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I. Introduction
ERIC Digests are:

— short reports (1000-1500 words on one or two pages) on topics of prime current interest in education

— targeted specifically for teachers, administrators, policymakers, and other practitioners, but generally useful to
the broad educational community.

— designed to provide an overview of information on a given topic, plus references to items providing more
detailed information

— produced by the 16 subject-specialized ERIC Clearinghouses, and reviewed by experts and conten: specialists
in the field

— funded by the Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI), of the U.S. Department of Education
— available in original printed form directly from the producing Clearinghouses (ask to be placed on their mailing

lists— ERIC Ready Reference #6 lisis the Clearinghouses, together with full addresses, telephone numbers, and
brief scope notes describing the areas they cover)

Although there were precursors in 1981-1983, historically ERIC Digests began to emerge seriously
in 1984 as one of the most desirable and popular publication products of the ERIC Clearinghouses. In the early
period, thers had been several names in vogue for the brief two-page documents that users were beginning to ask
for in such quantities, e.g. “Short Reports”, “Fact Sheets”, “Q&A”, “Summaries”, etc. In order to avoid confusion,
the ERIC components finally agreed to use the standard designation “Digest” for these 1-2 page documents.

Initially, Digests were not entered into the ERIC database because it was not the usual practice to
select such brief one-page documsants for the database. However, the popularity of Digests quickly led to an
exception being made in their case. Today, all ERIC Digests are routinely entered into the ERIC database and their
full text collected for the ERIC Digests Online (EDO) file. Before such processing became routine, however, there
were 166 Digests produced in the early vears which had time to become dated or obsolete and which, therefore, have
not been retrospectively added to the database. These Digests are listed in Ready Reference #10 (without ED
numbers), but do not have resumes in the ERIC database, do not have ED accession numbers, and do not appear in
this bibliography. Eighteen (18) Digests that were in process at the time this publication was completed are
identified in Ready Reference #10 by their Clearinghouse Accession Number. These items will eventually be
assigned ED numbers, but resumes for them did not yet exist at press time.

This bibliography contains resumes for all Digests entered into the ERIC database through the March
1993 issue of Resources in Education (RIE), a total of 1,321 Digests. A statistical summary following this
Introduction provides data on ERIC Digests by Clearinghouse and by y i of announcement. The Digest resumes
are sorted in descending order by ED number, thereby placing the most recent items first 1d the oldest last.
Approximately 160 new Digests are now produced each year by the ERIC Clearinghouses.

Ready Reference #9 provides a description of what Digests are and the availability of Digest full-text
via various online and CD-ROM retrieval systems. Ready Reference #10, which is periodically updated, provides
a primary alphabetic list of Digest titles and a secondary list of these same titles arranged by Clearinghouse.

The last attachment is a list of 1,062 Digests (70% of total) whose iuil text is available online and
via CD-ROM systems.
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II. STATISTICAL SUMMARY

ERIC Digests in the ERIC database (announcad in RIE, with ED#, and resumes 1.321

in this bibilography)*
165
ERIC Digests notin the ERIC database (out-of-date or obsolets; no ED#)

18
ERIC Digests in process at prass time (with CH#; will receive ED#)

1,504
Total Digests Published through RIEMARS3
*10 appear only in the collection ED 209 407; 5 appsar only in ED 252 683
’l
Year of Digests Announced
Ciearinghouse | Digests Pubiished Announcement in RIE
Prefix by Clearinghouse in RIE During Year
CE 135 1981 1
cG 104 1982 1
cs 91 1983 15
EA 79 1984 45
EC 165 1985 88
FL 105 1986 126
HE 1987 118
] 1988 162
Jc 1989 142
PS 1990 229
RC 1991 162
SE 1992 173
o] 1993 (March) _43
SP
™ Total
ub Digests
Announced: 1,321
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ED 351 426 UD 028 957

Ascher. Carol

Successfal Detracking in Middle and Senior High
Schools. ERIC/CUE Digest, Number 82.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education, New
York, N.Y.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-UD-92-5; ISSN-0889-8049

Pub Date—Oct 92

Contract—R188062013

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban
Educatior;, Teachers College, Box 40, Columbia
University, New York, NY 10027 (free).

Pub Type— ERIC :information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Academic -Achievement, *Educa-
tional Change, Educational Discrimination, Edu-
cationally Disadvantaged, *Equal Education,
*Heterogeneous Grouping, High Risk Students,
High Schools, Individualized Instruction, Middle
Schools, Minority Group Children, Parent Partic-
ipation, Program Implementation, School Policy,
Secondary Education, *Track System (Educa-
tion)

Identifiers—Accelerated Schools, ERIC Digests,
*Reform Efforts
In light of recent calls by educational organiza-

tions to abolish tracking because of its role in per-

petuating inequities in achievement among racial
and ethnic groups, this digest looks at current school
detracking efforts. An initial section reviews the ex-
tent and reasons for tracking and the concerns
raised when detracking is proposed, noting that
some studies indicate that high achieving students
do well in tracked situations because they benefit
from the enriched environment, not because of the
homogernieity of the group. A central section sum-
marizes the following changes necessary for a suc-
cessful detracking effort: (1) a culture of detracking
and a commitment to being inclusive; (2) parent
involvement, particularly among middle-class par-
ents who can be detracking's most vigorous oppo-
nents; (3) professional development and support for-
teachers as detracking depends on teachers being
actively involved in the change; (4? phase-in change
process over time and with flexibility; (5) a willing-
ness to rethink all routines; and {§) district and state
support. Also covered are models for instruction in
heterogeneous classes, the need for alternative as-
sessment in a detracked school, and mention of the

Accelerated Schools model. (Included are nine ref-

erences.) (JB)

ED 351 425 UD 028 956
Lewis, Anne

Urban Youth in Community Service: Becoming

Document Resumes

ll';artsof the Solution. ERIC/CUE Digest, Num-

r 81.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education, New
York. N.Y.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-UD-92-4; ISSN-0889-8049

Pub Date—Sep 92

Contract—R188062013

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban
Education, Teachers College, Box 40, Columbia
University, New York, NY 10027 (free).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Black Youth, *Citizen Participation,
*Community Services, Federal Legislation, Low
Income Groups, Minority Group Children, Pro-
gram Design, School Community Programs, Sec-
ondary Education, Student Participation, Urban
Problems, *Urban Youth, *Youth Programs

Identifiers—®*Community Service, ERIC Digests,
National Service, *Youth Participation
This monograph looks at the field of youth service

broadly and provides examples of the range of pro~
grams available for urban youth. A review of statis-
tics on urban youth involvement nationally notes
that most young people are not involved in commu-
nity service, African American students perform
more community service annually than any other
racial group, urban schools do not push community
service, and many agencies lool. to community ser-
vice to engage low-income urban youth in positive
action. Special issues for urban programs are cov-
ered. including the -..lue of community service for
overcoming the alienation and hostility of many
youth toward their community, the focus of youth
corps for low-income youth on experiences directed
toward job preparation, and problems of maintaia-
ing diversity in programs. Also noted are the bene-
fits of urban service programs for youth in the form
of increased academic achievement, competence,
self-confidence, and self-csteem. Several programs
are briefly profiled, including in school prograizs,
out-of-school programs, and the growth of urban
youth corps. Also addressed are various federal leg-
islative initiatives and their role in fostering these
programs. (Includes 12 references.) (JB)

ED 351 336 SP 034 231

Baratz-Snowden, Joan

Nat.onal Board for Professional Teaching Stan-
dards-Update. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Teacher Education, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

*"Report No.—EDO-SP-92-4

8 BESTGUi

i

Pub Dzte—Nov 92
Contract—RI[88062015
Note—4p.; Updates ED 304 444,
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
QAAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Age Groups, Early Childhood Educa-
tion, Educational lmprovement, Educational
Quality, Elementary ~Secondary Education,
*Evaluation Criteria, Higher Education, Mea-
sures (Individuals), National Programs, Public
Education, Research and Development, Stan-
dards. *Teacher Certification. Teacher Educa-
tion, *Teacher Evaluation, *Teacher
Qualifications
Identifiers—* Assessment of Performance in Teach-
ing, ERIC Digests, *National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards
The National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards (NBPTS) was established in 1987 and
charged with the mission of improving the quality of
teaching and public education. The National Board
certification system involves three critical elements:
(1) standards setting; (2) assessment instruments;
and (3) professional development. This Digest dis-
cusses the National Board’s research and develop-
ment activities designed to develop an assessment
system that meets the NBPTS criteria. The stan-
dards setting process and assessment development
and implementation processes comprise the two
main components of the National Board’s research
and development agenda. The National Board be-
lieves that a unitary certificate suggesting profi-
ciency in teaching ail subjects to all students of all
ages is unwarranted. Consequerntly, NBPTS is es-
tablishing standards committees in each of 30 certi-
fication fields to define standards and student age
levals. The NBPTS assessment system will be per-
formance based and will employ a broad range of
strategies. The first assessment will be launched in
early 1993, and the full system of National Board
Certification will be completed by the 1998-1999
school year. Five references are included. (LL)

ED 351 335 SP 034 230

Summerfield, Liane

C 'mprehensive School Health Education. ERIC
Ligest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Teacher Education. Wash-
ington, D.C.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Repert No.—EDO-SP-92-2

Puo Date—Nov 92

Contract—RI88062015

Note—4p.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
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2 Decument Resumes

Descriptors—Curriculum  Design,  Curriculum
Guides, Educational Objectives, Elementary Sec-
ondary Education, *Health Education, *Health
Promotion, *Instructional Development, Pre-
school Education, *Program Content, *Teacher
Certification, Teacher Education

Identifiers—*Comprehensive School Health Edu-
cation, *Comprehensive School Health Programs,
ERIC Digests
Comprehensive school health education is a

planned, sequential curriculum promoting the de-

velopment of health and well-t ¢ing for students in
preschool through grade 12. Frograms consist of
schoo! health services, a healthful school environ-
ment, and health instruction. It is recommended
that the following 10 areas be included in all pro-
grams: community health, consumer health, envi-
ronmental health, family life, mentai and emotional
health, nutrition, personal health, chronic and infec-
tious disease prevention and control, safety and ac-
cident prevention, and substance use and abuse. The
importance of comprehensive school health is em-
phasized and teacher preparation and certification
are discussed ia accordance with standards estab-
lished by the Association for the Advancement of
Health Education. «<lection of a health curriculum
is addressed in te:ms of goals and objectives, con-
tent, teaching strategies, learning activities, materi-
als, time devoted to implementation, evaluation
methods, cultural equity, and sex equity. Thirteen
curriculum guides which may be accessed through
ERIC are listed. (Contains 12 references.) (LL)

ED 351 320 SP 034 157

Zak, Janet L. Sullivan, Patricia

Alternstive Career Paths in Physical Education:
Fitness and Exercise. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Teacher Education, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
anG Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDOQ-SP-92-1

Pub Date—Nov 92

Contract—R188062015

Note—4p.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Career Planning, Credentials, *Em-
ployment Opportunities, Exercise, Higher Educa-
tion, Leisure Education, ®Physical Education,
Physical Fitness, Professional Associations, ®Pro-
fessional Education, *Tescher Certification

Identifiers—* Alternative Careers, ERIC Digests
During the past 20 years, alternative professioaal

preparation and certification programs have ex-

panded within the field of physical educstion. Soci-

etal trends, the media, and demographics have

dictated these changes. This digest examines factors

leading to an incresse in th: scope of carget oppor-

tunities for physical education profesSionals and

looks at future trends, including 2 mdve back toward

traditional teaching positions. With the advance-

ment of technologicsl resources and time-saving de-

vices, available time for leisure and recreation has

increased, resulting in the creation of additional ca-

reer opportunities for exercise and sport profession-

als, exercise specislists, corporate fitness directors,

weliness consultents and coordinators, and special-

ists who could put theory into practice. Along with

coilege aud university-based professional prepara-

tion programs, many professional organizations

now provide exercise and sport credentialing oppor-

tunities and examples of such oganizations are in-

cluded. Some current trends that may impact on the

career paths of physical education professionals in-

clude aging of the population, more at-risk children

in the school system, and increased use of comput-

ers. (LL)

ED 351 312 SP 034 145

Otuya, Ebo

Alternative Teacher Certification-An Update.
ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghousc on Teacher Education, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-SP-91-6

Pub Date—Nov 92

Contract-——RI188062015

Note—4p.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—®Alternative Teacher Certification,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Elementary Secondary Education, Higher Educa-

tion, Knowledge Level, Teacher Education,

*Teacher Effectiveness, *Teacher Shortage,

*Teaching (Occupation), Teaching Skills
Identifiers—ERIC Digests

This digest reviews alternative certification on the
basis of educational quality and the need to fill
teacher shortages. Following a definition of tradi-
tional certification, the alternative cerification
route is described as a process designed to certify
candidates who have subject-matter competencies,
without going through formal teacher preparation.
Several studies have yielded information on the re-
lationship between teacher knowledge and instruc-
tional practice and presented concerns and
advantages of alternative certification. Alternative
certification programs vary by state and may be de-
signed to achieve different goals and objectives.
Some evaluative studies that compare traditional
and alternative certification routes have yielded in-
conclusive results, which can have far-reaching pol-
icy implications for effective teaching and the
quality of education. If subject-matter competency
combined with pedagogical training is the determi-
nant of effective instruction, then the traditional
certification route is_the most effective policy to
assure educatioa quality, However, if subject-matter
competence without pedagogical training is equaily
determinant of effective instruction, then alterna-
tive certification is an equally viable policy. (Con-
tains 23 references.) (LL)

ED 351 278 SO 022 754

Risinger, C. Frederick

Trends in E-12 Social Studies. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Socia! Studies/Social Sci-
ence Education, Bloomington, IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research-

and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-50-92-8
Pub Date—Oct 92
Contract—RI88062009
Note—4p.
Pub Type— Guides - Non-Classroom (055) —
{.RI()Z Information AnalysisProducts (IAPS)
071
EDRS Price - MF01/PCO! Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Controversial Issues (Course Con-
tent), *Curriculum Development, Educational
Change, *Elementary Secondary Education, Eth-
ical Instruction, Geography Instruction, History
Instruction, Literature, glulticultural Education,
Religion Studies, *Social Studies, Teaching Meth-
ods, Weste~ Civilization, Writing Instruction
Identifiers—L RIC Digests
Drawing on contemporary research literature, re-
cently developed curriculum guides, and blue-rib-
bon reports, this digest reviews 10 contemgorary
trends in K-12 social studies in the United States.
Trends are as follows: (1) History, history, and more
history; (2) More geography, too; (3) Using litera-
tura to teach social studies; (4) Focus on the multi-
cultural nature of American society; (5) Renewed
attention to western civilization; (6) Renewed atten-
tion to ethics and values; (7) Increased attention o
the role of religion; (8) Attention to contemporary
and controversial issues; (9) Covering issues in
depth; and (10) Writing, wniting, and more writing.
(DB)

ED 351 270 SO 022 670

Woyach, Robert B.

Lesadership in Civic Education. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Socia! Studies/Social Sci-
ence Education, Bloomington, IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—~EDO-50-92-7

Pub Date—Sep 92

Contract—RI8806200%

Note—4p.

Pub Type— Guides - Non-Classroom (055) —
ERI? Information AnalysisProducts (IAPS)
(071

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Citizenship Education, Elementary
Secondary Education, *Leadership, Leadership
Qualities, *Leadership Training, Role of Educa-
tion, Social Studies, Student Educational Objec-
tives, *Student Leadership

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
In recent years, socisl studies educators have

given serious attention to the apparent crisis of citi-

zenship and the improvement of civic education in
the United States. Insufficient attention, however,
has been given to the place of leadership in civic

3

education. Yet, youth leadership is big business in
the United States. Each year, over haif a million
high school students, along with a smaller but grow-
ing number of middle school students, participate in
programs intended to encourage civic leadership
and to develop leadership skills. This digest ad-
dresses four questions concerning leadership: How
is leadership related to citizenship? What are the
essential elements of leadership? What are the com-
petencies of leadership? What is the role of schools
in leadership development? A list of references and
ERIC resources is included. (Author/DB)

ED 351 206 SE 053 426

Heimlich, Joe E.

Promoting a Concern for the Environment.

ERIC Clexringhouse for Science, Mathematics, and
Environmental Education, Columbus, Ohio.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-SE-92-2

Pub Date—Dec 92

Contract—RI88062006

Note—3p.; Clearinghouse Digest.

Availabie from—ERIC Cleannghouse for Science,
Mathematics, and Environmental Education,
Suite 310, 1200 Chambers Road, Columbus. OH
43212 (1st copy, free).

Pub Type— Guides - Classroom - Teacher (052) —
ERIC Information AnalysisProducts (IAPS)
(071) — Opinion Papers (120)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Curriculum, Curriculum Design, Cur-
riculum Development, ®*Educational Practices,
Educational Principles, *Educational Strategies.
*Environmeatal Education, Fused Curriculum,
Holistic Approach, *Integrated Activities, *Inte-
grated Curriculum, Iaterdisciplinary Approach,
*Philosophy, Teaching Mcthods, Thematic Ap-
proach, Unified Studies Curriculum

Identifiers—Environmental Action, Environmental

. Issues, Environmental Problems

Environmental Education (EE) is described as a
process of moving individuals toward stewardship
and ultimately a union view of the relationship of
people with nature. This document presents a gen-
eral tenet of EE and explores some prevalent pre-
cepts that can be a guide to fully incorporating EE
into all teaching settings. The percepts are explored
in the context of three philosophical approaches o
the incorporation of EE: (1) Imposition, adding 21
additioral topic onto the required study; (2) Irncu-
sion, incorporation of environmenta! themes or oL+
ies into Jraditional disciplinary approaches; and (3)
Framing, using traditional disciplinary skills to de-
fine aspects of real world problems and prob-
lem-solving and decision-making processes to
address the problems. The strengths and weak-
nesses of each approach is discussed. (Contains 20
references.) (MCO)

ED 351 201 SE 053 374

Disinger, John F._ Roth, Charles E.

FEnvirommental Literscy. ERIC/CSMEE Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Science, Mathematics, and
Environmental Education, Columbus, Ohio.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-SE-92-1

Put Date—Nov 92

Contract—R188062006

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC/CSMEE, Suite 310, 1200
Chambers Road, Columbus, Ohio 43212 (free).
Pub Type— ERIC Information AmalysisProducts

(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Pcstage.
Descriptors—Academic  Standards, *Citizenship
Education, Concept Formation, ® Definitions, De-
velopment, Educational Development, *Environ-
mental Education, *Literacy, *Scientific Lit>racy
Identifiers—Environmental Action, Environmental
Education Literacy, ®Environmental Literacy,
ERIC Digests
This digest presents a case for the development of
a precise definition of environmentai literacy (EL)
as a prerequisite to setting standards for environ-
mentai education. The discussion includes the fol-
lowing: (1) establishment of the relationship
between EL, :nvironmental education. and goals of
the formal education system:; (2) the development of
the meaning of EL; (3) contrast between EL and
other applications of the term “literacy™; (4) levels
of EL; and (5) attributes of the environmentally
literate. The report distinguishes between scientific
literacy and EL, the former appearing to be built on




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

a mechanistic paradigm and the latter built on an
ecological paradigm. EL draws upon six major zr-
eas: sensitivity, knowledge, skills, attitudes and val-
ues, personal investment and responsibility, and
active involvement. These are collected into four
strands: knowledge, skills, affect, and behavior, that
need to be addressed in education for EL. It is con-
cluded that more work needs to be done to refine
the components of environmental literacy and cor-
relate these components with formal and nonformal
education development levels. The education sys-
tem should also be encouraged to adopt EL as part
of its mission. (Contains 9 references.) (MCO)

ED 351 150 PS 020 940
Grace, Cathy
The Portfolio and Its Use: Developmentally Ap-
propriate Assessment of Ycung Children. ERIC
Digest.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early
° Childhood Education, Urbana, Il
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-PS-92-11
Pub Date—92
Contract—R188062012
Note—3p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Check Lists, Early Childhood Educa-
tion, *Evaluation Methods, *Portfolios (Back-
ground Materials), Rating Scales, Screening
Tests, Student Development, *Student Evalua-
tion
Identifiers—Anecdotal Records, *Authentic As-
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Educators use the term *“‘authentic assessment” to
refer to the practice of realistic student involvement
in the evaluation of student achievement. Authentic
assessments are performance-based and instruction-
ally appropriate. One method of authentic assess-
ment is the assembly and review of a portfolio of a
student’s work. The portfolio is a record of a child’s
process of learning, and includes work samples, re-
cords of observations, and screening tests. Ideally. a
portfolio includes observations in the following
forms: (1) anecdotal records, which are useful for
recording spontaneous events; (2) checklists or in-
ventories. which should be based on the develop-
ment assoc. ted with the acquisition of skills; (3)
rating scales, which are used to measure behavior
that has several components; (4) children's re-
sponses to questions; and (5) screening tests, which
identify children's skills. Besides containing a wide
variety of work samples, portfolios used in early
childhood education should contain a statement of
purpose. Once the material in & portfolio is orga-
nized by chronological order and category, the
teacher can evaluate the child’s achievements. Port-
folios are not meant for comparing children to each
other, but for documenting individual children’s
progress over time. The use of portfolios also pro-
vides teachers with a built-in system for planning
parent-teacher conferences. (BC)
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Research provides insight into parent attributes
that support partnerships with teachers. These attri-
butes include warmth, sensitivity, nurturance, the
ability to listen, consistency, positive self-image,
personal competence, and effective interpersonal
skills. Researchers have cited positive attitudes,
continuous teacher training, involvement in profes-

sional growth, and personal competence as teacher
attributes related to successful parent involvement.
Parenting roles that support teacher-parent partner-
ships include those of learning, supporting, and de-
cision meaking. Teacher roles critical to the
partnership process include support, education, and
guidance. Strategies that engage parents and teach-
ors in collabor:tive roles include home visits, con-
ferences, parent centers, telecommunication, parent
involvement in the classroom, participatory deci-
sion making, parent education programs, home
learning activities, and family-school networking.
Family-centered schools need to be involved with
families in planning and nurturing heaithy environ-
ments. A significant part of this effort is the devel-
opment of a curriculum that promotes a shared
learning process among children, parents. and
teachers. A family-centered focus must also become
a part of the community’s fabric. (BC)
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A confusing variety of terms is used in discussions
of age grouping practices. This digest examines
terms that have important implications for teaching
and the curriculum. The terms “nongraded™ and
“ungraded” typically refer to grouping children in
classes without grade-level decignations and with
more than a 1-year age span. The term “combined
classes” refers to the inclusion of more than one
grade level in a classroom. The t~"m “continuous
progress” generally implies that children remain
with their classroom peers in an age cohort regard-
less of whether they have met prespecified
grade-level achievement expectations. The terms
“mixed-age” and “multi-age grouping™ refer to
grouping children so that the age span of the class
is greater than 1 year, as in the nongraded or un-
graded approach. These terms are used to empha-
size the goal of using teaching practices that
maxirnize the benefits of cooperation among chil-
dren of various ages. The distinctions tetween the
grouping practices have significant implications for
practice. The ungraded approach acknowledges that
age is a crude indicator of children’s readiness to
learn. Mixed-age grouping takes advantage of chil-
dren's heterogeneous experiences. Research indi-
cates that, in spite of its risks, the potential
advantages of mixed-age grouping outweigh its dis-
advantages. (BC)
ED 351 147 PS 020 937
Jewett, Jan
Aggression and Cooperation: Helping Young Chil-
dren Develop Constructive Strategies. ERIC
Digest.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early
Childhood Education, Urbana, Il
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
Report No-—~EDO-PS-92-10
Pub Date—92
Contract—RI88062012
Note—3p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC0] Plus Postage.
Descriptors—* Aggression, Assertivencess, *Cooper-
ation, Discipline, Family Influence, Hostility.
Parent Child Relationship, *Peer Relationship,
Preschool Education, *Social Development,
Teacher Student Relationship, *Young Children
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Aggression and cooperatior., vhich represent two
critical features in the child’s social domain, have
one element in common: they both emerge from
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children’s strong developmental push to initiate 2nd
maintain relationships with other children. Aggres-
sion is defined as any intentional behavior that re-
sults in physical or mental injury to any person or
animal, or in damage to property. Aggressive ac-
tions can be accidental, instrumental, or hostile. Ag-
gression should not be confused with assertion,
which is behavior through which children maintain
and defend their rights. Cooperation is defined a3
any activity that involves the willing interdepen-
dence of two or more children. Cooperation should
be distinguished from compliance, which represents
obedience to authority rather than intentional coop-
eration. Techniques adults can use for reducing chil-
dren's aggression include helping children to
verbalize their feelings, develop problem-solving ap-
proaches to conflicts, and notice the consequences
of their aggressive actions. To foster children’s co-
operation, adults can acknowledge children’s efforts
to initiate appropriate social interactions, affirm
helping behaviors, communicate Ppositive regard.
and support children's struggles to resolve interper-
sonal conflicts. In various ways, early childhood ed-
ucators can support the emergence of children’s
positive interpersonal strategies, and early child-
hood programs can help parents understand the
range of children’s emerging social repertoires. @BC)
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An antibias curriculum seeks to nurture children’s

potential by addressing issues of diversity and eq-

uity in the classroom. Goals of antibias curricula are

to foster children's self-identity, interaction with

people from diverse backgrounds, critical thinking

about bias, and ability to stand up for themselves in

the face of bias. The first phase in the implementa-

tion of an antibias curriculum involves creating an

appropriate climate in the classroon. In this phase,

teachers raise their awareness of antibias issues that

relate to themselves, learn what ideas their students

have about diversity, evaluate the classroom envi-

ronment for the messages it contains about diver-

sity, and identify parents who would be willing to

participate in changing the classroom environment.

The second and third phases involve teachers’ non-

systematic and then systematic incorporation into

classroom instruction of activities that teach an-

tibias attitudes. During these phases, parent partici-

pation should be increased. The fourth phase

consists of an ongoing integration of an antibias per-

spective as a filter through which the teacher plans,

implements, and evaluates all learping materials.

class activities, and teacher interactions with chil-

dren, parents, and staff. (BC)
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Recent debates among educators about the mid-
dle schoo! curriculum involve three concepts: (1)
middle school oughi to provide & general education
school in which the curriculum focuses on widely
shared concerns of early adolescents and the larger
world rather than specialization among separate
subjects; (2) the curriculum ought to serve the stu-
dents; and (3) adolescents should not be viewed as
victims of their developmental stage. These con-
cepts. along with the notion of curriculum integra-
tion. point to a vision for middle school curricula
that addresscs the questions adolescents have about
themselves and their world. and questions shared by
adolescents and older people. This vision results in
a curriculum organized around themes rather than
artificial subject areas. The vision has been put into
practice in the Marquette Middle School in Madi-
san. Wisconsin. In this new curriculum vision, stu-
dents are given a voice in curriculum planning.
Meanings are created by students rather than im-
posed by adults. Knowledge and skill are removed
from abstract subject categories. The curriculum in-
tegrates affect and cognition. and the curriculum is
intcgrated and whole, rather than divided into
blocks of time devoted to subject courses. Proposals
for integrative curricula focus on the middle levei
becausc professionals at the middle level have been
more involved in school reform than those at other
levels. Six references are cited. (BC)
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While numerous studies have examined the de-
mographic. social. and economic characteristics of
two-year college students. a composite profile for
the approximately 4.5 million credit students at the
nation’s two-year colleges is more difficult to come
by Within certain limitations. however. a profile
can be developed of these students. Two-year col-
leges enrolled 55% of the American Indian, Alaskan
Natives in higher education. 42% of the Black stu-
dents. 54 of the Hispanic students. 34% of the
White students. and 21% of non-resident aliens.
Since 1977, women have accounted for slightly over
50 of community college enrollment. According
to the Amencan Association of Community and
Junior Colleges. the mean age of students enrolled
11 1980 was 27, the median was 23. and the modal
age was 19. Data also revealed that. despite their
many differences. students at two- and four-year
colleges h2d educational objectives similar to uni-
versity students. While full-time freshmen at
two-y-zar colleges face greater obstacles in terms of
incom®, academic background. and self-esteem.
they aspirc to the same upward mobiiity as other
college and university students. (MAB)
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Research conducted by the Center for the Study
of Community Collegesin Los Angeles or the status
of the community college liberal arts curriculum
found that liberal arts programs have a beneficial
impact on students. Research findings have consis-
tently revealed that what students know is related to
what they study and how they have studied it. Usu-
ally. students’ self-ratings of their skills in a particu-
lar area of the liberal arts are a good indicator of
their knowledge in that area. Analyses of course
enrollments. class schedules. and curricular changes
reveal that most of the enrollment in liberal arts
courses is at the introductory level. Reasons stu-
dents have for enrclling in 2 particular course vary
greatly from fulfilling a general education require-
ment. to personal enrichment. to fulfilling a require-
ment for a major. Only a small percentage of
students cite counselor or faculty encouragement.
student recommendations. or interesting course de-
scriptions as the most important reason for enrolling
in a particular course. Suggestions for improving the
liberal arts programs include: (1) providing students
with more information about courses and their po-
tential benefits; (2) college educators working with
their high school counterparts to increase student
interest; (3) college liberal arts courses promoting
basic skills for underprepared students; and (4) mak-
ing efforts to decrease liberal arts course attrition
rates. (MAB)
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As a college degree becomes increasingly impor-
tant for individuals seeking employment. the num-
bers of first-generation students continues to grow.
With the first-generation student pool comprised
largety of members of working class families. ethnic
minorities. women. and or adults, community col-
leges have always viewed first-generation students
as a primary clientele One of the greatest challen-
ges confronted by first-generation students is that
college attendance represents a departure from the
pattern established by family and friends. who may
in turn become non-supportive or obstructionist.
This problem can be particvlarly difficult for tradi-
tional-age students who continue to live at home.
First-generation students are often less well pre-
pared for college than their classmates from col-
lege-educated families In addition to being less
prepared academicaily. such students often have in-
sufficient knowledge of time-management tech-
niques; the economic realities of college life; and the
impersonal, bureaucratic nature of educational insti-
tutions. Among the strategies which colleges can
employ to assist first-generation students are: (1)
specialized outreach. tutoring. and mentoring pro-
grams; (2) bridge programs. linking high schools and
post-secondary institutions to help students con-
front the abstacles to successful colicge prepara.ion.
and (3) college-oricntation classes reviewing practi-
cal skills. college procedures. and available support
services. For first-gencration adult students. sug-
gested instructional strategies include placing an
emphasis on critical and analytical thinking skills.
and offering interdisciplinary courses centered on
specific themes (RAA)
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The educational approaches. programs. and ser-
vices developed for American Indians at both tribal
coileges and non-tribal community colleges can be
used as models by other institutions sceking to serve
minority populations better. The commurity col-
lege is an important avenue for American Indians
pursuing postsecondary degrees: in 1988, 50.400 of
the 92.000 American Indians enrolled in higher ed-
ucation were attending two-year colleges, and asso-
ciate degrees constituted nearly 40% of the total
number of degrees conferred to Americen Indians in
1989-96. While several of the 25 tribal colleges
award baccaleureate and master’s degrees. and onc
is a university. these institutions. like community
colleges. are among the most community-respon-
sive 1n higher education. The success of tribal col-
leges can be attributed to their combining
distinctive cultural elements with a pragmatic ap-
proach to education. Because instructors act as
agents of Indian history. language. and culture. stu-
dents learn that their communities’ beliefs have
great value, while simultaneously acquiring the
skills necessary for future educational and occupa-
tional endeavors. Tribal colleges also experiment
with culturally conscious approaches to instruction.
emphasizing visual and cooperative learning.
Among the non-Indian community cotleges that
have been especially responsive to Indian students
are: (1) San Juan College (New Mexico). which has
developed a set of interrelated services that attract
and retain American Indians: (2) American River
College (California). which has created the Mathe-
malics, Engineering. and Science Achievement/Mi-
nority Enginceting Program; and (3) Truman
College (Illinois). which has developed the Institute
for Native American Development. (MAB)
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Effective teaching at a distance is more the result

of preparation than innovation. The distance educa-

tor can employ a number of strategies focusing on

planning. student understanding. interaction. and

teaching to cnsurce a successfully delivered course

This digest discusses six topics in teaching at a dis-

tance: (1) What's Different about Distance Teach-

ing” lack of visual cues. use of technological

devices. lack of spontancous class discussinn; (2)

Why Teach at a Distance?-opportunities to reach a

wider audicnce. incet the needs of learners, involve

outside speakers, (3) Improving Planning and Orga-
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nization-the core content remains basically un-
changed. although its .resentation requires new
strategies and additional preparation time; (4)
Mceting Student Needs-adapt the delivery system
to best motivate and meet the needs of the students
so that they can quickly become comfortable with
the nature of teaching and learning at a d:stance: (5)
improving Interaction and Feedback- -using effec-
tive interaction and feedback strategies will enable
the instructor to identify and meet individual stu-
dent neceds while providing a forum for suggesting
course improvements; and (6) Use Effective Dis-
tance Teaching Skills-this requires enhancing exist-
ing skills rather than developing new ones.
(Contains 7 references.) (ALF)
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Instructional development provides a procedure
and framework for systematically planning, devel-
oping. and adapting instruction based on identifia-
ble learner neceds and cortent requirements, a
process essential in distance education. Although
instructional development models a2nd processes
abound. the majority follow the same basic stages of
design. deveiopment, cvaluation. and revision.
While it is possibie, even appropriate on occasion, to
shorten the process after considering the needs of
the learner, it should be done only after corsidering
the requirements of the content and the constraiats
facing both teacher and students. Adhering to sound
principles of instructional development will provide
a process and procedural framework for addressing
the instructional challenges that will surely arise.
This digest describes the four basic stages of the
process in detail: (1) Design Stage-gather informa-
tion. define the problem, understand distant learn-
ers and their needs. establish instructional goals and
objectives: (2) Development Stage-create a content
outline and student.rclevant examples, review
course content and strategies, develop and select
materials and delivery methods; (3) Evaluation
Stage-formative. summative. quantitative and qual-
itative methods: and (4) Revision Stage-resulting
from the evaluation process. (Contains 8 refer-
ences.) (ALF)
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This brief report summarizes a longer document
with the same title. Many colleges and universities.
in responding to public demand for higher educa-
tion and the external challenges it creates, are em-
ploying Total Quality Management (TQM)
techniques to improve quality, increase productiv-
ity. and decrease cost. The quality improvement
process itself (the tools for problem identification
and developing solutions), largely ignored u the
past by academic organizations. is now neing stud-
icd and applied. The TQM process involves the
complete transformation to quality requiring
top-level commitment followed by substantial and
comprehensive reeducation of all personnel. In ad-
dition. the administration must develop a coopera-
tive climate for changc and recognize that the
facuity play the most important role in developing
the concept of continuous quality improvements
and other idcas about TQM as they might apply to
academic activity. The report examines what qual-
ity is and what it requires, the technical system and
tools for improving quality. and the type of adminis-
trative system required to allow the quality process
to be successful. Finally discussed is the process of
improving academic quahty in the curriculum and
classroom. as well 1s its assessment, while looking
towards the student as the beneficiary. Contains
seven references. (GLR)
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Thas brief report summarizes a longer document

with the same title. The report discusses the re-
sponse of colleges and universitics in the United
States to the needs of graduate :tudents to become
cquipped to make personal and and public policy
decisions as citizens of an international society. It
notes that curriculum changes in higher education
arc showing greater enhancements of the interna-
tional 2xperience in the classroom and a tightening
of foreign language standards. Federal spending in
undergraduate study abroad has also increased sub-
stantially, as well as the U.S. commitment to work-
ing with the Economic Community and the United
Nations Educational. Scientific. and Cultural Orga-
nization to standardize educational credential re-
porting. licensing, and certification. Steps that
faculty and administrators can take in this environ-
ment include widening the curriculum to €Xposz
students to other cultures. widening opportunmcs
for international contact. and evaluating organiza-
tional structures that help or hinder international
activitics. Contains six references. (GLR)
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Higher Education. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Higher Education. W ash-
ington. D C; George Washington Loy, Wash-
mngte~ DC  School of Education and Human
Development
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Available from—Publications Department,
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Pub Type— ERIC information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071) — Reports - General (140)
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Descriptors—Colleges, *Educational Environment.
Educational Responsibiiity, *Ethical Instruction.
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Ir,stitutional Mission, *Institutional Role. Leader-
ship. *Moral Values, Role Conflict. Role of Edu-
cation. Social Environment. Student School
Relationship. Universities

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This brief report summarizes a longer documen:

with the same title. it explains that institutions of

higher education have a moral resporsibility as dis-
seminators of knowledge to foster proper values and
ethical thinking in its students for the well-being of
society. The collegiate ethos, the practices and cus-
toms of the institution, are importan® in fostering
responsibility for individual and social welfare. The
scholar’s role is crucial because of his or her power
to define reality for and exercise control over soci-
ety 1n geacral and students in particular. Often cthi-
cal problems exist due to the competing needs of the
various roles inherent in the scholar. involving
teaching. discovery. application. and integration. To
assist in dealing with these problems. the institution
itself must take a leadership role by: properly formu-
lating mission statements based on cthical practices
and concerns; fostering cnllaboration among all fac-
ulty. administrators. staff, and students to work with
the values necessary for institutional cffectiveness
and overall integrity: and employing the use of mod-
cls of ethical decision making. The academic envi-
ronment must foster the importance of human
dignity. nourishment of growth and achievement.
and respect of others. Such an environment 1s de-
fined as a learning community. Contains 10 refer-
ences. (GLR)
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Taylor. Marcia

The Language Experience Approsch and Adult
Learncrs. ERIC Digest.

Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Educa-
tion for Limiteo-English-Proficient Adults, Wash-
ington, DC.; National Clearinghouse on Literacy
Education, Washington. DC.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED), Waskington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-LE-92-01

Pub Date— Jun 92

Contract—RI£9166001

Note—4p.

Pub Type-- ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Adult  Students. *Engiish (Second
Language). *Language Experiance Approach.
*Literacy, Oral Language. Second Language in-
struction, *Teaching Methods

identificrs—ERIC Digests
This Digest focuses on using the language experi-

ence approach for teaching adult English-as-a-Se«-
ond-Language (ESL) lcarners. The language
experience approach (LEA) ia a whole language ap-
proach that promotes rcading and writing through
the use of personai experiences and oral language. It
can be used in tutonal or classroom settings with
homogeneous or heterogenous groups of learners.

Specific sections of the digest look at the following:

(1) features of the language expericnce apprnach:

(2) LEA with ESL learners; and (3) two variations

of LEA (personal eapericiice and group expen-

ence). It is conclude that although the LEA was
developed primarily as a tool for reading develop-
ment. this technique can be used successfully to
develop listening. speaking. and wriing as well

(Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Educa-

tion) (VWL)

ED 250 886 FL 800 557

Cummung. Alister

Access to Literacy for 1.angusge Minority Adults.
ERIC Digest.

Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on literacy Educa-
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tion for Limited-English-Proficient Adults, Wash-
ington. DC.; National Clearinghouse on Literacy
Education, Washington. DC.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
Report No.—EDO-LE-92-02
Pub Date—Jun 92
Contract—R189166001
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—*Adult  Literacy. English (Second
Language). *Females. *lmmigrants, *Literacy
Education. *Minority Groups. Program Descrip-
tions
identifiers—ERIC Digests. *North America
This Digest describes factors that may restrict ac-
cess to adult literacy education in North America
and discusses several potential solutions to these
problems from programs that have aimed to provide
adult literacy instruction to specific minority
groups. Although the barriers and potential solu-
tions apply to all minority groups. two populations
often considered “at risk™-immigrant women and
ruvoluntary minorities-are given particular atten-
tion. (Contains 18 references.) (ERIC Adjunct
Clearinghouse on Literacy Education) (VWL)

ED 350 885 FL 020 893
Myths and Misconceptions sbout Second Lan-
guage Leamning. ERIC Digest.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics.
Washington. D.C.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-FL-92-10
Pub Date--Dec 92
Contract—RI188062010
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)
EDRS Price - MFO1/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Age Differences. Child Language.
*Cognitive Ability, Elementary Sccondary Edu-
cation. °*Language Attitudes. *Learning Pro-
cesses, Learning Strategies. *Second Language
Lecarning. *Second Languages. Speech Skills.
*Teacher Expectations of Students
ldentifiers—ERIC Digests
Rescarch . n second language learning has shown
that scveral myths about how children learn lan-
guages cxist. Among these mistaken ideas are that:
(1) children learn second languages quickly and eas-
ily; (2) the younger the child, the more skilled he
will become in acqiiring a second language: (3) the
more time students spend in a sccond language con
text. the more quickly they learn the language; {4)
children have acquired a second language once they
can spesk it; and (5) all children learn a second
language in the samc way. Teachers need to be
aware of these misconceptions and realize that
quick and casy solutions are aot appropriate for
complex problems. Intuitive assumotions are often
mistaken. and children can be harmed if teachers
have L ircaitsue sxDectansas of the second language
learning process and its relationship 10 the acquisi-
tisnofe- racademic skills and knowledge. Second
language learning by school-age children takes
longer. is harder. and involves more cffort than
many teachers understand. Educators should focus
on the opportunity for language learning and cul-
tural understanding that cultural diversity provides.
Diverse children enrich our schools and our under-
standing of cducation in gencral. (MSE)

ED 350 884 FL 020 892

Lewelling, Vickie W.

Erglish Plus. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghousc oa Luaguages and Linguistics.
Washington, D.C.

Spons Agency— Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC

Report No.—EDO-FL-92-09

Pub Date—Dec 92

Contract—RI88062010

Note —4p

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (0%1)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Bilingual Education. *Bilingualism.
Civil Liberties. Constitutional Law, Cultural Dif-
ferences. English (Second language). Fedcral
Legisiation, l.anguage Planning. *Langtage Role.
*Official Languages. *Public Policy. *Second
Languages

RIC
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Identifiers—English Only Movement, *English
Plus Movement. ERIC Digests
Recent efforts to make English the only official
tanguage of the United States *4ve spuricd an ~En-
glish Plus™ languc z¢ advocacy ;noviment, based on
the belief that all U.S. residents should have the
opportunity to become proficient in English and one
or more other languages. For non-native English
speakers, this means opportunity to acquirc profi-
ciency in English and maintain proficiency in their
native language(s). Proponents view cultural diver-
sity as a strength. The "Official English™ movement
seeks to make English the official language of the
U.S. by passing a constitutional amendment, repeal-
ing bilingua) voting fequirements. reducing funding
for bilingual education, enforcing English language
and civics requirements for naturalization, and ex-
panding English language lcarning opportunities.
The movement is spesrheaded by two groups. "En-
glish First” and "U.S. English.” The Official English
movement has gained considerable attention but lit-
tle success at the federal level. However, 16 states
have constitutional amendments of statutes making
English the official language. The English Plus
movement has provided a means for advancing poli-
cies supporting linguistic pluralism on state and lo-
cal levels, and it has received endorsement in
counties and municipalitics around the country.
(MSE)
ED 350 883 FL 020 886
Willetts, Karen
Te[c)hnology and Second Language Learning. ERIC
igest-
ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics,
Washington. D.C.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-FL-92-07
Pub Date—Dec 92
Contract—R188062010
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)
EDRS Price - MFO1/PCO1 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Classroom Techniques, *Computes
Assisted Instruction, *Computer Networks, Cul-
tursl Education, *Educational Technology. *In-
teractive  Video. Language  Laboratories.
Language Skills. Language Tests. Online Systems.
Second Language Instruction, *Second Language
Learning. Skill Development, Testing
1dentifiers—ERIC Digests
Increasingly. technology is incorporated into sec-
ond language teaching and learning both in and out
of classroom situations. The comput~: ~lone has
many capabilitics for enhancing lanjuage learning.
but when combined with other technologies. the
possibilities multiply for information retrieval, inter-
active audio- and video-assisted lcarning, use of lo-
cal arca networks. use of long distance computer
networks. and exploitation of satellite broadcasts.
Some technologies lend themselves better to acqui-
sition of certain language skills than others. Com-
puters and computer networks arc ideal for fostering
reading and writing skills in the target language.
Addition of audio capabilities to personal comput-
ers makes them miniature multimedia units for
teaching and iesting active listening skills. The vi-
sual component. when added to oral/aural compo-
nents. is useful for developing listening skills and
creating cultural awareness. Interactive video en-
hances development and practice of all language
skills. Once the specific technology and skili(s) to be
developed have been matched. the appropriate
courseware and activity type must be sclected of
prepared. Different techniques are useful for devel-
oping spesking. listening, reading. and writing skills
and cultural awareness. and also for testing. Their
effectiveness czpends on appropriate use by in-
formed educat: - +.

ED 350 882 FL 020 885

What Is Linguistics? ERIC Digest. [Revised].

ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics.
Washington. D.C.

