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DIFFERING VALUES OF AT-RIék MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
INTRODUCTION
Virtually every school system in the Nation faces the
growing problem of "at-risk" students, youngsters unable to
succeed academically who 'drop out" of school, sharply
reducing their opportunities for personal fulfillment and
economic success. Over the last decade, a few school systems
have experimented with programs to motivate "at-risk" students
which focus attention on students' personal beliefs, values,
attitudes and their "sense of se f-worth."
One of the largest school systems in Maryland recently
initiated a pilot program to provide a "safety net" for "at-

risk" students to encourage--and enable-—-them to stay in

school ‘which included aspects of values education and-

improving students' self-esteem.

In the study reported today, the personal value systems
of 98 Seventh and Eighth Grade students, identified by their
teachers as "at-risk" in one Maryland public middle schools,
were examined to determine if there were differences in the
value orientations (personal beliefs and attitudes) of (1)
males and females; (2) minority and non-minority students, and
(3) Asian and Black students.

The students chose 1 of 3 solutions to a 20-item survey
which presented situations in the areas of time mgnagement,
attitudes toward nature, and relapionships with family and the

community and choice of activities.

-
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Values clarification programs and the school’s
responsibility in building students’ self-esteem received
much attention in the 60's through the work of Simon and

Glasser, among others. In Control Theory in the Classroom

(1986), Glasser contends that students must believe a proposed
action or activity will help them satisfy a current need..
Thus, the most effective teaching and challenging curriculum
cannot motivate students whose attitude/values systems reject
"school learning" as not meeting their current--or future--
goals,

Little research was reported in the 70's on personal
values and student achievement. Balmer’s (1971) study cf 376
elemenﬁary pupils in the Syracuse, New York, schools, found
that socioeconomic class significantly affected the value
systems of black children from-middle- and lower-socioeconomic
backgrounds more than white children of similar backgrounds.
Race was less significant than socioeconomic class.

For the next three decades, America's public schools
struggled to teach children recently immigrated to the United
States, pupils unable to speak English, representing a
diversity of cultures. Academic achievement declined in many
schools, and students’ personal value systems and sense of
self-esteem received little attention as the schools’ tried to

maintain~-and raise--academic standards.

Differing Values of "at-Risk" Middle School Students
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Venturini's (1988) survey into the causes of gschool
vandalism found distinct differences between students who
vandalized schools and those who did not. The 300 students

sampled responded to items regarding their personal feelings,

home/family relationships and attitudes toward school and

their community.

Strodl (1988) concluded from his study of 804 students in
five multiethnic urban middle schools in New York State that
students from different ethnic backgrounds responded
differently to a mutually experienced school environment.
Using the Eleme and a viro Index, a

companion to the Organizational Climate Index, each school's

population was grouped as Black, White, Hispanic, Oriental,:

and Other or Multiethnic. Analyses of statistical data
included among the findings: (1) students’ ethnicity and
socioeconomic status were more important in determining
differences in perception than was ability; (2) social issues
were not separated from academic issues and teachers. in the
students’ minds; (3) Black and White students differed most in
their motivation and interests; and (4) Hispanic students had
totally different perceptions from Black and White classmates.

Frymeier and Gansneder (1989) conducted a comprehensive
study of 5,400 seriously "at-risk" students to jdentify the
strategies used by schools to help these students remain in
school. Placing "at-risk" students in small classes,
providing individual tutoring,. or scheduling frequent

Differing Values of "At-Risk" Middle School Students
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conferences with - parents, the three most frequently used

approaches reported, had not proved effective, according to

the researchers.

Aboug's (1991) research on improving attendance,
discipline, academic achievement and attitudes of 25 "at-risk"
urban middle school students involved a mentorship between
teachers and students. Results showed significant improvement
in attitudes toward school as well as improving attendance,
increasing achievement, and reducing misbehavior.

