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best in the world. Five bar graphs illustrate aspects of progress
toward the national goals. (SLD)

**ﬁ**ﬁ*****ﬁ*******ﬂ*ﬁ*ﬁ#*******ﬂﬁ*ﬂ****ﬂ**ﬂ******ﬂ*********ﬂﬂ*******ﬁ*

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

from the original document. ®
ﬁ*********#*******ﬁ***ﬂ******ﬂ*********ﬂ****************ﬁ**ﬁﬁ**********

b1d




S N HE N C S T S N R ST R A

"THE NATIONAL EDUCATICUCATIC

GOALS REPOR

- Building the Best

U.8. DEPANTMENT OF EDUCATION
Citxce of Educaliona) ResaCh and iImi‘ovement
ED OMAL RESQURCES INFORMATION

CENTER (ERIC}
documéni has baen repraduced 83
recvad rom lha Darson Of OfQénlshon
ohHginaling it
1 Mingr Changas haus bean mide to WNDMOre
rapreduclion guahly
-
2 Points of niaw or OPHAIGNS S1eted i hisdoce
manl do not necassarly faprasenl oMl
GER| posihon or pOICy

5
S
3
N



PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

Foreword

o National Educiiion Goals reman at the forefron of the movement to build a nation of
learners. In the past vear. the Presidency changed hands. as have over half the Governor-
ships in the four years since the Sducation Summut in Charlottesville, Virginia. These
changes serve to underscore the .antinuity, bipartisanship. and long-term nature of the
Nationzl Guals process.

Where vision and commitment count the most, however, is at the conumunity and
neighborhood levels. Only through an enduring partnership of families, educators, employ-
ers, and other dedicated cirizens can America's learning enterprise—our local schools—be
cransfarimed to help all out children reach their full potenual. Only then will we become a
naton of lifelong learners. And only then can we be confident of meeting the competition
in this global economy, assuring a high quality of life, and preserving our democratic system
and ideals.

This Summary Guide t~ ' third annual National Education Goals Report continues
our commitment to ler the £ mers 21 people know the results we are getting in education. In
it, we ot only present the tacrs ~. ut our performance plainly. but also offer tangible guid-
ance as to what each and every citizen can do to make the achievement of the National Edu-
cation Guals a reality-

Ower the past vear, the National Educarion Coals Panel has worked hard to bring the
Goals 23d the vision of high-performance learning for all to this nation’s communities. The
tidle of this Summary Guide, “Building the Best,” highlights that outreach and partnership
offorr. Atong with the full Nucional Guals Report. state and local goals, vision documents
and prozress teports, we hope this document will become a tool for continuous improvement.

Sincerely,

{Augus " August 1993)
National Education Goals Panel, and
Governor of Nehraska

Governors

Juhn R. McKeman, Jr.. Chane
A oust 1993 August 1994)
“Iartonad Education Goals Fnel, and
Guovernny at Mane

Evan avh,
Govemnr of fnduna

Teere B Branstad.
Guovernwr of [ow.a

Cartoll A Camphell,
Cavernor ol South Carolina

Arne H- Carlson,
LUiovernor of Minnesuta

John Engler.
Giovernor of Michitin

Rav Romer.
Ciavernor of Colotadu

Membars of
the Administration

Caral H. Rasco.
A.astant ta the Presudent
tor Domestic Policy

Richard W. Rilev.
Secrerary nt Educanion

Membaers of Congress

Jeff Bingaman.
U.S. Senalor
Srate of Now Mexicn

Thad Cochran.
LS. Senato
Srate ol Missisuppt
William Goodlioe,
LLS. Represeianive
State of Fennsvlvana

Iale Kildee.
U.S. Representauve
Srage of Michiean




The National
Education Goals:
How Are We Doing?