Spons Agency-- Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.--EDO-FL-92-08
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Descriptors  *Applied Linguistics. Language Ac-
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quisition, Language Attitudes. Language Patterns.

Language Planning. *Language Rescarch. Lan-

guage Variation, *Linguistics. *Linguistic Theory.

*psycholinguistics, *Sociolinguistics
1dentifiers—ERIC Digests

Linguistics is the study of language. as contrasted
with knowledge of a specific language. Formal lin-
guistics is the study of the structures and procisses
of language. or how it works and is organized. Dif-
ferent apnroaches to formal linguistics include tradi-
tional of prescriptive, structural, and generative of
transformational perspectives. Formal linguistics in-
cludes five principal areas of study: phonetics; pho-
nology; morphology: syntax: and semantics.
Sociolinguistics is the study of language as a social
and cultu-al phenomenen. Its major areas of study
are: language variation: language and social interac-
tion {with pragmatics, d. ourse analysis, cthnogra-
phy »f communication as subficlds); language
attitudes: and language planning. Psycholinguistics
is the study of the relationship between linguistic
and psychological behavior. Psycholinguists sidy
first and second language acquisition and how hu-
mans store and retrieve linguistic information. fe-
ferred to as verbal processing. In applied finguistics.
\he findings of theoretical linguistic study arc ap-
plied to the solution of practical language problems
and issues in cveryday language use. {MSE)

ED 350 881 FL 020 842

Roca. Ana

Spanish for U.S. Hispanic Bilinguals in Higher
Education. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics.
Washington. D.C.

Spons Ageucy—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-FL-92-06

Pub Date—Nov 92

Contract—R188062010

Note—4p.
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Descriptors— *Bilingualism,  Classroom Tech-
niques. *College Instruction. Higher Education.
*Hispanic Americans, *Native Language Instruc-
tion. Native Speakers. Program 1mplementation.
*Spanish, Student Motivation, Textbooks

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This Digest focuses on the teaching of Spanish to

U.S. Hispanic bilinguals at the university level. Tra-

ditionally, Spanish has been taught as a second or

foreign language in the United States. and little at-

tention has been given to developing and coordinat-

ing well designed and carefully articulated programs

for Hispanic bilingual students of different ethnic

backgrounds. The digest looks specifically at stu-

dent motivation for studying Spanish for native

speakers; considerations for implementing instruc-

tion in Spanish for native speakers; suggested col-

lege-level textbooks: useful ideas for teaching

Spanish to native speakers; and existing Spanish for

native speakers programs. (VWL)

ED 350 880 FL 020 841

Guntermann. Gail

Developing Tomorrow's Teachers of World Lan-
gusges. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics.
Washington. D.C.

Spons Agcncy—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement {ED). Washington. DC
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Pub Date—Nov 92
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Descriptors— *Change  Stratcpies. *Educationa!
Change, Educational Environment. Futures (of
Socicty). *Language Teachers, *Sccond Language
Instruction. *Teacher Education, Teacher Quali-
fications

{dentifiers—ERIC Digests
tn order for educational reform to be cif2rtive and

lasting, tcacher education must undergo a transfor-

mation. from preservice training to lifelong profes-

sional development. Tomorrow's  tcaching

environment will bring new challenges and possibil-

ities. as schools undergo curricular, structural, and

cultural changes in order to meet the needs of an

Increasingly multicultural. multilevel student body

n a constantly changing world. Foreign languages

should no longer be seen as alien, but as a key force
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in the new order, and a deeper understanding of
world cultures and the dynamics of intercultural
communication must take their place in the lan-
guage teacher’s education. Demands for reforma-
tion of education come from many quarters. Some
changes will occur automatically, as a result of shift-
ing demographics, mainstreaming, and technologi-
cal, and social developments. In addition, the
language teacher’s knowledge base can be expected
to shift continually, as information expands in disci-
plines as vaiied as language acquisition theory and
research, learning styles and strategies, intercultural
communication, and research on instruction. New
teachers entering the field of foreign language edu-
cation in the next decades will have an unprece-
dented opportunity to influence the future, Some of
the issues addressed are: What should be the lan-
guage teacher’s knowledge base? Who will the
teachers be? How will teacher expertise be mea-
sured? and Who will be charged with accomplishing

the changes, and how can it be done? (Contains 18

references.) (VWL)

ED 350 727 EA 024 455

Gaustad, Joan

School Discipline. ERIC Digest, Number 78.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management,
Eugene, Oreg.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
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Pub Date—Dec 92
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Note—3p.

Available from—Publication Sales, ERIC Clearing-
house on Educational Management, University of
Oregon, 1787 Agate Street, Eugene, OR 97403
(free; $2.50 postage and handling).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
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EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Pius Postage.

Descriptors—*Behavior  Problems, *Discipline,
*Discipline Policy, Elementary Secondary Edu-
cation, Sanctions. *School Policy
Ways in which schools can handle student disci-

pline problems are described in this Digest, which

asserts that effective strategies aim to encourage

responsible behavior and provide all students with a

satisfying school experience. The document out-

lines the school characteristics associated with dis-

cipline problems, examines ways to decrease

disruptive and increase positive student behavior,

discusses the role of administrative leadership, and

describes ways to develop and implement a school-

zvljsl; discipline plan. (Contans 12 references.)
MI)

ED 350 726 EA 024 443

Lumsden, Linda S.

Prospects in Principal Preparation. ERIC Digest,
Number 77.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management,
Eugene, Oreg.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-EA-92-10

Pub Date—Dec 92

Contract—RI88062004

Note—3p.

Available from-—Publication Sales, ERIC Clearing-
house on Educational Management, University of
Oregon, 1787 Agate Street, Eugene, OR 97403
(free; $2.50 postage and handling).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Pilus Postage.

Descriptors—* Administrator Education, *Admin-
istrator Effectiveness, *Decision Making Skills,
Educational Administration, Elementary Second-
ary Education, *Leadership Training, *Principals,
Problem Solving

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Prospects for making formal principal preparation

programs more relevant to actual administrator ex-

perience are described in this Digest. First, some of
the deficiencies of traditional preparation programs
are outlined. Next, ways in which shared decision
making and decentralization have affected princi-
pals’ preservice training needs are described. Subse-
quent sections discuss the application of
problem-basec learning to educational administra-
tor trainine _cograms, the need for strategic think-
ing skill., and the importance of collaboration
among state agencies, school districts, professional
associations. and other agencies for fundamental
change. (Contains 7 references.) (LMI)

RIE MAR 1993
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Renchler, Ron

Financial Equity in the Schools. ERIC Digest,
Number 76.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management,
Eugene, Oreg.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
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Pub Date—Dec 92

Contract—RI88062004

Note—3p.

Available from—Publication Sales, ERIC Clearing-
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(free; $2.50 postage and handling). .
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Descriptors—Court Litigation, *Educational Eq-
uity (Finance), *Educational Finance, *Educa-
tional Opportunities, Elementary Secondary
Education, Equalization Aid, Expenditure per
Student, Finance Reform, *School District
Spending

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Issues in school funding inequities are discussed in

this Digest, which points out that funding inequity

exists among inner-city, rural, and urban schools.

The extent of the disparities that exist in per-pupil

spending between wealthy and poor school districts

within states is described. Reasons for funding ineg-
uities include the built-in inequity of school district
financing and the inefficiency of the state equalizing
formulas. A review of recent court rulings between

1968 and 1990 reveais that although the courts

overturned many financing plans, clear guidelines

for remedying the fiscal inequity have not been pro-
vided. A review of literature indicates that school

expenditures per se are not generally related to im-

proved student academic performance. However,

the way in which educational funding is used affects
student achievement. Future issues to be addressed
are financial equity across states and among schools

at the state level. (Contains 11 references.) (LMI)
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Descriptors—*Cross Age Teaching, Elementary
Secondary Education, Instructional Effective-
ness, *Language Arts, *Peer Teaching, Program
Descriptions, *Tutoring

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Answering a variety of questions about cross-age

and peer tutoring, this digest provides information
on how tutoring programs are organized, how to
start programs, why tutoring programs are effective,
and what the critical ingredients of peer programs
are. The digest briefly discusses two examples of
effective programs recognized by the National Dif-
fusion Network (1992), as well as a program focus-
ing on the language arts, particularly reading and
oral comprehension, and using language-based
games and activities. (RS)
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Gladding, Samuel T.

The Expressive Arts in Counseling. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel
Services, Ann Arbor, Mich.
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Available from—ERIC/CAPS, 2108 School of Ed-
ucation, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Ml
48109-1259.
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Descriptors—®Art  Expression, *Art Therapy,

*Counseling Techniques, *Creative Art
Identifiers—ERIC Digests

Art has played a part in the helping professions
since ancient times. In recent times, there has been
renewed interest in the use of the arts in counseling,
especially art forms that are considered “expres-
sive.” Counselors can help their clients develop
their potential through concrete and abstract verbal
and nonverbal art forms. To do so, it is important for
counselors to understand the arts and how they can
be useful in counseling. The expressive arts consist
of verbal and nonverbal ways of representing feel-
ings. The most well known verbal arts are drama and
literature, while the best krown nonverbal arts are
music, dance, imagery, and visual expression (draw-
ing, painting, sculpting). While there are numerous
ways to usz the expressive arts in counseling, the
needs of the client, the skills of the counselor, and
the nature of the problem must be main consider-
ations when using the arts therapeutically. Expres-
sive arts can be used on primary, secondary’, and
tertiary levels of prevention in all forms of counsel-
ing. Counselors must be aware of the limitations as
well as the strengths of using the expressive arts in
counseling. (NB)
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Brammer, Lawrence M.

Coping with Life Transitions. ERIC Digest.
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Descriptors—*Adjustment  (to  Environment),
*Change, *Coping, *Life Events

Identifiers—ERIC Digests, *Life Transitions
A transition is a short-term life change character-

ized by a sharp discontinuity with the past. Exam-
ples of transitions include job changes, marriages,
births, divorces, death, vacations, and relocation.
Transitions can be either positive or negative, vol-
untary or involuntary, on-time or off-time. Life
transitions can be viewed by using metaphors from
classical literature. Counselors can help clients to
view their transitions in terms of personally mean-
ingful metaphors and as significant learning events
on their lifelines. Another way to characterize a life
transition is through the social interaction model in
which a transition is examined in regard to how the
person appraises the event, the nature of the transi-
tion itself, coping resources, and the personal char-
acteristics of the person and environment. A third
way to view transitions construes the transition as a
process of fairly predictzble stages that overlap one
another. Coping attitudes and skills can help indi-
viduals adjust to the transitions in their lives. The
key goal for counse’ars is to teach clients the skills
needed to conceptualize the nature of their transi-
tions and the skills to cop¢ with various stages in the
process. The anticipated outcome i5 client self-man-
agement. (NB)
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Identifiers—ERIC Dlgesrs

Counselors working in the areas of marriage and
family counseling and therapy are expected to work
effectively with couples and families experiencing a
variety of issues and problems. Stcuctural, strategic,
and transgenerational family therapists may seem to
be operating in similar manners, and it appears that
many practicing family therapists go beyond the
limited number of techniques usually associated
with a single theoretical position. A variety of coun-
seling techniques are available to help the family
therapist mobilize the family and promote change.
Examples of techniques that family therapists prac-
tice include the genogram; the family floor plans;
reframing; tracking; communication skill-building
techniques; family sculpting; the use of family pho-
tographs; helping families set aside special days,
mini-vacations, or special outings; the empty chair
technique; family choreography; family council
meetings; strategic alliances; prescribing indecision;
and putting the client in control of the symptom.
Counselors can take these techniques and custom-
ize them according to the presenting problems they
are handling. Creative judgment and personaliza-
tion of appiication are encouraged. (NB)
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ondary Education, Higher Education, School
Counseling, Student Personnel Services

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This set of digests includes 35 two-page articles in

the areas of counseling programs and practices; the-

ory and research; and professional development.

Fourteen articles are presented in the area of pro-

grams and practices. These range from the efficacy -

of school-based drug education programs to learn-
ing styles counseling. Six articles are presented in
the area of theory and research. These range from
challenging troublesome career beliefs to qualitative
research in student affairs. Fifteen articles are pres-
ented in the areca of professional development.
These articles range from accreditation of college
and vaiversity counseling services to marketing
oneself as a professional counselor. The digests were
originally published in 1991 and 1992. Suggestions
for their use are included. (ABL)
ED 350 490 CE 062 428
Imel, Susan
Small Groups in Adult Literacy und Basic Educa-
tion. ERIC Digest No. 130.
ERIC Ciearinghouse on Adult, Career. and Voca-
tional Education, Columbus, Ohio.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-CE-92-130
Pub Date—92
Contract—RI88062005
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—*Adult  Basic Education, Adult
Leamning. *Adult Literacy, *Cooperative Learn-
ing. I".iteracy, Learning Strategies, *Literacy Ed-
uca® n, Program Implementation, *Small Group
Instruction. Student Participation, *Teaching
Methods
ldentifiers—ER " Digests
The use of smal groups in aduit literacy and basic
education has been stimulated by a desire to provide
a more learmer-centered and collaborative leaming
environment. Another set of factors promoting their
use is related to increased use of language experi-
ence or whole langusge as instructional approaches
in adult literacy and basic education. Major advan-
tages of the small group approach are as follows: it
allows for integration of critical thinking, permits
learners to expand their repertoire of learning strat-
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egies, breaks down the isolation and provides peer
support, enha .es learners’ self-esteem, and creates
a cooperative participative environment. There are
three major disadvantages: difficulty in accommo-
dating a wide range of needs and abilities; reconcili-
ation of individuals’ needs with the group’s needs;
negotiation of a learner-centered curriculum; and
more preparation time. Effective groups are small,
learner centered, experiential, cooperative, and par-
ticipatory. Implementation considerations include
selecting and training leaders, assigning leamers to
groups, choosing materials, and assessing learner
progress. (Some resources for further information
about the small group approach are listed. Nine ref-
erences are included.) (YLB)
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Civic knowledge, skills, and the disposition to use
them to achieve a vision of the community that is
desired can be furthered through purposefully struc-
tured civic education. Informed judgment and ac.
tion with regard to the public’s affairs is the goal of
adult civic education. The integral elements of adult
civic education are information, values, and action.
An objective in adult civic education should be to
help citizens learn how to use the aid of experts and
qualified professionals in making public policy deci-
sivms while limiting it to citizen review and control.
£.nother problem for adult civic education is to help
learners develop civic virtue as a basis for acting
when their involvement in a public issue in the first
place is often driven by emotional investment in a
special interest, deflecting attention from a larger
view of public responsibilities. The ultimate objec-
tive of civic education is to help citizens learn to be
morally responsible actors. Adult educators have
responsibility to serve as advocates, not of specific
choices or solutions to public issues. but of thought-
ful and deliberate choice that is a prelude to action.

(YLB)
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In many respects, career education has never been

needed more than it is today. The need to keep

abreast of technological change and to participate

effectively in today’s high-performance workplace

requires each worker to possess a set of basic cor-

petencies and a foundation of skills and personal

qualities. The competencies. foundation skills, and

qualities identified by the Secretary’s Commission

on Achieving Necessary Skills encompass two key

tenets of career education-infusion and careers em-

phasis. These two principles are critical in develop-

ing the work force. Although not specificaily termed

) as 15

infusion, the following career programs incorporate
the concepts of integration of academic and voca-
tional education and can make vital contributions in
preparing workers for the changing workplace: ca-
reer information and guidance systems, youth ap-
prenticeship, youth community service.
career-oriented secondary school programs and cur-
ricula, and tech prep. The benefits of career educa-
tion can probably best be maximized by working

with educators in other disciplines. (Contains 10

references.) (YLB)
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The skills most often mentioned in definitions of

critical thinking are the ability to think creatively,

make decisions, solve problems, visualize, reason,
analyze, interpret, and know how to learn. Voca-
tional educatiagn should be 1nvolved in developing
thinking skills for the following reasons: occupa-
tions are becoming more reliant on cognitive capaci-
ties; the changing work environment requires
flexibility and adaptability to changing conditions;
and vocational education provides a real-world con-
text for cognitive development. Teaching strategies
to develop these skills can be based on three types
of cognitive theories: information processing,
knowledge structure, and social history. Johnson
and Thomas (1992) present five general principles
and related teaching methods that integrate all
three: help students organize knowledge, build on
what students already know, facilitate information
processing, facilitate deep thinking through elabora-
tion, and make thinking processes explicit. Teacher
behaviors that promote cognitive development and
characteristics of classroom environments that sup-
port higher order thinking have been identified. Ap-
plications in vocationat education go beyond giving

a lesson or two on thinking skills, as exampies in

technology education. home economics. agricul-

ture, and cooperative education show. (Contains 11

references.) (YLB)

ED 350 380 UD 028 909

Inger. Morton

Increasing the School Involvem:nt of Hispanic
Parents. ERIC/CUE Digest Number 80.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education. New
York. N.Y.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-UD-92-3; ISSN-0889-8049

Pub Date—Aug 92

Contract—RI188062013

Note-—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban
Education, Teachers College, Box 40. Columbia
University, New York, NY 10027 (free).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (07D)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Economically Disadvantaged. Edu-
cational Discrimination, Elementary Secondary
Education, Ethnic Discrimination, Family Char-
acteristics, Family Role, Guidelines, *Hispanic
Americans, *Limited English Speaking, *Low In-
come Groups, Outreach Programs. Parent Atti-
tudes, *Parent Participation, Parent School
Relationship, *School Role, *Spanish Speaking

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
A review was undertaken of strategies for increas-

ing Hispanic American parental involvement in

their children’s schools. Despite the continued
strong extended family support for child rearing in
the Hispanic American community, parent partici-
pation .in their children’s education is quite low.
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Studics show that many Hispanic Americans regard
the educational institution as one in which they can
have no influence. School personnel have inter-
preted a general reserve on the part of Hispanic
American parents to mean a lack of interest in edu-
cation. Other research indicates that the extended
Hispanic American family is a possibly important
resource for schools seeking the support of their
parent community. Examples of scheal efforts to
remove barriers to Hispanic American family par-
ticipation havé included parent training sessions.
adult literacy programs, and several programs sup-
ported by private Hispanic American organizations.
Extensive recommendations culled from the efforts
of educators and community groups include easy
participation. extra manpower for outreach efforts,
gradually increasing involvement for parents. per-
sonal efforts to involve parents, home visits, first
meeting at a site away from school, and agenda that
arc developed from the parents’ concerns as well as
the schools’ ‘concerns. Included are a list of five
resource agencies and six references. (JB)
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Teaching art from a multicultural point of view

can enhance art curricula by celebrating diversity

and promoting social equity for all students. This
bulletin is written in two parts. In part 1, ideas are
presented o help art teachers use resources that

reflect a multicultural point of view. In part 2, a

bibliography of instructional resources is annotated

to help teachers make selections and extend their
curricula with multicultural concepts. {Author)
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This digest provides basic information and re-

sources on visual impairments. Legal and educa-
tional definitions are given for “legally blind.”
~partially  sighted.” “visually handicapped.”
~blind.” and “low vision"”. Typical characteristics of
individuals with visual impairments in the areas of
cognitive and social development are noted Educa-
tional implications are identified. including main.
strcaming, special services needed. and effects of
additional disabilities Fourteen organizational re-
sources are listed and a bibliography of six items is
provided (DB)
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This Digest introduces dance as an art form char-
acterized by use of the human body as a vehicle of
expression. Organized into three sections, the first
examines the rationale for dance programs in educa-
tion. presenting opportunities for development of
critical thinking and analytical skills; cooperation
and teamwork: self-expression and self-esteem:; or-
ganization and problem solving: cultural literacy:
and communicating emotions through movement.
Section 2 discusses the status of dance education.
Fifteen states have developed dance curriculum
guidelines. Many of the curriculum guides contain
specific content, goals. objectives. and limited mea-
surable outcomes for such areas as techniques for
social, modern, and ethnic dance; aesthetic percep-
tion; kinesthetic sense; creative expression; chore-
ography; and dance criticism. In elementary and
secondary schools dance is usually taught as part of
the physical education curriculum by physical edu-
cators. A number of magnet programs, located
throughout the country, draw students because of a
special interest or ability. The final section. on issues
in dance education, addresses professional prepara-
tion: teacher certification: multiculturalism in dance
education: and research needs. (LL)
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This ERIC digest explores aspects of post-mod-

ernism in art and art education. The adoption of

. post-modern attitudes by art educators must result

in the generation of different. but no less difficult
questions about the nature of formal education. Sup-
port for this argument comes from recent art educa-
tion publications supplemented by relevant, but
more general, material about post-modernism. A
9-item list of references is included. (Author)
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This ERIC digest presents a rationale for teaching
students about their rights and responsibilities as
citizens under the U.S. Constitution. Social studies
teachers have a special role in shaping the lives of
young citizens and influencing whether students be-
come politically involved adults. Specific constitu-
tional rights such as rhe right of a criminal suspect
to legal representation and the bar on the imposition
of cruel and unusual punishment are raised as im-
portant subjccts for students to understand. Meth-
ods of teaching about these rights are suggested
Student rights and responsibilities under the U.S.
Constitution also are discussed. (DB)
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In 1991, the 50th anniversary of the United

States’ entrance into World War 11 was observed.

This is an opportune time to reevaluate and renew

the teaching of this cataclysmic event. Most people

have been affected by the political. economic, and

social consequences of the War. But perhaps the

mcst important reason to rededicate ourselves to

teaching about World War 11 is that the experience

is still near enough in time to provide retrospective

interest for those who lived through it and to spark

intellectual curiosity among those unborn at the

time. (Author)
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Civic education “means explicit and continuing
study of the basic concepts and values underlying
our democratic political community and constitu-
tional erder” (Butts 1988, 184). It draws its content
chiefly from four disciplines: political science, juris-
prudence, history, and economics. Political science
and jurisprudence provide an understanding of
ideas, institutions, and procedures about law and
government that protect individual rights and pro-
mote a government based on lav, majority rule with
mnority rights. and the public good. The study of
history gives us knowledge of our country’s past,
who we are as a people. end our successes and fail-
ures In realizing our country’s political and legal
1deals. And economies offcrs knowledge about how
to use scarce resources to satisfy human needs and
wants within a constitutional government based on
the values of democracy and individual rights. How-
cver, language education, too. makes an important
contribution to civic education (Author)
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The voyage of Columbusin 1492 is a turning point

n world history. After 1492, people and civiliza-

tions of long-separated regions began to develop

connections that have led to the incipient global

community of the 1990s. It is their global signifi-

cance that justifies a prominent place in today's cur-

riculum for the four voyages of Columbus to the

Western Hcmxsphcrc not the mere fact of their

500th anniversary in 1992 and thereafter. Educa-

tors. thercfore. should use the Columbian Quin-

centenary as a ripe time to renew and reform

teaching and learning about these events of long ago

that still affect most peoples and places of our world

today. (Author)
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This digest provides an overview of Native Amer-

ican demography. ecducation. employment. and
health conditions. In the 1990 census. 1.9 million
Americans claimed American Indian status and
over 5 million indicated Indian descent. About
637.000 lived on reservations or trust lands. while
over 250.000 lived in citirs. Half of Native Ameri-
cans lived in 6 states and belonged to 10 of the over
$00 U.S. tribes and bands. The Navajo reservation,
by far the largest, had 143.000 residents. American
Indians were about 7 ycars younger and had a fertil-
ity rate about twice the U.S, average (but the birth-
rate is not increasing). Infant mortality has
decreased drastically 1n recent years, resulting in a
large increase of young Natives. The Native death
rate from alcohol-related causes was threc times
higher than in the gencral population. Native Amer-
1cans on reservations and in rural areas have high
uncmployment and poverty rates. but many arc
starting new busincsses. Tribal control or influcnce
over etementary and secondary education of Indian
children 1s increasing, and some public schools are
becoming more responsive to the spacial needs of
Indian students. There has been a major increase in
Native American college attendance: attendance
reached 103.000 in 1990, and the 24 triba. colleges
have rapidly increasing enrollments. Native Ameri-
can world views differ markedly from Euro-
pcan-based beliefs but seem to be moving nto the
mainstrecam. The current gencration of Native
youth must choose between traditional Native and
ma-nstream American lifestyles. or struggle to bal.
ar.e productive elements of both (SV)
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Literature is a powerful vehicle for the transmis-
sion and interpretation of culture. Reading a variety
of literature helps students to understand the princi-
ples underpinning values and traditions of their own
culture and the cultures of others. Studying the
myths. legends. and songs of traditional Native lit-
erature helps readers understand contemporary Na-
tive literature and appreciate its differences from
the mainstream. However, the accepted cancas of
literature exclude works by American Indians and
Alaska Natives. Furthermore. the few literary
works about Native Americans that have secured a
place in the secondary school curriculum were writ-
ten by non-Natives, are unauthentic. portray cul-
tural information inaccurateiy, and perpetuate
negative stereotypes. Over the centuries, the stereo-
typical Native American in literature has shified
from simple. superstitious child of God to
blood-thirsty savage to noble savage to victimized
dispossessed nomad. Non-Native writers today
continue to portray Native people as the “other™
when they acknowledge their existence at all. It is
only by creating and widely circulating their own
literature that Native peoples can become a part of
the American “ourness” and take their rightful
place in the American literary canon. It is time for
secondary schools to iriroduce their students to the
growing body of Nati- ¢ literature. This digest con-
tains 17 references a1 d suggested readings for sec-
ondary students. (SV
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This digest discusses the integration of Mexi-

can-American history and culture into social studies

curriculum. Teaching Mexican-American history
and culture 1s a means of improving educational
attainment among Mexican- Americans, of develop-
ing “ethnic literacy™ among all students. and help-
mg them understand their uniqueness while
improving their self-esteem. It is important to select
texts and other curriculum materials that accurately
and realistically represent the Mexican-American
experience. Many such classraom materials present
information that 1s of superficial value or that por-
trays \dcxlcan Americans in unrcalistic "hero™ or

“victim™ roles. Aside from good curriculum matert-
als, it 1s reccommended that teachers and other edu-
cators have effective preservice and inservice
training for teaching Mexican-American history
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and culture. Also important is a favorable school
cnvironment. fostered by extracurricular activities
and other cuitural events reflecting values of ethnic
diversiry. In conclusion, integrating Mexican:
American history and culture into social studies is
an important goal that requires effective staff devel-
opment, a healthy school environment, and accu-
rate materials that represent the diversity of the
Mexican-American experience. This digest includes
an examplar bibliography. (TES)

ED 348 1¥9 RC 018 907

Pavel, D. Michael

The Emerging Role of Tribal College Libraries in
Indian Education. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Educstion and Small
Schools. Charleston, WV.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-RC-92-4

Pub Date—Aug 92

Contract—R188062016

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC/CRESS. Appalachia Edu-
cationai Laboratory, P.O. Box 1348, Charleston.
WV 25325 (free).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—®* American Indian Education. Ameri-
can Indians. *College Libraries, Communiy Col-
leges. Community Resources. *Developing
Institutions. Elementary Secondary Education.
Higher Education, *Institutional Cooperation. Li-
brary Development. *Library Role. Tribes

Identifiers—ER!IC Digests, *Tribally Controllez
Schools
Two recent studies clarify the growing importance

of tribal college libraries in the overall tribal effort

to educate Indian people. Cheryl Duran (1991) ap-
plied Flamhoitz’s organizational development
model to the role of libraries in the development of
tribal colleges. During t'1e new venture, expansion,
professional, and conactidation stages, respectively.

tribal college libraries determine the information
needs of the college and community. develop basic
library resources and capabilities. satisfy standards
for accreditation and acceptance within the larger
cducational community, and forge working relation-
ships among themselves and other non-Indian insti-
tutions. Cheryl Metoyer-Duran (1992) interviewed
tribal college presidents about the expanding role of
tribal college libraries in Indian communities. Tribal
college presidents reported that the activities of
these libraries are related to the preservation of
tribal culture, tribal economic development efforts,
and developing information resources and provid-
ing services for local elementary and secondary
schools and the community. Libraries are an impor-
tant part of the ongoing crusade for self-determina-
tion. Their presence influences curriculum,
instruction. and administration at all levels of Indian
education. (SV)
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This digest contrasts the traditional view of learn-

ing characterstic of classtoom instruction with the

emecrging “constructivist™ v.ew that emphasizes the
understanding of how and why students learn The
latter takes learning as a knowledge construction
process that closcly relates to prior knowledge and
the learning context. It lends itsclf to outdoor edu-
cation n helping students develop the skills and
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dispositions of thinking. Cognitive and social psy-
chology research findings support the practice of
outdoor education. Qutdoor educators are uniquely
qualified to apply these findings to their practice, as
outdoor education provides a meaningful context in
which students are directly involved in knowledge
construction. Outdoor educators should review and
sample the many programs available to teach think-
ing skills in order to discover appropriate theoretical
bases for their students, the settings in which they
teach. and for their own teaching styles. If th.:
emerging literature on thinking is correct aboac
lcarning. teachers will eventually use what they
learn to construct their own instructional models
and routines. Sample applications to outdoor in-
quiry include meeting experts on the job, thinking
aloud together. forming concepts from experience.
cxamining natural and cultural objects. using out-
door social groups. and generating interest ag ques-
tions. (LF)
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Achieving equity in the number of American

Indian and Alaskan Native students who enter col-
lege and subsequently graduate is important to Na-
uves and to the nation as a whole. Based on
institutional data and demographic data, state eg-
uty scores for enrollment (ESEs) and state equity
scores for graduation (ESGs) were computed for
seven states with relatively large Native populu-
tions. The findings indicate that, in general. the
number of Native students enrolled in four-year in-
stitutions needs to double in order to achieve equity
of Native enrollment in the 1990s. and the number
of students graduating from four-year institutions
nceds to increase considerably for Natives to attain
cquity. Two longitudinal studies examined time-de-
pendent factors that influence postsecondary enroll-
ment and graduation. McEvans and Astin found
that Native students were likely to enroll in public
four-year colleges and universities. and to have the
lowest retention rates among all ethnic groups.
Pavel and Padilla’s study suggested that both inten-
tions in high school and academic integration on
campus are central to postsecondary outcomes. Sev-
cral qualitative studies suggest that cthnic enclaves
help minority students “'scale down’" the complexi-
ties of the campus environment and that advisors
chosen by students who were ethnically matched to
them were most effective. Achieving equity in par-
ticipation and graduation also depends on maintain-
ing continuity with K-12 schools in terms of
parcntal involvement, community-based curricu-
lum. appropriate teaching styles. and caring teach-
ers and administrators. (KS)
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This digest reviews the concepts of “culture’ and
*multicultural education” and advocates multicul-
tural education for rural schools. Culture applies to
any group with coherent norms and traditions that
help members engage the world around them. Mul-
ticuitural education secks to create an environment
in which students can understand, respect. and ulti-
mately value cultural diversity. Multicultural educa-
tion in rural schools merits attention for several
reasor.s, including the changing character of rural
life and educational needs and the increasing cthric
and cultural diversity of American society. Three
considerations bear on making multicultural educa-
tion work in rural schools: (1) to reduce cultural
isolation and to gain A muiticultural perspective. stu-
dents should first learn about their own culture in
order for them to understand and respect other cul-
tures; (2) school practices to address cultural diver-
sity arc varied. but attention to the following arcas
are critical for success-mission, staffing. curriculum
and instruction, home and community linkages, ex-
tracurricular activities, and student characteristics;
and (3) evidence exists that multiculturai education
is important in making schooling more relevant, de-
creasing racial stereotyping. and increasing the
sclf-confidence of ethnic minority students. Multi-
cultural education can help individuals and commu-
nities value and preserve their cwn cultural
uniqueness and can also serve the same function
more generally so that the American multiculutural
society values and preserves itself. (LP)
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The first Montessori school was founded in Rome
in 1907. There was interest in Montessori's methods
n the United States between 1910 and 1920, but
these methods were forgotten until after 1950, when
asecond Montessori movement began in the United
States. Some schools with Montessori programs are
affiliated with the Association Montessori Interna-
tionale or the American Montessori Society. Most
public elementary schools, however, have no such
affiliation. Characteristics of elementary Montes-
sori schools include: (1) students’ involvement in
individual or small group activity of their choice; (2)
an attitude of cooperation rather than competition:
(3) an emphasis on student’s individual responsibil
ity: and (4) a 3-year range in the age of students.
Data from a study of 63 school districts that offered
Montessori programs during school yecar 1990-91
are cited. Problems related to the implementation of
Montessori programs in public schools are then dis-
cussed. One problem is that of admission criteria,
especially the question of whether only children
who have had preschool Montessori expernience
should be enrolled in ¢lementary Montessori pro-
grams However, the greatest problem in siarung
and maintaining a public school Montesson pro-
gram is the lack of qualified teachers. Rescarch indi-
cates that 1n spite of these difficultics. Montesson
programs ar¢ a popular alternative to traditional
public school education (BC)
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Interfering with the ability of community colleges
to face the challenges involved in fulfilling their
multipie missions is he fact that the colleges are
often regarded as “inferior” when compared to
four-year baccalaurcate institutions. lronically,
many of the concessions that community colicges
havs made to gain stature have hurt, rather than
enhanced., their image. Shifting to the academic cal-
cndar, and to a collegiate credit system. has hin-
dered occupational program dclivery. while
adopting general education requirements has exac-
erbated credit transfer problem:s for community col-
lege transfer students. In no are is the imbalance of
status felt more deeply than tronsf+r. Faculty at
four-year schools often regard community college
transfer students as inferior, even though they per-
form as well academically as native students. More-
over, four-year institutions dominate decisions
about transfer and are unlikely to relinquish control
unless forced to do so by accrediting agencies or
state mandate. This imbalance of power has sup-
pressed the community colleges’ freedom to set cur-
riculum. particularly limiting interdisciplinary and
innovative course offerings. Yet, community col-
leges continue to serve successfully a diverse anc
growing population, performing critical and often
disparatc functions under heavy constraints. Exam-
ples of posiiive collaboration between two- and
four-year institutions do exist. Commurity colleges
need not live in the shadow of baccalaureate institu-
tions; cqual partnership between two- and four-year
schools is vital to achieving cffective education for
the natian's citizens. (MAB)
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Practitioners at all levels of education have begun
to recognize that addressing the complex social and
environmental problems of the future will require
individuals capable of reflective and critical
thought. Critical thinking has been defined as utiliz-
ing a number of cognitive processes and attitudes
that undergird intelligent action in diverse situa-
tions and ficlds. Criucal thinkers arc able to discern
the thought patterns and beliefs in the works of
others. and to reflect upon their own behefs. deci-
sions, and actions. Much of community college in-
struction is delivered through traditional lectures.
which promote Jower-order learning involving rote
memorization In order to facilitate cnucal think-
ing. instructors will need to change their means of
presenting information. by cmphasizing open-ended
questions and othe techniques that encourage anal-
ysis, problem-solving, conceptualization, self-reflee-
tion, and the apphcation of knowledge to the real
world Some educators contend that writing 15 ¢ru-
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cial to critical thinking, because the act of producing
written work stimulates new thinking and new dis-
coveries. Others suggest focusing on students’
“why"* questions, having students analyze the infor-
mation presented in the textbook to identify the
forms of inquiry used to generate it, examine critical
analyses of texts, and develop their own criticisms
drawing on personal exprience. Many community
colleges have begun to implement crit’zal thinking
programs of their own, most of which begin with
seminars for the instructors, focusing on curriculum
redesign. coaching, evaluation. and follow-up. Pro-
moting critical thinking will require changes not
only in teaching practices, but also in the curricula
and mission of community colleges. (MAB)
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The Internet is a worldwide network of computer

networks. In the Unitcd States. the National Sci-

ence Foundation Network (NSFNet) serves as the

Interne: “backbone™ (a very high speed network

that connects key regions across the country). The

NSFNet will likely evolve into the National Re-

search and Education Network (NREN) as defined

in the High Performar - Computing Act of 1991.

For the Internet to exist, there must be connections

between computers and agreements on how they are

to communicate. These connections, which can
consist of any of a variety of communication media
or methods, are usually established within areas or
regions by the particular networking organization
with authority ur economic interestin that area. The

Transmission Control Protocol/Internct Protocol

(TCP/1P) currently defines how Internet comput-

ers. from personal computers to mainframes. are to

communicate. Electroric mail (e-mail) can be used
by two Internet users to exchange messages with
each other. distribute messages to a list of subserib-
ers, support electronic discussions, of distribute
clectronic journals (e-journals). The Telnet facility
for remote login enables computer users to establish
connections with bibliographic databases. campus
information systems of various universities, full-text
databases. data files. and other online services. The

File Transfer Protocol enables the user to transfer

virtually any kind of file that can be stored on a

computer from one Internet-connected computer to

another. Tools such as Gogher. WAIS, and World

Wide Web make information on the network easter

to locate and use. Although the usc of NSFNet has

been limited to non-profit research and educational
uses, dizlogues have recently begun about commer-
cialization and privatization of the its infrastructure.

(10 references) (BBM)
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The field of educational technology was built on
the positivist, modernist search for a best medium
towards universa; communication and the teaching
of predetermined behavior and thinking patterns.
Once. this medium was thought to be motion pic-
tures. then television, then programmed instruction,
and today it is hoped that it will be instructional
systems development, intelligent tutoring systems.
and microcomputers. The past emphasis of educa-
tional technology on automated delivery systems
favors the biases of the industrial, scientific. modern
era. However, postmodernism is a philosophic ap-
proach that questions all dimensions, including the
positivist, scientific paradigm of linear progress. In
the postmodern context there is no one best way to
communicate and to educate. To realize this is to
begin to think as a postmodernist. Postmodern
thinking has entered the maiastream of educational
technology theory and practice. It can no longer be
perceived as neutral or as leading inevitably to
progress. The hidden power within educational
technology can influence education. training, cur-
riculum, and people. Yet it can make a difference
through rigorous philosophic thinking. rethinking.
deconstructing and criticizing. In short. educational
technology is becoming postmodern. (15 refer-
cnces) (Author/BBM)
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Due in part to the 1989 passage of the Drug-Free

Schools and Communities Act Amendments, new
programs designed 1o educate college administra-
tors. faculty. and students about alcohol and other
drug abuse have taken new directions and dimen-
sions, involving both campuses and locai communi-
ties in the process. The higher education community
has responded with development of the Network of
Colleges and Universities Committed to the Elimi-
nation of Drug and Alcohol Abuse. a coalition of
institutions initiated by the Department of Educa-
tion"s Office of Educational Research and Improve-
ment and coordinated to eradicate campus
substance abuse. The ERIC Clearinghouse on
Higher Education will process about 600 selected
descriptions of campus programs from Network
member institutions for inclusion in a file -sithin the
ERIC database. The programs show a wide varicty
in design. focus, and scope. in areas such as mentor-
ing, peer intervention, pledges and contracts, and
demonstrations. The program descriptions also
show that individual institutions and student organi-
zations themselves are following through with situa-
tion-specific remcdies that serve not only the
campus community but also the larger society Con-
tains 10 references (GLR)
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This brief report summarizes a longer document
with the same title. It reviews the need to better
manage higher education expenses in light of budget
cuts and reductions in appropriations and other pub-
lic services. It is noted that tuition. although increas-
ing. has been increasing at a slower rate since 1981.
Also, faculty salaries have not increased sufficiently
to compensate for losses attributed to inflation, ad-
ministration costs have risen as much as two per-
centage points over the past decade, greater
pressures have been brought to bear on institutions
to fund student aid. and endowment earnings arc at
their lowest in a decade. Institutions of higher edu-
cation caught in the revenue/cost squeeze now have
a variety of cost control management options open
to them, some of which have alrcady been adopted.
The diversity, although great, suggests some com-
mon themes as part of a cost management stratcgy.
These include specifying the mission of the institu-
tion: setting priorities among the programs and
building a data base of trends and projections about
revenues and costs: and applying break-even analy-
sis to determine which programs are financially
self-supporting. which are breaking even. and which
require subsidies. Contains 7 references. (GLR)
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This brief report summarizes a longer document

with the same title. It reviews how college faculty

are increasingly collaborating to do much of their
work. It notes that the two principal forms of collab-
oration, teaching and research, are often distinctive
arrangements deper.ding on the field of study. insti-
tutional cnvironment, and task requirecments. How-
ever. controversy surrounds the usc of collaboration
offorts. mostly because of inequitable uses of power
and influence by some team members, the loss of
professional identity, and problems nvolving integ-
rity. Listed are ways in which administrators can
foster collaboration, such as 1n resource allocation;
developing supportive policies rewarding collabora-
uve efforts. both publicly and privately, and the re-
moval of certain organizational barriers Key steps
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in the coliaborative pro.ess are typically: (1) choose
collcagues or team members: (2) divide the labor;
(3) establish work guidelines; and (4) terminate the
collaboration. Finally, it is recommended that more
qualitative and quantitative rescarch be done in col-
laboration to help remove the myths about this pro-
cess and enhance opportunitics for a successful
experience. Contains 12 references. (GLR)
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This brief report summarizes a longer documant
with the same title. It reviews the reshaping of tic
college undergraduate curriculum in order to meet
the new and compelling issues of the future such as
accommodating diversc races and ethnic groups. in-
corporating global perspectives on the environment,
and dealing more effectively with the human dimen-
sions of education. It 1s suggested that a firmer grasp
is nceded on what the curriculum is as an idea, and
what language and terminology can best describe it
and give it operational definition. Further suggested
is a careful review of the criticisms, and recommen-
dations that confront the collegiate curriculum.
There 1s 2lso a need for a continuous self-analysis
dealing with what the academic profession is and
what its condition of practice should be. Finally, a
need exists for a wider understanding of the organi-
zation and its content. going from a preparation
stage to an action phase that recognizes the shape of
change and the forces of culture within which it
moves. Contains 10 selected references. (GLR)
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This brief report summarizes a monograph of the

same title. Evidenee of increasing interest in high

school-callege partnerships is presented. Among
the reasons cited for renewed interest are. changing
student population, students’ frequent lack of skills
preparedness, and the awarencss of a need for new
models of inservice staff development for high
school teachers It 1s further noted that although

some differences still exist between high school and
college cultures, thesc differences can be overcome
through appropriate, planning and sensitivity to di-
vergent, as well as congrueat, institutional goals and
cultures. Examples of forms that partnerships take
include concurrent-enrollment models: enrichment,
compensatory., and motivational  designs:
teacher-to-teacher cducation; mentoring/tutoring
models: and school ir drovement and restructuring
efforts. The five key r<.ommendations for develop-
ing high school-college partnerships listed are: (1)
identify the student population and program goals;
(2) contact local high scnools and school districts:
(3) determine costs: (4) develop community sup-
port; and (5) cvaluate for program uaprovement. It
is suggested that there is need for more resczrch in
three ma,or arcas: descriptive: procedural analysis;
and outcomes analysis. (GLR)
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This ERIC digest looks at how college faculty can

use cooperative learning principles to ensure that

students actively create their own knowledge and
work together to achieve shared learning goals. The
first section describes cooperative learning and rec-
ommends training professors to apply an overall
system to build cooperative activities, lessons, and
strategics. The following section discusses concrete
ways in which to implement cooperative learning
organized around three approaches: (1) formail
learning groups which last for various lengths of
time to complete a specific task or assignment )
informal learning groups which arc temporary, ad
hoc groups which last for only one discussion or one
class period: and (3) base groups which are
long-term, heterogeneous cooperative learning
groups with stable membership whose primary re-
sponsibility is to provide cach student the support,
encouragement, and assistance needed to progress
ac.demically. A final section mentions that over

600 studics have supported the efficacy of coopera-

tive learning and emphasizes the role that faculty

play in creating the experience. Three references are
included. (IB)
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This digest provides a detailed description of the

Program in Interpreung and Translaung at Hen-

ot-Watt University in Edinburgh. Scotland Speaific

FL 020 779
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sections address the following: (1) the degree em-
phasis: (2) formal training and professional rele-
vance: (3) departmental provision for interpreting
and translating: (4) the expertise and experience of
staff; and (5) careers of graduates in Britain, Europe.
and abroad. (VWL)
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1n cooperative learning. students work together in

small groups on tasks that require cooperation and

interdependence among ali individuals in cach

group. This digest looks at how cooperative learning

can be used as an effective method for working with

students from diverse language backgrounds. Focus

is specifically on the structural approach to coopera-

tive learning, which is based on the creation, analy-

sis. and systematic application of structures or

content-free ways of orgam:zing social interaction

the classroom. An overview of selected cooperative

learning structurcs is provided as well as a bnief

descriptior. of each structure and its academic and

social functions. (VWL)
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This digest focuses on the .*merican Council on

the Speaking of Forcign Languages (ACTFL)

Speaking Proficiency Guidclines. The history and

development of the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines

(originally, the ACTFL Provisional Proficiency

Guidelines) are reviewed, the generic characteris-

tics of cach level of the speaking guidelines are pres-

ented in detail, and the Oral Proficiency Interview

(OP1). a face-to-face speaking test, is described. Ad-

ditional information is provided on how to learn

more about the ACTFL Guidelines and the OPIL.

and a 12-item bibliography is included. (VWL)
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Development, *Second Language Learning.