Despipe the dearth of research on the impact of students'’
personal value and belief system on academic achievement,
there are indications that such belief systems can negatively,
or positively, affect the students' perception of their own
academic abilities and the importance of education in their
lives. |

METHODOLOGY

The 98 "at-risk” students in our study attended a middle
school of 760 pupils, located in a densely populated suburban
community in southwest Baltimore County, one of the largest
counties in Maryland, at the edge of Baltimore City, primarily
suburban, residential, of managerial and professional
residents.

As part of the middle school curriculum, all pupils
studied personal values and ethical behavior, using guidelines

outlined in 1984 and Beyond: A Reaffirmation of Values

Differing Values of "At-Risk" Middle School Students
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As part of the middle school curriculum, all pupils
studied personal values and ethical behavior, using guidelines

outlined in 1984 and Beyond: A Reaffirmation of Values

prepared for teachers' use by the Baltimore County School
Board.

The sample, randomly selected within the racial mix of
the school, volunteered to complete an adapted version of the
"The Harvard Instrument, the survey used by Balmer in 1971,
after the purpose of the study had been explained to them and
their anonymity was assured. The researcher read the items to
avert possible reading problems for . students, who were

encouraged to ask for clarification on any of the vocgbulary.

Of the 44 males and 54 females, 52 were from Grade 7 and.

46 from Grade 8. There were 52 white students and 46 minority
students, 31 were Black, 15, Asian.

The 98 student-volunteers indicated their personal choice
from three possible solutions for a variety of situations in
the areas of Use of Time, Control of Nature, Relations with
Family/Community and Choice of Activities.

Specifically, the following hypotheses were tested:
there is no difference in the value orientations of (a) male
and female students; (b) minority and non-minority students;
(c) Asian and Black students.

The original questionnaire contained 22 items in four
areas: Use of Time, Control of Nature, Community/Family
Relations, and Choice of Activity. Two items—-one dealing

Differing Values of "At-Risk"” Middle School Students
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with God and the other with growing plants--were omitted at
the request of the school system’'s Director of Research and
the principal of the middle school. The item related to God
was not used to avoid the ©possibility of religious
controversy, and it was felt that the students lacked the
background to respond to the item regarding growing plants.

The chi-square test at the .05 level of significance,
used by Balmer in his 1971 study, was used to analyze the
data.

FINDINGS

Anzly=is by Gender

In responding to the four questions on Use of time,
Table 1, the majority of males and females favored the

Present-time orientation," described by Balmer (1971) as an

attitude in which "traditions are important: focus on

flexibility in every-day life," as their first choice. The

Future-time orientation, where traditions are unimportant;

emphasis is on new things, was the group's second choice,

There were no statistically significant differences between
the two groups on any of the items in this category (Table 5).

A very small percentage chose the Past, or Traditional,

orientation, an attitude in which traditional ways are best:

change is not desirable for Use of time and the other .three

areas.
Significant differences at the .05 level occurred between
males and females in the areas of Community/Family Relations,

Differing Values of "At-Risk" Middle School Students
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and Choice of Activity (Tables 3, 4, 5), but no significant

differences occurred between boys and girls on the three items
dealLing with the ability to control life, geath...and the

weather.

Analysis by Race--Minority and Non-minority

- When the sample was analyzed by minority and non-minority
groups, significant differences occurred in three of the four

categories, Use of Time, Control of Nature and

Community/Family Relations (Tables 6, 7, 8). significant

differences between minority and non-minority students
resulted for the Use-of-Time item, "What will your life be
like in the future?" (Table 6); the level of significance
reached .009.

Significant.differences between minority and non-minority

students occurred on two questions in the Control of Nature

category: 'How much contrcl does man have over how long he

lives?," and "How would you get help after the loss of a job?"
(Tables 10},

Analysis by Race--Asian and Black

When Asian and Black students' responses were analyzed,

no significant differences resulted for any of the five items

in the Choice-of-Activity items, but significant difference,

reaching the .009 level, occurred in the Use-of ~Time item,
"what do you think your future will be like?." Even greater
differences were found between Asian and Black students on the
item, "How much control does man have over how long he lives?"