_ ieh school graduation dav has alwavs been wumething special in
. Amertca. [t is an end. a4 bFeamminge, a nme 1o celebrate. Like stamps
of approval, the diplomas careied home prondly tell our new graduates:
“You have met our expectations. ind vou are ready for whar comes
head. Your education butlds the foundanion toe i -uecesstul life. You

now have gamed the wols needed w tackle hutuee challenges.™
Sadlv, this message does not depict the whale

N Most students leave truthr. Instead of 2 high school diploma beine a
this system without svmbal af academie aclievement amd prepared-
ever being seriously ness for hife's challenges, we have allowed 1t to
challenged, without become. m atl too many cases, nothing more

. ever fully knowing rhan a certificate ot attendance — a sunple prece

what they are capable of paper that savs @ student showed up in school

. . for rwelve vears.
of learning and doing, “We™ means all of us. Educarors, {earners,

am.j W’thomhiwng parents, policvmakers, emplovers, and other
ga{ned the tools and communtry leaders allowed what was once an
skills they need to exemplary vducation svstem to stagnate and

' survive and prosper. decav, Most sidents feave this sestem without
ever beng seroushe challeneed, without ever
fully knowine what thev are capable o learmng and dome, and ~withou

s having gamed the tools and skifls they need tosurvive and prosper.
Onlv m the last tew vears have Amerncans come o understand the
disservice done o mdividuals and to sociery by vure low expectations.
For manv vears. erplovers and college othenals enticized the fow skills
and knowledge levels of high school eeaduates, Bur when internagional
qcademie assessments showed that Amernican students weee not measue-
my up to students m othee industoalized countries, it rocked the founda-

tons of busmesses and the education svstem,

Q

ERIC

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

b




~* THE NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS

By the year 2000:

. All chiidren in America will start school ready to fearn.

« The high school graduation rate will increase to atleast
90 percent.

. American students will leave grades 4,8, and 12 having
demonstrated competency in challenging subject maiter,
including English, mathematics, science, history, and
geography; and every school in America will ensure that all
students learn to use their minds well, so they may be
prepared for responsible citizenship, further learning, and
productive employment in our modern economy.

. American students will be the firstin the world in science
and mathematics achievement.

« Every adulft American will be jiterate and will possess the
knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a ginbal
economy and exercise the rights and responsibilities of
citizenship.

« Every school in America will be free of drugs and violence
and will offer a disciplined environment conducive to
learning.

In September 1989, an histonc turnaround bepan. The President
and the nation's Governors met in Charlottesville, Virginua, for an
anprecedented, bipartisan "Education Summit.” At that summit. they
lad the groundwork for the National Education Goals, a vision of the
educarion results toward which we should strive. Equally important.
thev developed a timetable for attaining the Giuals.

These Guals are a rallying cry that tocus attention on where we
<tand, how far we have come, and how far we have to go 1o guarantee
world-class education for all. The National Goals are neither a political
ploy nor a hollow promise. Indeed, they represent the educational cen-
terpicce of both the Bush and Clinton Administrations, and serve as a
nattonwide compact by which we can marshali our best efforts and mea-
sure ontr shortcomings and accomplishments.

O




A WAKE-UP CALL

The soberime facts about our status in meeting the National Goals
are o wake-up call o all Amencans. At no state in 2 learner's life —
betore tormal schooling, durme the school vears, or as adults — are we
Jomne as well as we ~hould be or as well as we can. The nation has fallen
behind its own expectations and behind rhe proaress of our giobal com-
peators. Far three years, we have wathered the most comprehensive and
reliable datn measuring onr performance on the six Natianal Goals. This
s the preture we have:

1. Almost half of American babies start life behind and
never have the support to catch up (Goal 1).

1

\Y‘e 5' 4.5%.

Are our preschoolers:

Born with one 1 more
sigruficant nisk factars
for further learning
and development?

