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Commissioner’s Statement:

This is the third periodic report on the programs and plans of the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES). When the nation’s governors and the President established the six
national education goals 3 years ago, a special challenge emerged for NCES. That challenge is
to collect and analyze data that can accurately track the growth and change in our national
learning experience. As various groups voice their desires and concerns about our schools, NCES
continually seeks to define efficient and effective measures that can meet the demands for timely,
useful information and yet maintain high statistical standards. At the same time, the interest in
data about new topics nas not lessened the need for basic statistical information about educational
institutions and trends.

This report describes the Center’s current programs for meeting all these needs, its future
plans, and its major publications. In addition to updating the descriptions of our traditional
standard data collections, such as the Common Core of Data (CCD) and the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), this edition focuses on some of the Center’s new
and innovative work. In particular, we have highlighted the availability of many more of our
data sets, including the CCD and IPEDS data bases, in electronic, machine readable format,
especially on compact disk. Together with computerized packages that allow users to customize
their search requests, these new electronic data retrieval systems will greatly enhance user access
and cost efficiency. Meanwhile, the Center continues to move ahead in collecting detailed cross-
sectional and longitudinal studies of individual students, both in their school progress and in later
life experiences.

The contact people for each major study described are included. Should you have
questions, these staff members would be pleased to explain the information in more detail. 1
invite you to send us comments on how we can make future editions of this book even more
useful.

Emerson J. Elliott
Commissioner of Education Statistics
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NCES Statistics:

Who Uses Them and How They Are Disseminated

NCES, along with other components of the Office of Educational Research and
Improvement (OERI), has develuped an information program that provides the users of education
statistics with access to a wide range of data. Statistical information is provided through the
NCES publications program, the National Data Resource Center, the Education Information
Branch, and the Education Information Resources Division.

Education statistics are used for a number of purposes. Congress uses them to plan
federal education programs, to apportion federal funds among the states, and to serve the needs
of constituents. Federal agencies, such as the Departments of Defense, Labor, and Commerce
and the National Science Foundation, are concerned with the supply of trained manpower coming
out of our schools and colleges and also with the subjects that are being taught there. State and
local officials are concerned with problems of siaffing and financing public education.
Educational organizations, such as the American Council on Education and the National
Education Association, use the data for planning and research. The news media, such as national
television networks, national news magazines, and many of the nation’s leading daily newspapers
frequently use NCES statistics to inform the public about such matters as school and college
enrollment and expenditures per student. Business organizations use trend data on enroliments
and expenditures to forecast the demand for their products. The general public uses education
statistics to become more informed and to make intelligent decisions concerning the educational
issues of the day.

NCES issues approximately 100 publications each year. These documents include early
releases, bulletins, statistical reports, directories, and handbooks of standard terminology. Many
of these publications report the findings of specific surveys, but at least three—Digest of
Education Statistics, Projections of Education Statistics, and The Condition of Education—cover
the field of education statistics from a broad perspective. A more detailed description of these
publications appears in chapter 8.

The National Data Resource Center responds to requests for special statistical tabulations
and analyses of data files maintained by NCES. The Center is described in more detail in
chapter 2.

The Education Information Branch provides education statistics and research findings in
response to approximately 50,000 letters, telephone calls, and personal visits each year. Analyses
of these inquiries indicate that about 3 percent come from members of Congress and
congressional committees; 15 percent from government agencies, including federal, state and
local governments; 24 percent from educational institutions and organizations; 22 percent from
the news media; 25 percent from business firms and a variety of other private organizations; and
11 percent from the general public, including parents, teachers, students, and concerned citizens.
The inquiries range from simple requests for specific bits of information to more detailed
questions that frequently require special tabulations, analyses, or reports. The information




specialists in the Education Information Branch have a detailed knowledge of NCES data as well
as related statistics emanating from the Bureau of the Census, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bureau
of Economic Analysis, and a variety of other public and private agencies. In addition to
providing answers or referrals, Education Information Branch staff members can provide
assistance in ordering any of the OERI publications and computer data tapes.

