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The sight of a tree in full bloom is magnificent. The branches stretch out, like huge
arms, reaching for the sky. The leaves, drenched insunlight, dance in thebreeze. Juicy colorful
fruit hangs from its branches like Christmas ornaments. However, all its growth and

prosperity Jepends on its roots.

-Shahzad Bhatti
Alumnus of
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of Technology
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PREFACE

here is no substitute, no matter how eloquent the words, for communication that

begins with, “This happened tome,” “Iwas there,” “Ifelt,” “Isaw,” “I know.” This

book speaks that powwrful language of experience. Educational outcomes are
revealed ir heightened aspirations, enriched lives,and in communities served. “Make the case
for community colleges,” legislators often request. These personaland poignantstatements do
exactly that.

Iread theessays with particular interest thatgrows out of many years of interpreting the
worth of community colleges toa variety of publics, legislators among them. It was one thing
to demonstrate the need for more colleges to accommodate the mounting numbers of “baby
boomers” who wanted educational opportunity through the 1960s and early ‘70s. The
community college had appeal to many policy makers becauise it seemed a less expensive way
to meet that need than buiiding four-year colleges. It has been quite another thing to win
support for an institution that deliberately seeks to provide educational opportunity to those
who are not served by other institutions or who are not served well. Prestige is not often
associated with such factors as low cost to the stuJdent, open-door admissions, and accessibility
0 commuters. Frequently in the past (and occasionally now), legislators, citizens in the
community, and even some faculty looked forward to the community college’s becoming a
“regular” college as soon as possible. Often I would wonder when the community college
would be recognized as an institution in its own right and with a distinctive educational
mission.

The essays in this book reveal institutions that are fulfilling their mission. They are
making good on their promise. Results are reported, rather than intentions proclaimed. In
many a community where the establishment of a community college has been under discus-
sion, I have been asked to descrit e the functions such an institution would serve and what
would be different about community colleges. This collection of testimonials goes along way
toward the answer to those questions.

A remarkable variety of institutions is represented in the statements of the college
alumni. And diversity characterizes the people themselves. However, I find that there are
common themes that emerge through all of the dissimilarities. For many reasons these themes
deserveourattertion. Isitnotinteresting and important tolearn from these students what they
considered to be of greatest value in their community college experience? If they were to
arrange in rank order their perceptions of the relative value of college contributions toward
what they have become, would there be a match with our views of priorities in the college
program? Would the student views square with board perceptions or those of the legislators?
Iwonder, too, if the perceptions of thealumni asregistered in their statamentsaredifferent now
from what they would have been at the time they were students. There is material here for a
good deal of profitable study and discussion, as well as stimulation to those engaged in
institutional research and rnarketing.

jO xi
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However intrigued we may be with the many ways these essays can be of value, one
theme clearly is paramount. There is a common refrain: If the college had notbeen there, very
likely my life would have been greatly diminished. In many ways the authors say, “I would
nctbe whereIam today.” “It has been a college of hope; without it, where would I be?” “The
college was the door to my future.”

These words gratify those of us who are committed to community college services. But
they are also sobering words, for they raise questions in our minds of what potential would
remain untapped, what possibilities stunted both of individuals and the community, if the
college had not been there with its receptive and encouraging stance. And that leads us to
wonder about other people who could be like those whose stories we haveread, but who have
notbeenreached. And whatof the future? Surely the timesin which welive require more than
ever colleges that will offer learning experiences described by these essayists as essential to
what they have become.

This bookis a good idea. There is freshness to it. The stories areinteresting, and for the
discerqing reader there are many clues to making community colleges even better than they
are. We owe thanks to the originators of the idea, to the cooperating institutions, to those who
wrote the statements, and tc AACJC as publisher.

Edmund |. Gleazer, Jr.

President Emeritus

American Association of Community
and Junior Colleges

u
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CHA.'TER ONE

| What This Book Is About




econceived theidea for this book at the conclusion of an especially invi gorating
professional event: the 1988 International Conference on Teaching Excellencein
Austin, Texas. Standing outside the hotel where that ga thering had taken place,
we reflected on what each of us owed to community colleges.

For one of us, a community college education some 20 years before had helped
transform a youth's uncertainty and limited vision into asense of self-confidence and hope for
the future. The essay on page 224 describes this transformation. For the other of us, mid-life
exposure to the community college as a tracher and administrator reconfirmed a conviction
that equity, community progress, and international fellowship can be approached in this
naiion. Collecting the essays in this book has been away for us to show convincingly just how
widespread, representative, and important these kinds of experiences have become all over
the United States.

We hope to reach several kinds of people with this publication: those who need
encouragement to fulfill personal goals; those in decision-making positions who can help
influence the fate of community colleges; and those already associated with community
colleges who can appreciate and celebrate their successes.

Many readers of this book, we hepe, will resemble the hundreds who wrote for it.
People whose self-confidence islow an«  vho aren't sure they can succeed in college may be
inspired by the fact that most of those who wrote these essays once felt the same wa y. People
who don’tknow if their career directions are what they want them to be may also be inspired;
many of the essayists weren't sure, either. And people who have known nothing abo  -he
diversity and receptiveness of community colleges may be inspired by this book; everyo. ¢
the essayists was oncejustas unaware. Inshort, thisbook should m.ean something to ordina. ,
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menand women who wanttoattain their full potential and can dosoif they areoffered the right
opportunities.

