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FOREWORD

Special Education, A Statistical Report for the 1990-91 and 1991-92 School Years is the tenth
in a series of reports on the status of special education in New Jersey. It contains statistics about
pupils with educational disabilities, their programs, special education personnel and other special
education data. It is designed as a reference book to assist New Jersey's special education
community in planning and evaluating educational efforts for pupils with educational disabilities.

These data are based on four major collections. The Special Education Plan counts all pupils
with educational disabilities, including those in special classes as well as those who receive
supplemental instruction and/or speech correction services in both public and non-public schools.
The Special Education End of the Year Report counts pupils exiting, the number of referrals,
new classifications, changed classifications, declassifications as well as pupils on home instruc-
tion. The Application for State School Aid (ASSA) was used to count pupils with educational
disabilities served in state agencies through Chapter 207. The ASSA was also used to determine
the district's resident enrollment. The Fall Report was used to determine enrollment by racial-
ethnic-gender grouping.

Special appreciation is extended to all the school districts and other education agencies in New
Jersey which provided the information collected in this publication. Quesqons, comments and
suggestions for future editions are welcome. Please call Dr. Man Molenaar at 609-633-6972
with your inquiries and advice.

Jeffrey V. Osowski, Director
Division of Special Education
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New Jersey State Department of Education

DIVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

4e'he Division of Special Education administers federal and state mandates for special education
for pupils with educational disabilities. Currently, there are approximately 180,000 such pupils
from birth through age 21 attending programs in a variety of settings. Early Intervention
Programs provide services for about 2400 infants and toddlers birth through age two. The special
education programs for pupils ages 3 - 21 include supplemental instruction, speech, resource
room/center, self contained classes (public and private; day and residential), and home
instruction. These programs are provided in public and nonpublic schools and state operated
facilities. A relatively small number of pupils, about 120 statewide, are placed by districts in
residential special education programs for educational purposes.

Federal, state and funds are used to support special education programs. The Division of
Special Education administers federal grants (Individuals with Disabilities Act - IDEA). The
Division of Special Education also administers federal Chapter 1 grants for pupils with
educational disabilities in state operated programs. The Division of Finance administers state
special education categorical aid. The Division of Finance also administers the state Chapter
207 for pupils in state facilities. Local districts provide special education programs for public
and nonpublic pupils using federal, state and local funds.

Pupils who have educational difficulties may be referred to a district Pupil Assistance
Committee. If their difficulties are disabling, they may be referred to a child study team
(psychologist, learning disability teacher consultant, social worker and others as indicated) for
evaluation. If the team finds that the pupil has educational disabilities, it classifies the pupil
according to one of the 15 categories provided in statute and regulations. An Individualized
Education Program (IEP) is written and an appropriate placement is made in the least restrictive
environment for that pupil. Pupils receive their special education accompanied by whatever
related services are needed to benefit from that education. Related services include, but are not
limited to speech, counseling, occupational, physical therapy and others.

The operation of the Division of Special Education is governed by federal and state regulations.
The division develops and implements a State Plan for Special Education which is approved by
the U.S. Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services. In addition to distributing
federal funds under the State Plan, the Division of Special Education handles due process cases
brought by parents or districts when there is no agreement on the referral, evaluation,
classification or program for a pupil with educational disabilities. The division provides
technical assistance to districts through three Learning Resource Centers. The division develops
and expands new programs, such as, early childhood programs; programs for the hearing
impaired; comprehensive system of personnel development (CSPD) and the Plan to Revise
Special Education. The division provides support for county supervisors of child study in
monitoring, developing and interpreting regulations governing special education.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

TRENDS IN CLASSIFICATION RATES

Stee Rates. For the last ten years the proportion of the public school enrollment which received
special education has increased. However, for each of the last five years, this classification rate
has only increased by .3% or less (column 3, p. 5). There was no change between 1990 and
1991 in the proportion of the public school enrollment which was classified. The special
education classification rate appears to be leveling off at about 16-17% of the public school
enrollment as calculated by the first method described below.

Calcu:ation of state classification rates is done in a two ways. The state and county classification
rates include nonpublic pupils and are calculated by dividing the total number of pupils with
educational disabilities reported by districts in December by the public school enrollment
reported in October (column 3, p. 5). The numerator contains nonpublic pupils while the
denominator does not. Also, the numerator contains pupils with disabilities ages 3-21; while the
denominator contains pupils in regular education preschool, grades K-12, special class and
ungraded programs. However, most children and youth ages 3-4 and 19-21 are not in school.
Although the numerator and denominator are not directly comparable, the figures are readily
available and the resulting trends are predictable. Calculated by this first method, the state
proportion classified was 16.1% in 1991 and is expected to increase only to 16.5% over the next
ten years.

The second method used to calculate state classification rates uses a comparable numerator and
denominator (column 4 on p. 5). The difficulty with this method is that the denominator, the
population aged 3-21, is not available until two years after the fact based on census estimates
from the Department of Labor. Similar population estimates are not available for counties and
school districts, therefore this percentage has limited utility. Calculated by this second method,
the proportion of the aged 3-21 population classified for special education services was 9.0%
in 1991 and is expected to remain at or under 9.2%. This trend is parallel that found with the
formula from column 3. Both methods show a leveling off of the classification rates which is
expected to continue over the next ten years.

County Rates. County classification rates were calculated according to the first method (column
3, p. 5). There was some variability in the classification rates among counties (p. 10). All
counties had increased classification rates over the last ten years, but most show the same
leveling off seen at the state level. County classification rates ranged from a low of 13.7% in
Essex County to a high of 19.5% in Mercer County. These counties have held these same low
and high ranks for the last three years. Two counties, Hudson and Passaic, had lower classifica-
tion rates in 1991 than in 1989. Their rates were already below the state average. Nine counties
stayed about the same (change of less than +/- .3%), while ten counties had increased rates over

2 -
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the last three years. One county, Mercer, increased by 2.1% from 17.4% to 19.5 %, ..,ell above
the state average. The other counties which increased did so by 1.0% or less during the same
period. Most of the counties with increasing rates already have rates which are above the state
average. Almost all counties with the same rates as three years ago had rates near the state
average. It is expected that the leveling off of classification rates will continue in most counties
just as it is doing in the state.

District Rates. Since the nonpublic enrollment is not evenly distributed throughout the state,
comparisons among districts are more appropriate when the number of nonpublic pupils are
omitted from the calculation (see formulae belov). The same is true when examining classifica-
tion rates among racial-ethnic-gender groups. Therefore, the classification rates for districts
cited below and in the appendix do not include nonpublic pupils.

District classification rates may be divided into speech (eligible for speech correction) and child
study team classification (CST) rates. The average (mean) classification rates for speech
(eligible for speech correction) and CST classification rates over the last three years are reported
according to districts' grade plan, district factor grouping (DFG - a rough measure of socio-
economic-status), enrollment and community type (p. 6). In an appendix of this book is a listing
of each district and data on classification rates over three years along with their DFG,
community type and region. On pages 13-17 are graphs (scatter plots) of speech (top) and CST
classification (bottom) rates for districts of various sizes and DFG. These graphs show each
district as a square. For example; the square for a district with an enrollment of 800, a DFG
of D and a speech rate of 9.0% would be found on the top section of page 14 at the top of
column 4. The same district with a CST classification rate of 14.0% would be found on the
bottom of the same page in the middle of column 4. These scatter plots show the 1991
distribution of speech and CST classification rates of all districts by size of their total
enrollments and DFG.

The individual district rates vary over time as well as by district size. In general, speech
classification rates are decreasing while CST rates are increasing. The range of speech and CST
classification rates are much larger for small districts than for larger districts as might be
expected from a normal distribution d to the number of pupils enrolled. There is no
relationship between speech classification rates and district size, DFG, or community type. There
is also no relationship between CST classification rates and district size or community type.
There is only a very small relationship between the CST classification rate and DFG.

Calculation of District Classification Rates: The following figures from 1991 were used to
calculate the district classification rates:

CST Classified - Special Education Plan, Table 1 lines 18 plus 19 minus line 15;
Subtract nonpublic pupils from Table 5, lines 18 plus 19 plus line 15;
Divide by resident enrollment (ASSA), box 56;
Multiply by 100.
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Speech - Special Education Plan, Table 1, line 15;
Minus nonpublic pupils, Table 5, line 15;
Divide by resident enrollment (ASSA), box 56;
Multiply by 100.

Both Special Education Plan, Table 1, lines 18 plus 19;
Minus nonpublic pupils on Table 5, lines 18 plus 19;
Divide by resident enrollment (ASSA), box 56
Multiply by 100.

Classifications. Since 1978, some of the individual classification rates increased, one decreased
and others stayed the same (p. 12). Educable Mentally Retarded (EMR) decreased from .9%
to .2%. Although Trainable Mentally Retarded (TMR) decreased from .3% to .2%, the change
was so small as to be considered stable. The Emotionally Disturbed (ED) rate decreased
between 1978 and 1982, but has remained stable at 1.3% for the last 11 years. Communication
Handicapped (CH) remained stale at about .3% for the last 13 years. Speech (eligible for
speech correction) increased between 1978 and 1985 (4.2% to 5.2%), remained steady at 5.0%
until 1989 when it began a decrease to 4.7% in 1991. Four categories increased steadily since
1978: Neurologically Impaired (NI: .8% to 1.7%), Perceptually Impaired (PI: 2.2% to 6.4%),
Multiply Handicapped (MEI: .3% to .7%) and Preschool Handicapped (PRE: .3% to .5%). All
other classifications combined decreased from .5% in 1978 to .3% in 1984 where they remained
through 1991. Since 1978, the EMR rate decreased, TMR, ED, CH and others stayed about
the same while NI PI, MH and ?RE increased. Speech first increased to a high in 1985 and
then decreased. The overall classification rate is leveling off.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

PROPORTION OF PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES
COMPARED TO THE TOTAL PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

AND THE 3-21 POPULATION

Year
Total Public

Enrollment (1)
Pupils with

Disabilities (2)

Proportion of
Public School

Enrollment (3)
Percent of

Population (4)

1977 1,421,348 127,401 9.0 5.4
1978 1,381,528 141,999 10.3 6.2
1979 1,337,327 141,947 10.6 6.2
1980 1,246,008 150,475 12.1 6.7
1981 1,204,718 157,772 13.1 7.2
1982 1,172,520 158,451 13.5 7.4
1983 1,147,841 160,285 14.0 7.7
1984 1,129,223 162,546 14.4 7.9
1985 1,116,194 164,679 14.8 7.9
1986 1,107,467 166,793 15.1 8.3
1987 1,092,982 167,846 15.4 8.4
1988 1,080,871 169,234 15.7 8.6
1989 1,076,005 171,311 15.9 8.7
1990 1,089,646 175,409 16.1 9.2
1991 1,109,796 178,627 16.1 9.0
*1992 1,129,883 183,041 16.2 9.1
*1993 1,155,497 187,191 16.2 9.1
*1994 1,184,805 193,123 16.3 9.1
*1995 1,213,322 197,771 16.3 9.1
*1996 1,244,302 202,821 16.3 9.1
*1997 1,279,296 209,805 16.4 9.2
*1998 1,310,132 214,862 16.4 9.2
*1999 1,346,301 222,140 16.5 9.2
*2000 1,384,083 228,374 16.5 9.2
*2001 1,424,418 235,029 16.5 9.2

* Projected

(1) Source:

(2) Source:
Source:

Fall Reports of public school pupils, 1977-1991.