The Education Information Resources Division operates an electronic bulletin board that
makes it possible for callers to receive statistical and research information electronically.
Through computer tapes, microfiche, and on-line computer facilities, the division provides a
wealth of information that is not available in published form. Detailed statistics on individual
school districts and colleges and universities, for example, are stored on computer tapes. These
tapes can be purchased, or special computer tabulations can be generated, upon request on a fee-
for-service basis.

For additional information:

Education Information Branch
Capitol Place Building, Suite 300
555 New Jersey Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20208-5641
Telephone number:

from anywhere in United States: 1-800-424-1616

from metropolitan Washington:  (202) 219-1513 or
(202) 219-1651
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1

Introduction

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) collects statistics on the condition
of education in the United States, analyzes and reports the meaning and significance of these
statistics, and assists states and local education agencies in improving their statistical systems.
NCES supports a wide range of activities. It provides policy-relevant data on issues such as
access of minorities to postsecondary education and the impact of enrollment changes on
institutions and the outcomes of education. NCES also provides current data on vocational
education, and it produces longitudinal data on various cohorts of students from elementary
through postsecondary education and into the work force.

The Center’s programs are directed toward:

1. Maintaining and analyzing the following major cross-sectional databases: at the
elementary-secondary level—the Common Core of Data, the Schools and Staffing
Survey, and the Private School Survey; and, at the postsecondary level—the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System, the Nationai Postsecondary Student Aid
Study, the Recent College Graduates Study, the Nationa! Survey of Postsecondary
Faculty, and the Survey of Earned Doctorates Awarded in the United States. In
addition, a new, wide-ranging study, the National Household Education Survey, was
conducted in 1991 with additional supplements planned for the future. It contains
information on all ievels of education from preschool to postsecondary. These data bases
are the principal sources for the Center’s most widely used publications—The Condition
of Education, Digest of Education Statistics, and Projections of Education Statistics.

2. Producing and analyzing data from the Center’s longitudinal studies: these include
the National Longitudinal Study of 1972, the High School and Beyond Study, and the
National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988 which began with cohorts in secondary
school. These studies address differences in siudent achievement, effects of financial aid
on access to postsecondary education, youth employment, high school dropouts, discipline
and order, and the quality of education in public and private schools. A new longitudinal
study, Beginning Postsecondary Studeni Longitudinal Study (BPS), has been initiated
and is the first attempt by NCES to produce longitudinal data beginning with students
first entering postsecondary education.  Another proposed longitudinal study,
Baccalaureate and Beyond, is being planned for implementation in 1993. It will follow
a cohort of students who are near graduation into the work force or further educational
endeavors.
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3. Coordinating the National Assessment of Educational Progress which assesses
academic achievement in a number of domains.

4. Administering surveys through the Fast Response Survey System and the
Postsecondary Education Quick Information System which provide data rapidly on
current policy issues.

5. Analyzing NCES data on vocational education.

6. Participating in international surveys of educational achievement and programs to
develop cross-national education data and indicators.

The organization of this publication is systematic. Each chapter contains a brief
introduction; a section on data uses; summaries of the various programs and plans; a list of
selected publications, tabulations, and data files; and a data collection calendar for that group of
programs. Most program descriptions contain a brief introduction, a design section in which a
blueprint of the program is described, a components section detailing what data are collected, and
a final section addressing issues of concern to policymakers and researchers.




2
Elementary and Secondary Education

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) program at the elementary and
secondary level provides information on the condition of public and private education. The basic
program includes national, state, and local data collection systems on public and private
elementary and secondary education. Important recent additions to the Center’s data collection
programs include the Schools and Staffing Survey and the National Household Education Survey.
Together with the Common Core of Data, and a number of other surveys, they supply a wealth
of information about elementary and secondary education in the Nation.

