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INFORMATION BUILDING AND THE NURSING PROFESSIONAL

Professor Karen Svenningsen

Not many of us would get through a day in teaching, in
practice or Jjust in daily life without our favorite reference
sources. In the health and nursing practice, patient care changes
so rapidly that the information stored on our bookshelves has a
short life span. How does one find the information that would
keep practitioners abreast of current trends and sources? Many
reference sources are available to the nursing professional through
university libraries, hospital libraries and articles in trade

Jjournals dispensing valued information. (1)

At the City University of New York, College of Staten Island
library, references sources are maintained and selected with the
nursing professional particular problems and concerns in mind. The
issues that they face each day of the prrofessional career are
reflected in the sources available. Criteria for selection must
meet the needs of the health care professional in a rapidly

changing industry.

The mission of the library is to select material on relevancy,
timeliness, the expertise of the writer, and suitability for the
programs offered at the university. In “Information About Nursing”
(2) a foundation is describe selecting the most appropriate

reference sources available to the nursing professional. There is
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a separate section on locating relevant articles and how a
researcher can obtain a database search from the library. A sample
teaching brochure is include which describes wo a student the
process of locating materials for a research project. The sample
explains where one would find research materials relating to the

topic of aging and care.(3)

The teaching faculty of the 1library encounters a rapid
explosion of information on the health care industry, and it has
become virtually impossible to keep abreast of all the
technological advances. Information resources centers confront
these problems everyday and compile. store, and disseminate
information with their users concerns in mind. Indispensable
sources are available to the researcher, if he or she understands

the fundamentals of locating the materials.
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INFORMATION ABOUT: NURSING

The College of Staten Island/CUNY
prepared by Professor Karen Svenningsen

RESQURCES FOR RESEARCH IN NURSING

Reference books and journal articles are two of the most important

categories of resources utilized by researchers. Reference
materials are consulted for background information, definitions,
and the explanation of terminology. Journal articles, due to

currency, are timely sources of information relating to a
particular discipline.

The bibliography that follows includes a wvariety of reference
sources such as handbooks, dictionaries and encyclopedias,
directories, as well as other materials. To 1locate Jjournal
articles, consult the appropriate periodical indexes which are
listed separately following the reference source materials.

HANDBOOKS AND MANUAILS
Diagnostic and Assessment

Alfaro, Rosalinda
Application of Nursing Process

A step by step guide.

Phildalphia, Pa: JB Lippincott Co.. 19886.

Shelved at Sunnyside Keserve RT 51.A8255

Covers the nursing activities from assessment. diagnosis, planning,
implementation, evaluation. Indexed by subject and contains
bibliographic references.

Bowers, Arden C., et al.
clini 1 M ] f Health A
3rd ed. St. Louis: Mosby, 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 48.RB88

Procedure guide for diagnosis with separate sections in each
chapter on age-group considerations for newborn babies, children,
pregnant women, and older adults. Includes chapters on specific
systems or body regions, integration of the entire process, and
functional assessment.




Brunner, Lillian Sholtis and Doris Smith Suddarth
The Lippincott Manual of Nursing Practice
4th ed. Philadelphia: Lippincc .t, 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reserve RT 51.B78

Nursing concepts and strategies of medical-surgical, maternity, and
pediatric nursing. Highlights nursing assessment, diagnosis,
mutual goal-setting, planning and implementing nursing
interventions, patient education, and evaluation.

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders DSM III-R

3rd Rev. ed. Washington, D.C.: American Psychiatric Association,
1987.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reserve RC 455.2.C4A48.

Descriptions of diagnostic categories, including associated
features, age at onset, cause, prev~lence, familial pattern,
differential diagnosis, and diagnostic criteria.
Diseases and Disorders Handbook

2nd ed., Springhouse, Pa.: Springhouse Corp., 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RC 55.D56

Entries include description, causes, signs and symptoms, diagnostic
tests, treatment, and clinical implicatjons. Features teaching
topics related to specific disorders, patient-teachings aids, and
charts on AIDS infections.