Annual Plans for All Handicapped Children, 1977-82.
Annual Plans for All Handicapped Children, 1983-84.

Special Education Plans, 1984-1991.

(3) Proportion = No. of pupils with disabilities ages 3-21 x 100
Classified Total public school enrollment

This figure is several points above the percentage in the population
since the populations are not directly comparable, e.g. non-public
school pupils, 3 and 4 year-olds and 19 to 21-year-olds are included in
the disabled population (numerator), but not in the denominator.

(4) Percent of = No. of pupils with disabilities ages 3-21 x 100
Population Age 3-21 population

0031k
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New Jersey Department of Education
Division of Special Education

CLASSIFICATION RATES BY DIFFERENT DISTRICT GROUPINGS

SPEECH CLASSIFICATION RATE CST CLASSIFICATION RATE

1989 1990 1991 1989 1990 1991

GRADE PLAN GRADE PLAN

PREK-12 4.01 3.99 3.88 PREK-12 12.43 13.01 13.23

SECONDARY 0.43 0.45 0.45 SECONDARY 10.84 11.27 11.53

ELEMENTARY 6.49 6.40 6.18 ELEMENTARY 9.94 10.12 10.31

DISTRICT FACTOR GROUPING DISTRICT FACTOR GROUPING

DFG-A 5.38 5.40 5.09 DFG-A 13.67 14.30 14.04

DFG-B 4.82 4.68 4.64 DFG-B 12.56 12.99 13.45

DFG-C 6.31 5.98 5.46 DFG-C 11.87 12.43 12.74

DFG-D 5.43 5.24 5.04 DFG-D 11.68 12.32 12.72

DFG- E 5.29 5.60 5.51 DFG- E 10.58 10.93 11.23

DFG-F 4.86 5.00 4.75 DFG- F 10.28 10.61 10.71

DFG-G 4.60 4.44 4.57 DFG-G 11.28 11.27 11.55

DFG-H 4.68 4.78 4.66 DFG-H 9.48 9.65 9.92

DFG-I 4.75 4.45 4.30 DFG-I 9.40 9.53 9.56

DFG- J 3.95 3.95 3.94 DFG-J 8.69 8.99 9.19

ENROLLMENT ENROLLMENT

< .5 K 7.21 7.05 6.79 < .5 K 11.50 11.87 12.15

.5-1K 4.96 5.00 4.85 .5-1K 11.11 11.43 11.58

1K -2K 4.00 4.02 3.87 1K-2K 10.91 11.29 11.49

2K-3K 3.99 4.01 3.95 2K-3K 10.23 10.53 10.73

3K-4K 3.79 3.64 3.77 3K-4K 10.80 11.69 12.03

4K-5K 3.85 3.85 3.39 4K-5K 10.69 10.80 10.81

5K-10K 3.81 3.53 3.40 5K-10K 10.21 10.37 10.54

> 10k 3.85 3.68 3.82 > 10k 9.95 10.02 10.26

COMMUNITY TYPE COMMUNITY TYPE

REGIONAL 1.04 1.07 1.06 REGIONAL 11.37 12.06 12.20

URBAN 3.92 4.01 3.77 URBAN 11.74 12.71 12.71

URBAN-SUB 4.91 4.91 4.72 URBAN-SUB. 10.85 11.20 11.36

SUBURBAN 5.43 5.23 5.18 SUBURBAN 9.72 9.96 10.19

SUB.-RURAL 4.92 4.94 4.91 SUB.-RURAL 10.55 10.62 10.92

RURAL 6.19 6.25 5.88 RURAL 11.70 11.97 12.22

RURAL CTR. 7.94 7.46 7.15 RURAL CTR. 12.55 13.08 13.42

RUR.CTR.R. 4.13 4.17 4.34 RUR.CTR.R. 12.93 12.82 13.11

ALL DIST. 5.01 4.95 4.80 ALL DIST. 10.94 1.29 11.50

SOURCE: SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN; APPLICATION FOR STATE SCHOOL AID
PERCENTAGES CALCULATED BY DIVIDING THE PUBLIC SPECIAL EDUCATION PUPILS (CST AND SPEECH)

BY THE PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT (EXCLUDES NONPUBLIC PUPILS)
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County

New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

A COMPARISON OF THE RATIO OF PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES
TO PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

180 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

Atlantic 13.0 14.4
Bergen 13.0 13.9

Burlington 11.4 12.4

Camden 12.4 14.2

Cape May 12.5 17.1

Cumberland 12.3 13.0

Essex 11.5 11.9

Gloucester 10.8 11.5

Hudson 9.9 13.1

Hunterdon 11.0 11.7
Mercer 13.1 13.2

Middlesex 12.9 13.5

Monmouth
Morris
Ocean

Passaic
Salem
Somerset

15.2 15.9 16.1 16.6 16.8 17.3 17.2 17.0 16.9 17.0

14.1 14.3 14.5 14.5 14.7 14.8 14.8 14.9 15.0 15.0

12.7 12.8 13.0 13.7 13.9 14.6 15.3 15.5 16.0 16.5

14.9 15.1 15.7 15.9 15.3 15.7 16.2 15.9 15.5 16.1

16.2 13.7 15.1 14.8 15.6 16.0 16.7 17.9 18.5 18.8

13.3 13.1 13.7 14.4 15.1 15.7 16.3 17.7 18.1 18.5

11.9 12.8 13.2 12.9 13.6 13.8 13.5 13.9 13.9 13.7

12.3 13.0 1.3.5 14.8 15.8 16.3 16.7 17.3 17.5 17.7

12.6 13.5 14.8 16.1 15.7 15.9 16.0 16.7 16.0 15.4

11.6 12.2 11.9 12.3 12.4 13.2 14.0 13.6 14.4 14.2

13.5 13.8 14.6 15.1 15.8 16.3 16.9 17.4 19.3 19.5

13.7 14.3 14.8 14.9 15.6 15.4 15.8 16.1 16.5 16.4

11.6 1.2.7 13.8 14.2 14.5 14.9 15.3 15.7 16.2 16.6 17.1 17.0

12.5 13.2 13.0 13.7 13.7 14.6 15.1 14.4 15.5 15.9 16.0 15.8

11.0 12.0 13.7 14.2 15.3 15.2 15.8 16.1 16.7 1C.7 17.1 17.1

13.3 14.3 14.8 15.0 15.4 15.9 15.8 15.7 15.8 16.3 15.8 15.0

10.7 13.7 14.0 12.7 13.6 13.3 13.3 14.0 14.6 14.9 15.5 15.9

11.8 12.3 12.5 13.8 13.6 14.1 14.7 14.7 14.7 15.3 15.7 15.8

Sussex 12.7 14.3 14.0 14.7 15.0 15.3 15.7 15.5

Union 12.4 12.8 14.0 15.1 14.5 14.6 14.8 15.5

Warren 14.1 15.5 15.7 17.1 16.3 17.8 16.8 16.8

New Jersey 12.1 13.1 13.5 14.0 14.4 14.8 15.1 15.4

16.2 16.6 16.8 16.9
15.6 15.6 15.7 15.8
17.5 17.2 17.9 17.4
15.7 15.9 16.1 16.1

Source:

NOTE:

0031k

Special Education Plans 1980-1991
Fall Reports 1980-1991

Ratios were calculated according to the total number of pupils with

disabilities ages 3-21 divided by the public school enrollment multiplied by
100. This calculation corresponds with note (3) on page 5.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

PATTERNS OF PLACEMENT OF PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES

Placement Options. Pupils with educational disabilities have several placement options. Among
these options are regular education placement with speech (eligible for speech correction),
supplemental instruction (SI), or resource room/resource center (RR). Other options include
special classes (public and private) and home instruction. The data on pupil placements were
taken from Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the Special Education Plan and reported on p. 22 for 1990
and p. 23 for 1991. Speech, SI and RR placements are provided in regular education buildings.
Special classes may be in regular education buildings (Class I) as well, but also may be in
schools without regular grades (Class II); such as, a) separate buildings within districts; b)
special services school districts or educational services commissions (SS/EC); c) jointures, d)
regional day schools (RDS); e) private schools; or f) public college operated programs.

State Comparisons. From 1985 to 1988, New Jersey ranked fourth or fifth highest among the
states in the percentage of pupils placed in separate schools, public and private. New Jersey
ranked third highest in the percentage of pupils placed in special classes (in regular education
schools or separate schools). These data were calculated from state reports under both EHA-B
(IDEA) and Chapter One, therefore the placements include both districts and state facilities. In
general, the data show that states with older special education programs have more restrictive
placements than states whose programs were developed more recently.

There are several factors affecting data comparability from state to state which should be kept
in mind when interpreting the ranking. Besides the length of time special education has been
provided in various states, the historic role of private schools in the state as well as the state
special education funding programs result in state-to-state variability in reported placements.
New Jersey was second only to Washington, DC in the rate of placement in private schools.
In addition, reporting conventions among states affected the reported rates including, varying
definitions of educational placements, some misinterpretation of instructions and variation in the
interpretation of decision rules in determining how each state reports pupil placements. It is
unknown how this may have affected New Jersey's rank. In spite of the high ranking according
to the degree of placement in separate classes or facilities; about 50% of New Jersey's pupils
with disabilities, including speech, are placed in special education programs in regular classes
and resource rooms (p. 25).

Placement Trends. The trends over six years in district placements of pupils with disabilities
shows a gradual shift from supplemental instruction, resource room, and speech to special
classes, both public and private (p. 25). These figures do not include placements in state
facilities which have remained stable over the last ten years at just under 4,000 pupils.

In 1991, one quarter of the pupils received speech only and another quarter received
supplemental instruction or resource room while enrolled in a regular class. Thirty-seven
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percent of the pupils were in public special classes, 5.3% in private day schools, 0.1% in
residential placements paid by districts, while .4% received home instruction. In addition, 6.6%
of the pupils with disabilities received supplemental instruction or speech in nonpublic (e.g.
parochial and other regular education) schools. These rates were calculated by dividing the
number of pupils in each setting by the total number of pupils with disabilities, including eligible
for speech correction.

Speech. Since 1986, the proportion of pupils classified as eligible for speech correction has
gradually decreased (p. 27). Speech as a related service, however, more than compensated for
the decrease by increasing during the same time period. Speech services overall (eligible for
speech correction and speech as a related service) increased to the extent that a greater
proportion (6.9%) of the public school enrollment received speech in 1991 than had in 1987
(6.5%). Although the percentage of pupils receiving only speech decreased, the was an increase
in the percentage of child study team classified pupils which receive speech as a related service.

CST Classified Pupils. Child study team (CST) classified pupils were increasingly placed in
special classes, public and private, more often than in resource rooms over the last six years
(p. 25). The proportion of CST classified pupils in SI or RR was unchanged between 26% and
27% from 1986 to 1991, however, the proportion of CST classified pupils placed in public
special classes increased from 33.5% in 1986 to 36.9% in 1991. Private class placements
increased from 4.7% to 5.3% during the same period. The proportion of pupils placed in
private residential settings remained steady at .1%. Similarly, the proportion of classified pupils
on home instruction also was stable between .4% and .5%. The proportion of classified pupils
receiving services (Speech and SI) in nonpublic schools gradually increased from 1986 - 1990
(6.4% to 6.9%), but dropped back to 1987 levels in 1991 (6.6%). In general, CST classified
pupils are placed in separate classes more often than in resource rooms, and the proportion so
placed increased over the last six years. The new resource center concept may reverse that trend
in the future.