‘mmumized by age 2 agamst | :
sagr childhood disedses? *Yes 37%

Read to daily?
{3- 10 S-year-olds}

Involved n reguiar
discussions about tamiby )
{ustory or ethnic he-tage’ Yes43% . . No 57%

13- to S-yeanr-olds)

0% 20% 4% 60% 80% 1%

An alarmung percentage of our mtants (45%) are born with an
appreciably higher nk of school fatlure because at one ormore health
frctors, sach as having mothers vho simoked or

Only 53% of drank alcohol dunng presnancy. Only 37% of
preschoulers are twi-vear-olds receive necessary immunizations
read to every day by aamst major childhood discases. Only 33% of
their parents. preschoolers are read to every day by therr par-

ents. Only half pariapate at least once » month
i commumity- of rehgious-sponsored evenes. and fewer than that (4 3%)
are repularty mnvolved i discussions akowt therr turly hustory or ethie
hentage, More than half ot alf ehildren trom poor tamnilies never attend

6
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preschool, and these children ace much fess likely than athers to have a
regular source of health care when sick.

Missing from the lives of so many intants and vour children are the
celationships simd acuvities thar stmulate what teachers helieve are the
qualities a culd most needs to he ready for school—curiosiey and an abil-
ity to commumntcate and et alone with others. When we consider that
intants born during the next veae will enter the first grade in the year
2000, we have a unjue oppartunicy to gve these babies the chance to
meet the fiest Navonal Goal—that all chuldeen start schoal eady to
learn. This 15 a dauntng but doable tsk.

2. During the years American children are in grades K-12,
most cannot understand and perform at levels that are
necessary for success in today’s world (Goals 3 and 4).

Have our students
mastered challenging
subject mafter in:

Reading? .
1Geade B) . No 72%

Mathematics? .
(Giade Bl No75%

0%  40%  60% 30%  100%

The most recent natonal assessmenis tell us that while students
hove maproved their mathematies pertormuney somewhat i the last two
vears, fewer than one i five 4th and 12th ataders
i ane i four 8th geaders undeesta. d complex Fewer than cne in five
mathenaties theory and problens, Simular find-  4th and 12th graders
Wngs apper 1 measurements of reading abvliy. and one in four 8th

', - i '| . - Al (1} (! - ‘: -
Why? As long as childeen hong homwe rea graders understand

complex mathematics
theory and problems.

wnably aceeptable erades and don’t get i trou-
hle, most parents are satistied with the educatien
wtem. But grades tell very litthe about whether
1 child is getring an acceptable education. ls the
wubjeet matter challenging and imporcant? Can children apply what
thev have learned? Is i celevamt to today’s warld?

ERI!
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International comparisons tell us :hat many of our children aten’t
learming as much as thev snould—not because they lack ability, but
because they have not been challenged or given opportunities to learn at
hivh levels. For example. while most Anerican | 3-yeat-olds are review-
g hasic anrhmetic concepts. nearly all Japanese pre-high school stu-
dents are taking advanced math classes. Onlv 35% of American students
graduate trom high school having completed courses in basic and inter-
mediate algebra and geometry. Onle 7% complete calculus.

Similarly, nearly a rhued of high school mathematics teachers have
1o degree in either mathematics or math education. And despite the
fact that three years ago the National Council of Teachers of Mathemat-
1es recomunended that all students should use computers and calculators

in class. only 20% of 8th uraders have computers i their classrooms and

only 36% use calculators regularly.

3. More than one in ten students fail to complete high
schoot (Goal 2).

r Do our adolescents:

Complete hugh school? EREHELE

i : [ i
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Even with a diploma, many young people face a difficult future.
Without it. their prospecets are dismal. Yet 12% of our adolescents fail o
complete high school.