King, Eunice M. and Marilyn Dyer King
llustr Nursing Techniques

Iilustrated Manual of '
3rd ed. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 19886.
Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 51.K54

Outline 150 clinical techniques for diagnostic studies and adult,
pediatric, obstetric, and neonatal clients. Organized by nursing
process steps and on action/rationale format.

Medication Administration and I.V. Therapy Manual

Springhouse, Pa.: Springhouseg6gfp., 1987.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RM 147 .M43

(9]
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Discusses assessment, legal risks and responsibilities, national
standard, calculations and measurements, nursing tasks and
responsibilities. Describes 50 procedures, and pediatric and
geriatric considerations in drug and I.V. therapy.

Rakel, Robert E. (ed)
Conn’s Current Therapyv 1990
Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Co., 18890.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RM 101.C87

Contains latest approved methcds of treatment for the practicing
physician. Detailed index by subject.

Swearingen, Pamela L. (ed)

Manual of Critical Care- Applyving Nursinsg Diagnosis to Adult
St. Louis Mosby, 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 120.15M364

Compendium of aursing diagnosis and interventions in respiratory.
cardiovascular, renal-urinary, neurologic, endocrinologic,
gastrointestinal, and hematologic dysfunctions, multi-system
stressors, nutritional risk, etc.

Swearingen, Pamela L.

Manual of Nursing Therapeutics: Applving Nursing Diagnosis to

<

Medical Disorders
Menlo Park, Ca.: Addison-Wesley, Health Sciences Div., 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 48.S594

A care-planning and evaluating guide. Includes brief review of
pathophysiology, physical and diagnostic assessment data, medical
msnagement and svrgical interventions, ocutcome criteria,

patient/family teaching and discharge planning data, etc.

Drug Handbooks

Loebl, Suzanne and George R. Spratto
The Nurse’s Drug Handbook
4th ed. New York: Wiley, 1986.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RM 262.L63
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Includes comprehensive nursing implications that are drug specific

action-oriented and directly related to nursing. Groups by
therapeutic class or organ systems.

Nursing 90 Drug Handhook

Springhouse, Pa.: Springhouse Corp., 1990.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RM 300.N87

Comprehensive drug reference on 1,100 generic drugs, including 21

drugs recently apprcved in 1990. Includes mechanisms of action,
indications and dosage, adverse reactions, interactions. and
nursing considerations. Chapters organized by therapeutic use.

Indexed by trade and generic name, combination products, and
pharmacologic categories.

Nursing 90 1.V, Drug Hanabook
Springhouse, Pa.: Springhouse Corp., 1990.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RM 170.N87

Overview of I.V. drug administration and alphabetical listing by
generic name of I.V. drugs, solutions, and blcod products, with
standard headings. Indexed by both brand and generic names.

D] .. - Desk Ref
44th ed., Oradell. N.J.: Medical Economics Co., 1990.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reserve and Reference RS 75.P5

Annually updated comprehensive information on over 2000
pharmaceutical products. Indexed by manufacturer, product name and
category, and generic and chemical name. Product identification
section contains actual size, full-color reproductions of selected
drugs.

Image and Concepts

Leddy, Susan and J. Mae Pepper
Conceptual Bases of Professional Nursing
2nd ed.

Philadelphia, Pa.: J. B. Lippincott Company. 1989

Shelved at Sunnyside Reserve KT 41.L53 1989

P .
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Discusses the characteristics of the professional nurse,
theorectical bases of professional nursing, future perspectives for

the nursing field. Indexed by subject, contains bibliographic
references.

Lindberg, Janice B. and Mary Love Hunter
Introduction to Nursins Concepts. Issues & Opportunities
Philadelphia, Pa.: J.B. Lippincott Company., 1990.