Special Classes. Special classes may be either public or private. Public special classes are
conducted in buildings with regular grades (Class I; Regular grades K-12) or in buildings without
regular grades (Class II). Almost all private school classes are in buildings with no regular
grades. Statewide, of all the pupils in special classes, most (78.4%) are in buildings which also
contain regular grades. These classes are conducted primarily by districts with a few run by
special services school districts. The rest of the pupils (21.6%) are all in classes (public and
private) without regular grades. These classes are conducted by private schools (for 12.6% of
all the pupils in special classes), special services school districts (4.6%) and districts (2.5%).
The remaining pupils are in special classes conducted by regional day schools (1.3%),
educational services commissions (.4%), public college operated programs (.2%) and the Morris-
Union Jointure (.1%). These last rates were calculated by dividing the number of pupils in each
class setting by the number of pupils in all special classes. Special classes are mainly in public
settings in buildings with regular grades. Of the pupils in classes in buildings without regular
grades, more than half are in private settings with those in public settings divided between
Lkiecial services districts and public school districts. Most pupils in special classes are in public
settings in which there are also regular grades.
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County Placements. Analysis of the 1991 placement data revealed some variability among
counties in the placement of pupils with respect to the degree of placement in regular education
buildings (p. 26). The following placement rates were calculated as a percentage of all CST
classified pupils. The rates assume that all pupils are residents of the county in which they an
placed. To the extent that pupils cross county lines to receive their special education (da ca

unavailable), the actual rates would vary. Bergen and Morris counties utilize supplemental
instruction much more than other counties (13.1% and 16.2% respectively). The average rate
is 5.5%. Atlantic County places most of its CST classified pupils in resource rooms (62.6%)
with few pupils in supplemental instruction. Burlington County, on the other hand, places more
pupils in special classes (56.7%) in buildings with regular grades (Class I), with another 13.2%

in separate buildings (Class II). Cape May and Burlington counties place pupils in public
separate buildings (Class II) more often than other counties.

Essex, Hudson and Somerset counties have a somewhat higher percentage of CST classified
pupils in private schools (p. 26). Bergen, Gloucester, Salem and Warren counties have Special
Services School Districts which conduct classes in both regular education buildings (Class I) and

separate buildings (Class Burlington, Cape May and Mercer counties have substantial
percentages of CST classified pupils in Special Services Schools in separate buildings (Class II).
Regional Day Schools (Class H) are used more often in Salem, Mercer and Atlantic counties
as compared with other counties. Relatively few pupils are placed in residential programs or
on home instruction, the most restrictive placements. When pupils are placed in special classes,
the location of those classes (with regular classes, in separate buildings, or in private schools)
varies considerably from county to county.

Placements by Classification. Pupils with disabilities are placed in a variety of programs and
settings. There are two ways of looking at the distribution of placements: a) by classification and
b) by placement type. The first method looks at all the pupils in a given classification. The
placement rate by each classification is calculated by dividing the number of pupils in each
placement type by the total number of pupils with that classification (p. 24). The placement type
which is used more often than others is Class I. It is the more common placement for 11 of the
15 classifications. It is selected more often in P2R districts as well. The rate varies from 30.4%
of the Visually Sighted - Partially Sighted (VH-PS) pupils to 77.1% for EMR pupils. Resource
rooms were used more often for three classifications: PI (47.7%), OH (24.6%), and CI (30.9%).
The more common placements for ED pupils are Class I (38.2%) and private day schools
(27.2%). MH pupils are most often in Class I (41.2%), Class II (23.5%) and private day
schools (27.1%). Just over half of the OH pupils were placed in resource rooms (24.6%) or in
private day schools (30.6%) as the more common placements. Two-thirds of the autistic pupils
are placed in private day schools. The distribution of pupils by placement type and location of
the special class differs depending on the classification of the pupil.

The second method looks at pupils in a given placement type/location. The rates for each
placement type were calculated by dividing the number of pupilswith each classification by the
number of pupils in that placement type (p. 25). Almost 80% of the pupils in resource rooms
are PI. The pattern of classifications of the pupils in special classes varies according to location
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of the class. In regular education buildings, two-thirds of the pupils in special classes (Class I)
are classified PI or NI. The remaining third are ED (8.6%), Preschool (7%), MH (5.4%) and
others. In separate public school buildings (Class II), one-quarter of the pupils are ED, another
quarter are MH, with about 12% Preschool and 10% each NI and PI. Each placement type
serves a different constellation of classifications.

Most of the pupils in special services school districts and educational services commissions are
classified ED or MH (p. 25). Similarly, most of the pupils in regional day schools and private
schools for the handicapped (day and residential) are classified ED or MH. In separate buildings
taken together, most pupils are classified ED, MH and NI. Most of the pupils on home
instruction are ED (35.4%), CI (20.0%) and PI (16.6%). Nonpublic pupils receiving special
education are mostly PI (18.8% of nonpublic pupils). Almost all the remaining nonpublic pupils
receive speech (76.7%). The distribution of pupils by classification within each placement type
varies by placement type.

Summary. The trends in placement of pupils with disabilities over the last six years suggest that
the proportion of pupils receiving speech (alone or as a related service) is slowly increasing. CST
classified pupils are placed in special classes more often than resource rooms and the rate is
increasing. Most CST classified pupils are in programs (SI, RR and Class I) located in regular
education buildings, however the rate of placement in special classes varies among counties. The
distribution of pupils varies whether examined by either classification or by placement type.

Just as there is variation among states in restrictiveness in placement, there is alsc variation in
placement choices among counties in New Jersey. When a separate placement is available, it
tends to be used to capacity, whether it is a district class, special services school district,
educational services commission, regional day school or private school.
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NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DIVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

NUMBER OF PUPILS AND PROPORTIONS IN VARIOUS PLACEMENTS

PUBUC DAY RES. TOTAL

YEAR SPEECH RR/SI CLASS PRIVATE PRIVATE HI NONPUB. DISABLED

1986 47039 44358 55865 7916 105 754 10763 166800

1987 45913 44548 57341 8208 133 587 11116 167846

1988 45182 4.4469 58636 8817 107 723 11295 169229

1989 43654 44951 60653 9554 99 764 11637 171312

1990 43071 46996 62467 9862 115 836 12053 175400

1991 42845 47815 65892 9510 128 734 11703 178627

YEAR
PUBLIC

SPEECH RR/SI CLASS
DAY

PRIVATE
RES.

PRIVATE HI NONPUB.
TOTAL

DISABLED

1936 28.2% 26.6% 33.5% 4.7% 0.1% 0.5% 6.5% 100.0%

1987 27.4% 26.5% 34.2% 4.9% 0.1% 0.3% 6.6% 100.0%

1988 26.7% 26.3% 34.6% 5.2% 0.1% 0.4% 6.7% 100.0%

1989 25.5% 26.2% 35.4% 5.6% 0.1% 0.4% 6.8% 100.0%

1990 24.6% 26.8% 35.6% 5.6% 0.1% 0.5% 6.9% 100.0%

1991 24.0% 26.8% 36.9% 5.3% 0.1% 0.4% 6.6% 100.0%

SOURCE: SPECIAL EDUCATION PLANS 1986-1991
INCLUDES P2R DISTRICTS

PERCENTAGES CALCULATED BY DIVIDING THE NUMBER OF PUPILS IN EACH TYPE OF
PLACEMENT BY THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PUPILS WITH DISABIUTIES.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

TRENDS IN CLASSIFICATION RATES BY RACE AND GENDER

In New Jersey, pupils with disabilities are classified either by a child study team (CST) or a
speech-language specialist. The CST and speech classification rates each differ based on the
racial-ethnic-gender grouping of the pupils (p. 36). The CST and speech rates were examined
separately over seven years to determine any patterns of classification. Pupils in nonpublic
schools were not included in the calculations since the nondisabled, nonpublic enrollment was not
available. The analysis of trends in classification rates or laed the American Indian/Alaskan
Native group since the numbers were too small to generate stable trends.

Gender Classification Rates

CST Classification Rates. Child Study Team (CST) classification rates differed widely according
to gender (p. 35). In each racial-ethnic group, the classification rate for males exceeded that for
females by a ratio at or somewhat less than 2:1. This same pattern was repeated in each of the
past seven years. The CST classification rates of each racial-ethnic-gender group increased over
the last seven years. The total female rate changed by the amount +1.4%, while the total male
CST rate changed by the amount +2.4%. Similarly, the male rates in each racial-ethnic-gender
group increased somewhat more than the corresponding female rates.

Speech Rates. The Eligible for Speech Correction classification rate for males exceeded that
for females by a ratio about equal to or greater than 1.5:1 in each racial-ethnic group (p. 35).
There was some variability in the male-female ratios over the seven year period for all racial-
ethnic groups, increasing to a high in 1988 (1.61:1) but dropping i;ack almost to 1985 levels by
1991 (1.58:1). There are no data available on the rates of speech as a "related service" with
respect to racial-ethnic-gender groups.

Racial-Ethnic Classification Rates

CST Classification Rates. The overall patterns of classification among racial-ethnic groups were
similar between genders, although on a lower scale for females than for males. This can be seen
directly by dividing the classification rates for each racial-ethnic group by the corresponding
White gender group (p. 37). Results larger than one would indicate rates which are higher than
the White rate. Results smaller than one would indicate rates which are lower than the White
rate. Using these ratios, the CST classification rates for Blacks was found to be higher than the
rates for Whites and Hispanics (1.3 times the White rate). Similarly, the CST classification rate
for Asian/Pacific Islanders was much lower than the White rate (.3 times the White rate). The
higher CST classification rates for Blacks and the lower rates for Asian/Pacific Islanders were
relatively consistent over the past seven years.
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The CST classification rates were examined in the four major categories: Neurologically Impaired
(NI), Perceptually Impaired (PI), Emotionally Disturbed (ED) and Multiply Handicapped (MH)
(p. 38). The perceptually impaired (PI) rate increased by about the same amount for all racial-
ethnic groups over the last seven years. The emotionally disturbed (ED) rate did not change
appreciably during that same time period for any racial-ethnic-gender group.

Black CST classification rates increased more over the last seven years than other racial-ethnic
groups. Although the numbers were not large, the rate increases were proportionally greater in
the NI and MH categories. The Black ED rate was stable over seven years, and continued to be
about double the White ED classification rate.

As with the total CST classification rates, the Hispanic rates were about the same as the White
rates for three (NI, ED, MH) of the four major categories. Hispanic PI rates were somewhat
lower than White rates in each of the last seven years. These rates may be slightly lower because
some Hispanic pupils' perceptual impairments may be masked by their language differences. As
a result they may be placed in Bilingual or English as a Second Language programs in lieu of
being classified as eligible for special education or placement in combined programs.

Speech Rates. The eligible for speech classification rates for Whites remained about the same
over the last seven years (p. 36). All other groups had speech classification rates which were
lower than they were seven years ago. Speech rates for Blacks and Hispanics were about the
same as the White rate in 1985, however, the rates dropped to about .8 times the White rate by
1991. The speech rate for Asian/Pacific Islanders was lower than the White rate in 1985 (.77
times the White rate) and dropped even lower in 1991 (.64 times White rate). Again, there are
no data by racial-ethnic-gender group on the provision of speech as a related service. Most of
the decrease in eligible for speech classification rates over the past seven years came from
reductions in the rates for minority groups.