An important part of the elementary and secondary program is the publication of an
annual report titled Dropout Rates in the United States. Mandated by law, this publication
reports numbers of dropouts as well as retention and graduation rates to the appropriate
committees of Congress on the second Tuesday after Labor Day. The Current Population Survey
(conducted by the Bureau of the Census) is the primary source of data for this report.

Data Uses:

The statistics collected from state education agencies and from other special surveys are
used extensively by people outside of NCES. They are used for testimony before Congressional
committees, for planning in various federal executive departments, and for projects developed by
professional organizations. They are also used by state executive and legislative staffs, by state
and local education agencies, and by associations of local school systems. Other users are
colleges, universities, and other facilities that do education research; various businesses that sell
to educational institutions; and the media in reporting on educational issues and events.
Examples of data uses during this past year are reviewed below.

In 1992, federal, state, and local governments made numerous requests for data. For
example, a Congressman requested data on the characteristics of high schools in his state; a
federal agency requested data on numbers of teachers by school level and type; a major
newspaper requested data on the number of public school districts with only one school; state
governments requested data on high school dropouts and teacher attrition rates; and local
governments requested analyses of teacher demographics.

14
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The media also needed data on elementary and secondary education. A newspaper
requested analyses of first-time teachers in the U.S. A Canadian province requested data on the
number of hours/days teachers spend teaching per week, and numernus colleges and universities
requested copies of data tapes on NELS 8th grade cohort and SASS teacher files.

Other requests came from colleges and universities needing data on newly hired teachers
and analyses of rural schools; an education association requesting data and analyses on large
urban school districts; a foundation asking for figures on private school special education
students; and an individual researcher asking for specific information on high schcol geometry
students.




Surveys and Studies:

Common Core of Data:

The Common Core of Data (CCD) is the Center’s primary database on eiementary and
secondary public education in the United States. CCD is a ccmprehensive, annual, national
statistical database of all public elementary and secondary schools and school districts, which
contains data that are comparable across all states.

The objectives of the CCD are twofold: first, to provide an official listing of public
elementary and secondary schools and school districts in the nation, which can be used to select
samples for other NCES surveys. And second, to provide basic information and descriptive
statistics on public elementary and secondary schools and schooling in general.

DESIGN:

The CCD survey collects data about ail public elementary and secondary schools, all local
education agencies, and all state education agencies throughout the United States. CCD contains
three categories of informat.on: general descriptive information on schools and school districts;
data on students and staff; and fiscal data. The general descriptive information includes name,
address, phone number, and type of locale; the data on students and staff include demographic
characteristics; and the fiscal data cover revenues and current expenditures.

The CCD is made up of a set of five surveys sent to state education departments. Most
of the data are obtained from administrative records maintained by the state education agencies
(SEAs). Statistical information is collected annually from public elementary and secondary
schools (approximately 87,000) public school districts (approximately 16,000) and the 50 states,
the District of Columbia, and outlying areas. The SEAs compile CCD requested data into
prescribed formats and transmit the information to NCES.

COMPONENTS:

Public School Universe:

Information on all public elementary and secondary schools
in operation during a school year including school location
and type; enrollment by grade and student characteristics;
and the number of classroom teachers.
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Local Education Agency Universe:

Information for the universe of LEAs including phone
number; location and type of agency; current number of
students; and number of high school graduates and
completers in the previous year.

State Aggregate Non-Fiscal Report:

Information cn all students and staff aggregated to the
state level inciuding number of students by grade level;
full-time equivalent staff by major employment category;
and high school graduates and completers in the previous
year.

State Aggregate Fiscal Report:

Detailed data aggregated to the state level including
average daily attendance; school district revenues by
source(local, state, federal); and expenditures by function
(instruction, support services, and non-instruction) and
subfunction (school administration, etc).

School District Fiscal Data:
Detailed data by school district, including revenues by

source and expenditures by function and subfunction, and
enrollment.




