Course

Contact
Information:

Marlena 0. Williams
Curriculum Coordinator
Lancaster County School

District
Post Office Drawer 103
Lancaster, SC 29721
(803)286-6972
(803)286-4865 fax

High School

English
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The Student Volunteer Course offered by thc Lancaster County (South
Carolina) School District was conceived in the belief that community
service gives today's youth a keen awareness of the problems that exist
in the world and helps prepare them to overcome these problems. In this
program, high school students research community needs, selecting one
or more areas in which to contribute 60 hours of service during a
semester. They receive one-half credit whcn the course is completed.

One strength of the Student Volunteer Course is the level of student
participation in the planning process. Students helped comprise the
original program design team and they develop their own service
contracts. Student-initiated projects have included serving as support
agents foi- the local arts council; wilunteerim2 at the local humane
society, fire department, library, and hospital; and helping develop
special youth activities at a nearby state park.

At thc beginning of the program, the students spend two weeks in the
classroom, where service opportunities are described by community
resource representatives from such organizations as the Red Cross, the
local hospital, Adult Literacy, the county recyclinil department, the
county council of the arts, and the police department. During the third
week, each student develops his or her own community service contract,
which is then approved by a teacher, fellow students, and community
resource agents.

When the students begin providing their services, two teaaers and lour
mentors (volunteer program graduates and college students who provide
support for teachers and one-on-one assistance to students) monitor and
evaluate the students' progress, providing guidance and follow-up
training during site visits and weekly class meetings.

By having students provide services for people in need, such as latch-
key children, senior citizens, people with disabilities, and the poor, the
Student Volunteer Course helps the students

demonstrate compassion for others.
appreciate community problems,
establish positive relation IsA.ps with agencies serving the
community,
develop better self-concepts, and
improve their awareness of career option,

Approximately 30 students in rrades 10-12 participate in the- prorram.
, which operates on an extended-day schedule w ith service accomplished

before or after the school day, Accordinr to project coordinator..., thi,
approach enables 1110FC students to pdrticip,ite In the Stud,.nt Volunteei



Course, since it does not conflict with other school courses, and
increases the time students actually spend providing services and
engaging in hands-on learning activities. The extended day schedule
also provides flexibility in the volunteer activities that students can
participate in. Thus far, students have provided such services as
homework hot lines, after-school tutorials for younger children, baby-
sit ting for low-income families, food distribution, recycling, community
beautification, disaster relief, and assistance for the aged.

Student service is linked to academic courses, where the students'
abilities to communicate effectively, exhibit leadership skills, recognize
community problems, and apply effective decision-making skills arc
assessed through service logs, journ.als, and oral presentations. At the
conclusion of the sernest,c4 students submit written reports on their
projects and conduct presentations to inform their classmates of
community issues and needs. Each student presentation follow s a
"What I did-Why I did it-I low it w as good?-flow it could have been
improved?- format. Students also respond in journals or oral presentation
to the question "What was the most important lesson I learned?" Grades
for the course are based op teacher and peer evaluations of.written and
oral reports, assignments completed during the semester, mentor reports.
and class participation.

The program is ha o. ing a positie impact on the student participants, as
evidenced by improved grades and increased attendance in classroom
and volunteer service activities. By giving students the opportunity to
earn extra credit, the service-learning course has meant the di I fcrenee
betk een retention and graduation for some at-risk students. Feedback
from participating agencies in ed s ith the Student Volunteer Course
has also been en. positive.

The Student Volunteer Course program is funded by a grant from the I. S.

Commission on National and Community Service through the South
Carolina Department of Education and by funds provided by local
go% ernment. Approximately half of the funds are used for teachers' and
mentors salaries. \ix ith the remainder going to trax el e \penscs. student
supplies. and office expenses

I ilssist other schools and districts .i IeplIcitlIig the Student Volunteei
Lourse, Ivoicci staff ha \.e de \ eloped a L,CI of materials on implementing
the pi ogi am that includes program goals and objectives, a s Halms. a list
ot al2encie', that arc likeh to participate in it set \ ice lc,inlinr projeei,
iournal requirements. and policies
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Students/Teachers Partners in Community

Service/Research

Contact
Information:

Raymond Paden
Superintendent
Chickasaw County

Schools
Post Office Box 480
Houlka, MS 38850
(601)568-3333
(601)568-2771 fax

K-12

Science
Language Arts
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Chickasaw County Schools in Houlka, Mississippi, spent a great deal
of time, money, and effort completing its new school buildings, but the
construction left little time or funds for landscaping. Rather than
postpone the landscaping work, the district organized the Students/
Teachers Partners in Community Service/Research program, giving
the entire school an opportunity to participate in a service-learning
project and learn the value of service.