Differing Values of "At-Risk" Middle School Students
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- in the Control of Nature category, significance reached .005.

The same level of significance was reached for the question,
"How would you get help after the loss of a job?" from the

Community/Family Relations category.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions

The frequent choice of the "Present" orientation
(Traditions are important; focus on flexibility in everyday

life) by the adolescents for the Use-of-Time items should not

be surprising. Teenagers' lives are often strongly influenced
by their peers’ 'mores, and most are usually eager to
experiment and make choices in every facet of their lives.
They recognize dependence on their parents and still accept’
the religious and familial rituals. Yet, they are seeking new
ways and to change the familiar patterns around them,

Even in their short lives, they realistically accept
their lack of control over life, death, losing jobs, or
changing the weather.

From the three options on issues dealing with family and
community problems (relying on self, sharing problem with
others, or transferring responsibility to an elder), most
adolescent males in the sample indicated they would solve
their own problems and make their own decisions. This may be
an reflection of their need to be independent, in control of
their lives. The females preferred sharing responsibility
when solving problems or making choices, which may indicate

Differing Values of "At-Risk" Middle School Students
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their willihgness to be "team-players,” to cooperate, filling
a less dominant role in a relationship.

Some of the responses of both male and female could be
interpreted as fulfilling their gsex-role stereotypes. Males
valued working hard for future gain, while the females
indicated that "enjoying life" was of greatest importance.

The value orientations of minority and nonminority
students in the sample showed more similarities than
differences; a similar conclusion was reported by Balmer over
twenty years ago.

Recommendations

Teachers and school counselors should be aware that the
values held by today's adolescents may be far different from‘
those they held as adolescents--and currently hold. It is
quite possible that the teenagers' personal beliefs may even
hinder their academic success. If the present curriculum is
seen by some students as unrelated to their current goals; if
the teachers, counselors and school administrators are
perceived as lacking in understanding of their students’
cul ture and aspirations, effective learning in the classroom
is at peril.

The changing demographics in our schools are already
affecting the ability of teachers to understand and meet their
students’ needs. Minority students rarely are taught by
minority teachers, who could provide good role models for

them. The teaching profession is.attracting fewer blacks and

Differing Values of "At-Risk" Middlé School Students
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other minorities to .its ranks; fewer- white males choose
teaching as a career. The percentage of males--white, black
and other minorities~-who begin teaching careers and leave the
classroom, usually within five years, is much greater than for
females. Thus, the increasing number of minority children may
never be taught by an a member of their own race, who would be
more understanding of the pupils’ culture and belief systems.
The teachers presently in our classrooms--and those who will
enter the profession in the future--must understand and accept
the cultural values and personal beliefs of their students if
they are to prepare them with the knowledge they will need to
live a productive life.

Curriculum that enables students to make choices of
- eclassroom activities and relate in-school learning tp
students' future choices may succeed in halting the alarming
nunber of "at-risk" students who "drop out" of our schools
every ;ear. Research m@st continue to address this crucial

issue.

Differing Values of "at-Risk" Middle School Students
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APPENDIX A

TABLES 1 - 15
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Table 5
Chi-Square Analyses of Student Value Choices

by Gender, (N = 98)

Question _ ~Chi-Square Value

Use-of-Time
3. How should children be raised? .13540

5. What do you think your future 2.28204
will be like?

9. What can be expected for the

quality of 1life in the 2.10850
future?
12. Should religious ceremonies 4,31466

stay the same?

S - ~ 18. How should money for school ] 1.59103
supplies be divicled? ' '

Control-of-Nature

L. How much control does a boy
have over the life/death of .35296
his pets?

11. How much control does man .54055
have over the weather?

17. How much control does man . 99940
have over how long he lives?

Community/Family-Relations

2. How should a community plan

where a school will be 5.6708%
constructed?
6. How would you get help after the 2.36389

lossg of a job?