In the past, the American cconomy could absorh mest high school
Today, inost lugh school dropouts "need not apply.” Except

Jropouts.
for the most mental labor, cmployets demand
Today's dropout will workers with high s_lulls or the ability to quickly
earn less than half the le:\rp them. Tndav:' s dropout will earn less than
amount of someone half the amount of someone who dropped out ot
school in 1973,
who dn‘?p ped vut of Among reasons for leaving school, past acad-
school in 1973, emic failure w stll a priunary reason given by all

voung people for dropping out. Older adoles-
cents also often cite the difficulties of jupeling employment and school-
work. The trulv trame statstic, though, 1~ the number of girls who leave
«chool because they are pregnant (about one out of every three female

&)
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dropouts). Tt 1s extremely difficult for voung inothers to return to and
complete high school—a factor that more often than not results in life-
lung dependency andfor low-paying jubs. This perpetuates the Jrop-out
wvele by negatively affecting the attitudes of these mothers' young chil-
Jren —the next penerinion-—toward schoal.

4, Today's schools are fult of barriers for those who want
to work hard (Goat 6}.

Do our students:

Always feel safe
at school?
{Grade 10}

Beheve that the nusbehavior
of others interferes with
then own learming?

(Grade 10}

. Y.G.S-53%

Report being otfared
diugs while at scapol?
(Grade 10)

No 82%

I
0% 20% 4% 60% 80% 100%

Too many sehools are not safe and conducive to learming. Some
have heeome war zanes, where munplay and violence are common. Ten
percent of 10th graders reported in 1992 that
thev had brouglit a weapon to school at least Ten percent of 10th
ance during the previous manth. Fifty percent graders reported in
report that they teel unsafe atschool. at least 1992 that they had
accastonally. Over half sav that the misbehavior brought & weapon to
of athers i class interteres with their own learmn-

school at feast once

during the previous
month.

ng.

A natronal effost to make schools and thewr
immediate neighborhoods drug-free began sever-
al years aga. But drugs are still widespread in
miny of aur schools. In 1992, nearly one m five 10th graders smd that
thev had been approached in school during the past year by someone try-
ing to sell or give chem illegal drugs.

We cannat expect students to learn under these conditions.
Schools can be orderly and safe places for learning only if parents and

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC
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commumities e them i naking sre tha tudenes feel secure on their
wav o and frons school and while they are on swchoal grounds. Students
are requiredd to attend school. Their safety and well-being ought to be
top pric.anes of edicators and pareis. and top prionines of their commu:
nnies s well

5. In a country in which a highly skilled workforce is critical
to the economy, many Americans have only mediocre
basic literacy. And even these average skills are
declining among young adults (Goal 5).

Can our adults perform
challenging literacy
tasks in:

Reading?

{rdotstanding dacurents?

Sanhmen.i? B L No AB8%

0% 0% 40% 60%  80% 100%

The United States s a hterate socrerv—an the basis of how hiteracy

was defined o century ago! Al ue csmall pereentage ot our population

can writte and read siple tasks. Fora long ame. however, much more
s been reyuired o be consdered hierne. and i recent vears, the defi-
nton ot hresaey has been ensed e a i A Jeeade avo a1 mechanic
could get by with basie skl atoalboxand 2 amplv wntten manual.
Todav. 4 mechanie needs 1 know statsneal avahty contral, understand
how to work with compurers, ad read nanudls wotten tor someone with
at least a1 200 wrade educaton.

Accordmi to miormation m this vear's Goals Report, most Aumeri-
Cans strll believe that they can read and write well. But most ot these
came people can only complete mmer hterey tasks. il even collene




Q
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praduates have only mediocre litemey <kills. More disturbing is the fact

that the literacy levels of voung adults have declined m the past seven

VCArs.

Arthe saine tine. busmesses need emplovees wich higher skills. The
Amertcan workplice, ke the education sestem. s undergoma a radical

reanstornitiion—hat busmesses are chineimng
more quickly than schools. Busimesses are select-
ing workers who have the education or have
Jdemonstrated skill lecels adeqguate for high-tech-
noloey workplaces and for solving problems.
Thev are investing there taming dollars m work-
ers who are better prepared to continuz their
education. Consequently, workers who know
and tnderstand more are much more likele o
have stable emplovient and eam more than
workers with lower levels of hteracy.

