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Abstract

@Q@@ %% hfg\nlly studies which have examined the effects of parenting on school achievement
¢

(€)

ERIC

have meastired only children’s perceptlions of the parenting characteristics. The purposes of this
study of ninth grade adolescents were to compare adolesc~<™ and their parents’ perceptions of
parental demandingness, responsiveness, and commitment ... .chievement and to explore the
relations these different perceptions may have with school achievement. Subjects for this study
were 80 ninth grade boys and girls and their parents. Correlation coetficients revealed low to
moderate relations between adolescents” and their parents” reports of the 3 parenting characteristics
(demandineness. responsiveness. and commitment to achievement}. However. analyses of
variance revealed that both inothers and fathers reported significantly higher levels of all 3
parenting characteristics than their adolescents’ reported about them.

In multiple regression analyses. boys™ reports of both their mothers™ and their fathers’
parenting significantly predicted their achievement outcome. Parents” own reports of their
parenting did not predict achievement onteome in their sons. Girls™ reports of pareating did not
predict their own achievemertt outcome: however fathers” (but not mothers’) reports of parenting
sigtiificantly predicted achtevement outcomie in their daughters. The findings of this study were in
agreement with past studies which have found that adolescents” and parents’ perceptions of
parenting behaviors may not always be in agreement and may not predict a particular ado'escent

outcomie in the same way,
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Adolcscen!s‘ and their Parents’ Perceptions of Parenting Style:
d@ Relations with Achievement
@@ r@ﬂrch on family influences on achievement, a number of parenting characteristics
have heel ound to be related positively to children’s school achievement. including parental
involvement (Hess & Holloway. 1984: Linney & Vernberg. 1983). and authoritative parenting
styles (characterized by high levels of demandingness and responsiveness: Baumrind. 1967. 1971:
Darnbusch, Ritter. Leiderman. Roberts. and Fraleigh, 1987: Paulson. 1991). ‘Traditionally.
studies which examined the effects of parenting on schoot achievement have measured only
children’s perceptions of the parenting characternstics. ‘The purposes of this study of ninth grade
adolescents were (a) 1o compare adolescents’™ and their parents” perceptions of parental
demandingness. responsiveness. and commitinent to achievement: and (b) to explore the relations
these different perceptions may have with school achievement.
Method

Sithjects

Subjects for this study were 80 ninth grade boys (1 = 34) and girls (/1 = 46) and their
parents. recruited from public schools in a suburban county ist the Southieast. All ninth graders and
their parents from two county high schools. chosen to assure a1 wide-range of socioeconomic
statns. were asked to participate. The only criterion for selection was that the students lived with
two parents (they may or may not be natural parents).
Procedure

QQuestionnaires were mailed to the homes of the ninlh-graders who responded positively to
at earlier {etter requesting their participation. About 50% of the families completed and returned
the questionnaires (aithough only 14% of all families originally contacted participated).
Adolescents, mothers. and fathers responded to separate guestionnaires containing the same scales
for measuring parenting characleristics.
Measures

Achievement OQutcome. Adolescents’ sell-reported grades from the most recent grading
period were used to measure achievement. An average grade was calculated from the grades
reported on five core courses using a 4-point grading scale (A=4.00. B=3.0. C=2.0. D=1.0. F=0).

Demandingness. A 15-item scale was designed for a [arger study using the same sample of
families (Paulson. 1991) to measure maternal and paternal demandingness. Adolescenis responded
to the items as they described their molher. then again as they described their father. using a 5-point
response scale ranging from “Very Unlike My Mother (Father)” 10 * Very Like My Mother

Qo <+
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tFather).”™ "T'he order of presentation of the maternal and paternal scales was altered n half of the

\/@diucstiommircs to @mal for order effects or possible response bias. Total scores were obtained by

(€)
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@@ﬂg S r@ﬂ\ll ttemis with higher scored indicating higher levels of demandingness {separate
scores were oblained for maternal and paternal demandingness). Cronbach alphas for adolescents”
reports of maternal and paternal demandingness were .82 and .90. respectively.