The primary goal of the Students/Teacher Partners landscaping project
was to soften the barren appearance of the new buildings and create a
visual coherence to the campus. To that end, school officials engaged
the Plant Design class at Mississippi State University to develop a
master landscaping plan for the school. implc meriting the master plan
resulted in a c:-..mpus landscape that is functional as w ell as aesthetically
pleasing. Student volunteers planted a hedge around the elementary
school playground that serves as a natural fence and a safety barrier
between the children and a nearby parking lot. Trees planted along the
street to ensure that the school's landscape is complementar- with the
surrounding community also help keep children away from traffic. The
students also used plants and shrubs to shield utilitarian areas such a,:
garbage bins and gas tanks from public view.

While learning about landscaping and horticulture during the Students/
Teachers Partners project, students honed their research, critical
thinking, and problem-solving skills. For example, student discussions
of the impact of erosion on the environment led to the decision to
arrange mulch around several old trees on campus threatened hy root
exposure. Applying their knowledge of energy, science students
placed deciduous trees and added foundation plantings to shade the
buildings and air-conditioning units during the summer and allow
sunlight into the cla,:croom,; in thi. winter.

Fach science class was also assigned a small area of the campus to plant
and care for as a long-range research project. Older students performed
longitudinal studies on the growth of the plants and wrote research
papers that are kept in portfolios in the Library of Student Works for
future reference on the project. Younger students helped with planting
and wrote Big Books and Little Book, about their ex periences, and
students enrolled in a technolop class filmed. edited. and produced ,t
film on the proiL.et.

C(i



Primary funding for the service activities was provided by Serve-
America grant, with matching donations of funds, volunteers, and

materials coming from Mississippi State University, the school PTO,

and community organizations.
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Teach to Learn: Learn to Teach

Contact
Information:

Nlaggie Bow den
Post Office Rios 70
Greenville, GI 302
(70(' )672-42 97
(706)677-161-, o

High School

Language Arts
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In 1991, Meriwether County, (_ieorgia, \\ as expel leneinir two :igni
problems related to education. First, le\ t s ores for ehildren cuter
kindergarten were uh st ant iall v below the state e eratre in man\ arc,ts
Secondly, as a rural area v. ith a declining population, Nlerm ether
Counts' w as having trouble attracting and retaining oung tea, hors
Seeing an opportunity to address both problems throui'h \ ICC

ing, cducat s initiated Teach to Learn. Leal n to Feat. h. a prolt
ss hich local high school stud.'nts ould e Mc ntor.

In the Mer iss ether Feach to Learn project, tw 0 Ltetal) teri... her s

20 hours of ;nstruction in the latest research on learning st:, les I
West Georgia Regionai Lducational Sen. ice .\gcii I RFS:\ J F sed on
their studiec, the teachers developed Introduction to Ftlueation. ;1.1\ .
weA summer school coin se in teaching methods. I Ir.: Low
introduced at both of the counts luh sehook, w hire 21) student: hoe'
each school had iihintc:red tor the Tc..ch 1 ILl n ogr.:;11

For the first week of the course. partn.i.patin,... students spent 11,,
d das in class A L're \ \Len: instructef in theot ies in tea( l4=-,-rfl1
learning. For the remaining f lye w ecks. the studcnt s oluntecrs at ea,11
school were matched with 40 preschool children for dads tw
classes. During this time, the high school students tutoTed the lour

Oki,' in reading and communications skills in addition to plannin: nil
\ecuting their daily lessons, solunteers ere responsible tor pros :din::

dadv re\ ic\% s of their interactions ss ith the preschool children to gailic
thiur communication skills. Foi their chiits. rit,w% ii the pal

11111.2 Irn!,11 oil stinlinis rt'cci\et credit for OM eIcetc unit.

Lligiblc pre .,..1)( 1 students (those w hose I:undies quald led tor
Aid to Families ss ith Dependent Child) en, or lice lunch plogiam%.