The changes tn the workplage have been so
profound and so rapid that many Amencans are

Today, a mechanic
needs to know
statistical quality
control, understand
haw to work with
computers, and read
manuals written

for someone with

at least a 12th grade
education. [

v mess Relol T T KL S st

1ot vet aware of them. For example, American workers are much less
kel than workers i Germany of Japan to believe that they should be
expected to suggest irnprovements m how to pertorm their jobs. Anda
37% majory of Amertcan workers believe that ther skills will be ade-
quate m the mmediate vears ahead—compared o onlv 13% of Japanse

warkers.
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Building the

Best Education System:
The Need for
Nationwide Standards

he Umted States is justihiably proud that 1t was the first modern

nation 10 caarntee all s cinzens aeces ta education, The responsi-
Filiey tor education was assutived by the stnes, not thie federal govern-
ent. States otten declared m their constitutions that all of their future
anzens should have a "tree and appropriate education,”

Owver time the states developed ways ot defining "appropriate educa-
Lo A hint they rehied heavily on *mput” measures such as the hones
wpent studying subjects and conrse credits. Later, some rough ineasures of

“output” or pertormanee were frequently added:

With: at high nUTIMUM Competeney cx;nnm;lfiuns. national
standards, we will :-t;mdnrdn:cn.] tests, and other indicators, s'uc_h as
not be able to rebuild scores on SATs and olh-cr college admissions
., . tests. Hawever, none of these measures really
America’s education tell the publhic what cluldren and young people
system—-thqyar e have learned. In fact, we have no way of telling
absolutely pivotal if whether our current “standards™ for learmnmg are
we are to thrive as lueh as they should be, because we have not
and prosper. clearly defined the resules we seek from our sys-
e The sinmoon s Like o runner beginnung a

face without knowme where the tmish line is.

Without hizh standards, we will nar be able to rebuild America’s
education system—they are absolntely prvotal if we are to chrive and
prosper. Texebooks and test scores have teen uwed as substitutes for stan-
dards, Fut these actally require litte of learners. Under our present sys-
tem, tew stadents face mtellectual challenges, are asked to exercise rea-
woning skills, or are empowered to be problem sulvers.

Q 10
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It is even more shametul that we do not provide a le*-=l playing field
for all students—expectations ditfer from state to state, burween the poor
and the more affluent, those whoe are mmonties. those headed for col-
lege. and those entenng the workforce immediatelv. Missing from our
education svstem 15 the expectation that all vouny people should learn
hallengmg matenial and demonstrate that they have the tools for
responsible citizenship and a productive tuture. Ohur svstem was simply
not desipned for that.

In response to this tundamental problem, the National Education
Goals Panel is working w develop voluntary nationwide standads that
challenge all learners and indicate levels ot accomplishment in major
academic subject arcas. The standards are - e b T
intended to provide rehable, pracuical bench- The Nationaf
marks for your communuties and schools. The  Education Goals Panel
(q]oals Panc! and u suon-to-be-created N(atinnal is working to develop
hducatum bmn:iurds ;md lmprm:‘cment (__Zuunul voluntary nationwide
\.T“ provide a e-cnl. ot n?pro\':lll and a {nr.m ot ctandards that
checks and balances to assure all Amencans thar challenge all learners
the standards are, mdeed. top-notch. But the .

Panel needs vour help. and ’ndm_ate !eve!_s of

Evervone mterested m providing students acc_omphshmept i
with the best education has a stake momple- maf‘_’racadem’c
menting the Guals and standards in thewr com- subject areas.
munities. To succeed as a naton, all of us—par- e
ents. educators. and other citizens—must use the standards as guides for
inproving their local schools.