Shelved at Sunnyside RT 41.L728 1990

Discusses conceptual framework underlying nursing as a science and
a profession. The book introduces four concepts that are basic to
nursing science: nursing, person, health and environment.
Includes a glossary of terms, and indexed by subject.

Planning and Strategy

DNouglass, Lauri Mae
3rd ed. Washington. D.C.: (CV Mosby Company, 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 89 D887 1988

Covers topics such as nursing leadership and manage.ient: nursing
personnel and their roles; staffing process and patterns of nursing
care; planning; communication process: legal and ethical issues.
Includes glossary, answers to summary questions. Indexed by
subject.

Ford, Regin= Daley

2 vols.
Springhouse, Pa.: Springhouse Corp., 198B7.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 90.P376.

Detailed patient-teaching plans for cardiovascular, respiratory,
neurologic, endocrine, gastrointestinal, genitourinary, and
gynecologic disorders, drug therapy, preoperative and rostoperative
teaching, and medication administration.

bt
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Foster, Roxie L. (ed)

Familv Centered Nursing Care of Children
Philadelphia, Pa: WB Saunders Co., 18989.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RJ 245.F87

Details the theoretical concepts and the specific nursing
strategies necessary in nursing practice with children and their
families. Indexed by subject.

Jackson, Susan L., (ed)

Nurse’s Quick Reference: An A to Z Guide to 1.001 Professional
Problems
Springhouse, Pa: Springhouse Corp., 1880.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 51.N873

Brief alphabetically—-arranged articles from the editors of Nursing
Magazine on current nursing procedures, patient care and teaching
emergencies, legal matters, staff relations, career advancement,
communication, etc.

S taliti

Blechman, Elaine A. and Brownell, Kelly D.., (eds.)
Handbook of Behavioral Medicine For Women
New York: Pergamon Press, 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RA 564.85.B57
Links social, psychological, and physiological factors with the
behavior and health of women. Topics focus on environmental and
physical influences, conditioning of problems, and change through

behavioral interventions. Indexed by author and subject.

Corless, Inge B. (ed)

Aids.  Pri ples. P 1 % Politi
New York: Hemisphere Publishing Corp., 1989.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RC. 6807 .A26A3488 1989

Explores the scope of problems associated with AIDS, the acguired
immune deficiency syndrome. Indexed by subject.




Gera-Yurick, Ann (ed)

Connecticut: Appleton & Lange, 1989.
Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RC 954.A34

Contains application of the nursing process to elderly people.
Book is divided into two parts: (1) the nursing process and the
aged person, (2) the nursing process as applied to the adaptive
experience of the aged. Includes glossary. Indexed by subject.

Spivak, Jerry (ed)
The Year Book of Hematology 19390
Chicago: Yearbook Medical Publishers, Inc., 1990.

Shelved at Sunnycside Reference.

Covers clinical hematology. Chapters include red blood cells,
white blood cells, platelets and coagulation factors, bematologic
malignancies, and transfusion medicine. Indexed by subject and
author.

Rose, Noel R., et al., (eds.)

3rd ed. Washington, D.C.: American Socieﬁy for Microbioclogy, 1986.
Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RB 48.5M38

Articles on technigques and methods used in laboratuory settings,
with literature citations. Indexed by subject.

Dicti . B 1 u

American Medical Association Encveclopedia of Medicine
New York: Random House, 1989.

Shelved at Sunnyside P-lerence RC 81.AZA52

Detailed illustrated explanations of all aspects of state-of-the-
art medical knowledge reviewed and endorsed by expert rhysicians.
Features sections on staying healthy, and advances in diagnosis
and treatment. Includes list of self-help organizations, drug
glossary, and indexed by subject.
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Bruno, Frank J.

] Family ] | Health E ] 1
New York: John Wiley, 1989.

Sheived at Sunnyside Reference RA780.B78

General interest information on the causes, behavioral aspects and
treatments of mental disorders. Cross-references to relevant
collateral information. Index of authorities cited.

Budavari, Susan, (ed.)