were ac(..epted on a tir:t conic. hi t ed hen.. I her p.iients -
iequircd ,itfcnd a t o-hour er1 et:k 011 nutrition. 11Cal'h

e, as ailable social sci \ ices, and pelting -1,i115 I he 1,,oentiiic
le:sons were conducted 11\ the MeTIV,l'in,1 \ hi,.11111

the Deft:mini:ill. Hi l c j1

hc su, ccss cut I oni

informal eon \ ith the hirh
intel cs.t II sci

h. inT
\



versimagm=

the school \ ear. Plans arc undery, av to extend the program into the
retilar \ ear. Bs getting high school students involved in their
cominunit \ and interested in the education process. Meriwether County
11,,pes ei we luture Lollegc vradqates to return to the area ;is

1 14.1 ih I :r I C:1,..h program c',11-11e primarilv

1±oni Syr\ c-Arncrica t_'rnt and the local hoard of education. Lunches
crc rrt)%111....(1 h\ the Sumnicr Y(wth Fecding Program, hich \vas

otrk.lite \\ ith the ,...ununcr pro<2ram.
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TeamWorks with Youth

Contact
information:

Tenera McPherson
Teani Works Coordinator
Elands On Atlanta, Inc.
931 Monroe Street,

Suite 20$
Atlanta, GA 30308
(404)872-2252
(404)872-2251 fax

High School

Interdisciplinary
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Team Works with Youth pairs at-risk students attending.Grady and Carver

I ligh Schools in metropolitan Atlanta with adult volunteers to perform
community service. During their partnership. the adults serve as mentors
for the students. teaching them leadersh1p. modeling group participation

skills, and showing them alternatives to at-risk behavior.

The Team Works with Youth program is an extension of Hands On Atlanta,

a non-profit volunteer,ervice organization established in 1989. Originallx
designed as a flexible mechanism for involving Atlanta citizens in commu-
nity service, Ilaru.N On Atlanta is now a national pilot program in service

learning for youth.

In the TeamWorks with Youth program. student volunteers are paired with

professional adult volunteers. For the next six months, the lean is participate
in a variety of community service projects:

o packing food at the Atlanta Food Rank to be distributed to the
homeless

o preparing and set- ing food at a soup kitelkm
repainting the homes of indigent elderly

o building ramps for people with disabilities
o working with Project Open I land fo package and (.1,..1) \ cr I ood to

AIDS patients
o building or restoring nature trails at local parks

A key characteristic of the TeamWorks v ith Youth program is its emphasis

on reflection during and after the project. Participants read articles and
b)oks on citizenship and the problems the students are addressing through

their service. They keep journals in which they reflect on their experiences
and on social issues such as poverty, homeleSsness. racism. AIDS, the

elderly, etc., that they encounter during their service activities. Throughout

the project, the students participate in group discussions on these topics as

well. Students' journal comments about their service projects are also used

to evaluate and .modi ly future activities.

The success of Team Works with .Youth is evident in many results of the

project. Student participant; have shown improved attitudes toward school
and a greater appreciation of community needs. Volunteers have expressed

immense satisf action with their roles: there is presenth a waiting list of

adult volunteers. TeamWorhs \.1 Ith \' ill ,41011 e\p.intl to three
additional high schools. and the program has been ni . ited to several other



chools to collaborate with established organizations such as volunteer

programs.

Pri mar\ funding for I lands On Atlanta has been through a Serve-America

grimt. ith additional funds corning from Wachovia's Atlanta Foundation,

the Metropolitan Atlanta Community Foundation, and the Harland Founda-

tion.

(
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VISION (Volunteers In Service In atif Nation)

Contact
information:

Becky Grogan Griffeth
Project Director, Program

Instructor
Riverside I ligh School
3()() S. Suber Road

Greer, SC 29650
(803)848-2323
(P3)268-7657

K-12

Interdisciplinary
Mentoring/Tutoring
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The VISION (Volunteers in Service In Our Nation) class at Riverside
Iligh School in Greer, South Carolina, was originally implemented to
expand the student drug awareness program into a more active role of
comprehensive prevention, but has since grown to cover nearly all
service-oriented activities at the school. An extension of the existing
Teen Institute at Riverside, VISION provides positive alternatives to
atTrisk behavior through service-learning activities that involve high
school volunteers in mentoring and tutoring projects with elementary
and middle school students on toPics such as teen pregnancy, HIV/
AIDS, safety. and literacy. Participants also work with community
organi/ations such as the Sal ation Armv, the South Carolina School
for the Deaf and Blind, and the United Way to address the needs of the
homeless, the elderly, the handicapped. and abused children.