& gignificant at the .05 level.
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Table 5 concluded

Question

Chi-Square Value

Community/Family-Relations

7.

14.

15:

What is the best way for an
extended family to work
together?

. How should a delegate Dbe chosen?

. How would responsibility be

divided if you were setting up
your own business?

How should an inherited store
be run by a family?

How should inherited property
be divided or managed?

Choice-of-Activity

1.
13.
16.

19.

20.

What type of teacher would you
prefer?

What is the best way for a boy
to live his life?

How should a person who works
for himself organize his
1ife/business?

What would be the best way for a
girl to live her life?

What would be the best way for a
boy to spend his free time?

.03953
12.27759°

52581

2.91559

.70605

3.587082

2.39319

.29145
L. 33856°

. 02517

& significant at the .05 level.
b §ignificant at the .002 level.

¢ Significant at the .03 level.

(VD)
(g}
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- Table 10

Chi-Square Analyses of Student Value Choices
by Race, Minority and Non-Minority, (N = 98)

Question

Chi-Square Value

Use-of-Time

3. How should children be raised? 9.04314
5. What do you think your future a
will be like? 17.02598
9. What can be expected for the
quality of life in the future? 3.91374
12. Should religious ceremonies ‘
stay the same? 6.97921
18. How should money for school
supplies be divided? 7.99333
Control-of-Nature
4, How much control does man
have over the life/death of 9.52329
his pets?
11. How much control does man have L
over the weather? H 77610
17. How much control does man have b
over how long he lives? 16.39066
Community/Family-Relations
2. How should a community plan where, 2.40581
a school will be constructed? )
6. How would you get help after the 18.63868°
loss of a job?
4 gignificant at the .009 level.
o Significant at the .01 level.
C gignificant at the .00 level.
29




| Table 10 concluded

Question Chi-Square Value

Community/Family-Relations

7. What is the best way for an

extended family to work - 12.38876%
together?
8. How should a delegate be chosen? 7.56465

10. How would responsibility be
divided if you were setting 10.40483
up your own business?

14. How should an inherited store 10.29471
be run by a family?

15. How should inherited property be L,39278
divided or managed? :

Choice-of-Activity

1. What type of teacher would you 6.67179
prefer?
13. What is the best way for a boy ' 2.25774

to live his life?

16. How should a person who works for

himself organize his life/ 5.36249
business?
19. What would be the best way for a
girl to live her life? 4. 900k1
20. What would be the best way for a 2.41757

boy to spend his free time ?

d gignificant at the .05 level.
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Table 15

Chi-Square Analvses of Student Value Choices
by Race, Asian and Black, (N = 98)

Question Chi-Square Value

Use-of-Time
3. How should children be raised? 9.04314

5. What do you think your future 17.02598%
will be 1like?

9. What can be expected for the 3.91374
quality of life in the future?

12. Should religious ceremonies 6.97921
stay the same?

18. How should money for school 7.99333
supplies be divided?

Control-of-Nature

L. How much control does man
have over the life/death of 9.52329
his pets?

11. How much control does man have L,77640
over the weather?

17. How much control does man have 16.39066b
over how long he lives?

Community/Family-Relations

2. How should a community plan where 2.40581
a school will be constructed? )

6. How would you get help after the 18.63868°
loss of a job?

2 gignificant at the .009 level.
® Significant at the .01 level.

