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ABSTRACT

The goal of this paper is to relate liberation and
the teaching of thinking. By looking at the great liberators
throughout history, teachers can learn about their own craft. The
goal of teaching thinking ought to be to develop individuals who can
think for themselves. Such people have some measure of control over
the meaning they make of their experiences and of the ways in which
they structure their lives. They are thus empowered and liberated.
Constructivism is one approach that presents some interesting
challenges to education. The approach represents an understanding of
the human condition that places primary emphasis on the independence
of each person's interpretation of his or her own experience. A
method proposed for approaching such a goal is to engage students in
active thinking through some form of dialogue. Stimulating a sense of
power and control in one's students necessarily involves giving up
some forms of power teachers have traditionally held. Among these is
the power to determine the validity of the conclusions reached by
students. For the teacher of thinking the most difficult task is to
learn how to trust one's own students. (LL)
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