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Using a theoretical conceptualization of friendship

as a context for development, this study evaluated modifications of
standard sociometric procedures to assess friendship. A culturally
diverse sample of 237 children in grades 3 through 6 completed two
sociometric nominations over & l-month period and rated the quality
of their best friendship and their social competence. Sociometric
nominations involved children's degree of friendship with their
classmates; nominations were coded for mutuality and for stability of
mutuality over the l-month period. From the results of the study, it
is concluded that: (1) the rates of stability of friendship observed
were comparable to those reported in studies using standard
sociometric techniques; (2) the techniques in this study permitted
identification of good friendships; and (3) the assessment of
short-term stability of mutuality of friendship enhanced the
prediction of social competence, beyond the level achieved by the
assessment of mutuality of friendship alone. (MM)
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Table 2

Prediction of lal Competence from Mutual il ! Fi

hi

Block and Predictors

UBeta o B Change
1. Sex -2t -12
Age (] -.08 .02
2, C1: Mutual Best vs. Mutual Good & Unilateral 30" 23"
C2: Mutual Good vs. Unilateral 47 RTY o7
3. C1 by Sex 427 16"
C2 by Sex o1 a3 08"
4. C3: Stahle Mutual Best vs. Stable Mutual Good & No Stable 327 20
C4: Stable Mutua! Good vs. No Stable - 38 a2 08"
=g
Adjusted & = .15
F (8, 225) = 6.14, p < .0001
'p <.10. 'p < .05. "p < .01. "p < .001.
Teble 3
Prediction of Poshive Friendghip Qualities From Type of Relationship Roted
Block end Predictors UBeta Y F Change
1. Sex -2 20"
Age 0 -10 05"
2. Stable Mutual Best
vs. Stable Mutua! Good «32" -20"
vs. Unstable Mutual -30 -7
vs. Unilatera! -36" -23" 07"

R=.1
Adjusted B = .09

E (5, 178) = 469, p < .001

‘p < .05 “p < .ot

14
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Figure 3. Positive Friendship Qualities as a
Function of Relationship Type
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