C Significant at the .004 level.
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Table 15 concluded

Question : Chi-Square Value

Community/Famiiy—Relations

7. What is the best way for an

extended family to work ) 12.38876d
together?
8. How should a delegate be chosen? 7.56U65

10. How would responsibility be
divided if you were setting up 10.40483
your own business?

14. How should an inherited store 10.29471
be run by a family?

15. How should inherited property be L.,39278
divided or managed?

Choice-of-Activity

1. Wret type of teacher would you 6.67179
prefer?

13. What is the best way for a boy
to live his 1life? 2.25774

16. How should a person who works for

himself organize his 1ife/ 5.36249
business? ,
19. What would be the best way for a 4.90041

girl to live her life?

20. What would be the best way for a 2. 41757
boy to spend his free time? )

a Significance at the .05 level.
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APPENDIX B

THE HARVARD INSTRUMENT ( ADAPTATION)

Differing Values of "At-Risk" Middle
(M. Kiley, K. King)

6o

School Students

40




Appendix B
The Harvard Instrument

Teacher choice

1) A pupil had a chance to choose the teacher he would
have in his next grade. The two teachers were
different: listen to what they were like and say
which you think would be the best one.

A) One teacher was a fair enough person, and he
gave samewhat higher grades than most teachers
but he. was the kind of teacher who insisted
that the students worlk hard. He did not like
it at all when.a pupil sometimes .just knocked
off schoal for a while to viatch television or
have a day o two of fun. He thought it was
right to have the student make up all the work
that he had missed.

E) The other gave just average marks but he was
not so firm. He understood that children
would sometimes just not turn upi would be out
having a littlte fun for a day or two. Uhen his
students did this he would take them back with-
out havina them make up the work they had
missed.

(Fart one)

1) Which of these teachers do you believe that
it would be better to be taught by in most
cases:

Gehonl Construction rRelational Item R 1

When a community has to make arranaements for building
a school there are three different ways they can decide
tm arrange thirmrgs like where it is teo be built and who
is gming to build it.

&) There are some communities where it is mainly the
older or recognized leaders of the important
famil ies who decide the plans. Evervone usually
accepts what they say without much discussion since
they are the ones who are used to decidinag such
things and are the ones who have had the most ex-—
perience.

) There are some communities where most people in a
aroup have a part in making the plans. Lots of

64
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2. concluded

different people tall, but nothing ig done until
almost everyone comas to agree as to what is best
to be done.

() fhere are some communities where everyone holds to
his own opinion and they decide tha matter by vote.
They do what the largest number want even though
there are still a very great many people who dis—

agree and obhject to the action.

1) Which way do vou think is usually pest in such
cases’?




3.

Child Training

Somr prople were tallking about the way children should

be brouaht up. Here are three different ldeas.

A. Some people say that children should always be
taught well the traditions of the past (the ways
of the old people). They believe the old ways
are best, and that it is when children do not
follow them enough that things go wrong.

E.. Some people say that children should be tauaht
some of the old traditions (ways of the old
people) but it is wrong to insist that they stick
to these ways. These people bel ieve that it is
necessary for children always to learn about and
take on vihatever of the new wWays will best help
them aet alona in the world of today.

C. Some people do not be] ieve children should be
taught much about past trraditions (the ways of the
old people) at all ecept as an interesting story
of what has qgone before. These people believe
that the world goes along best when children are
tauaht the things that will make them want to find
out for themselves new ways of doing things to re-
place the old.

1) vhich of these people had the best idea about
how children should be tauaht?

One time a boy had many dogs as pets. Most of them
died off in different ways. Feople talked about this
in different ways.

. Some people said you just can’t blame a boy when
thinas l1ike this happen. There are so many things
that can and do happen and a boy can do almost
nothing to prevent such losses when they come. We
all have to learn to take the bad with the good.

E. Some people said that it was probably the boy’s
own fault that he lost so many. He probably
didn’t use his head to prevent the losses. They
said it is usually the case that men who keep up
on new ways of doing thinas, and really set them-—-
celves to it, almost always find a way to keep out
of such trouble.

. Some people said that it was probably because the

bov had not l1ived his life right - had not done

things in the right way to keep harmony between

ifs
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Lypectations MAhout Chanae

Three young people were talking about what they
thought their families would have one day as com-—
pared with their fathers and mothers. They each
said different things.