Summary, The higher CST classification rates for males compared with females (about 2:1) was
consistent over all racial-ethnic groups and is long standing. Over the past seven years, CST
classification rates among racial-ethnic groups showed that the classification rates for Blacks were
about 1.2 to 1.3 times the rates for Whites and Hispanics. Much of the difference between Black
and White CST classification rates was in the ED category, however, differences are increasing
in the NI and MH categories. CST classification rates for all groups increased, however, the
Black male CST classification rates increased more than those for other groups during the same
period. Hispanic PI rates were consistently lower than White rates over the last seven years.

The eligible for speech correction classification rates for all groups, except Whites, decreased
slightly over the last seven years. In 1985 Blacks, Hispanics, and Whites were all classified
eligible for speech correction at about the same rate. By 1991, however, minority group pupils
were classified for speech at a rate substantially lower than their White counterparts. Almost all
of the decrease in the eligible for speech corrections is accounted for by Ole reduction in the rate
of minority pupils, not in the rate for White pupils. Some of the difference may be accounted
for by the increase seen in speech provided as a related service to CST classified pupils.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

RATIOS OF MALE / FEMALE CLASSIFICATION RATES

CST AND SPEECH CLASSIFIED

AM. IND./
YEAR ALK. NTV. ASIAN BLACK HISPANIC WHITE TOTAL

1985 1.73 1.47 1.88 1.79 1.87 1.87
1986 1.97 1.58 1.94 1.69 1.90 1.87
1987 1.76 1.84 2.04 1.81 1.87 1.90
1988 1.98 1.73 2.02 1.80 1.90 1.92
1989 1.74 1.79 1.95 1.87 1.88 1.89
1990 2.04 1.83 1.98 1.84 1.90 1.91
1991 2.01 1.80 2.01 1.85 1.90 1.89

CHANGE -0.28 -0.34 -0.13 -0.06 -0.02 -0.02

CST CLASSIFIED

AM. IND./
YEAR ALK. NTV. ASIAN BLACK HISPANIC WHITE TOTAL

1985 1.90 1.59 2.09 1.91 2.10 2.08
1986 1.91 1.67 2.11 1.78 2.08 2.03
1987 2.08 2.00 2.10 2.00 2.06 2.06
1988 1.80 1.89 2.13 1.87 2.07 2.06
1989 1.75 1.76 2.06 1.97 2.03 2.04
1990 1.99 1.95 2.09 2.00 2.04 2.06
1991 1.88 1.90 2.09 1.99 1.99 2.01

CHANGE 0.02 -0.32 0.01 -0.07 0.12 0.07

SPEECH CLASSIFIED

AM. IND./
YEAR ALK. NTV. ASIAN BLACK HISPANIC WHITE TOTAL

1985 1.42 1.39 1.39 1.58 1.49 1.50
1986 2.41 1.52 1.52 1.50 1.56 1.55
1987 1.00 1.74 1.85 1.44 1.51 1.58
1988 3.12 1.62 1.64 1.64 1.56 1.61
1989 1.72 1.82 1.58 1.62 1.58 1.55
1990 1.84 1.68 1.57 1.41 1.58 1.57
1991 2.45 1.70 1.70 1.48 1.68 1.59

CHANGE -1.03 -0.31 -0.30 0.10 -0.19 -0.09

SOURCE: SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN; FALL REPORT
NOTE: 1988-1991 PUPILS IN PLAN TO REVISE DISTRICTS WERE

TREATED AS CST CLASSIFIED
CALCULATED BY DIVIDING EACH MALE RATE BY THE FEMALE RATE
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Now Jamey Stats Deparbmont of Education
Division of Special Education

RACIAL-ETHNIC-GENDER CLASSIFICATION RATES

CST AND SPEECH CLASSIFIED

YEAR

AM.IND.
ALKNTV.

MALE

AM.IND.
ALKNIV.
FEMALE

ASIAN
MALE

ASIAN
FEMALE

BLACK
MALE

BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC
FEMALE MALE FEMALE

WHITE
MALE

WHITE
FEMALE

TOTAL
MALE

TOTAL
FEMALE

1985 31.6 18.3 6.6 4.5 20.1 10.7 16.3 9.1 17.4 9.3 17.6 9.4

1986 22.5 11.4 7.1 4.5 20.0 10.3 15.9 9.4 17.7 9.3 17.6 9.4

1987 21.3 12.1 7.9 4.3 22.0 10.8 16.8 9.3 18.5 9.9 18.6 9.8

1988 25.3 12.8 7.6 4.4 21.6 10.7 17.3 9.6 19.2 10.1 19.0 9.9

1989 44.8 25.8 7.7 4.3 22.2 11.4 17.8 9.5 19.4 10.3 19.3 10.2

1990 24.9 12.2 7.3 4.0 22.0 11.1 17.8 9.7 19.9 10.5 19.5 10.2

1991 29.7 14.8 7.4 4.1 22.7 11.3 17.8 9.6 19.9 10.5 19.5 10.3

CHANGE 1.9 3.5 -0.8 0.4 -2.6 -0.6 -1.5 -0.5 -2.5 -1.2 -1.9 -0.9

CST CLASSIFIED

AM.IND. AM.IND.
ALK.NTV. ALKNTV. ASIAN ASIAN BLACK BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC WHITE WHITE TOTAL TOTAL

YEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

1985 22.2 11.7 2.7 1.7 15.5 7.4 11.1 5.8 12.2 5.8 12.5 6.0

1986 18.5 9.7 3.0 1.8 15.6 7.4 11.4 6.4 12.7 6.1 12.8 6.3

1987 17.5 8.4 3.2 1.6 17.0 8.1 12.2 6.1 13.2 6.4 13.4 6.5

1968 20.0 11.1 3.4 1.8 17.5 8.2 12.7 6.8 13.9 6.7 14.0 6.8

1989 32.0 18.3 3.7 2.1 18.1 8.8 13.6 6.9 14.2 7.0 14.5 7.1

1990 31.9 16.0 4.1 2.1 18.4 8.8 14.0 7.0 14.7 7.2 14.8 7.2

1991 21.6 11.5 4.0 2.1 18.8 9.0 14.1 7.1 14.7 7.4 14.9 7.4

CHANGE 0.6 0.2 -1.3 -0.4 -3.3 -1.6 -3 -1.3 -2.5 -1.6 -2.4 -1.4

SPEECH CLASSIFIED

AM.IND. AM.IND.
ALK.NTV. ALKNTV. ASIAN ASIAN BLACK BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC WHITE WHITE TOTAL TOTAL

YEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

1965 9.4 6.6 3.9 2.8 4.6 3.3 5.2 3.3 5.2 3.5 5.1 3.4

1986 4.1 1.7 4.1 2.7 4.4 2.9 4.5 3.0 5.0 3.2 4.8 3.1

1987 3.8 3.8 4.7 2.7 5.0 2.7 4.6 3.2 5.3 3.5 5.2 3.3

1988 5.3 1.7 4.2 2.8 4.1 2.5 4.6 2.8 5.3 3.4 5.0 3.1

1989 12.9 7.5 4.0 2.2 4.1 2.6 4.2 2.6 5.2 3.3 4.8 3.1

1990 7.0 3.8 3.2 1.9 3.6 2.3 3.8 2.7 5.2 3,3 4.7 3.0

1991 8.1 3.3 3.4 2.0 3.9 2.3 3.7 2.5 5.2 3.1 4.6 2.9

CHANGE 1.3 3.3 0.5 0.8 0.7 1 1.5 0.8 0 0.4 0.5 0.5

SOURCE: SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN; FALL REPORT

NOTE: 1988-1991 PUPILS IN PLAN TO REVISE DISTRICTS WERE TREATED AS CST CLASSIFIED

NOTE: VARIABILITY IN RATES FOR AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKAN NATIVE MAYBE SPURIOUS

BECAUSE OF THE DIFFICULTIES IN ACCURATE REPORTING.

RATES CALCULATED AS A PERCENTAGE OF EACH RACIAL-ETHNIC-GENDER GROUP'S ENROLLMENT

(J 0
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New Jersey Stale Department of Education
Division of Special Education

RATIOS OF MINORITY RATES TO WHITE RATES

CST AND SPEECH CLASSIFIED

AM. IND.
ALK.NTV.

YEAR MALE

AM. IND.
ALK.NTV.
FEMALE

ASIAN
MALE

ASIAN
FEMALE

BLACK
MALE

BLACK
FEMALE

HISPANIC
MALE

HISPANIC
FEMALE

WHITE
MALE

WHITE
FEMALE

1985 1.8 2.0 0.4 0.5 1.2 1.2 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
1986 1.3 1.2 0.4 0.5 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
1987 1.2 1.2 0.4 0.4 1.2 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0
1988 1.3 1.3 0.4 0.4 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
1989 2.3 2.5 0.4 0.4 1.1 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0
1990 1.3 1.2 0.4 0.4 1.1 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0
1991 1.5 1.4 0.4 0.4 1.1 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0

CHANGE 0.3 0.6 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0

CST CLASSIFIED

YEAR

AM. IND.
ALK.NTV.

MALE

AM. IND.
ALK.NTV.
FEMALE

ASIAN
MALE

ASIAN
FEMALE

BLACK
MALE

BLACK
FEMALE

HISPANIC
MALE

HISPANIC
FEMALE

WHITE
MALE

WHITE
FEMALE

1985 1.8 2.0 0.2 0.3 1.3 1.3 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
1986 1.5 1.6 0.2 0.3 1.2 1.2 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
1987 1.3 1.3 0.2 0.3 1.3 1.3 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
1988 1.4 1.7 0.2 0.3 1.3 1.2 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
1989 2.3 2.6 0.3 0.3 1.3 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
1990 2.2 2.2 0.3 0.3 1.3 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
1991 1.5 1.6 0.3 0.3 1.3 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

CHANGE 0.4 0.5 -0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

SPEECH CLASSIFIED

AM. IND. AM. IND.
ALK.NTV. ALK.NTV. ASIAN ASIAN BLACK BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC WHITE WHITE

YEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

1985 1.8 1.9 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 1.0 1.0
1986 0.8 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0
1987 0.7 1.1 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0
1988 1.0 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.9 0.8 1.0 1.0
1989 2.5 2.3 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.0
1990 1.3 1.2 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.0 1.0
1901 1.6 1.1 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.0 1.0

CHANGE 0.3 0.8 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0

SOURCE: SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN; FALL REPORT

NOTE: 1988 -1991 PUPILS IN PLAN TO REVISE DISTRICTS WERE TREATED AS CST CLASSIFIED
NOTE: VARIABILITY IN RATES FOR AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKAN NATIVE MAY BE SPURIOUS
BECAUSE OF THE DIFFICULTIES IN ACCURATE REPORTING.