The United States can and must have standarels as pood as, or hetter
than. those of any other ninoon. But we will use these stiindards n a
aniquely American wav—as a bluepnint. not a national curnculum—
1hat inspires “education architecrs™ in each community to desien better
wstetns of reachmg and learming.

BEST COF ( AVAILABLE
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What Can Parents
and Citizens Do To Help
Meet the National
Education Goals?

he National Goals process rightly calls us to “wake up” and embark

on a renewed education agenda from the earliest childhood years
through lifelong learning. Information pathered during the past few
venrs should convinee all of us that we need to get busy to rebuild our
education system to make it world-class.

The quality of schoaling atfects every Amercan, directly or indi-
rectly. Parents, of course, have a clear stke in seemg that the National
Goals are met. However, only about ane-tourth of today's households
include school-age children. Theretore, to depend largely upon parents
to achieve the Goals is not enough, We all have jobs to do, and we must
unite 45 a nation to carry them out—our future depends onit.

In order to “welcome every child” and nurture

high achievement in every young learner, all of us
must pull together, Consider what you can do.

As a Parent
Have | sought out proper prenatat care and taken care of myself and
my unborm chudd o that | will have a healchy baby!?

Have I taken my child for regular medical checkups and made sure
that he or she has had all immunzations?




Am b reading to my child every dav and makme <ure that there are
alwavs books around the home!

Do | ase it opporrunines o encourage my child’s language devetap-
ment, Ike telling tanuly stones, tkme ame o answer hisfher ques-
tons fally, or asking myv child to help me ar che store by namimg
items we buv!

Am | seteenme dav care facitities or prechaols carefully, thoroughly
checking our the prozrams o make sure that they are able o give
my child the nghe start?

Da [ have a habit of frequenr conracts with those taking care of my
child, such as volunteering for activities and attending parent-
teacher conferences? Dol think of myself as a tull partner in caring
tor my child? Do express my concerns (s well as praise} with day

care providees and other nnporeant adules who Jhare i caning for my
child?

As a Concerned Citizen

Do [ help agencies, care wivers, ind aroups work topether to provule
adequate heateh and other cardy childhood services tor chitdren in
my cammuniey!

Do | offer my spare tme o help uwell-baby clinies, children's
librarv programs, or other places tha serve vouna children?

Do | encourage myv phace of business o afer day care on-stie or to
suppart expanded dav care services in the commienuty!

Q
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When children enter the forma! education
system, usually by kindergarten, an African adage
becomes very real—"1t takes a whole village to
raise a child.”

As a Parent

i

p|

Am L in frequent contact with the school. so that | know what is
being asked of my child and of me!

Do | inake home a place to learn by a variety of activities such as
cooking with my child, making sure he or she understands home-
work assignments, involving my child in scparating recyclable items,
and creating art projects with home and outdoor supplies! Dot limit
my child's television viewing!

Do | look for and iake advantage of opportunities in my community
for my child to leam—museums, art galleries, concerts for children,
special events (most often free) to explore science or other sub-
jects—on a regular basis?

Can | recognize challenging teaching methods—those that use lots
of materials beyond textbooks, such as experiments and projects,
hands-on experiences. and opportunities o work in groups—and do
| encourage my child's school and teachers touse them!

Have 1 checked to be sure that my school has the resources it needs
for excellent instruction and expert wraming for teachers? Do | vol-
unteer my time to give teachers tme to learn new skills?

Have | asked school board. parent-teacher, or administrative leaders
about developing high standards for my schools? Are they keeping
me informed about what world-class expectations would be, and
how they apply to mv community!




Q
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a Concerned Citizen
Have | ever volunteered mv ame o help mentor or titor a srudent!?
Yo | sapport, through dunitions, ome.or my vare, progruns that

werve chuldren. trom local libraey exhibigs to betore- and after-school
Jav care!?

Do L offer help to students, such as career counsehing or supplemen-

tal scrence mstruction, through orgamzatons with which am aftili-
ated!?