The first said: [ expect my family to be
better off in the future than the family of
my father and mother or relatives if I work
hard and plan right. Things in this country
usually get better for people who really try.

The second one said: 1 don’t know if I will

be better off, the same, or worse off than the
family of my father and mother or relatives.
Things always 90 up and down even if people wori:
hard. So one can never really tell how things
will be.

lhe third one said: [ expect my family to be
about the same as the family of my father and
mother or relatives. The best way is to work
hard and plan ways to keep up things as they
have been in the past. : s

1) Which of these people do vou think had the best
idea?

6 t;v
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6. Meip in Misfortune

A man had lwst his Jjob. He and his family had to
. have help from someone if they were aoing to et

_throush the winter. There arsa different ways of

gettina help. Wwhich of these three wavs would be

best?

tould it be best if he depended mostly on
hiz brothers and sisters or other relatives
all to help him out as much as each one could?

Would it be best for him to try to raise the
money on hiis own outside his own people from
pecople who are meither relatives nor emplayers?

vlould it be best for him to go to a boss or to
an older important relative who is used to
managing things in his group and ask: him to
help out until thinas aet better?

1) Which way of getting help do you think would
usually he best? .

7. FFemily Work ftelations

1‘m woina to Lell you ahout three different wavs
families can arrange worl: . These families are
related and thev live close together.

In some groups it is usually expected that each

of the separate families (by which we mean Just

thusband, wife and children) will look after its

own business separate from all others and not be
responzible for the others.

ln sacine groups it is usually expected that the
close relatives in the families will work together
and tatllk overr amona thenselves the way to take
care of whatever problems come up . UWhen a boss is
needed they usually aet one person, nhot
necessarily the oldest able person to manage
thinas.

In some groups 1L 1S neually expected that the
families which At e closely related to pwach other
will work together and have the oldest able person
be responsible for and talke charge of most

important things.

1) which of these wAays do vou think is usually .-
best in most cases? -
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fhoice of Lipl eante

A class like yours is to send a delegate — &
representative - to a meetinag away from here

(this can be any sort of meeting) . How will this
deleaate be chosen?

[ it best thabt a meeting be called and every-
one discuss thinas until almost everyone aarees
=n that when 2 vote is taken almost all people
wouwld he aaread on the same person?

[z it best Lhat the older, smarter, nore important
=tudant 1eade2rs take the main responsibility for
gdocidina who ashould represent the class since they
are the ones who have had the lona erperience in

-

=uch mathers:

(s it best thab a meeting be called, names be put
wp . & vote taken, Lthen cend the student who acts
the magority of votes even [f theres are many
people who are =ill aaainst this student?

|3 Which of these ways of choosing is usually best
in casez like this? ' -

)
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9. Fhilosaphy o Lite

'zople afkten have very different ideas about what has

aone

Wavs

[ERICI0PY AVAILABLE

baiore and what we can expect in life. Here are
af thimking about these things.

wome people believe it best to aive most attention
Fa what is happening now in the present. They say
that the pask has qone and the future is much too
uncertain cto count on.  Things do chage, but it is
sometimes ftor the better and sometimes for the
worse, so in the long run it is about the same.
These paople believe the best way to live iz to
keep thosa of the old ways that one can -~ or that
ore likes - but to be ready to accept the new ways
which will help to make life easier and better as
we live {rom year Lo vear.

Some people think that the ways of the past .(ways
ot the nld people ot traditional ways) were the
most right and the best, and as changes came
thinas ant worse. These pecplie think the best way
to live is to work hard to leep up the old ways
ard trv tao bring them back when they are lost.

Same people believe.that it is almost always'the

waves of the future — the ways which are still to
come — which will be best, and they say that even

thouah there are somelimes zmall set back, change
birings inprovements in the long +run. These people
think the nhest way to live is to look a long time
ahmad . work hard, and give up many things now s0
thakt the future will be better.