Study Abroad
ldentifiers—ERIC Digests

After more than a decade of intensive experimen-
tation and development. the ficld of interdisciplin-
ary language and business studics is firmly
cstablished in U.S. higher education. Academia has
responded to national needs. as evidenced by such
programs as the Language and International Trade
program at Eastern Michigan University. Various
government agencics. foundations. and federal leg-
islation such as the National Security Education
Act and the Omnibus Trzde Act proy ide support for
such studies. Many programs irclude co-curricular
components. with practical experience for students
working in a company. In addition. an increasing
variety of training opportunitics exist for language
teachers wishing to learn how to teach business for-
cign languages. business practices, and aspects of
foreign culture that affect business relations. Profes-
sional associations as well as institutions of higher
cducation are involved. It is concluded that these
cfforts and other educational reforms will allow the
United States to compete and cooperate more cffec-
tively in the new global community. Contains 18
references. (LB)
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Given recent research that encourages more fre-
quent use of the discussion method in teaching. this
digest reviews the role of instructional conversa-
tions (1Cs) in sccond language learning. 1Cs. instruc-
tional in content and conversational in quality, offer
natural and spontanecous language interactions that
are free from the didactic characteristics normally
aseaciated with formal teaching. ICs also are more
in line with a shift toward a *‘constructivist™ curricu-
lum with students expected to actively construct
their own knowledge and understanding, and with
the teacher playing a role as facilitator of learning.
Elements important in the 1C model arc as follows:
thematic focus; activization and use of background
and relevant schemata: direct teaching: promotion
of more complex language and expressions; promo-
tion of bases for statements or positions: fewer
“known-answer" questions: responsiveness to stu-
dent contributions; connected discourse: challeng-
ing. but non-threatening, atmosphere: and general
participation. including sclf-selected turns. 1Cs ap-
pear to be particularly suited to certain educational
goals, such as analysis of literary or historical
themes. learning and understanding complex con-
cepts. mathematical reasoning, applying quantita-
tive understandings. considering various
perspectives on issues. and oral of written composi-
tion. Contains 12 references. (LB)
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Strategics for dealing cffectively with sexual ha-
rassment in the cducational organization arc pres-
ented in this document. ldentification of the
problem is complex, compounded by the context in
which it occurs and different male and female per-
ceptions. One starting point for identification is the
1980 federal guidelines passed by the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission (EEQC). Possi-
ble effects on an individual expericneing harassment
are also described. Implications of some recent legal
decisions for schools include the right of victims to
sue school districts and colleges and the need to
seck policy input from women. Guidelines for
adopting a good policy are offered. Steps to prevent
sexual harassment, other than threugh written poli-
cies. include developing an orga .zational climate
free from gender inequalities and providing training
and education. (11 references) (LMD
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The Japanese success story has made W. Edwards

Deming's Total Quality Management (TQM) the-
ory increasingly popular among American manag-
ers, from car manufacturers to educational leaders.
TQM is based on two tenets: the primacy of cus-
tomer satisfaction and the necessity of tapping non-
traditional sources (especially employec ideas) to
institute quality. TQM creates a quality-promoting
cnvironment by advocating workplace changes
based on Deming’s 14 points. condensed into 4 cat-
egories: positive customer relationships. employce
empowerment, continual gathering and use of statis-
tical data, and creation of an environment promot-
ing unity and change. Adapting TQM to
cducational settings means changing teacher aud
student roles and student cvaluation philosophics.
At a Sitka. Alaska high school, students track their
own progress, influence their own education. and
operate their own salmon smoking business. The
school downplays grades and standardized tests in
favor of continuous cvatuation. TQM will fade out
unless the principles of gradual transformation and
continuous improvement are understood and ap-
piicd. Businesscs arc still stressing short-term profits
and individual performance over teamwork and cus-
tomer satisfaction. Although TQM offers no pana-
cea for an ailing educational system. it sheds new
light on educational management. (MLH)
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grams. ERIC Digests. Kentucky. *Multi Age
Grouping
In nongraded education. children of different ages
and ability levels are taught together and make con-
tinuous progress rather than being promoted once
per year. Research studies suppart nongraded pri-
mary education by indicating that young children
vary in their rates of intellcctual development and
learn best through hands-on activities with concrete
materials. In addition. participation in mixed-age
groups has social and cognitive benefits. Teaching
multi-age classes requires more teacher pr=paration
time and knowledge about child development. iute-
grated curriculum, and instructional strategies. The
implementation of nongraded cducation is facili-
tated by the following: (1) understanding «nd sup-
port by teachers and parents; (2) practical training
for teachers: and (3) support by both administrators
and school boards. (MLF)
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This document examines transformational leader-

ship. which focuses on the importance of teainwork

and comprehensive school improvement, as an al-
ternative to other modes of leadership, Transforma-
tional lcadership is contrasted with: (1) instructional
leadership. which encompasses hicrarchies and
leader supervision and usually excludes teacher de-
velopment; and (2) transactional leadership. which
is based on an exchange of services for various kinds
of rewards that the leader controls. at least in part.
The goals of transformational leadership include
helping staff develop and maintain a collaborative,
professional schoot culture; fostering teacher devel-
opment; and helping teachers solve problems more
effectively Strategies of transformationsl leader-
ship arc described. Results include a positive nflu-
ence on teacher collaboration, improved tcacher
attitudes toward school improvement. and altered
instructional behavior However, transformational

leadership should be viewed as only one part of a

balanced approach to creating high performance 1n

schools. (7 references) (LM1)
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This digest addresses the question of health infor-

mation and reporting in the mass media. focusing on

its accuracy and on some researchers’ ideas for im-

proving the quality of the health information that is

disseminated. The digest discusses accuracy in re-
porting. the role of commercial television. advertis-
ing. and the audiences for health messages. The
digest concludes with a list of recommendations for
health communication professionals who want to
fashion effective health messages for the public.

(RS)
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The principal goals of the State University of New

York (SUNY) Brockport's large-scale writing as-
sessment are to determine if a writing program actu-
ally helps students to write better and. if so, whether
that growth can be measured during the college
years. Portfolio assessment has become an attrac-
tive alternative to single-test essay at SUNY Brock-
port If such an assessment technique secems
premature at the placement level. once students are
on campus portfolios make scnse as an outcomes
measure. A commonplace phenomenon confounds
the writing program at Brockport: well over 1.000
transfer students (with markedly uneven writing
skills) enter every year. A second tier of required
writing was cstablished at the “rising-junior” (sec-
ond semester sophomore and incoming tr -nsfer stu-
dents). In the absence of resources 10 support
multiple measures of writing. altenating the sin-
kic-cest essay and portfolio offers the best of both
worlds. (RS)
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Punctuation. the original purpose of which was
clocutionary. evolved a syntactic purpose as silent
reading became more common. Despite the great
similarity of punctuation rules among handbooks
and manuals. punctuation has not been completely
standardized. Punctuation practices vary from
genre to genre. and the “best” fiction and nonfiction
writers punctuate according to their needs. not ac-
cording to the rules. If punctuation is looked at as
a process rather than as product -that is. looked at
as a matter of writer's intent-only two principles are
needed to explain resecarch on punctuation: (1)
punctuate only to achieve clarity and/or effective-
ness: and (2) use a hierarchy of six marks to show
the nature and degree of scparation. Systematizing
the rules and emphasizing principles promises to
make punctuation casier to learn. (RS)
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[t is time for the ficld of student affairs to put aside

its four-decade preoccupation with professional sta-
tus and recognize that its identity as a ficld is essen-
tially an administrative convenience linked by an
allegiance to a common philosophical perspective
on its work and by nature of its clientele and the
milieu in which it is practiced. Attention should be
turned to the development of a fully professional
staff. one that is highly educated and motivated to
serve its student clientele. (ABL)
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Pluralism can be defined as a society in which
members of diverse ethnic. racial. religious. and so-
cial groups maintain participation in and develop-
ment of their traditions and special interests while
cooperatively working toward the interdependence
needed for a nation's unity. Pluralism is being prac-
ticed. taught. and cxpanded in commumty. pre-
school. elementary. high school. and college campus
programs. (ABL)
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The National Career Development Guidelines is

one of several initiatives that has supported the ¢ex-

pansion of state-level career development capacity
and comprehensive, competency-based carcer guid-
ance programs in various local program scttings.

This initiative. sponsored by the National Occupa-

tional Information Coordinating Committee

(NOICC). has provided leverage funding to states

10 support the development and improvement of

comprehensive carcer development programs. The

Guidelines focus on threc broad arcas of program

excellence including program participant compe-

tencics. ofganizational capabilitics. and personnel
requirements. Participant competencies and indica-
tors are organized around threc arcas including
self-knowledge. educational and occupational ¢x-
ploration. and carcer planning. Elementary. middle.
high school. and adult ievels are addressed. (ABL)
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Descriptors—*Counscling Services. *Counsclors.
*Marketing. Professional Development. Public
Opinion. Public Relations

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Marketing is a venue which could help establish

counsclors in the public consciousness so that a mui-

titude of other publics become counselor advecates
and articulate that professional counsclors are
skilled deliverers of services. Marketing strategies
include: walking. talking, and acting proud of self as
a professional; taking pride in total appearance: tak-
ing advantage of sclf-enhancement opportunities:
disptaying professional office decorum; designing
something to market and marketing the outcomes:
joining professional organizations; articulating the
positive; marketing specifics; and being politically
astute. (ABL)
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Descriptors —*Change Agents. Change Strategies.
*Counsclor Role. *Educational Change. Elemen-
tary Sccondary Education. School Counscling.
*School Counselors

Identifiers - ERIC Digests
School counselors have always considered them-

selves to be change agents. Historically, that change

has been related to helping an individual become
aware of behaviors or attitudes that might be affect-
ing hissher success and then guiding that individual

into new ways of acting or thinking. This skill 15




16 Document Resumes

transferable to affecting change in the learning envi-
ronment or the school climate. School counseicrs
need to position themselves as facilitators of that
change. Reform approachee in which school coun-
sclors can become involved include: site-based man-
a2gement: privatization of schools; and restructuring
within schools such as team teaching, flexible sched-
uling, integrated learning. and cooperative learning.

(ABL)
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grams. *Counsclor Educators. Counselor Role.
*Counseclors. *Judges

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
A form of consultation called staff development

or in-service training is the clearest definition of
counsclor consultation with the judiciary. The role
of the counselor educator is uniquely appropriate to
meet the needs of judges. The ability to effectively
utilize a variety of media is most appealing to
judges. The knowledge base of counseling can con-
tribute significantly to the work of judges. particu-
larly juvenile and family court judges. (ABL)

ED 347 489 CG 024 489

England. Joan T.

Building Community for the 21st Century. ERIC
Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel
Services, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Spons Agency--Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvemen: (ED), Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CG-92-23

Pub Date—Dec 92

Contract—R188062011

Note—3p.

Available from - ERIC/CAPS, 2108 School of Ed-
ucation, University of Michigan. Ann Arbor. Ml
48109-1259.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—®*Commurity. Community Character-
astics, *Counsclor Role. Counselors

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Community is 2 state of being together in which

people lower their defenses and learn to accept and
rejoice in differences among people. The character-
1stics of true community are true inclusivity: no one
1s exclusive or excluded. People are social creatures
who desperaiely need cach other not only for com-
pany but for meaning in their lives. Counselors are
the “"human concern providers™ to their communi.
ties. (ABL)
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Descriptors  ®*Accreditatior  (Instituttons).  Ac-
crediting Agencies, *Covunscling Services, Higher
Education. School Counscling

fdentificrs  ERIC Digests

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Accreditation of counscling services on college
campuses is a relatively recent development. These
arcas are covered in accreditation standards: rela-
tionship of counscling center to ¢ cilege community:
counseling service roles: ethical standards: counsel-
ing service personnel; related guidelines: and multi-
ple counseling rgencies. As public accourtability
continues to become more important and as the
professionalism movement continues, one clear way
to establish at least minimal standards for counsel-
ing services is for an agency to seck and achieve
accreditation. (ABL)
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1dentifiers—ERIC Digests

For student affairs, a professional field heretofore
dominated by the positivistic design structure im-
posed by quantitative rescarch methodology and
traditional graduate rescarch courses, an increased
utilization of an alternative methodology. the quali-
tetive, would lead to a greatly expanded rarge of
researchable questions. The use of qualitative re-
scarch approaches can greatly expand the breadth
and depth of the understanding of the student in
higher education as a developing participant in his
or her own learning process. (ABL)
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Descriptors—Change Agents. *Change Strategics.
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*Counselor Role

Identifiers—ERIC Digests. Positive Uncertainty
Positive Uncertainty is a flexible. ambidextrous

approach to managing change. which encourages

the usc of both the rational and intuitive mind. and
incorporates techniques for both making up one’s

mund and changing it. Positive Uncertainty, as a

new philosophy for counseling. will require a para-

digm shift for counsclors, It is possible that a new
vision of counseling can lead 1o new counseling

strategics and that Positive Uncertainty can be a

stimulus for such exploration. (ABL)
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Descriptors—® Counseling Objectives, *Counseling
Techniques, ®*Counseling Theories. Counsclor
Client Relationship, Decision Making. *interven-

tion

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Theory can be used to define the nature of the

relationship between the counselor and the client. to

conceptualize the nature of the presenting prob-
lem(s}, and to define the resulting counseling goals
or desired outcomes. From an integrative perspec-
tive the choice of thcrapeutlc intervention is made
by relating the intervention directly to the nature or
character of the problem being addressed. Counsel-
ing interventions tend to fall into four broad catego-
ries: affective. cognitive, behavioral, and systemic.

(ABL)
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ldcntlﬁcrs—ERIC Dlgcsts

Physical activity engaged in as a child can encour-
age fitness throughout the lifespan. School counsel-
ors and physical education teachers can invest in
multi-intervention programs that encompass the
psycho-physiological spectrum of children within
the schools. Together, school counselors and physi-
cal educators can play an active role in the develop-
ment of lifelong fitness for children by encouraging.
supporting. developing. and implementing creative
acrobic running programs in the schools. (ABL)
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Needs. *Student Personnel Services

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Nontraditional college students are causing insti-

tutions of higher learning to re-think the focus of

academic and student affairs programs. Nontradi-

tional students have needs that differ from tradi-

tional-age students. The willingness of institutions

to modify existing programs and devclop new scr-

vices geared to adult populations will have a positive

impact on their ability to attract, serve, and satisfy

the educational needs of adult students. (ABL)
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ldentifiers—ERIC Digests
School counselors are beginning to find family

counseling an eff_ctive and needed skill. Moreover,
family counseling represents a distinctive alterna-
tive for resolving persistent problems in the schools.
Rec-training opportunities for school counselors
wanting to engage in family counseling have been
limited. With appropriate training, administrative
support. and flexible work hours, school counselors
can provide an effective and efficient service to chil-
dren, their families, and the schools. (ABL)

ED 347 481 CG 024 465

Krumboltz, John D.

Challenging Troublesome Carcer Beliefs. ERIC
Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel
Services, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-CG-92-18

Pub Date--Pec 92

Contract—R188062011

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC/CAPS. 2108 School of Ed-
ucation, University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, Ml
48109-1259.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Beliefs, *Career Counscling. Ca-
reers, *Client Characteristics (Human Services).
*Counseling Techniques

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
There are three steps to challenging troublesome

career beliefs: identifying the troublesome belief;

considering alternative ways to viewing the under-
lying problem; and taking action incompatible with
the troublesome belief. Each of these steps includes
techniques which empower clients by providing
them with information or enabling them to make
their own discoveries. The Career Beiiefs Inventory
(CBI) (Kruraboltz, 1991) allows counselors to open
up important areas typically ignored in traditional
forms of career counseling, ¢.g., ways of responding
to the possibility of failure. Counseling techniques
to help clients consider alternative views include:
reframing the problem; countering a troublesome
belief: defir g 2 manageable problem; using humor
for perspective: and discovering disconfirming evi-
dence. Techniques to help clients take action in-
clude: roleplaying; cognitive practicing; and
behavioral practicing. (ABL)
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Descriptors—Computers, Elemen Secondary
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seling, *School Counselors, Technology. Video
Games

Identifiers—*Computer Assisted Counseling, ERIC
Digests
Current trends in tcchnological developments

suggest that home entertainment video games and

educational lcarning software arc on convergent
paths. Astute educators have identified these tech-

nologies as effeciive for student motivation and
have integrated them with traditiona! curricula to
reduce at-risk behavior. Counselors who identify
and implement effective uses for technology are
likely to inaintain their positions duriag the current
educational restructuring movement. Couaselors
report promising use of technology in relatiorchnip
building, needs asscssment, and intervention. Ad-
vantages associated with the use of technology in
counseling at-tisk youth include: positive associa-
tions with video game technology; covert learning
without the normal resistance to ov.rt educanoral
approaches; multisensory approaches to learning us-
ing visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning modal-
ities; and individualized learning which sllows
realistic goal setting and encourages retrial of fail-
ures without group embarra: sment. Pitfalls to con-
sider include: unappealing software, _older
computers, too many students per computer, inade-
qQuate staff training, depersonalization, and ethical,
moral, and practical issues associated with technol-
ogy and counseling. (ABL)
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ementary Secondary Education, School Counscl-
ing, *School Counselors, *School Guidance

1dentifiers—ERIC Digests, *Guidance Materials
Rights of the many must be protected and rights

of the minority must be accommodated. To achieve
this end, school counselors must know why chatlen-
ges to school guidance materials are occurring and
the pivotal issues which tccompany these challen-
ges. Counselors must assire that developmental
guidance programs are based on sound cducational

practices and that responsible actions are taken if a

challenge occurs. The pivotal issues surrounding

challenges to school guidance materials and pro-
can be reduced to two important questions:

(1) Who determines what school guidance materials
are used in public school? and (2) Is the role of
schools seen primarily as a place where diverse ideas
should be presented and explored or is the role of
schools to be primarily that of transmitting commu-
nity values? (ABL)
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Descriptors—*Career Counseling, *Career Infor-
mation Systems, *Computer Oriented Programs,
Counseling Services

Identifiers—*Computer Assisted Career Guidance.
ERIC Digests
Computer-based career planning Systems have

be=n a reality for 25 years. Over this timc span, the

technology has changed dramatically-from very ex-
pensive. slow, low-storage mainframe computers te
low-cost, fast. high-storage microcomputers. Simi-
larly. the presentation made possible by the technol-
ogy has changed from screens without color packed
with text to <creens with color, high-resolution
graphics, and less 1ext. However, the basic content
of comprehensive computcr-based career planning
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systems has changed far less. The first component is

a hidden skeleton or outline which expresses the

developer’s concept of what individuals need in or-

der to accomplish developmental tasks or make in-
formed career decisions. The second component is
assessment tools. Assessment data may be acquired
by taking inventories on-line or entering results
from print form inventories. The third component is
databases. These are files of frequently-updated and
accurate inforrnation about such things as occupa-
tions, schools, financial 2id, etc. The fourth compo-
nent is search strategies to help users quickly
identify options as well as get detailed information
about them. By modifying any or all of these compo-
nents, substantially different systems car be assem-
bled for a broad variety of pop-.ations and
settings.(ABL)
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Identificrs—ERIC Digests
There are numerous benefits to be gained by the

school counselor who chooses to do action-oriented

rescarch. Program evaluation and planning are facil-
itated through the use of measurable student out-
comes obtained through action-oriented research.

Collaborative research efforts are made possible by

data gained through action-oriented research. Prac-

tical action-oriented research is the basis for proac-
tive public relations for school coumselors and
school counseling. School counseior efficacy is en-
hanced by action-orienied research which de

ments the value, effectiveness, and necessity

school counseling programs. Action-oriented re-
search may serve as the basis for grant applications
and legislative efforts to improve and expand school
counseling programs or mandate K-12 developmen-
1ai school counseling. Research is a proactive pro-

{sssiona activity which will contribute to the

accountability, advocacy, and advancement of

school counssling. (ABL)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests, *Peer Consultation (Su-
pervision)

The importance of extensive, high-quality coun-
seling supervision has become recognized as critical
to learning. maintaining, and improving profes-
sional counseling skills. Peer consultation models
offer counselors a viable adjunct or alternative expe-
rience to traditional approaches to courseling su-
pervision, Research provides accumulating support
for the value of peer consultation/supervision expe-
ricnces for professional counselors.The Structured
Pcer Consultation Model (SPCM) was developed to
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provide counselors and counselor trainees with
feedback and assistance in developing their counsel-
ing skills and implementing them effectively with
clients. In SPCMs. peers work together in dyads to
provide regular consultation for one another. Al-
though SPCMs nclude many traditional supervi-
sion activitics (goal setting. tape rcview, and case
consuiiation), the emphasis is on helping each other
to reach self-determined goals. rather than on cvalu-
ating cach other’s counscling performance. (ABL)
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ldentifiers—* Diversity (Student). ERIC Digests
The valuing of diversity can be taught to others

and should be a major part of any school’s compre-

hensive guidance program. In the valuing diversity
model ASK. A" stands for awareness of self and

others; ~*S" stands for sensitivity and skills; and “K"

stands for knowledge cultures different from one's

own. School counselors hold the key to the teaching
and the valuing of diversity. They know how to
communicate effectively with others regardless of
their or the other person’s cultural background.
They are skilled in how to “tune in to” the feclings
of others. how to put the speaker at case by clarify-
ing the content of what was just said. how to show
interest in others through the use of open-cnded
questions, etc. Through structured guidance and
counseling approaches all students and teachers can
be taught these facilitative communication skills.
(ABL)
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Identifiers— *American Counseling Association.
ERIC Digests
The professional society for counsclors is the

American Counseling Association (ACA). All indi-

viduals who offer or supervise professional counsel-

ing services or educate counselors should be ACA
members. ACA provides members with access to
new information through publications. professional
conferences. and professional services “embership
in ACA allows counselors to continu¢ neir educa-
tion and dJischarge their professional responsibili-
nes. As s strong advocate for the counseling
profession, ACA mamtains an active government
relations program at national, state. and local levels,
educating legislators and governmental agency ad-
ministrators regarding the positive contributions
professional counselors make to socicty Acuons of

policics that discriminate against counsclors as a

professional group are challenged and opportunitics

are sought to promote public recognition and sup-
port of counselors (ABL)
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Descriptors-——*Access to information. *Counscling.
*Counselors. *Databases. Education

ldentifiers—*ERIC Clearinghouse on Counsel and
Personnel »erv. ERIC Digests
The Educational Resources Information Center

(ERIC) is a national information network designed

to provide users with ready access to cducation lit-

erature. One of the clearinghouses is the ERIC

Counseling and Personnel Services Clearinghouse

(CAPS). Established at The University of Michigan

in 1966. CAPS was onc of the original ERIC clear-

inghouses. Topics covered by CAPS include: the
training. supervision. and continuing professional
development of counseling. student services. and
human services professionals: counseling theories.
methods, and practices; the roles of counselors. so-
cial workers. and psychologists in all educational
settings at all cducational levels: career planming
and development; sclf-estcem and self-efficacy:
marriage and family counseling; and mental health
services to special populations such as substance
abusers, pregnant teenagers. students at risk. public
offenders. etc. CAPS can help counseling profes-
sionals find the informztion they need. give world-
wide visibility to articles and resources that
counselors produce, provide counselors with nigh
quality. low-cost resources. and introduce counsel-
ors to CAPS information tools such as Counselor-
Quest and Treasure Chest. (ABL)
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Descriptors —*Certification, *Counselors. Coun-
selor Training. Testing. Trend Analysis

Identifiers—ERIC Digests. *National Board for
Certified Counselors
The National Board for Certified Counsclors

(NBCC) is the largest counselor certification agency

in the U.S. and is widely recognized as a national

credential based upon training. cxpericnce. and per-
formance on a written examination. NBCC has de-
veloped two examinations: the National Counselor

Examination {NCE) and the National Career Coun-

selor Examintion (NCCE). Currently. both exami-

nations are knowledge-based and NBCC rclies on
the candidate’s experiencs and supervision as com-
petency checks. A revised NCE will be compe-
tency-based. A new clinical counseling cxamination
is also under development. As state licensure for
counselors becomes commonplace. national creden-

tialing becomes even more important because: (1)

National certification ts broader than state licen-

sure; (2) State licensure 1s subject to the politics of

the state; (3) National certification provides referral
sources across state hines: and (4) Most statc -
censes do not provide for a license 1n a specialty.

(ABL)
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Descriptors—Counseling. Counsclor Role, *Coun-
selors. *Individual Development, Organizational
Objectives, Professional Development. Publicity,
Research

Identificrs —*Counseling and Human Development
Foundation. ERIC Digests
The Counseling and Human Develop:rent Foun-

Jdation (CHDF) is the only nationai philanthropic

organization whose sole purpose is the enhance-

ment of individual human development by conduct-
ing and fostering programs of research cnd

education in counseling and human devclopment. A

1991 review decided future focus of resources

should be on rescarch. professional development,

and public awareness/recognition. The rescarch
agenda for the 90s concentrates on advocacy re-
scarch which documents what professional counsel-
ors do thus demonstrating the advantages of
employing professional counsclors and efficacy
outcome research which answers two basic ques-
tions: What works? What works best? CHDF's ef-
forts in the arca of professional development will
focus on cxpanding professional counselors’ skills
and understanding of research techniques and grant
review procedures. To increase public awareness of
the important role of professional counselors.

CHDF will develop and implement a Community

Disaster Response Program aimed at mobilizing

counseling support in times of crisis. such as war.

hurricanes. and riots. (ABL)
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Descriptors—® Academic  Standards, * Accredite-
tion (Institutions). Accrediting Agencies, *Coun-
seling. Counselors.  *Counselor Training.
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tional Evaluation

Identifiers—®Council for Accred of Counsel and
Relat Educ Prog. ERIC Digests
The Council for Accreditation of Counscling and

Related Educational Programs (CACREP) - spe-

cialized accrediting body created by the American

Counscling Association (ACA) and its membership

divisions to provide a nationally based standards

review process for the counscling profession’s grad-
uate level preparation programs. Accreditatior of
counseling programs includes five stages §)]
sclf-cxamination: {2y a report addressing how the
program mects standards; (3) on-site visit by team:

(4) rendering of accreditation decisions by CA-

CREP board; and (5) submission of interim reports

and annual surveys. CACREP standards provide

the guidelines for master’s and doctoral level prepa-
ration accepted nationally by the counseling profes-
sion. Inherent in the accreditation process 1s
continuous cvaluation and responsive feedback so
that programs and the profession remaimn current
with the problems faced by cntering professionals

(ABL)
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Descriptors—®Agency Cooperation. * Risk Per-
sons. *Cooperative Planning. Employment Ser-
vices, Human Services. *Linking Agents. Needs
Assessment. Problem Solving. *Teamwork. *Wel-
fare Services
ldcglaigxcrs—ERIC Digests. Family Support Act
1
The Family Support Act (FSA) of 1988 provides
opportunities for educators to form linkages with
other agencies to strengthen families and help them
move toward self-sufficiency. The FSA affords pro-
fessionals chances to forge critical interagency con-
nections and expand the range and capacity of
programs for learners at risk. A strategy for forming
effective linkages across agencies, particularly atthe
local level. has six steps. Step one involves assessing
the need and climate for interagency partnerships.
Unless a perceived need exists for interagency part-
nerships. they are unlikely 1o materialize. Step two
involves geuting started by forinulating a tentative
rationale, identifying existing linkages. and develop-
ing internal administrative support. Step three in-
volves forming a team. identifying and selecting key
players, and issuing the invitations. In step four.
partners establish a collaborative relationship. The
relationship implies organizations’ willingness to
change the way services arc delivered. A plan is
developed in step five that establishes joint goals
and objectives as well as steps for achieving them.
Developing an action plan involves creating an cf-
fective planning environment, formulatung the plan,
and developing administrative support for the plan.
Step six. follow up and follow through. includes ac-
tions that can ensure the plan is accomplished.
{NLA)
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Descriptors—Decision Making. Educational lm-
provement. *Educational Quality, *Educational
Strategies. *Participative Decision Making. Prob-
lem Solving. *Quality Control. Recognition
(Achievement), Standards. *Vocational Educa-

tion
Identifiers—Customer Services. ERIC Digests.

*Total Quality Management

Total Quality Management (TQM) establishes
business and industry standards and techniques that
censure the quality of products leaving and reaching
firms through continuous actions rather than one
final inspection. Deming. Juran. and Crosby. who
initiated the process. share a common theme of par-
ticipatory management. Management participation
and auitude, professional quality management. em-
ployee participation. and recognition reflect a phi-
losophy making internal and cxternal customer
satisfaction as the organization’s primary goa!
TQM implementation success varies depending
upon the strategies employed: “cascade™ or “trickle
down"; “infection™ or “bubble-up™; and “loose-
ught.” In order for TQM cfforts to meet expecta-
tions, good tactics and a strong strategic framework
should be employed. Five phases are offered to im-
plement TQM 1n vocational education nstitutions.
commatment; otganizauion development; customer
focus, process orientation; and continuous improve:
ment Improving the quality of products and ser-
vices is crucial to the public education System
Westinghouse Vocational Technical High School in
New York City demonstrates TQM in its Education
Quzhity Iniuauve. Benefits of TQM philosophy 1n
vocational educauon programs are the result of atu-
tude change and teamworh. With good facilnation,
interdisciphinary cross-functional teams can result

in improved communication. increased involve-
ment. improved quality and efficiency. and 1in-
creased productivity. (NLA)
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Descriptors—* Apprenticeships, * Employment Pat-
terns. Government School Relationship. Indus-
trial  Training. Job Training. Promotion
(Occupational). Retraining. School Business Re-
lationship. Skilled Occupations. Training Meth-
ods. *Vocational Education, Work Expericnce
Programs
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
One promising practice for improving workpiace
preparation. apprenticeship. has been effective in
preparing skilled workers for the changing needs of
the workplace. Apprenticeship is a training strategy
with eight components: it combines hands-on train-
ing on the job with related instruction: employer
needs dictate programs; it is regulated by law; it
leads 10 official credentials; time and money are
invested by employer/sponsors: wages are provided
during programs; apprentices work under master
workers; and apprenticeship  volves both written
agreements and implicit expectations. Apprentice-
ship in the United States also provides upgrading
and retraining for employed adults. U.S. apprentice-
ship is not a standardizeu institution. Programs reg-
istered with state or federal agencies offer
apprenticeships in approximately 830 occupations.
Apprenticeships should be more widely used as a
training strategy and should be esiablished in occu-
pations/industries not now considzred apprenticea-
ble. Vocational-technical education should be more
closeiy linked to apprenticeship components of
earning and learning. The following benefits can ac-
crue: full participation ¢f lcarning and working is
allowed: students understand the big picture; zp-
prenticeships provide pay and advancement while
working; work-based learning has an advantage for
noncollege-bound youth; apprenticeships offer em-
ployer/sponsor benefits: and youth apprenticeships
dema.istrate the communit; educational role. The
role of the federal government and education should
be strengtheried 1o increase program quality. (10
references) (NLA)
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Descriptors—Career Choice. *Carecr Develop-
ment. *Career Education. Communication Skills.
Counselor Role. Cultural Background, *Cultural
Differences. Higher Education. Locus of Control.
¢ Multicultural Education. Nonverbal Communi-
cauon, Secondary Educauon. Self Concept. So-
cialization. Teacher Role
Identifiers—ERIC Digests. Multiculural Counsci-
ing
The purpose of mulucultural career education and
development is to foster positive self-concepts and
career choices regardless of cultural background,
encourage understanding of cultural jroups’ conti-
butions. and develop effective intercultural commu-
nication skills. The atutudes, values. optnions, and
beliefs with which a person perccives the world are
influenced by cultural heritage and life experiences
D-fferent combinauons of Locus of Control and Lo-
cus of Responsibility affect the formation of world
view, which influences self-concept and career
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choice. Members of a group have different charac-
teristics: people are a product of gender. ethnicity.
and individuality. Another difference is nonverbal
communication styles. In the examination of tech-
niques for multicultural career development. a key
1o effective career education and development for
diverse groups is the sensitivity and awareness of
educators and counselors. The cross-cultural aware-
ness continuum can help them gauge their growth in
intercultural competence. Multicultural carecr de-
velopment efforts must focus on both individual
competence and external forces. Keys to successful
mulucultural career development are system com-
mitment. a belief that students can learn and want
10 learn. and recognition of the worth and dignity of
all students. (10 references) (NLA)
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Descriptors— *Educational Principles. Elementary
Secondary Education. Higher Education, Preser-
vice Teacher Education. Professional Recogni-
tion. *School Role. *Teaching (Occupation)

\dentifiers—ERIC Digests. *Professional Develop-
ment Schools, *Professionalization of Teaching
Many of the characteristics typically associated

with an occupation that 1s considered a profession
arc not commonly associated with teaching. These
characteristics include: a clearly defined. codified.
and accessible knowledge base: a structured. coher-
ent induction experience monitored by oustanding
practitioners; control of training. certification. and
licensing of new entrants; and self-governance and
self-policing authority Making teaching a profes-
sion. professionalizing teaching, is seen by support-
ers of this effort to be a key component in improving
teaching and learning in American schools. How-
ever. because of the nature of teaching and the con-
text in which it is performed, there is disagrerment
about whether professionalization of teaching is the
best way to improve teaching and the condition of
teachers. The professional devetopment school
might contribute to professionalizing teaching by
providing practical experience for beginning teach-
ers, inspiring public confidence in teacher prepara-
tion. and providing a setting in which many of the
features associated with traditional professions. but
missing from teaching, can be developed. tested.
refined. and disseminated. (IAH)
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Descriptors —*Child Reatng. Children. Discipline,
*Interpersonal Competence. *Parent Child Rela-
tionship. *Parent Influence. *Parenuny Skills.
Parents. Peer Relauonshiv, Permissive Environ-
ment. *Social Developsr ‘ut

Ildentifiers - Authoritarian Behavior. *Authonta-
tive Parenung. Baumrind (Diana), Control (Social
Behaviur), ERIC Digests, Nurturance
Among studics that have examined the relation-

ship between parenting styles and children’s devel-

opment of social skills. the research of Diana

Baumrind 1s noteworthy In scveral studies. she has

identified authoritanan. permissive. and authorita-

tive parenting styles. which differ on the dimenstons
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of nurturance and parental control. Authoritarian
parents are low in nurturance and high in control;
their children are prons to model aggressive mode.
of conflict resolution. Permissive parents are moder-
ate or high in nurturance and low in control. Their
children tend to be scciable, but to avoid taking
responsibility for misbehavior. Authoritative par-
ents are high in nurturance and moderate in control.
These parents’ nurturing behaviors, such as interest
in children’s daily activities, predict children’s so-
cial competence. In their use of control, authorita-
tive parents: (1) set behavioral standards for
children: (2) use positive reinforcers such as praise
to increase children's compliance; (3) prefer disci-
pline in which both sides of an issue are stated and
a just solution is sought and in which children are
expected tu make up for their wrongdoing: and (4)
avoid extreme forms of punishment such as physical
punishment and ridicule. It is concluded that au-
thoritative parenting styies better facilitate the de-
velopment of children's social competence than do
other parenting styles. I'ive references are cited.

(BCO)
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Descriptors—Childrens Literature. Elementary Ed-
ucation. Elementary Schoo! Curriculum. *Learn-
ing Resources Centers, Library Collection
Development. Libsary Materials, *Library Role,
Literature Appreciation, *Media Specialists.
School Libraries. Teaching Methods, Thematic
Approach, *Whole Langvage Approach. Writing
Instruction

ldentifiers—ERIC Digests. Librarian Teacher Co-
operation
This digest examines changes that are involved in

an elementary school library media program when

the school'’s instructional methods move from a ba-
sic skills to a whole language approach. These
changes are discussed in terms of three curricular
foci-theme studies. process writing, and litera-
ture-based reading-and new demands that are
placed on the collection and the school librarian.
Because the whole language approach relies heavily
on children's literature instead of textbooks, large
numbers of trade books are required, and librarians
must work cooperatively with teachers to ensure
that the necessary resources ar available in the me-
dia center when needed. Flexivle scheduling in the
school media center is important to the success of
theme studies as it allows children to seck answers
to questions as they zrise. Since whole language
creates an enormous demand for books. videos. cas-
settes, and computer programs. library media spe-
cialists can expect dramatic changes in collection
use as well as changes in their role. Not only must
library media specialists become very familiar with

the library collection, but they must also serve as a

resource to students and teachers during the plan-

ning and exccution of theme studies. a teacher of
information skills. and an instruction leader. (10 ref-
erences) (MAB)
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tional Environment, Elementary Secondary Edu-
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*Leadership, *Motivation Techniques, Organiza-
tional Climate, *Student Motivation
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Schooi leaders can generate student motivation
by creating an atmosphere where academic success
and the motivation to learn are expected and re-
wardsd. Leaders can create a school culture condu-
cive to learning by shaping the instructional climate
and using activities and symbols to communicate
goals. School restructuring that creates a positive
psychological environment also influences student
motivation. School leaders can create this environ-
ment by establishing policies and programs that:
stress goal-setting and self-regulation, offer student
choice. reward ""personal bests,” foster teamwork,
and teach time management skills. A school’s orga-
nizational structure is another influence, which can
offer intrinsic rewards and enhance student auton-
omy. School leadership can also promote motiva-
tion by demonstrating a school value system that
creates consensus around goals related to motiva-
tion and achievement. Lessons from the school
leader’s personal life and from noneducational set-
tings can also be applied to education. Recognizing
and rewarding success in all forms is important.
(LM}
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Descriptors—Audience Awareness. Audience Re-
sponse, Debate, ®*Mass Media Effects, *Mass Me-
dia Role. Media Research. News Media,
*Dolitical Attitudes. *Political Campaigns

Identifiers—ERIC Digests. ®*Media Coverage. *Po-
litical Advertising. Political Communication. Vot-
ers
This digest examines the relationship between the

political process and the med.a. The digest discusses
the ramifications of advertising in politics: the role
of the televised debate in elections: individual voter
characteristics and the media; and media coverage
and campati, : awarencss. Fifteen references are at-
tached. (RS)
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* Descriptors—*Adult Education. *Adult Educators.

Cognitive Processes. Educational Philosophy. Ex-
periential Learning, ®*Learning Theories. Problem
Solving. *Theory Practice Rclnionshi_?_
Identifiers ~-ERIC Digests. *Reflective Teaching
Reflective practice is a mode that integrates
thought and action with reflection. Learning is de-
pendent upon the integration of experience with re-
flection and of theory with practice. Experience is
2 basis for learning but reflection is {he essential part
of the lcarning process because it results in making
sense or extracting meaning from the expenence.
The stage is set for reflection when “knowing-
m-action™ produces «n unexpected outcome This
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outcome can lead to “reflection-on-action’ or “re-
flection-in-action.” Reflective practice has both ad-
vantages and disadvantages: it can positively affect
professional growth but is time consuming and may
involve personal risk. Engaging in practice requires
both knowledge of practice and awareness of profes-
sional and personal philosophy. Because programs
take place in settings characterized by ambiguity.
complexity, variety, and conflicting values, educa-
tors must make choices about the nature of practice
problems and how to solve them. The essence of
effective practice in adult education is the ability to
reflect in action. Reflective practice can be a tool for
revealing discrepancies between espoused theories
and theories-in-use. The DATA process, which
helps engage individuals in reflective practices. con-
sists of four steps: describe. analyze, theorize. and
act. (13 references) (NLA)
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Descriptors— Career Planning. *Employment In-
terviews, Employment Qualifications. Guide-
lines, *Job Application. *Job Search Mcthods.
Newspapers, *Resumes (Personal). Social Sup-
port Groups
Identifiers— Employment Agencics. ERIC Digests
Steps in preparing and conducting a job search
include the following: (1) developing a resume; (2)
locating prospective employers: (3) applying for the
job: (4) interviewing: and (5) following through. The
two types of resumes are the chronological and the
functional. Most application forms require some ba-
sic information: name, address, and telephone num-
ber; social security number; previous job cxperience:
educational information: and references. Among
the most frequently used methods of locating em-
ployers are cold calis. networking, newspaper ads.
and employment agencies. In applying for a job. the
cover letter should be personalized and contain rele-
vant information for the job being applied for. The
job interview involves an exchange between people
trying to find out whether they can work together
to mutual benefit. Advance preparation and knowl-
edge of interview etiquette are important. Fol-
low-up includes a thank-you letter and a phone call.
(A bibliography lists 16 examples of the types of
materials found at career centers and the pubhc li-
brary.) (NLA)
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Lankard. Bettina A.

Yategrating Academic and Vocational Education:
Strategies for Implementation. ERIC Digest No.