CALCULATED BY DIVIDING EACH PERCENTAGE CLASSIFIED BY THE PERCENTAGE IN THE WHITE-GENDER GROUP.
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New Jamey Slats Depart:nerd of Education
Division of Special Education

RACIAL-ETHNIC-GENDER NI, PI, ED AND MIA CLASSIFICATION RATES

NEUROLOGICALLY IMPAIRED

BLACK BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC WHITE WHITE TOTAL TOTAL

YEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

1985 2.3 0.9 1.7 0.6 1.8 0.7 1.8 0.8

1986 2.3 1.0 1.7 0.7 1.9 0.8 1.9 0.8

1987 2.7 1.1 1.9 0.8 1.9 0.8 2.0 0.9

1988 2.8 1.2 1.9 0.8 2.0 0.8 2.1 0.9

1989 3.1 1.4 1.9 0.8 2.0 0.8 2.2 0.9

1990 3.1 1.3 2.2 1.0 2.0 0.9 2.2 0.9

1991 3.2 1.4 2.2 0.9 2.1 0.8 2,2 0.9

CHANGE -0.9 -0.5 -0.5 -0.3 -0.3 -0.1 -0.4 -0.1

PERCEPTUALLY IMPAIRED

BLACK BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC WHITE WHITE TOTAL TOTAL

YEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

1985 6.9 3.5 5.2 2.6 6.8 3.4 6.5 3.3

1986 7.3 3.8 5.6 3.0 7.2 3.6 6.9 3.5

1987 7.9 4.2 6.0 3.1 7.5 3.9 7.2 3.7

1988 7.8 4.0 5.7 3.3 7.6 3.9 7.2 3.7

1989 7.9 4.3 6.4 3.4 7.9 4.1 7.5 3.9

1990 8.0 4.3 6.4 3.4 8.1 4.2 7.6 4.0

1991 8.1 4.4 6.5 3.5 8.2 4.4 7.7 4.1

CHANGE -1.2 -0.9 -1.3 -0.9 -1.4 -1.0 -1.2 -0.8

EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED

BLACK BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC WHITE WHITE TOTAL TOTAL

YEAR MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

1985 3.2 0.8 1.6 0.4 1.6 0.4 1.9 0.5

1986 3.1 0.8 1.6 0.4 1.7 0.5 1.9 0.5

1987 3.3 0.8 1.7 0.4 1.7 0.5 1.9 0.5

1988 3.2 0.8 1.6 0.3 1.6 0.5 1.9 0.5

1989 3.2 0.9 1.8 0.5 1.6 0.5 1.9 0.5

1990 3.2 0.8 1.7 0.3 1.7 0.5 1.9 0.5

1991 3.3 0.8 1.6 0.3 1.6 0.4 1.9 0.5

CHANGE -0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

MULTIPLY HANDICAPPED

YEAR
BLACK

MALE
BLACK HISPANIC HISPANIC

FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE
WHITE

FEMALE
TOTAL

MALE
TOTAL

FEMALE

1985 0.7 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.3

1986 0.8 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.6 0.3

1987 1.0 0.4 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.7 0.3

1988 1.0 0.5 0.7 0.4 0.7 0.3 0.7 0.4

1989 1.2 0.5 0.7 0.3 0.7 0.4 0.8 0.4

1990 1.3 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.8 0.4 0.9 0.4

1991 1.4 0.7 0.8 0.4 0.9 0.4 0.9 0.5

CHANGE -0.7 -0.4 -0.3 -0.1 -0.4 -0.1 -0.4 -0.2

SOURCE: SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN; FALL REPORT

NOTE: 1988-1991 PUPILS IN PLAN TO REVISE DISTRICTS WERE NOT INCLUDED
NOTE: AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKAN NATIVE AND ASIAN OR PACIFIC ISLANDER GROUPS WERE

OMITTED FROM THIS CHART BECAUSE THE NUMBERS WERE TOO SMALL TO YIELD

REUABLE TRENDS.

CALCULATED BY DIVDING THE NUMBER IN EACH CLASSIFICATION BY THE TOTAL ENROLL-

MENT OF EACH RACIAL-ETHNIC-GENDER GROUP.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

TRENDS IN RELATED SERVICES

Related services include counseling, occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech and other
services required for a pupil to benefit from education. For the past five years data have been
collected on how many pupils with disabilities receive each type of service. The rates were
calculated as a percentage of the public CST classified pupils.

Counseling. In 1991, counseling was provided to 17,625 CST classified pupils (p. 40); mostly
to PI (7,232) and ED (6,128) with MH (1,258), NI (1,192), and P2R (1,030) pupils as the next
most frequent. As a percentage of each CST classification, the ranking is somewhat different.
About 46% of the SM and ED pupils receive counseling with P2R pupils at 21.9%. Other
classifications had lower rates: MH: 16.3%, VH: 15.7% and PI: 10.9%. Less than ten percent
of the remaining classifications received counseling. These proportions were relatively consistent
over the last five years, however the percentage of CST classified pupils which received
counseling varied from 1987 through 1991.

Occupational Therapy (OT). Out of the 7,490 pupils receiving OT in 1991-92, there were more
PRE (1,918), MH (1,748) and NI (,1509) pupils receiving OT than other classifications (p. 40).
As a percentage of each CST classification, OH (48.6%) and PRE (38.8%) had the largest
proportion of their numbers receiving OT. Next in line were AUT (29.5%), VH (27.5%), MH
(27.4%), TMR (18.6%) and CH (11.6%). The rest of the classifications had less than 10% of
their number which received OT. These proportions were relatively consistent over the last five
years. The overall proportion increased from 4.5% in 1987 to 6.8% in 1991.

Physical Therapy (PT). PT was provided to 4,551 pupils in 1991-92, of which 1,321 were MH
and 1,279 were PRE (p. 41). As a percentage of each CST classification, OH pupils (78.9%)
had the largest proportion of their numbers receiving PT. Next were PRE (22.8%), MH
(19.3%), AUT (11.5%) and TMR (11.3%). The remaining classifications had less than 10% of
their number which received PT. These proportions were relatively consistent over the last five
years. The overall proportion increased from 2.8% in 1987 to 3.9% in 1991.

Speech. A large number of pupils (34,227) received speech as a related service in 1991 (p. 41).
Of those, 10,490 were PI; 6,224 were NI; 4,360 were PRE and 4,021 were MH. Looking at
it another way, the percentage of each classification which received speech as a related service,
CH (80.4%) and PRE (78.8%) had the largest proportion. Next in line were TMR (71.7%), AH
(67.4%), VH (66.7%), AUT (62.4%), MH (52.3%) and EMR (48.1%). The other classifications
had less than 35% which received speech. Overall speech as a related service increased both in
numbers and percentage of CST classified pupils (from 23.2% in 1987 to 27.4% in 1991).

Summary. The number of pupils receiving each related service increased over the last five years.
The percentage of classified pupils receiving counseling varied somewhat over the last five years.

The percentage which received OT, PT and speech steadily increased over the same period.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

TRENDS IN STAFF RATIOS

Calculation of Ratios. The staff ratios were adjusted for 1980 - 1991 based on the best available
comparable data (p. 46). Data prior to 1984 were extrapolated and reformulated to increase
comparability. Data from P2R districts were incorporated into the ratios from 1988-1991. The
calculation of pupil-teacher ratios was complicated by the placement of pupils outside regular
public districts in public receiving schools (special services school districts, educational services
commissions, jointures, regional day schools and public college operated programs) and private
schools. Therefore, pupils in private schools and their teachers are excluded from these ratios.
Pupils in receiving schools were included in the ratios, but their teachers were not due to
difficulties in establishing comparable numbers over the years in question. The resulting pupil-
teacher ratios are only slightly higher than would be the case if receiving school teachers were
included. The sacrifice in precisicn was made in order to secure comparable data through the
years and facilitate comparable calculations in each district. The formulas for the ratios are
described on pages 43 and 44.

Class Ratios. The ratio of public special class teachers to special class pupils remained stable
(about 1:10.4) from 1983 to the present (p.46). The ratio of preschool teachers to preschool
pupils gradually increased from a low of 1:11.3 in 1983 to a stable 1:15.4 from 1987-1991.
However, that ratio increased to 16.1 in 1991. The ratio of classroom aides to special class pupils
gradually decreased during the same period from 1:17.3 to 1:14.7, indicating that classroom aides
are being used more frequently. The ratio of teachers to pupils in resource rooms (RR) and
supplemental instruction (SI) remained stable at about 1:12.5 for the last six years. The average
class size or case load for special class teachers has been relatively unchanged since 1983.

Child Study Team Ratios. Child study team (CST) ratios have decreased considerably over the
past twelve years when their numbers are compared with total enrollment (p. 46). However, the
CST ratios increased when their numbers were compared with the number of CST classified
pupils. Psychologist ratios to total enrollment decreased from 1:1,478 in 1980 to 1:1,068 in
1991. At the same time the ratio to the CST classified pupils increased from 1:107 to 1:119.
Similar directional changes are found with the Learning Disability Teaching Consultant (LDTC)
and social workers. The ratios for social workers were very similar to those for psychologists.
The ratio of LDTCs to total enrollment decreased slightly from 1:1,172 in 1980 to 1:922 in 1991
while the ratio to CST classified pupils went from 1:85 in 1980 stabilizing at about 1:100 over
the last seven years. The ratios for CST members decreased when compared with the total
enrollment, but increased when compared with the number of CST classified pupils indicating a
slightly increasing case load.

With the exception of 1983 and 1985, the numbers of CST members increased steadily so that
there are 536 more team members today than there were in 1980. There are still more learning
disability teacher-consultants (LDTCs) than psychologists and social workers, but the difference
in numbers is getting smaller.
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Speech Ratios. Speech is provided both as a separate special education program (eligible for
speech correction) as well as a related service to pupils classified by a child study team (p. 46).
The ratio of speech-language specialists (speech correctionists) to total enrollment dropped
significantly from 1:1,170 in 1980 to 1:770 in 1991. The ratio of speech-language specialists
to all pupils receiving speech-language services remained stable at about 1:57 from 1980 through
1987, but then decreased over the next few years to a low of 1:49 in 1990. It increased again
in 1991 to 1:54. The overall case load for speech language specialists appears to be decreasing.

Special Education Administrators. The number of special education administrators was
compared with the total enrollment, the total number of pupils with disabilities, the CST classified
disabled and the total number of special education staff (p. 46). The ratio to total enrollment
decreased from 1:3,332 in 1980 to 1:2,063 in 1991, however, the ratio to total disabled decreased
from 1:402 to 1:332. The ratios of special education administrators to CST classified pupils
dropped from 1:242 in 1980 to a low of 1:201 in 1984 and then gradually increased to 1:230 in
1991. The ratio of special education administrators to total special education staff similarly
decreased from 1:46 in 1980 to a low of 1:42 in 1984 and then returned back up to 1:50 in 1991.
Although the ratio of special education administrators to total enrollment increased, their pupil
and staff case loads decreased to 1984 after which they steadily increased.

There is considerable variability among districts in staffing ratios within the state. The ratios
described here are only state averages. Comparisons with the state average should be made with
much caution since districts vary considerably in size, resources, pupil needs and other
characteristics.