"arents” perceptions of demandingness were obtained by having both mothers and tathers
respornd to the same items. reworded to refer to their own parenting. using a sismnlar 5-point
response scale (“Very Unlike Me™ to " Very Like Me™}. Cronbach alphas for mothers™ and {athers’
perceptions of their own deniandingness were .66 and .75, respectively.

Respomsiveness. Both adolescents and their parents responded to a |5 item scale using the
sare mnethod as for tlie demandingness measure. Cronbach alphas for adolescents’ reports of
maternal and paternal responsiveness were .87 and .86, respectively. Alphas for mothers™ and
fathers’ reports of their own responsiveness were .75 and .72, respeclively. -

Conanitment to Achievenent, Responses were made to a 22 item scale using the same
method as for the demandingness and responsiveness nieasures. Cronbach atphas for adolescents’
reports of maternal and paternal commitiment to achievement were .83 and .74, respectively.
Alplins for mothers” and tathers” reports of their own commitment Lo achievement were .78 and
69. respectively. Three subscales were created froim this measure in order to tap specific
dimensions of parents’ commitment to achievement: achievement values. interest in schoolwork.
and involvement in school functions.

Results

Correlation coefficients revealed low to moderate relations hetween adolescents” and their
parents’ reports of the 3 parenting characteristics (demandingness, responsiveness, and
commitment to achievement). Correlations are shown in Table |. Mote that boys™ and fathers’
reports of paternal parenting (same gender dyad) had higher correlations than did boys' and
mothers’ reports of maternal parenting. (This is a descriptive comparison as no siatistical analyses
were rui to actually compare the correlations.) Similarly girls’ and thei mothers’ reports of
maternal parenting had higher correlations than did girls and fathers’ reports of paternal parenting.
Addition=ily. only girls” and mothers” reports of maternal parenting were significantty correlated on
all parenting measures.

Analyses of variance between adolescents” and parents” reports of parenting were run for
each dyad on each parenting measure to inspect specific differences in the level of parenting

reported by each respondent, Means for adolescents™ and parents” reports on each parenling
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measures are shown in Table 2. In general. results revealed that both mothers and fathers reported
& significantly higher levels of demnandingness. responsiveness, and commitment to achievenient than
(srep

@g@@ir%f% c

ultaneous mulliple regression analyses were employed to assess the relations between

oited about them.

parenting and achievement outcome. Demandingness, responsiveness, and the three subscales of
commitment to achievement were entered simultaneot .o see whether the combination of parenting
behaviors was predictive of adolescent achievement. Separate analyses were run for adolescents’
and parents’ reports for both maternal and paternal parenting (see Table 3).

Boys reports’ of both their mothers” and their fathers’ parenting significantly predicted their
achievement outcome. R?=.39, p<.01 and R?=.42. p<.01 {or mothers and fathers. respectively.
Semi-partial correlation coefficients rzvealed that maternal demandingness and both matemal and
paternal values towards achievement were positively relatea to achievement outcome and both
maternal and paternal interest in schoolwork were negatively related (o achievement above and
beyond other parenting characteristics. Maternal responsiveness and palernal involvement in school
functions had marginal unique relations with achievement in boys. Paret 's* own reports of their
parenting did not predict achievement outconte in their sons.

Girls” reports of parenting did not predict their own achievement outcome: however fathers”
{but not mothers’) reports of parenting significantly predicted achievement outcorme in their
daughters. R?=.25. p<.05. Semi-partial correlation coefficients revealed that father’s reports of
demandingness were negatively related to achieveinent outcome in girls and interest in schoolwork
was positively related to achievement ahove and beyond the other parenting characteristics.