The Merck Index: An Encvclopedia of Chemicals., Drugs and
Biologicals

11th ed. Rahway, N.J.: Merck & Co.. 1989.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RS 51.M4

Concise descriptions include generic, chemical abstracts, and
alternate names; molecular formula and weight, and percentage
composition; literature references; structure; physical data;
therapeutic category; etc. Cross index of synonyms, including
titles, CAS and alternate names, trademarks, and derivatives.

Hamilton, Betty and Barbara CGuidos

The Medi 1 Word Finder: \ Rev Medj 1 Dict]
New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, 1987.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference R 121 .H232

Alprhabetized listing of common words and phrases for identifying
technical medical terminology.

Heister, Rolf.
Dictionarv of Abbreviations in Medical Sciences

New York: Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, 1989.
Shelved at Sunnyside Reference R 123_.H35

Comprehensive collection of medical acronyms. Appendix of Medical
and scientific journal abbreviations.

o hill's Medical Dj .
New York: Churchill Livingstone, 1989.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference R 121.158




CMD includes 100,000 entries extracted from a database containing
definitions by distinguished medical authorities. Terms represent
over 83 subjects, with extensive coverage of the vocabulary from
medical research, advanced diagnostic technology, and innovations
in health care. Contains over 750 usage notes indicating
preference in a particula:x country, discipline, or context.

International Dictionarv of Medicine and Biology
3 vols.

New York: Wiley & Sons, 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference R 121.158

Unabridged dictionary formed from database containing over 151,000
terms. IDMB features outstanding coverage of international usage
and extensive cross-references from variant to preferred terms.

Campbell Robert J.

=3
6th ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RC 437 .HS

Encyclopedic definitions, with cross-references, of psychiatric
terms and terms in allied fields used since Hippocrates” time.
Provides historical perspective of psychiatric nomeclature

Sloane, Richard

The Sloane-Dorland Apnnotated Medical-Legal Dictionary
New York: West Publishing, 1987.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RA 1017.556

Unique combination of established definitions of medical terms with

Judicial interpretations of the same terms. Includes court
opinions, testimony of medical experts, and extracts of lawyers
briefs. Numerous cross references.

Law, Kevin J., et al., (eds.)
ssi 13 iseases
Z2nd ed. Springhouse, Pa.: Springhouse Corp., 1987.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 65.P69
Encyclopedic source of updated information and more than 600

diseases. Each includes a concise definition, causes, signs and
symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, and special considerations.

1ot
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Directories

Backus, Karen, (ed.)

Medical \ Health Inf . D :

3 vols.

4th ed. Detroit, Michigan: Gale Research, 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference R 118.4.U6M4

Vol. 1: Organizations, Agencies and Institutions
Vol. 2: Publications, Libraries and Other Information Services
Vol. 3: Health Services

Jonusaitis, Dana 1. and Kristin J. Schmitz (eds. )
Directory of Medical Specialist

3 vols.

24th ed. Wilmette, I11: Marquis Who’'s Who, 1989-90.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference R 712.AID5

Comprehensive listing of physicians certified by the twenty-three
individual Boards of the American Medical Specialists.
Alphabetical index contained in volume 3.

Lawrence Kenneth E. and Rowland, Howard S., (eds.)

2

Rockville, Md.: Aspen-Systems Corp., 1983.
Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 25.U5L138

Comprehensive review of active public and private resources in
licensure and certification, patient client health problems,
outreach and counseling organizations, recruitment and retention,
nurse, education, scholarships, grants and student loans,
libraries, clearinghcuse and multi-media centers, state and federal
hezlth offices.

Examinations. Questions, etc.

Bininger, Carol J., et al.
; \ N . Revi e NCLEX—RN
Springhouse, Pa: Springhouse Corp., 1889.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 42.A43

15
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This is the approved text for National League of Nursing-endorsed

American Nursing review course; featuring the NIN NCLEX success
test.

Gasparis, Laura and Joanne Noone.

