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ABSTRACT

This paper examines characteristics of American
Indian children, focusing on their similarities with children with
learning disabilities. These similarities include: heterogeneity,
language problems, concept of time, learned helplessness, locus of
control, and discrepancy between potential and achievement.
Culturally sensitive prereferral procedures are described, such as
not singling out children for individual achievement, allowing more
"wait" time between a question and the student's response, and having
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prereferral teaching activities fail. It is felt that consideration
of cultural influences will help to differentiate between cultural or
linguistic differences and learning disabilities, and thus reduce the
possibility of misidentification of American Indian children with
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