POLICY AND RESEARCH [SSUES:

The five data sets within CCD can be used separately or in conjunction with one another
to provide information on many topics of interest. Examples of CCD data that could be used to
address important education issues are: a) size of school and pupil/teacher ratio; b) size of school
district and region of the country; c) locale of school and racial/ethnic composition for selected
states; d) racial/ethnic composition and pupil/teacher ratio for selected states; e) locale of school
and percent of free-lunch eligible students for selected states; f) grade level and pupil/teacher
ratio, g) size of school district and number of special education students; h) graduates; and i)
state share of expenditure for education and expenditure per pupil.

Further information on CCD may be obtained from:

Local Education Agency Universe, Public School Universe, and State Aggregate Non-fiscal
Report

John Sietsema

Elementary and Secondary Education Statistics Division
National Center for Education Statistics

555 New Jersey Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20208-5651

Telephone number (202) 219-1335

State Aggregate Fiscal Report and School District Fiscal Data

William Fowler

Elementary and Secondary Education Statistics Division
National Center for Education Statistics

555 New Jersey Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20208-5651

Telephone number (202) 219-1921

18
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Schools and Staffing Survey:

School work force and teacher supply and demand information is fundamental to
America’s public and private schools. Yet, until 1983, there was a lack of data on characteristics
of teachers and administrators and their work places. The Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS)
was designed to meet this need. It is a comprehensive public and private education database that
combines and expands other surveys NCES has conducted in the past. SASS was conducted in
the 1987-88 school year, again in 1990-91, and will be conducted at 3-year intervals hereafter.
In addition, one year after each SASS, a subsample of SASS teachers is selected for the SASS
Teacher Followup Survey (see description elsewhere in this chapter).

DESIGN:

Schools are the primary sampling unit for SASS, and a sample of teachers is selected in
each school. Public school districts are included in the sample when one or more of their schools
is selected. The 1990-91 SASS, like the 1987-88 SASS, drew a stratified probability sample of
approximately 12,800 schools (9,300 public and 3,500 private), 65,000 teachers (52,00C public
and 13,000 private), and 5,600 public schocl districts. The survey is conducted by mail with
telephone followup.

The 1990-91 public school sample was selected from the Common Core of Data public
school universe list maintained by NCES. All public schools in the file were stratified by the
50 states and the District of Columbia, and then by three grade levels (elementary, secondary,
and combined). A special sample of schools serving large numbers of American Indian or
Alaskan Native students was also drawn to provide national estimates of their schools, teachers,
and principals.

The private school sample was selected in 1990-91 from the NCES 1989-90 private school
universe file which consisted of a list frame of schools and a geographic area frame designed to
improve coverage of schools. All private schools on the universe file were stratified by the four
census regions, and within each region, schools were further stratified by three grade levels
(elemeniary, secondary, and combined), and by 18 types of religious affiliation as well as those
not affiliated.

The SASS sample has been designed to support the following types of estimates and
comparisons: national and state estimates for public schools and teachers; estimates for private
schools and teachers at the national level and for selected groupings; national comparisons of
elementary, secondary, and combined schools and teachers.
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COMPONENTS:

Teacher Demand and Shortage Questionnaire:

School Questionnaire:

Survey of public school districts and private schools on
aggregate demand for teachers (new and continuing);
measures of teacher shortage; district and school policies on
teacher salaries, compensation, retirement, hiring, and other
factors affecting supply and demand for teachers.

Survey of public and private schools about school
programs, policies, and conditions; student characteristics;
staffing patterns and teacher turnover.

School Administrator Questionnaire:

Teacher Questionnaire:

Survey of public schoc! piincipals and private school heads
about their demographic characteristics and qualifications
and their perceptions of school climate and conditions.

Survey of public and private school teachers about
demographic characteristics; teacher preparation and
qualifications; career history and plans; teaching
assignments; working conditions; and perceptions of school
environment and the teaching profession.