CE 061 407

120.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Adult. Career. and Voca-
tional Education. Columt us. Ohio.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
Report No.—EDO-CE-92-120
Pub Date - 92
Contract—RI[88062005
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Informatio.n AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors— *Academic Education, Carcer Lad-
ders. *Educational Change. High Schools, *Inte-
grated Curriculum. Magnet Schools,
Occupational Clusters. Program Implementation.
Technological Literacy, ®*Vocational Education
{dentifiers—ERIC Digests
The integration of academic and vocational edu-
cation is an cducational reform strategy conceptual-
ized by vocational cducators. supported by the
business community. and articulated by policy mak-
ers. Integration may improve the educational and
employment opportunities of youth. Integration
may offer change in an educational system that is in
need of reform. The Southern Regional Education
Board presented recommendations for raising the
academic and technological literacy of high school
graduates' vocational students must combine aca-
demic and vocational studies, and general cufricu-
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lum students must study one or more academic ar-
cas in depth. All stakcholders must be involved in
making changes necessary for reform: curriculum
changes. organizational restructuring. and im-
proved relationships with postsecondary education
or employment. Eight integration models are as fol-
lows: (1) incorporating more academic content in
vocational courses: (2) combining teachers to en-
hance academic competencies in vocational pro-
grams; (3) making academic courses more
vocationally relevant; (4) curricular alignment; (5)
the senior project: (6) the academy model: (7) occu-
pational high schools and magnet schools; and (8}
occupational clusters, carcer paths. and occupa-
tional majors. Several clements of success have been
identified: vision and commitment; consistent sup-
port; funding resources: teacher autonomy: program
evaluation; teacher training: and implementation
time. (NLA)
ED 346 316 CE 061 406
Kerka, Sandra
Life Cycies and Career Development: New Models.
ERIC Digest No. 119,
ERIC Clearinghouse on Adult, Carcer, and Voca-
tional Education. Columbus. Chio.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
Report No.—EDO-CE-92-119

Pub Date—92
Contract—RI188062005
Note—4p.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) €071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—*Adult Development, *Carcer Devel-
opment, Cultural Background. Cultural Influ-
ences. Developmental Stages, Famuly School
Relationship. Humea Relations, Interpersonal
Relationship. *Life Events, *Modcls. Sex Role
tdentifiers—ERIC Digasts, *Life Cycles
Changes in the composition of the work force and
changing work values require new life span and ca-
reer development models that account for individ-
val, gender, and cultural differences in experience.
Age/stage models form one school of thought in
developmental theory. A major criticism of prevail-
ing theories is that they are based on male experi-
ences. Rescarchers are questioning the validity of
age-linked phases. Schlossberg’s more eclectic ap-
proach of viewing the adult experience raay be more
useful in explaining different life/career experi-
ences. The criticisms of existing models point out
clements that are needed in revised theories of hu-
man development: redefining maturity: importance
of attachment; integration of independent and inter-
dependent aspects; relationship elements~the inter-
weaving of the individual, family, and work;
charting patterns of productive activity and rela-
tionships with others over a time span to reveal life
patterns—paralicl, steady/fluctuating. and divergent;
developing a profile of a generation or cohort based
on social, historical, and cultural factors; and cycles
of stability and change. (13 references) (NLA)
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The Core 1deas of “CIVITAS: A Framework for
Civic Education.” ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghousc for Social Studies/Social Sci-
ence Education. Bloomington. IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and improvement (ED). Washingtor. DC

Report No.—EDO-§0-92-2

Pub Date---Mar 92

Contract—R 188062009

Note —4p.; For the book of which this is a digest.
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Pub Type — ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Citizen Participation, *Citizenship
Educauon. *Civics, *Demacratic Values. Educa-
tional Objectives. *Instructional Materials. Law
Related Education. Public Affairs Education, Sec-
ondary Education. Social Studies, *Student Edu-
cational Objectives. United States History.
*Values Education

Identifiers—*CIVITAS, ERIC Digests
“CIVITAS" is a curriculum framework that speci-

fics core ideas for civic education in the U.S consti-

tutional demaocracy. It reviews what aduits should

know and be able to do to as effective citizens CIVI-

TAS was developed by the Center for Civic Educa-

tion in cooperation with the Council for the

Advancement of Citizenship and with support from

the Pew Charitable Trusts. More than 60 scholars
contributed to this project as consultants and au-
thors of various parts of the book "CIVITAS: A
Framework for Civic Education.™ This ERIC Digest
highlights core ideas in "CIVITAS™ on the rationale
for civic education. It also addresses educational
goals and substantive idcas for teachers on civie
virtue. civic participation skills. and civic knowl-
edge. (TB)
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“Remember Our Faces"-Teaching about the Holo-
caust. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghcuse for Sociat Studies/Social Sci-
ence Education. Bloomington, IN.
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Descriptors—Anti  Semitism,  Educational  Re-
sources. European History. Instructional Materi-
als, Intermediate Grades. Jews. Middie Schools.
Nazism. Secondary Education. *Social Studies.
Student Educationai Objectives, *Teaching
Methods. *World History, *World War 1!

ldeniifiers—ERIC Digests, *Holocaust
A Holocaust survivor recently implored social

studies teachers to remember our faces.”™ This be-
comes an especially poignant plea when one con-
siders the ages of the Holocaust survivors, rescuers.
and liberators. This generation will soon be gone.
Who will remain to tell their stories? As the 50th
anniversary remembrance of World War | contin-
ues. the significance of the European Holocaus: and
its implications for teaching social studies at_the
middle and high school must be considered. Too
often the Holocaust is forgotten in the recitation of
dates and battles, commanders and campaigns. The
annihilation of more than six million Jews cannot be
described in the one or two paragraphs devoted to
the Holocaust in the average social studies text.
Though Auschwitz. Dachau. Bergen-Belsen. and
other Nazi death camps are syfionymous with hor-
ror. what of the identities of the victims of those
camps? How do educators teach about those indi-
viduals whao died in the camps, of those survivors
who left the camps forever changed. or of those
rescuers who risked their lives to help others? The
goals of this ERIC Digest are to: (1) present a ratio-
nale for Holocaust education; (2) discuss curriculum
placement for inclusion of the topic: (3) list organi-
zations and resources available to help educators in

teaching about the Holocaust: and (4) provide a

bibliography of relevant materials in the ERIC data-

base. (Author/DB)
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What Can | Become: Educational Aspirations of
Students in Ruraf America. ERIC Digest.
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and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
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Descriptors—* Academic  Aspiration. *Academic
Failure. Community Involvement, Dropouts, Ed-
ucational Attainment. *Educational Status Com-
parison. Elementary  Secondary  Education.
*Parent Influence. Rurat Areas. Rural Education.
Rural Urban Differences. *Rural Youth, Socio-
economic Background. Student Motivation

ldentifiers---ERIC Digests
This ERIC Digest reports on the educational aspi-

rations of rural youth compared with students living

i urban and suburban arcas. Rescarch indicates

that in comparison to urban youth. rural young pco-

ple felt their parents were much more supportive of
their taking full-time jobs. attending trade sehools.
or eatering the mulitary rather than attending col-
lege. These lower educational aspirations accompa-
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nied lower values for making a lot of money. and
higher values for simply making good incomes. hav-
ing secure jobs. and maintaining friendships. The
circumstances that contribute to lower educational
aspirations among rural youth include: (1) the
strong relationship between socioeconomic status
and cducational outcomes, i.c.. students who cr—e
from low-income circumstances have lower eude
tional aspirations than do their more cconomically
advantaged peers: (2) a poverty rate that is higher
in rural America than eisewhere; (3) the low educa-
tional level of rural parents which tends to influence
the cducationasl aspirations of their children; and (4)
the Jack of managerial and technical jobs requiring
college degrees sincc such jobs have shifted increas-
ingly to urban areas. Rural students cited cconomic
and personal reasons more frequently than their ur-
ban and suburban counterparts for dropping out of
high school. This report offers recommendations for
schools. communities. parents. and policy makers
for work g together 1o raise the aspirations of rural
youth. (LP)
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Rura! Philosophy for Education: Wendell Berr 's
Tradition. ERIC Vigest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education and S.nall
Schools. Charleston. WV.
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and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
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Pub Date—Jan 92
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Note—4p.

Available from--ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Ed-
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Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
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EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors— *Conservation  Education. *Educa-
tional Philosophy. Educational Trends, Elemen-
tary Secondary Education, Environmental
Education. Liberal Arts, Role of Education, *Ru-
ral Education. *Rural Sociology. Rural to Urban
Migration. *Rural Urban Differences. Rural
Youth

Identifiers—* Berry (Wendell). ERIC Digests. *Na-
ture Study
This ERIC Digest reviews past and present rural

educational philosophy, focusing on the views of
Wendell Berry. a Kentucky farmer and novelist who
in recent years has emerged as a lcading American
philosopher. The major difference underlying rural
and urban living is the relationship of people with
nature. Rural living is much more closely related to
nature. Farming, fishing, and logging-typical rural
enterprises-must be carried out in ways that con-
serve the natural world. This principle seems less
relevant in an urban setting. where production can
often be pressed to whatever level the markeet will
bear. Historians belicve that schools have incorpo-
rated urban tendencies and have required students
10 become little more than good producers and con-
sumers. The Commission on Country Life. created
by President Roosevelt in 1908, was an attempt 10
counter rural to urban migration. One solution was
10 stress the study of nature in rural schools in hopes
that the appeal of urban life would weaken. By 1920,
this movement lost its momentum [-erhaps due toits
proposal tnat small. rural schools consolidate into
larger schools, which was resisted by rural commu-
nities. Wendell Berry contends that at present rural
schools activesy contribute to the dechne of rural
arcas. in botn environmental and human terr..
Berry calls for a liberal arts curriculum that incorpo-
rates rural knowledge and concerns. This will em-
power rural youth to undertake wise action to
cultivate practices and knowiedge that will influ-
ence their ives for the better. If rural communities
are going to survive, rural education must re-estab-
lish its equilibrium with nature. (LP)
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Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Ed-
ucation and Small Schools. P.O. Box 1348,
Charleston. WV 25325 (free).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
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Descriptors—®*Adventure  Education.  Change
Strategies, Cooperation. *Curriculum Develop-
ment. Educational Change. Elementary Second-
ary Education. *Experiential Learning. Outdoor
Education. ®*School Organization. *Student Role.
*Teacher Role

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This ERIC Digest describes how experiential edu-

cation can help in designing a curriculum that young
people find significant. It also describes ways expe-
riential education can help educators make the tran-
sition from a traditional program o an
activity-based program. Experiential education dif-
fers from traditional education in that teachers first
immerse students in action and then ask them to
refiect on the experience. Several examples of expe-
riential education involving different disciplines are
described to illustrate the benefits of this approach.
When experiential education is used. teachers and
students must change their roles; both groups be-
come active learners engaged in joint efforts. School
organization may need to change in order to support
an experiential approach. For example. an all-day
time block may be used for certain activities. Ad-
venture is one form of experiential education that is
highly effective in developing team and group skills
in buth students and adults. Adventure activitics
help develop listening skills, recognize individual
strengths, and promote mutual support. These bene-
fits apply cqually well to academic problem-solving
or to schoolwide improvement efforts. Experiential
education is an effective change strategy for schools
and a morc engaging way of treating academic con-
tent. It can also provide a model for helping all those
involved in schooling become more comfortable
with the unfamiliar roles associated with restructur-
ing schools. (LP)
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Descriptors—®Ancillary School Services. Day
Care, *Developmental Continuity, Early Child-
hood Education. *Educational Objectives. *Fam-
ily Programs. Health Programs, Kindergarten.
*Parent Participation. Parent Schzol Relation-
ship, *Transitional Programs
{dentifiers—*Developmentally Appropriate  Pro-
grams, ERIC Digests
In the carly childhood field, the word ““transition™
1s used to describe the period of time that falls be-
tween two different types of activitics. as well as the
time periods in which children move from home to
school. from school to after-school activities. from
one activity to another within a preschool. or from
preschool to kindergarten. Recently, there has been
growing consensus that the key to effective services
for young children is less through bridging the gap
between different types of programs and more
through ensuring continuity in certain key clements
that characterize all good carly childhood educa-
tion. These k:, elements are: (1) developmentaily
appropriate practice that responds to the natural
curiosity of young children. reaffirms a sense of seif.
promotes positive dispositions toward icai~ing. and
helps build increasingly complex skills in the use of
language. problem solving. and cooperation: 12) in-
volvement of parents with the schools as decision
makers. volunteers, and staff. and ongoing commu-
nication between parents and teachers. and (3)
health care. child care. and other supportive ser-
vices for children and their familics. These ezle-
ments. which often characterize  preschool
programs. should continue into the carly years of
clementary school. This continuity. in and out of the
classroom. will ensure continuous and effective ser-
vices throughout the early years Eleven references
are cited (AC)
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Understanding and Facilitating Preschool Chil-
dren’s Peer Acceptance. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early
Childhood Education. Urbana. 11l
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and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
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Descriptors—Affective  Behavior.  Aggression.
Communication Skills. Conflict Resolution.
*Family Role. Interpersonal Competence. Inter-
vention, Parent Participation, Parent Teacher
Conferences, *Peer Acceptance. Peer Groups.
Peer Relationship. *Preschoot Children. Pre-
school Education. *Reputation. Self Concept.
*Social Behavior, *Teacher Role
Identifiers—Caregiver Role. ERIC Digests
This digest discusses factors asscciated with the
acceptance and rejection of preschool children by
their peers and offers a number of strategics that
teachers +d other adults can use in their attempts
to help cruldren achieve social acceptance. Behav-
iors and characteristics associated with peer rejec-
tion inctude aggression and misinterpretation of
peers' emotions. Those associated with peer zccep-
tance include cooperation and good communication
skills. A child's social reputation may influence the
way other children perceive his or her behavior. In
order to help a rejected child gain social acceptance.
an adult must first identify the child’s areas of diffi~
culty through caseful, informed observations of peer
interactions. Strategies for helping children achieve
social acceptance inciude: (1) grouping children
who lack social skills with those who are socially
competent; (2) planning special play sessions be-
tween a socially isolated child and younger children:
(3) for aggressive children. planning activitics that
present hypothetical situations, and as a result, en-
courage a wide range of ideas for potential solutions:
(4) steering a child who has difficulty entering ongo-
ing play toward smaller or more accepting groups:
(5) translating for the peer group the unpopular
child's behavior and apparent intentions; and (6)
involving the child's family. cither directly or indi-
rectly. A list of cight publications 1s appended.
(GLR)
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Having Fricads, Making Fricnds, and Kccping
Fricnds: Relationships as Educatiomral Contexts.
ERIC Digest.
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Descriptors—Child Psychology. *Children. *Cog-
nitive Development, Developmental Psychology.
Elementary Secondary Education. *Friendship.
*Pecr Relationship, Personality Development.
Preschool Education. *Psychological Patterns.
*Social Development
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Peer relations contribute substantially to both so-
cial and cognitive development. The essenuals of
friendship are reciprocity and commitment between
individuals who sce themselves more or less as
equals. Affiliation and common interests. the main
themes in friendship relations. are first understood
in carly childhood. Friends serve as emotional re-
sources. affording children the security to strike out
into new territory and acting as buffers from nega-
tive events. Friends also act as cognitive resources.
for they teach cach other through peer tutoring.
cooperative learning, peer collaboration. and peer
modeling. Because cooperation and conflict occur
more readily in friendships than in other social con-
texts. friendships are also impertant to the develop-
ment of social skills. and children's fnendships are
thought to be templates for subscquent relation-
ships Although relatively few investigators have
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sought to verify the developmental significance of
friendship. emerging evidence suggests that having
fricnds. making friends. and keeping friends forecast
good developmental outcomes. Thesc outcomes
may appear in the arcas of positive self-attitudes and
the functioning of future relationships. Children
with friends are better off than children without
friends. though if necessary. other relationships can
be substituted for friendships. Consequently.
friendships should be viewed as developmental ad-
vantages, rather than developmental necessities.
and evidence concerning frisndships as educational
contexts should be read in this light. (AC)
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Descriptors—Access to Information. Clearing-
houses. *Databases. *Education. Federal Pro-
grams. *Information  Services. Information
Sources, *Intormation Systems. Microfiche. On-
line Searching. Publications

identifiers—*ERIC, ERIC Digests
Ten commonly held misconceptions about the

Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)
information system are presented together with a
brief discussion of the facts for cach one. These
factual responses provide the following overview of
the ERIC system. ERIC is a national information
system that includes 16 clearinghouscs and four
support components. In 1991, the system acquired
and indexed 30.000 new documents and journal ar-
ticles, produced more shan 200 publications. re-
sponded to more than 100.000 requests for
information. distributed more than 17 million mi-
crofiche. and increased its formal network of ERIC
Partners to morc than 500 education organizations.
ERIC is the world’s most widely used education
databasc. with more than 3.000 locations around the
world receiving ERIC print or database products.
About 900 of these maintain complete microfiche
collections and provide search services for clients. It
is easy to submit documents to ERIC and authors
remain free to submit their work to any journal ot
publisher. The system has strict quality control pro-
cedures that govern the selection of documents; in
1991, approximately 32% of the documents sub.nit-
ted were rejected. Announcing a documentin [ RiC
can be an cffective marketing tool. as people are
more apt tc want an original document from the
publisher than a photocopy or microfiche from
ERIC. The system produces four refer.nce and re-
ferral database "< well as the bibliographic databasc
of ERIC docur.ents and journal articles. ERIC 15
committed to reach audien.es that include practi-
tioners, policymakers. and parents. as well as re-
scarchers. Components of the ERIC system
responded to more than 42.000 requests from teach-
ers and administrators in 1991, and several recent
studies show that not only is ERIC recognized by
teachers and administratoss, but that its products
are used and appreciated. (BBM)
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Descriptors—Academic Achicvement, Adult Edu-
cation, Carcer Exploration, Computer Networks.
Crug Education, *Educational Improvement. El-
cmentary Secondary Education. Learning Readi-
ness. Learning Resources Centers. °Library Role.
*Library Services, Lifclong Learning, Literacy
Education. *National Programs, Postsecondary
Education, Program Descriptions. Public Librar-
ies, School Libraties

Identifiers—America 2000, ERIC Digests, Infor-
mation Skills, *National Education Goals 1990
This digest highlights the findings of an extensive

review and analysis of the literature related to the

role of libraries in education. The review was under-
taken to demonstrate the critical role libraries can
play in meecting the-six National Education Goals
adopted in 1990 by the President and the governors
of the United States. The goals, which are to be
accomplished by the year 2000, arc as follows: (1)
all children in America will start school ready to
learn: (2) the high school graduation rate will in-
creasc 1o at least 90 percent; (3) American students
will leave grades 4, 8, and 12 having demonstrated
competency in challenging subject matter including
English. mathematics, science, history, and geogra-
phy: and every school in America will ensure that
all students learn to use their minds well, so they
may be prepared for responsible citizenship, further
learning, and productive employment in our mod-
crn economy; (4) U.S. students will be the first in
the world in science and mathematics achievement:
(5) every aduit American will be literate and will
possess the knowledge and skills necessary to com-
pete in a global economy and exercise the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship; and (6) every school
in America will be free of drugs and violence and
will offer a disciplined, environment conducive to
learning. A brief statement about each of the goals
is provided, followed by highlights of two programs
rclated to that goal. Four key publications. including
the monograph on which this digest is based. are
listed as references. (BBM)
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Descriptors —* Academic Achievement, *Black Di-
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ond Language Learning. *Student Attitudes, Stu-
dent Motivation

Identifiers - *African Americans, ERIC Digests
The performance and attitudes of African-Ameri-

can students of foreign languages are discussed in

this digest. Three major areas are reported: (1) Black

English and foreign language lcarning, including

theories of language deficiency, sociolinguistic re-

scarch. phonology and syntax: (2) research on the
performance of African-American students of for-
cign languages; and (3) research on the attitudes of

African-American students of foreign languages. It

1s concluded that at one timz claims were made that

the African-American student did not sec any bene-
fit or relevance in the study of a foreign language,
but that over the past 20 ycars there has been a shift
1n the affective component of the African-American
attitude toward forcign language study. In the class-
room sctting. the phenomenon of “anomie.” a fecl-
ing of estrangement from one’s own culture, can be
dissipated through the conscientious inclusion of in-
structional materials focusing on the contributions
of members of onc’s own cultural heritage. Contains
27 references. (LB)
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The demand for competent translators is at an
all-time high. Translators work with written lan-
guage. and gencrally work either in-house for a busi-
ness, translation agency. or other institution, or as
frec-lancers. Leading employers of translators in the
United States arc the federal government, domestic
and multinational corporations and subsidiaries. im-
porters and exporters, commercial and non-profit
research institutions, manufacturers, enginecring
and construction firms, publishing industry, patent
attorncys, news media, international organizations.
and forcign. diplomatic, commercial. and scientific
represtnatives in the U.S. translators must be capa-
ble of expressing in the target language ideas formu-
lated by someonec clse in the source language.
requiring knowledge of subject-specific terminol-
ogy, awareness of style and grammar, regional lan-
guage, and nuances and idiomatic expressions.
Translation courses arc increasingly available in col-
leges and universities. Qualifications recommended
for translators in the current market include sub-
ject-matter specialization, high target language pro-
ficiency. highly-developed writing skills, broad and
varied language training, and periodic professional
continuing education. Need for translation exists
niost commonly in advertising, commercial infor-
mation-gathering, business communication. scicn-
tific and professional journals. and scholarly writing.
MSE)
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tion Skilis, Bloomington, IN.
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and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
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Available from--ERIC Clecaringhouse on Reading
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gests. Process Approach (Writing)

This digest reviews writing assessment-what it
mcans and how it works-at a selected number of
colleges and universities in the United States. The
digest discusses outcomes assessment, placement
testing, placement and the writing process, and
end-of-course evaluation. The digest concludes with
a brief reminder for college-bound students of what
writing specialists look for in dctermining writing
skill: fluency or thc amount written: quality and
quantity of detail: complexity of ideas: organization:
and correctness. (RS)
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York. N.Y.

Spons Agency—Officc of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
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Contract — R188062013

Note—4p., Digest is bascd on an unpublished paper.

"Inside Youth Programs: A Paper on the Limita-

tions of Research™ by A. Hahn.

Available from - ERIC Clcaringhousc on Urban

Education. {nstitute for Urban and Minority Edu-
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cation. Box 40, Teachers College, Columbia Unt-
versity. New York, NY 10027 (free).
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors— Administrative Principles, * Adminis-
trative Problems, Disadvantaged Youth. *Pro-
gram Administration. Program Effectiveness,
Program Evaluation. Program Implementation.
Research Design. Research Problems, *Youth
Programs
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This Digest argucs that management iactors are
central to youth program successes and failures and
that thesc factor have been ignored in rescarch on
youth programs. Instead, the Digest notes that re-
scarch and evaluation of programs have focused on
the following: (1) whether the right audience is
scrved; (2) whether to make incremental improve-
ments or radical changes in program design; and (3)
whether data about program cffectiveness were
gathered or interprcted properly. Drawing from
evaluations of several programs the Digest suggests
the following four elements «ssential for quality pro-
gram management: (1) a well-managed service de-
livery system: (2) effectiv¢ iargeting and recruiting:
(3) a well-articulated and consistent identity: and
(4) sound leadership and an effective staff. In addi-
tion. funding mechanisms usually do not allow for
long-term. stable staffing as funders expect services
to begin as soon as the grant is made and ignore the
fact that the staff must be hired and trained. Conse-
quently. many programs are poorly run. One na-
tional study is cited as finding that low salaries and
workers’ perceptions of a lack of advancement in
the ficld contributed to high turn-over while pro-
gram managers reported that they preferred to hire
more staff over investing in training cxisting staff,
Included are five references. (JB)
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Available from—ERIC Clearinghousc on Urban
Education. Institute for Urban and Minority Edu-
cation. Box 40, Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity. New York, NY 10027 (frec).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
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Techniques. Cognitive Style, Elementary Second-
ary Education. *Equal Education. *Females,
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cnces. *Sex Discrimination, Sex Fairness, Sex
Role, Socialization. Student Educational Objec-
tives. Teacher Role, Teaching Mcthods

{dentifiers—ERIC Digests
This Digest reviews common teaching practices

and mcthods of communication in the classroom to

indicate the treatment of female students that inhib-
its their ability to successfully lcarn mathematics as
well as identifying some negative attitudes about
female mathematics achievement held by teachers
and parcnts that may deter girls from continuing
their mathematics education. A look at socialization
issues indicates that a decline in self-esteem and
capitulation to the forces of socialization encourage
girls to focus on their bodies at the expense of a
whole-person or achicvement oricntation. Explora-
tion of learning styles finds that male styles of lcarn-
ing are morc often found in mathematics classcs,
and that girls think that mathematics has no utility
in their lives. An analysis of traditional teaching
methods and curricula also finds that the classroom
structure, designed to foster independent non-col-
laborative thinking., is most supportive of whitc
male. middle-class socialization models. A review of
the role of teachers in lcarning finds that teachers
unconsciously give more attention to male students
and that female students cxpect and receive less
attention Recommendations for change conclude
the Digest Fourteen references are included (JB)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests, Ohio State University.
University of New Hampshire
This ERIC Digest focuses on the student teacher.
the school-based cooperating teacher, and the uni-
versity supervisor. all of whom form a supervisory
triad. Barriers to improved student teaching super-
vision such as incongruent role expectations and
lack of substantive communication and collabora-
tion among triad members are discussed. Some ef-
forts designed to overcome these barriers include:
training for university supervisors to reconceptual-
ize their roles: training for cooperating teachers to
analyze their teaching and supervisory techniques;
and the selection and matching of triad members in
a systematic way. Collaborative efforts at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire and the Ohio State Uni-
versity in which public school and university
personnel act as equal partners arc described. Sev-
cnteen references are cited. (LL)
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Increasc. public interest in education is attracting
students and career-changers to the teaching profes-
sion. This ERIC Digest is organized into questions
and answers dcaling with teacher preparation: (1)
What do teachers do? (2) What are working condi-
tions like? (3) What academic preparation is needed;
{4) Do | take courses after 1 receive my teaching
credential? (5) Is admission to a teacher education
program automatic when adsmitted to a 4-year col-
lege? (o) What courses are taken in a teacher educa-
tion program? (7) How do 1 find teacher education
programs? (8) How do I choose a tcacher education
program; (9) Where can | obtain financial aid infor-
mation? (10) After completing the teacher educa-
tion program. am I eligible to receive a credential?
(11) Are there other ways to become certified? (12)
Where can 1 find information on various State re.
quirements? {(13) Are therc national teaching rc-
quirements? (14) If | meet the requirements in one
State. can | teach in another? (15) How do | locate
jobs? and (16) What is the demand for teachers?
(L)
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Controlled school choice attempts to provide

choice while maintaining ethnic and racial integra-
tion. The following elements are found in most con-
trolled-choice plans: (1) any program that is
successful in one zone must be replicated in all the
other zonmes; (2) parent informaztion centers arc
available to help parents make educated choices; (3)
low-performing and unpopular schools arc assisted
in their efforts to improve; and (4) clear assignment
criteria are utilized to avoid subjective and unfair
assignments. Most controlled-choice districts assign
about 75 percent of students to their first choice,
and 10 percent to their second choice. Evidence
from Cambridge. Massachusetts. indi: .tes that con-
trolled choice has been improving educational qual-
ity. (8 references) (MLF)

ED 344 329 EA 023 906

Conley. David T.

Five Key Issues in Restructuring. ERIC Digest,
Number 69.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management.
Eugene. Oreg.

Spons Agency—Officc of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-EA-92-2

Pub Date—May 92

Contract—R188062004

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Educa-
tional Management. University of Oregon, 1787
Agate Street, Eugene. OR 97403 (free; $2.50
postage and handling).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (07])

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Administrator Role. Change Stratc-
gies, *Community Support. ®Educational Objec-
tives, Elementary Secondary Education. *High
Risk Students, *Outcomes of Education. *Princi-
pals. *School Restructuring

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Five key issues can serve to summarize the com-

plexity of the restructuring process and some of the
challenges being faced: (1) developing a vision that
unites projects; (2) identifying outcomes that will be
assessed: (3) obtaining the active support of the
community; (4) redefining the role of principals
from power-wielders 1o facilitators; and (5) chang-
ing basic organizational practices to better mect the
needs of at-risk students. (10 references) (MLF)
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This digest discusses children with reading diffi-

culties and how these children can be helped to rcad

and learn more effectively. The digest offers a defi-

mition and discussion of dyslexia, examines instruc-

tional conditions that help the reading

comprehension of children labeled as learning dis-

31

abled. offers suggestions for choosing hclpful read-
ing materials. and stresses the importance of a posi-
tive attitude on the part of the child. (RS)
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This digest discusses ways in which public librar-
ies deal with latchkey children who spend their af-
ter-school hours at public libraries while their
parents are at work. Research conducted in 1990 of
110 public libraries revealed that aimost all libraries
encountered unattended children after school
hours. and that most libraries survcyed were not
adversely affected by latchkey children. Nine suc-
cessful or innovative programs in public librarnes in
the United States and Canada that address the
needs of latchkey chil* en are described. These pro-
grams often involve transportation of children from
schools to the library: using retired senior volun-
teers; theater presentations; making available arts
and crafts, games, computers and typewriters.
read-along books. films, and refreshments; activi-
ties. including theater presentations. swimming. and
field trips; and instruction in etiquette. survival and
safety skills. Some programs offer activities de-
signed to foster self-esteem and creativity. child
care referral services for parents. and special ser-
vices for children of immigrants. Recommendations
for libraries includc interacting with community
agencies; conducting research; recruiting children
as futurc library patrons; creating a separate area for
children’s use: using volunteers; and providing arts
and crafts supplies. The digest is adapted from the
book, "Latchkey Children in the Library and Com-
munity: Issues. Strategies, and Programs™ (Oryx
Press. 1991). Eight references arc cited. (BC)
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Identifiers— ERIC Digests
A content analysis was performed to determine

the trends in educational technology for the period

October 1. 1990, through September 30, 1991.

Sources for the analysis included five leading pro-

fessional journals in cducational technology. papers

given at annual conventions of three professional

associations. dissertations from five universities that

have a high leve! of doctoral productivity, and the

cducational technology documents that have been

entercd in the ERIC database. The analysis was
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complementeu by the examination of supplemen-
tary documents to confirm the trends indicated in
the content analysis. This digest features the top
trends and sclected issues identified in the study.
Trends reflect: (1) the creation of technology-based
teaching/learning products that are based largely
upon instructional design and development princi-
ples: (2) an increasingly important role for cvalua-
tion in the instructional development process: (3)
the establishment of distance education as a major
vehicle of instruction at all levels of education; 4)
the presence of microcomputers in almost all public
schools in the United States: and (5) the use of
telecommunications to establish new links between
educators and students. (11 references) (MAB)
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An overview is presented of the ways in which
various types of computer software and instruc-
tional strategics can be used cffectively with En-
glish-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) adult literacy
learners. Computer use in language and literacy de-
velopment in general is first reviewed. It is then
noted that in spite of the progress made in hardware
and sofiware development and toward integrating
computers into adult ESL language and literacy in-
struction. the effectiveness of computer assisted in-
struction (CAIl) is still largely dependent on the
ability of instructors to choose. adsot. and use com-
puter programs cffectively. Some of the problems
are discussed, such as the lack of instructional ap-
proaches for developing both language and literacy
skills simultancously. Instructors are advised to use
software that allows them to alter the content vis an
authoring or editing option in the software package,
or to design activities within a larger framework.
The use of word processors and collaborative writ-
ing is also considered. CAl is concluded 1o be an
cffective experience for adult ESL literacy learners
and their instructors. especially when it is used to
facilitate interpersonal communication as well as
language and literacy skills development. Contains
18 references. (LB)
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This Digest. an update to a 1990 Digest. provides
information on finding employment opportunitics
abroad for teachers of English as a foreign languape
(EFL) Sections highlight the following: consider-
ations for teaching EFL outside of the United
States: general information sources on teaching En-
ghsh abroad: teaching in international schools. and
addtional sources of overseas teaching information.
(c1ght references) (VWL)
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To help teachers and administrators of American

Sign Language (ASL) design and implement effec-

tive ASL programs. this Digest answers questions

about ASL and the essential components of an ASL

program. including ASL course design, methods

and approaches for teaching ASL as a sccond lan-

guage. and ASL instructional materials. (nine refer-

ences) (VWL)
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This digest examines ways in which the foreign

language laboratory can serve to suf port communi-

cative approaches to language in.(ruction by be-

coming interactive. Although. in one sense, this can

be achieved through the acquisition of interactive

hardware. this paper focuses on the pedagogical ap-

proaches to language lab use that create interaction

by allowing students to use the language when their

attention is focused on conveying and receiving au-

thentic messages. These approaches involve

task-based activities. which require the student to

use the language being studied even though the task

itself is not focused on the language. Task-based

activities involve making use of the unique features

of the language lab to create a learning environment

that cannot be rec-eated in the regular classroom.

(VWL)
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The vision of school restructuring seems to be
taking shape. New themes and patterns in curricu-
lum instruction, and assessment have begun to
emerge in American schools. A new focus on social
issues and practical application opens the doors to
more community and parent involvement. Teaching
strategies are becoming more congruent with the
needs. capabilities. and motivations of the learner.
Technology is taking a larger role in education. as
it provides an interface with sources outside the
school. a support for basic skills. and a support for
creativity. A new role for teachers and administra-
tors is also evolving and changing to suit specific
schools and programs. (12 references) (LAP)
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This digest presents details of some of the efforts
to improve the clarity of written communication in
business and the professions. The digest discusses
the Plain English movement: writing in professional
schools (particularly law and engineering): writing
and the medical profesisons: and the public and pro-
fessional writing. (18 references) (RS)
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Ethics in Health, Physical Education, Recreation,
and Darce. ERIC Digest.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Teacher Education. Wash-
ington. D.C.
Spons Agency—Oflfice of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-SP-91-4
Pub Date—Apr 92
Contract—R188062015
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—*Codes of Ethics. Dance, Elementary
Secondary Education. *Ethical Instruction. Eth-
ics, Health, Higher Education, *Moral Values.
Occupational Clusters. Physical Education. Pro-
fessional Continuing Education, Recreation. Spe-
cialization, *Values  Clarification.  Values
Education
Identifiers—ERIC Digests. *N,oral Reasoning
This digest addresses the i nportance to profes-
sional practice of cthics and saared values. focusing
on the ficlds of health. physical education, recrea-
tion, and dance (HPRD). Practitioners in these
fields routinely deal with situations that call upon
moral reasoning and the articulation of values such
as instruction about personal health. sexual behav-
jor. usc of alcohol and tobacco. fair play. and how
one spends leisure time. While a unified code of
cthics. covering a host of different specialties within
HPRD does not exist. specializations share certain
fundamental values, such as promotion of coopera-
tive systems for sclf-cxpression (e.g.. sport as an
instrument for cross-cultural understanding). har-
mony between people and their environments, de-
velopment of good character. familiarity with
cthical concepts, and an interest in moral reflection
These shared values can be fostered in professional
preparation and inservice education. Codes of ethics
can reflect the moral foundation of professional life.
provide an opportunity to instruct beginning pracu-
tioners in professional responsibility. and serve as a
reminder to those tn the field that continued prac-
tice 1s dependent upon compliance with specific ex-
pectations held by colleagues. (LL)
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Coleman. Mick

Planning for Parent Participation in Schools for
Young Children. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early
Childhood Education. Urbana. Il

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washingtor. DC.

Report No.—EDO-PS-91-9

Pub Date—91

Contract—RI188062012

Note—3p.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071) — Guides - Non-Classroom (055)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Communication (Thought Transfer).
Cultural Awareness. Family Influence. Parent
Materials. *Parent Participation. *Parent School
Relationship. *Parent Teacher Conferences. Par-
ent Teacher Cooperation. *Preschool Education.
*Teacher Role

Identifiers——ER IC Digests
Because family and school represent the primary

environments in which young children grow and

develop. it is important to build and maintain strong
parent participation in preschool education. Teach-
ers can plan parent participation strategies to give
equal consideration to the needs of all families rep-
resented in a class. Teachers can plan for parental
involvement by: recognizing and overcoming barri-
ers to participation; considering the resources and
expertise of parents: developing communication
strategies for such products as newsletters; planning
ahead for parent-teacher conferences and following
up on them; empowering parents with confidence:
creating an environment that encourages informa-
tion sharing; and limiting the number of educational
objectives. To improve multicultural parent partici-
pation. teachers can: ask parents for advice and as-
sistance. avoid generalizations about children from
different backgrounds. and review children’s social
networks and assignments in small group activities.

Contains S references. (LB)
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Berger. Sandra L.

Differentiating Curriculum for Gifted Students.
ERIC Digest #ES510.

Council for Exceptional Children. Reston, Va..
ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted
Children. Reston. Va.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-EC-91-15

Pur D-re—91

Ce —R188062007

N p.

Ava.-aote from—Council for Exceptional Children.
Publication Sales. 1920 Association Dr.. Reston.
VA 22091-1589 ($1.00 each. minimum order
$5.00 prepaid).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Curriculum Development. Curricu-
lum Evaluation. *Educational Principles. Elemen-
tary Secondary Education. °*Gifted, Special
Programs. Student Characteristics. Student De-
velopment, Student Needs, *Talent

\dentifiers— Differentiated  Curriculum  (Gifted).
ERIC Digests
No matter where gifted and talented students ob-

tain their education, they need an appropriately dif-

ferentiated curriculum designed to address their
individual characteristics. needs, abilities. and inter-
ests. A program that builds on these characteristics
may be viewed as Quaiitatively (rather than quanti-
tatively) different from the basic curriculum. This
curriculum would result from appropriate modifica-
tion of content, process. environment. and product
expectation and student response, Curriculum ef-
fectiveness can be judged by examining mastery of
basic skills. problem-finding and problem-solving
activities. and connections within and across sys-
tems of knowledge. Seven guiding principles for cur-
riculum differentiation are offered. covering such
areas as productive thinking skills. self-dirccted
learning. and in-depth study. (11 references) (JDD)
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Weaver. Tyler

Year-Round Education. ERIC Digest, Number €8.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management.
Eugene. Oreg.

Spons Agency— Office of Educational Research

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
Report No.—EDO-EA-92:1 ’

Pub Date—-92
Contract—R188062004
Note—3p.

P
Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Educa-
tional Management. University of Oregon. 1787
Agate Street. Eugene. OR 97403 (free except for
$2.50 postage and handling).
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071) o
EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postige,
Descriptors—Academic Achievement. Elementary
Secondary Educstion. *Learning Processes.
*School Schedules. Student Improvement, *Year
Round Schools
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Schools usually adopt year-round education
(YRE) for its cost saving features. but a year-round
calendar affects all aspects of a school. The primary
educational benefit of YRE is that it facilitates con-
tinuous student learning. YRE's effect on the curric-
ulum is more complicated at the secondary level
than at the clementary level. While studies rarely
show that YRE lessens student achievement. a dis-
trict’s decision to implement or not to implement
YRE should include the following considerations:
(1) differences in schools; (2) problems caused by
offseason vacations: (3) teachers’ need for the long
summer break to continue their own education: (4)
family disruption; (5) community opposition: and
(6) year-round administrator burnout. (9 refer-
ences) (MLF) -
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Mohai, Caroline E.

Peer Leaders in Drug Abuse Prevention. ERIC
Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personriel
Services. Ann Arbor. Mich.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washirgton, DC.

Report No.—EDO-CG-91-7

Pub Date-- 31 Dec 91

Contract—R188062011

Note—3p.

Available from--ERIC/CAPS. 2108 School of Ed-
ucation. University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, Ml
48109-1259.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MFO1/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Drug  Abuse. Elementary School
Students. *Elementary Secondary Education.
*Peer Counseling. *Prevention, Secondary
School Students

Identifiers—ERIC Digests .
Although peer leaders have been effectively as-

sisting school staffs since the 1960s, they have re-

cently assumed their most critical role to date. Peer
leaders are leading other students through drug pre-
vention curricula. particularly those based on the

Special Influence Model (SIM). which seeks to

stregthen students’ awareness of and resistance to

external pressures cxerted by family. friends. and
the media. and to internal pressures such as low
self-esteem that can lead youth to drug use- In addi-
tion. peer leaders are serving as prevention program
administrators and often are taking the lcadership in
developing alternative drug-frec school and com-
munity activities. (ABL)
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Huey, Wayne C.

Counseling Teenage Fathers: The “Maximizing a
Life Experience” (MALE) Group. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel
Services. Ann Arbor. Mich.

Spons Agency —Office of Educational’ Research
and improvement (ED). Washington. DC. ’

Report No.—EDO-CG-91-6 .

Pub Date—31 Dec 91

Contract- -RI88062011

Note—3p.

Available from— ERIC/CAPS. 2108 School of Ed-
ueation. University of Michigan. Ann Arbor. Ml
48109-1259

Pub Type— ERIC I[nformation AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

E£DRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Counseling Services. *Early Parent-
hood. *Fathers. Intervention. Legal Responsibil-
ity, Parent Responsibility. Parent Rights,
Resources. *School Counscling. Secondary Edu-
cation. *Secondary School Students

Identifiers - ERIC Digests. Legal Rights

33

" Most teenage fathers care about what happens to
their children and need to be given the opportunity
to explore their concerns and feelings: however.
they do not usually ask for help on their own. The
Maximizing a Life Experience (MALE) program
focuses on the goals of helping young men to under-
stand their emotional as well as their legal rights and
responsibilitics as unwed fathers and to learn about
available resources. The program. which consists of
cight sessions plus a group evaluation. is described.
and it is concluded that school counselors must be-
come more active in responding to the silent cries
of the forgotten half of the teenage pregnancy prob-
lem. (ABL)
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Griggs. Shirley A.

Learning Styles Counseling. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnet
Services. Ann Arbor, Mich. .

Spons Agency—Office of Educational .Research
and Improvement (EC). Washington. DC. Center
for Libraries and Education Improvement.

Report No.—EDO-CG-91-5
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Contract—RI188062011
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Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
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Descriptors—Academiz. Achievement. *Cognitive
Style. Counseling Services. *Counseling Tech-
niques. * Counselor Role. Elementary School Stu-
dents. *Elementary -Secondary  Education.
Intesvention. Secondary School Students. Stu-
dent Characteristics

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
The challenge for schools today is to assess the

learning style characteristics of each student and to

provide teaching and counseling interventions that
are compatible with those characteristics, The coun-
selor’s role is major-both as a consultant to teachers
and as a provider of counseling services. This digest
discusses learning style models. diagnosing tearning
styles. matching learning style preference with ap-
propriate counseling techniques. and the need for
counselors to become skilled in consultation  *%
teachers. Counselors across the nation whe

implemented learning style approaches has

ported positive changes mn students’ acadennc
achievement and attitudes toward school as a result.

{ABL)
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Sanborn. Robert

Internationalizing the University Carcer Center.
ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel
Services, Ann Arbor. Mich.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CG-91-4

Pub Date—31 Dec 91

Contract—R1880620i 1

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC/CAPS, 2108 School of Ed-
ucation. University of Michigan. Ann Arbor. Ml
48109-1259.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071) .

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Pius Postage.

Descriptors—®Career Counseling. Cureer Guid-
ance. Colleges, Coilege Students. *Global Ap-
proach, Higher Education, Student Personnel
Services. Trend Analysic, *Universities

Identifiers—*Career Centers, ERIC Digests
Internationalization of higher education and of

the student services areas within universities is al-

most certainly a subject to be dealt with now or in
the near future. Career centers may be pressed to
interna. ‘onalize sooner than other areas because of
student ‘emand. The university career center
should res, 2nd to this demand and seek to assist
students in participating in the global economy

This digest briefly sketches: the development of the

program: establishing the n~ed: creating an adminis-

trative base: the primary program goals; compo-
nents of the internationalized career center: possible
problems: and societal benefits. (ABL)
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Coping with Fears and Stress. ERIC Digest.
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ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel
Services. Ann Arbor. Mich.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CG-91-3
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Contract—R[88062011

Note—3p.

Available from--ERIC/CAPS. 2108 School of Ed-
ucation. University of Michigan. Ann Arbor. Ml
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Descriptors—* Anxicty, Elementary School Stu-
dents. Elementary Secondary Education. *Fear.
High Risk Students. Intervention. *Prevention.
*School Counseling. Secondary School Students.
Stress Variables

1dentifiers— ERIC Digests
Children's fears can have a sclf-preserving and

motivational quality or have an inhibiting or debili-
tating effect. Counselors can usc three levels of in-
tervention for the prevention of disturbances related
to fcar and anxicty. The first of these focuses on
developmental guidance and counseling activities
designed for all children to develop a sense of con-
trol. sccunty. and sclf-worth. The second level of
prevention should focus on higher risn children
~those who have been exposed to traumatic events
and who are therefore more susceptible to develop-
ing fear related problems. Finally. the third level
should focus on children who are actually in the
process of experiencing fear disturbances and whe
lack the ability to cope with these fears.
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Lee, Courtland C.

Empowering Young Black Males. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghousc on Counscling and Personnel
Services. Ann Arbor. Mich.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CG-91-2

Pub Date—31 Dec 91

Contract—R[88062011

Note -3p.

Available from—ERIC/CAPS. 2108 School of Ed-
ucation. University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, Ml
48109-1259.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Black Students. *Counselor Role.
Elementary Sccondary Education. *Males

Identifiers—ERIC Digests. Self Empowerment
Y oung black males in contemporary American so-

ciety face major challenges to their deveclopment

and well-being. Social. cultural. and cconomic
forces have combined to keep black males from as-
suming traditional masculine roles. Counsclors
committed to the cause of black maiec empowerment
can play an active role in promoting developmental
initiatives at both the clementary and secondary
level. Empowerment interventions ‘or young black
males must take into account African and African-

/American culture and its crucial rcle in fostering

socialization. Counsclors committed to black male

empowerment may need to assume the role of edu-
cational advocate. (ABL)
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Are School-Based Drug Prcvention Programs
Working? ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel
Services, Ann Arbor. Mich.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
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Students. Elementary Sccondary Education.
*Prevention. Program Design. *Program Effec-
tiveness. *School Activities. Secondary Scheol
Students

Identifiers ERIC Digests
The effectiveness of many specific drug preven-

tion strategies is not known yet. primarily because
of poor program cvaluation design. However. evi-
dence has shown that interventions based on the
social influence model arc effective. Regardless of
strategies employed. all prevention programs must
start carly; involve coordinated efforts with the
community; include students. parents. teachers and
community members in the planning process: and
implement a systematic and comprchensive pro-
gram, The program should be based on a clear hy-
pothesis: contain different strategies for different
populations: and give special attention to the needs
of at-risk students. (ABL}
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Ascher. Carol

Retaining Good Teachers in Urban Schools.
ERIC/CUE Digest, Number 77.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education, New
York. N.Y.

