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ABSTRACT

This leaflet offers an update of research and recent
advances in understanding developmental speech and language
disorders. It provides an overview of the incidence of language
impairments and speech disorders, causes, features, diagnostic
techniques, brain functioning, and research priorities. Relevant
activities of the National Institute on Deafness and Other
Communication Disorders are also described, and five organizations
are listed for additional information. (JDD)
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Update

rlhe National Institute on Deafness
and Other Communication Disorders
(NIDCD) has primary responsibility at
the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
for supporting research on develop-
mental speech and language disorders.
The NIDCD, which became one of the
institutes of the NIH in October 1988,
supports research and research training’
on normal and disordered processes of
hearing, balance, smell, taste, voice,
speech, and language. This insert pro-
vides an update of current research and
recent advances in understanding de-
velopmental speech and language dis-
orders.
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A large research program is being conducted by
investigaiors at the University of Wisconsin to describe,
predict, manage, and prevent developmental articu-
lation disorders. Scientists are determining how to
predict normal speech following indirect (caregiver-
based) and direct (clinician-based) management of
speech problems. These findings will have a direct
impact on service delivery for preschool children
identified as having speech disorders of unknown

origin.

As scientists continue 0 learn more about the under-
lying causes of speech and language disorders, they will
be able to design and develop more appropriate treat-
ment strategies for children wit'. developmental speech
and language disorders.

About the NIDCD

The NIDCD conducts and supports research and
research training on normal and disordered mechanisms
of hearing, balance, smell, taste, voice, speech and lan-
guage. The NIDCD achieves its mission through a di-
verse program of research grants for scientists to con-
duct research at medical centers and universities around
the country and through a wide range of research per-
formed in its own taboratories.

The institute also conducts and supports research and
research training related to disease prevention and
health promotion; addresses special biomedical and
behavioral problems associated with people who have
communication impairments or disorders; and supports
efforts to create devices that substitute for lost and
impaired sensory communication function. The
NIDCD is committed to understanding how certain
diseases or disorders may affect women, men and
members of the underrepresented minority populations
differently.

The NIDCD has established a national clearinghouse
of information and resources. Additional information
on developmental speech and language disorders may

be obtained from the NIDCD Clearinghouse. Write
to:

NIDCD Clearinghouse
P.O. Box 37777
Washington, DC 20013-7777

For additional information:

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
10801 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852

(301) 897-5700 voice/TDD

(800) 638-8255 Consuiner Helpline

Central Institute for the Deaf (CID)
818 South Euclid Avenue

St. Louis, MO 63110-1594

(314) 652-3200 voice/TDD

The Council for Exceptional Childrc

Division of Children with Communication Disorders
1920 Association Drive

Reston, VA 22091

(703) 620-3660

National Rehabilitation Information Center NARIC)
8455 Colesville Road, Suite 935

Silver Spring, MD 20910

(301) 588-9284 voice/TDD

(800) 34-NARIC

Orton Dyslexia Society
724 York Road
Baltimore, MD 21204
(301) 296-0232

(800) ABCD-123
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