20




Teacher Followup Survey:

See separate description elsewhere in this chapter.

POLICY AND RESEARCH I¢ UES:

The data from the SASS survey have been used by Congress, the Department of
Education and other federal agencies, state education agencies, private and other educational
associations, and the education research community for the following purposes:

First, to assess components of teacher supply and demand, shortages, and turnover
in specific teaching fields; methods of covering unfilled vacancies, and policics,
practices, and circumstances influencing supply and demand conditions.

Second, to monitor school conditions and programs, including basic descriptors
of schools, enrollments, organization, curriculum, student programs and services,
staffing, student characteristics, school climate, and teacher workplace conditions.

Third, to profile the teacher work force, including demographic characteristics,
academic background, qualifications to teach in fields of assignment, workload,
career histories and plans, compensation, and perceptions of the teaching
profession and of the workplace.

Fourth, to profile the principal work force, including demographic characteristics,
academic background, qualifications, and training for administration, and to assess
school climate and decisionmaking.

Further information on SASS may be obtained from:

Dan Kasprzyk

Elementary and Secondary Education Statistics Division
National Center for Education Statistics

555 New Jersey Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20208-5651

Telephone number (202) 219-1588

10
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SASS Teacher Followup Survey:

Another component of the Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS) is the Teacher Followup
Survey (TFS). It is treated separately here because it consists of a subsample of SASS and is
implemented one year after SASS. The survey identifies and collects national-level data from
public and private school teachers who have remained in the same school as the previous year,
as well as those who have changed schools, and those who have left the teaching profession.
These data are used to provide information about teacher attrition and retention in the public and
private schools and to project teacher demand.

DESIGN:

Two questionnaires comprise the TFS: a) the Teacher Followup Survey Questionnaire
for Former Teachers; and b) the Teacher Followup Survey Questionnaire for Continuing Teachers
(those who remained in the same school as well as those who moved to another school). These
questionnaires ask teachers about their current status, occupational changes and plans, reasons
for staying in (or leaving) teaching, and attitudes about the teaching profession.

The TFS was first conducted in the 1988-89 school year with a sample from the 1987-88
SASS of about 2,500 teachers who had left teaching and 5,000 who were still in teaching. The
Center next collected teacher followup data during the school year 1991-92. Future followups
will be 1 year after the administration of SASS, which is conducted every 3 years.

The TFS provides information on the characteristics of those who leave teaching, their
reasons for leaving, and their current occupational status. For those persons who remain in
teaching, information is gathered on their career paths. Comparisons can be made among
"leavers," "stayers," and "movers" (i.e., those teachers who remain in teaching but move to
another school). Sampled teachers can be linked to the SASS data to determine relationships
between local district and school policies/practices, teacher characteristics, and teacher attrition
and retention.

11




COMPONENTS:

Questionnaire for Former Teachers:

Primary occupational status; type of business; primary
activity; full-time, part-time; time planning to spend in
current job; new eamed degrees, by type and field; plans
for returning to teaching; reasons for leaving teaching;
possible areas of dissatisfaction; salary; and changes in
marital and family status or income.

Questionnaire for Continuing Teachers:

PoLICY AND RESEARCH [SSUES:

Primary occupational status (full-time, part-time); primary
teaching assignment, by field; teaching certificate; level of
students taught; school community type; reasons for leaving
previous school; possible areas of dissatisfaction; new
degrees earned or pursued; expected duration in teaching;
level of satisfaction; marital status; number of children;
academic year base salary; combined family income.

The TFS can be used to address a number of issues related to teacher turnover, shortages,
and availability of an adequate supply of qualified teaching personnel. Leavers, movers, and
stayers will be profiled and compared in terms of teaching qualifications, working conditions,
attitudes toward teaching, salaries, benefits and other incentives and disincentives for remaining
in or leaving the teaching profession.