Discussion

The findings of this study were in agreement with past studies which have found that
adolescents’ and parents” perceptions of parenting vehaviors may not always be in agreement and
may not predict a particutar adolescent outcome in the same way (Collins. 1990; Paulson. Hill. &
Holmbeck. 1991; Smetana. 1988: Youniss & Smollar. 1985). Although only children’s reports of
parenting traditionally have been measured and found to be related to school achievement. their
reports may not be reflective of the true behavior being displayed in the home. Although parents’
themselves may be reporting more accurately their actual behavior. adolescents (particularl y boys)
appear to be responding to their personal perception of that behavior. Advising a parent that high
levels of control, warmth. and interest in their children s achievement are necessary (o promote
high levels of achievernent outcotme may uct produce the desired outcome once the adolescent

urterprets that behavior for themselves.
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Table 1

Parenting Style and Adolescent Achievement

5

- “orrelations betweel/Adolescents” and Parents” Reports of Demandingness. Responsiveness. and

@@n%g@l@u hievement

Baoys Girls

Parenling Measure Maternal Paternal Matenral *aternal
Demandingness A6 A1 A5t 47
Responsiveness .27 31 At 16
Commitment to Achievermnenl .29 A2 H7 31
Values towards Achievement A1 ST ST 07
interest in Schoolwork 6 40 SO .28
School Functions .18 .22 68 560

Note. "p< 05 "p < .0l
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Table 2
eans of Adole ;\ s~ and Parents’ Reports of Demandingness, Responsiveness. and
@@mé@: Z@gt hieveiment: Dyadic Comparisons using Analysis of Variance
Boys’ Mothers’ Girls’ Mothers’
Maternal Parenting Reports Reports sig F Reports Reports sig b
Dentandingness 3.46 3.78 *x 3.37 36l *
Responsiveness 3.37 4.32 Hxk 3.69 4.27 o
Comntitment to Ach. 3.90 4.27 okk 4.01 425 kX
Values towards Ach 4.26 4.43 t 4.23 443 *
Interest in Schoolwork 4.09 4.42 ok 4.19 4.41 e
School Functions 2.99 373 *ok ok 3.33 3.67 ok
Bovs Fathers’ Girls’ Fathers’

Yaternat Parenting Reporis Reports sig F Reports Reports sig F
Demandingness 345 3.59 3.00 3.45 *ok
Responsiveness 3.31 3.96 *okok 3.52 396 Fhx
Commitment to Ach. 3.7R% 4.12 4% 376 4.00 *
Values towards Ach. 433 4.52 ¥ 4.25 4.28
Interest in Schoolwork 4.02 4.30 k¥ 4.04 4.24 *
School Functions 2.48 313 ** 2.47 3.1 X
Note, 1p< 100 "p <08, 'p<.0l. **p < 00
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Table 3
& __ Summary of Mu Regression Analyses of the Influence of Adclescents’ and Parents” Reparts

@@)ziaé&gn @sq Responsiveness. and Commitiment to Achievement on Achievement Ouicome

Boys™ Reports Parents” Reports

Varables Entered Fep R Kz Fep ft 2
Matermal Parenting 63 397 43 19

Demandingness 33

Responsiveness 261

Values towards Ach A3

Interest in Schoolwork 31

School Funetions A0
"atental Parenting Hd 42 38 LS

Demandingiess A8

Responsiveness - |6

Values towards Ach 67

Interest in Schoolwork -.36"

School Functions 27t - -

1y
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Tabte 3 continued

@@ ¢\E Girls™ Reports Parents’ Renorts

R ro kR

Varables Entered rop R

Maternal Parenting A4 12 23y 05
Demandingness -
Responsiveness
Values towards Ach
Interest in Schonlwork
School Functions

Paternal Parenting 200 .04 S50 28
Demandingness .28
Responsiveness -0
Yalues towards Ach -06
Interest in Schoolwork 420
School Fanctions 03

Noteo Tt 100 'p<.05 “'p <

.
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