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ntroduction

Welcome to A_Child's Right: A Safe and Secure World., an introduction
to United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. This

curriculum, designed for the upper elementary and middie grades
(grades 5-10), has your students "adopt" an infant from another region
of the world, taking personal reponsibility for their new brother or
sister. This reponsibility takes the form of activities celebrating the
naming of the child, and activities exploring the rights of health,
security, freedom, economic well being, education and other rights
guaranteed their new friends by the Convention. (See Lessons 1-7).

A personal touch to the learning experience takes the form of the
Childhood Log, which is the student's on-going record from the birth
of their infant twin through his/her development to adulthood. First
introduced in Lesson 2, the Log is a part of all the other lessons.

Action as well as knowledge is a goai of the writers of this curriculum.
Lesson 8 encourages the students to take action whether on the local,
national or international level. This specific lesson empowers young
people, both here in their own country and elsewhere, to participate in
their own development. In addition, Lesson 3 Resources has a
section on Linkage/Network that provides contacts for students to
write/call others from different regions of the country/world in order
to create a richer world vision. Numbers of agencies, institutions and
individuals are listed in each lesson's Additional Resources secton.
There is also a section, General Resources, at the end the curriculum
which is helpful if teachers and/or students wish to expand on the
topics.

Lessons have spacific handouts, labelled and numbered, at the end of
each lesson. In each iesson needed handouts are listed under
Materials Needed. Special handouts include the complete texts of
the Convention of the Rights of the Child (Lesson 2)and the
Declaration of Human Rights (Lesson 2). Other handouts include
data from UNICEF's yearly State of the World's Children Beport. which

can be updated every year by contacting UNICEF. (See Lesson 4:
Additional Resources)
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LESSCN ONE
The Child is Born

"Where did you come from,
Baby dear?
Out of everywhere,
Into here."

George MacDonald

Objectives:

Students will engage inn a brief guided fantasy where they will create
an identification with a newborn child.

Students will brainstorm and list their hopes for the child in the areas
of survival, development, protection, and freedoms.

Materials Needed:

Suggested: The teacher, or students, could bring pictures of newborns
to display or share with the class. Also, there may be some videos
available through community groups that present childbirth, and/or
newborns in an appropriate way for the age group involved.

In ion:

This morning, somewhere in the world, just at the moment that
"somewhere in the world" turned its face from the quiet, soft light of
dawn into the first ray of sunlight, a baby was born. No longer in the
snug and warm, dark and wet, safe and encumbered place inside its
mother, the baby scrunches up its face, and uses its tiny lungs to make
its first cry. It wriggles and pushes against the air with its hands and
feet and legs.

At the wonder of this new life, those attending the birth touch, admire,
and clean this new human being. They see you, watching from a short
distance away, and beckon you to come. You come and hunker down and
the baby draws you in. The other people disappear. The baby looks to
you. You wrap the baby snugly. Comforted, the baby searches you out.
Quietly it sees, and sighs, and then sleeps.
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Learning Sequence:

Find a comfortable place and way to hold him or her. Listen to him or
her. What sound does s’/he make? Touch his/her face. Does s/he have
any hair? Look at her/his nose, and mouth, and ears. Does it have
eyebrows? Eyelashes? What are you thinking as you hold this baby?

Very carefully note what he/she looks like, feels like, smells like,
"seems" like. Think about this child as your "infant twin" in some part
of the world. Hold him/her and think about this baby's present and this
baby's future. Help your body and mind remember him/her, so you can
still hold him/her next to you in your mind when you open your eyes.

-Engage students in discussion of their own fantasy. "In what did you
wrap the child? Where did you sit with the child?  What were you
thinking when you held him/her? How did you help your body and mind
remember what s/he "felt" like?"

-Thinking about their babies, their infant twins in another part of the
world, have students brainstorm and list responses to the questions
that follow. Do this carefully and save lisis as they will be used
throughout the study. Remind students to think about basics while
doing this, reminding them that their baby was born "somewhere in the
world". A Porsche will not benefit a child living where there are no
roads suitable on which to drive it; nor will a Nintendo game benefit a
child living in a village without electricity. Also, try to keep in mind
the "best interesis of the child", not necessarily what you think would
be in your own "best interests".

*What will your baby need to survive, to stay alive?
*What will your baby need to develop into a healthy and happy
person?
*From what do you hope your baby will have protection?
What kinds of things do you hope will never happen to your baby?
*What freedoms do you want your baby to have?

Closure:

-If your baby had all of these things, do you think s/he would be able to
have a healthy and happy life?

-Do all children of the world have all these things on your list? What
are some reasons they do not?




-In your opinion, ghould all children have these things? Whose
responsibility is it to try to make them available to children?

-If a parent is unable to provide all items on our lists because of
circumstances in which he or she is trapped, should provision of these
things be the responsibility of someone else? Who? If the nation is
unable to provide for these things, is there anyone or anything else that
can?

-Thinking about your infant twin, is there something you would like to
give her/him in honor of her/his birth? Talk about symbolic gifts, like
gifts of a wish, or an idea, a lullably, a dream, a story, a prayer, a song,
a poem, a picture, a vision, etc. that will somehow be helpful to and/or
treasured by the child in his/her life. Have them bring their gifts to
class and, in small groups or with the whole class, share them with
classmates.




LESSON TWO
The Right to Rights

"The human race is one great newtwork
which quivers in every part when one part is shaken,
like a spider's web when touched.

Thomas Hardy
Object] .
Students will generate a definition of a "right".
Students will be introduced to the United Nations Convention on the

Rights of the Child and will contrast it to items identified by students
in the first lesson.

Students will match instances of denial or assurance of rights to the
Article in the Convention that identifies the specific right in question.
Students will locate and share with classmates an incidence of
assurance or denial of specific rights of a child/children.

Materials Needed:

lLesson 2, Handout #l: What is the United Nations?

Lesson 2, Handout #2: The Declaration of Human Rights

Lesson 2, Handout #3: History of the Convention on Children's
Rights

Lesson 2, Handout #4: Chidren's Rights Treaty

Lesson 2, Handout #5a-c: Concentration

Lesson 2, Handout #6: News Article

Lesson 2, Handout #7: News Article

Lesson 2, Handout #8a-c:  Angelou/Wilder/Gibran

In ion:
-Begin lesson with having students share the gifts they have prepared
for their infant twin. Have students comment on the qualities that
many or most of the gifts had in common. Ask: "How many of our gifts
have something to do with the list we made in the last lesson of the
things the infants will need to survive, to develop, to be protected
from, and the freedoms we hope they will have?"

-Write the word "right" on the board and have students think about the
primary ways in which the word is used: Right as the opposite of
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wrong; "Right now!®; "You have no right", right hand, etc. Bring focus to
the way the word is used in "You have no right" or "I have a right." Have
students volunteer sentences using this meaning of the word and
record, orally or in writing, their responses.

-"Looking at the responses of our class, what is 'a right'?"
Discussion of this question can be conducted with the whoie class, in
dyads, or small cocsarative groups could be given the task of
generating a definition of "a right". Share ideas and definitions.

-"On the basis of our ideas and definitions, in your opinion, should
children have the 'right' to all the items we listed yesterday? Why?
From where do you think the idea came that humans should have 'the
right' to some things?" (Perhaps from the human desire for dignity and
respect for seif and others.) "Do you think this is a new idea?"

-"Most of us can say quite comfortably, "I have my rights!", and "You
have no right to do that to me." From where do we get our rights? In

=the United States of America, the Bill _of Rights, ratified in 1791

attempts to guarantee certain rights to all U.S. :itizens. Does this
mean that people had no rights prior to ratification? Does this means
everyone's rights were guaranteed immediately after ratification? In
this country, how are people's rights protected?"

-"The U.S. Bill of Rights is a very important document. Other countries
have similar documents and means to protect rights of citizens. Can
peopie’s rights be protected in places where there are no documents
written delineating rights and the means to their protection?" A
concern for basic rights of humans exists in most social and political
systems of m.st cultures. In cultures where there is no written
language, the rights of citizens are known and protected through laws
in the oral tradition. Listen to what Eleanor Roosevelt had to say about
the importance of universal human rights.

Where, after all, do universal rights begin? In small places,
cicse to home--s0 close and so small that they cannot be seen
on any maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the indi-
vidval person; the nsighborhood he lives in; the school or
college he attends; the factory, farm or office where he works.

Pt
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Such are the places where every man, woman and child seeks
equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without dis-
crimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, they
have little meaning anywhere. Without concerned citizen
action to uphold them close to home, we shall look in vain for
progress in the large world.

Eleanor Roosevelt, The Great Question, NY: United Nations, 1958

-What, essentially, is Eleanor Roosevelt saying about from where a
need and concern for human rights came? (Give students time to study
the quotation, to formulate their ideas, and to share them with their
classmates.) Have students summarize their thinking about the
universality over time and cuiture of concern for human rights.
Perhaps it is the human capacity for empathy and compassion that is at
the core of this concern for others -- people's will to live their lives
with dignity and to provide the same for their offspring.

Learning Sequence:

-This human capacity for empathy and compassion lies at the core of
the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. But first,
what is the United Nations? (See Lesson 2, Handout #1: What is the
United Nations?) Why is the United Nations? Why might the United
Nations work very hard to produce such a document and to try to ensure
protection of human rights? Do you think we will find in this document
any of the "rights" we listed?

-Have students, in partners or small groups, review Lesson 2,
Handout #2: The Declaration of Human Rights. Perhaps class could
read together the preamble. Give class some organized way in which to
review the entire document. Perhaps assign specific articles to

specific groups and have groups report on rights included in their
section.