Further information on TFS may be obtained from:

Sharon A. Bobbitt

Elementary and Secondary Education Statistics Division
555 New Jersey Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20208-5651

Telephone number (202) 219-1461

12
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Private School Survey:

With increasing concern about alternatives in education, the interest and need for data on
private education has also increased. NCES has made the collection of data on private
elementary and secondary schools, which is comparable the Common Core of Data universe
survey for public schools, a priority.

The purposes of this data collection activity are; a) to build an accurate and compiete list
of private schools to serve as a sampling frame for NCES surveys of private schools; and b) to
generate data on the total number of private schools, teachers, and students in the universe (the
next survey will be in 1993-94) and every 2 years thereafter.

DESIGN:

The target population for the universe survey consists of all private schools in the United
States that meet NCES criteria of a school. The survey universe is composed of schools from
a variety of sources. The main source is a list frame, initially developed for the 1989-90 Private
School Survey. This frame is based on a commercial list purchased from Quality Education Data
(QED), Inc. The list is updated periodically by matching it with lists provided by nationwide
private school associations, state departments of education, and other national guides and sources
which list private schools. The other sources are area frame searches conducted by the Bureau
of the Census.

COMPONENTS:

1991-92 Private
School Survey:

Religious orientation; level of school; size of school; length
of school year, length of school day; total enroliment (K -
12); number of high school graduates; number of teachers
employed; schools operated in private homes; year school
began operating; program emphasis.
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PoLICY AND RESEARCH ISSUES:

The Private School Survey produces data similar to that of the NCES Common Core of
Data (CCD) for the public schools. The data will be useful for a variety of policy- and research-
relevant issues, such as the growth of religiously-affiliated schools, the number of private high
school graduates, the length of the school year for various private schools, and the number of
private school students and teachers.

For more information on the Private School Survey contact:

Dan Kasprzyk

Elementary and Secondary Education Statistics Division
National Center for Education Statistics

555 New Jersey Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20208-5651

Telephone number (202) 219-1588
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National Household Education Survey:

‘The National Household Education Survey (NHES) is the first major attempt by NCES
to collect education data from a household survey. Historically, NCES has collected data from
teachers, students, and schools through school-based surveys and from administrative records data
through surveys of school districts and state education agencies. The NHES has the potential to
address many issues in education that have not been addressed previously by NCES data
collection activities. The NHES was field tested in 1989; and the first full-scale NHES was
conducted in 1991. Plans call for an annual collection beginning in 1993. Topical compcnents
will be repeated on a 3-to 4-year cycle so that educational activities can be monitored over time.

DESIGN:

The NHES is designed as a mechanism for collecting detailed information on educational
issues from a relatively large and targeted sample of households in a timely fashion. Data for
the NHES are collected through telephone interviews, a relatively new approach for gathering
data related to education issues. The NHES uses Random Digit Dialing (RDD) to select
households and Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) to collect information from
household members. The sample for the NHES is drawn from the non-institutionalized civilian
population in househoids having a telephone in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.

In each NHES, between 60,000 and 75,000 houscholds are screened to identify persons
eligible for one of the topical components. Generally, each collection covers two topical
components, and between 12,000 and 15,000 interviews are obtained for each component.

During the spring of 1991, NCES fieldled an NHES on early childhood program
participation. Approximately 60,000 households were screened to identify a sample of about
14,000 children 3 to 8 years old. The parents of these children were interviewed in order to
collect information about their children’s educational activities and the role of the family in
children’s learning. At the same time, an adult education component was fielded (see separate
description in chapter 3). Adult household members were sampled and questioned about their
participation in adult education.