Spons Agency—Department of Education. Wash-
ington. DC. Office of Planning. Budget, and Eval-
uation.; Office of Educational Research and
Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
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Descriptors—Burcaucracy. Class Size, * Elementary
School Teachers. Elementary Secondary Educa-
tion. Faculty Mobility, *Inner City. Master
Teachers. Participative Decision Making. Profes-
sional Continuing Education. *Secondary School
Teachers. *Teacher Persistence. Teacher Role.
*Teaching Conditions. Team Teaching, Urban
Problems. *Urban Schools

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Secnior. high quality teachers can be retained in

inner city schools despite limited resources and dif-
ficult conditions. Compared to teachers in suburban
and rural school districts. teachers in urban systems
often have lower salaries, work under greater bu-
reaucratic constraints. teach more students per day.
and lack basic materials. Good. supportive working
conditions can significantly mitigate such draw-
backs. The following mecasures can serve to create
an attractive working environment for urban school
teachers: (1) improving the management of existing
resources and involving teachers in decisions made
at the school level; (2) working for smaller class
sizes. which benefits students as well as teachers; (3)
rewarding good teaching with opportunities and in-
centives to remain in the classroom (such as master
teacher recognition within the school that allows
experienced teachers power, prestige. and money
while students and new teachers can continue to
benefit from the master teachers’ expertise): (4)
minimizing burcaucracy and empowering teachers
through greater knowledge about their field. their
professional community. and educational policy: (5)
breaking down teacher isolation through team
teaching and joint planning; and (6) helping teach-
ers to try out new teaching methods and generate
new ideas for a sense of continual professional learn-
ing. Since the effectiveness of urban schools is
largely dependent upon quality teachers, efforts to
retain them should be a high priority. Included are
mine references. (JB)
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Considerations in Teaching Culturally Diverse
Children. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Teacher Education. Wash-
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Awareness, Cultural Background, *Cultural Plu-
ralism. Elementary Secondary Education. Higher
Education. *Minonty Group Children. *Multi-
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cultural Education. *Preservice Teacher Educa-

tion. *Teacher Education Curriculum
Identifiers—*® Diversity (Student). ERIC Digests

Recent projections estimate that minorities. n-
cluding African Americans. Hispanics. Native
Americans, and Asians, will comprise one-third of
the U.S. population. Currently. the majority of pro-
spective teachers are White females. a situation
which stands in sharp contiast to the backgrounds
of the students they will teach. This digest ¢xamines
considerations within preservice teacher education
programs to address this challenge. Rescarchers
have recommended that the following be included
in the teacher education curriculum: (1) at least onc
course in multicultural education that takes into
consideration the needs of all students: (2) informa-
tion about the history and culture of students from
a wide range of ethnic, racial. linguistic. and cultural
backgrounds; (3) integration of content about the
contributions made by various groups: (4) informa-
tion about first and second language acquisitior and
effective teaching practices for working with stu-
dents from limited English proficient backgrounds:
and (5) field experiences and student teaching op-
portunities with students from varying back-
grounds. (LL)
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Fax for Library Services. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Information Resources.
Syracuse. N.Y.
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Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Informa-
tion Resources. Syracuse University. 030
Huntington Hall. Syracuse. NY 13244-2340 (frez
while supply lasts).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisPreducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors— Academic Libraries, Elementary Sec-
ondary Education, °*Facsimile Transmission.
Higher Education. ®Interlibrary Loans. Learning
Resources Centers. Library Networks. ®Library
Services. Public Libraries. Rescarch Libraries.
*Shared Library Resources. User Needs (Infor-
mation)

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest discusses how librarics of 1l types are

using the facsimile (or “fax™) machine to meet users’

information needs. A definition of facs mile tech-
nology includes the components of a fa: machine.
the four types of fax machines, and the rezent devel-
opment of the “'fax board.” which allows a computer
to transmit information to other fax :nachines or
computers with fax boards. A brief history of the use
of facsimile in libraries is then given and it is noted
that libraries predominantly »:se this technology to
speed interlibrary loan materials and requests. Also
described is the current use of the fax to form com-
binations of academic, public. school. and special
libraries to share information resources. A number

of factors to be considered before implementing a

fax service are listed. including questions that relate

to both general and interlibrary loan usage policics.

The digest concludes with descriptions of various

features of facsimile machines that libraries might

consider before sclecting equipment for purchase.

(13 references) (MAB)
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ministration. *Educational Finance, Educationa!
Planning, *Educational Policy. Elementary Sec-
ondary Education. Higher Education. High Risk
Students, Management Teams, Parent Participa-
tion, *Personnel Management. Program Evalua-
tion. Racial Bias. School Based Management.
School Choice. School Demography. *School
Personnel, School Restructuring. School Safety.
*State School District Relationship
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This compendium contains 40 ERIC Digests pub-
lished by the ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational
Management from 1988 to 1991. Listed alphabeti-
cally by title. the digests discuss a wide range of
topics related to school management and adminis-
trative responsibilit’es, followed by 8 to 15 refer-
enccs. Topics covered include AIDS/HIV
education: evaluation of students, personnel. and
academic programs; school finance. accountability.
and fiscal policy concerns; school safety and secu-
rity issues: treatment of racism. sexual abuse. drug
abuse. and drug-affected children: programs for
at-risk youth and their families; and recruitment of
minority teachers. Other topics are changing school
demographics: team management. school-based
management and school restructuring: policy analy-
sis; strategic planning; teacher and administrator
preparation; the state-school district relationship;
the role of education; magnet schools: and parental
involvemnent in the education process. Each of these
Digests aiso appears separately in the ERIC data-
base. (MLH)
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Descriptors—*Communication  Skills, *Employ-
ment Interviews, Higher Education. High
Schools, Job Applicants. Job Application. Skill
Development, Speech Communication

Identifiers—*Communication Strategies. ERIC Di-
gests
Intended tc help prepare individuals for job seck-

ing. this digest suggests some resources to consult to
help improve basic communication skills needed for
the interview process. The digest reviews research
on teaching interview skills in the classroom. dis-
cussing role playing. videotapes. and techniques
workshops. The digest also lists practical tips for the
interviewee. (RS)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests. indiana. *Writing Con-
fercnces
During the summer of 1990. a university English

education professor in Indiana responded to the

writing of 20 fourth through seventh graders via 3

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

computer installed in his home. The students wrote

daily anything ranging from a 3-line haiku to 10-20

computer-screen stories. The classroom teacher

took the students through the steps in the writing
process. suggesting topics and writing modes where
appropriate. All of the students’ writing was sent
daily by computer network to the professor. who
responded to each piece. More than half of the stu-
dents incorporated some. if not all, of the professor’s
suggestions in their revisions. After responding to

263 pieces of writing. the professor now has no

doubts that students at all levels of instruction write

more and write better when they can use a computer
and when they have an interestcd audience in addi-
tion to the classroom teacher. (RS)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest suggests ways that elementary and

secondary magnet schools in urban settings are per-
ceived to provide a superior education. offers an
evaluation of their effectiveness. and looks at issues
for policymakers that arise from the magnet's suc-
cess. Magnet schools appeal to families and students
for the following reasons: (1) program coherence:
(2) a safer, more orderly climate. an environment
that is conducive to learning. and an image of excel-
lence: (3) a sense of shared enterprise and a commit-
ted. enthusiastic faculty and student body: (4) a
focus on career preparation; (5) a committed, char-
ismatic principal; (6) implementation of educational
reforms: and (7) school autonomy. The answer to
whether or not these schools are actually better than
regular zoned schools is not clear. Some studies in-
dicate that magnets produce test scores above their
district average. Other studies indicate that there is
great diversity of quality among magnet schools. In
addition. some magnet schools have exceptionally
good records with inner-city student populations
producing very low dropout rates and very high
graduation rates. Issues arising from the existence
and success of magnet schools are outlined for poli-
cymakers and include the following: (1) student
creaming (magnets succeed because they have all
the best students): (2) resource hogging (magnets
draw scarce resources away from regular schools)
and (3) clitism. Included are six references. (JB)
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Descriptors— Accountability, Administrative Prob-
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School Teachers, *Stress Variables. *Teacher
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Identifiers-—ERIC Digests
Urban school restructuring. although it can break

down bureaucracy and empower teachers. can also

scem cistant from the day-to-day problems of most
teachers, and cven increase teacher burncut. Many
of the following initiatives of the school restructur-
ing movement may intensify a tcacher’s frustration:

(1) school-bused management may raise the com-

munity's expectation but increase pressure on

teachers and increase teacher frustration if new con-

teal does not lead to clear cducational benefits: (2)

accountability may increase teacher stress and pro-

mote covert competition; (3) career ladders may
increase competition or result in bitterness as the
criteria for promotior. are ambiguous or tainted: ()
the intense atmosphere and professional dcmands of
schools-within-schools can exacerbate tensions. fa-
voritism. and competition for scarce resourccs as
the minischools within the schools compete for rec-
ognition and resources and add a layer of bureau-
cracy and stress; (5) curriculum initiatives. when
their implementation lacks appropriate staff devel-
opment. mentoring. and peer coaching. can gener-
ate stress; and (6) flexible schcduling and tcam
tcaching do not work well in a school with a compei-
itive ethos. Although all initiatives may improve

urban education. only curriculum initiatives im-

prove teaching and learning. Included are eight ref-

erences. (JB)
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while supply lasts).

Pub Type— ERIC Informetion AnalysisProducts
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Descriptors—Academic Libraries. Access to Infor-
mation. *Computer Networks. Elementary Sec-
ondary  Education. *Federat  Legislauion.
Government Role. Higher Education. *Inforina-
tion Networks, | taring Resources Centers, Na-
tional Program  Public Libraries. Research
Libraries. Technological Advancement. *Tete-
communications

tdentifiers—ERIC Digests, High Performance
Computing Act 1991, INTERNET. °*National
Research and Education Network
Federal legislation authorizing the creation of the

National Resecarch and Education Network
(NREN)-ie., the High-Performance Computing
Act of 1991 (P.L. 102-194)-was signed into law by
the President in December 1991. This network is
cnvisioned as an expansion and enhancement of the
existing U.S. Internet, the collection of intercon-
nected computer networks that is currently used by
over one million U.S. researchers. educators, stu:
dents from K-12 to postgraduate levels. and others.
This digest reports on the current status of Federal
policy initiatives related to the NREN and discusses
trends and issues 1n electronic networking that are
of interest to members of the education and library
communities. The digest lists important features of
the Federal Government's plans for funding, creat.
ing, and managing the NREN. It is noted that the
government hopes the development of the NREN
will enhance national productivity and competitive-
ness as well as speed scientific and techmcal ad-
vances in a number of fields. 1t is argued that the
potential of the NREN to dramatically change the
nature of education and scholarship is becoming
more apparent, particularly when the library and
education communitics arc continuing to expand
their use of electronic networks The digest con-
cludes by indicating types of issues involved 1n the
transition to a networked information environment.
and some technology trends that could have an 1m-
pact on networking. (9 references) (MAB)
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mation Technology. Learning Resources Centers.
L'brary Collection Development, Literacy. Opti-
cal Data Disks. Public Libraries, School Libraries.
Special Libraries. Telecommunications, *User
Needs (Information)
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest discusses some of the major trends and
issues found in a systematic content review of the
professional literature of library and information
science. Two “megatrends”™ are identified and dis-
cussed: (1) the concern for the impact of technology
upon every facet of library work, in academic.
school. public. and special libraries; and (2) the con-
tinued focus on the user and the impact of specific
developments on the user. The digest also identifics
and discusses the following trends: (1) the increas-
ing demand for and provision of end-user access 0
computer-based information resources: (2) the in-
creasing usc of networks and telecommunications
by all types of libraries; (3) the continued growth in
computer-based information sources revolving
around CD-ROM technology: (4} the increasing fo-
cus on collection management activities to enable
libraries to better meet the general goals of institu-
tions as well as the specific needs of users: (5) the
increasing concern of libraries with reaching out to
new user groups: and (6) libraries’ focus on the pro-
motion of literacy. (10 references) (MAB)
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Identifiers—- ERIC Digests
Noting that the merging of various types of media

with the computer has presented the field of educa-
tion with a hybrid technology called interactive
multimedia (also referred to as hypermedia). this
digest begins by defining this technology as “thc
integration of text. audio. graphics. still image. and
moving pictures into a single. computer-controlled.
multimedia product™ (McCarthy. 1989). The four
major components of an interactive multimedia sys-
tem-i.c.. the data system. the software. the hard-
ware. and the communications system-arc
described. and advantages and disadvantages asso-
clated with hypermedia are examined. Examples of
hypermedia applications and programs are also
given The digest concludes with a look to the future
of hypermedia and the numerous design 1ssueg that
need to be resolved (14 references) (MAB)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This brief report summarizes a longer report with

the same title. It focuses on the outcomes of aca-

demic advising within the context of research on
contact between faculty and students. student in-
volvement, and persistence. It is suggested that col-
leges and universities usc strategic planning to
design advising programs based on relationships of
shared responsibility and focused on student suc-
cess. 1t is noted that academic advising has shown
positive benefits in improving student persistence.
involvement. and motivation, Considered are ways
advisers can engage students in the advising process
and assist students in transition. Recommended is
the systematic development of the advising process
through collaboration of administrators. coordina-
tors. advisers. and support personnel. Recommen-
dations for student advising include: (1) promotc
concepts of shared responsibility for both students
and the institution; (2) begin the advising relation-
ship with an awareness of the larger purpose of ad-

vising and move to an awareness of details; and (3}

develop a collaborative environment where students

can contact many members of the college commu-
nity for answers to questions that arise in academic
planning. Contains six references. (GLR)
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ldentifiers-—ERIC Digests, Family Work Relation-
ship
This bricf report summarizes a longer report with

the same title. It examines the problem- of the in-
creasingly severc shortage of qualified teachers in

American higher education and the need to recruit

large numbers of new faculty during the next decade

and. as the potential solution to both problems. the
recruiting of women to fill these faculty posiions

Discussions include responses to the following ques-

tions- (1) whether women are an underutilized rc-

source for new faculty: (2) if gender discrimination
still exists in higher education; (3) if there are differ-
ences in scholarly productivity between men and
women, and (4) how women manage the conflicts
between family and carcer. The report makes the
points that women have higher attrition rates and
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slower career mobility in higher education than
their male counterparts; that a form of gender dis-
crimination does still exist: that there is no evidence
to suggest that women arc less scholarly or produc-
tive than men; and that today. both men and women
experience problems in balancing family and carecr
with little support from their universities. Ten steps
are prescnted that universities can take to increasce
gender equity (e.g.. stop the tenure clock for | year
for the birth or adoption of a child or a severe family
crisis). Contains eight references. (GLR)
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Identifiers—*Acuve Learning. ERIC Digests
This brief report summarizes a longer document

with the same title. It reviews literature on the im-
portance of using active learning teaching tech-
niques in the classroom. describes what active
learning is. discusses how this technique can be in-
corporated into the classroom and identifies barricrs
to the use of this approach. Strategics that promote
active learning are described as instructional strate-
gics that involve students in doing things and think-
* .z about what they are doing. as opposed 1o passive
listening to a lecture. 1t is noted that such learning
activities have a powerful impact on student learn-
ing and that students actually prefer strategies pro-
moting active learning to traditional lsctures.
Several ways of incorporating active learning into
the classroom are suggested. such as: (1) pausing in
lectures to atlow students to consolidate their notes;
(2) including brief demonstrations or short. un-
graded writing exercises followed by discussion: (3)
developing group discussions: (4) using feedback
and guided lectures: and (5) using debates, prob-
lem-solving models. and role playing. Barriers to
implementing active learning include faculty resis-
tance. class time availability. class sizc. inadequate
matcrials and equipment. and teacher preparation
time. Contains seven references. (GLR)
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This digest presents summary statistics addressing
the following questions: (1) "How are children with
disabilities defined?” (2) "Who are the students
served?” (3) “Where are these students receiving
their special education?” and (4) "How many teach-
ers are needed?” The digest also examines past and
present trends and their implications for the future
of special education. Trends identified include: a
possible future decrease in special education stu-
dents as prereferral interventions serve “hard to
teach™ students; a continuing decrease in the num-
ber of students identificd as mentally retarded (pos-
sibly due to more restrictive standards. a
corresponding increased number of students identi-
ficd as learning disabled. and avoidance of overre-
presentation of minority students as mentally
retarded); a possible increase in the number of chil-
dren served duc to prenatal exposure to drugs and
alcohol: and increased numbers of very young chil-
dren served as a result of federal mandates. Includes
10 references. (DB)
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Identifiers—ERI1C Digests. *Incarcerated Youth
This digest summarizes available information on

the educational needs of disabled youth in correc-

ticnal facilities. The high incidence of disabilities
among incarcerated youth is noted and explanations
arc offered (c.g.. they may not be recognized as
disabled). The following topics arc addressed: enti-
tlement of youths with disabilities in correctional
facilitics to the substantive and due process rights of
Public Law 94-142; the types of correctional pro-
grams in which special educational services are pro-
vided; agencies that provide special education
services to incarcerated youth: and practices recom-
mended for special education of incarcerated youth.
such as functional assessment and instruction. tran-
sition services. and collaborative linkages. Includes
11 refesences. {(DB)
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Identifiers - ERIC Digests. *Suicide Prevention
This digest summarnizes information on incidence

in and identification and intervention of potentially

suicidal children and youth with disabilitics Esti

mates suggesting that some categories of excep-
tional youth have higher suicide rates than the gen-
cral population are cited. Suicide risk factors and
signs that a student is potentially suicidal are listed.
as are recommendations to the media to reduce the
contagious effects of suicide reports. The role of
educators in identifying potential suicides, referring
them to appropriate services, and providing a sup-
portive cnvironment is bricfly discussed. Responsi-
bilities of the school and of school psychologists in
assessing such students are noted. Components of
effective school prugrams are listed: these include a
designated school contact person. casc manage-
ment, crisis teams at the school and district levels,
and teacher training. Includes 10 references. (DB)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest summarizes available information on

the importance of HIV (human immunodeficiency

virus) prevention education cfforts for students with
disabilities. The digest notes these students’ in-
creased risk of HIV infection due to their lack of
knowledge. misinformation. poor social skills, low
self-esteem. poor judgement. and tendency to let
others control them. Estimates of the numbers of
special education students with various handicaps
receiving HIV prevention education are provided.

The purposes of HIV prevention education are out-

lined. and the importance of focusing on the linkage

of personal behavior to HIV infection is stressed.

Includes five references and six resources. (DB)
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Identifiers ERIC Digests
This digest. based on a longer document utled

~Alcohol and Other Drugs. Use. Abuse. and Dis-

abilities” by Peter E. Leone, addresses the following
questions. (1) “Are students with disabling condi-
tions more likely to use or abuse alcohol or other
drugs than their peers?” (usually a "no” response):

{2) "Are students with problems of alcohol and drug

dependency entitled to special education and re-

lated services?” (not under the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Act of 1973): (3) "How should schools respond to

students carolled in special education programs
who use drugs and/or alcohol?” (develop awareness
and prevention activities and referral to treatment
efforts); and (4) "How can schools and educators
deter students enrolled in special education pro-
grams from using drugs and alcohol?” (despite the
lack of effectiveness data on school-based preven-
tion programs. there is some cvidence that schools
can provide quality educational services and coordi-
nate with other agencies). Includes 10 references
and a list of 4 additional resources. (DB)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests. ®*Fetal Drug Exposure
This digest bricily summarizes available informa-

tion on the educational needs of prenatally sub-

stance cxposed infants and children. Estimated
incidence figures are given for the numbers of chil-
dren exposed in utero to illicit drugs and alcohol.

The importance of parent/caregiver cducation 1n

specific techniques to increase infant alertness and

interactions is stressed. Sixteen recommended
classroom strategies arc grouped into protective fac-
tors (c.g.. developmentally appropriate curricula)
and facilitative processes (¢.g.. encouraging child
attachment to an adult and allowing child decision
making). Transdisciplinary/transagency ap-
proaches to program development are encouraged.

Also listed are five references and six resources.

including hotlines and organizations. (DB)

ED 340 148 EC 300 797

Heflin. L. Juane

Developing Effective Programs for Special Educa-
tion Studeats Who Are Homeless. ERIC Digest
H#ES04.

Council for Exceptional Children. Reston. Va:
ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted
Children, Raston. Va.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—~EDO-EC-91-9

Pub Date--Nov 91

Contract—R [88062007

Note--3p.; For a related document. sec ED 339
167.

Available from—Council for Exceptional Children.
1920 Association Dr.. Reston. VA 22091-1589
($1.00 cach. minimum order $5.00 prepaid. prod-
uct no. E-504).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(JAPS) (071) — Guides - Non-Classroom (055)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postsge.

Descriptors— Access to Education. Agency Coop-
cration, *Disabilitics. Educational Needs. Ele-
mentary Secondary Education.  Enrollment.
*Federal Legislation. Handicap [dentification.
*Homeless People. *Program Devclopment.
*Special Education

Identifiers—ERIC Digests. *Stewart B McKinney
Homeless Assistance Act 1987
This digest. based on a larger document utled.

+Homcless and in Need of Special Education.” by

L. Juane Heflin and Kathryn Rudy. focuses on edu-

cational aspects of the Stewart B. McKinney Home-

less Assistance Act. Briefly discussed are: the
effects of homelessness on children (¢.g.. increased
health problems). ti.e cducational implications of
homelessness (c.g.. low attendance. unsatisfactory
academic progress. poor sclf-concept); and the edu-
catar's role {c.g . encouraging nteragency collabo-

ERIC
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ration and providing remecdiation and tutoring of
basic skills). Also noted is the McKinney Act's edu-
cation portion. Title V1i-B. which guarantees home-
less children access to education. discourages
districts from using restrictive enroliment criteria.
and requires appointment of state coordinators who
must identify special educational needs of homeless
students. Includes 16 refercnces. (DB)

ED 340 147 EC 300 796

Pinkerton. Dianna

Preparing Children with Disabilities for School.
ERIC Digest #ES03.

Council for Exceptional Children. Reston. Va.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted
Children. Reston. Va.

Spons Agency—Officc of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington. DC

Report No.—EDO-EC-91-8

Pub Date—May 91

Contract—R 188062007

Note—3p.

Available from—Council for Exceptional Children.
1920 Association Dr.. Reston, VA 22091-1589
($1.60 each. minimum order $5.00 prepaid. prod-
uct no. ES03).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071) — Guides - Non-Classroom (055)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors——*Disabilities, Early Childhood Edu-
cation. *Early Intervention. Educational Legisla-
tion, *Federal Legislation, Government Role.
Individualized Programs. Models. Parent Role.
*School Readiness. Teacher Role. *Transitional-
programs

Identifiers—*Education of the Handicapped Act
Amendments 1986, ERIC Digests. *Individual-
ized Family Service Plans
This digest summarizes information on the roles

of the Federal Government, the family, and teach-

ers in preparing young children with disabilities for
school. Noted are relevant provisions of Public Law

99.457. the 1986 Amendments to the Education of

the Handicapped Act (Part B). including develop-

ment of Individualized Family Service Plans to aid
in the transition from preschool to the general
school setting. Parents are seen as teachers. part-

ners. decision makers., and/or advocates. The im-

portant roless of both sending- and

receiving-teachers in the transition process. the

Capstone Transition Process. is briefly described.

and the Capstone Transition Timeline of 15 steps is

listed. Includes nine references. (DB)

ED 340 001 CS 010 781

Siegel. Donna Farrell Hanson. Ralph A.

Prescription for Literacy: Providing Critical Edu-
cational Experiences. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills, Bloomington. IN.

Spons Aguency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CS-92-01

Pub Date—92

Contract—R188062001

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading
and Communication Skills. Indiana University.
2805 E. 10th St.. Suite 150. Bloomington. IN
47408-2698.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors —*Educational Improvement. Elemen-
tary Secondary Education, Extracurricular Activ-
ines. Family Involvement, National Surveys.
Parent Participation, Preschool  Education.
*Reading Achievement. Reading Research. *Stu-
dent Characteristics. *Student Development.
*Student Needs

identifiers— Educational Issues. ERIC Digests
Two national studies have recently confirmed that

specific kinds of educational experiences provided

for children by both parents and teachers. from pre-
school through high school. can make a significant
difference in their reading ability as young adults.

Both studies analyzed data gathcred from 3.959

high school students in 24 school districts across the

Umited States. The Kindergarten Reading Fol-

low-up (KRF) study examined long-term effects on

children of being taught to read in kindergarten. The

Reading Development Follow-up (RDF) study

sought to identify specific kinds of experience that

fosters high levels or rcading achicvement in high
school seniors. The results of these two policy stud-
1cs provide parents, cducators, and policymakers

with some straightforward guidelines for cultivating
literacy development. The implications are clear:
students who are provided with more of these spe-
cific kinds of experiences across their development
will have higher reading achicvement levels as
young adults than those who have less. (RS)

EPR 339 749 T™M 017 681
Whetzel. Deborah
The Secretary of Labor’s Commission on Achieving
Necessary Skills. ERIC Digest.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Tests. Measurement. and
Evaluation. Washington. DC. .
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
Report No.-—EDO-TM-92-1
Pub Date—Mar 92
Contract—R 188062003
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—*Basic Skills, *Competence. *Em-
ployment Qualifications, High School Graduates.
High Schools, Individual Characteristics. Inter-
personal Competence. *Job Skills. *Skill Analysis.
Skilled Workers. *Thinking Skills. Vocational
Evaluation. Youth Employment
Identifiers— Department of Labor, ERIC Digests.
*Foundation Skills. Secretarys Comm on Achiev-
ing Necessary Skills
In 1990. Elizabeth Dole, then Secretary of the
Department of Labor, established the Secretary’s
Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills
(SCANS) to determine the skills that youths need
to participate in the workplace and the skill fevels
that entry-level jobs require. SCANS determined
that workplace skills consist of foundation skills and
competencies. Foundation skills are in the three do-
mains of basic skills, thinking skills. and personal
qualities. Competencies fall into the domains of re-
sources. interpersonal skills, information skills, sys-
tems skills, and technology utilization skills.
SCANS identified and defined these skills by asking
commission members for ideas. visiting successful
corporations, and reviewing research. A panel of
experts then drafted a list of skills that were further
refined through review and consultation. SCANS
used a sample of S0 jobs to see how the skill, related
and how clear and comprehensive the experts found
the definitions to be. SCANS also studied how pro-
ficient workers needed to be in eacl. foundation skill
and competency by asking 20 people to rate the skill
levels required for job tasks identified by the job
analysis. SCAN has two further charges: (1) to sug-
gest effective ways to assess proficiency: and (2) to
develop a dissemination strategy for homes.
schools. unions. and businesses. Three references
are listed. (SLD}

ED 339 748 TM 017 680
Bangert-Drowns. Robert L. Rudner. Lawrence M.
Meta-Analysis in Educational Research. ERIC
Digest.
cRIC Clearinghouse on Tests. Mcasurement. and
Evaluetion. Washington. DC.
Spons Agency- -Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
Report No.—EDO-TM-91-11
Pub Date-—Dec 91
Contract -R188062003
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Fostage.
Descriptors—Comparative Analysis. Data Collec-
tion. Definitions. * Educational Research. *Effect
Size. Evaluation Methods. Literature Reviews.
*Meta Analysis. Psychometrics, *Rescarch Meth-
odology. Sampling. Statistical Data
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Meta-analysis is a collection of systematic tech-
niques for resolving apparent contradictions in rc-
search findings. Meta-analysts translate results from
different studies to & common metnic and Statisti-
cally explore the relations between study character-
1stics and findings. Since G. Glass first used the term
“nicta-analysis™ in 1976. it has become a widely
accepted rescarch tool encompassing a family of
procedures in a variety of disciplines. Mcta-analysiy
typically follows the same steps as primary research
(1) the purpose is defined: (2) a sample 1s selected:
(3) data are collected and transformed to a common
metric (often effect size); and (4) statistical proce-
dures investigate the relationships among study
charactenstics and findings. Major mcta-analytic
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approaches include vote counting by categorizing
findings as Ppositive. negative, oOf non-significant;
classic or Glassian meta-analysis: study effect
meta-analysis. with one effcct size computed for
each study; tests of homogeneity to determine the
likelihood that variance among effect sizes is due
only to sampling error: and psychometric meta-
analysis as recomn.~nded by J. E. Hunter and F. L.
Schmidt (1990). Four i ferences are listcd. (SLD)

ED 339 673 SO 022 012

Leming. Robert S.

Teaching the Law Using United States Supreme
Court Cases. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Social Studies/Social Sci-
ence Education. Bloomington. IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDOQ-S0-91-8

Pub Date—Sep 91

Contract-—R188062009

Note—4p.

Pub Type— Guides - Classroom - Teacher (052) —
%RIC Information AnalysisProducts (IAPS})
071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Citizenship Education, Civics. Con-
stitutional History. *Constitutional Law. Court
Role. Democratic Values. Educational Objce-
tives, *Law Related Education. Laws. Sccondary
Education. Social Studies, *Tecaching Methods.
United States History

Identifiers—ERIC Digests. *Supreme Court
Since 1789. the Supreme Court has been making

decisions that affect all U.S. citizens. The study of
Supreme Court cases. therefore. should be an inte-
gral part of civic education. This ERIC Digest dis-
cusses: (1) constitutional issues and Supreme Court
cases that should be taught; and (2) effective strate-
gies for teaching them. It also includes a list of na-
tional organizations that develop resources to
enhance the teaching of Supreme Court cases. (Au-
thor)

ED 339 672 SO 022011

Johnson. Jeffrey R.

Teaching about the Two Koreas. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Social Studies/Social Sci-
ence Education, Bloomirgton. IN.

Spons Agency--Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-S0-91-7

Pub Date— Aug 91

Contract—R188062009

Note—4p.

Pub Type— Guides - Classroom - Teacher (052) -
ERIC Information AnalysisProducts (1APS)
(071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Area Studies, Asian Studies. *Curric-
ulum Development, Educational Resources. For-
eign Countries. Global Approach. *Korcan
Culture, *Korcan War. Secondary Education.
Secondary School Curriculum. Social Studies.
*Teaching Methods. United States History.
World History

1dentifiers-——ERIC Digests. Korea. *North Korea.
*South Korea
Recent events in Europc suggest that the pattern

of global ideological struggte that provoked the divi-
sion of Korea is apparently dissolving. giving way to
nationalist movemcnts. The division of the Korean
people now appcars anachronistic. There are signs
that reunification is possible. Despiue the impor-
tance of the Korean peninsula in world affairs. the
wwo Koreas are often neglected in social studics
courses. To promote effective teaching about them.
this ERIC Digest examines reasons for teaching
about Korea and ways to integrate Korea into the
curriculum. while recommending uscful resources
for teachers. (18 references) (Author)

ED 339 548 PS 020 195

Gomez Rey A.

Teaching with 3 Multicultural Perspective. ERIC
Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early
Childhood Education. Urbana. [ll.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-PS-91-11

Pub Date-- 91

Contract - R188062012

Note - 3p

Pub Type - ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
{1APS) (071}




E

Q

32 Document Resumes

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Bilingualism,  Child Caregivers.
*Childhood Attitudes. *Cultural Awareness, Cul-
tural Background. *Cultural Differences. Day
Care. Early Childhood Education. Elementary
School Curriculum. Ethnic Groups. *Ethnic Ste-
reotypes. *Multicultural Education, Teachers
{dentifiers—Developmentally Appropriate Pro-
grams. ERIC Digests
This paper discusses teaching with a multicultural
perspective in early childhood education. It 1s em-
phasized that a major goal of multicultural educa-
tion is to help children become accustomed to the
idea that there are many lifestyles. languages, cul-
tures. and points of view. Other topics include nega-
tive stereotypes and the influence that early
childhood educators can have on children’s positive
attitudes. Five myths associated with multicultural
education arc presented and dispelled. These are:
(1) Other cultures should be presented as distinct
ways of living that reflect cifferences from the domi-
nant culture: (2) Bilingualism is a liability rather that
an asset; (3 Multicultural education is only relevant
in classes with students who are members of the
groups 10 be studied: (4) There should be a separate.
unified set of goals and curriculum for multicultural
education; and (5) Mere activities, which are not
placed in an explicit cultural context, constitute via-
ble multicultural education curriculum. 1t is empha-
sized that the promotion of positive self-concepts
for children is essential, as is a focus on activities
that hichlight the similarities and differences of all
children’s lives. The challenge for educators is to
present an effective multicultural education founda-
tion by means of which all children can learn to
accept others. Six references are appended. (GLR)

ED 339 443 JC 926 005

Hirshberg. Diane

The Rc:e of the Community College in Economic
and Workforce Development. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Junior Colleges. Los An-
geles. Calif.

Spons Agency —Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.

Report No.- -EDO-JC-91-05

Pub Date—Dec 91

Contract—R188062G02

Mow— 1o,

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts

(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors- *College Role. Community Colleges.

Cooperative Programs. *Economic Development.

Job Training. *Labor Force Development. Re-

training, *School Business Relationship. State

Programs. Two Year Colleges. *Vocational Edu-

cation
Identifiers—ERIC Digests .

The cemmunity college’s role in economic devel-
opmeit has expanded beyond providing traditional
vocational education and job training to include ac-
tivities as diverse as management aad technical as-
sistance for new and small businesses. tech prep
programs with high schools. cooperative education
programs, partnerships with state agencies. and cus-
tomized and contract job training for industries. In
many states. programs have been implemented
which utilize community colleges as the primary
providers of job training and skill development. Cur-
rently. 437 cooperative educatior programs. com-
bining classroom learning and practical. paid.
on-the-job experience. are administered by commu-
nity colleges in 47 states. In addition. small business
development centers. offering education and train-
ing programs as well as counseling. information. and
referral services. are operating at 114 colleges na.
tionwide. Community colleges are also assuming
key roles in statewide economic development plans
mn Hlinois. Ohio. North Carolina, and California.
For exsmple. California’s Economic Development
Networh (EDNet) involves the state’s community
colleges in centers for applied competitive technolo-
gies. centers for international trade development.
total quality management and quality assurance
training. and hazardous matenals technician train-
ing. EDNet also includes a database and electronic
butletin board to 1dentify training programs around
the state and allow colleges instant access to curric-
ula information. Communi.y colieges are playing a
vital role in providing the critical training and re-
training of the workforce that business and industry
require as the U.S cconomy becomes tncreasingly
dependent upon technology (JMC)
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ED 339 400 IR 053 908

Neuman. Delia

Technology and Equity. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Information Resources.
Syracuse, N.Y.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—~EDO-1R-91-8

Pub Datc—Dec 91

Contract—R188062008

Note—4p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Informa-
tion Resources. Syracuse University. 030
Huntington Hall. Syracuse. NY 13244-2340 (free
while supply lasts).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (O71)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—®*Academic  Aptitude, Computers.
Economic Factors, Educationally Disadvantaged.
Elementary Secondary Education. *Equal Educa-
tion, Information Technology. *Microcomputers.
Physical Disabilities. Sex Stereotypes. *Techno-
logical Advancement

1dentifiers—ERIC Digests
This examination of the relationship that exists

between technology and students warns that. al-
though technology is routinely touted as a poten-
tially powerful agent of educational reform.
technology and equity are not inevitable partners. A
review of the literature on computer equity reveals
that many students-not only minority, disadvan-
taged, and inner-city. but also femaie, handicapped.
and rural-have been hampered by inequitable ac-
cess to microcomputers and by widespread patterns
of inequitable distribution and use of microcomput-
ers within and across schools. 1t is argued that lim-
ited hardware and software can in turn lead to
scheduling patterns that favor higher-ability stu-
dents. Other factors that can limit computer access
to selected groups are also identified. including loca-
tion of hardware in areas restricted to advanced
students, setting unnecessarily difficult prerequi-
sites for computer courses. lack of adaptive devices
or special software for handicapped students. and
software that incorporates stereotypes. Examples of
rcsearch findings on computer equity for various
categories of students are given. and it is concluded
that active. committed involvement by equity advo-
cates concerned about the needs of underserved
groups is necessary to ensure equity with and
through technology. especially as CD-ROM and
online searching enter the curriculum. (17 refer-
ences and 6 additional readings) (MAB)

ED 339 111 EA 023 485

Liontos, Lynn Balster

Building Relaticaships between Schools and Social
Services. ERIC Digest Series No. 66.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management.
Eugene, Oreg.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-EA-91-8

Pub Date—Dec 91

Contract—R188062004

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Educa-
tional Management. University of Oregon. {787
Agate Street. Eugene. OR 97403 (free: $2.50
postage and handling).

Pub Type— ERIC lInformation AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Pius Postage.

Descriptors—*Agency Cooperation. *Cooperative
Planning, Elementary Secondary Education. In-
tergroup Relations. Networks, Problem Solving.
*Public Schools. *Shared Resources and Services.
*Social Agencies. Socigl Services

[dentifiers—ERIC Digests
Recommendations for starting a process of collab-

oration between public schools and social service

agencies are offered in this digest. The first step.
information gathering. is discussed. as well as strate-
gics for carrying out other stages in the process-se-
lecting. approaching. and meeting with participants.
problem solving: and maintaining the refationship.

A conclusion is that joint ventures between schools

and agencies inereases accessibility to services and

facilitates imteragency commumication (8 refer-

ences) (LMD}

ED 339 092 EA 023 462

Gaustad. Joan

Identifying Potential Dropouts. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management.

Eugene. Oreg

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-EA-91-7

Pub Date—91

Contract-—R 188062004

Note~-3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Educa-
tional Management. University of Oregon. 1787
Agate Street, Eugene. OR 97403 (frec: $2.50
postage and handling).

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Dropout  Characteristics. Dropout
Rate, *Dropout Research. *Dropouts. *Potential
Dropouts. Prediction, Secondary Education. Stu-
dent Attrition, *Withdrawal (Education)

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
An overview of issues and problems in identifying

and predicting dropouts is presented in this Digest.

The topics discussed are as follows: factors associ-

ated with dropping out: defining and calculating

dropouts; problems in prediction; the usefulness of

current prediction models: and suggestions for im-

proving prediction. The recommendation is made

that educators not overlook the majority of poten-

tial dropouts who are not obviously “at risk.” (9

references) (LMI)

ED 339 074 CS 507 670
Mt(s’s Communication. Special Collection Number

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills, Bloomington, IN.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Waskingtoa, DC.
Pub Date—91
Contract—R188062001
Note—63p.; Also published by EDINFO Press.
Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading
and Communication Skills, Indiana University.
2805 E. 10th St.. Suite 150, Bloomington. IN
47408-2698 ($5.95 plus $2.00 postage and han-
dling).
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1IAPS) (071) — Collected Works - General (020)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC03 Plus Postage.
Descriptc "s—Advertising. Class Activities, Com-
munication Skills. Elementary Secondary Educa-
tion. Ethics, Higher Education. *Journalism.
Mass Media Role, *Mass Media Use, Newspa-
pers. Organizational Communication. Television
Viewing
Identifiers—ERIC Digests. Religious Broadcasting
This ERIC/RCS Special Collection contains 10 or
more Digests (brief syntheses of the research on a
specific topic in contemporary education) and
FAST Bibs (Focused Access to Selected Topics -an-
notated bibliographies with sclected entries from
the ERIC dztabase), providing up-to-date informa-
tion in an accessible format. The collection focuses
on the field of mass communication (inciuding
broadcast and print media. and products such as
video tapes, audio tapes, compact disks. and re-
cords) and its connections with education. The ma-
terial in the special collection is designed for use by
teachers, students. administrawors, researchers. pol-
icy makers. and parents. A profile of the ERIC
Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication
Skills (ERIC/RCS): an order form; an information
on a computerized search service. on searching

ERIC in print. on submitting material to
ERIC/RCS. and on books available from
ERIC/RC? are attached. (RS}

ED 339 v73 CS 597 666

Personal Communication. Special Collection Num-
ber 11.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills. Bloomington. IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educaticnal Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Pub Date—91

Contract—R188062001

Note—64p.: Also published by EDINFO Press

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading
and Communication Skills. Indiana University.
2805 E. 10th St.. Suitc 150. Bloomington. IN
47408-2698 ($5.95 plus $2.00 postage and han-
dling).

Pub Type - ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)  Collected Works - General (020)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC03 Plus Postage.

Descniptors -Audience Awareness. Class Activi-
ties. Communication Apprehension. *Communi-
cation Skills. Creative Dramatics. Debate.
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Elementary Secondary Education. Higher Educa-

tion, *interpersonal Communication. *Inter-

views, Listening Skills, Story Telling
Identifiers—ERIC Digests

This ERIC/RCS Special Collection contains 10 or
more Digests (brief syntheses of the research on a
specific topic in contemporary education) and
FAST Bibs (Focused Access to Selected Topics-an-
notated bibliographies with selected entries from
the ERIC database). providing up-to-date informa-
tion in an accessible format. The collection focuses
on interpersonal and intrapersonal communication.
featuring selections on communication apprehen-
sion, debate, creative dramatics, storytelling, and
listening skills. The material in the special collection
is designed for use by teachers, students. adminis-
trators, researchers, policy makers, and parents. A
profile of the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and
Communication Skills (ERIC/RCS); an order form;
and information on a computerized search service.
on searching ERIC in print, on submitting material
to ERIC/RCS, and on books available from
ERIC/RCS are attached. (RS)

ED 339 029 CS 010 775
Student Literacy. Special Collection Number 12.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills, Bloomington, IN.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
Pub Date—91
Contract—RI88062001
Note-—567p.; Also published by EDINFO Press.
Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading
and Communication Skills. Indiana University.
2805 E. 10th St., Suite 150, Bloomington, IN
47408-2698 ($5.95 plus $2.00 postage and han-
dling).
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS} (071) — Collected Works - General (020)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC03 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—*Beginning Reading. Elementary
Secondary Education., *Family Involvement.
High Risk Students, Informal Reading Invento.
ries. Literacy, Reading Aioud to Others, *Read-
ing Instruction. Reading Writing Relationship.
Writing (Composition)
1dentifiers—ERIC Digests
This ERIC/RCS Special Collection contains 10 or
more Digests (brief syntheses of the research on a
specific topic in contemporary education) and
FAST Bibs (Focused Access to Selected Topics~an-
notated bibliographies with selected entries from
the ERIC database). providing up-to-date informa-
tion in an accessible format. The collection focuses
on reading, writing, speaking, and listening-all the
clements that make up literacy in the language arts.
The material in the special collection is designed for
use by teachers, students, administrators, research-
ers, policy makers, and pareats. A profile of the
ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills (ERIC/RCS); an order form; and infor-
mation on a computerized cearch service. on
scarching ERIC in print, on submitting material to
ERIC/RCS. and on books available from
ERIC/RCS are attached. (RS)

ED 338 899

Lankard, Bettina A.