-We're hearing terms here like "declaration”, "bill", "convention”. It is
important that we are clear on the meanings of these words so that we

all have similar perceptions of what they are when we are discussing
them.

Declaration: a general statement of principles
which is not legally binding

ot
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Convention: a legally binding treaty or agreement
among nations

Ratification: formal approval of a treaty

or a covenant by a sovereign state

-"Do all people in the world have these rights? Of what examples do
you know where people do not have these rights? (The right to marry,
to participate in government, the right to education, to form trade
unions, to an adequate standard of living, etc.) Does this then mean
that the Declaration is not working or has littie worth?" (Are the Ten
Commandments worthless because people find them hard to follow?
Should there not be rules in schools because they are sometimes
broken?) Talk to students about an “ideal", a best case scenario, a
future to strive for, etc.

-Tell students that there is a similar document that deals only with
the rights of children. "Why do you think a separate document was
created for children? How do the needs or rights of children differ
from those of adults?" Have children examine the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, (See Lesson 2, Handout #3,

Background on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Lesson 2,
Handout #4, T vention on the Righ f th hild.) -"How does

the Convention compare to the class listing of a child's rights? Do we
want to add anything to the class list? Do we think there are things
from our list that should be added to the Convention?" Show students
the poster that lists a synthesis of the rights.

-"In order to become more familiar with the rights of the Convention
we're going to play a Concentration game, matching real life incidents
of rights either denied or delivered/protected with the particular right
outlined in the Convention." (See Lesson 2, Handouts #5 a,b,c.) Have
students play Concentration game in dyads or groups of four to six.
After the game, have students lay out on a desk the pairs they
discovered. Give students the headings used in Lesson One, Rights of
Survival, Rights of Development, Rights to Protection, Rights
to Freedom, and have them classify examples under them. Discuss.

-"What does the United Nations want to happen relative to the
Convention?" The Convention was adopted by the General Assembly in




1989 and with the ratification by over 20 nations has become
international law. In those states (nations) where the Convention has
been ratified, it is presently considered law. The United States has not
signed or ratified the Convention. As it has now become law, the World
Court and other international legal enforcement stiructures are working
to ensure delivery and protection of rights. "Can you think of reasons
why some nations may not want to see the Convention ratified? How
important do you think it is for the United States to be one of the
ratifying nations?”

-Read two editorials from Star and Tribune, (Lesson 2, . Hanaouts
#6 and 7), the first encouraging President Bush to sign the document
at the Octobei 1990 World Summit for Children, the second with the
editors reponse when he did not. As of 5/13/91, 57 nations have signed
the Convention, and 80 nations have signed and ratified it. (The U.S.S.R.
is among the nations that have signed and ratified. The U.S.A. is not.)
Have students share their thoughts and feelings about the United States
not being among them. Are there any actions they would like to take
relative to this fact?

Closure;

-"Does it matter to you that your infant twin/ any child may not have
his/her basic rights available to him/her? Why or why not? In what
ways do you feel connected to other children in the world?"

-Share with students any or all of the following: ilaya Angelou
quotation, the Qur Town excerpt, and/or Gibran's "On Children" with
students. (See Lesson 2, Handout #8 a,b,c.) Following discussion of
these quotes, inform students of their next assignment.

Assignment: Find a picture, article, headline, story, poem, etc.
dealing with some aspect of the rights of a child. It can tell about a
child getting or having his/her rights or about a child being denied his
or her rights. Bring your example to share with the class and to become
part of our classroom display on the United Nations Convention on the

Rights of the Child. Be prepared to talk about how you feel about what
is happening in your chcice of article, picture, story, etc.




Lesson 2
Handout #1

What is the United Nations?

The United Nations is the international organization of States (countries) founded after the Second World
War for the purposes of preventing war, maintaining international peace and security, and promoting social
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, developing friendly relations among nations and
achieving international cooperation. The Member States are bound together by their adherence to the
United Nations Charter and its principles. The U.N. began its work in 1945 with only 51 members. Today,
there are 159.

The United Nations is not a supei-state or a world government. It has no powers that are not given to it
by its Member States. It can only act when they decide it should. The members choose whether or not
to use the U.N.’s procedures, carry out its decisions, even whether or not to observe the provisions of the
Charter they have sworn to uphold.

The United Nations proper is composed of six principal organs:

The General Assembly is the main deliberative organ. It is comprised of representatives of all
Member States, each of which has one vote. Decisions on important questions, such as recommendations
on peace and security, admission of new members and budgetary matters, requires a two-thirds majority.
Decisions on other questions are reached by a simple majority.

The Security Coundil has primary responsibility, under the Charter, for the maintenance of
international peace and security. The Council has 15 members: five permanent members -- China, France,
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States -- and 10 elected by the General Assembly for
two-year terms. Each member of the Council has one vote. Decisions on procedural matters are made by
an affirmative vote of at least nine of the 15 members. Decisions on substantive matters require nine votes
including the concuiring votes of all five permanent members. This is the rule of "great Power unanimity”
often referred to as the "veto" power. If a permanent member does not support a decision but does not
wish to block it through a veto, it may abstain. Under the Charter, all Member States of the United Nations
agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security Council. While other organs of the U.N. make
recommendations to governments, the Council alone has the power to take decisions which members are
obligated to camry out.

The Economic and Social Council was established by the Charter as the principal organ to
coordinate the economic and social work of the United Nations and its specialized agencies and institutions.
The Council has 54 members who serve for three years. Eighteen members are elected each year for a
three-year term to replace 18 members whose term has expired. Voting in the Council is by simple
majority; each member has one vote.

In setting up an International Trusteeship System, the Charter established the Trusteeship Coundil
as one of the main organs of the United Nations and assigned to it the task of supervising the
administration of "trust territories" placed under the Trusteeskip System. Major goals of the System are to
promote the advancement of the inhabitants of Trust Territories and their progressive development toward
self-government or independence. The aims of the Trusteeship System have been fulfilled to such an extent
that only one of the original 11 Trusteeships remains -- the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
(administered by the United States). The others, mostly in Africa and the Pacific, have attained
independence, either as separate countries or by joining neighboring independent nations. Only the five
permanent members of the Security Council remain as members of the Trusteeship Council. Voting is by
simple majority; each member has one vote.

16
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Lesson 2
Handout #1

The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. Its Statute
is an integral part of the United Nations Charter. All countries which are parties to the Statute of the Court
(which automatically includes all U.N. Member States) can be parties to cases before it. Other countries
can refer cases to it under conditions laid down by the Security Council. In addition, the Security Council
may recommend that a legal dispute be referred to the Court. Both the General Assembly and the Security
Council can ask the Court for an advisory opinion on any legal question. The Court consists of 15 Judges
elected by the General Assembly and the Security Council. voting independently. They are chose on the
basis of their qualifications, not on the basis of nationality, and care it taken to ensure that the principal
legal systems of the world are represented in the Court. No two Judges can be nationals of the same
country. The Judges serve for a term of nine years and may be re-elected. They cannot engage in any
other occupation during their term of office.

The Secretariat se.vices the other organs of the Unitzd Nations and administers the programs and
policies laid down by them. Atits head is the Secretary-General, who is appointed by the General Assembly
on the recommendation of the Security Council. The work of the Secretariat is as varied as the list of
problems dealt with by the United Natons. It includes: administering peace-keeping operations;
organizing international conferences on problems of werld-wide concern; surveying world economic trends
and problems; preparing studies on such subjects as human rights, disarmament and development; and
interpreting speeches, translating documents and supplying the world’s communications media with
information about the U.N.

Sources: Image and Reality (United Nations)
Basic Facts About the United Nations (United Nations)




Lesson 2
Handout #1

Preamblie to the Charter of the United Nations

We, the peoples of the the United Nations, Determined to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our
lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith
in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large
and small, and to establish conditions under which justice and
respect for the obligation arising from treaties and other sources of
international law can be maintained, and to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger freedom.

And For These Ends to practice tolerance and live together in peace
with one another as good neighbors, and to unite our strength to
maintain international peace and security, and to ensure, by the
acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed
forces shall not be used, save in the common interest, and to employ
international machinery for the promotion of the economic and
social advancement of all peoples,

Have Resolved to Combine Our Efforts to Accomplish These Aims.
Have Accordingly, our respective governments, through
representatives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who have
exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form, have
agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby

establish an international organization to be known as the United
Nations.

} —t
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Lesson 2
Handout #3

History
of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention was adopted unanimously by the UN General
Assembly on November 20, 1989. It is the most complete statement
of children's rights ever made.

Milestones in the development of the document:

1. One of the first acts of the general Assembly at the time of the
creation of the UN in 1945 was to establish the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF).

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) recognized
that children must be the subject of special care and attention.

3. The 1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child was specifically
addressed to the protection of chidren's rights, providing a moral
framework and a guide to private and publuc action.

4. 1979 was designated the International Year of the Child which
gave impetus to the desire to write a convention that gave the force
of treaty law to children's rights.

5. On January 26, 1990, 61 countries signed the convention (a
record first day reponse) Signature is accepted as a sign that a
country will seriously consider ratification.

6. On September 2, 1990, one month after the twentieth State
ratified it, the convention became international law for those
states that ratified it. For other states, the convention enters into
force thirty days after they ratify it.