Do | view the quality and results of the schools is my concern and
the whale commumiy's, and not just thar of parents ot school chil-
dren?

Do 1 seek o be mtormed about bow to improve the schools by
attending pubbic foruts, volunteening to serve on advisory commit-
tees. or offerng v knowledie to help educators understand and
Leepup wich the hields that thev are preparmit students to enter?

Do ask prmcpals, teachers, or other school adminiserators abourt
whut the barniers to berter education are {e.g., imadequate classroom
resources or uncauil access to advanced classes), and do | participate
mn finding soluticns!




Moving frorn school to work and further
education is a haphazard journey for many young
people and adults. This was never a major policy
issue—until we realized how important constant
learning had become.

As a Parent

Have | cheeked wath mv prmcipal 1o be sure that myv chuld’s hugh
~chool alters college-preparatory ¢lasses. at thae s what he or she
wanzs! Advanced placement conrses! Or speaific vocational and
ather courses that will help ensuce saccesstul entev into the waork-
torce!

D Linsast on v culd compieting high ~chool sothae those options
Iy open!

Do 1 ealk to the prmapal or zandanee comselors to be sure thac the
cotmaelnie services ac my cGullds aeh school are enconrgimg us
consider all the options avalable and o prepare for them?

Ity clald works while m high ~chool, Jdo T uasst tian he o she himie
work fnne so that asseoom learmimy sund participating i extracue-
nculiar activites are the poonty!

It my chuld chooses 1o specialize tea vocanonal area while in hugh
«hool. do T help plan s or her schedule o ensure that he o she
abso appreciates and takes important tradinonal academie courses as
well!

Do 1 hnow what mv child s expected to leam m cach chiss!? Dol

have aennanees from teachers and admsirators thar wha my
uld Tears betore eradianon will prepare hun ar hee tora very
compeniive workplace!

EFlave T asked the adimssions otfices of the colleges that my chald
interested w abone graduanon races?

Q

ERIC
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Asa Concerned Citizen

Do | chmk of mvselt as a learner, too? Do | read o range of materials
reenbarly, seek ont wavs to advance my <kills for carcerfjobs, and take
advantage of culrural resources?

11 uree my emplover to ofter (or support through community insti-

tnons) 1 vartety of educationfirammy resources, from improving
basic hiteracy skills to advanced tranmine!

Do I demand high standards from the mstitunons offering education
and tranung, such s using the most up-to-date technologies, keep-
ing track of therr resules, and makime <ure that they are "in sync”
with tuture skills Jemands within my communiry!?

Q

ERIC
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Q

ERIC
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A REMINDER . . .

¥ all have a stake in rebuilding our schools. And we all have a
choice on how to proceed. Children can either get by with an education
that places them at a disadvantage with their peers in other countrics, or
they can be challenged to become lifelong leamers prepared to succeed
in today's world. Qur schools can either continue to preduce too many
worke s whose low skills lower the standard of living for all of us, or we
can have schools that prepare workers to compete successfully ir an
increasingly complex, fast-paced and high-tech international market-
place.

This is an urgent but exciting time to be involved in the business of
building the American education system of the 21st Century. Irwasn't
easy to build a transcontinental railroad, send a man to the moon, ot win
the Cold War. But we did it. We need the same determination, and
sense of unity and purpose, to design a system of teaching and learning
that makes us proud.

The National Education Goals and high education standards will
help us prepare for crucial improvements in carly childhood, schooling,
and workplace environments. We now have a vision of an American
education system that rivals any other in the world. We simply need to
get to work to make it happen.

Someday, as diplomas are awarded to our young people, we will be
able to tell them confidently: “You are well on your way because you
have gradusted from the very best education system there is.” Join with
leaders and citizens in your community who are working to bring this day
closer. Together, we can accomplish rhe vital mission of educating
America.
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