Service has been part of the Riverside education prot2fam for some
time, hut before the VISION program there had been little integration
of- sers ice and learning into the curriculum. Students in the VISION
class meet after school and function as facilitators to refine regular
classroom discussion of social concerns and initiate service projects
for students in the community. Students research and identify
community problems relating to health, ens ironmental. and other
needs, then develop proje,:ts to address those needs in cooperation with
community organizations ;litive in those areas. The topic of HIV/
AIDS or fetal alcohol syndrome in health class, lot example. may he
broadened through the invitation of a guest speaker to the VISION
class and followed by volunteer servicx at a health clinic or at the
Piedmont Council for the Prevention of Child Abuse. In psychology
class, discussions of homelessness encouraged students to invite
counselors to speak during the VISION discussion: the students then
olunteer ed at a day shelter for the homeless. Concerns about problems

of the eIderl \ has e led to students \\ orking s ith the (It-Med Way to chop
ood and delis el it to the elder l \ during the \k, inter.

VISION students have made presentations before elementary and
middle school students and teachers taking graduate education courses
at nearbt Furman I lniversits. Student-written skits on the homeless.
drug prevention, pregmmcv, and violence has e been collected by the
South Carohna Department of alcohol. and other drug abuse services
tor publication in a book that s\ ill he as ,olable lot all schools to use
\ !SION students and their teacher leis kT11 ins ituil hl \else oll the
110,10 ot Co-ccn\ rIo

411111111111111111ft



Funding for VISION is derived from a Serve-America grant and Youth

Initiative grants from 'the South Carolina Department of Alcohol and

Other Drug Abuse services. Students and parents raised additional
funds, and businesses and professionals donated transportation.
materials, printing, food, and photography for projects.. The school
district donated classiooms, books, and teaching rriateriak.

to
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Youth and Elderly Against Crime

Contact
Information:

Ramona Frischman
Program Coordinator
Dade County Public

Schools
Room 217
1450 Northeat Second

Avenue
Miami, FL 33132
(305)995-1215
(305)995-1209 fax

Middle School
High School

Social Studies
Civics/Covernnwnt
Criminal Justice
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Crime is often identified as the most critical issue for both the young and
the elderly, especially in the inner-city. To make matters worse, these
two groups are frequently on opposite sides, with adolescents often
preying on the elderly, who, out of fear, can become virtual prisoners in
their homes. To bridge the real and perceived generation gaps between
the two groups, the Dade County Public Schools Department of
Community Participation established the Youth and Elderly Against
Crime project in September 1990. Since then, with the Miami Police
Department and Jewish Family Services as community partners, nine
schools have "adopted" senior citizen groups or public housing residents
in their neighborhoods to identify and solve common problems. Working
together, the two groups seek to resolve their differences and create a
safer environment for the entire community.

Approximately 1,000 students (half of whom are at risk) from social
studies, civics, criminal justice, and government classes participate in
the project. Program activities, which are extensions of course work, are
designed to dissolve barriers to intergenerational accord in the
community. Students begin in class by listening to speakers from local
advocacy groups knowledgeable about crime as it affects both adolescents
and senior citizens. Law enforcement officials discuss the regulation's
they must follow in dealing with offenders. The students also attend
public forums and mcetigg,s of legislative task forces dealing with
et ime-related issues.

Se% eral strategy seminars are held during the school year at which
students, senior citizens, and teachers develop the advocacy skills
necessary to implement change in the community. At a four-day
summeT institute held at Florida International University in Miami,
students, teachers, senior citizens, advocates for the elderly, law
enforcement officers, and community leaders-discuss long-range goals
for combating crime. They draft resolutions and policy statements
addressing major concerns and lobby local legislators attending the
institute to lend their support to the resolutions.