Source: The Rights of the Child Fact Sheet #10
Center for Human Rights (see resource list)
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD s
Adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations

on 20 November 1989

Text

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Considenng that in accordance with the principles prociaimed in the Charter of the
Unitad Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the worid,

Bearingin mindthatthe pecples of the Unitad Nations have, inthe Charter, reaffirmed
their faith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and worth of the human
person, and have determired {o promote sccial progress and better standards of life
in larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Nations has, in the Universal Declaration of Hurnan
Rights and in the International Covenants on Human Rights, proclaimed and agreed
that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms sat forth therein, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, coiour, sex, language, religion, political arother
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other staiuis,

Recallingthat, inthe Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations has
proclaimed that childhood is ent'.ied to special care and assistance,

Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural
envimnment for the growth and waell-being of all its membars and particularly
children, should be afforded the necessary protection and assistancs so that it can
fully assuma its responsibilities within the community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her

persanality, shouid grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness,
love and understanding,

Considening that the child shoukd be fully prepared to live an individual lifte in society,
and brought up in the spirit of the ideals prociaimed in the Charter of the United
Nations, and in particulsr in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerancs, fraedom, equality
and solidarity,

Bearing in mind that the need for extending particular care t0 the child has been
stated in the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the United Nations in 1959 and
recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the Internaticnal
Covaenant on Civil and Political Rights (in particular in articles 23 and 24), in the
Intamational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cuitural Rights (in particular in its
article 10) and in the statutes and relevant instruments of specialized agencies and
international organizations concerned with the weifare of children,

Bearing in mindthat, as indicated in the Daclaration of the Rights of the Child adcpted
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 20 Novembar 1959, “the child, by
reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care,
including appropriate legal protection, before as waell as aftar birth,*

Recalling the provisions of the Daclaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to
the Protection and Walfare of Children, with Spacial Reference to Foster Placement
and Adoption Nationally and internationally (General Assembly Reeoiution 41/85 of
3 December 1986); the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administra-
tion of Juvenile Justice (“The Baeijing Rules”) (Generai Assembiy Resolution 40/33 of
29 November 1985); and the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children
in Emergency and Armed Contlict (General Assembly Resolution 3318 (XXIX) of 14

24

December 1974),

Unofficial summary of

main provisions

PREAMBLE

The preamble: recalls the basic prin-
cipies of the Uniked Nations and specific
provisions of certain relevant hunian
rights treaties and proclamations; reaf-
fims the fact that chiidren, because of
theirvulnerability, need special care and
protection; and places special empha-
sis on the primary caring and protective
responsibility of the family, the need for
logal and other protection of the child
before and after birth, the importance of
raspect for the cultural values of the
chikd's community, and the vial role of
internaikinal coooeration in achieving
the reglization of children’s ngiiis.

Lesson 2

Handoux #4
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Recognizingthat in all countrias in the world there are children living in exceptionally
difficult conditions, and that such children rneed special consideration,

Taking due account of the Importance of the traditions and cultural values of each
paopie for the protection and harmonious development of the child,

Recognizing the importance of International cooperation for improving the living
canditions of children In every country, In particular In the developing countries,

Have agreed as follows:

PARTI

Article 1

Forthe purposes of the present Convention a child means evary human baing balow

the age of 18 years uniess, under the law applicabla to the child, majority is attained
earliar.

Article 2

1. Tha States Parties to the present Convention shall respect and ensure the
rights set forth in this Convantion to each child within their jurisdiction without dis-
crimination of any kind, irrespactive of the child's or his or her parent’s or legal
guardian's racs, colour, sex, lanquagae, religion, political or other opinion, national,
ethnic or social origin, propenty, disability, birth or other status,

2.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ansure that the child is
protected against ail forms of discrimination or punishmaent on the basis of the status,
activities, expressed opinians, or beliefs of the child’s parents, legal guardians, or
family membars.

Articie 3

1. In ail actions concerning children, whether undaertaken by public or private
social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legisiative
bodies, the best interasts of tha child shall be a primary consideration.

2. States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is
nacassary for his or her well-baing, taking into account tha rights and duties of his or
her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsibla for him or her,
and, to this end, shall take ail appropriate legislative and administrative measures.

3. States Partias shall ensure that the institutlons, service and facilities respon-
sible for the care or protection of children shall conform with the standards estab-
lished by compatent authorities, particularly in the areas of safety, heaith, in the
numbar and suitability of their staff as wall as competent supervision.

Article 4

States Parties shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, and other
measuras, for the implemaentation of the rights recognized in this Convantion. In
regard to economic, social and cuitural rights, States Parties shall undertake such
measures to the maximum extent of thair available resources and, where needed,
within the framework of international co-operation.
Q . ‘
ERIC 29

Toxt Provided by ERI

Uncfficial summary of /6

main provisions

Deflnitlon of a child

All persons under 18, unless by law
majority is attained at an earlier age.

Non-discrimination

The principle that all rights apply to
all chikiren without exception, and
the State's obligation to protect chil-
dren from any form of discrimination.
The State must not violate any right,
and must take positive action to pro-
mote them all,

Best Interests of the child

All actions cuncering the child
should take full account of his or her
best interests. The State is to pro-
vide adequate care when parents or
others responsible fail to do so.

Impiementation of rights

The State’s obligation to translate
the nights in the Convention into
reality.




THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Articie 5

States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, right: and duties of parents or,
where applicable, the mambers of the extended family or community as provided for
by the local custom, legal guardians ar other persons legally responsible for the child,
to provide, In @ mannaer consistent with the evolving capacities of the child,
appropriate direction and guidance In the exercise by the child of the rights
recognized in tha present Convention.

Atticle 6
1. States Parties recognize that every child hns the inhaerent right to life.

2. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and
development of the child.

Atticle 7

1. Thae child shail be registerad immadiataly after birth and shall have the right
from birth to a namae, the right to acquire a nationality, and, as far as possible, the right
to know and be cared for by his or her parents.

2. States Parties shall ensure the implemantation of these rights in accordance
with their naticnal iaw and their ohligations under the relevant intermnational instru-
maents in this field, in particular where ‘he child wouid Gtherwise be statelgss.

Article 8

1. States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her

identity, including nationality, namae and family relations as recognized by law without
uniawtui interference.

2.  Whare achid is illegally deprived of some or all of the elemants of his or her
identity, States Parties shall provide appropriate agsistance and protection, with a
view 1o speedily re-astablishing his or her identity.

Article 8

1. States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her
parents against thair will, except when competent autharities subject to judicial
review datermine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such
Separation is necessary for the bast interests of the child. Such detarmination may
be necessary in aparticular case such as onae involving abuse or neglect of the child
by the parents, or one where the parents are living separately and a decision must
be made as to the child's place of residencs.

2. In any proceedings pursuant to paragraph 1, all interested parties shali be
given an opportunity to participate in the proceedings and make their views known.

3.  States Parties shall respact the right of the child who is separated from one or
both parents to maintain personal relations and direct contact wiih both parents on
aregular basis, except if it is contrary to the chiid's best interests.

4. Whera such separation resuits from any action initiated by a State Party, such
as the detention, imprisonment, exile, deportation or death (including death arising
from any cause whilethe person is in the custody of the State) of one or both parents
orof the child, that State Party shall, upon request, provide the parents, the child or,
it appropriate, another membar of the family with the essential information concern-
ing the whereabouts of the absent membaer(s) ol the family unless the provision of the
information would be datrimentai to the wall-teing of the child. States Parties shall
turther ensure that the submission of such a request shall of itseif entail no adverse
consequances for the person(s) concemed.
26

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Parental guidance and the child's
evolving capacities

The State's duty to respect the rights
and responsibilities of parents and the
wider family to provide guidance appro-
phiate to the chikd's evolving capacities.

Survivad and d :- slopment

The inherent right to life, and the State's
obiigation to ensure the child's survival
and development.

Name and nationality

The right to have a name from birth and
to be granted a naticnality.

Presarvation <! !dantity

The State's obligation to protect and, if
necessary, re-establish the basic as-
pecta of a child's identity (name, nation-
aity and family ties).

Soparation from parents

The child's right to live with his/her par-
ents unless this is deemed incompatible
with his/her best interests; the right to
maintain contect with both parents if
separated from one orboth; the duties of
States in cases where such separation
results from State action.
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Article 10

1.  In accordance with the cbligation of States Parties under article 9, paragraph
1, applications by a child or his or her parents to enter or leave a State Party for the
purpose of family reunificatio. shall be dealt with by States Parties in a positive,
humane and expeditious manner. States Parties shall further ensure that the
submission of such a request shall entail no adverse consequences for the appli-
cants and for the members of their family.

2.  Achildwhosae parents reside in different States shall have the right to maintain
on a regular basis save in exceptional circumstances personal relations and direct
contacts with both parents. Towards that end and in accordance with the obligation
of States Parties under article 9, paragraph 2, States Parties shall respect the right
of the child and his or her parents to leave any country, including their own, and to
enter their own country. The right to leave any country shall be subject only to such
restrictions as are prescribed by law and which are necessary to protect the national
security, public order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and

freadoms of others and are congistent with the other rights recognized in the present
Convention.

Article 11

1.  States Parties shall take measures to combat the illicit transfer and non-return
of children abroad.

2.  To this end, States Parties shall promote the conclusion of bilateral or
multilateral agreements or accassion to existing agreements.

Article 12

1.  StatesParties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or herown
views the right to express those views freely in all matiers affecting the child, the

views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of
the child.

2. Forthis purposae, the child shall in partic-:lar be provided the oppcrtunity to be
heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either
directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent
with the procedural rules ¢f national law.

- Article 13

1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expressian; this right shall include
fra@dom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of

frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other
media of the child's choice.