Staff ratios were calculated from data reported on the Special Education Plan (SEP) and End of
the Year (EOY) reports through the following formulas:

Special Class = SEP Table 2: Pupils in Public Special Classes (minus preschool)

EOY Table 2: Special Class Teachers

Resource Room/SI = SEP Table 2: Pupils in Resource Rooms or Supplemental Instruction
(minus eligible for speech correction)

EOY Table 2: Resource Room Teachers and Supplemental Instructors

Preschool = SEP Table 1: Number of Preschool Handicapped

EOY Table 2: Preschool Teachers

Aides = SEP Table 2: Pupils in Public Special Classes (include preschool)

EOY Table 2: Number of Aides
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CST/Speech- =
Language
Specialist/
Correctionists

CST Classified =

Fall Report: Total Enrollment

EOY Table 2: Child Study Team Members
(or Speech-Language Specialists/Correctionists)

SEP Table 1: Total Disabled minus Speech and Nonpublic (Table 5)

EOY Table 2: CST Members (Psyc., SW, LDTC separately)

Speech-Language = SEP Table 1: Speech + Table 7: Speech as a Related Service
Specialist/ (minus nonpublic pupils (Table 5)
Correctionist

Special Ed. =
Administrators

Special Ed. =
Administrators

Special Ed. =
Administrators

EOY Table 2: Speech-Language Specialists/Correctionists

Fall Report: Total Enrollment

EOY Table 2: Special Education Administrators

SEP Table 1: Total Disabled

EOY Table 2: Special Education Administrators

EOY Table 2: Total Special Education Staff

EOY Table 2: Special Education Administrators

NOTE: Speech = Eligible for Speech/Language Services.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

Trends in Pupils with Disabilities Exiting Education

There are many ways to look at the rates of exiting education for pupils with disabilities; such
as, a) percentage of exiters in each classification by reason of exit; b) percent of pupils with
disabilities ages 16-21 exiting; c) persistence rates by age from one year to the next; and d)
percentage of pupils with disabilities by age divided by the corresponding grade or births. Each
method presents a different perspective on the length of time pupils receive special education.

For six years, data have been collected on the number of pupils with disabilities exiting the
educational system according to four reasons for exit: Graduation, reached maximum age,
dropped out or status unknown (p. 50). The data were based on a random sample of districts
for the school years ending 1987 and 1988 and a stratified sample for 1989 through 1992. Only
state data is available for that reason. Some of the changes in numbers of pupils reported in the
first few years were probably due, in part, to improved record keeping. Some of the decrease
in numbers reported for 1990 were due to an adjustment in the formula calculating the state totals
from the sample. Corresponding 1989 figures would be approximately 8% lower than those
recorded. However, the overall proportions exiting did not change appreciably from year to year.

Percentage of all Exiters. The first way of viewing pupils exiting is according to the percentage
of exiters in each classification by reason of exit (p. 51). This is calculated for each reason, by
dividing that number by the total number of pupils with disabilities who exited education. For the
last six years between 63.7% and 70.9% of the exiting pupils did so by graduating. Pupils who
dropped out varied from 22.6% to 29.5%. Those pupils whose enrollment status was unknown
constituted between 2.7% and 6.7%. Between 0.9% and 1.4% of the exiters had reached the
maximum age of 21. In 1991-92, most of the graduates (46%) were age 18 while the dropouts
left at a fairly steady rate over three ages (age 16: 24%; age 17: 30%; age 18: 28%). Pupils
whose status was unknown exited mostly at ages 16 and 17. A national study indicated that most
"status unknown" pupils were frequently undiscovered dropouts. The percentages of all exiters
remained relatively stable over the six years in which data on exiting have been reported.

Over the last six years, the percentages of exiters by each reason varied somewhat with each
classification. With two exceptions, most classified pupils leave school by graduating. These
graduation exiting rates for pupils classified EMR, TMR, NI, and PI are about 70%. Graduation
exiting rates are generally above 80% for pupils classified AH, CI, OH, VH, CH and Speech.
The percentage exiting for pupils classified ED varied over time by reason for exit: Graduated
(48.1% - 55.9%), dropped out (35.0% 45.6%) or were reported as "status unknown" (4.9% -
8.7 %). Pupils classified SM exited by graduation less often than all other classifications (31.9%
47.3 %), while they exited by dropping out more often (42.4% - 62.5%) or they are reported as
"status unknown" (2.0% 13.3%). The SM figures may be somewhat exaggerated due to their
small numbers. Some of the variability in exiting among the classifications from year to year
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may reflect problems districts have in tracking and reporting on pupils who exit education.

In 1992-93, the exiting report will be redefined from "exiting all education" to "exiting special
education" (declassification or exiting all education). In the past eleven years declassification was
reported separately on another table of the End of the Year Report. Since 1986, the declassifica-
tion rate as a function of public CST classified pupils has been remaining steady at about 1.9%

to 2.2%. Data on declassification is not available by individual ages nor for the eligible for
speech correction category.

Percent of Age 16-21. A second way of looking at pupils exiting is as a proportion of the total
number of pupils with disabilities ages 16 through age 21 (p. 50). These percentages were
calculated by dividing the total number of exiters, ages 16 - 21, reported on the district End of
the Year Report by the number of classified pupils, ages 16 21, reported on the district Special
Education Plan. These percentages are shown on an accompanying chart along with the numbers
of pupils exiting by each reason from 1987 through 1992. There are some inconsistencies in
reporting between the Special Education Plan and the End of the Year Report, especially for
classifications which have relatively few pupils. The percentages may not be precise due to these

inconsistencies. Since AH and VH pupils are reported by agencies other than districts, their
numbers are under-represented in the district Special Education Plan report. As a result, exiting
percentages cannot be reported for these two classifications. The exiting percentages do not take
into consideration pupils who drop out and reenroll. The mobility of pupils may affect reporting

due to difficulties in tracking.

The exiting rates measured as a percentage of pupils, ages 16 21, vary with all other classifica-

tion. The lowest exiting rates (15% 30%) occur with the TMR, MH, CH and Speech
classifications. The next group of exit rates (30% 40%) includes the EMR, NI, PI classifica-
tions. The classifications ED, OH and CI have exiting rates of between 40% and 50%. The
highest exiting rate (over 50%) is in the SM classification. Overall, about one-third of all 16
to 21 year old pupils with disabilities leave education each year.

Persistence Rates. Yet another way of looking at pupils exiting education is to examine the
persistence rates from year to year (pp. 52 and 53). This rate is calculated by dividing the number
of classified pupils of each given age by the number of classified pupils of the next lowest age.
In eligible for speech correction pupils, the persistence rate for age six is over 150% indicating
that a lot more pupils are being classified or entering school already classified, than are
declassified. By age seven the number classified almost equals the number declassified. In each
successive year, the persistence rate decreases indicating that more and more pupils are
declassified than classified for speech. This pattern has been consistent for the past seven years
for which individual age data are available.

The persistence rates for child study team classified pupils are greatest (over 150%) at age four
indicating that larger numbers of pupils were identified and classified compared to those classified
at age three (p. 53). The persistence rate pattern at age five over the last seven years was about
80% in 1985 and 1986, but was about 100% since then. The persistence rates from age six
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through age nine were well over 100% indicating that more pupils were being classified or were
moving in already classified each year. The persistence rates continue at close to 100% from age
ten through age 15. At age 16 and above the persistence rates were lower than 100% indicating
that more pupils were leaving than entering special education.

It is interesting to compare the number of pupils who exit (p. 50) with the decrease in the
numbers of pupils in special education over the same age range for Speech and CST classified
pupils (p. 52). In general, there are fewer pupils classified speech than would be predicted by
the number of pupils reported exiting education altogether. This suggests that there are a few
more pupils declassified from the speech category than exit education altogether. This pattern
has been consistent for the last six years. For CST classified pupils the pattern is the opposite:
more pupils reportedly exit education than are accounted for by the decrease in the numbers of
CST classified pupils over the same age range. This suggests either inconsistency in reporting
and/or that pupils may exit and then reenter school at another age. It may be that there is some
mobility into districts of CST classified pupils who were not in public schools the previous year.
In any case, the numbers are not large nor consistent from year to year. In fact, in two of the
last six years, there were fewer CST classified pupils than could be accounted for by subtracting
those who exited. This suggests that problems with tracking and record keeping may account for
much of the difference between the numbers of CST classified pupils compared with the number
who exit education.

Percent of Births or Grades. The last way to look at the exiting/persistence issue is to divide
the number of classified pupils at each age by the corresponding grade or number of births (for
ages three and four; p. 54). This calculation shows the relative classification rate age by age.
Remember that the number classified includes nonpublic pupils whereas the grade level
enrollments do not. Also, the grade enrollments do not include pupils in special classes. For
those reasons, the figures should be interpreted as a proportion rather than as an actual percentage
of a given grade. The patterns of such classification rates do show consistent patterns of growth
similar to calculations on the overall classification rates. The CST classification rates at
individual ages are lowest at age three (1984 = 1.1% to 1991 = 1.8%) and regularly increase
to a high at age 13 (1984 = 11.5% to 1991 = 15.5%). The eligible for speech correction rates
have been decreasing over time at all ages. For example, at age five, the rate in 1984 was 9.6%
and fell to 1991 8.1%. Speech rates generally increase to their highest at ages six and seven,
however, those rates have been decreasing over time as well (e.g. age 6: 1984 = 15.0% to 1991
= 12.2%). The speech classification rate at each successive age drops off substantially to less
than 1.0% after age 13. These speech rates do not include speech as a related service which has
been increasing at the same time as eligible for speech correction has been decreasing so that the
overall percentage of pupils receiving speech increased over the last six years.

Summary. Different perspectives are illustrated through the four ways of looking at pupils
leaving special education through declassification or leaving education altogether through
graduation, dropping out (or status unknown) or reaching maximum age. Although there are
some problems related to record keeping and consistent reporting, most of the patterns are regular
over the last six years of data on exiting or persistence from age to age or grade to grade.
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NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DIVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

PERCENTAGE OF EXITERS IN EACH CLASSIFICATION BY REASON OF EXIT

CLASSI-
FICATION

GRADUATED

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

REACHED MAXIMUM AGE

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

EMR 73.3% 69.0% 71.6% 68.9% 66.1% 73.4% 1.5% 2.6% 2.2% 2.1% 5.3% 2.5%

TMR 68.1% 77.8% 72.0% 69.4% 62.8% 68.7% 26.9% 14.0% 19.5% 27.6% 35.9% 27.3%

NI 74.5% 71.3% 72.7% 72.3% 81.2% 68.5% 2.0% 0.3% 1.3% 0.8% 1.0% 1.1%

PI 70.0% 70.7% 69.2% 72.8% 75.5% 74.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%

ED 48.2% 51.8% 48.1% 49.9% 51,7% 55.9% 0.6% 0.5% 0.5% 0.4% 0.5% 0.4%

MH 57.3% 61.9% 68.9% 66.9% 70.0% 71.7% 13.6% 10.3% 8.7% 8.7% 8.6% 4.3%

AHHH 83.9% 100.0% 78.7% 86.7% 93.5% 88.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0%

AHD 97.4% 90.0% 82.7% 92.0% 55.4% 70.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 2.7%

OH 85.5% 83.9% 89.1% 88.2% 94.1% 91.5% 0.0% 3.2% 3.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

CI 65.2% 74.1% 77.5% 70.5% 85.2% 80.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

VHPS 80.0% 59.5% 91.3% 77.8% 82.6% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

VHB 77.8% 100.0% 100.0% 100.096 100.096 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

CH 86.7% 100.0% 91.3% 51.7% 84.0% 83.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

SPEECH 81.7% 77.2% 92.3% 82.4% 88.5% 91.2% 0.0% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

SM 31.9% 47.3% 43.3% 61.8% 40.3% 43.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