The Vocational Education/Entrepreneurship
Match. ERIC Digest No. 118.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Adult, Career. and Voca-
tional Education, Columbus. Ohio.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CE-91-118

Pub Date—91

Contract—R188062005

Note -3p.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AraiysisProducts
(IAPS) (071}

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Business Administration. Business
Education. Corporate Support. Economic Oppor-
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Instruction in small business development 1s par-

ticularly appropriate in vocauional and career educa-

tion  Vocational education tcaches students

jobespecific and employability skills and provides

opportunities to use them tn work cxpernience pro-

grams The profile of the adult entreprencur reflects

CE 059 662

characteristics attributed to vocational education
students. Most entreprencurs are action-oriented
people and come from familics where one or both
parents have owned a business. Entrepreneurship
education can be infused into vocational education
to help students anticipate and respond to changc
and make them aware of self-employment as an op-
tion. Vocational education-business partaerships

.benefit entreprencurship by providing a structure by

which business can nurture business creation. Cur-
ricula to help students learn how to start and run
successful businesses have been developed by Cen-
tral High School, Louisville. Kentucky, and Ocean
County Vocational Technical School in Toms
River. New Jersey. Recommendations for curricu-
lum and instruction include emphasis on business
planning, computer applications. managing capital.
marketing. accounting, and business management.
Teacher inservice workshops to encourage infusion
should be offered. (YLB)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests, *National Career De-
velopment Guidelines
The National Career Development Guidelines
provide a comprehensive program that will lead stu-
dents of all ages through a sequer.tial process of
career development. The guidelipes contain 12
competencies that relate to 3 arezs of career devel-
opment-self-knowledge. educational and occupa-
tional exploration, and career planning. Splete and
Stewart reviewed career development abstracts in
the ERIC database between 1980 and 1990 to deter-
mine which strategies for implementing the guide-
lines are most effective and made recommendations
for how the competencies may be achieved by vari-
ous users. Their report is summarized in this digest.
At the elementary level, more parents and comsnu-
nity persons should be involved, increased attention
should be given to self-knowledge activitics. and
media use should be increased. At the middle/y*nior
high school level, recommendations include more
emphasis on sclf-knowlcdge competencies. more in-
volvement of business persons. increased attention
to benefits of educaticnal achicvement. and in.
creased emphasis on job seeking skills. Recommen-
dations for the high school level call for increased
emphasis on activities related to awareness of inter-
relationship of lifc roles. understanding the relation-
ship of work to the cconomy. and interpersonal
skills. Recommendations for aduits’ career develop-
ment include more involvemznt of business and in-
dustry personnel and more exposure 10 carecr
planning activities. Competency-based models for
delivering career development education and guid-
ance are particularly effective. (YLB)
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Moral Values, Needs Assessment. *Program De-
velopment. Teaching Methods
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
R. G. Brockett in two recent articles (1988, 1990)
has proposed a model for helping adult educators
think about their decision making relative to ethical
issues. This model describes a process that allows
adult educators to draw upon their basic values in
making practice decisions. The model's three inter-
related dimensions or levels of ethical practice are
as folluws: personal value system, consideration of
multiple responsibilities, and operationalization of
values. Whether they acknowledge them or not.
adult educators encounter ethical dilemmas in their
practice on a daily basis. Some common cthical di-
lemmas occur in teaching adults and in program
planning. A teacher may encountcr cthical dilem-
mas when his/her personal value system regarding
the appropriate conduct of the learning situation
conflicts with that of students and when other re-
sponsibilities conflict with teaching or arc given a
higher priority than the teaching role. Two areas of
cthical dilemmas are encountered in prograin plan-
ning: those affiliated with needs. whether “felt” or
“expressed” or whether unacknowledged by tie
learner: and those related to fee structures. Brockett
(1990) suggests the following ideas for promoting
cthical practice in adult education: examine oneself.
refiect on ethics in practice, examine the practices
of other professiorns, and encourage and support a
research agend» o2 ethics. (YLB)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Adults experience cyclical periods of stability and
transition throughout life. The conflict between role
cycles may spur career change. Personality differ-
ences between voluntary changers and nonchangers
have been identified in rescarch. Career changcs
may be triggered by factors ranging from the antici-
pated (marriage. empty nest) to the unanucnpatcd
(lllncss.dworcc layoff) to “nonevents™ (c.g.. a mar-
riage or promotion that did not occur). Other fac-
tors are longer life expectancy. changing views of
retirement, and cconomic necessity. New models of
career development that better explain adults® de-
velopmental diversity include Leach and Chakiris’
three types of careers (linear. free form. and mixcd
form) and Cross’ three types of “life plans™ (linear
life plan: redistribution of work. education. and lei-
sure into recurring cycles; and blended life plan).
These new ways of looking at life; carecr cycles and
the transition process suggest approaches tor assist-
ing adults contemplating carcer change A multifac-
cted approach  requires recognizing  the
developmental stages of adults’ multiple life roles
and their interaction. Another modr' suggcsts that
counselors can heip adults in transition rssess four
factors: self, situation, support, and strategies. A va-
riety of coping skills are helpful for managing transi-
tion. A holistic approach to transition managcment
includes obtaining counscling. assessment, and ca-
reer infarmation. A computerized career guidance
system such as the System of Interactive Guidance
and Information can be of value. (11 references)
(YLB)
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ldentifiers—ERIC Digests
This document presents a brief overvie  of con-

flict resolution in school settings and defines con-

flict resolution as: (1) a constructive approach to
interpersonal and intergroup conflicts that helps
people with opposing positions work together to ar-
rive at mutually acceptable compromise solutions:
and (2) as the body of knowledge and practice de-
veloped to realize the approach. It also presents cat-
egories of program types: (1) programs in which the
disputants work among themselves to settle their
differences; and (2) programs in which a mediator

(an uninvolved impartial third party) helps the dis-

putants reach agreement. The following themes of

conflict resolution are reviewed: (1) active listening:

(2} cooperation between disputants: (3) acceptance

of ‘ach other’s differences: and (4) creative prob-

lemn solving. The value of these programs beyond
crime prevention is discussed. The digest highlights
the curriculum-based Resolving Conflict Creatively
progam operating in New York City (New York)
public schools. An examination of program effec-

tiveness looks at evaluation and key components. A

final section on the future of conflict resolution dis-

cusses inservice teacher training and funding ques-
tions. Seven resources and seven references are
included. (JB)
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1dentifiers—ERIC Digests. Mi,ant Student Re-
cord Transfer System
The following two types of student mobility stand

out as causing educational problems: (1) inner-city

mobility, which is prompted largely by fluctuations
in the job market: and (2) intra-city mobility, which
is caused by upward mobility or by poverty and
homelessness. Most research indicates that high
mobility negatively affects student achievement.
particularly when students are from low-income.
less-educated families. High student mobility puts
an enormous burden on schools. Services developed
for one population may need to change: attempts to
momitor school performance are hampered by
changing school papulations. Effective schooling re-
search has provided some suggestions for dealing
with highly mobile students, including p rent edu-
cation and handbooks, reception committees and
guides. classroom buddies for new students, and in-
service training for teachers. Recordkeeping is one
of the most severe problems schools face. Ap-
proaches that may serve as examples are: (1) the

Migrant Student Transfer System. an electronic re-

cord system for Puerto Rico and the mainland

United States that is beginming to keep student re-

cords, (2} an educational passport system for Puerto

Rican students moving between Puerto Rico and
New York or Connecticut: and (3) a pilot record-
keeping system of the National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics. Problems that may arise in the search
for more efficient recordkeeping include student
privacy and school accountability. A list of seven
references is included. (SLD)
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1dentifiers—ERIC Digests
Case study methods involve an in-depth, longitu-
dinal examination of a single instance or event.
They result in an increased understanding of why
the instance happened as it did, and are especially
well suned for generating. rather than testing. hy-
potheses, Six types of case studies are discussed.
based on the framework of L. Datta (1990). For
each. the type of evaluation questions that can be
answered. the functions served, some design fea-
tures, and some pitfalls are reviewed. lllustrative
case studies are descriptive; they use one or two
instances to show what a situation is like. Explor-
atory case studies are condensed case studies, which
are undertaken before implementing a large-scaie
investigation. Critical instance case studies examine
one or a few sites to study situations of unique inter-
est or to test a generalized or universal assertion.
Program implementation case studies k=ip discern
whether implementation is in compliance with 1ts

. intent. Program effects case studies determine the

impact of programs and provide some inferences
about reasons for success or failure, Cumulative case
studies aggregate data from several sites collected at
different times. Evaluators considering the case
study as an evaluation design must decide what type
of question they have and examine the ability of
each type of case study to answer the specific ques-
tion. There are four references. (SLD)
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The Center for Research on Evaluation, Stan-

dards, and Student Testing (CRESST) attempts to

advance the understanding of educational quality by
rescarch and development on the design, implemen-
tation, analysis, and use of assessment information.

CRESST's research programs arc directed at five

major goals: (1) provide leadership to improve as-

sessment policy and practice at the national, statc,
and local levels: (2) improve the quality, sensitivity,
and fairn~ss of student performance asscssments,;

(3) improve the validity of models and indicators for

judging the quality of schools: (4) improve under-

standing of assessment development. implementa-

‘-
td

tion. and effects as they occur in school practice:
and (5) improve understanding of assessment policy
and its contribution to educational improvement.
An cxpanded set of criteria are being developed and
refined for judging the validity of educational as-
sessment. Research currently focuses on the follow.
ing programs: (1) Program 1. building the
infrastructure for improved assessment: (2) Pro-
gram 2. designs for learning-based assessment (pro-
totypes and models); and (3) Program 3,
collaborative development and improvement of as-
sessments in practice. The CRESST team is com-
posed of researchers from the: (1) Center for Study
of Evaluation at the University of California (Los
Angeles); (2) University of Colorado: (3) RAND
Cozsporation: (4) University of Chicago (lllinois); (5)
University of California (Santa Barbara): and (6)
University of Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania). (SLD)

ED 338 704 TM 017 565
Glaser, Robert  Resnick. Lauren
National Research Center on Student Lesrning.
ERIC/TM Digest.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Tests, Mcasu:rcinent. and
Evaluation, Washington, DC.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-TM-91-7
Pub Date—Dec 91
Contract—R 88062003
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071) — Reports - Descriptive (141)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Posigge.
Descriptors—®Agency Role. Classroom Research.
*Critical Thinking. Elementary Secondary Edu-
cation, *Instructional Effectiveness. Knowledge
Level, *Learning Processes, Problem Solving.
Program Descriptions. ®*Research and Develop-
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f{dentifiers—ERIC Digests. ®National Research
Center on Student Learning. University of Pitis-
burgh PA
The work of the National Research Center on
Student Learning (CSL) is described. The CSL. one
of 23 national centers funded by the Office of Edu-
cationai Research and Improvement. is an integral
part of the Learning Rescarch and Development
Center of the University of Pittsburgh (Pennsylva-
nia). The CSL conducts interdisciplinary research
that informs and supports thinking-oriented educa-
tion in the United States. CSL studies how instruc-
tion can encourage students to: (1) ask questions
about what they learn; (2) invent new ways of solv-
ing problems: (3) gonnect new knowledge to infor-
mation they already have: and (4) apply their
knowledge and reasoning skills in new situations.
Research focuses on metacognitive processes that
teachers can nurture and encourage students’ rcgu-
{ation of their own learning, and critical thinking
and the elaboration of problems. The CSL is also
working to build a knowledge base about the reason-
ing styles that are characteristic of different school
subjects (history. scicnce. geography. mathematics.
and social sciences). Other lines of rescarch explore:
(1) domain-specific education; (2) students’ prior
knowledge: (3) social contexts of learning; and (4)
connections between higher order learning skills
and persistence or motivation. CSL rescarch
projects are organized into the three areas of: (1)
strategies for thinking: (2) knowledge foundations
for thinking: and (3) thinking in the classroom
(SLD)
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This document argucs that current efforts to es-
tablish 2 national test to measure progress toward
the nation's educational goals will inhibit. rather
than advance. educational reform. Proponents of a
national test have asked for single. primarily multi-
ple-choice tests. or for performance assessments 1o
measure progress toward the nation’s educational
goals. but national testing propasals are based on the
fallacy that measurement will induce positive
change in education. Evidence from standardized
examinations in the United States has not con-
firmed improvement resulting from multiple-choice
testing. Performance assessments offer the possibil-
ity of real improvement. but should not be trans-
formed into a national examination system at this
time. Several issues should be resolved before it is
treasonable to consider a national system: (1} the
lack of consensus on practices and outcomes; {2) the
fact that testing alone will not improve education:
and (3) the nced to address equity. an overall educa-
tion wnformation system. a test of the technology
and benefits of score comparison. who will be in
charge. and the consequences of a national stan-
dard-sctting body. The following steps are recom-
mended to improve education and assessment: (1)
the Federal Government should assist states and
districts with the development of performance as-
sessments, teacher education and staff develop-
ment. and the development and dissemination of
model curricula, standards. and assessments: (2)
re-examine cases in which the Federal Government
~equires multiple-choice testing. particularly for the
Chapter | program: (3) consider assessment not in
isolation but as part of a comprehensive educational
information system; and (4) require that any assess-
ment system be evaluated on the basis of extensive
experience at the state and district levels. It is con-
cluded that school reform. not more testing. is what
students need. There are three references. (SLD)
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Biographical inventory is a sclection device used
as an alternative or supplement to cognitive testing
because this measurement method predicts aspects
of job performance that are not predicted by cogni-
tive measures. Some of the issues and concerns
about using biographical inventories are discussed.
The use of biographical inventories (biodata) is
based on the assumptions that past behavior is a
valid predictor of future behavics and that informa-
tion from job applicants about previous experience
can be used to predict performance. ltems of a per-
sonal history can be divided into “hard™ items that
can easily be verified against records, and “'soft”
items that cannot be checked for truthfulness. Thie
combination of “hard” and “soft” biodata itemns
broadens the variety of information collected. Bi-
odata items are generally cast in a short-answer or
muluple-choice format. Limitations designed to
protect applicants from discriminatory behavior
keep certain types of information from being in-
cluded on biodata inventories. Estimates of biodata
reliability vary greatly with the content of items
included. Predictive validity has been established
for biodata over a varicty of occupations. Care must
be taken in constructing biodata inventories to re-
duce the potential for adverse impacts. There are
four references (SLD)
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Educational indicator systems are similar to indi-
cator systems used to monitor the economy. the
criminal justice system. or other social systems.
Governments recognize the value of statistics that
provide current information and make trend analy-
sis and forecasts possible. Education statistics will
qualify as indicators only if they serve as yardsticks:
they must tell a great deal about the system by re-
porting the condition of a few significant features.
As a heuristic guide. it is proposed that an indicator
is an individual or composite statistic that relates to
a basic construct in education and is useful in a
policy context. An indicator system is more than a
mere collection of indicators. The information pro-
vided by the system should be greater than the sum
of its parts. National Indicators should monitor edu-
cation outcomes and reflect characteristics of stu-
dents and communities, financiel and human
resources. and other educational inputs. They
should reflect the adequacy of the curriculum and
instruction, as well as the nature of the school. Indi-
cators must be related to each other so that their
relationships and changes in their relationships can
be ascertained. Indicators cannot: (1) set goals and
priorities: (2) evaluate programs: and (3) develop a
balance sheet for a social system. They can describe
and state problems clearly. identify new problems,
and give clues about promising policy approaches.
Five references are listed. (SLD)
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ment
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gests, Monitoring

Some steps to identify an initial set of indicators
and to develop alternative indicator systems are
outlined for cducational evaluation and illustrated
through the example of a National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) study of mathematics 2nd science edu-
cation. The first step is to conceptualize potential
indicators to specify a comprehensive monitoring
system containing inputs. processcs. and outputs.
The potentially important indicators identified
through this model are refined through eight criteria
for sclecting indicators of the major components of
schooling. It was assumed that indicators should: (1)
reflect the central features of mathematics and sci-
ence education; (2) provide information pertinent to
current or potential problems: (3) measure factors
that policy can influence; (4) measure observed be:
havior rather than perceptions; (5) be rehable and
valid; (6) provide analytical links: (7) be feasible to
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implement; and (8) address a broad range of audi-
ences. After the indicators are selected. alternative
data collection strategies to build the system must
be designed. The alternatives require evaluation for
utility. feasibility, and cost. After selection of one
alternative. the individual indicators arc developed
and refined. Reviewing research on the key compo-
nents and indicators of mathematics and science
education highlights the necessity of a_research
agenda to improve indicator systems. There are
threc references. (SLD)
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An important issue in educational and employ-
ment settings is the degree to which evidence of
validity obtained in one situation can be generalized
to another situation without further study of validity
in the new situation. Theory. procedures. and appli-
cations concerning validity generalization are ad-
dressed. Meta-analytic techniques make possible a
comparative process to determine if the criter-
jon-related validity of a test is relatively stable or if
the test is valid only in certain situations. The crite-
rion-related validity of a test in a local situation is
usually only inferred if the findings reach a level of
magnitude called statistical significance. A common
procedure for conducting a meta-analysis to deter-
mine the degree to which validity findings can be
generalized involves: (1) estimating the population
validity by computing the mean of the observed
sample validities; (2) correcting the observed validi-
ties by removing the effects of statistical artifacts:
and (3) finding the variance of the corrected ob-
served validities. If the variance of the corrected
observed validity is nearly zero. then the validity
generalizes and can be transported to other situa-
tions or locations. Three models currently exist for
assessing validity generalization (thc correlation
model. the covariance model. and the regression
slope model). Validity generalization studies are
usually used to draw scientific conclusions about the
relationships between variables and to support the
use of a test in a new situation. Four references are
listed. (SLD)
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Assessment can play a vital role in ensuring the

success of citizenship education. Assessment should

be an on-going process that informs about the
progress and development of students. Guidchnes
are presented for designing and planning assessment
activities. and several formats for assessment are
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described. Basic guidelines for assessment are sug-
gested: identify instructionial goals, communicate
instructional goals to students. integrate assessment
with instruction. assess often, and use a variety of
techniques. Some of the following techniques can
give more meaningful and accurate data than multi-
ple-choice 2nd true or false tests: (1) group projects;
(2) interviews with students; (3) essay questions; (4)
informal observation; (5) formal observation; and
(6) projects to help students realize the connection
between instruction and the real world. Carefully
planned assessments that reflect clearly defined ob-
jectives can zuhance instruction. Four references
are listed. (SLD)
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This digest describes three teach 2r :ducatior: =ro-
gram models designed to concen.rat. on: {i)api
losophy of middle school e¢ducation; (2) an
understanding of the unique ps_cholagical, social.
and intellectual needs peculiar to the 10- to
14-year-old student: (3) an ability to increase stu-
dent motivation; and (4) a command of subject area.
The first program. Teaching Early Adolescents in
Middle Schools (TEAMS), is offered at Ohio State
University. The five quarter program enables stu-
dents to engage in classroom observation, planning
and teaching. reflection seminars. study of child de-
velopment, classroom management, and teaching
strategies. The Early Adolescent Block Program,
offered at St. Cloud State University (Minnesota). is
based on state certification requirements. Students
receive an overview of early adolescent education,
observe in cooperating schools, and attend seminars
where they reflect on experiences. The final pro-
gram is offered at North Carolina State University
(Raleigh). A key course in this program. Teaching
in the Middle Years, serves as a model for a good
middle school classroom. The course uscs many of
the same methods that are successful in teaching
young adolescents and engages the teacher educa-
tion students in the types of activities they will be
using in their middle school classes. (LL)
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This ERIC Digest was adapted from the Associa-

tion for Childhood Education Internatianal’s

(ACETI) 1991 position paper bn stangardized test-

ing. Since the publication of "A Necion at Risk™ in

1983, standardized testing programs have expanded

greatly Tests may be of pencil-and-paper of perfor-

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

mance-oriented varieties. The purposes of tests in-
clude determination of children’s placement in
gifted programs and grade advancement. Teachers
feel compelled to spend time preparing children to
take tests in spite of the fact that few teachers be-
lieve that a given child's intelligence can be accu-
ratcly represented by standardized tests. Reasons
for caution in the use of tests include the possible
loss of chilccen’s self-esteem. the distortion of the
curriculum. and the lowering of expectations. The
ACEI believes that no standardized testing should
occur through grade 2. and questions the need for
testing in the remaining elementary school years.
Teachers increasingly indicate that they can address
accountability issues through documentation of
children’s work. This is most clearly seen in the areca
of writing. Concerned educators argue that writing
cannot be assessed outside the instructional process
itself. The digest concludes that performance-based
assessment in the classroom, rather than assessment
by standardized testing. guarantecs an understand-
ing of the growth of individual children. Three refer-
ences are cited. (BC)
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Public Private Relationship
“his ERIC/EECE Digest was adapted from a po-
siti.  paper of the National Association of Child
Care Resource and Referral Agencies (NACC-
RRA). Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R)
organizations are important for their ability to meet
the needs of: (1) consumers, for a single point of
access that can help them understand their child
care options; (2) child care providers, for training
and support; and (3) local governments and agen-
cies, for help in allocating resources. CCR&Rs have
grown steadily since the 1970s. A few are housed ia
state agencies. but most are community-based orga-
nizations. Nearly haif the states have statewide
CCR&R organizations. Services provided by
CCR&Rs include: (1) promoting consumer educa-
tion and parental choice by giving parents detailed
information about local child care programs and
counscling parents about alternatives when services
do not meet their needs; (2) assisting child care
providers by offering training: (3) documenting
trends and building the supply of child care services;
and (4) leveraging resources through public-private
partnerships. Information about NACCRRA and an
employer-assisted child carc information kit from
the National Association for the Education of
Young Children is provided. (BC)
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In order to realize their academic missions and
respond to state demands for access, assessment,
and accountability, the nation’s community col-
leges. along with all other institutions of higher edu-
cation, are focusing increasingly on the
enhancement of academic support services. Learn-
ing centers represent an important means of provid-
ing learning assistance. They exist in various forms
under various names on different campuses. More
has been written about the learning resource center
(LRC) or iibrary-based format than any other learn-
ing center model. The LRC tends to emphasize two
main functions: the provision of traditional re-
search. reference. and bibliographic support to stu-
dents and faculty; and the use of non-print media to
bolster learning. Discipline-based support centers.
while found more often at senior institutions. also
exist at some two-year colleges. Examples include
the algebra and calculus microcomputer laboratory
at D= Anza College and the Life Science Learning
Center at Los Angeles Valley College. Stand-alone
centers are independent or quasi-independent units.
which are not extensions of other institutional func-
tions. such as libraries or student services programs.
At two-year colleges. stand-alone centers tend to
focus primarily upon the remedial and developmen-
tal needs of students most deficient in basic and
study skills. Efforts to establish a new learning cen-
ter or to expand and consclidate the range of ser-
vices currently provided should have a solid
theoretical foundation. An example of a clearly de-
fined conceptual basis is the “Tenore Plan” em-
ployed at Bunker Hill Community College
(Massachusetts) in the 1980s. The Tenore plan of-
fered a learning center-based approach to individu-
alized remediai and college-level instruction based
on learning style assessment. As all sectors of higher
education respond to the growing demand for out-
comes assessment, learning centers will be chal-
lenged to extend learning assistance beyond the
remedial and developmental. (JMC)
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The community college’s mission as a teaching
institution rather than a research institution has typ-
ically avoided placing scholarship in a central posi-
tion. In 1988. the Commission on the Futurc of
Community Colleges advocated a broad definition
of scholarship encompassing the integration, appli-
cation. and presentation of knowledge in the core
activities of curriculum development, service, and
teaching. One researcher defines scholarship as a
“systematic pursuit of a topic,” whercas research.
which builds upon previous scholarly works and re-
sults in verifiable knowledge. empirical data. and
replicable procedures, is only one form of scholar-
ship. Many community college professionals do not
engage in scholarship because conducting outside
research means sacrificing teaching hours. In addi-
tion to lack of time. lack of support and encourage-
ment from college leaders is another barrier. A third
barrier to scholarship is an unwillingness among
community college faculty to encroach upon what is
scen as the domain of the university. Scholarship
can be encouraged in a variety of ways. The mission
or goals of the community college must be adjusted
10 include scholarship. with presidents and decans
setting an example for their faculty An effective
reward system will also serve to inspire scholarship.
ERIC documents offer advice and guidelines for
community college professionals who are interested
in being published. In addition. many state and pro-
fessional associations and state agencies publish
high-quality periodicals as & forum for the exchange
of information and ideas among their members or
facully members in their state. (JMC)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest highlights several psychological di-

mensions of user-computer interfaces. First. the
psychological theory behind interface design and
the field of human-computer interaction (HCI) are
discussed. Two psychological models. the informa-
tion processing model of cognition and the mental
model-both of which contribute to interface de-
sign-are introduced and discussed. It is observed
that the use of metaphors to link user knowledge to
the system's function can be both effective and con-
straining. Seven basic principles for interface design
are then identified. It is argued that the most funda-
mental of these principles is that the interface
should be designed around the user’s needs rather
than added on after a system has been completed.
thus serving the constraints imposed by the system.
Arguing that interfaces will become increasingly in-
teractive as new input and output (1/0O) devices are
developed, the digest concludes by identifying cur-
rent trends in interfsce design. Examples of new
170 devices currently being researched in HC1 1abo-
ratories are given, and it is noted that interfaces are
increasingly able to support muitiple 1/O devices in
parallel {c.g.. interfaces which will accept both voice
and gesture). and that research is currently advanc-
ing in the area of interaction styles. (MAB)
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School-based budgeting decentralizes fiscal deci-

sions and is usually adopted as part of a comprehen-

sive school-based mzaagement plan. The practice

requires ccoperation, particularly from the school

board. ¢-perintendent, and principals. The purpose

of school-based budgeting is not to reduce costs but

to improve school productivity by altering authority

relationships within the district. (MLF)
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The impact of school-based management (SBM)

on student performance is examined in this digest.

The first part describes school-based management

and its potential for improving student perfor-

mance. A review of research concludes that, overall.

school-based management has not contributed 1o

consistent or stable improvements in student perfor-

mance. Reasons for SBM's insignificant impact are
attributed to piccemeal implementation, neglect of
classroom instruction and urriculum, and lack of
teacher authority. A conclusion is that halfway mea-
sures do not result in substantially improved student
achievement; true schooi-based management in-
volves radical restructuring that shifts power and
accountability from the central office to the school.

(13 references) (LMI)
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Reports of increased violence and crime in the

schools suggest that an attack on the roots of vio-

lence must accompany work to improve discipline
and physical security. Suggestions for schoois to ac-
tively respond to the problem are offered in this
digest. Reasons for the increase of violence and for
most schools’ reluctance to address the problem are
discussed. as well as methods for teaching school
nonviolence through prevention programs and early
intervention strategies employed by several schools.
(11 references) (LMI)
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ment Schools

This digest provides an overview of a new institu-
tion the professional development school (PDS).
and of its place in improving public schooling. The
PDS$ is the result of a collaboration between univer-
sities and local school districts. In recent years. the
literature has suggested that public schools as they
exist today cannot adcquately prepare tomorrow's
teachers. A PDS is an exemplary. functioning public
school which has as one of its fundamental missions
the professional development of preservice, novice.
and practicing teachers. The role of the POS in im-
proving practice and preparing teachers is analo-
gous to the role of teaching hospitals in the medical
profession. They are clinical sites where profes-
sional standards of practice are developed. refined.
and institutionalized: where cohorts of teaching in-
terns participate in structured induction programs:
where both teaching practice and induction are
knowledge based: and where inquiry. research. and
reflection are used to continually test. refine. and
expand this knowledge base. Some expressed con-
cerns are: the cost of operating a PDS: the low es-
teem in which teacher education programs are held
by the academic establishment: possible problems
caused by differential treatment of teachers in the
PDS:; and the relatively few sites in the PDS net-
work. (LL)
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This digest reviews some of the literature on mid-

dle grades teacher preparation focusing on the fol-

lowing topics: (1) characteristics and needs of early
adolescents (aged 10-14); (2) the kinds of schools

and programs suited to early adolescents: and (3)

characteristics of a tcacher education curriculum

that would adequately prepare teachers for these
schools and programs. Early adolescent learners
have special personal. social, and educational necds
that, according to the literature, can be met more
appropriately in a middle school (grades 6-8) than
in an elementary or junior high school. Studies have
tecommended that middle schools be staffed by
teachers who are expert at teaching carly adoles-
cents and have the appropriate educatinn and train-
ing. According to many studies. teacher education
must focus on the characteristics and needs of early
adolescents and include content and methodology
that are directly related to middle school programs.
Recent studies underscore the need for both
school-level professionzls and teacher educators to
involve themselves in restructuring teacher prepara-
tion for the middle grades and for greater coopera-
tion between State Departments of Education and
teacher training institutions to cnsure adequate
preparation and appropriate certification of middle
school teachers. (LL)
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The school-based teacher educator (SBTE) is a

classroom teacher who is responsible for preservice.

inservice, or continuing education at a school or
district level while maintaining a primary work loca-
tion in an elementary or secondary classroom.

Teachers in this role have the potential for enhanc-

ing faculty morale by responding to both the profes-

sional and personal development needs of the
facuity and by utilizing other teachers as resources
within the designed program. SBTE program possi-
bilities can be accommodated to the needs of the
school. the school culture, and the developmental
stages of the teachers. A description is given of four
types of SBTE programs: (1) mentorship programs;

(2) a resident supervisor's program: (3) a regional

staff development center associate program: and (4)

a peer coaching program. (JD)
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Geography is a key to understanding and acting

effectively in our world. It is the subject that, more
than any other, enables pcople to comprehend the
earth and its environment. and to appreciate the
delicate balances between the human and physical
elements that bind people to this planet. However,
more than half the children of the United States are
failing to achieve geographic literacy. Several re-
ports for the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) reveal aiarming deficiencies in
the geography learning of U.S. youth. Furthermore.
a recent international survey by the Gallup Organi-
zation found that U.S. young people lag far behind
their age-mates in other industrially developed
countries in their map skills and knowledge of geog-
raphy. This ERIC Digest discusses: (1) what stu-
dents should learn about gengraphy: (2) what to do
at school to improve the geography learning of stu-
dents; and (3) what to do at home to improve the
geography learning of childreu. A list of references
and ERIC resources is provided. (DB)

ED 335 283 SO 021 697

Schlene. Vickie J. -

Teaching the 20th-Century History of the United
States. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Social Studies/Social Sci-
ence Education. Bloomington. IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-S0-91-6

Pub Date. -Jul 91

Contract— R188062009

Note—4p.

Pub Type-- ERIC information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071) — Guides - Classroom - Teacher
(052)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC0] Plus Postage,

Descriptors—Currniculum Development, History
Instruction. Learning Strategics. Secondary Edu-

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

cation, Secondary School Curriculum. Social

Studies, Student Educational Objectives. *Teach-

ing Methods. *United States History
Identifiers—ERIC Digests. *Twentieth Century

History

1t is important to reaffirm the teaching of recent
United States history in secondary schools. Diane
Ravitch and Chester E. Finn state: "If we think it
important that they (17-year-old students of 1386)
understand the three decades between the Second
World War and their own sixth birthdays (in 1975).
we cannot expect this instructional job to be done
for them by the daily newspapers or the nightly
news: we have to teach this period as the history
that it now is.” Unfortunately. there are several ob-
stacles to teaching this period of history, including
time constraints. student apathy for the subject. and
limited help from textbooks. This ERIC Digest: (1)
examines the coverage of 20th century U.S, history:
(2) discusses the consequences of limited coverage
for student learning; (3) provides ideas on improve-
ment of teaching and learning 20th century U.S.
history: and (4) lists ER1C resources dealing with all
these facets of the topic. (DB)

ED 335 239 SE 052 418

Disinger. John F.

Enmvirommental Education for Adult Learners.
ERIC/SMEAC Eavironmental Education Di-

gest.

ERIC Clearinghouse for Science, Mathematics. and
Environmental Education, Columbus, Ohio.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-SE-91-38

Pub Date—91

Contract —R188062006

Note—3p.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF0O1/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—®Adult Education, *Adult Educators.
Cognitive  Development, *Communications,
Community Involvement, Controversial Issues
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cation, Teaching Methods

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Three relatively distinct groups demonstrating

personal and professional interest in environmental

education for adults are environmentalists, environ-

mental educators. and adult educators. The agenda

of each group. its potential contribution. and its lim-

itations are discussed. The development of commu-

nication and cooperation among these groups.

perhaps leading to joint programming and planning

and enabling each to achieve its educational and

environmental objectives more effectively. is de-

scribed. The importance of professional environ-

mental educators in initiating, supporting. and

participating in cooperative efforts is emphasized.

Sections include (1) "How are Soc.-¢ and Political

Responses Related?”: (2) “What Bridges Can Be

Built™"; (3) "Objective: Knowledge and/or Ac-

tion™"; and (4) "What Programs and Models Exist™?

(KR)
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identifiers—ERIC Digests
According to a national survey. about 80% of

American Indian and Alaska Native youth have ex-

perimented with alcohol or drugs. compared to

about 50% of youth nationwide Particular risk fac-

tors for Native youth include low self-esteem.

45

post-traumatic stress, and culture conflict arising
from differences between traditiona! Native values
and values of the dominant society. Increasingly.
tribes and Native communities are taking steps to
eliminate substance abuse and are becoming opti-
mistic that success is possible. Native communities
are recognizing that each community contains valu-
able resources in its own people, traditions. and spir-
itual values. Many tribal programs scek to improve
the self-esteem of Native youth through participa-
tion in iribal culture and heritage. Physical chal-
lenge programs, tribaily sponsored chapters of
national youth organizations, and peer support
groups provide a framework for accomplishment.
self-actualization. and the development of healthy
attitudes. Steps for developing a community pro-
gram are: (1) getting community members together
and asking them to define how alcohol and sub-
stance abuse specifically affect their youngsters: (2)
encouraging community discussion of the problem:
(3) identifying what is being done about the problem
and where the gaps are: (4) working through a com-
munity committee to develop a plan, coordinate ac-
tivities. and share responsibilities among
community members: (5) identifying and use out-
side resources; and (6) keeping track of progress.
(V)

ED 335 206 RC 018 334
Inman-Freitas, Deborah
Efficient Financial Management in Rural Schools:
Commeon Problems aad Solutions from the Field.
ERIC Digest.
ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education and Small
Schools, Charleston, WV.
Spons Agency—-Office of Educational Rcsearch
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-RC-91-9
Pub Date—Aug 91
Contract—R188062016
Note—3p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1IAPS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postsage.
Descriptors—Budgeting. *Educational Finarce. El-
ementary Secondary Education, *Financial Prob-
lems. Institutional Cooperation. *Money
Management. Rural Education. *Rural Schools.
*School Districts, School Funds, Shared Re-
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Based on a recent nationwide survey of rural ad-
ministrators. this digest reports on the financial
prodtems of rural school districts and some possible
strategies for improvement. Rural administrators re-
ported the following financial management prob-
lems: (1) cash flow problems due to late receipt of
state aid or taxes; (2) expenditures that are increas-
ing at a faster rate than revenues; and (3) inadequate
funding to provide modcrn technology and cquip-
ment and competitive teacher salaries. Districts
have developed some general strategies to improve
financial management, including seeking competi-
tive bids or comparison pricing for all purchases.
developing partnerships with local organizations.
using volunteers and student employees. sharing
personnel and resources with other districts. and
maximizing staff productivity. Although most rus.l
districts are not satisfied with current state funding
formulas. rural administrators reported strategies 10
make the school finance formula work more effec-
tively for their district. Rural-specific options for
incréasing efficiency include implementing a 4-day
school weey and developing interdistrict coopera-
tive agreements in the areas </ interscholastic ath-
letics and teiccommusications services. Effecuve
financial planning should involve the input of many
school and community participants, a clear sensc of
priorities during budget construction, and cautious
forecasting (SV)
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ldentifiers—ERIC  Digests. *Isolation  (Geo-
graphic). *Small School Districts
The cost of providing an educational program is

higher for ruraj. small schools and districts than for

others. Nevertheless, recent studies suggest that
small schools and districts may be a more efficient
investment than large schools because the “learning
value per unit of expenditure™ seems to be greater
there. This new idea expands the traditional concept
of outcome to include inorale, achievement. curric-
ulum, and positive attitudes towards learning. This
digest examines state strategies for meeting the
unique financing needs of rural, small schools and
districts. Thirty states currently include a factor in
their school finance formula to compensate for the
additional costs of rural. small schools or districts.
Ten states distribute additional assistance based on
small school district or school enrollment. Six states
provide assistance to isolated schools or school dis-
tricts based on sparsity of population per square
mile. miles between schools, or time required to
reach the next school by bus. Nine states provide
additional revenue based on a combination of small
size thresholds and isolation factors. Two states pro-
vide additional aid to small schools or districts
based on a combination of size, isolation, and tax
effort. Other provisions for rural. small schools in-
clude additional state aid for interdistrict coopera-
tive arrangements. a larger “'mil deduction™ for
some rural districts. and transportation allotments.

(8V)
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identifiers—ERIC Digests
This ERIC digest summarizes recent studies on
poverty in rural areas. In 1986, the poverty rate in
rural areas was 50 percent higher than the urban
rate. During the 1980s, rural poverty stayed higher,
rising more rapidly during recession. and falling
more slowly in the "recovery™ period. Characteris-
tics that distinguish the tural poor from the urban
poor are: (1) the rural poor are more likely than the
urban poor to work, but low wages keep them in
poverty: (2) the majority of poor rural families are
two-parent families, whereas the poor urban family
is typically headed by a single parent; and (3) a
much larger portion of the rural poor are whites than
in urban areas. Some analysts believe poverty is
more a function of history and economic structurc
than of individual or group characteristics. The rural
economy is characterized by dependence on natural
resources, a narrow industrial base in a given locale.
and emphasis on low skill labor. Other analysts be-
lieve lack of human capital is a major cause of rural
poverty. and blame an educationally disadvantaged
labor force. However, the largest poverty gap be-
tween urban and rural populations is among those
with more education. and the smallest among high
school dropouts. As a potential influence on the
well-being of individual student from poor familics.
education is clearly important. On the other hand.
the role of education in changing the structural fea-
tures of rural poverty ts clearly limited. (KS)
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1dentifiers—ERIC Digests
This ERIC digest examines the extent of early
school leaving among migrants, conditions that pre-
cede early school leaving. common features of pro-
grams that work to retrieve dropouts. and
illus:¢ative programs that exhibit these features. The
Migrant Attrition Project estimates a 45% national
dropout rate of migrant students. Conditions that
lead to early school leaving are: (1) overage grade
placement; (2) poverty: (3) interrupted school atten-
dance: (4) inconsistent recordkeeping; and (5) lim-
ited English proficiency. **Dropout retrieval” is the
effort to identify dropouts and help them complete
high school diplomas. Effective features of dropout
retrieval programs focus on academics, vocational
training. and support services. The High School
Equivalency Program provides migrant dropouts
the chance to prepare for the General Equivalency
Development Test (GED) in a residential program
on a college campus of in a commuter program. The
Migrant Dropout Reconnection Program in
Geneseo, New York, offers referral services to 16-
to 21-year-c’:3 migrant dropout youth. Family liter-
acy programs, including the Even Start program.
address intergencrational literacy. The Migrant Al-
ternative School in Yakima, Washington. provides
GED preparation in both English and Spanish, ESL
instruction. basic skills, vocational training. coun-
seling for employment and college planning. and
some credit-bearing classes for students who return
to high school. Werk study can also help students
develop occupational skills and earn needed in-
come. (KS)
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ldentifiers—ERIC Digests
This ERIC digest reviews the history of the multi-
grade classroom, and summarizes research findings
on multigrading effects on achievement and atti-
tude. It also states requirements of teaching and
learning in multigrade classrooms. Multigrade class-
rooms have ranged from the one-room schools of
the early 1900s to the ungraded classroom of the
1960s and 1970s, to the cost effective two grade
classrooms of today. Teachers are usually not
trained to work in multigrade classrooms. and they
face the challenge of working in school systems
where single grade classroome are thc norm. Re-
search evidence indicates that being a student in a
multigrade classroom does not negatively affect ac-
ademic performance. social relationships, or atti-
tudes. Skills and behaviors required of multigrade
teachers may te different, and coordinating activi-
ties can be mo e difficult. Six key instructional di-
mensions affecting successful multigrade teaching
have been identified from multigrade research: (1)
classroom organization; (2) classroom management
and discipline: (3) instructional organization and
curriculum: (4) instructional delivery and grouping.
(S) self-directed learning: and (6) peer tutonng. Ef-
fective teachers share instructional responsibilities

" 16 preypre
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with students. A context of clear rules and routines
help students develop independence. Teachers plan
whole-class instruction that revolves around open
task activities. (KS)
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Identifiers—®National Education Goals 1990
A goal adopted at the 1990 Education Summit in
Charlottesville. Virginia, aims to increase the high
school graduation rate to 90 percent by the year
2000. The Natioral Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) reports three types of dropout rates: (1)
event rates report the percentage of students who
left high school without finishing work toward a
diploma in a single year: (2) status rates report the
percentage of the population of a given age range
who have not finished high school or are not en-
rolled; and (3) cohort rates report what happens 1o
a single group of students over time. Differences
exist among youth in central cities, suburban areas.
and rural areas. The dropout problem is most severe
in central cities, least severe in suburban areas. with
nonmetro areas in the middle. Measured by either
event or status rates. Hispanic youth have the high-
est national dropout rate among ethnic groups. Afri-
can Americans have the second highest rate. and
Whites the lowest. Four gereral implications of the
baseline data developed by NCES are: (1) if high
schoot completion is a minimum leve’ of attainment.
then the earlier a student masters a f.gh school cur-
riculum, the better; (2) putting the national goal into
measurable form requires development of indicators
pegged to progress among particular age groups and
reflected in particular statistics: (3) meeting the na-
tional goal is an issue of educational cquity: and (4)
policies that respond to the situation of particular
fegions and cthnic groups may be well warranted
(KS)
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This ERIC digest examines the Spanish-speaking

group in the United States, its growth through net

immigration and natural increase, and its eventual

decline as speakers shift to English. The Hispanic

population is growing rapidly. but data suggest that

U.S. Hispanics do learn and speak English. Re-

search predicts that by the yecar 2001 the Span-

ish-speaking group will total 16.6 million and some

957 of the immigrant population will have Spanish

for their mother tongues. However. only a bare ma.

jority of the U.S. native born will be given Spanish

as their first language. Although most Hispanic im-

migrants remain lifetime bilinguals, the language

shift begins immediately upon an immigrant’s ar-

rival in the Unsted Staies. and ends within approxi-

malely 1S years. The language shift spans three

" LR
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generations. beginiting with the immigrants who
continue to speak Spanish, and ending with their
grandchildren who virtually all have English as their
mother tongue. Policy implications are: (1) the En-
glish language is not endangered by the use of Span-
ish; (2) simple courtesy suggests that essential
public announcements and services should be pro-
vided in Spanish; (3) more English classes for adults
are needed; (4) Spanish-speaking children need bi-
lingual education; and (5) bilingual capabilities
should be encouraged among all. (KS)
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This digest reviews the literature selated to learn-
ing styles of American Indian and Alaskan Native
students. Several studies show that in some tribes,
observation, self-testing in private, and then demon-
stration of a task for approval are essential steps in
learning. Indian children often hesitate to partici-
pate in large and small-group recitations, but are
talkative during interactions with the teacher or stu-
dent-led group projects. Cherokee children prefer
cooperation over competition, and will often hide
academic competence to avoid seeming superior.
These cultural styles of learning do not match the
learning environment of the typical classroom. Al-
though group characteristics may provide a basis for
further tnvestigation into individual characteristics.
overgeneralizing group tendencies can have the ill
effects of stereotypic notion. discriminatory prac-
tice. and inappropriate excuses for failure in teach-
ing and learning. Teachers should observe students’
preferred ways of learning and plan leamning experi-
ences accordingly. New ways of learning can be
gradually introduced as children become more com-
fortable. Teachers also benefit from learning about
students’ backgrounds and values, and the norms of
the community. Teachers must be aware of their
own learning style and related teaching style
strengths. Assessment tools are available to identify
both learning- and teaching-style tendencies. (KS)
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This ERIC digest describes the lives of migrant

families, migrant students’ education. and migrant

parents’ involvement in their children’s education.

Migrant familics tend to iravel along well-estah-

lished geographic routes which can be identified as

the East Coast Stream. the Mid-Continent Stream,

and the Western Stream. In 1986, the average an-

nual income for migrant farmworkers was less than

$6.500. In addition to poverty. living and working

conditions pose serious health problems for migrant

families. Families migrate for economic reasons.

and migration occurs 1n both interstate and intra-

state patterns. The level of child maltreatment 1s

much higher among migrant families than among

the general population, and intrastate migrant fami-

lies have a higher incidence than intcrstate migrant
families. Younger children and children from sin-

gle-parent families also have a higher probability of -

being maltreated. Migrant students have the lowest
graduation rate of any population group in the pub-
lic schools. High risk characteristics of migrant stu-
dents include low socioeconomic status, high levels
of mobility. low levels of English language skills,
and higher levels of handicapping conditions. Pa-
rental involvement in education increases student
achievement. Migrant parents of high achievers
hold positive attitudes toward school. while parents
of low achievers hold more negative attitudes. By
understanding migrant family lives and communi-
cating with parents, educators can have = profound
effect on migrant students’ education. (KS) -
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This ERIC Digest provides basic information
about school-age day care programs. Discussion fo-
cuses briefly on options available to families with
school-age children. developmental needs of
school-age children. characteristics of high quality
school-age programs, supportive services for
self-care, and ways of improving school-age child
care programs. The newly enacted federal Child
Care and Development Block Grant, the Depen-
dent Care Block Grant, special school-age child care
legislation in at least 14 states. municipal sponsor-
ship. and increased corporate interest are examples
of program development. In addition, public schools
have begun to form partnerships with provider
agencies and to offer programs. It is concluded that
good school-age child care must be understood as
both a mediating influence that may prevent dam-
age to children and an investment in the well-being
of children and their famities. (RH)
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Brittle paper. cheap bindings. mistreatment. and

poor storage conditions are threatening to destroy

thousands of scholarly documents throughout the

United States unless preservation activities are suc-

cessfully incorporated into all levels of library oper-

ations. In order for the preservation and access to
information movement to succeed, there must be
grassroots involvement, which can begin with
school and public libraries. This digest identifies
three key areas into which preservation activities
fall: awareness, judgement. and advocacy. In the

PS 019 889" .

first of four sections methods that can be used to
capture the content of brittle books arc identified
and examples of several national preservation initia-
tives and programs are presented. The second sec-
tions lists eight methods that libraries can use to
begin their preservation activities. Highlighted in
the third section are ways in which libraries can
communicate their commitment to preservation to
their financial supporters. vendors, and patrons. The
final section prfesents an overview of the current
national preservation agenda, including three of the
Commission on Preservation and Access’ objectives
that are of interest to public and school libranes.
(MAB)
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This digest describes and defines the various com-

ponents of an expert system. ¢.g.. a computerized
100l designed to enhance the quality and availability
of knowledge required by decision makers. It is
noted that expert systems diffcr from conventional
applications software in the following areas: (1) the
existence of the expert systems shell, or interpreter:
(2) the presence of & “knowledge base.” or system
of related concepts that enables the computer to
approximate human judgment; anc (3) thc sophisti-
cation of the user interface. The purpose and func-
tions of these three concepts are discussed in detail,
and the computer’s operating system is defined in
terms of its important role in the implementation of
the expert system. Eight additional readings are sug-
gested. (MAB)
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Descriptors—Career Awareness. Citizen Participa-
tion. Citizen Role. *Citizenship Education. Citi-
zenship Responsibility, Civics. Curriculum,
eGovernment Role. Higher Education. *Public
Service. Role of Education. *Social Responsibil-
ity, Student Attitudes, *Student Volunteers

Identifiers—FERIC Digests
This digest summarizes a full length report of the

same title (HE 024 794) which discusses contempo-

rary college students’ apparent lack of understand-
ing of citizenship and how it rclates to positive
career pursuits. A proposal is made to make stu-
dents more aware of both the need for and the bene-
fit of socially responsible citizens, and for engaging
in volunteer service at the national level or as part
of the undergraduate experience. The report dis-
cusses such programs as they relate to higher educa-
tion including the role umversities should play. the
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characteristics and desires of the contemporary col-
lege student; the level of financial and volunteer
support currently exercised; student attitudes
toward volunteering. and the appropriateness of na-
tional service programs currently under consider-
ation in Congress. (JB)
ED 334 874 FL 800 400
Isserlis. Janet
Workplace Literacy Progrems for Nonnative En-
glish Speakers. ERIC Digest.
Nationzl Clearinghouse on Literacy Education,
Washington. DC.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-LE-91-06
Pub Date—Oct 91
Contract—R189166001
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC!
(1APS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Curriculum Design, ®English (Second
Language). Evaluation Methods, *Literacy Edu-
cation, *Needs Assessment. *Program Descrip-
tions, Program Design
ldentifiers—ERIC Digests. *Workplace Literacy
Workplace-based educational programs are not
new. Recent perceptions of a national literacy crisis
and the need for a competitive workforce, h~wever,
have resulted in the development of new programs
across the country. many of which provide literacy
and language training for nonnative English speak-
ers. This digest focuses on the reasons for initiating
workplace programs; types and essential features of
programs; importance of conducting a needs assess-
ment in order to determine appropriate curricula,
materials, and teaching approaches; ways to dcsxgn
programs, construct curricula, and choose materi-
als; and learner assessment. (W WL) (Adjunct ERIC
Clcaringhouse on Literacy Education)

ED 334 873 FL 800 399

Bartlett, Karen J. Vargas. Flavio O.