2. The exercise of this right may b@ subject to certain restrictions, but these shall
only be such as are provided by law and are necessary;

(a) for respact of the rights or reputations of others; or

(b) forthe protection of national security or of publicorder (ordre public), or of public
health or morals.

Article 14

1. States Parties shall respact the right of the child to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.

2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when
applicable, legai gquardians, to provide direction to the child inthe exarcise of his or
O __right in a mannar consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Familly reunification

The night of children and their parents to
leave any country and to enter theirown
in order to be reunited or to maintain the
child-parent relationship.

lijcit transter and non-return

The State’s obligation to try to prevent
and remedy the kidnagping or retention
of children abroad by a parent or third
party.

The chlild’s opinion

The child's right to express an opinion,
and to have that opinion taken into
account, in any matter or procedure
affecting the chid.

Freedom of axprassion

The child’s right to obtain and make
known information, andto express his or
her views, unless this would violate the
rights of others.

Freedom of thought, consclence
and religion

The child’s right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, subject 1o

appropriate parental guidance and na-
tional law.
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3. Freedorm to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such
imitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order,
health. or morals or the fundamental rights and {reedoms of others.

Articie 15

1. States Parties recognize the rights of the child to freedom of association and
to freedom of peaceful assembly.

2. Norestrictions may be placad on the exercise of thase rights other than those
imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society
in the intarasts of national security or public safety, public order (ordre pubiic), the
pratection of public heaith or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of
others.

Article16

1. No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful intarferance with his or her
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour
and reputation.

2.  Thae child has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or
attacks.

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media and
shall ensura that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of
national and international sourcas, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or
her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and mental heaith. To this end,
States Parties shall:

(a) Encourage the mass media to disseminate information and material of social
and cultural benatit to the chiid and in accordanca with the spirit of article 29;

(b) Encourage intemational co-operation in the production, exchange and dis-
semination of such information and materiai {rom a diversity of cultural, nationai anid
international sourcas;

fc) Encourage the production and dissemination of children's books:

(d) Encourage the mass madia to have particular regard to the linguistic needs of
the child who balongs to a minority group or who is indigenous;

(e) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines for the protection of the
child from information and mataerial injurious to his or her well-being bearing in mind
the provisions of articles 13 and 18.

Article 18

1. States Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle
that both parents have commen responsibilities for the upbringing and development
of the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the primary

responsibility for the upbringing and developmaent of the child. The best interests of
the child will be their basic concern.

2. For the purpase of guarantesing and promoting the rights sat forth in this
Convantion, States Parties shall rander appropriate assistance to parents and legal
guardians in the performance of their child-rearing responsibilities and shall ensure
the developmant of institutions, facilities and services for the care of children.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that children of
working parents have the right to benefit from child care services and facilities for
. which they are eligible. o
o
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Unofticial summary of
main provisions

Freedom of association

The night of chiidren to meet with others
andto join or set up associations, unless
the fact of doing so violates the rights of
others.

Protection of privacy

The night to protection from interference
with privacy, family, home and corre-
spondence, and from libel/slander.

Accessto appropriate information

The role of the media in disseminating
information to children that is consistent
with moral weilbeing and knowledge
and understanding among pecpies, and
respects the child’s cuttural background.
The Stateis totake measures to encour-
age this and to protect children from
harmful materials.

Parental responsibilities

The principle that both parents have
Joint primary responsibility for bringing
up their chiidren, and that the State
should support them in this task.
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Article 19

1.  States Partles shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and
aducational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental
violencs, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or expioita-
tion including sexual abusae, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any
other persan who has the care of the child. ’

2.  Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective proce-
dures for the establishmant of social programmaes to provide necessary support for
the child and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of
prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment, and
follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropri-
ate, for judicial involvement.

Article 20

1.  Acnild temporarily or parmanently deprived of his or her family environment,
orin whose own bast interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall
be entitled to special protection and assistance providad by the State.

2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alternative
care for such a child.

3.  Such care could includs, inter aka, foster placement, Kafala of Islamic law,
adoption, or if necessary placemaent in suitable institutions for the care of children.
When considering solutions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of continuity

in a child's upbringing .ind to the child’s ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic
background.

Artlcle 21

States Parties which recognize and/or parmittha system of adoption shail ensure that
the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration and they shall:

(a) ensure that the adoption of a child is authorized only by compaetent authorities
who determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures and on the basis
of all pertinant and reliable information, that the adoption is permissible in view of the
child’s status concerning parents, relatives and legal guardians and that, if required,
the persons concemed have given their informed consent to the adopiion on the
basis of such counssiling as may be necessary;

(b) recognize that intercountry adoption may be considered as an alternative
means of child’s care, if the child cannot be placed in a foster or an adoptive family
or cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in the child's country of origin;

{¢) ensure that the child concerned by intercountry adoption enjoys safeguards
and standards equivalent to those existing in the case of national adoption;

(d) take all appropriate measuras to ansure that, in intarcountry adogption, the
placement does not result in irsproper financial gain for those invoived in it;

(e) promote, where appropriate, the objectives of this article by conciuding
bilateral or multilateral arrangements or agreemants, and endeavour, within this
framework, to ensure that the placement of the child in another country is carried out
O mpetent authorities or organs.
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Protection from abuse and
neglaect

The State’s obligation to protect chil-
dren from all forms of maitreatment
perpetrated by parents or others re-
sponsible for their care, and to under-
take preventive and treatment pro-
grammaes in this regard.

Protection of children without
famllles

The State's obligation to provide special
protection for children deprived of their
family envirocnment and to ensure that
appropriate alternative family care or
institutional placement is made avail-
able to them, taking into account the
child's cuitural background.

Adoption

In countries where adoption is recog-
nized and/or allowed, it shall only be
camied out int the best interests of the
child, with all necessary safeguards for
a given child and authorization by the
competent authorities.
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Articie 22

1.  States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is
seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable
international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or
accompanied by his or her parents or by any ather persca, receive appropriate
protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth
in this Convention and in othar international human rights or humanitarian instru-
ments 10 which the said States are Parties.

2. For this purpose, States Parties shail provide, as they consider appropriate,
cooperation in any efforts by the United Nations and other compaetent intergovem-
mental organizations or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the
United Nations to protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other
members of the family of any refugee child in order to cbtain information necessary
for reunification with his or her family. In cases where no parents or other members
of the family can be found, the child shall be accordad the same protection as any
other child pearmanently or temporarily deprived of his or her family environment for
any reason, as set forth in the present Caonvention.

Article 23

1. States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should
enjoy afuli and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliancs,
and facilitate the child's active participation in the community.

2. States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and shalil
encourage and ansure the extansion, subject to available resourcas, to the eligible
child and those responsible for his or her care, of assistancae for which applicatisn is
made and which is appropriate to the child's condition and to the circumstances of
the parents or others caring for the child.

3.  Recognizing the special neads of a disabled child, assistance extended in
accordance with paragraph 2 shall be provided free of charge, whenaever possible,
taking into account the financial resources of the parents or others caring for the child,
and shall be designed to ensure that the disabled child has effective access to and
receives education, training, health care services, rehabilitation servicses, prepara-
tion for empicyment and recreation cpportunities in amanner conducive to the child's
achieving thae fuilest possible social integration and individual development, includ-
ing his or her cultural and spiritual development.

4. States Parties shall promote in the spirit of international co-operation the
exchange of approgriate information in the fleid of preventive heaith care and of
medical, psychological and functional treatment of disabled children, inciuding dis-
semination of and access to information concerning methods of rehabilitation
education and vocational servicas, with the aim of enabling States Pastias o improve
their capabilities and skills and 1o widen their experience in these areas. In this
regard, particular account shail be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Articie 24

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highast
attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of iliness and
rehabilitation of heaith. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived
ot his ar her right of access to such heaith care servicss. )

2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular,
shall take appropriate rneasures: .

(a) 1o diminish infant and child mortality,

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Refugee children

Special protection to be grantad to chil-
dren who are refugees or seeking refu-
gee status, and the State’s obligation to
cooperate withcompetent organizations
providing such protection and assis-
tance.

Handicapped children

The right of handicapped children to
special care, education and training
designed to help them to achieve great-
est possible seif-reliance and to lead a
fuill and active Ide in society.

Heaith and heaith sarvices

The right to the highest level of heaith
possible and to access to heatth and
medical services, with special emphasis
on primary and preventive heaith care,
public health education and the diminu-.
tion of infant mortality. The State’s obii-
gation to work towards the abolition of
harmful traditional practices. Emphasis
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(b) to ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to all
children with emphasis on the development of primary heaith care,

(c) to combat diseasa and malnutrition including within the framework of primary
heaith care, through inter alia the application of readily available technology and
through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking water, taking
into consideration the dangers and risks of environmaental poilution,

{(d) to ensure appropriate pre- and post-natal heaith care for mothaers,

(e} 1o ensure that all segmants of society, in particular parents and children, are
informed, have access to education and are supported inthe use of, basic knowledge
of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breast-feeding, hygiene and environ-
mental sanitation and the prevention of accidents,

{f) to devalop preventive health care, guidance for parents, and family planning
education and services.

3. States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view to
abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the heaith of children.

4.  States Parties undertake to promote and encourage intemational co-operation
with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recognizedin this

article. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing
countries.

Arnticle 25

States Parties recognize the right of a child who has been piacad by the competent
authorities for the purposes of care, protection, or treatment of his or her physical or
mental heaith, to a periodic review of the treatment provided to the child and all other
circumstancas relevant to his or her placement.