Emergency Nursing Examination Review
Springhouse, Pa.: Springhouse Corp., 1988.

Shelved at Sunnyside Reference RT 120E.4G37.

Structured study guide to prepare for qualifying examination for
Certified Emergency Nurse (CEN) and for hospital certification
exXxaminations to work in critical care areas. Multiple choice
question and answer format.

Periodical Indexes and Abstracts

Periodical indexes and abstracts are valuable sources for current
information on a wide variety of nursing and medical related
subjects. The 1list below covers the most useful nursing and
medical related indexes, noting coverage., and how to use the hard-
copy indexes.

Periodical indexes should be consulted under the appropriate
subject or author heading. This will enable the researcher to find
an exact citation or location to the particular article of
interest. The research should then consult the CSI Periodical and
Serials List for the Jjournal or newspaper title needed, noting
format (paper or microfilm) coverage ana the campus at which the
Journal is located.

International Nursing Index
New York: American Journal of Nursing Co.
Quarterly, the 4th issue being an annual cumulation. 1966-

Shelved «t Sunnyside campus library in the periodical index
area.

A joint publication of the American Nurses® Association and the
National Library of Medicine. It covers 260 international nursing
journals, as well as the nursing related articles from Index
Medicus. To search by subject use Medical Subject Headings,
shelved adjacent to Index Medicus. This index also includes
current nursing publications of various agencies and organizations
and a list of recently-published nursing books.
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Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature
Glendale, California: Glen dale Adventist Medical Center.
Five bimonthly issues and annual cumulation. 1977-

Shelved at the Sunnyside campus library in the periodical
index area.

A cumulative subject index which covers approximately 300- -English
language nursing, allied health, and health-related Jjournals.
Consult the subject heading list (the yellow pages) in each volume
for the appropriate terms.

Index Medicus/National Library of Medicine

Bethesda, Maryland.: National Library cf Medicine.
Monthly 18973-

Shelved at Sunnyside campus library in the periodical index
area.

An index to the current medical literature covering over 2.700
international journals. To search by subject use Medical Subiject

Headings, shelved adjacent to the indexes.
Psvchological Abstracts
Washington, D. C.: American Psychological Association

Monthly 1827-

Shelved at both campuses in the periodical index area.
Sunnyside holds from 1950 to present.

Provides citations, with abstracts, to the literature in psychology
and related disciplines. To determine the appropriate subject

headings, consult the Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms, which

is shelved with the abstracts.

Journals

The following is a list of currently received journals relating to

the discipline of nursing. Foeor a complete listing of Journals and
newspaper holdings, consult the i S

available in the library. The researcher should note the format,
coverage and campus location of the journal when using the list.
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Nursing research

Nursing science quarterly

Nursing times - Nursing mirror
Pediatric nursing

Physical and occupational therapy in pediatrics
Public health nursing

RN

Regan report on nursing law
Rehabilitation nursing

Research in nursing and health
Western Journal of Nursing Research

Computer Literature Searching Option

The College of Staten Island library offers a computerized database
which can be used for literature searches. Searching MEDLINE is

time-saving since the system allows for the combination of
subjects.

MEDLINE is a compact laser disk system which allows individual
searching of the International Nursing Index, Index Medicus, and
the Index to Dental Literature from the years 1984 to present. The
system is located at the Sunnyside campus library in the index
area. It is also free-of-charge, and is available on a first-come,
first-served Dbasis. The Reference staff is available for
instruction in the use of this system daily, or by appointment.

o)
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BASIC RESOURCES TO USE IN FINDING MATERIAL IN THE LIBRARY

ACCESSING BOQOKS

The Card Catalog - all of the books in a library’s collection are
listed on cards which are filed alphabetically and are contained in
the library’s card catalog. Library catalogs are designed so that
you can find the book you want by knowing or ' of three things about
the book —-- the name of its author (last name first), its title or
its subject (what or whom the book is about).