The two topical components planned for the spring of 1993 are early childhood/school
readiness and school safety and discipline. In the school readiness component, parents of
children 3 to 7 years old will be asked about their children’s experiences in early childhood
programs, developmental level, school adjustment and related problems, early primary school
experiences, general health and nutrition status, home activities, and family characteristics
including stability and economic risk factors. In the school safety and discipline component,
parents of children in grades 3 through 12 will be interviewed about their children’s school
environment, exposure to criminal behavior in the school, school discipline policy and
alcohol/drug education provided by the school. A sample of students in grades 6 through 12 will
also be interviewed on the same topics.
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COMPONENTS:

Early Childhood: Program Participation Component (NHES: 91)
Household members; household characteristics; educational

participation and attainment; early childhood education;
detailed demographic characteristics.

Adult Education Component (NHES: 91)
See separate description in chapter 3.

Early Childhood: School Readiness Component (NHES: 93)
Household members; household characteristics
developmental profile; participation in center-based
programs; school adjustment and teacher feedback; school
enrollment; home activities; health and nutrition; detailed
demographic characteristics.

School Safety and Discipline Component (NHES: 93)
School characteristics; school environment; safety at school;

school discipline policy; alcohol/drug education; detailed
demographic characteristics.
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POLICY AND RESEARCH ISSUES:

The NHES is expected to provide data on a wide range of current education issues.
Among the topics that may be addressed through the survey are: early childhood education;
school-aged children’s participation in before- and after-school programs; access and plans to
finance postsecondary education; adult and continuing education; family support for and parental
involvement in education; school safety and discipline; citizenship; grade retention; extra-school
learning; and home-based education.

For further information on NHES contact:

Kathryn A. Chandler

Elementary and Secoadary Education Statistics Division
National Center for Education Statistics

555 New Jersey Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20208-5651

Telephone number (202) 219-1767
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Fast Response Survey System:

The Fast Response Survey System (FRSS) was established in 1975 to collect issue-
oriented data quickly and with minimum response burden. FRSS was designed to meet the data
needs of Department of Education analysts, planners, and decisionmakers when information could
not be collected quickly through traditional NCES surveys.

The data collected through FRSS are representative at the national level, drawing from
a universe that is appropriate for the study. FRSS criiects data from state education agencies -nd
national samples of other educational sectors, including:

* Local education agencies;

* Public and private elementary and secondary schools;

* Institutions of higher education;

* Noncollegiate postsecondary schools with occupational programs;
* Public school teachers;

* Public library systems; and

* Adult literacy programs.

In order to present high quality data in a timely fashion, FRSS provides the following
services: research on the survey topic and instrument design; pretest of the survey instrument;
quality control of the survey data; national estimates within 1 year of survey mail-out; response
rates of 90 percent or higher; tabulations and other analysis of data; and preparation and
dissemination of survey reports. FRSS now has the capability of conducting brief surveys of
households using Random Digit Dialing (RDD) telephone techniques.

Current FRSS Activities:
National Assessment of Vocational Education (NAVE)

This survey, a part of the NAVE as mandated in the Perkins
Act (P.L. 101-392), is designed to provide descriptive
information on vocational education and academic courses
in public secondary schools. It requests information on
teachers’ educational and professional backgrounds, class
activities, and student assessments. The survey was mailed
to public secondary school teachers in October 1992. A
report will be disseminated in August 1993.
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Kindergarten Teacher Survey on Student Readiness

This survey of public school kindergarten teachers is being conducted to provide data to
the National Education Goals Panel in responding to Goal One: "By the year 2000, all American
children will start school ready to learn." As part of a national early childhood assessment
system for Goal One, this survey will obtain information on kindergarten teachers’ views of
children’s readiness and on the teacher’s classroom practices. The survey was conducted in
February 1993 and the results will be available in October 1993.

A View of Public School Teachers’ Performance Evaluations

This survey, being conducted for the Office of Research through the Center for Research
on Educational Accountability and Teacher Evaluation (CREATE), is part of the Department’s
efforts to improve measurement criteria, instruments and procedures used for evaluating the
performance of teachers. Information gathered through this survey will be from the public
elementary school teachers’ perspectives on the issues. 