Article 26

1. States Parties shall recognize for every child the right to banefit from social
security, including social insurance, and shall take the necessary measures to
achieve tha full realization of this right in accordance with their national law.

2.  The benefits should, where appropriate, be granted taking into account the
resources and the circumstances of the child and persons having responsibility for
the maintenance of the child as well as any other consideration relevant to an
application for benefits made by or on behalf of the child.

Article 27

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate
for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

2.  The parant(s) orothers responsible {or the child have the primary responsibil-
ity to secure, within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living
necessary for the child's development.

3.  States Parties in accordance with national conditions and within their means
shalltake appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsibie for the child
to implemaent this right and shall in case of need provide material assistance and
support programmas, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing.

4.  Statas Parties shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovary of
maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial
responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad. In particular,
wt are the person having financial responsibility for the child lives in a State different
fre. 7 that of the child, States Parties shall promote the accession to intemational

agreements or the conclusion of such agraements as well as the making of other
(@ ~ropriate arrangements.
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Health and health services
(continued)

is laid on the need for internatio
coaperation to ensure this night.

Periodic review of placement

The right of children placed by the St:
for reasons of care, protection or tre.
ment to have all aspects of that plac
ment evaluated regularly.

Social security

The right of children to benefit frc
social security.

Standard of living

The right of children to benefit from
adequate standard of living, the prim
responsibility of parents to provide 1
and the State's duty to ensure that ;
responsibility is first fulfillable and 1
fulfilled, where necessary through
recovery of maintenance.
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Articie 31

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in

play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and 1o participate
freely in cultural life and the arts.

2.  States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child tofully participate
in cultural and artistic lfe and shail encourage the provision of appropriate and equal
opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.

Article 32

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic
exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous orto interfere
with the child's education, or to be harmiul to the child’s heaith or physical, mental,
spiritual, moral or social deveiopment.

2. States Parties shall take legisiative, administrative, sociai and educational
measures to ensure tha implementation of this article. To this end, and having regard

to the relevant provisions of other internationai instrumants, States Parties shall in
particular:

(@)

b)
and

(c) provide for appropriate panalties or other sanctions 1o ensure the effective
enforcement of this article.

provide for @ minimum age or minimum ages for admissions to employment;

provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of eamploymaent;

Article 33

States Parties shall take al! appropriate measures, inciuding legisiative, administra-
tive, social and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of
narcatic drugs and psychotropic substances as definad in the relevant international

treaties, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of
such substances.

Article 34

States Parties undertare to protect the child from ail forms of sexuai expioitation and

sexual abuse. Furthese purposaes States Parties shall in particular take all appropri-
ate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent:

(a)
®)
(c)

the inducemaent or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual activity;
the expiloitative use of children in prostitution or other uniawful sexual practicrs;
the exploitative use of children in parnographic perfermances and matsrials.
Article 35

States Parties shall take all appropriate naticnal, bilateral and multilateral measures

to prevent the abduction, the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any
form.

Article 36

States Parties shall pmtocf the child against all othar forms of exploitation prejudicial
to any aspects of the child's weifare.

3<

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Lelsure, recreation and cuitural
activities

The night of chiidren to leisure, play and
participation in cultural and artistic ac-
tivities.

Chiid labour

The State's obligation to protect chil-
dren from engaging in work that consti-
tutes a threat to their health, education
or development, to set minimum ages
for employmaent, and to regulate condi-
tions of employment.

Drug abuse

The child's nght to protection from the
use of narcotic-and psychotropic drugs
and from being involved in their produc-
tion or distribution.

Sexual exploitation

The child's right to protection from sex-
ual exploitation and abuse, including
prostitution and involvement in pornog-
raphy.

Saie, tratticking and abduction

The State's obligation to make every
effort to prevent the sale, trafficking and
abduction of children.

Other forms of exploitation

Tha child’s night to protection from all
other forms of exploitation not covered
in articles 32, 33, 34 and 35.
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Article 28

1. States Partias recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to
achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall,
in particular:

(a) make primary education compuisory and available iree to ail;

(b) encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, includ-
ing general and vocational education, make them availabie and accessible to avery
child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and
offering financial assistance in case of need;

(c) make higher education accassibie to all on the basis of capacity by every
appropriate means;

(d) make educational and vocational information and guidance available and
accessible to ali children;

(e) take measures to encourage regular attendance at schoois and the reduction
of drop-out rates.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school
discipline is adminisierad in @ mannar consistent with the child's human dignity and
in conformity with the present Convention.

3. States Parties shall promote and encourage international co-operation in
mattars relating to education, in particular with a view to contributing to the eiimination
of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the worid and facilitating access to scientific
and technical knowledge and modem teaching methods. In this regard, particular
account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Article 29
1.  States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:

(a) the development of the child's personality, talents and mental and physical
abilities to their fuliest potential;

(b) the development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
for the principies enshrined in the Charter of the United Naticns;

{c) the development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cuitural
idaentity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which the child
is living, the country from which he or she may originate, and for civilizations different
from his or her own; ' '

(d) the preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of
understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among ail
peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and parsons of indigenous origin;

(@) the development of respect for the natural environment.

2. Nopart of this article or articie 28 shall be construed sc as to interfere with the
liberty of individuals and bodias to establish and direct educational institutions,
subject always to the cbservance of the principles set forth in paragraph 1 of this
artizle and to the requirements that the education given in such institutions shail
conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.

Article 30

in those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or parsons of
indigenous crigin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shail
not be denied the right, in community with other members of his or hergroup, to enjoy
his or her own culture, to profess and practice his or her own religion, or to use his
@ rown languaga.

E 33

Unofficial summary of
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Education

The chiid’s right to education, and the
State’s duty to ensure that primary
education at least is made free and
compulsory. Administration of school
discipkne is to reflect the chikd’s human
dignity. Emphasis is laid on the need for
international cooperation o ensure this
right.

Aims of education

The State's recognition that education
should be directed at developing the
child's personality and talents, prepar-
ing the child for active life as an adult,
fostering respect for basic human rights
and developing respect for the child's
own cultural and national values and
those of others.

Children of minorities or
Indigenous populations

The right of children of minority commu-
nities and indigenous populations to
enfoy their own culture and to practice
their own religion and language.
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Article 37
States Parties shall ensure that:

{a) No child shall ba subjected to torture or other cruel, Inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without
possibility of release shail be imposaed for offences committed by persons below 18
yoars of age;

(b) No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The
arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and
shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period
of time;

{c) Every child deprived of liberty shail be treated with humanity and respectforthe
inherent dignity of the human person, and in a manner which takes into account the
needs of persons of their age. In particular evary child deprived of liberty shail be
saparatad from adults uniess it is considered in the child's best intarest not to do so
and shall have the right to maintain contact with his or her family through correspon-
dence and visits, save in exceptional circumstances;

{d) Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prampt access
to legal and cther appropriate assistance as well as the rigitt to challenge the legality
of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or cther compatent, independant
and impartial authority and to a prompt decision on any such action.

Article 38

1. States Parties undentake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of
international humanitarian law applicable to them in armed contflicts which are
relevant to the child.

2.  States Parties shalltake allfeasible measures to ensure that persons who have
not attained the age of 1S years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

3.  StatesParties shalil refrain from recruiting any persan who has not attained the
age of 15 years into their armed forces. In recruiting among thase persons who have
attained the age of 15 years but who have not attained the age of 18 years, States
Panies shall endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest.

4.  In accordance with their obligations under intemational humanitarian law to
protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, States Partles shalltake allfeasible
measures to ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an armed
conflict.

Article 39

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and psycho-
logical recovery and social re-integration of a child victim of: any form of neglect,
exploitation, or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment ar punishment; or armed conflicts. Such recovery and re-integration shall

take place in an environment which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the
child.

Articie 40

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child alleged as, accused of, or
recognized as having infringed the penallaw to be treated in a manner consistent with
the promotion of the child's sense of dignity and worth, which reinforces the child’s
respect for the human rights and fundamental t:~edoms of others and which takes
into account the child’s age and the desirability of promoting the child's re-integration
and the child's assuming a constructive role in society.

) 4
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Torture and deprivation of liberty

The prohibition of torture, crusl treat-
mentorpunishmemnt, capitalpunishment,
life imprisoncent, and uniawful arrestor
deprivation of iberty. The principles of
appropriste lreaiment, separation from
detsined aduits, contact with family and
access to legal and other assistance.

Armed conflicts

The pbiigation of States to respect and
ensure respect for humanitarian law as
it applies to children. The principle that
no child under 15 take a direct part in
hostilities or be recruited into the armed
forces, and that ail children affected by
armsed cunflict benefit from protection
and care.