Students are matched with a local senior citizen group. The two groups
meet to develop plans for improving their neighborhood. From these
meetings a task force is createci, drawing on students.enior citizens,
community leaders, law enforcement officials, and educators to
coordinate an action campaign on a county-wide basis. The task force
meets three or ;our times a year to introduce proposals,e improving the
community to city officials, legislators, and the comit4inity at large.
Intergenerational teams arc also selected to present the proposals to
appropriate committees during the legislali e 'Ne'sSion in the state capital
Currently, students arc involved in writing legislation for stiffer penalties
tor crimes committed neat elderly residences.

MINI1111111MIMIMMINI111111111111111!



In addition to stimulating positive interactions between the elderly and
at-risk youth, Youth and Elderly Against Crime offers students thc
opportunity to develop advanced communication skills. They learn how
to present their ideas to community and legislative leaders and to use
their organization and advocacy skills to iMprove public policy and
neighborhood safety. For example, as the result of surveys by the
students, additional lights arc being installed in many poorly lit areas
and public transportation is being made safer and more convenient
through the addition of more stops. Students also learn how to plan
safety workshops for the elderly, presenting information on 'crime
prevention techniques and skits about crimes targeting the elderly.

Since 1990. the Youth and Elderly Against Crime program has won
extensive recOgnition. It was named a "Point of Light" by, President
Bush. In 1993. the program won the United Technologies Exemplary
Program Award as well as the National Partners in Education Award for
the best school volunteer program in a large school distfict.

Students, teachers, and administrators give presentations about the
Youth and Elderly Against Crime program at state and national
conferences and are available to travel to other school districts for
training workshops. A training manual on project implementation is
being developed for teachers and administrators, who arc also invited to
attend the summer institute at Florida International University.

Funding for the Youth and Elderly Against Crime project comes from
a Serve-America grant and the Metro-Dade County Poliee Department.
The project also draws support from Jewish Family Services, the
Attorney General of Florida's Seniors vs. Crime project, and local
American Association of Retired Persons chapters. These partners
represent approximately 100 volunteers who have contributed 800
hours as mentors, cla§voom speakers, and training facilitators. Twelve
teachers from the participating schools are also involved in projgct
planning and implementation. The major expenses for tile Youth aild
Flderly Against Crime project are student transportation, consultint
ervici,-; in training seminars, videotape production, public service

announcements, training materials, substitute coverage tor teacher
training. and incentive awards for volunteers and studenK
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Appendix A

Standards of Quality for
School-Based Service Learning

from the
Alliance for Service Learning in Education Reform

What is Service Learning?

Service learning is a method by which young people learn and develop through active participa-
tion in thoughtfully organized service experiences

That meet actual community needs.
That arc coordinated in collaboration with the school and community.
That are integrated into each young person's academic curriculum.
That provide structured time for a young person to think, talk, and write about what he/
she did and saw during the actual service activity.

0 That provide young people wit-h opportunities to use newly acquired academic skills and
knowledge in real life situations in their own communities.
That enhance what is taught in the school by extending student learning beyond the
classroom.
That help to foster the development of a sense of caring for others.

The Standa rds

I. Effective service karning efforts strengthen service and academic learning.
Model service learning provides concrete opportunities for youth to learn new skills, to think
critically, and to test new roles in an eavi'ronment that encourages risk-taking and rewards compe-
tence

Ill. Preparation and reflection are essential elements in service learning.
IV. Students' efforts are recognized by their peers and the community they serve.
V. Youth are involved in thc planning.
VI. Tk service students perform makes a meaningful contribution to the community.
VII. Effective service learning integrates systematic formative and summative evaluation.
VIII. Service learning connects school and its community in new and positive ways.
IX. Service learning is understood and supported as an inte,..ral element in the life of a school and its

community.
X. Skilled adult guidance and supervision is essential to the success of service learning.
Xl. Pre-service and staff development which includes the philosophy and methodology of service

learning best ensure that program quality and continuity aro maintained.

Source: Alliance for Service I .carninr in Educational Reform, 1993.
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SERMON* PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
S Revomql 11.,n 1,, Eduruhan ORDER FORM

Hot Topics

Developed with input from educators through-out
the Southeast, these research-based guidebooks
offer information, resources, descriptions of
exemplary programs, and contacts for additional
information.