1) Whickh of these ways of locking at life do you
think 13 best?

10. Waam Worlk

One wav is working on one’s own As an individual .
ln this case a man is pretty much his own boss.
e decided moet things himself. and how he gets
along is his own business. He only has to take
-are of himself and he doesn’t euxpect others to
100k ouk for him.

Jne way iz working in a group where all the men
work toasther without there being one main boss.
Every man has something to gay in the decisions
that are made and all the men can count on each
other.

Jne way iz working for an owner, & thig boss, or
a man who lias been prning thinas for A tona time.
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10.

coneluded

In this c
how the business will be run,
depend on the boss to help them out

ame the men do not take part in deciding
but they know they

can in many

VIAYVDS .

1) Which of these is usually best for a man who
does not hire others?

a8
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1.

Fiel it in Conbtraol

Thirae men from Adifferent areas were tallking about
tha thinas that canbrol the weather and other
canditions. tire is what they aach said,

Ore marn said: "My people have never controlled
the rain, wind and other matural conditions and
probhatil v frev a2 will . There have alwavs been good
smars and bad years. That is the way it is and if
vOou are wise, Vou will take it as it comes and do
the Dbosbk yol can. "

The =econd man said: "My pzople believe that it
is a man’‘s .nb to {ind ways to overcome weather
and other conditions just as they have overcome soO
many things. They believe they will one day
succeed in doing this and may even overcome
drouaht and floods.”

The third man said: "My pecple help conditions
and keep things aping by working to keep in cloce
touch with all the forces which make the rain, the
snow, and othar conditions. It is when we do the
priaht thinas - live in a proper way - and keep all
that wsa have in qood condition that all goes
well "

1) Which of tbthese men do you thinl: had the best
idea?

12,

Ceremonial Inniovakion

Leme peopie 1n a community 1ike youwr own Saw that the
-hurch ceremonies were changing {from what they used
ke he.

Same poople were really pleased because of the
chanaes in rreliaious ceremonies. Thev felt that
new ways are usual ly better that old ones, and
they 1ike to keep evervthina - even ceremonies
movinag ahead.

Qame people were unhappy because of the change.
They felt that religious cermonies should be kept
eractly — in every uay -« as they had been in the
nast.

gome people felt that the old ways for religious
cerrgmonies were hest but you Jjust can’t hana on to
them. It makes |ife easier just to accept some
cthhannes as thev come alond.

19 bhich af these thiree said.mmst nearly what you

wrelrb e Lee v ) Y\')\\:\ <
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14.

Wwavs of Living

Ihere were Lhwn boves talking about haw they liked to

lTive. They had differant ideas.

Une said: "What 1 care about is accomplishing
thinazs - aettina thinas done Jjust as well ob
hetter than other people do them. [ like to see
resul ts and think they are worth workina for.

The obher said:! sWhat I care most about is to be
left alane ta think and act in the ways that best
=it the way I really am. If 1 don’t always get
much done buk can endoy life as 1 go along, that
is the bheast way."

1} Which wayv do wou thinl is best?
Store Inheritance

Yome wons and daughters have been left a corner store
hv a father ar mother who has died. All these sons
and Jaughters are grown up, and they live near each
other. There are three different wayvs they can run
the store.

[n some aroups of people it is usually expected
‘that the oldest able person (son or daughter) will
talke charge of, or manage, all the =tock held by
himsel f and the other sons Or daughters.

ln enme groups of people it is usually gupected
that each of the sons and daughters will prefer

to take his or her own share of the business after
it has been s0ld. :

[n some groups of people it is usually eupected
that all the sons and dauahters will ieep the
store and work together and decide among them-
selves who is best able to take charae of things,
not necessarily the oldest, when a boss is needed.

wav do vou think is usually best in most

15, Landg lnhe-~itancs

Now [ want to ask a similar question about a rich man
who died and 1eft coveral pieces of property to his
children. #ll his s0ns and daughters are grovin and
live near each other. There are three ways they can .-
handle the property. o

(n some groups of people it is ueual ty eupected

2 ~
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15. concluded

that the oldest able person will take charge of or
nanaqe bLhe property for himself and atl the ather
sons and dauahters even if they all share it.