Rehabillitative care

The State's obligation to ensure that
child viciims of amned conflicts, torture,
neglect, malitreatment or exploitation
receive approprate treatment for their
recovery and social re-integration,

Administration of juveniie justice

The right of children alleged or recog-
nized as having committed an offence to
respect for their human rights and, in
particular, to benefit from ajl aspects of
the dueprocess of law, inciuding legal or
other assistance in preparing and pre-




THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

2. To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of international
instruments, States Parties shall, in particular, ensure that:

(a) No child shall be alleged as, be accused of, or recognized as having infringed
the penal law by reason of acts or omissions which were not prohibited by national
or international law at the time they ware committed;

{b) Every child alleged as or accused of having infringed the penal law has at least
the following guarantees:

(i) to be presumad innocent until proven guilty according to law;

(i) tobeinformed promptly and directly of the charges against him or her, and
if appropriate through his or her parents or legal guardian, and to have

legal or ather appropriate assistance in the preparation and presentation
of his or her defence; *

(iii) to havethe matter determined without delay by a competent, independent
and impartial authority or judicial body in a fair hearing according to law,
in the presence of legal or other appropriate assistance and, unless it is
considered not to be in the bast interest of the child, in particular, taking

into account his or her age or situation, his or her parents or legal
guardians;

(iv) notto be compelied to give testimony or to confess guilt; to examine or
have examined adverse witnesses and to obtain the participation and ex-
amination of witnesses on his or her behalf under conditions of equality;

(v) if considered to hava infringed the penailaw, to have this decision and any
maeasures imposed in consequenca thereof reviewed by a higher compe-
tent, independent and impartial authority or judicial body according to law;

(vi) to havethe free assistance of an interprater if the child cannot understand
or speak the language used;

(vii) tohave hisor her privaéy fully respected at all stagss of the proceaedings.

3.  States Parties shall seek to promote the astablishment ot laws, procedures,
authorities and institutions specifically applicable to children alleged as, accused of,
or racognized as having infringed the penal law, and in particular:

(a) the establishment of a minimum age below which children shall be presumed
not to have the capacity to infringe the penal law;

(b) whenevar appropriate and desirable, measures for dealing with such children
without resorting to judicial proceedings, providing that human rights and legal
safeguards are fully respected.

4. A variety of dispositions, such as care, guidance and supaervision orders;
counsalling; probation; fostaer care; education and vocational training programmas
and other altemnatives to institutional care shall be available to ensure that children

are dealt with in a manner appropriate to their well-being and proportionate both to
their circumstances and the offence.

Article 41

Nothing in this Convention shall atfect any provisions that are more conducive to the
realizatior: of the rights of the child and that may be contained in:

(a) the law of a State Party; or

ket

{§' international law in forca for that State. ' 3 b
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Administration of juveniile [ustice
(continued)

senting their defence. The principle that
recourse o judicial proceedings and
institutional placements should be
avoided wherever possible and appro-
priate.

Respect for existing standards

Theprinciple that, if any standards setin
national law or other applicable interna-
tional instruments are higherthan those
of this Convention, it is the higher stan-
dard that applies.
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PART I

Article 42

States Parties undertake to make the principles and provisions of the Converition
widely known, by appropriate and active means, to adults and children alike.

Article 43

1. Forthe purpcsae of examining the progress made by States Parties in achieving
the realization of the cbligations undertaken in the present Corwention, there shall
be established a Committee on the Rights of the Child, which shall carry out the
functions hareinafter provided.

2. The Committee shall consist of 10 experts of high morai standing and
recognized competence inthe field cavered by this Convention. The members of the
Committes shall be elected by States Parties from among their nationals and shall
sarve intheir personal capacity, consideration being given to equitabie geographical
distribution as well as to the principal legal systems.

3. The members of the Committee shail be alected by secret balict from a list of
persons nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one-person
from among its own nationals.

4. Theinitial election to the Committes shall be held no later than six months after
the date ofthe entry into force of the present Convention and thereatter svery sacond
yoar. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of
the United Nations shalil address a ietter to Statas Parties inviting them to submit their
neminations within two months. The Secretary-Genaeral shall subsequently prepare
a list in alphabstical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating States Pariles
which have nominated thern, and shall submit it to the States Parties to the present
Convention.

5. The elactions shall ba held at meetings of States Parties convened by the
Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At those mestings, for which
twe-thirds of States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elacted to the
Committee shall be those who obtain the largast numbaer of votes and an absolute
majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.

6. The members of the Committee shail be elected for a term of four years. They
shallbe eligiblafor re-election if renominated. The term of five of the members slected
at the first alection shall expire at the ond of two years; immediately after the first

election the namaes of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of
the meeting,

7. 1 a member of the Committae dies or r-signs or deciares that for any other
cause he or she can na longer parform the Jduties of the Committes, the State-Party
which nominated the member shall appoint ancther expert from among its nationals
to serve for the remainder of the term, subject to the approval of the Committes.

8. The Committes shall establish its own rules of procedure.
9. The Committee shall elact its officers for a period of two years.

10. The maeatings of the Committee shall normaily be held at the United Nations
Headquarters or at any other convenient place as determined by the Committee. The
Committée shail normally meet annually. The duration of the meetings of the
Gommittee shall ba determined, and reviewed, it necassary, by a meating of the

States Parties to the prasent Convention, subject to the approval of the General
Assembly.
36

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

implsmentation and entry Into
force

The provisions of articles 42 - 54 notably
foresee:

(i) the State's obligation to make the
rights contained in this Convention widely
known to both aduits and children.

(li) the setting up of a Committae on
the Rights of the child composed of ten
oxperts, which will consider reports that
States Parties to the Convention are to
submi 'wo years after ratification and
overy five years thereafter. The Con-
vention enters into force—and the
Committee would therefore be set up—
once 20 countries have ratified 1.

(i) States Parties are to make their
reports widely available to the general
public.

(iv) The Committee may propose that
special studies be undertaken on spe-
cific issues relating to the rights of the
child, and may make its evaluations
known to each State Party concernad as
well as to the UN General Assembly.

(v) In order to Yoster the effective
implementation of the Convention and
foencourage intemational cooperatior:”,
the specialized agenciesofthe UN(such
as the ILO, WHO and UNESCO) and
UNICEF would be able to attend the
meetings of the Committee. Together
with any other body recognized as
“competent’, including NGOs in consul-
tative status with the UN and UN organs
such as the UNHCR, they can submit
pertinent information to the Committee
and be asked to advise on the optimal
implementation of the Convention,
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11.  The Secretary-General ofthe United Nations shall provide the necessary staft
and facilities for the effective performanca of the functions of the Committae under
the presant Conventicn.

12, With the approval of the Ganeral Assembly, the members of the Committee
established under the prasent Convention shall receive emolumaents from the United
Nations resources on such tetms and conditions as the Assembly may decide.

Article 44

1.  States Parties undertake to submit to the Committes, through the Secretaiy-
General of the United Nations, reports on the measurgs they have adopted which
give affect to the rights recognized herein and on the prograss made on the
enjoymant of those rights:

(a) within two years of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party
concerned,

(b) thereafter every five years.

2. Reports made undar this article shall indicate factors and difficulties, i any,
affecting the degree of fulfiment of the obligations under the present Convention.
Reports shall also contain sufficient information to provide the Committee with a

comprehaensive understanding of the implemaentation of the Convention In the
country concerned.

3. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to the
Committed@ need not in its subsequent reports submitted in accordance with
paragraph 1(b) repeat basic information previously provided.

4, The Committee may request from States Parties further intormation relavant
to the implementation of the Convention.

S.  The Committee shall submit to the General Assembily of the United Nations
through the Economic and Social Council, every two years, reports on its activities.

6.  States Parties shallmake their reports widely availableto the publicintheirown
countries.

Article 45

in order to fostar the effective implementation of the Convantion and to encourage
international co-oparation in the field covered by the Convention.

{a) The specialized agencies, UNICEF and other United Nations organs shall be
entitled to be represented at the consideration of the impiementation of such
provisions of the present Convention as fall within the scope of their mandate. The
Committee may invite the specialized agencies, UNICEF and other compaetent
bodies as it may consider appropriate to provide expaert advice on the implemantation
of tn@ Convention In areas falling within the scope of their raspactive mandates. The
Committee may invite the specialized agencies, UNICEF and other United Nations

organs to submit reports on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling
within the scope of thair activities.

(b) The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate, to the spacial-
ized agencies, UNICEF and other compatent bodies, any reparts from States Parties
that contain a request, or indicate a need, far tachnical advice or assistance along

with the Committee’s observations and suggestions, if any, on these requests or -
indications.

.\3

(c) the Commiitee may recommend to the General Assembly to request the

Secretary-Generalto undertake on its behalf studies on specific issues relating to the
Q 5 of the child.

E119
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(d) the Committee may make suggestions and general recommendations based
on information received pursuant 1o articles 44 and 45 of this Convention. Such
suggestions and genarai recommendations shall be transmitted to any State Party
concerned and reported to the General Asssmbly, togethar with comments, if any,
from States Parties.

PART ill

Article 46
The present Convention shall be open for signaturs by all States.

Article 47

The present Convantion is subject to ratification. instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 48

instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United

The prasent Convention shall remain open for accession by any State. The
‘ Nations.

Article 49

1. The present Convention shail enter into force on the thirtieth day following the
date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratilying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of the
twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Caonvention shail enter into force

on tha thirtieth day after the deposit by such State of its instrumant of ratification or
accession.

Article 50

1. Any State Party may propose an amendmant and file it with the Secratary-
Generaloftha United Nations. The Secretary-Genaral shall thereupan communicate
the proposed amendmaent to States Parties with a requestthat thay indicate whether
they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting
upon the proposals. In the event that within four months from the date of such
communication at ieast one-third of the States Parties favour such a conferences, the
Secretary-General shall convense the conferance under the auspicas of the United
Nations. Any amendmaent adopted by a majority of States Parties present and voting
atthe conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly of the United Nations
{for approval.

2. An amendmant adopted in accordance with paragraph (1) of this article shall
enter into force whaen it has been approved by the General Assembiy of the United
. Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of States Parties.

3. When an amendmaent enters into force, it shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted it, other States Parties still being bound by the

provisions of this Convention and any earlier amendments which they have ac-
cepted.
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Articie 51

1. The Secretary-Genaeral of the United Nations shall roceive and circulate to all
Statas the text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or accession.

2. Areservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present Conven-
tion shall not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to this etfect
addressed to the Secretary-Ganeral of the United Nations who shall then inform all
States. Such notification shall take effact on the date on which it is received by the
Secretary-General.

Article 52

A State Party may dencunca this Convention by writtan natification to the Secratary-
Generai of the United Nations. Denunciation becomes effective one year after the
date of recsipt of the notification by the Secretary-General.

Article 53

The Secretary-Genaral of the United Nations is designated as the depositary of the
present Convaention.

Articie 54

The ariginal of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shail be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

In witness thereof the undersigned plenipotentiaries, baing duly authorized thaereto
by their respective govemmoents, have signed the presant Conventian,

Done at this day of 198

This document Is distributed by Defence for Chlldren International
(DC!) and the United Nations Chlldren’s Fund (UNICEF).
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‘ Lesson 2

Handout #5 a

Right to Earliest Right to a Name Right to a Family
Disaster Relief and Nationality System

Right to Education Right to Health  Right to Protection

Care from Abuse
Right to Special Care Right to Right to
if Handicapped Recreation Protection from

Conscription if
Under 15 Years Old

Right to Peace Right to Adequate
Nutrition and
Shelter

ERIC
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Lesson 2
Handout #5b

Shane's family cannot
affort an apartment in
Los Angeles. They've been

sleeping in an abandoned car.

In Chad, 9 year old Fatima
stays at home to do chores
while her 10 year old brother,
Habib, goes to school.

After an earthquake in
Mexico City, Domingo,

8 yeavs old, was housed in
an emergency shelter.

1n the Soviet Union, Alexei,
Danya, and many of their
12 year old friends are on
soccetr teams.

Muhienda, a 10 year old deaf
girl in Uganda, has had no
opportunity to learn sign
language.

Taro and Miwa, a brother
and sister in Japan, have
received all immunizations
required to attend school.

A 4 year old, Chumpol, fias
a meal of rice three times
a day in Thailand.

Kirima is a 10 month old
Eskimo child who is
constantly carried and

and cuddled by members of
her family.

11
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Lesson 2
Handout #5c

Babies in Ghana receive two
names: one at birth in honor
of the spirit of the day, and,
in a naming ceremony a week
[ater, one of a distinguished
relative.

An orphan in a Cambodian
refugee camp, Phoukan, age
7, does not know if anyone
in her family is still alive.

Brett, 12, and Corey, 10,
brothers [iving in Belfast,
lreland, fear being shot or
bombed on the streets out—
side their apartment.

33

Marting, 11, and Klaus, 7,
notify police in Stockholm,
Sweden, after being
approached by a stranger
who wanted to give them a
ride.

When 12 year old Gan,

a Vietnamese, was adopted
by a Wiscnusin farm family,
they named him "George."

Thirteen year old Gerardo is
a foot soldier in a military
force in Guatemala.

R1IGHTS 70 SURVIVAL
R1GHTS TO DEVELOPMENT
R1GHTS TO PROTECTION
R1GHTS TO0 FREEDOM
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Handout #6
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Star Tribune

14A .

A big kiss for children

Next fall, children will get a big buss from politi-
cians. So what’s new? Plenty, or what could be.
THe occasion is the world summit for children,
billed as the largest gathering ever of world leaders
meeting for a single, common purpose. With kids
the.focus of attention, the summit could also be
the'‘greatest photo opportunity ever. But because
chikdren are at stake, it must be more. This meet-
ing could launch a new era in which old East-West
or North-South divisions are superseded by con-
sensus that the world’s little citizens deserve its big
citjzens’ best shot.

Scheduled for Sept. 29 and 30 under United Na-
nons auspices in New York, the summit agenda
will highlight the new U.N. Convention on the
Rights of the Child, now up for ratification by
individual countries. Expect heartfelt words abcut
its merits. But ratifying the convention will requife
national soul-searching. In addition to setting
mir'xi_mum standards for health and education, the
convention seeks to protect children from abuse
and exploitation at home, at work and during war.
That’s controversial for poor countries where child
labor is routine, and for warring countries where
chjldren are sometimes cannon fodder. It’s also
embarrassing for richer countries, such as the
United States, where infant mortality and child

Y
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Joel R. Kramer Executive Editor
Tim J. McGuire Managing Editor
Robert J. White Editorial Editor
Saturday /July 28/1990

poverty remain intractable problems.

World leaders need to acknowledge those prob-
lems in order to agree, individually and collective-
ly, to fix them. For maximum effect, that agree-
ment will need two key signatories: Presidents
Bush and Gorbachev. The two countries that fi-
nanced the Cold War must now agree that children
have first claim on their resources. Bush joined
other Western leaders at the recent summit in
Houston in expressing his interest in attending,
but has not made a commitment. Gorbachev also
has expressed interest, but made no commitment.

Neither leader should miss this political opportu-
nity. In this case, good politics can also produce
quick results. Experience has shown, for example,
that when national leaders personally stress the
importance of immunization, more parents partic-
ipate. UNICEF estimates that with a little more
money and a lot more political emphasis, in-
creased immunization, oral-rehydration therapy,
antibiotics and family planning could save 50
million of the 150 million children who will other-
wise die in the next decade. There’s no excuse for
not spending political capital to save those lives.
There is no better place to lay out that budget than
at the children’s surmmit.
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‘ iesson 2
Handout #7

Star Tribune

Established 1867

Roger Parkinson Publisher and President

Joel R. Kramer Executive Editor
Tim J. McGuire Managing Editor

Robert J. White Editorial Editor

184’

Friday/oétober 1271990

Pfesident Bush shouldn’t keep children waiting

When President Bush breezed in and out of the
world summit meeting for children last month, he
did more than miff other participants. He missed a
one-of-a-kind opportunity to put his country at the
head of the parade.

Bush uttered a few fine words on behalf of chil-’

dren, but left without signing the new U.N. Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child. Americans
should be ashamed that the convention went into
force Sept. 2 withou? the U.S. signature, that the
United States is not among the 126 countries that
have signed it and the 49 national legislatures that
have ratified it.

Why didn't the president sign this document, a
brilliant point of light for the world’s children?
Because a few right-wingers spotted an abortion
bogeyman in the convention’s protections and
others feared its ban on capital punishment for
crimes committed by children under 18. Neither
rbjection should rule out U.S. support for the
document.

The' abortion question came up several times
during the 10 years that the convention was in the
making. It was resolved by keeping abortion out of
tbe document. That was enough for abortion op-
ponents such as the Vatican and for abortion-
rights proponents such as Sweden, both of which

roa
NS

have signed it. That's not good enough for abor-
tion opponents in the United States, who want the
convention to extend rights to fetuses and who
oppose its family-planning component. What’s
good for children should be good enough for any
adult. And the convention is good for children.

The prohibition against capital punishment for
minors presents a legal dilemma for the United
States, where the Supreme Court has ruled such
punishment constitutional. But the United States
could file a reservation to that provision and
endorse the rest of the document. International
consensus against the death penalty for children
should at least prompt reassessment by states
where such punishment is legal.

That’s the point. The convention would force the
United States to confront its shortcomings; it
would elevate children’s welfare beyond muzzy
sentiment to legal responsibilities. That means
something in an era in which respect for interna-
tional law is growing, particularly since Iraqg’s
invasion of Kuwait.

The United States helped draft the convention;
Bush has had 10 months to review it. The House
and Senate¢ have asked Bush to submit the conven-
tion for ratification. There’s no excuse to keep
children waiting,.
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Lesson 2
Handout #8a
Name: Date:
Setting the Stage:
The infant that is born on earth
brings with it
the air of heaven
n its expressions,
in its smiles
even in its cry
You hear the melody of the heavens.
Hasrat Inayat Xhan

Qur Town, Thornton Wilder, 1936

Rebecca and George had readied themselves for bed and were
engaged in one of those child-to-child conversations that carry
great weight and wisdom:

Rebecca: George, is the moon shining on South America, Canada, and half the world?
George: Prob'bly is.

Rebecca: | never told you about that letter Jane Crofut got from her minister
when she was sick. He wrote Jane a letter and on the envelope the address

was like this; it said:

Jane Crofut; The Crofut Fairm; Grover's Corner; Sutton County; New Hampshire;
United States of America.

George: What's funny about that?

Rebecca: But listen, it's not finished. The Western Hemisphere, The Earth,

The Solar System, the Mind of God -- that's what it said on the envelope.
George: What do you know!

Bebecca: And the postman brought it just the same.

what you think was Thornton Wilder's message:

Notes from thoughts of your classmates:




Lesson 2
Handout #8b

Name: Date: _
Maya Angelou, January 15, the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King, 1987. Northrup Auditorium, University of Minnesota.
"l am a human being. Nothing that is human can be alien to me.”
This quote is attributed to Terence. In the encyclopedia you will
find after his name, 'Terentius Afir, 154 B.C."! He was not born
white. He was not born free and he became Rome's most popuiar
playwright. Now if you take his advice, decide not to separate
yourself from other humans, now this decision is a serious one.
It means if someone takes a Mack truck, runs over babies in the
street, commits the most heinous crime, you can never again say,
‘Oh, | could never do that!' Not if a human being did it. You must
rather say, 'l mean never to do that. | intend to use my energies
constructively rather than destructively.’” But is a human being
did it, | have within myself all the components to do that thing
and let me not separate myself from the human being.

