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ARE HISPANIC DROPOUT RATES
RELATED TO MIGRATION?

RECENT evidence about dropout rates has
contained both encouraging and discourag-
ing signs. While rates for blacks and whites
have been declining, Hispanic dropout rates
ate high and have shown no evidence or
decline. Furthermore. Hispanic dropouts on
average complete fewer years of schooling
than do non-Hispanic dropouts.

Policymakcrs frequently ask how much im-
migration' contributes to the high Hispanic
dropout rate.: An analysis of November
1989 data reveals the following informa-
tion about 16- to 24-year-olds:

Hispanic dropout rates (31.0 percent )
were three times those of non-Hispan-
ics (10.3 percent ).

45 percent of Hispanics were born out-
side the 50 states and D.C. and the
dropout rate for this group was very
high--43 percent.

63 percent of all Hispanic dropouts
were born elsewhere.'

Dropout rates for Hispanics who were
at least first generation were also high.
more than double those for non-
Hispanics.

If current patterns continue. Hispanic
dropout rates are likely to remain high
in the future, even if immigration slov, s
considerably.

What is the impact of immigration on
Hispanic dropout rates?

The high dropout rate for the large group of
Hispanics horn elsewhere is only part of the
explanation for the high Hispanic dropout
rate. Hispanic dropout rates are higher than

those for non-Hispanics. even when place
of birth is taken into account. The differ-
ence was most striking for those horn else-
where, where the dropout rate for Hispanics
was more than 5 times that for the non-
Hispanic population horn elsewhere. Firm -
ever, dropout rates were also substantial for
first and at least second generation Hispan-
ics: their dropout rates were more than
double those of comparable non-Hispanics.

One way of estimating the impact of move-
ment to the states on the Hispanic dropout
rate is to estimate what their dropout rate
would he if Hispanics had the same share of
horn-elsewhere, first, and at least second
generation population as non - Hispanics. If
Hispanics resembled the immigration pat-
terns for the rest of the population. but the
dropout rate for Hispanics in each category
remained the same, the Hispanic dropout

rate would he about 24.1 percent. Thus, if
Hispanics were no more likely to be horn
elsewhere than non-Hispanics. the Hispanic
dropout rate would still he more than twice
that for non-Hispanics.

How many Hispanics are immigrants?

About I 1 percent of the 32 million 16- to
24-year-olds were Hispanics. Among these
were 2.2 million Mexican-Americans,
380.000 Puerto Rican 110.000 Cubans.
and 730.000 "other Hispanics." Hispanics
were far more likely to be born elsewhere or
to he first generation--born in this country
but with at least one parent horn elsewhere-
-than non-Hispanics (figure I ). About 72
percent of Hispanic I6-to 24 -year -olds were
horn elsewhere or were first generation as
compared to 9 percent of non-Hispanics.
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Table 1. Percent of status dropouts among 16- to 24-year-olds,
by recency of migration and ethnicity: November 1989

Recency of migration Total Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Total* 12.5 31.0 10.3
Born outside 50 states and D.C. 28.9 43.0 7.9
First generation 10.4 17.3 6.2
Second generation or more 11.2 23.7 10.7

'Total includes a small proportion for whom recency of migration is unknown.
SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Populanon Survey, 1989.

How many Hispanics drop out?

The dropout rate for 16- to 24-year-olds
was 12.5 percent and was three times higher
for Hispanics (31 percent) than for non-
Hispanics (10 percent ). About 26 percent
of all dropouts. sr 1.1 million. w ere His-
panic. How long a family has been in the
states is strongly related to dropout rates for
Hispanics ttablel I.

Hispanics born elsewhere had a dropout
rate of 43 percent. (Some of these dropouts
may never have attended schools in the 50
states or D.C.) The rates for first and at
least second generation Hispanics were con-
siderably lower. Among non-Hispanics,
dropout rates for those born elsewhere were
about the same as for those who were first
generation or more.

flow do dropout rates vary among
Hispanics?

Compared to the dropout rate I or all His-
panics 131.0 percent). the dropout rates for
Mexican-Americans (35.8 percent ) and
Puerto Ricans (32.1 percent) mere about the
same. but those for "other Hispanics" 119.0
percent) and Cubans (9.2 percent) were
lower.

Mexican-Americans accounted for about 64
percent of the Hispanic population. and
about 74 percent of all Hispanic dropouts in
this age group. Among Mexican-Amcri-
cans born elsewhere, the dropout rate %%as
55 percent: this group accounted for about
48 percent of all Hispanic dropouts.

Where are most dropouts born?

The share of dropouts ho arc horn else-
where is very different for Hispanics and

non-Hispanics (figure 2). Over 60(1 thou-
sand or 63 percent of Hispanic dropouts
were horn elsewhere (including 6 percent or
about 60,00(1 Puerto Ricans born in Puerto
Rico). On the other hand. 3 percent of non-
Hispanic dropouts were horn elsewhere.

Conclusion

Immigration appears to be a contributing
factor to the high dropout rate among
Hispanics. About 45 percent of Hispanics
were horn elsewhere and dropout rates were
much higher for them than for Hispanics
born in the 50 states and D.C. However.
dropout rates are higher for Hispanics than
for non-Hispanics, even when recency of
immigration is taken into account. If this
pattern continues with the children of the
current generation's Hispanics who were
born elsewhere. then high dropout rates
man continue in the future. even if the

magnitude of Hispanic immigration were to
decline substantially.

1 he terni -immigration- in this report include.
hush migraflon to the 5.0 stole. and 1).C'. !row
Puerto Rico and the territories and international
Impration from other countries
The dropout measure used in this report is the
status dropout rate. ithich indicmes the proportion
ol In. to 24-yearolds in 'so,enther tit I Ohq %%he

Verf: not carolled in se Mini and h,ud 11(11 completed
high school
In Iles report. people horn in Puerto Rico and the
territories. althoug h t..S cituens..lre grouped ss lib
those horn in other countries Itecause at issues
related to language and schooling and because
CPS does not cos er the outling areas. ine .1lUil I

horn in Puerto Rico and 1- 5 territories ore dislin
pushed from those born in the SO states and DA'
In the tem. :ill such indisiduals are reterred tots
'horn elsev. here:

Carlini. 1. Man' Rase 1.1ato Development
Division (20212194807

or most' into, Malian about il!cs. Act'
t. A 1)t.parlaielii n1 Educallaa (r nlrr
1,1 Education Aliaisln Dropout Rates in the
United States: 1988, 1989, and 1990 The drop.
out rates in airs report l'UT1' kitehth Irrfrn those II:
rhe dropout reports. betause the% alr derived
from November ratite, than °t haw, data
ever. the differences ate not .statisticalll stfetult
cant. The Current Population Surrey, the source
of the data in thIS issue brief. Is a rtlaallliv surre.%
of appro.vimately 53,000 household.% conducted
by the Bureau of the Census. II covers the non-
instantional population in the 50 states and the
Dtstrtet i f ColurnIna .4 tech»traI appendis
taming standard errors and additional Informa-
tion about the surto.. the data. and itiethodoloi!%
is available upon request

Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement

Figure 2. Recency of migration of 16- to 24-year-old dropouts by
ethnicity: November 1989
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