TOTAL 64.7% 66.7% 65.7% 67.9% 70.9% 69.7% 1.4% 0.9% 0.9% 1.3% 1.3% 1.0%

DROPPED OUT STATUS UNKNOWN

CLASSI-
FICATION 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

OAR 18.2% 22.1% 23.4% 27.2% 25.3% 11.9% 7.1% 6.4% 2.7% 1.8% 3.3% 12.2%

TMR 4.2% 8.1% 5,5% 2.2% 0.0% 2.7% 0.9% 0.0% 3.0% 0.7% 1.3% 1.3%

NI 17.0% 26.5% 21.3% 24.8% 13.9% 24.2% 6.6% 1.9% 4.7% 2.2% 4.0% 6.2%

PI 25.9% 28.1% 26.4% 25.0% 22.0% 19.3% 4.0% 1.1% 4.4% 2.2% 2.5% 6.7%

ED 45.6% 41.3% 45.2% 44.8% 42.1% 35.0% 5.6% 6.4% 6.2% 4.9% 5.7% 8.7%

MH 29.1% 26.0% 15.5% 22.0% 18.6% 22.0% 0.0% 1.8% 6.8% 2.5% 2.9% 1.9%

AHHH 16.1% 0.0% 14.8% 13.3% 0.0% 8.0% 0.0% 0.0% 6.6% 0.0% 6.5% 0.0%

AHD 2.6% 10.0% 17.3% 4.0% 14.6% 27.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0% 0.0% 0.0%

OH 5.3% 12.9% 7.3% 5.9% 0.0% 4.3% 9.2% 0.0% 0.0% 5.9% 5.9% 4.3%

CI 12.5% 25.9% 20.2% 23.0% 14.8% 19.6% 2.3% 0.0% 2.2% 6.6% 0.0% 0.0%

VHPS 20.0% 40.5% 8.7% 22.2% 17.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

VHB 22.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

CH 13.3% 0.0% 8.7% 48.3% 16.0% 17.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

SPEECH 18.3% 16.8% 6.5% 17.6% 3.1% 6.6% 0.0% 5.1% 1.2% 0.0% 8.5% 2.2%

SM 62.5% 42.4% 45.0% 36.3% 56.5% 43.3% 5.6% 10.3% 11.7% 2.0% 3.2% 13.3%

TOTAL 29.2% 29.5% 28.7% 28.1% 24.5% 22.6% 4.6% 2.9% 4.7% 2.7% 3.4% 6.7%

SOURCE: END OF THE YEAR REPORTS

CALCULATED BY DIVIDING THE NUMBER OF PUPILS EXITING FOR EACH REASON
BY THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PUPILS EXITING IN EACH CLASSIFICATION

NOTE: AUTISTIC INCLU')ED WITH NI FOR 1992
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NEW IERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DIVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES EXITING EDUCATION

GRADUATED
CLASSI-

BEACHED MAXIMUM AGE

FICATION 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

EMR 343 347 288 228 162 259 7 13 9 7 13 9
TMR 147 172 144 188 98 103 58 31 39 74 56 41

NI 715 774 768 857 756 740 19 3 14 7 9 12
PI 3015 3851 4478 3786 3789 3743 3 0 0 0 0 6
ED 1093 1304 1163 917 922 1115 13 13 11 7 9 7

NH 126 210 182 218 196 297 30 35 23 28 24 18
AHHH 78 72 48 32 29 44 0 0 0 0 0 2

AHD 38 81 43 46 35 52 o 0 0 0 0 2
OH 65 78.0 49.0 30 32 43 0 3 2 0 0 0

CI 75 43.0 69.0 43 46 82 0 0 0 0 0 0
VHPS 12 22.0 21.0 7 19 22 0 0 0 0 0 0

VHB 7 8.0 11.0 2 4 12 0 0 0 0 0 0
CH 28 53.0 21.0 15 21 39 0 0 0 0 0 0

SPEECH 98 271.0 155.0 56 115 83 0 3 0 0 0 0
SM 69 87.0 52.0 83 25 28 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 5907 7371 7492 6271 8242 6860 130 101 98 123 111 97

DROPPED OUT STATUS UNKNOWN
CLASSI-

FICATION 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

EMR 85 111 94 90 62 42 33 32 11 6 8 43
TMR 9 18 11 6 0 4 2 0 a 2 2 2

NI 163 287 225 225 129 262 63 21 50 20 37 67
PI 1114 1531 1706 1292 1106 975 174 62 284 115 125 337

ED 1035 1039 1094 824 750 697 127 181 150 90 101 174
NH 64 88 41 71 52 91 0 6 18 8 8 8

AHHH 15 0 9 6 0 4 0 0 4 0 2 0
AHD 1 9 9 2 6 20 0 0 0 2 0 0

OH 4 12 4 2 0 2 7 0 0 2 2 2
CI 11 15 18 14 8 20 2 0 2 4 0 0

VHPS 3 15 2 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
VHB 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

CH 4 0 2 14 4 8 o 0 0 0 0 0
SPEECH 22 59 11 12 4 6 0 18 2 0 11 2

SM 135 78 54 37 35 26 12 19 14 2 2 8

TOTAL 2867 3282 3280 2597 2160 2157 420 319 541 251 298 643

TOTAL EXITING PERCENT OF PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES
CLASSI- AGES 16-21 EXITING EDUCATION IN YEARS ENDING:

FICATION 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

EMR 468 503 402 331 245 353 32% 38% 35% 34% 28% 41%
TMR 216 221 200 268 156 150 16% 21% 20% 28% 18% 21%

NI 960 1085 1057 909 931 1081 38% 39% 38% 31% 31% 35%
P1 4306 5444 6468 5173 5020 5061 35% 41% 48% 39% 37% 36%

ED 2268 2517 2418 1838 1782 1993 46% 52% 52% 42% 40% 43%
MH 220 339 264 323 280 414 20% 27% 20% 25% 20% 30%

AHHH 93 72 61 45 31 50
AHD 39 90 52 50 41 74

OH 76 93 55 34 34 47 41% 55% 42% 31% 31% 40%
CI 88 58 89 61 54 102 27% 36% 47% 29% 34% 47%

VHPS 15 37 23 9 23 22
VHB 9 6 11 2 4 12

CH 30 53 23 29 25 47 23% 39% 16% 19% 14% 24%
SPEECH 120 351 188 88 130 91 14% 49% 26% 12% 21% 15%

SM 216 184 120 102 82 80 77% 73% 55% 66% 51% 50%

TOTAL 9124 11053 11411 9242 8818 9557 35% 42% 44% 37% 34% 38%

SOURCES: SPECIAL EDUCATION PLANS AND CALCULATED AS A PERCENTAGE OF PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES, AGES 16 -21
THE END OF THE YEAR REPORTS

NOTE: AUTISTIC INCLUDED WITH NI FOR 1992
NOTE: P2R PUPILS DISTRIBUTED SAME AS RATIO OF CLASSIFICATIONS IN OTHER DISTRICTS
NOTE: AHD WAS INCLUDED WITH AHHH; VHS WAS INCLUDED WITH VHPS IN 1987 AND 1988
NOTE: SOME PERCENTAGES COULD NOT BE RELIABLY CALCULATED

BECAUSE OF INCONSISTENCIES IN REPORTING
BETWEEN THE SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN AND THE END OF THE YEAR REPORT
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

Trends in Referrals, Evaluations, Reevaluations and Declassification

Referrals. Data on referrals, new classifications, reevaluations, and declassifications have been
collected since 1980, and for changed classifications since 1986 (p. 56). The percentage of the
enrollment referred has been decreasing slowly from 3.6% in 1980 to 2.5% in 1991. At the same
time the percent of these enrollments which were classified almost doubled, 43.6% in 1980 to
74.5% in 1991. The percent of the enrollment which is newly classified each year increased
very little from 1.6% in 1980 to 1.9% in 1991, indicating that the disabled enrollment is
becoming stable. These rates suggest that the identification and referral process has become more
efficient with fewer pupils without disabilities being referred for evaluation.

Reevaluations. The number of reevaluations completed increased about four fold since 1980,
from 8,394 to 33,802 in 1991 (p. 56). This is to be expected since the number of classified
pupils has increased and one-third of them must be reevaluated each year. The number of
reevaluations has not yet stabilized and varies considerable from year to year. As the percentage
of pupils with disabilities levels off, so should the number of reevaluations.

Evaluations per CST. The average number of evaluations completed by each child study team
(CST; as represented by the number of psychologists) may be calculated by adding the referrals
and reevaluations and dividing by the number of psychologists (p. 56). This average has beer
somewhat variable between 48 to 66 over the last eleven years.

Changed Classifications. The number of pupils whose classification changed as a result of
reevaluation has remained fairly stable at around 3,800 since 1986 when they were first reported,
however there has been a gradual increase in numbers over the last four years (p. 56). This
number represented as a percentage of reevaluations, however, has been variable indicating some
problems with reporting in the initial years. For the last three years, the percent of reevaluations
resulting in a changed classification was between 12% and 18%.

Initial Classifications. The pattern of new classifications presages the overall pattern of
classifications (p. 57). When the numbers of newly classified pupils by each classification are
divided by the enrollment, the trends may be tracked since 1980. For example, the percent of
newly classified EMR pupils dropped from .07% of the enrollment in 1980 to .01% in 1991. The
TMR, NI, ED and MH rates stayed about the same. The newly classified PI rate, however
increased from .79% of the enrollment in 1980 to .97% in 1991. The preschool rate increased
from its initiation to .34% of the enrollment in 1991. Newly classified SM pupils are decreasing
substantially as a percentage of enrollment. Overall, the percent of newly classified pupils of the
enrollment gradually increased from 1.56% in 1980 to 1.86% in 1991. This figure is expected
to level off just as the total percentage of classified pupils is leveling off. Although there are
differences among the percentages of newly classified pupils among the classifications, the overall
newly classified rate shows signs of leveling off.
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New Jersey State Department of Education
Division of Special Education

GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS

Classifications

EDT eligible for day training (severely/profoundly MR)
EMR educable mentally retarded
TMR trainable mentally retarded
AH-HH auditorily handicapped - hard of hearing
AH-D auditorily handicapped - deaf
D-B deaf-blind
VH-PS visually handicapped - partially sighted
VH-B visually handicapped - blind
CH communication handicapped
SPEECH eligible for speech language services
ED emotionally disturbed
OH orthopedically handicapped
NI neurologically impaired
PI perceptually impaired
CI chronically ill
MH multiply handicapped
SM socially maladjusted
PRE, PH preschool handicapped
AUT autistic
P2R (FT, PT, RE) Plan to Revise Special Education includes eligible for

full-time (F!) special education, eligible for part-time (PT)
special education, and eligible for related services (RS)

Chapter 207

Res. Fac. for Retarded Residential facilities for the retarded
Day Trng. Centers - Day Training Centers
Res. Yth. Centers - Residential Youth Centers
Trng. Sch. or Corr. Facilities - Training School or Correctional Facilities
C. Trt. Ctr. or Psy. Hosp. - Children's Treatment Centers or Psychiatric Hospital

Ethnic\Groups

Am. Ind. /Allen. Natv. - American Indian or Alaskan Native
Asian or Pac. Isl. - Asian or Pacific Islander

Other

F.T.E. Full Time Equivalent
LEA Local Education Agency
CST - Child Study Team

58
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CODE
COLEA CO. DISTRICT

NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARMIENT OF EDUCATION
DNISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

DISTRICT CLASSFICATION RATES

1980 1000 1901 1089 1900 1901 1989 1990 1901

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL SPEECH SPEECH SPEECH CST CST CST COMM.GRADE

ENROLL ENROLL ENROLL RATE RATE RATE RATE RATE RATE OFG SPG TYPE PLAN REG.