If you do that for the negative, on the other hand, here's what

you get. If a human being paints a portrait, paints a great

painting, a Picasso, a Matisse, an Elizabeth Caitlin, a Mary Cassatt,
that seems to reach under your rib cage and lift you up, it means
you have within you the possibility of doing that thing. If a human
being write a piece of music, a Mozart, a John Louis, a Stevie
Wonder, if a human being writes it, you have within you.....

If a human being dares to love somebody and has the unmiti-

gated gall to accept love in return, it means you can do it.

That's what it means. That's hotl Now | know that's liberating!”

"Nothing that is human is alien to me." Write what it means to you,
in your own words,

Notes from thoughts of classmates:
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Lesson 2
Handout #8c

Name: Date:

"On Children", The Prophet. Kahlil Gibran
(As sung by Sweet Honey and the Rock)

Your children

Are not your children

They ave the sons and daughters
of life's longing for itself

They come through you

but they are not from you
Though they are with you

They belong not to you

You can give them your love
but not your thoughts

They have their own thoughts
They have their own thoughts.

Your can house their bodies
but not their souls

For their souls dwell in

a place of tomorow

Wwhich you cannot visit

not even in your dreams

Your can strive to be like them

but you cannot make them just [ike you
Strive to be [ike them

But you cannot make them just like you.

[¥sN
-3
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Lesson 2: Additional Resources

1. Baslc Facts About the United Natlons-A resource book that describes in summary form the
basic workings of the United Nations; Contact: United Nations Association-USA, 485 Fifth Avenus,
New York, NY, 100017-6104, 212-697-3232.

2. In the Child's Best Interest- A Primer (elementary level) on the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child, Third Edition, by Kay Castelle; Contact: Foster Parents Plan International, Defense for
Children Internationai-USA, 210 Forsyth St, New York, NY, 10002, 212-353-0951. (There are a
number of Defense for Children International sections in countries outside the USA: Call/write New
York Section for addresses)

3. Chlidren's Rights: Crisls and Chalienge- A Global Report (adults) on the Situation of Children
in View of the UN Convention on the Rights of Children; Contact: Defense for Children international-
USA ( see #2 address)

4. Come to the United Natlons, It's Your World (Poster)- The UN Secretariat Building in full
color with flags of various members; Contact: United Nations Publications, Sales Section, Room DC2-
853, Dept 701, New York, NY 10017, 212-963-8302 (North America, Latin America, Asia and the
Pacific); United Nations Publications, Sales Section, Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland,
(22)7-34-60-11 Ext Bookshop (Europe, Africa,Middle East).

5. Descriptive Map of the United Nations (Poster) - Color poster map of the world showing
member states, their population and area, as well as pinpointing locations of United Nations offices and
information cewnters around the world; Contact: United Nations Publications (see #4 address)

6. Human Rights Day (December 10)- Information on the history and current activities
commemorating the human rights documents; Contact: United Nations Department of Public
information, DC- 1061, United Nations, NY, 10017, 212-963-6862.

7. lssues Before the 45th General Assembiy of the United Natlons-An annual publication
giving up-to-date information on issues addressed by the UN General Assembly; Contact: UNA-USA
(see #1 address)

8. The Rights of the Child-A Human Rights Fact Sheet (booklet) on the history and
development of children's rights from 1948-1990; Contact: Centre for Human Rights, United Nations
Office at Geneva, 8-14 avenue de la Paix, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland; New York Office, Centre for
Human Rights, United Nations, New York, NY, 10017, USA.

9. In the Splrit of Peace- A multicultural curriculum (elementary) that introduces children's rights
issues through the experiences of children from diverse cultures; Contact: Defense for Children
international-USA (see #2 address).

10. State of the World's Chlldren-An annual report on the condition of children and the progress
of world-wide efforts to improve their quality of life; abbreviated form and full text available;
Contact: Any UNICEF office or Division of Information and Public Affairs, UNICEF House, 3 UN Plaza,
New York, NY, 100017, USA,

11. UN Charter Day (June 26)- Information on observance and activities; Contact: UN Information
Center, 1889 F Street NW, Washington DC 20006, 202-289-8670.
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12. United Natlons Chronlcle- Official magazine covering current UN activities; Contact:
Department of Public Information, United Nations {see # 6 address)

13. United Natlons Day (October 24)-Information on the commemoration and observance activities;
Contact: UNA-USA (see #1 address)

14. United Natlons System (organizational Chart) (Poster)- Wall poster in color, showing the main
UN bodies, agencies, committees and commissions; Contact: United Nations Publications (see #4
address)

15. Unlversal Declaration of Human RIghts (Poster)-The entire text of the declaration
presented on a pale biue background; Contact: United Nations Sales Section (see #4 address)

16. The Universal Declaratlon of Human Rights: An Adaptatlon for Children- A book for
children based on the 1948 document by Brazilian sociologist and children’s book author, Ruth Rocha;
Contact: United Nations Publication Services (see #4 address)

17. A Visit to the United Natlons (slides and script)-This presentation tells the history and
activities of the United Nations, using actual prints from UN locations. Contact: Joanne Dufour,
Alternate, UN Observer for the National Council for the Social Studies (NGO), 3406 SW Manning,
Seattle, WA, 98126

18. Understanding the United Natlons-A teaching module for grades 7-12 that introduces
students to the importance of the UN through 10 lesson plans that teachers can readily integrate into
existing courses. Contact: United Nations Association of Minesota, Mary Eileen Sorenson, 1929 S. 5th
St. Minneapolis, MN, 55454, 612-333-2824.




LESSON THREF.
The Life of Your infant Twin

The infant that is born on earth
brings with it the air of heaven.
In its expression, in its smiles,
even in its cry
you hear the melody of the heavens.
Hazrat Inayat Khan

Objectives:

Students will choose and research a country or culture in which their
infant child will live.

Based on country/culture specific information, students will prepare a
birth announcement and entries in the child's "baby book" or Childhood
Log.

Materials Needed:

Before introducing this lesson, the teacher may want to look at the
Linkage/Network section of Lesson 3: Resources. Allow time for
students to write/call and then get responses. Also can be used after
this lesson is completed.

Lesson 3, Handout #1: Homeland
Lesson 3, Handout #2a-c: Childhood Log
Lesson 3, Handout #3a-f: Naming

Set Induction:

-Have classmates share their assignment from the previous lesson.
Discuss content and student reaction to content. Move them from this
back to their inant twin.

-A tape of a baby crying, cooing, etc. would provide a positive auditory
background for the beginning of this lesson and would help re-focus the
students on the infant-twin.

-"Remember this child? Remember how you helped your body and mind
remember him/aer? To date, what rights can we be reasonably assured
that he/she has attained?" (Perhaps only the rights to love and
understanding and survival to the present. Love and understanding have
been given by students in the class by way of their attention and gifts.)
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-"What rights, at this very young age, could s/he already been given?"
(A name and nationality; some rights of development if s/he is being
fed, sheltered, clothed, and nurtured.)

-Our goal for this lesson is to select a country in which our infant twin
will live and learn enough about that country, and what the life of our
twin might be like within it, to prepare a way toc announce his or her
birth to the world.

Learning Sequence:
-"Let's begin with name and nationality. Which do you think should be
determined first?" Students will, hopefully, choose nationality

because nationality often influences appropriate choice of name.

-Teacher and/or students will decide how to determine which countries
will be studied by which students. Following this lesson you will find
a list of regions and countries within them from which students could
choose a homeland for their twin. The countries have been chosen
because, although there are abrogations of children's rights in all
nations, economics and/or politics and history have exacerbated the
needs of children in many of these countries. The study they will
undertake will gain relevance if they must struggle with denial of
rights to their infant twin. (See Lesson 3, Handout #1.) If class is
comfortable with cooperative grouping, a group could choose a country
from this list, with each student still having his or her own twin.

-Tell students that they will be finding further information about the
country and the child to begin to fill in his or her "paby book" or
childhood log. (See Lesson 3, Handout #2 a,b,c.) However, to begin
with, students will find adequate information about the country, and
therefore the child's life, to prepare a birth announcement that

includes the following information and any other information you would
like to include:

Child's name...and its meaning

Date and time of birth..if possible, state this information in

the language of the nation in which the child was born

Birth weight

City or village, ethnic group, nation, and continent of birth
Description of child...color of skin, hair, eyes

Wish or prediction for the child's future

) |
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-Before they begin, talk some about why parents announce the birth of
a child. How are they feeling when they do 30? For what reasons do
parents make a public announcement? In what ways do people respond
to birth announcements?

-Remind students that an announcement of birth need not look like one
we might find in this country. Are there ways other than a card sent in
the mail to announce a birth? How is it, might it be, done in the
country you are studying?

-Talk some about the importance of "name" and naming, and of first
names and last names. Perhaps share with them the names and naming
information that follows this lesson. (See Lesson 3, Handout #3 a-
f.) Encourage them, once their country has been identified, to attempt
to learn about the naming practices of that country before selecting a
name.

-In describing the child, they must know something about the ethnicity
of the country, or culture within a country, they are studying. Maya
Angelou tells a story about a conversation with a good friend, a
European American, who was trying to describe an African American.
Maya asked, "What color is she?" The friend replied, "Well, | don't
know, she is black." Maya commented that her friend, whom she had
known for so many years, regardless of their closeness, could not
describe the color of her (Maya's) skin. She had not been schooled in
poetry of skin color. Maya wrote a poem in response; a poem rich in
hues of coffee, blackberries, chocolates, caramel, mocha, honey, amber,
nutmeg, Brazil nuts, and other "delicious colors". After hearing this
story, students can brainstorm other colors of skin--wheat flour, rose
pink, light brown sugar, pe