Children Exposm to Drugs: Meeting the'ir Needs
(130 pages. HTSEC)

Quantity

Reducing School Violence (110 pages, IITRSV)

Appreciating Differences: Teaching and Learning
in a Culturally Diverse Classroom (116 pages
Revised and expanded. IITAD1)

biteragem.r Collaboration: Improving the
Deliver of Services to Children and Families
(118 pages. IITICD)

'sing Technology to Improve Teaching and Leam-
ing (90 pages, 11TTEC)

Schools fin- the 21 st Century: New Roles pr
Teachers and Principals (94 pages, IITSTC)

Comprelwnsive Selund Impuivenwin (95 pages.
ITCSI

Problem-Centered L,earning in,Mathematics and

Sc/cm.e (60 pages, I HIVE)

I EDTALK

Co-produced w ith the Council for Educational
Development and Research, this series focuses on
educational improvement and answers common
questions that parents and teachers have about
teaching and learning. Quantity

E011-11X: What We Know About Mathematic,
.1' caching and Learning (69 pages. EDMAT)

I DI AIX: \\ hat We Know Ahout Science
Teaching and 1 earning (70 pages, IMSCI)

/ DIV F Ruial Schools on the Road to Ref( on

page,. FDRI'R

POLICY BRIEF

Quantity

Minority Teacher Recruitment

The Need for Improved Mathematics and
Science Education

Children Exposed to Drugs: What
Polieymakers Can Do

Teachers of the Year Speak Out: Key

Issues in Teacher Professionalization

H SERVE R&D

This series examines research that has been
successfully applied in schools and offers
valuable information, examples, advice, and
resources to those workiag to improve prac-
tice in education.

floss. to Ass.ess Student Performance in Sci-
ence: .Going Beyond Multiple-Choice Tests
(68 pages, RDSPS)

Designing Teacher Evaluation Systems that
Support Professional Growth (45 pages,
RDTES)

H SERVE Reports

SERVE Reports offer analyses of the latest
developments and issues related to
education and the ways in which they
impact schools and society.

Southern Cr0.5m,ads: .1 Demographic IA,ok

at tlie Southeast h Harold Ilodgk inson (90

pages, SRSCR )

Supporting Family Ins olvement in Early
Childhood Education: A Guide for Businerc
(50 pages, SRS121)

Public-Prinite Partner ship: South rotote
II" menta,- (11 SRSPF

Quantity

Quantity



Videotapes
SERVE produces a variety of VHS tapes that give stakeholders in education the
opportunity to see school improvement and reform initiatives in action.

Passages: Continuity from Pre-School to SchoolA visit to six schools with exemplary
programs that guide young children from home to school and address their many needs (30
min., VTPST)

Southern Crossroads-Noted demographer Harold Hodgkinson examines demographic
trends in the Southeast and discusses the challenges and opportunities they present (30
min., VTSCR)

*Special: Order Southern Crássroads publication and videotape for only $25 (P02)

Drug-Free Schools: A Generation of Hope-An examination of six key characteristics of
effective school programs to reduce and prevent student drug use (30 min., VTDFS)

Journey Toward Change-offers ideas, strategies, and inspiration to school improvement
teams from educators who have participated in successful school improvement initiatives. A
complementary film to Hot Topics: Comprehensive School Improvement (25 min., VTCSI)

*Special: Order report and tape for $25, P01

Successful Mathematics and Science Practices:

General Audiences-A close look at exemplary mathematics, science, and technology
programs in several schools in the Southeast (30 min., VTMS3)

Policyrnakers-A panel discussion with the region's chief state school officers, business
leaders, and others on promoting change; features exemplary school programs in math-
ematics, science, and technology (6'0 min., VTMS6)

Teachers/Practitioners-A panel discussion v..ith award-winning teachers on how to
implement innovative programs and practices; features exemplary school programs in
mathematics, science, and technology (90 min., VTMS9)

-.001DERING INFORMATION

Quantity

SERVE books are $7 each for 149 copies; $6 each for 50-99 copies, $5 each for 100+ copies Policy Briefs arc $1.00 Videotapes are $19 95

jMrs. jMs. jDr.) First Name

PositionfTitle

Address

City

Plimm 1J Home J Woik) VoiceMail r-Mmi:Internrt Aldrffq SlinCom ,
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