070800
070810
070880
070040
071255
071720
071770
071780
071880
071800
071900
072130
072540
072560
072670
072810
072800
073110
073420
073770
074060
074110
074500
074790
075035
075080
075400
075500
075820
075200
000170
090710
090730
091080
092820
092840
093130
023680
093780
094700
095000
095340
095610
095700
095790
maw
095840
110540
110950
110045
110997
111020
111120
111460
111820
112270
112570
113050
113230
114750
115070
115300
115390
130250
130410
130860
130700
131210
131300
131400
131465
131750
132320
132730
133190
133310

CAM
CAM
CAM
CAM
CAM
CAM
CAM
CAM
CAM

CHERRY FULL
SHESILHURST
CLEMENTON
COLLINGSWOOD
E. CAMDEN CO. REG.
GISBSBORO
GLOUCESTER CITY
GLOUCESTER TWP
HADDON HEIGHTS

0854.0
175.0
500.0

2013.0
1472.0
308.0

2161.0
6948.0

862.0

9867.0
151.0
500.0

2119.0
1493.0
303.0

2148.0
7126.0

830.0

0854.0
183.0
534.0

2145.0
1529.0
317.0

2282.0
7202.0

800.0

2.4
7.4
8.4
5.5
0.1
9.4
2.0
4.9
4.5

2.4
70
8.3
5.9
0.0
8.3
4.8
3.3
42

2.5
3.7
7.9
4.5
0.0
7.9
6.2
4.4
4.7

8.5
15.4
12.4
11.4
7.1

11.7
13.1
8.7

10.9

8.5
152
11.7
11.6
7.0

14.9
13.2

8.8
13.1

8.5
15.3
12.4
12.2

6.6
14.8
13.0
8.4

13.7

9
1

2
8
8
5
1

5
7

I

S
I

4
8
2
2
0
5
2
5
2

02
10
09
02
03
07
01

05
02

S
S
S
S
S
S
S
S

CAM HADDON TWP 1989.0 2042.0 2040.0 1.6 1.1 1.1 8.3 8.4 9.3 6 2 02 S

CAM HADDONFIELD 1646.0 1657.0 1679.0 3.0 4.5 3.0 7.8 8.1 7.9 10 I 2 02 S

CAM HI NELLA 94.0 107.0 117.0 3.2 3.7 3.4 10.6 13.1 12.0 N 00 S

CAM LAUREL SPRINGS 322.0 313.0 329.0 50 3.8 8.7 11.5 9.9 112 5 4 09 S

CAM LAWNSIDE 434.0 424.0 434.0 3.7 0.0 3.9 14.1 12.3 13.1 2 4 07 S

CAM LINDENWOLD 1307.0 1317.0 1381.0 9.6 9.3 8.1 12.7 13.1 14.3 4 4 10 S

CAM L. CAMDEN CC. REG. 4750.0 4782.5 4027.5 0.3 0.3 02 15.1 15.0 15.0 3 0 04 S

CAM MAGNOLIA 473.0 471.0 453.0 5.3 4.5 5.5 14.2 16.8 20.1 4 2 07 S

CAM MERCHANTVILLE 425.0 480.0 487.0 7.3 8.8 7.6 9.0 9.6 11.5 8 2 07 S

CAM MOUNT EPHRAIM 503.0 534.0 558.0 3.6 3.6 4.7 13.1 13.7 14.0 2 4 07 S

CAM OAKLYN 483.0 528.0 519.0 52 5.3 5.4 8.3 9.7 9.8 5 2 12 S

CAM PENNSAUKEN 4841.0 4987.0 5071.0 5.3 4.4 3.9 12.6 12.5 13.2 4 2 01 S

CAM PINE HILL 842.0 802.0 888.0 62 5.8 5.7 18.4 18.2 17.7 2 5 09 S

CAM RUNNEMEDE 833.0 888.0 876.0 10.1 8.4 9.4 12.0 11.2 11.5 3 4 07 S

CAM SOMERDALE 428.0 432.0 445.0 5.8 5.1 7.0 18.0 19.2 18.0 4 2 05 S

CAM STERLING REG 667.0 860.0 668.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 7.6 9.4 10.8 5 2 03 S

CAM STRATFORD 728.0 762.0 754.0 6.3 6.7 6.2 9.1 8.7 9.7 5 4 07 S

CAM VOORHEES TWP 2760.0 2915.0 2984.0 4.8 3.0 4.1 7.6 7.3 7.6 9 5 07 S

CAM WATERFORD TWP. 1148.0 1170.0 1160.0 62 5.0 4.9 11.1 10.9 12.7 4 8 09 S

CAM WINSLOW TWP 3047.0 3204.0 3089.0 5.8 3.3 3.8 14.3 15.3 14.5 3 6 09 S

CAM WOODLYNNE 483.0 406 0 407.0 4.8 52 32 16.8 16.1 18.1 2 2 05 S

CAP AVALON 144.0 1,15.5 141.0 5.6 6.9 3.5 3.5 3.4 5.7 6 4 13 S

CAP CAPE MAY CITY 275.0 255.0 264.0 8.0 102 7.6 8.4 11.8 9.5 4 1 00 S

CAP CAPE MAY POINT 8.0 8.0 0.0 0.0 12.5 10.7 N 00 S

CAP DENNIS TWP 907.5 909.5 000.0 3.3 3.5 3.0 14.4 14.7 14.1 1 6 07 S

CAP L. CAPE MAY REG. 1425.5 1470.5 1452.5 0.8 0.5 0.1 18.6 18.6 18.9 1 0 04 S

CAP LOWER TWP 1731.0 1700.0 1860.0 4.7 5.1 5.7 110 12.7 12.8 1 5 09 S

CAP MIDDLE TWP 2100.0 2110.5 2247.5 2.0 2.1 2.0 14.7 14.0 13.8 1 8 02 S

CAP NORTH WILDWOOO 503.5 513.5 532.0 3.6 5.6 7.7 20.3 22.0 23.5 1 4 07 S

CAP OCEAN CITY 1638.5 1668.5 1733.0 3.0 3.5 3.3 12.5 11.8 11.9 0 P 4 02 S

CAP SEA ISLE CITY 205.5 265.5 269.0 5.1 7.5 7.4 142 182 16.7 4 4 07 S

CAP STONE HARBOR 79.0 713.0 80.0 0.0 8.8 12.5 7.6 7.9 8.3 5 4 07 S

CAP UPPER TWP 2005.0 2040.5 2157.5 3.8 4.1 4.9 10.3 11.5 12.6 5 8 07 S

CAP WEST CAPE MAY 55.0 66.0 64.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.3 9.1 5.8 1 4 09 S

CAP WEST WILDWOOD 37.5 43.0 0.0 0.0 5.3 4.7 N 00 S

CAP WILDWOOD CITY 723.5 743.5 731.5 2.9 52 40 17.0 20.0 20.1 1 1 02 S

CAP WILDWOOD CREST 470.0 420.5 413.5 10.0 8.3 5.1 10.9 10.9 12.3 2 4 07 S

CAP WOODBINE 377.0 352.0 379.0 2.1 3.7 3.7 28.3 29.8 28.0 1 7 07 S

CUM BRIDGETON 3811.0 3790.0 3847.5 3.0 3.3 2.5 1.0 12.2 2.5 1 S 1 01 S

CUM COMMERCIAL TWP 994.5 1031.0 1027.0 52 6.9 6.1 18.1 17.1 172 1 8 07 S

CUM CUMB. CO. VOC. 312.0 260.5 328.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.0 13.8 21.9 V 9 14 S

CUM CUMB. REG. 1282.0 1176.5 1216.5 0.0 0.1 0.1 11.1 13.0 13.6 1 0 03 S

CUM DEERFIELD TWP 378.0 300.0 386.0 9.0 7.0 7.0 112 14.1 132 1 6 07 S

CUM DOWNE TWP 291.5 274.5 290.5 4.1 4.4 52 27.8 27.7 22.4 1 15 07 S

CUM FAIRFIELD TWP 831.0 786.0 755.0 42 4.6 4.8 14.7 14.1 15.0 1 6 05 S

CUM GREENWICH TWP 81.0 87.0 85.0 3.7 5.7 82 12.3 12.6 20.0 2 6 07 S

CUM HOPEWELL TWP 506.0 527.0 508.0 3.6 3.6 5.3 14.8 16.3 18.7 3 6 07 S

CUM LAWRENCE TWP 483.0 471.0 473.5 6.4 8.1 72 17.8 20.4 22.0 1 6 07 S

CUM MAURCE RN. TWP. 684.0 865.5 668.5 8.4 72 5.5 17.3 16.4 14.4 1 6 07 S

CUM MILLVILLE 4792.5 4792.0 4848.0 4.2 3.4 4.1 12.0 11.9 11.8 2 S 7 01 S

CUM SHILOH 57.0 53.0 82.0 19.3 132 9.7 10.5 15.1 12.9 3 7 07 S

CUM STOW CREEK 175.0 179.0 174,0 7.4 5.0 4.0 10.9 11.7 12.1 3 15 07 S

CUM UPPER DEERFIELD 600.0 978.0 958.0 52 4.3 3.9 11.7 12.0 12.4 2 6 07 S

CUM VINELAND 9099.0 8839.5 9045.5 42 2.9 3.0 12.1 13.8 13.4 2 S 1 01

ESS BELLEVILLE 3684.5 3673.5 3779.5 3.5 3.5 42 10.1 11.4 11.4 4 2 02

ESS BLOOMFIELD 4696.0 4773.0 4800.0 3.5 3.0 3.1 10.3 10.1 10.8 6 2 02 N

ESS CALD.-W.CALDWELL 2113.0 2131.0 2140.0 3.5 2.9 3.5 7.9 8.0 7.0 9 4 02 N

ESS CEDAR GROVE 1240.0 1228.0 1225.0 3.9 2.4 2.1 10.8 12.1 11.4 9 4 02 N

ESS EAST ORANGE 11619.0 12158.0 12148.5 2.3 1.0 1.7 8.3 8.1 8.8 1 IS 1 02 N

ESS ESSEX CO VOC 2013.5 2085.5 2198.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 100 10.3 10.2 V 9 03 N

ESS ESSEX FELLS 140.0 142.0 142.0 0.0 8.5 7.7 2.1 5.8 5.6 10 4 09 N

ESS FAIRFIELD 622.0 588.0 584.0 8.0 6.3 8.9 9.5 9.5 10.6 7 4 CO N

ESS GLEN RIDGE 1128.0 1123.5 1146.0 4.7 4.1 3.7 7.9 13.8 9.4 10 2 01 N

ESS IRVINGTON 8685.0 9211.0 9796.0 4.1 3.7 3.4 9.1 9.5 8.9 2 S 1 02 N

ESS LIVINGSTON 3938.0 3802.5 3909.5 3.4 33 3.0 7.4 82 82 10 4 02 N

ESS MIU_BURN 2252.0 2334.0 2373.0 2.0 2.1 1.3 132 6.9 6.6 10 4 02 N

ESS MONTCLAIR 5297.5 5487.0 5723.5 2.0 2.4 2.0 11.3 10.8 10.6 9 1 01

SOURCE: Spool& Ed. Plan minus nonpubib pupils. SPG:1.1cdusion; P-P2R; S.49ocial N..
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