(A some aroups of people it iz usually supected
that all the sons and daughtears will make use of
property {maether. When a boss is needed, they
all qaet toasther and aaree to choose someone of

tthe group, not necessarily the oldest, to take

charge of things.

[n some arcoups Of people it iz usually expected
that sach son and daughter will take his own share
af the 1and and do with {t what he wants =
separate from all the others.

1) Which of these ways do you think ig usually
bezt in most cases’?

/? *
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16.

Care of Duzingss

There were two men bobth wiorked for themselves.
They 1ived differently.

‘ Nne man kept his business qoing all night

| but didn’t work at it more than he had to.

He wanled to have extra time to visit with
4riends, ao on trips, and enioy life. This
vas the way he liked best.

One man 1ike to work at his business, and

vias always putting in extra time keeping his
tools, and equipment in fine condition.
Because he liked this eutra viork, he did not
have much time left Lo be with friends, to o
on krips, or to enjoy himself in other ways.
Lt this was the way he really liked best.

1) Which kind of man do you believe it is

—

hetter~ to bev
17: . Lemath of Life

Three peoplez ware talking about whether people
themsel ves can do anvthing to make the lives of
inen and women longer. Here is what each said:

One said: "Ik is already time that people
l1ikke doctors and others are finding the way
tn add many vears to the lives of most men by
discovering (finding) new medicines, by
studyving foods, and doing other things as
vaccinations. If people will pay attention
to all these new thinas thev will almost

1ise longer."

The =econd one said: "I really do not
believe that there is. much human beings can
do to make the lives of men and women longer.
Jt is my belief that every person has a set
time to live, and when that time comes, it
gJust comes."

The third one =said: "1 believe that there is
A plan Lo life which works to keep all living
things moavina together, and if a man will
learn to live his whole 1ife in accord with
that plan, he will live 1onger than other
METY «

1) Which of these three caid most nearly what™
yau would think is right?

ERIC &
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18. | Honey allocabion

The government is going to help a school 1ike
vowrs to get more money for school supplies and
equipment . The government officials suggest that
the community should have a plan for dividing the
prtra money, but don’t =ay what kind of plan.
Since the amount of extra money that may come in
is not known people feel differently about
plannina.

Gome say that whatever money comes in should
be used .just about 1ike money in the past was
aluaves used.

Others want to work out a reatly acod plan
ahead of timz for usina whatever money Ccomes
irm.

i1l cbhers want to just wait until the
mone~ comes in before decidina on how it will
be divided.

|7 Which of these ways do you think is
uzually best in cases like this?

19, . Flouseworh

There were tuo girls tallting about the way they
liked to live.

(ine said that she was willing to work as hard
as the average but that she didn’'t 1ike to
spend a lot of time doing the kind of eitra
things in her house or taking up enxtra things

like . Instead she liked to have
full time to enjoy visiting with people - to
go on a trip - or to just talk with whoever

was around.

The other woman said that she 1iked best of
all to find extra thinas to work on which
voulid interest her - for ecample .
She said she was happiest when kept busy and
was aettina lots dona.

17 Which of these ways do you think it is
usual iy better for women to 1live?

20.: . Won-wark ina Time

Two bave spend their time in different ways when
they have no work Lo do.

)
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20. concluded

Ore bov spends most of his time learning or

trvinag out thinas which will help him in his
worlk .

One by spends most of his time talking,

telling stories, sinaing, and so on with his
friends.

() Which of these boys has the better way of
Tivina?

i
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