Literacy Education for Adult Migrant Farmwork-
ers. ERIC Digest.

National Clearinghouse on Literacy Education.
Washington. DC.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-LE-91-0S

Pub Date—Sep 91

Contract—R189166001

Note—d4p.

Pub Typc—- ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Adults, *Literacy Education., *Mi-
grant Workers, *Program Descriptions

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest describes the population of migrant

farmworkers, some of their educational challenges.

and programs currently available to serve them.

Challenges cited include the constant mobility of

migrant farm workers as they follow the crops. fack

of a national record system to track the progress of

adults, lack of transportation, and Jack of child care.

Fear is also a factor; many undocumented workers

are airaid to apply for programs even when quali-

fied. The two main types of programs available to

these workers are homestate and “upstream™-in ei-

ther case it has been found that incamp programs

with social assistance components are the most ef-

fective. The most crucial factor. however. is per-

sonal goal-setting, with instructional materials that

capitalize on the learning styles and strategies of the

students. The choice of staff is also crucial, and reg-

ular feedback from learners is important to keep

classes on track and provide teachers with essential

information. Recommendations are provided for

additional services. (VWL) (Adjunct ERIC Clear-

inghouse on Literacy Education)

ED 334 872 FL. 800 398

Pharness, Gary

A Learaer-Centered Worker Education Program.
ERIC Digest.

National Clearinghouse on Literacy Education.
Washington, DC.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-LE-91-08

Pub Date Oct 91

Contract— R189166001

Note—4p

Pub Type ERIC Information AnalysisProducis
(IAPS) (071)

mation AnalysisProducts

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—*English (Second Language), Foreign
Countries. *Literacy Education, *Program De-
scriptions, ®Program Effectiveness. *Student
Centered Curriculum
Identifiers—*British Columbia (Vancouver), ERIC
Digests, *Workplace Literacy
Despite increasing awareness of the need for
workplace literacy programs to focus on adults” per-
sonal needs and interests and on long-term employ-
ment needs, many worker education programs for
adults learning English as a Second Language con-
tinue to limit themselves to specific training for par-
ticular jobs. The Hastings Institute. Inc.. a
non-profit corporation of the City of Vancouver,
British Columbia, developed the Vancouver Munic-
ipal Workplace Language Program for Vancouver
City employees. This writing-based. learner-cen-
tered program is one of several that are influencing
the design of worker literacy education across Can-
ada and the United States. This digest describes the
needs of Vancouver's linguistically and vocationally
diverse workforce, and the city’s response to those
needs. The worker education program designed by
the Hastings institute is described. typical questions
about the program are answered, and the success
and spread of the program is highlighted. (VWL)
(Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Educa-
tion)

ED 334 871 FL 800 397

Santopietro. Kathleen Peyton. Joy Kreeft

Assessing the Literacy Needs of Adult Learners of
ESL. ERIC Digest.

National Clearinghouse on Literacy Education,
Washington, DC.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-LE-91-07

Pub Date—Oct 91

Contract—R189166001

Note—4p.

Pub Typc— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Pastage.

Descriptors—Adults. *English (Second Language).
Literacy Education. *Measures (Individuals).
*Needs Assessment. *Student Needs

1dentifiers—ERIC Digests
Traditionally. student assessment has focused on

measuring learner skills. Assessment of literacy

needs, from the learner’s perspective, is also an im-

portant part of an instructional program. This digest

focuses on ways to determine what learners want or

believe they need to learn. Many of the activities

described can include or lead to assessment of profi-

ciencies, and many of the sources cited include both

types of assessment. Specific attention is focused on

the definition of a needs assessment, the importance

of a needs nent. and nent tools. In ad-

dition, & needs assessment conducted in one adult

literacy program. the Adult Literacy Evaluation

Prolect in Philadelphia (PA). is summarized. (VWL)

{Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Lneracy Educa-

tion)

ED 334 870 FL 800 387

Wiley, Terrence

Measuring the Nation’s Literacy: Important Con-
siderations. ERIC Digest.

National Clearinghouse on Literacy Education.
Washington. DC.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED}. Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-LE-91-04

Pub Date—Jul 91

Contract—R189166001

Note—4p.

Pub Type—- ERIC Information AralysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—English (Second Language). *llliter-
acy. Limited English Speaking. *Literacy. *Mea-
surement Techriques, *Oral Language. Self
Evaluation (Individuals). Testing

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest focuses on mcasuring literacy n the

United States. Various reports and surveys offer

conflicting data on the extent of illiteracy, but 1t 1s

generally agreed upon that the ratcs are alarmingly

high. Information provided in this digest highlights

the problem of defining literacy and the limitations

of various approaches to measuring literacy. confus-.

ing illiteracy with non-English hteracy and confus-

inglimited oral language proficiency in English with
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illiteracy. 1t is concluded that in relying on literacy
data to develop informed educational policies for
schools, communities, and the workplace. the three
major approaches to measuring literacy provide in-
formation that is necessarily constrained by how
literacy is conceptualized and by limitations in the
allocation of resources for assessing literacy in lan-
guages other than English. Direct measures of liter-
acy are preferable to the other approaches, but
attention must be given to their ecological validity.
(Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Educa-
tion) (VWL)

ED 334 868
Quezada, Shelley
The Role of Libraries in Providing Services to
Adults Learning English. ERIC Digest.
National Clearinghouse on Literacy Education.
Washington, DC.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC.
Report No.—EL-G-LE-91-03
Pub Date—Jul 91
Contract—R189166001
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)
EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—®Adult Learning. Conferences, *En-
glish (Second Language). *Library Role. *Liter-
acy Education, Second Language Learning
1dentifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest discusses some of the challenges facing
libraries in the area of service to adults learning
English as a Second Language. 1t describes services
provided for this population by some libraries. and
suggests tools and approaches that other libraries
can use. It also outlines actions that participants at
the 1991 White House Conference on Libraries and
Information Service, as well as others, may follow.
(Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Educa-
tion) (VWL)
ED 334 867 FL 800 366
Castaldi. Teresa
Ethnography and Adult Workplace Literacy Pro-
gram Design. ERIC Digest.
National Clearinghouse on Literacy Education.
Washington, DC.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
Report No..—EDO-LE-91-02
Pub Date—Apr 91
Contract—R189166001
Note—4p.
Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)
EDRS Price - M301/PC01 Plus Postage.
Descriptors—Adult Education. English (Second
Language). *Ethnography, *Literacy Education.
*Program Design. Research Methodology
Identifiers— ERIC Digests, *Workplace Literacy
Ethnogrsphy is a research approach that seeks to
understand and represent the points of view of the
members of a particular culture. As in other forms
of qualitative research, the data collected are rich in
their descriptions of people, places. languages. and
events. Ethnographic research can be characterized
by its multi-instrumental approach, utilizing such
tools as participant observation, notetaking. audio-
or videotaping, interviewing informants and compil-
ing biographical data on them, collecting genealo-
gies and life histories, taking photographs or making
films, administering questionnaires or surveys, and
eliciting ratings and rankings. Teachers, administra-
tors, or researchers seeking to design workplace lit-
eracy programs can learn about the home, school,
and community contexts of their clients by using
some of the techniques described above. Rescarch
has shown that ethnographic methods have proven
to be highly successful for providing insights into
adult literacy students’ school, work. home. and
community experiences. Such information can be
invaluable in the design of training and educational
programs for nonnative employees. Investigation of
the different domains in which the literacy activities
of adult English-as-a-Second-Language workers
take place can highlight the wide range of activitics
that involve reading and writing. (Adjunct ERIC
Clearinghouse on Literacy Education) {(VWL)

ED 334 866 FL 800 365

Spanos. George

Caltural Considerations in Adult Literacy Educa-
tion. ERIC Digest.

National Clearinghouse on Literacy Education.

FL 800 371
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Washington, DC.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-LE-91.01

Pub Date—Apr 91

Contract—RI189166001

Note—4p. -

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—®*Adult Literacy., *Cultural Aware-
ness, English (Second Language), Instructional
Materials, *Literacy Education. *Native Lan-
guage Instruction, Program Descriptions, Teach-
ing Methods

ldentifiers—ER{C Digests, Freire (Paulo)

The main themes of a broad interpretation of liter-
acy are discussed in this digest. and examples of
approaches to literacy education in use and re-
sources are cited. The information presented is fo-
cused on native language literacy, but the themes,
recommendations, and materials are relevant for
adults of English as a Second Language. Specific
sections highlight: (1) the role of culture in literacy;
(2) incorporating culture into adult literacy class-
rooms (focusing on Freirean, participatory, and
learner-centered approaches to literacy education;
and (3) exemplary literacy education materials and
programs. (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Liter-
acy Education) (VWL)
ED 334 806 EC 300 606
Berger. Sandra L.

Developing Programs for Students of High Ability.
ERIC Digest #ES502.

Council for Exceptional Children. Reston. Va.;
ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted
Children, Reston. Va.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No—EDOQ-EC-91-7

Pub Date—Aug 91

Contract—R 188062007

Note—3p.

Available from~Council for Exceptional Children,
1920 Association Dr.. Reston, VA 22091-1589
($1.00 cach, minimum order $5.00 prepaid. prod-
uct no. ES02).

Pub Type-— ERIC I[nformation AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Elementary Secondary Education.
*Gifted. *Program Development, Program Effec-
tiveness, *Special Programs

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This "ERIC Digest" discusses the components of

an effective educational program for students who
are gifted. The paper defines the term “program™
and distinguishes between programs and provisions.
Eight major components of an effective program are
noted: needs assessment, definition of population.
identification procedures, program goals. program
organization and format, staff sclection and train-
ing, curriculum development, and program evalua-
tion. A list of 15 references is appended. (JDD)

ED 334 715 EA 023 362

Swanson, Beverly B.

The National Education Goals: Questions sad
Answers. ERIC Digest.

ACCESS ERIC, Rockville, MD.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-AE-91-2

Pub Date—May 91

Contract—R1890120

Note—3p.; In: Striving for Excellence: The Na-
tional Education Goals, p3-4, Oct 1991: see EA
023 354.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Community Support. ®*Educational
Change. *Educational Improvemen!, *Educa-
tional Objectives, Elementary Secondary Educa-
tion. Excetlence in Education. *School
Restructuring

{dentifiers—America 2000, ERIC Digests. *Na-
tional Education Goals 1990
Questions that the general public may have about

the six national educational goals formulated by

President Bush and the U.S. state gavernors in 1990

and the administration's plan for educational reform

are addressed in this digest. Ten questions and brief

answers are presented in the following areas: defin-

ing the goals; the attainability, priorities and funding
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of the goals; national testing: school choice; teacher
quality; community role; mathematics and science
excellence; and emphasis on citizenship. Achieving
the national goals depends upon public recognition
of their importance and sustained collaborative ef-
fort. (7 references) (LMI)

ED 334 714 EA 023 361

Swanson, Beverly B.

An Overview of the Six National Education Goals.
ERIC Digest.

ACCESS ERIC, Rockville, MD.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-AE-91-1

Pub Date—May 91

Contract—R 1890120

Note—3p.; In: Striving for Excellence: The Na-
tional Education Goals, p1-2, Oct 1991; see EA
023 354.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plu- Postage,

Descriptors—*Change Strategies, * Educational Im-
provement, *Educational Objectives, Educational
Philosophy, *Educationa! Quality, Elementary
Secondary Education. *Excellence in Education,
National Norms, Outcomes of Education

Identifiers—America 2000, ERIC Digests. *Na-
tional Education Goals 1990
Practices for administrators to consider in order

to achieve the nation's six educational goals are

highlighted in this digest. Goals to be reached by the

year 2000 have been established in six areas: (1)

readiness to learn; (2) high school completion; (3)

student achievement and citizenship; (4) science

and mathematics; (5) adult literacy ar 1 lifelong
learning; and (6) safe, disciplined. and drug-free
schools. Practices that require the sustained effort of
all sectors of society are listed for each educational

goal. (20 references) (LMI)

ED 334 603 CS 212 991

Farr. Roger

Portfolios: Assessment in Language Arts, ERIC
Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills, Bloomington. IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CS-91-09

Pub Date—91

Contract—RI188062001

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading
and Communication Skills, Indiana University.
2805 E. 10th St., Suite 150. Bloomington, IN
47408-2698.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(TAPS) (071) ~ Guides - Non-Classroom (055)

EDRS Price - MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—Elementary Secondary Education.’

Evaluation Criteria, Evaluation Methods, Inte-

grated Curriculum, *Language Arts, *Portfolios

(Background Materials), *Student Evaluation.

Teacher Student Relationship
Identifiers—ERIC Digests

To serve the function »f assessment, the language
arts portfolio should be a record of a student’s liter-
acy development-a kind of window on the skills and
strategies the student uses in reading and writing.
Portfolio collections can form the foundation for
teacher-student conferences. a vitel component of
portfolio assessment. The use of portfolios has
gained momentum as curriculum experts have
called for assessments that include a variety of work
samples and have asked that teachers confer with
each student about his/her literacy development.
Language arts portfolio assessments should: (1)
have value to both teachers and students beyond the
assessment information; (2) require students to con-
struct responses rather than recognize correct an-
swers; (3) require students to apply their knowledge;
(4) pose problems requiring use of multiple re-
sources: and (5) present students with tasks that
have a realistic focus. (RS)

ED 334 595 CS 212 968

Langer, Judith

A New Look at Literature Instruction. ERIC
Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills, Bloomington. IN.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Rescarch
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDOQ-CS-91-08

Pub Date—91

Contract—R188062001

Note—3p.

Available from—ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading
and Communication Skills. Indiana University.
2805 E. 10th St., Suite 150. Bloomington. IN
47408-2698.

Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)

EDRS Price - MF01/PCO01 Plus Postage.

Descriptors—*Critical Reading. *Critica! Thinking.
*English Instruction, Literature, *Literature Ap-
preciation, *Reader Text Relationship, Research
Utilization. Secondary Education. Theory Prac-
tice Relationship

Identifiers—® Aesthetic Reading, ERIC Digests
The teaching of literature is not well understood

in American schools, nor has there been any major
change in conceptualizing sccondary school litera-
ture instruction in the past 25 years. In addition.
study of how students come to understand literature
parallel to the study of the writing process is almost
nonexistent. For the past few years, Judith Langer
has been developing an underlying theory for the
teaching of literature based on her study of the na-
ture of literary understanding. Her studies show that
during reading, there are a series of relationships the
reader takes toward the text: (1) “being out and
stepping into an envisionment™; (2) "being in and
moving through an envisionment™; (3) “‘stepping
back and rethinking what one knows™; and (4)
“stepping out and objectifying the experience.”
Readers’ understanding of literary texts seems to be
constrained by their notions of human (or imagi-
nary) possibility, while their understanding of
non-literary texts seems to be constrained by their
perceptions of the topic. The notions of stances and
orientations toward meaning provide useful guide-
lines for teachers to use in support of students’ pro-
cesses of “coming to understand.” (RS)

ED 334 571 CS 010 704

Stakl, Norman A. And Others

How College Learniag Specialists Can Help Col-
lege Students. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communica-
tion Skills, Bloomington, IN.

Spons Agency-—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED)., Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-CS-91-10

Pub Date—91
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and Communication Skills, Indiana University,
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Descriptors—College Students. Critizal Thinking.
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hension. *Reading Strategies. *Remedial {nstruc-
tion, Remedial Teachers. *Study Skills. Teaching
Assistants, Teaching Methods, *Vocabulary De-
velopment

Identifiers—ERIC Digests, Writing to Learn
This digest discusses some of the ways basic skills

instructors can help students become real learners.
The digest argues that the “learning specialist” (a
term preferable to “'remedial/developmental™ read-
ing specialist) should operate from a philosophical
perspective stressing strategic approaches to read-
ing-to-learn as driven by the cognitive sciences and
recent research in reading pedagogy rather than
from a deficit model drawn form the diagnos-
tic-compensatory movement. The digest discusses:
(1) implementing a course simulation model: (2)
using undergraduate teaching assistants; (3) using
high utility strategics for immediate acceptance; (4)
promoting students’ planning skills; (5) reconceptu-
alizing vocabulery development; (6) traiming stu-
dents to usc strategies; and (7) using writing to
develop reading comprehension and critical think-
ing. (RS)
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'mel, Susan

Older Worker Training: An Overview. ERIC Di-
gest No, 114,

ERIC Clearinghouse on Adult. Carcer. and Voca-
tional Education. Columbus. Ohio.

Spons Agency—Office of Educationat Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC
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Descriptors—- Adult Education, *Aging (individu-
als), *Corporate Education, *Older Adults, *On
the Job Training. Participation, Recruitment
Identifiers—ERIC Digests, *Older Workers
The changes in the composition of the labor force
and the changing personal needs of older pcople are
creating powerful incentives for them to remain in
or reenter the work force. For many. this will mean
job training or retraining. Training for older workers
s provided through both privale companies and
publicly funded programs such as the Job Training
Partnership Act and the Senior Community Service
Employment Program. Surveys show that older em-
ployees receive a smaller share of on-the-job train-
ing and outside courses than do younger workers.
Eligibility requirements also restrict the numbers of
midlife and older persons who participate in pub-
licly funded programs. Two issues influence the low
participation rate: older workers’ trainability and
the economic payoffs from training. Although em-
ployers rate older workers highly in terms of de-
pendability, loyalty, and commitment, they are less
positive about their ability to learn new skills. They
also question wheth. r the individual will stay on the
job long enough to make training pay off. Older
adults themselves often accept these negative ste-
reotypes. However, both research and practice show
that deterioration of cognitive processes is by no
mexns universal. Some studies have shown that
older workers can adjust to new technology. can
perform nearly as well as younger counterparts, and
stay on the job longer, improving the return on in-
vestment in their training. As more older individu-
als continue to have successful experiences in
training and in the work force, these issues and neg-
ative stereotypes will dissipate. (SK)
ED 334 469 CE 058 750
Imel. Susan
Collaborative Learning in Adult Education. ERIC
Digest No, 113,
ERIC Clearinghouse on Adult, Career. and Voca-
tional Education, Columbus. Ohio.
Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
Report No.—EDO-CE-91-113
Pub Date—91
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Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
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Descriptors—Adult Education, ®*Adult Educators,
* Adult Students, *Coopceration, Educational En-
vironment. *Group Dynamics, Participation
Identifiers—*Collaborative Learning. ERIC Di-
gests
In collaborative learning. both facilitators and
learners are active participants in the process, a
sense of community is created. and knowledge is
considered to be located in the community rather
than the individual. Its guiding principle is that
learning is enhanced when knowledge that is cre-
ated and transmitted is shaped by the activities and
perspectives of the group. In adult learning situa-
tions. the instructor becomes the facilitator whose
responsibility it is to create a climate to foster col-
laborative learning. in this environment, learners
must be willing to listen to and respect different
points of view, exercise responsibility for their own
learning. and be committed to the group. The tradi-
tional teacher role as authority is reframed as a
knowledgeable co-learner. Facilitators are also re-
sponsible for preparing learners for collaborative
work and planning the process. The traditional stu-
dent role also shifts to a more active problem solver,
contributor, and discussent. Issues involved in col-
laborative learning are cultural dispositions toward
competition and individualism: the traditional class
structure; difficulty in providing appropriate feed-
back: and reluctance of learners and facilitators to
relinquish their traditional roles. Collaborative
learning can provide an environment for democratic
planning. acquisition of individual and group in-
sights. development of better judgment, and usc of
adults’ previous experiences (SK)

ED 334 468 CE 058 749

Lankard. Betina A.

Resolving Ethical Dilemmas in the Workplace: A
New Focus for Career Development. ERIC Di-
gest No. 112,
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ment. Case Studies, *Controversial Issues (Course
Content), *Decision Making. ®Ethics. ®lnter-
professional Relaticnship, Organizational Devel-
opment. *Values, Work Environment
Identifiers—ERIC Digests
The diverse, multicultural population that consti-
tutes today’s work force faces ethical dilemmas on
the job that bring pressures to protect their own or
their company’s interests, at the risk of losing their
personal integrity. Employers and vocational and
career development personnel are recognizing the
need for decision-making and problem-solving skills
that will facilitate negotiation and conflict resotu-
tion in the workplace, Conflicts arisc between two
or more personally held values. between personal
values and those of another person or the organiza-
tion. between principles and the need to achieve a
desired outcome, and between two or more persons
or groups to whom one has an obligation. The reso-
lution of conflicts requires interpersonal and negoti-
ation skills; the application of “*employability skills™
such as honesty. cooperation. and integrity; and the
participation of all stakeholders in a situation. Eth-
ics traintng should help employees (1) recognize
which decisions involve ethics; (2) understand the
values of all stakeholders; and {3) weigh the poten-
tial impact of various options on those values. As
part of a career development curriculum. discus-
sions and analyses of case studies, use of ethics com-
mittees and resource people, and training in critical
thinking. conflict resolution, communication. group
processes, and mediation skills can prepare students
for the ethical dilemmas they may face in the work-
place. (SK)
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Family and intergenerational literacy programs
are intended to improve the literacy of education-
ally disadvantaged parents and children, based on
the assumption that improving the literacy skills of
parents results in better educational experiences for
their children. A typology for classifying family lit-
eracy programs has two dimensions: type of pro-
gram intervention (direct or indirect) and typc of
participation (adults alone. children alone. adults
and children together). Four program types are as
follows: (1) direct adults-direct children, in which
both receive the most intensive literacy instruction;
(2) indirect adults-indirect children, characterized
by voluntary attendance. short-term commitment,
and literacy en.‘chment events: (3) dircct adults-in-
direct children, mi ‘¥ _:h adults receive literacy in-
struction as well as coaching on reading with their
children; and (4) indirect adults-direct children,
which focuses on developing children’s reading
skills and involving parents in workshops or reading
rallies. Although theoretical justification for the
concept exists. research evidence of 1ts effectivencss
has yet to be systematically collected. Three issucs
have implicauons for program design and evalua-
tion: definitions of literacy, the type of literacy that
should be taught, and the locus for change. On the
one hand is the “deficit™ perspective that assumes
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that low income or language-minority parents have
inadequate parental skills. practices, and materials.
The other viewpoint is that the family and cultural
context has value and should be used to shape in-
struction. (SK)
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Identifiers—*Technology Education
Technology education (TE) s a general education
program intended to teach students about techno-
logical concepts. processes, malerials, and systems
as well as the impact of technology in society. its
goal is to develop technologically literate people.
Technology education can be taught as a separate
course or curriculum, or it can be infused in other
subjects. Children are exposed to technology in
many forms. TE experiences are motivating and in-
teresting to young children and they provide oppor-
tunities for language development. The main goal of
clementary TE is technological awarencss, rein-
forcement. and enrichment of concepts (thinking
skills). A cooperative implementation effort be-
tween clementary and technology teachers is rec-
ommended. Ohio. West Virginia, ldaho, Virginia.
and the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) have developed innovative elemen-
tary TE programs. TE programs should consider the
foliowing: (1) inservice TE teacher training: (Z) par-
ent or community provision for equipment and
supplies; (3) instruction in the use, care. and safe
operation of equipment; and (4) examination of
available sources such as NASA Teacher Resource
Centers. the Technology Education for Children
Council, and textbooks. (12 references) (NLA)
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Research by Darkenwald and by James and Day
supports the contention that instructor behavior is
a critical factor in shaping the kind of classroom
environment desired by adult learners. Darkenwald
developed the Actual and ldeal Adult Classroom
Environmental Scale (ACES), which measures
seven dimensions: involvement, affiliation, teacher
support, task orientation, personal goal attainment.
organization and clarity, and student influence. Dis-
crepancies between instrustor and student re-
sponses for the Actual ACES suggest that tcachers
are unaware of the social environment studerts ac-
tuajly experience. Research conducted by James
and Day identified six categories of instructor be-
havior that contribute to making an adult lcarning
environment less than optimal: attitude, atti-
tude/behavior, behavior, behavior/task, environ-
ment, and task. They used McClusky's theory that
margin is the relationship between the demands
made upon an individual and resources used to cope
with demands. Instructors can create optimal condi-
tions for learning in the adult classroom by being
aware of their role in creating the climate, changing
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their behavior or attituac. und:rstanding learner
concerns beyond the classroom. and involving adult
students in establishing the climate. (NLA)
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New educational programs are attempting to meet

the needs of male African American students. The
new programs vary widely in approach. scope, con-
tent. and targeted age group. However. they alj fo-
cus on helping African American male youth
develop productive behaviors and values by bring-
ing them into contact with African American male
adults. The following components are common to
most programs: (1) appropriate male models/male
bonding; (2) identity /self-esteem; (3) academic val-
ues and skills; (4) parent and community strength-
cning: (5) transition to manhood; and (6) a safe
haven. Of all the program components. those pro-
grams that have experimenteu with all-African,
all-male classes have been the most controversial.
While early evaluations indicate some success. it is
too early to determine the long-term effectivencss
of these programs and approaches. African Ameri-
can males have been called “an endangered species™
and these new programs are an important attempt to
help this group function productively. A list of eight
references is appended. (FMW)
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The urgent need to improve big city schools has

been a powetful incentive to adopt accountability

systems. The foliowing types of accountability sys-
terns ma ¢:ist alongside each other: (1) political:

(2) lega!. . +1 bureaucratic; (4) professional; and (5)

market. Bureaucratic accountability is a “"top down™

system that holds teachers responsible for following
standard procedures. Professional accountability is

*teacher focused™ and emphasizes teacher prepara-

tion. certification. seleciion, and evaluation. Market

accountability is based on “customer choice™ that
makes schools accountable to parents and students.

Because esch form has its own strengths and weak-

nesses. an effective system of accountability should

combinc several to ensure that students are well

scrved. Statistical indicators play a major role n

accountability systems. The following critena

should be considered in selecuing indicators: (1)

problem-oriented; (2) relevant to policy: (3) reflec-

uve of educational outcomes; (4) indicative of stu-
dent backgroands. and (5) illustrative of schoo!
context. The followtng criterta should be used in

ERIC
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interpreting indicators: (1) validity: (2) reliability;
and (3) corruptibility. Indicators should go beyond
the traditional student standardized test scores to
refleci factors that structure the student’s experi-
ence of school. Properly conceived indicatorscan be
used 2> powerful political tools and as incentives to

change behavior. A list of 11 references is ap-
pended. (FMW)
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Some of the instrucrional techniques developed

by the mathematics reform movement are effective

with Limited English Proficient (LEP) students.
whether instruction is provided in the student’s na-
tive language or in English. The following assump-
tions lead to good instruction: (1) students are
capable of learning advanced mathematics regard-
less of their fluency in English or the ability of their
teacher to speak their native language; (2) computa-
tion skills are less important than an understanding
of mathematics; (3) number facts can be learned
fastest in the context of understanding mathematics;
(4) students should be exposed to large amounts of
content; and (5) students’ everyday lives provide
sources of mathematics knowledge. A mathematics
curriculum for LEP students should include the fol-
lowing approaches: (1) adjusting the linguistic com-
plexity of learning tasks: (2) teaching "mathematics
language™; (3) asking students to devise problems
from their own experiences: (4) including course
content recommended by the NMationa} Council of

Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM); (5) presenting

mathematics as a social task; and (6) designing as-

sessment methods appropriate to the curriculum.

Active Mathematics Teaching (AMT). a form of

instruction that conveys large amounts of highly

structured information to beginning students. and

Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI). which fo-

cuses on student thought processes while solving

problems. show great promise for use with LEP stu-
dents. A list of eight references is appended. (FMW)
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Identificrs-—- ®*African Americans. ERIC Digests.
*National Education Goals 1990

President Bush's National Education Goals for
the year 2000 include increasing the percentage of
students graduating from high school. increasing the
percentage of dropouts who return later to complete
a high school degree or its equivalent. and closing
the gap in graduation rates between minority group
students and White students. Census figures indi-
cate that the overall dropout rate increased between
1968 and 1989. and that the school completion rates
for Hispanic American students and Native Ameri-
can students lag far behind the rates of African
American students and White students. Student en-
gagement with school has emerged as the single
most important factor in dropout prevention and
school completion. The following categories of
dropout prevention program characteristics are cs-
sential to promoting student engagement: (1) rele-
vance of school; (2) academic success; (3) students’
positive experience of the school environment; and
(4) school accommodation to outside factors. In ad-
dition. & successful dropout prevention program
must include clear school completion goals. which
must be regularly monitored, and district and school
accountability. Long-term improvements in school
completion rates will require both school improve-
ment and improvements in larger social problems.
such as health carc. housing. unemployment. and
job discrimination. A list of 13 references is ap-
pended. (FMW)
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A Request for Proposal (RFP) is the formal docu-

ment used by an agency to solicit services from the
outside sources that education agencies often usc
for the design, administration, or scoring of assess-
ment measures. The guidelines presented are in-
tended to help in writing an RFP. A few
fundamental aspects of assessment significantly in-
fluence the planning of the RFP process and docu-
ment: money; time; nature of the project: type of
bid; and phases of the project. Because the RFP is
part of the eventual contract it should be as clear
and precise as possible. Constraints typically hin-
dering the development of “"good™ RFPs include
limitations imposed by agency policies and proce:
dures: limited communication between the agency
and bidders; and concern for cost. sometimes at the
expense of quality. To deal with these constraints.
the RFP writer should specify as carefully as possi-
ble what is desired and expected: encourage fair and
timely communication with the bidders: and build
control of technical quality into the RFP and the
project. (SLD)
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ences
Identifiers—ERIC Digests. *infant Care

This ERIC Digest bricfly reviews studies of ma-
tcrnal employment, child care scttings. and links
between children’s development and family and
child care influences. Studies of maternal employ-
ment suggest that infants’ positive relationships
with caregivers may compensate for insccure at-
tachments with mothers. If future rescarch supports
this conclusion. the stability and characteristics of
the infant child care caregiver will assumc great im-
portance. Some research suggests that infants and
toddlers cared for by responsive and sensitive care-
givers have higher cognitive and language scores
and greater social competence than do children who
receive carc from less responsive and less sensitive
caregivers. Scveral features of the child care envi-
ronment arc linked to caregiver sensitivity and re-
sponsiveness. These include formal training in child
development, a small number of children to care for,
the number of adults in the caregiving environment,
short hours. decreased responsibility for housework.
and environments designed to be safe and appropri-
ate for children. Research evidence does not suggest
that infant child care per se is detrimental to the
child’s future social and emotional development.
Research does raise concerns for the child who ex-
periences insensitive care both at home and in child
care. (RH)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) programs
advocate the incorporation of writing into all classes
and all disciplines as a means of helping students to
improve their writing skills and to use writing as a
learning tcol. While most instructors agree that stu-
dents write poorly, the greatest obstacle to imple-
menting WAC courses on community college
campuses has been convincing faculty in non-En-
ghish disciplines to incorporate writing assignments
into their courses. Most successful WAC programs
begin with faculty workshops to convince teachers
that students learn more about a subject by writing
about it than by taking true-false or multiple-choice
tests, and to illustrate that instructors need not in-
crease their paper load by giving writing assign-
ments. At Somerset Community College
{Kentucky), a 3-year training project involved all 90
faculty members in a series of 10-weekly 2-hour
workshops iatroducing them to the value of proc-
ess-oriented writing. Methods for incorporating
writing assignments into alrcady crowded syllabi in-
clude requiring students to respond to lectures in
ungraded journals and having students evaluate
cach others” written work. A number cf community
colleges have expanded the WAC approach in a
varicty of ways. At Orange Coast College (Califor-
ma), the general education curriculum has been
structured to pair four separate sections of freshman
composition with four different content courses At
Los Mcdanos College (California), a single inst* c-
zor teaches two or three courses to the same group
of students, ensuring that writing is taught across
the curniculum. Successful WAC programs must
have not only administrative support. but also must
assure faculty ownership of and commitment to the
cffort (JMQO)
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in 1990, President George Bush and the nation’s
governors adopted new goals for education, includ-
ing the goal that every adult American would be
literate by the year 2000. During the past two dec-
ades, community colleges have played a significant
role in the promotion of adult literacy. In many
ways, the resources and services provided by com-
munity colleges very closely fit with the needs of
adult literacy training. In the Maricopa Community
College District (Arizona), volunteers teach func-
tionally illiterate adults to read and write at no
charge, and offer an 18-hour training workshop for
individual tutors. Project LIFE at South Plains Col-
lege (Texas) combines the resources of the major
literacy providers in the area to offer literacy train-
ing and prevocational workshops to enhance em-
ployability. In addition to the direct provision of
instruction in reading and writing, community col-
leges are involved in literacy development through
the coordination of delivery activitics among differ-
ent organizations and institutions. the training of
literacy tutors and instructors. post-literacy ser-
vices, services for learning disabled students, work-
place literacy cfforts, and computer-assisted literacy
instruction. The field of adult literacy has been neg-
atively affected by the lack of meaningful program
evaluation at state, institutional, and program levels.
If community colleges are to continue to play a
significant role in combating the nation’s literacy
problem, they will require additional leadership and
funding from state and federal sources. increased
recruitment and training of faculty to work with
students reading below the fifth grade level. and
more flexible methods of delivering instruction.
(JMQ)
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Community colleges can play an important role in
increasing the number of people in the scicntific
talent pool and diversifying its ethnic and gender
composition. In an effort to recruit more women
and minorities into two-year college science, math,
and engincering technology programs, community
collcges arc engaging in a wide range of special ac-
tivities, such as offering vocational counseling. in-
ternships, and scholarships, as well as sponsoring
on-campus ¢vents for high school students and de-
veloping articulation agreements with secondary
schools and four-year institutions. A sigmificant pro-
portion of colleges offer programs to encourage
women and minorities to cnroll in science and math,
and to help them succced. Examples include (1)
Delgado Community College’s Math, Science and
Technology Summer Youth Enrichment Program
for minority junior high school studcnts in Lousi-
ana, (2) Washtcnaw Community College’s program
to upgrade basic skills for women and minority stu-
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dents in Mighican: (3) Connecticut’s General Hart-
ford Community College's Pre-Nursing develop-
mental program: (4) American River Coliege’s
special bridge program, involving linkages with both
high schools and universities in California: (§) Cah-
fornia’s Evergreen Valley College's program which
employs an all-Hispanic team of educators and com-
munity members to improve the retention and ma-
triculation of Hispanic students; and (6) California’s
Occidental College’s program which brings commu-
nity college students on-campus into paid science
research assistantships. Recruiting women and mi-
norities into science and math careers will require a
commitment to recruitment, carcer guidance. provi-
sion of necessary facilities and services, and a
smooth transition from two- to four-ycar college.
(PAA)
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This digest summarizes in a question and answer

format a full length report of the same title. It ad-

dresses the importance of recruiting minority sw-
dents for diversity at institutions of higher
education. Noted are increasing numbers for these
groups along with the current low education levels
found among minorities and the potential shortage
of qualified workcrs. The institution’s role in re-
cruiting for diversity is identified as two fold: first,
to serve as a center for debate about the issues in-
volved and second, to determine ways in which it
can incorporate diversity within itself. Universities
are encouraged to recognize and appreciate differ-
ences among minority groups and stress. as well as
recruitment, factors encouraging persistence to
graduation including admussions, financial aid. re-
tention strategies, and involvement of many areas
and individuals. 1deally an institution wide effort at
minority recruitment s seen as a process with the
active support of top administrators. (Included are
8 references.) (Author/JB)
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Identifiers-—ERIC Digests

This digest summarizes in a question and answer
format a full length report of the same title. It ad-
dresses trends in college student enrollment pat-
terns with an emphasis on behavior underlying
student choice of college. Demographic changes
and cuts in important sources of student financial
aid brought significant enrollment declines to higher
education in the 1980s. Colleges responded by en-
gaging in market oriented activities intended to at-
tract students while students became more like
academic shoppers. preferring vocational, occupa-
tional, or professional courses over courses in the
traditional arts and sciences. Understanding these
student choice behaviors are important so that insti-
tutions can cnhance their enroliment planning ac-
tivities and student marketing and recruitment
activitics. Researchers in psychology. sociology.
and cconomics have done most studies of enroll-
ment behavior. Enrollment effects of changes in the
cconomy are often complex with different results
for different levels of society. Understanding indi-
vidual enrollment behavior can help enrollment
managers taifor and target their college’s marketing
mix of programs. prices. and places. The college
search and application phase is important because it
is in this phase that students eliminate most colleges
from consideration. Colleges can better manage en-
rollment in the selection and attendance phase by
recruiting students consistent with the characteris-
tics of the college or by adjusting the college charac-
teristics to match the characteristics of the desired
students. (Included are 9 references.) (Author/JB)
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Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.
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Pub Date—Jun 9!
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Pub Type— ERIC Information AnalysisProducts
(1APS) (071)
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Descriptors—Curriculum Development. Instruc-
tional Materials, Intermediate Grades, Junior
High Schools. *Language Teachers, *Middle
Schools. *Program Implementation. Scheduling,
Second Language Instruction. *Second Language
Programs, Staff Development, Teacher Certifica-
tion, Teacher Recruitment, *Teaching Methods

{dentifiers—ERIC Digesis
This digest discusses the issues involved in imple-

menting middle school foreign language programs.

A number of implementation and instructional is-

sues are highlighted. including: scheduling, staffing,

teacher recruitment, teacher certification. staff de-

vclopment, curriculum development. teaching

methods, and instructional materials. (VWL)
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Domke, Darla

Creative Activities for Teaching English as a
Foreign Language. ERIC Digest.

ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics.
Washington, D.C.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington, DC.

Report No.—EDO-FL-91-03

Pub Date—Jun 91
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Note—4p.

Pub Type— ERIC information AnalysisProducts
(IAPS) (071)
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Descriptors—*Class Activities, Classroom Tech-
niques, Creativity. Cultural Awareness, *English
(Second Language). Foreign Countries, Music.
*Sccond Language Instruction. Sccond Language
Learning. Student Participation. Vocabulary De-
velopment

ldentifiers— ERIC Digests
This digest presents 1deas for teaching English as

a Foreign Language (EFL) in forcign countries

where textbooks or other traditiunal instructional

materials arc limited or unavailable The activities

discussed emphasize student participation, require

creatvity. and encourage students to enjoy learning

Englhish Four particular activitics used by one EFL

teacher in Czecho-Slovakia are described in detail

Q
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One activity uses music, another aims to teach cul-
tura} aspects of the linguistic culture being studied
as well as the language, the third structures the EFL
program around a specific activity requiring active
participation by students, and the fourth focuses on
vocabulary. (VWL)
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Duran, Elva

Functional Language Instruction for Linguistically
Different Students with Moderate to Severe
Disabilities. ERIC Digest #ES01.

Council for Exceptional Children. Reston. Va.:
ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted
Children. Reston, Va.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED). Washington. DC.
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Note—3p.; Based on an article by Elva Duran.
"Functional Language Instruction for the Handi-
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(1988). p.265-268.

Available from-—Council for Exceptional Children,
1920 Association Dr.. Reston. VA 22091-1589
($1.00 each, minimum order $5.00 prepaid).
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Methods
Identifiers—ERIC Digests, *Functional Context
This digest explains how func.ional languzge in-
struction: can be made useful for persons with mod-
erate to severe disabilities who are also culturally
and linguistically different. it further explains how
vocabulary and cultural information of the Span-
ish-speaking student can be included in functional
language instruction for students who are from dif-
ferent cultural groups. The digest defines functional
language instructiosn, outlines use of an ecological
inventory to determine language needs. offers a
classroom example, describes how to choose vocab-
ulary for functional language instruction, and notes
the importance of continuing parent-school com-
munication. The digest concludes that children who
receive functional and context-embedded language
instruction are more likely to have a positive atti-
tude about learning and a heightened self-concept.
(Six references) {JDD)
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Cummins, Jim
Empowering Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
St:%eo%ts with Learning Problems. ERIC Digest
# 5

+ Council for Exceptional Children. Reston, Va.:
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Contract—R188062007

Note—3p.; Based on “A Theorctical Frainework for
Bilingual Specixl Education™ by Jim Cummins
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ldentifiers—*Empowerment, ERIC Digests. *Lan-
guage Minorities
This digest describes ways in which professionals

who work with culturally and linguistically diverse
students with disabilities can creatc an educational
climate that accepts and respects the language and
culture of its students and empowers them to feel
confident enough to risk getting involved in the
learning process Mcthods of creating such an edu-
cational climate include. (1) incorporating minority
students’ language and culture into the school pro-
gram, (2) encouraging minority community partici-
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pation as an integral component of children’s educa-

tion; (3) allowing students to become active genera-

tors of their own knowledge: and (4) using n

advocacy orientation in thc assessment process. (11

references) (JDD)
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Ruiz, Nadine T.

Effective Instruction for Language Minority Chil-
dren with Mild Disabilities. ERIC Digest
#E499,

Council for Exceptional Children. Reston, Va.:
ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted
Children. Reston. Va.

Spons Agency—Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (ED), Washington. DC.