Sunnyside has 2 card catalogs:

1. Main Catalog - includes author, title, and subject cards
for books which the library acquired before 1981.

2. Current Catalog - includes author, title and subject cards
for books which the library acquired in 1981 and thereafter.

CUNY+ ONLINE CATAILQOG - is available through computer terminails
located throughout the library and allows access to all City
University book holdings. One can search CUNY+ by author, title,
subject, and keyword (descriptive word). When searching do not
include punctuation, accent marks, capitalizations, or articles (a,
an, the). The symbol representing the College of Staten Island

library”s holdings is S8I. Remember, always consult the librarian
for assistance.

Copy down the call number that appears in the upper left-hand

corner of the catalog card. Note any notations that appear above
the call number.

Ref. -Reference - Sunnyside main floor.

St. Georpge -may also say "Copy at Sunnyside’

Call number only ~Circulating - Sunnyside top floor.

Film

Record —Sight and Sound Room Sunnyside top floor

Sound Recording




ACCESSING ARTICLES TO MAGAZINES AND JOQURNALS

1) The Cumulative Index to Nursing & Allied Health Literature
(CINAHL) - is a comprehensive and authoritative index to current
periodical literature for nurses, allied health professionals, and

others interested in health care issues. Approximately 300
reviewed and indexed for inclusion in CINAHL s five bimonthly
issues and cumulative bound volume. Indexing also includes

pertinent articles from 2600 biomedical journals indexed in Index
Medicus as well as relevant material from popular journals.

2) ional ing X h - is published quarterly in
cooperation with the National Library of Medicine. INI"® indexes
over 270 nursing journals received from all over the world, as well
as all nursing articles in the 3000 allied health and biomedical
Journals currently indexed for Index Medicus. The index is
arranged in two main sections (1) a Subject section (2) an
Author/Name section. It also includes lists of nursing periodicals
and serials indexed, current nursing publications of organization
and agencies and nursing books published.

33 MEDLINE - on CD-ROM is a major source of biomedical literature
materials. Medline corresponds to the three printed indexes:
Index Medicus, Index to Dental Literature. and International
Nursing Index. Searching is performed via a computer terminal
utilizing English vocabulary.

LOQCATING PERIODICALS

Using the College of Staten Island Periodical/Serials Listing look
up the title of the periodical alphabetically. VSIA indicates that
the periodical is available at the St. George camvus library; VSIB
indicates that the periodical is available at the Sunnyside campus
library. Note whether or not the periodical is on microfilm or in
paper copy.

At the Sunnyside campus, ask for the paper copies of the

periodicals at the Circulation Desk. Microfilm is stored at the
rear of the library arranged alphabetically by title and date. At
the St. George campus, all periodicals (paper and microfilm) are

located on the 1lst floor of the library in the periodical section.

Please have a current I.D. card available. If you have difficulty

locating anything in the library, ask a Reference Librarian for
assistance.
3




Selected Reference Books for Nursing Aging Process Project

Armbrecht, H. (Ed.) (1984) Nutritional Intervention in the
Aging Bnggea . New York: Springer. QP 86.N855

Burdman, Geri Marr. (1986) Healthful Aging. Florida: Academic
Press RA 564.8 B87

Cassel, K. & Walsh J.R. (Eds.) (1984) Geriatric Medicine. New
York: Springer-Verlag. 2 volumes. Ref. RC 952. G393

Encvclopedia of Agineg. (1987) New York: Springer Publishing Co.
Ref. HQ 1061. E53

Ernst, N.S. (1983) The Aged Patient. Chicago: Year Book
Medical Publishers. Ref. RC 8952. A727

Falconer, M.W. & Altamura, M.V. (1991) Aging Patients: A Guide
for Their Care. New York: Springer Publishing Co.
Ref. RC 952.5 F34

Forbes, Gilbert B. (1987) Human Body Composition: Growth, Agin...
Nutrition and Activity. New York: Springer Publishing Co.
QP 514.2 F58
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