Report No.—EDO-EC-91-4

Pub Date—May 91
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Note—3p.; Based on “An Optimal Learning Envi-
ronment for Rosemary.” by Nadeen T. Ruiz.
which appeared in "Exceptional Children.” Vol.
56, No. 2 (October 1989).
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1920 Association Dr., Reston. VA ($1.00 each.
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*Mild Disabilities, Minority Group Children,
Models, *Spanish Speaking, Teaching Methods

Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest describes a model curriculum for chil-

dren from language minority groups, called the
"Optimal Learning Environment Curriculum-A
Resource for Teachers of Spanish Speaking Chil-
dren in Learning Handicapped Programs.” This bi-
lingual special education class model is governed by
the following principles: (1) take into account the
student’s sociocultural background and its effect on
oral language. reading and writing, and second lan-
guage learning: (2) take into account the student’s
learning handicaps and how they may affect oral
language. rcading, writing, and second language
learning; (3) follow deveiopmental processes in lit-
eracy acquisition; (4) locate curriculum in a mean-
ingful context where the communicative purpose is
clear and authentic; (5) connect curriculum with the
students’ personal experiences; (6) incorporate chil-
dren’s literaturc into reading, writing. and Eng-
lish-as-a-Second Language lessons; and (7) involve
parents as active partners in the instruction of their
children. (17 references) (JDD)
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Identifiers -- ERIC Digests
This digest examines the demographic composi-

tion of the U.S school-age population. and derives

an estimate of 1.4 million children with disabilities
who are minority group members. The d:gest notes
the purposes of multicultural education for all stu.
dents and stresses the teacher’s role in recognizing
forms of bias in textbooks and other instructional
matenials Forms of bias include invisibility. stereo-
typing. selcctivity and unbalance, unrcality. frag-
mentation and isolation. and language usage. The
digest also discusses the importance of making the
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curriculum multicultural, recognizing subtle and un-
intentional biases in teaching behavior, organizing
learning environments conducive to individual stu.
dents' cognitive styles, and creating a positive
school climate. (Nine refercnces) (JDD)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
Teachers aad other professionals providing edu-

cation-related services to exceptional children from

diffsrent cultural backgrounds need to be aware of
unique perspectives or communication styles com-
mon to those cultures, and need to be sensitive to
the different values, experiences, and beliefs about
special education that may be held by members of
various cultural and ethnic groups. Educators are
encouraged to: (1) use language parents can under-
stand: (2) use sensitivity in sharing space. touching,

eye contact, and time ordering of interactions; (3)

provide parents with information: (4) support par-

ents as they lcarn how to participate in the system:
and (5) encourage parental participation with their
school-aged children. (Nine references) (JDD)
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Development, * Disabilities, Elementary Second-
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aptation, Special Education, Student Placement.
Teaching Methods

[dentifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest estimates that 948,000 U.S. children

may both be linguistically different and have disabil-

ities. The nature of instruction and educational
placement of these students should be based on the
degree of disability. level of language proficiency in
both English and the primary language, and inteliec-
tual capacity. Placement decisions should consider
such factors as level of adaptive behavior, social
maturity, ambulation or mobility. amount and type
of languagc input received in the home environ-
ment. and success in past and present placements.
Operationalizing bilingual special education re-
quires the creation of an instructional social system
that involves active teaching of cogmitive skills and
includes the development of language skills while
focusing on the acquisition of English. The digest
hists nine basic elements of an individualized cduca-
tion program for exceptional bilingual students. nine

steps in developing a comprchensive curriculum, 10

considerations in selecting materials for bilingus!

exceptional children, and 11 guidelines for adapting

instructional materials. (Ninc references) (JDD)
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riculum. *Educational Assessment. Educational
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tures (of Society), Knowledge Level, *Low
Achievement. Standards, Student Educational
Objectives, *Student Evaluation
Identifiers—ERIC Digests. National Education
Goals 1990
In February 1990. the President of the United
States and the 50 state governors proclaimed a set
of six national goals to prompt profound improve-
ments in schools and student achievement by the
year 2000. These six goals reflect widely held con-
cerns that most people have not been receiving the
kind of education they need to meet the chalienges
of twenty-first century life. This digest addresses
one of the six national goals: "By the year 2000,
American students will lcave grades 4, 8, and 12
having demonstrated competency in chailenging
subject matter including English, mathematics, sci-
ence. history. and geography; and every school in
America will ensure that all students learn to use
their minds well, so that they may be prepared for
responsible citizenship, further learning. and pro-
ductive employment in our modern economy.”
(Author/DB)
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ldentifir-=—ERIC Digests
Educa..on for citizenship in a constitutional de-

mocracy has been a long-standing goal of schools in
the United States. To achieve this goal. students
must learn their civil rights and responsibilities in a
free society. This ERIC Digest discusses: (1) the
importance of teaching about the responsibilities of
citizenship; (2) deficiencies in learning about re-
sponsible citizenship: (3) how to improve learning
about responsible citizenship at home; (4) how to
improve learning about responsible citizenship at
school; and (5) where to obtain information and
materials about how to teach responsible citizen-
ship. (Author)
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and Improvement (ED). Washington, DC

Report No.- -EDO-HE-90-4

Pub Date- Dec 90

Contract —R188062014

Note -3p.: For the full report. see FD 327 130

SO 021 409

o4

Document Resumes 47

Available from—ASHE-ERIC Higher Education
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ties
Identifiers—ERIC Digests

This digest of & full-length report provides a re-
view of state level budgeting for higher education in
terms of the underlying interplay of human and ex-
ternal forces coupled with factors that are present in
the budgeting process itself. The environmental
context includes historical, political. economic, and
demographic factors. These factors explain, at least
in part. the wide variaxnce in funding for higher edu-
cation among the states. Historical traditions, the
state’s economic climate. and the centralization of
the power of higher education within the state’s po-
litical structure, as well as the aging cf the popula-
tioa and the growth of the minority sector all
infiuence the budgeting process. Among the pri-
mary elements of the budgeting process (governar,
legislature, staffs, educational community), stafs
have become increasingly important. Timing is also
critical when budgets are placed in compctition with
numerous other issues of importance to the state.
Major policy concerns in higher education in recent
years include: (1) accountability, (2) costs, {3) pro-
ductivity. (4) quality, (5) affordability. (6) economic
development. (7) access for minority and nontradi-
tional students, and (8) equity for independent
higher education. The implications of these con-
cerns in the state budgeting process are discussed.
Includes two references. (GLR)
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Issues. ERIC Digest.
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Consumer Protection, Elementary Secondary Ea-
ucation, *Persuasive Discourse

Identifiers—Advertisements, *Advertising Effec-
tiveness, Channel One, ERIC Digests
Providing a basic overview of issues related to

advertising and the consumer, this digest discusses

the omnipresence of advertisements, suggesting
ways for consumers to recognize advertising ap-
peals. Deceptive advertising is discussed. with par-
ticular attention paid to financial advertising. (RS)
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Identificrs- *ERIC. ERIC Digests
The Educational Resources Information Center

(ERIC) database 1s now available to many libranics
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and curriculum centers on compact disc (CD-ROM
version). making it easier for teachers to search for
and locate materials for day-to-day classroom activ-
ities. This digest asks and answers six questions on
the kinds of practice-oriented materials in the data-
base and search strategies that will locate them. The
six Quesions are as follows: (1) What types of prac-
tice-oriented materials are in ERIC? (2) How does
one find such materials? (3) How does one set up a
search strategy? (4) What Joes “Target Audience™
indicate in an ERIC resurie? (5) How uJnes a
searcher use the Targe: Au dence field to find mete-
riais? and (6) Are th:re practice-oriented materiais
not identified with practitioner labels n the Target
{xudience field? A list of resources is also included.
LL)
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Informstion Technology and the Informed Citizen:
New Chsllenges for Goverament ané Libraries.
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Arguing that the foundation of a free civilization
15 8n informed citizenry, this ERIC digest discusses
the new challenges faced by the governmen: and
tibraries in the wake of the Information Age. As
clectronic technolcgy has accelerated the produc-
tion and fransmission of information. it has become
more difficult for tie average citizen to access, lo-
cate. and interpre! information. As a Tesult, the role
of libraries 8s gateways to information, most notably
government depository libraries, hias become ~ven
more essential. The growing availability of electron-
ically based public information carries both bene-
fits-i.e.. more information can be tapped more
ropidiy-and costs. Some of these costs and issues
are: the aeed for the formation ot government infor-
mation dissemination policies; the effects of the pri-
vatization of information sources; the lack of
usability of government information by the user;
and equity of access Providing a gateway to net-
works ot electronic information is only cne of the
challenges facing libraries: libraries must also act as
guides and educators. It is concluded that libraries
must interact effectively with the government, edu-
cationa! institutions. and the commercial sector to
successfully meet the information needs of citizens
in a 21st-century democracy. (9 references) (MAB)
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It has been observed that one historical role of the
public library is serving the nation’s youth. Current
economic and social conditions have created the
phenomeuon  of the “latchkey child"-the
school-ageJ child who has no parent or guardian at
home t fier school hours and has no alternative care
arrangement. In light of this, this digest examines
the public library’s responsibility toward latchkey
childrer., surveys library reactions to unattended
children in the libraries. and discusses the impor-
tance of library policies that will address this prob-
lem. It is noted that while some libraries observe the
increasing number of unattended children as an op-
portunity to improve youth services. others find
themselves facing philosophic, economic, and legal
dilemmas associated with these latchkey children. It
is argued that, as each library comes to understacd
its role in its unique commenity there will be a clear
focus on where it stands relevant to social dilemmas.
and that library professionals must be part of a net-
work of policymakers investigating solutions to
problems such as latchkey children. In the mean-
time. the question of whether libraries should pro-
vide service to these children beyond standsrd user
services will continue to be debated. (i2 references)
(MAB)
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The importance of using computers in a science

education class is not limited to computer-assisted
instruction (CAl). Computers may slso be used as
an educational strategy to improve overall learning
and computer litcracy in students. Research has
shown an improvement in academic achievement in
st lents using computers. as well as an increase it
scientific reasoning skills and scientific knowledge.
Mzny science teachers are currently using comput-
ers to produce tests and worksneets; record, calcu-
fate, and post student grades: develop tests and
worksheets; and produce supplementary items such
as crossword puzzles, posters, and diagrams to sup-
port instructional activities. A smsil number of
teachers also use computers as a component in se-
lected laboratory activities, and students are being
increasingly introduced to computer database
sezrching. On the cutting cdge of classroom com-
puter applications, mieractive video disks (on biol
ogy. carth science, physics, and chemistry) are
making their way into many science classrooms.
The msior facter inhibiting computer use is insuffi-
cient computer hardware and software due to bud-
getary constraints. ldeslly. students would have
access to individual microcamputer workstetions
complete with touch-screen interactive video and
high quality computer managed instruction that
would allow them to procecd at their own psce. In
this situation. the role of the science teacher would
be dramaucally different, yet just as valuable and
rewanding as it is now. Sciencc education in the
future will incorpofate computzr use-inclueding
word processing, many forms of computer assisted
instruction (CAl). laboratory instrumentation, in-
teractive video courseware. and scientific database
searching-and the educational process will be better
because of it. (8 referzaces) (DB)
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identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest summarizes the ERIC report concern-

ing proprietary school education. Many proprietary
schools offer no degrces and many of their courses
are less than one year. They are profit oriented and
market driven with decision making centralized in
the ownership. The curricula are job-skills oriented
and comprise programs in office. technology (auto
mechanics and computers), and personal service.

About 60% of proprietary school students receive a

certificate or degree. comipared to about 40°% from

& community college. Proprietary school graduates’

carnings are similar to those of community college

vocational program graduates, however, they are
likely to report more periods of unemployment. En-
forc of state licensing and accreditation poli-
cies to ensure educational quality. protect the state’s
financial interests in proprietary schools. and con-
strain unfair business practices are recommended.
Four references. (GLR)
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The tole of the school in the prevention of and

intervention in child sexual abuse is examined in

this digest. Information is provided on factors that
affect recognition and reporting by school person-
nel; potential indicators of child sexual abuse. both
behavioral and physical: issues related to allegations
invoiving school employees; the effectiveness of
prevention programs, and ways of collaborating
with sociai service agencies. A conclusion is that the
school is part of a prevention plan at only one levet;
the ultimate challenge lies in confronting the social
attitudes and conditions that foster or tolerate child

sexual abuse. (14 references) (LMI)
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Emergent and beginning readers demonstrate

many predictable behaviors in the kindergarten

classroom. yet every child is making sense out of
print in his or her own way. The job of the kinder-
garten teacher is to help each child to continue de-
veloping as a reader and writer. Reading and writing

materials are accessible and usable throughout a

print-rich  classroom environment. Children’s

growth and development in reading and writing can
be supported by using a natural learning classroom
model (consisting of Demonstration, Participation,

Practice/Role Play, and Psrformance) for organiz-

ing the day and planning for groups and individual

children. The goal for kindergarten teachers in such
classrooms is for their students to become indepen-
dent readers and writers for a variety of purposes.

Such teachers want their children to become

self-motivated, self-directed, self-regulated learners

within a community of learners. (RS)
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I entifiers—ERIC Digests. Professional Develop-
ment Schools
Teacher leaders often teach full- or part-time
while assuming leadership responsihilities. Also.
they have often learned new roles just by doing the
tasks demanded by those roles. A more systematic
approach to helping teachers develop the requisite
skills for assuming leadership roles (c.g. department
chairs, team and grade leaders. and cutriculum com-
mittee chairs) 15 discussed. Emerging opportunities
for lcadership include three programs: begirning
teacher assistance programs. school-centered eci-
sion making (site-based management). and proics-
sional development schools. Six leadership roles
have been identified, which might serve as organiz-
ers for the descriptive reports on the formal pro-
grams to develop leadership skills: (1) continuing to
teach and improve one's own teaching: (2) organiz-
ing and leading peer reviews of schcol practice: (3)
providing curriculum devclopment knowledge: (4)
participating 1n school-level decision making: (5)
icading in-service education and assisting other
teachers; and (6) participating in the performance
evaluation of teachers. The digest recommends a
more concerted effort to develop programs to re-
place learning on the job as well as to evaluate
teacher leader programs. (SM)
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*Knowledge Base for Teaching
This digest examines the knowledge base for
teaching. noting that many critical decisions about
educational structure, policy, and assessment rely
on it. The professionalization of teaching depends
on showing that teaching requires mastery of a spe-
cialized body of knowledge that is applied ethically.
Serious deliberation is needed in the professional
community about types of knowledge required, con-
ceptual frameworks for organizing and using knowl-
edge. and modes of inquiry used in creatikg and
validating knowledge claims. Several knowledge
base frameworks have emerged recently, including
two sponsored by national associations for teacher
education. These frameworks have resulted in dis-
cussions about defining the knowledge base. Impli-
cations for teaching and teacher educstion include
adding impetus to calls for change in e¢ducational
curriculum and structure (thus changing preservice
and beginning teacher programs). Five criteria for
evaluating the extent to which conflicting concep-
tions of the knowledge base actually inform: practice
are: (1) relation of different types of knowledge to
disciplined inquiry; (2) inclusion of multiple per-
spectives on teaching and schooling; (3) explanation
of the interdepandence of technical and normative
aspects of teaching; (4) usefulness of the framework;:
and (5) degree to which it encourages reflcctive
judgment and action. (SM)
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This digest discusses exercise adherence, noting

its vital role in maximizing the benefits associated

with physical activity. Information is presented on

the following: (1) factors that influence adherence

to self-monitored programs of regular exercise

(childhood eating habits. and psychological. physi-

cal. social. and situational factors): (2) theoretical

models of exercise adhetence (psychobiologic

screening model. locus of control. and adherence as

2 process); 1nd (3) strategies for behavior change

(self-control sirategies. relapse prevention. and mo-

tivetionai strategies). Applying this knowledge to

individual situations can assist in developing and

marntaining the habits associzted with a healthy

lifestyle. (SM)
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|dentifiers—*America 2000. ERIC Digests, *Na-
tional Education Goals 1990
This digest discusses the issue of safe. disciplined.
drug-free schools. one of the six national goals for
American education established as a result of the
February 1990 cducation summit. The importance
of including substance use in comprehensive school
health education (as well as other content areas of
the curriculum) is stressed. noting that school sys-
tems. administrators, parents, and the community
must establish policies and strategies for achieving
objectives at the local level. Program philosophy
must evolve from the community in order to lessen
community resistance to sensitive issues and to in-
cresse curriculum relevance. Very little evaluation
has been done on drug sducation programs. but the
information available indicates that instruction
must begin early in life. be part of 2 comprehensive
health curriculum. ensure community involvement.
and include teacher training. Implementation of
drug education programs involves three steps: needs
assessment: curricuium development; and program
evaluation. Inservice teacher education is crucial to
successful drug and alcohol education. (SM)
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This digest examines prekindergarten teacher Ii-
censure, which enables states to ensure a level of
specialized knowledge and experience among early
childhood professionals. A recent movement
toward specialization has led to more states offering
early chiidhcod education licenses (which is benefi-
cial since the best predictor of appropriate teacher
behavior is the amount of formal ¢ducation and
training). As acknowledgement of the educacional
aspects of preschool education increases. state ¢du-
cation agencies arc receiving regulatory power over
public preschoo! programs. This often conflicts with
state social service agencies® regulation of custodial
day care programs. High quality programs must ¢n-
compass both education and social services. Differ-
ent states offer various configurations of preschool
credentials (e.g.. early childhood educaticn licenses
distinct from elementary licenses. and title-specific
licensure denoting the license range). Distinctions
are made among early childhcod professionais re-
garding credentials and compensation. with the
public sector paying teachers bztter than the private
sector and salaries higher in early education than in
child care. (SM)
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vention. *Leaves of Absence. Mothers. ®Parent
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ERIC Digests

Can the contemporary family's problems be
solved in ways that seemed effective in the past?
The extent to which the family has changed argues
in the negative. The Amcrican family has been
stripped of two of its traditional social functions:
serving as a unit for economic production and as a
schoo! for the vocational training of children. The
first function has been usurped by commercial firms.
the second by the state. The family is no longer an
interdependent economic unit to which all members
contribute. Women's roles in the family have been
transformed. and the salience of the family has been
markedly reduced. In the modal American family of
the 1980s and 1990s, both parents work outside the
home. Consequently, children have less time than
before to spend with parents. Many children grow
up in economic poverty: 21 percent of U.S. children
are poor. Among parents under 30 years of age, the
figure is 35 percent. Even grimmer, 75 percent of
the children of young single-parent families live in
poverty. Four policy initiatives are needed to pro-
vide family support in these conditions: (1) mea-
sures to protect young mothers and their children
against poverty: (2) paid parental leave after
childbirth; (3) assured access to high quality infant
and child day care; and (4) education in parenthood.
While implementation of these policies is no pana-
cea, it will cushion children against poverty. (RH)
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Goals 1990

At their summit meeting in February, 1990, the
President of tne United States and the National
Governors® Asscciation established the national ed-
ucation goa) that “all children will start school ready
to learn™ by the year 2000. The process of reaching
this goa! will require a twofold strategy. First, fami-
lies will need help in their efforts to prepare their
children for success at school. Second. schools will
need help in responding effectively to the wide
range of developmental levels. backgrounds. experi-
ences, and needs which children present. Families
who are preparing students for school will need to
take into consideration children’s social and intel-
lect readiness. School can be ready for children by
using an appropriate curriculum, appropriate staff-
ing. and. in the absence of reliable readiness tests.
fiexible programming that takes into account indi-
vidual differences among students at the time of
school entry. Such programming can include mix-
ed-age grouping and cooperative learning. (RH)
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Noting that one of the three major themes for the
1991 White House Conference on Library and In-
formation Services is the role of the libiary in liter-
acy education, this digest begins by describing how
national awareness of the problem has led to legisla-
tion, both at the state and federal level, to fund new
literacy programs and expand existing ones. Two
cxamples of federal legislation are briefly described:
the National Literacy Act (U.S. Senate) and Liter-
acy for All Americans (U.S. House of Representa-
tives). A compromise bill was developed by a joint
committee in 1590, but was not voted into law. Also
in 1990, the Library Services and Construction Act
(LSCA) was reauthorized, with suggestions for in-
creased appropriations. Two new literacy organiza-
tions that focus on the needs of special groups are
also noted: the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family
Literacy. and the National Center for Family Liter-
acy. The results of a national forum on literacy for
state libraries held in May 1990 are briefly summa-
rized, and four priorities recommended by this fo-
rum for consideration at the White Housc
Conference are given. It is also noted that research
is needed to provide current data on the extent of
illiteracy and comparable data on the effectiveness
of different literacy programs. as well as to reach
agreement on the fundamental meaning of the term
literacy. The digest concludes with an overview of
the types of support for literacy education efforts
provided by libraries, including the provision of
teact g resources. literacy classes, and targeting
groups at risk for literacy-related problems. (5 refer-
ences/4 additional readings) (MAB)
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This digest discusses advantages and disadvan-

tages of CD-ROM use in libraries and information
centers and lists fcatures of three CD-ROM ver-
sions of the ERIC database-Dialog OnDisc ERIC,
OCLC Search CD450. and SilverPlatter ERIC.
Brief descriptions of these products focus on the
differences among them. including equipment re-
quirements, search modes. sorting. onscreen help,
and print documentation. Recent developments and
futurc directions for these CD-R.OM systems are
slso presented. Addresses and telcphone numbers
for the vendors are provided. (MAB)
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Although principals are essential to their schools’

effectiveness, they often receive only perfunctory

evaluation. Themes from current literaturc on prin-
cipal evaluation are highlighted in this digest: they
includc the reasons for principal evaluation. initial
steps in designing evaluation systcms. mcthods and
sources of evaluation. and models of principal evalu-
ation implemented in two school systems (North

Carolina and Oregon). Common problems are also

discussed: these include confusion about the pur-

pose, formation, and application of evaluation critc-

ria. (11 references) (LMI)
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The controversial field of semiotics has been criti-

cized for its “unwillingness to respect boundaries™

and its “conviction that everything is a sign.” The
central concerns of this wide-ranging field. how-
ever. can be defined. and its implications for teach-
ing can be outlined. Semiotics is the study of signs

{symbols, icons. and indexes) which can be orga-

nized into systems of objects and behaviors. There

are three basic areas of semiotics-semantics, prag-
matics. and syntactics. In oral language. reading.
and literature, pragmatics has had a growing influ-

ence. A comprehensive view of curriculum is im-

plicit in semiotics insofar as all existing school

subjects-and even subjects not yet formulated-are
by their nature ways of organizing signs. The very
range of semiotics and its potential for crganizing
thinking about curriculum in new ways can add
structure and substance to arguments for the things
that tcachers value: oral language. the written word.
the arts, interdisciplinary study, and articulate ex-
change of ideas and feelings among students. Fif-
teen sources for further reading are provided. (RS)
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tionship
Career and vocational cducators must preparc

people with the attitudes and skills needed for suc-

cessful integration of work and family lifc. Idcally.
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life and career planning should be taught as a unit
beginning in the middle school. A life/career plan-
ning course should incorporate such topics as inter-
dependence of individual, family, and career
systems; developmental stages of the individual,
family, and career; values, realistic expectations.
and priorities; career and lifc-style choices; coping
with multiple roles: sex roles and stereotypes; par-
enthood/family life education: child care and eider
care options; managing time, money, stress, and
change; using resourccs and developing support sys-
tems; dual career and single parent/displaced home-
maker issues; and cultural differences in
family-work attitudes. An example of junior/senior
high programs is Home and Career Skills, New
York State’s required seventh- and cighth-grade
course. Programs for adults are being offered both
at the college level and in technical institute and
community college classrooms and workplace semi-
nars. Benefits of successfully combining work and
family roles are improved quality of life: greater
individual contributions to the well-being of society:
increased productivity; a wider pool of competent
employees; better employee morale; more aware
and informed citizens: and a more holistic upbring-
ing for children. (11 references) (YLB)
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Economic., social. and technological changes
highlight the value of human resources and em-
ployee training. Acquiring the knowledge and skills
demanded of today's workers represents a lifelong
learning experience that must be nurtured through
work-related learning activities and workplace
training. For the employer, training supports organi-
zational culture and goals while encouraging effi-
ciency, innovation, and quality in worker
performance and productivity. For employees. the
benefits are economic and educational. Companies
are recognizing that on-the-job training is a major
factor in economic growth and productivity. How-
ever. a handful of employers make most business
training expenditures. employers do not provide
training equally across their organizations, and
small cornpanies offer less training. Many employ-
ers seek outside providers for training and have tried

. partnerships with vendors and consultants; colleges

and universities; secondary and vocational-techni-
cal schools; proprietary schools; trade and profes-
sional associations: unions: community-based
organizations; other businesses; and government
agencies. To improve worksite training. (1) employ-
ers must identify new knowledge and skill require-
ments; (2) learning in the workplace should have a
lifclong focus: (3) partnerships among all stakehold-
ers 1n the training enteiprise are critical; (4) training
strategy should be integrated into corporate strat-
egy: and (5) cost effectiveness should be judged by
how well trainees learn what they were .uppsed to
learn. (8 references) (YLB)
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Tech prep is an articulation partnership between
secondary vocational-technical schools and posi-
secondary institutions. It can be described as an
“advanced skills™ articulation model because it ena-
bles students to use the time saved through coordi-
nated course work to acquire the more advanced
occupational knowledge and skill required by®
changing technologies. Tech prep is becoming
hig 1ly visible in vocational-technical education for
a variety of reasons: the change to a service econ-
o7.1y. new tcchnology. and changing work force de-
mographics. Articulation through tech prep offers a
more efficient use of tax dollars for education and
training, eliminates unnecessary duplication of pro-
gram content, and includes, as critical to education,
the technological content knowledge and skill train-
ing required by today's employers. Factors have
been identified that influence the success of
tech-prep articulation efforts. The factors affecting
students are counseling, orientation, mentorship.
and automatic admission to postsecondary institu-
tions. Faculty leadership is also critical to tech-prep
articulation. Some strategies for strengthening tech
prep include establishing lines of communication.
identifying programs to be coordinated. rewriting
curricular competencies, developing a model, de-
signing an evaluation model, providing technical as-
sistance, and conducting a public relations cffort. (7
references) (YLB)
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In 1966, Congress approved the first adult . .aca-
tion act. and the Educational Resources Informa-
tion Center (ERIC) system was established. Monies
to support adult education research and delivery
systems became available at the same time as a
mecchanism was put in place to collect and dissemi-
nate results of these activities. The Adult Education
Act (AEA) provides funding for adult education
programs serving cducationally disadvantaged
adults. As amendments have expanded its scope.
both enrollees and financial support have increased.
ERIC is a federally supported educational database
designed to put the results of educational research
and development in the hands of researchers, practi-
tioners, administrators, and policymakers. Sixteen
clearinghouses acquire and process information in
their sssigned area to build the ERIC database. The
database., which can be accessed through printed
index, by computer, or in CD-ROM format, con-
sists of document literature announced monthly in
*Resources in Education™ and journal literature in-
cluded in “Current Index to Journals in Education.”
ERIC clearinghouses provide reference services and
develop and dissemination informational products.
The ERIC system collects and disseminates two cat-
egories of materials related to the AEA: those that
are abou' i act and those that are the results of
projects anc research funded by the act, such as
reports and curricula. (10 references) (YLB)
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Although the goal of universal literacy in the
United States refers specifically to the literacy of
adults, significant progress toward the goal is depen-
dent to a great extent upon educational experiences
prior to adulthood. Encouraging business involve-
ment in strengthening the connection between
school and work acknowledges the interrelationshin
of 2 literate adult population and its prior educa-
tional experiences. School-to-work transitions of
noncollege-bound youth are needed to overcome
the disconnection between education and work.
During the past decade, business involvement with
schools has increased. As a result. progress has been
made toward achieving the objective of business in-
volvement in strengthening the connection between
education and work. In some communities. busincss
leaders are entering into a new form of collabora-
tion. known as work-education partnerships. Al-
though work-cducation partnerships vary by their
nature. effective partnerships chare a number of
common clements. Successful partnerships use bro-
kers to develop links among all players, involve the
right players, ensure commitment by developing a
sense of ownership among the various organiza-
tions. develop a formal plan, establish an organiza-
tion to manage the operation, and cultivate and
maintain the partnership. (8 references) (YLB)
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Aesthetics, or the philosophy of art, is perhaps the

most troublesome discipline advacated 1n a disci-

pline-based approach to art education. It is trouble-
some for many reasons, including its largely verbal
nature and the lack of experience of most art teach-
ers with its content and modes of inquiry. Neverthe-
less, aesthetics can serve as a basis for all other
content in an art curriculum because of its nature
and its foundation of general questions about all
works of art. Issues examined in this digest include.

(1) relating aesthetics to art education; (2) place-

ment of aesthetics ir. the art curriculum: (3) philo-

sophical inquiry in art education; and (4)

reconstruction of aesthetics in art education. A

9.item reference list concludes the digest. (DB)
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In global education programs, emphasis on com-

monalties shared by all peoples and the understand-

ing and appreciation of differences within various
cultures and subcultures may provide strong ratio-
nales for those who wish to teach art in a social
context. Global education should not be viewed as

a discipline with particular content or subject mat-

ter. rather it should be seen as an approach to the

study of culture that can focus on international con-
cerns of those related to study of students’ own local
communities. To prepare students to be citizens in

a global age. educational efforts need to be under-

taken to bring about changes in content, social con-

text, and methods through which cultural values are
taught. These changes in terms of a social context
include moving from (!) a mono-national context to

a multinational context; (2) a mono-cultural context

to a multicultural context; and (3) a school-bound

context to a community involving context. Art
teaching is discussed from multinational, multicul-
tural, and community-based contexts and as part of
global education. A [6-item reference list concludes
the digest. (DB)
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During 1990, the National Assessment of Educa-

tional Progress (NAEP) reported findings about ele-

mentary and secondary school students’ knowledge
of U.S. history, geography, and civics. In 1988, the

Joint Council on Economic Education reported

findings from its national study of high school stu-

dents’ knowledge of economics. The designers and
reporters of these national assessments have as-
sumed that their instruments measured knowledge
students should have learned through involvement
with the social studies curriculum in elementary and
secondary school. The synthesis of findings in this
digest, however, is restricted to ! Ith and 12th grad-
ers. students who have completed most. if not all, of
the social studies curriculum. The overall achieve-
ment of these upper level high school students in the
core subjects of the social studies (history. geogra-
phy. civics, and economics) is dismal. Factors iden-
tified that tend to produce better performances
include a home environment where reading and in-
formation are valued. limited television viewing.
classroom lessons that involve utilization of knowl-
edge and higher level performances on tests of
knowiedge. teacher knowledge of the subject area,
and strong programs of teacher in-service educa-
tion. A 9-item resource list concludes the Digest.
(Author/JH)
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on Social Studies in Schools
The National Commission on Social Studies in the
Schools was formed in 1987 by the Organization of
American Historians. the American Historical As-
sociation. and the National Council for the Social
Studies to study the state of social studies in the
schools and to make recommendations for curricu-
lar change. The Commission's cutriculum report.
“Charting a Course: Social Studies for the 21st Cen-
tury (1989). is based on an exhaustive examination
of the social studies curricula in the past and pres-
ent. This digest outlines the essential elements of
the Commission's curriculum report on goals and
general recommendations for the social studies: (1)
development of civic responsibility and citizen par-
ticipation; (2) development of a global perspective
through an understanding of students’ life experi-
ences as a part of the total human experience, past
and present; (3) development of “Critical Under-
standing"" of the history. geography. and the plural-
istic nature of the civil institutions of the United
States; (4) development of a multicultural perspec-
tive on the world’s peoples through an understand-
ing of their differences and commonalities
throughout time and place; and (5) development of
students’ capacities for critical thinking about the
human condition. Curriculum recommendations for
grades K-6, and grades 7-12 are presented along
with recommendations about teaching strategies. A
9.itemn reference list concludes the digest. (DB)
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This digest discusses the process of referring lan-

guage minority students to special education. focus-

ing specifically on the problems of overreferral and

underreferral. The prereferral process. the assess-

ment and referral process, and the characteristics

and behaviors of language minority students in need

of special education are described in detail. (VWL)
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The academic achievement of limited-English-
speaking (LEP) students has long been 2 majour na-
tional educational concern. This digest focuses on:
(1) factors that promote or inhibit academic
achievement in a second language: (2) the length of
time needed for LEP students to achieve at compa-
rable levels in school with their native English-
speaking peers; (3) the transfer of skills in the first
language to English: (4) program models that pro-
mote academic achievement in a sccond language:
and (5) the assessment of academic achievement.

(VWL)
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At-risk students are often poor and members of

minority g >ups. Solutions to the dropout problem

are insepatably tied to combating poverty and could
stimulate far-reaching educational change. Re-
scarchers have identified several elements of suc-
cessful dropout prevention programs, including the
need for carly prevention; aggressive leadership; pa-
rental involvement; school-based solutions: attain-
able goals; empowered practitioners; a focus on
continuous progress, problem-solving. and team-
work; smaller classes: integrated school and com-
munity services: and a caring. respectful attitude
toward students. Three represenistive successful
programs are: (1) the Accelerated Schools Program
developed at Stanford University and replicated in
IMinois schools; (2) the Annie E. Casey Founda-
tion's New Futures Initiative aimed at establishing
community collaboratives to address youth prob-
lems: and {(3) Baltimore's Success for All program
for disadvantaged innercity elementary school chil-
dren. bascd on Robert Slavin's research findings. To
solve dropout problems. educators must identify
school population characteristics, examine the dis-
trict’s management information system. utilize its
resources, pick workable solutions. and get commu-
nity support for district goals. (14 references)
(MLH)
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It appears that the value of providing students

with strategics to activate their prior knowledge
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basc or to build a base if one does not exist is sup-
ported by current research. Creating an opportunity
10 challenge studeats to call on their collective expe-
riences (prior knowledge) is essential, Through this
process. teachers move students from memorizing
information to meaningfui learning and begin the
journey of connect ag learning events rather than
remembering bits and pieces. Prior knowledge is an
essential element i+ this quest for making meaning.
Teachers should remember to: (1) present informa-
tion which builds background ideas, concepts. and
principles: (2) show (do not tell) through demon-
strations. multi-media use, and graphics: (3) use out-
side resources, trips, and speakers: and (4) tell about
the topic from personal experience, (RS)
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This digest discusses the scope of practice of the

secondary school counselor in today’s school. citing

Norman Gysbers’ Comprehensive Guidance Pro-

gram Model as an approach to developmental coun-

seling which empowers counselors to define their
own scope of practice, and thereby effectiveiy ad-
dress the needs of their students. (TE)
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This digast describes three complementary ap-
proaches to integrating guidance into education: (1)
the Comprchensive Guidance Program Model. de-
veloped by Norman C. Gysbers; (2) the Teacher
Advisor Program (TAP), developed by Robert D
Myrick: and (3) the Invitational Learning paradigm.
developed by William W. Purkey. Four references
are included. (TE)
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This digest discusses empowerment for older

adults. examining the aging of the population and

the adverse effects of societal attitudes toward aging
on the self-esteem. locus of control, and emotional
health of older adults. The Social Reconstruction

Syndrome (SRS) is discussed as a model for inter-

ventions to offset the adverse effects of social break-

down. Wellness, developmental counseling. and
prevention are also discussed as empowerment
strategies, (TE)
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This digest reviews current literature on self-es-

teemn. addressing its defining characteristics, dis-

cussing its importance. citing significant research
findings on the development and benefits of
sclf-esteem, and providing suggestions for counsel-
ors who seek to enhance their clients® self-esteem,
Five references are included. (TE)
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Identifiers— ERIC Digests
This digest provides a demographic profile of fam-

ily caregivers and discusses the cmotional and phys-
ical burdens on family carcgivers. It examines how
caregivers cope with these burdens and highlights
research findings on the most effective coping strat-
egics. The digest concludes by summarizing the
challenges to the hclping profession in addressing
the needs of family caregivers. (TE)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest discusses the ways in which counselors

in middle schools can help youngsters face the chal-

lenges of early adolescence and prepare them for life
in high school. It focuses on: (l) understanding
onc’s self: (2) family relationships; (3) peer pressure
and drug abuse; (4) stressful lives: (5) sexual matura-
tion: (6) academics: and (7) career cxploration. (TE)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests
This digest summarizes demands that confront ¢l-

ementary counselors: (1) a culturally diverse world;

(2) changing familics; (3) drug abuse; (4) child abuse

and neglect; (5) #xceptional children; (6) a techno-

logical world; (7) a changing world of work: (8)

promoting learning in a changing world: (9) shaping

children’s behavior in a changing world; and (10)

human relations in a changing world. (TE)
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and the sometimes difficult personal experiences of
Southeast Asian immigrant students. Varied condi-
tions of arrival have a significant impact on their
adaption to life in the United States. Earlier Viet-
namese immigrants were more educated and West-
ernized compared to later Vietnamese. Cambodian.
and Laotian refugees. The Confucian principles of
filial piety, ancestral unity, primogeniture, and lin-
eage influence parental sacialization prncuccs. and
individuals strive to attain harmony in social rela-
tionships. The psychosocial development of South-
east Asian children is influenced by the conditions
under which they arrived in the United States and
by the tension between traditional and U.S. cultural
beliefs. Unaccompanied males and Amerasian chil-
dren are particularly susceptible to depression and
behavioral problems. Younger children seem to ad-
just to the school environment more easily than
older children, but language presents a major barrier
for both students and parents. Educators can facili-
tate learning and encourage parent participation if
they: (1) use bilingual teachers and school-home
liaisons as resources; (2) become familiar with Viet-
namese, Cambodian. and Laotian culture; (3) iden-
tify the specific conditions under which each family
immigrated; (4) ask all students to share information
about native culture and exhibit respect for individ-
ual characteristics; (5) invite children to discuss
problems privately; and (6) ask parents who immi-
grated earlier to help more recent immigrant parents
to understand school policy and to translate com-
munications. A list of 13 references is appended.

(FMW)
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Identifiers—®Authentic Assessment. California As-
sessment Program. *Direct Assessment., ERIC
Digests, Indirect Assessment
Based on material prepared for the California As-
sessment Program, an argument in favor of authen-
tic assessment is presented, and authentic
assessment is contrasted with traditiona! standard-
ized tests. An assessment is authentic when student
performance on intellectual tasks is directly exam-
tned. Comparatively, traditional assessment relies
on indirect or proxy items. Issues addressed include
cost, effort and time requirements. and public suspi-
cions regarding the objectivity of authentic assess-
ment. It is contended that a move toward more
authentic tasks and outcomes improves teaching
and learning. In authentic asssssments, students
have greater clarity about their -obligations and are
asked to master more engaging tasks, and teachers
can see assessment results as meaningful and useful
for improving instruction. Conventional testing is
probably adequate if the aim is to monitor perfor-
mance. However, tests must be composed of exem-
plary tasks. criteria, and standards if the goal is to
improve performance across the board. A five-item
Jist of additional reading materials is included.
(TJH)
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Identifiers—ERIC Digests. New York, Scholastic
Aptitude Test

A brief introduction to the topic of gender bias

and fairness in testing is provided. A test is biased
if men and women with the same ability levels tend

to obtain different scores. The conditions under -

which a test is administered. the wording of individ-
ual test items, and a student’s attitude toward the
test can affect test results. While gender bias is a
characteristic of the test itself, gender fairness refers
to the ways test results are used. Detection of gen-
der bias involves checking questicns for: references
that may be offensive to members of one gender;
references to objects that are more familiar to men
or to women: and unequal representation of men
and women as actors or representation of members
of each gender only in stereotyped roles. Gender
bias assessments are particularly important for apti-
tude and achievemnent tests. Determining whether
test results are being used fairly requires examina-
tion of the organizational policies that determine
how test results are used. This latter issue is illus-
trated with a'court case (*Sharif v. New York State
Education Department™) concerning the use of
SAT scores as sole determinants of scholarship
awards. A four-item list of additional reading mate-
rials is included. (TJH)
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The nature of neuropsychological assessment and
its application in the school environment are dis-
cussed. Neuropsychology is the study of how the
brain and nervous system affect thinking and behav-
ior. A complete neuropsychological assessment re-
quires gathering and analyzing information on a
child's: (1) physical. social. and psychological devel-
opment; and (2) education. Sources of data for neu-
ropsychological assessments include parental
observations, formal observation, standardized
measures, and other tests such as the Haistead-Rei-
tan Neuropsychological Test Battery and the
Luria-Nebraska Neuropsychological Battery. Edu-
cational application of neuropsychological assess-
ment is particularly pertinent today due to recent
laws concerning education of the handicapped. the
wide range of programs offered by schools for the
developmentally disabled. and the difficulties in-
volved in identification of learning disabilities. Al-
though neuropsychological tests are excelient
diagnostic tools, they are limited by the following:
thoroughiy trained professiona:s must administer
the tests and interpret results; several other indica-
tors must be used along with test results; questions
about the validity of norms for such tests: ard the
time consuming nature of the tests. A five-item list
of additional reading materials is sncluded. (TJH)
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Aptitude tests are defined in contrast to ntelli-
gence and achievement tests. Although aptitude
tests. like intelligence tests. measure a student’s
overall performance across a broad range of mental
capabilities, the former also often include items that
measure more specialized abilities (such as verbal
and numerical skills) that predict scholastic perfor-
mance in educational programs. Compared to
achievement tests, aptitude tests cover a broader
area and & wider range of experiences. Rescarch
data indicate that individually administered apti-
tude tests identify predictors of future scholastic
achievement, compare performance across stu-
dents, provide a profile of students’ strengths and
weaknesses, assess differences among individuals.
identify hidden talents in some children. and pro-
vide information about handicapped students. Apti-
tude tests provide information for instructional,
administrative, and guidance purposes. Overall. re-
search on the improvemcm of aptitude test scores is
inconclusive, but it does indicate that effective
training approaches involve the followmg longitu-
dinal. non-intrusive techniques: interaction of stu-
dent abilities and training methods; practice and
feedback: incorporating other strengths of the stu-
dent: and focus on aspects of intellectual aptitude
that have been identified as trainable. A five-item
list of additional reading materials is included.
H)
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ERIC Digests, *Michigan Essential Skills Read-
ing Test, National Assessment of Educational
Progress
Authentic reading assessment is examined, focus-
ing on its implementation within the Michigan Es-
sential Skills Reading Test (MESRT). Authentic
reading assessment emerged as & response to re-
search that indicates that reading is not a particular
skill but an interaction among reader, text, and the
context of the reading situation. Unlike formal as-
sessmenis of reading. the MESRT uses intact.
full-length stories and subject-area reading selec-
tions taken from real life materials. such as chi -
dren’s magazines. literature anthologics, and
textbooks for different grade levels. The reading se-
lections arc then the driving force for developing
test items. The MESRT uses the following thcee
types of constructing-meaning items: (1) intersent-
ence items. in which the answer to the test item can
be found in two to three contiguous sentences
within the reading selection: (2) test items, in which
one oc more paragraphs of the reading selection
must be read to construct meaning; and (3) ""beyond
test™ items. in which the reader not only constructs
meaning from the text but also must bring in some
of his or her own prior knowledge to answer the test
item. In addition to the constructing-meaning items.
the MESRT includes self-report items that assess
student knowledge about illustrations or orgamze-
uon of specific texts as well as items that assess
students’ interest in and feelings about specific read-
ing selections. To date, the reactions of parents and
teachers have been positive. The positive impact of
continuing research on reading and reading assess-
ment t+ ,¢flected in the 1992 National Assessment
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of Educational Progress reading framework as well
as in other efforts. A six-item list of additional read-
ing materials is included. (TJH)
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Some of the ways authentic writing assessment
can be used in education are discussed. Using the
1llinois Writing Program (IWP) as an example, this
digest also looks at some of the goals. solutions, and
experiences of a program that is implementing au-
thentic writing assessment. New directions in au-
thentic assessment are aimed at going beyond
writing as an isolated subject unto itself by integrat-
ing writing into the teaching of all subject areas.
including science and mathematics. An authentic
writing assignment should reflect various types of
writing as well as levels of complexity related to the
task assigned in the assignment’s prompt. An in-
creasingly popular forinat is portfolio assessment, in
which students complete a body of writing over a
prolonged period of time. The IWP was designed to
represent defined writing skills as well as status and
growth; verify that the methods used to construct.
conduct. and verify the assessment meet technical
standards; and implement an informational network
to allow classroom and district personnel to use test
results to improve instruction. Criteria for the rating
system concentrate on the paper’s maintenance of a
compositional focus, the use of supportive argu-
ments, organization, and use of conventional En-
glish. The assessment also produces a focused
holistic score on integration. which reflects how
well the composition as a whole accomplishes tl e
assignment. Teacher involvement in the program is
fostered via workshops. provided to over 1,000
teachers during the program’s S-year history. A
five-itera list of additional reading materials is in-
cluded. (TJH)
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The results of the annual survey of statc teacher

testing programs in 1990 arc summarized. State di-

rectors of teacher testing programs were contacted

in the summer of 1990 and asked to update the data
compiled in 1989 by the ERIC Clearinghouse on

Tests, Measurement, and Evaluation. The results

show that 46 states required teacher testing 1n 1990

Twenty-seven states use admissions tests. 17 use

only commercially available tests, 5 allow colleges
of education to select tests, three use only custom
designed tests. and 2 use both commercially avail-
able and custom design~d tests. Thirty-six states usc
certification tests: 27 use only commercially avail-
able tests, 7 use only custom designed tests, and 2
use both commercially available and custom de-
signed tests. Certification tests assess basic skills
(teachers’ competencies in reading, writing, and
mathematics) in 26 states, professional skills (teach-
ers’ abilities to teach) in 25 states. and subject
knowledge (teachers’ expertise in their areas of spe-
cialization) in 24 states. A table lists, for each state,
the name of the test used, passing rate, and passing
scores for both admission and certification tests,
where appropriate. The table includes some infor-
mation on coverage area (basic, professional, and/or
subject) for the certification tests. A three-item list
of additional reading materials is included. (TJH)
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This digest examines the organization of and in-
ternational studies conducted by the International
Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement (IEA). The IEA is a non-profit. pri-
vate association that conducte international com-
parative studies on schools and aids the research
community in developing iaternational tests and
statistical techniques. The 1EA has 32 member
countries. Policy makers and educators us> [EA
data to assess alternative curricula, monito - the
quality of schooling worldwide. identify effe stive
schools and determine ways of improving their own
educational systems, and improve their understand-
ing of the instructional learning process. The o' gani-
zational structure of I'A consists of a chairperson,
general assembly, six-member standing committee.
and secretariat. Specific studies are managed by spe-
cially appointed steering committees and imple-
mented by national centers. I[EA studies include a
decennial assessment of a core of school studies in
math, science. reading literacy. composition. and
foreign langua ges. Other studies include: a 35:coun-
try reading lieracy study; the third international
mathematics znd science study; school and teacher
resource assessments that focus on opportunity-
to-learn indicators; longitudinal and in-depth case
studies; a 21.country computer education study;
and a 13-country study of pre-primary early child-
hood care and education. in the area of information
dissemination. the {EA publishes bulletins, a semi-
annual newsletter, and a guidebook on the 1EA re-
search network; the IEA also sponsors conferences
on issue-related topics. A 4-item list of additional
reading materials is included. (TJH)
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Identifiecrs—ERIC Digests, *National Assessment
of Educational Progress. Open Ended Questions
This digest describes the organization of the Na-

tional Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

and what is included in a typicai NAEP assessment.

The way in which the NAEP selects students for

assessments and how the assessments are used are

discussed. The NAEP is a congressionally man-
dated project of the National Center for Education

Statistics. The operational contract for 1990 and

1992 has been awarded to the Educational Testing

Service and its subcontractor; the policy guidelines

are formulated by the National Assessment Gov-

erning board. NAEP objectives for each assessment
take the form of frameworks or matrices for content
and process areas such as reading and mathematics.

Students arc selected through detai