At the same time, we believe that a pubiication of this sort will attract and reinforce the
support of community members for community colleges ir. general and for the colleges
represented here in particular. To realize its promise, this book needs to reach statelegislators,
mayors, and other local and state officials; if it does, we're convinced the long-term results will
be favorable. Likewise, we hope the stories told in these pages will strike responsive chords
within high school counselors and four-year college instructors and administrators. These
groups and others like them, because they compose the world in which community colleges
exist and upon which they depend for sustenance, are logical audiences for this book.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA

With support from the American Association of Community and Junior Colleges, our
idea in Texas evolved from a dream into a reality. In September 1989, we sent letters to the
presidents and public information officers of each AACJC-member college. We asked them to
identify outstanding graduates of their colleges who might be willing to composebrief essays
discussing what the community college experience meant to their development.

Within 10 weeks, more than 190 colleges in 39 states answered our letter. With their
responses, the colleges forwarded essays by nearly 500 of their graduates. We then set about
reviewing and assessing this pool of essays, knowing that it would be necessary to winnow it
down to the number eventually to be published.

According honors of any sort is generally difficult because so many good candidates
compete for them. As we selected essays for Profiles in Si:ccess, this truism assumed special
intensity. The writings we received from around the country, almost without exception,
exemplified high standards of excellence and impact. All we needed to attend to as editors,
aside from the overwhelming formidability of choosing only one of every two essays submit-
ted, were such minor matters as consistency inlength and writing conventions from profile to
profile. The selection criteria we employed included writing quality, broad geographic
distribution, and representativeness of the different popuiations served by coimnmunity col-
leges.

Because they serve local communities, two-year institutions make it possible for older,
working studernts to accommodate their courses of study to the dernands of their daily lives.
In selecting the essays, we found it relatively easy to reflect the presence of such students
among the graduates of participating community colleges.

In our opinion, each of the essays we received in 1989 testifies directly and convincingly
to the message we had hoped would emerge from the collection as a whole. Every essay has
the potential to touch and alter the lives of those who read it, since it reflects the experience of
a person who made personal strides as well asimportant contributions to society. And each of
the essays may be used effectively by its author’s alma mater as a tool for showing prospective
students what a community college education can do for them.

A special note of explanation should be sounded with regard to the profilees in this
book. Many of these individuals are wid=ly known and respected within their profrssional
fields. In fact, the names of a few approach being household words in some parts of the cuuntry.
Nevertheless, we neither solicited nor selected profilees on the basis of how well-known or
famous they mightbe. Instead, our aim was toillustrate that society benefits in a multitude of

po—ty
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WHAT THIS BOOK IS ABOUT

ways—some obvious and broadly noted, some more private and unsung—from the special
talents of its community coilege graduates.

ORGANIZATION OF THE MATERIAL

The essays composing this publication have been arranged into eight chapters repre-
senting categories of careers which the essayists have entered: law; science, technology, and
agriculture; entertainment, media, and sports; health and medicine; social services; business;
public service; and education. A. photograph, along with a brief statement describing the
profilee’s biographical information and contributions to society, accompanies e.ch essay.

Colleges—large and small, urban and rural, new and old, financially comfortable and
struggling—all are represented here. Readers who'd like to locate profiles from particular
states may consult the college index that starts on page 301.

HINT FOR THE READER

This book is someth’ng like a treasure chest. It contains hundreds of sparkling gems,
each of which is splendid and complete in its own way. But like a chest brimming with gems,
the essays here are probably examined and appreciated better in handfuls than all at once. We
suggest that rcaders sample the essays in clusters, perhaps jumping from chapter to chapter,

since doing so will provide a flavor of the diversity represented by the writers and their
experiences.




CHAPTER TWO
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Community Colleges:

e

An Introduction |
for the Uninitiated




n these times of national and international challenge, community colleges are becoming

increasingly more significant to American society. Our conviction is that no more

powerful and persuasive arguments can be found in support of community colleges
than the words of their own graduates, and thatis why the rest of this book is made upof essays
by some of the most impressive of those grad uates.

Nevertheless, knowing something of the broad background and context of American
community colleges—some statistics, some history—can further substantiate their value.

Likewise, responding to some prevalent concerns about what community colleges do is an
important part of establishing their worth.

WHAT MOST PEOPLE DON'T KNOW ABOUT COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Despite the abundance of community colleges and their accessibility to nearly every
citizen in the country, various factors combine to make them less known and understood than
most other American educetional institutions. Among these factors are the relative newness

of community colleges, the complexity of their goals and missions, their constant evolution,
and the fact that they serve diffuse and diverse populations.

History of Community Colleges
Asearly as the mid-nineteenthcentury, aboutthe time that the Morrill Act created land-

grant institutions as “the people’s colleges” in 1862, several presidents of major American
universities were calling for the establishment of a two-year college. The major purpose of this

LA
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new kind of educational institution would be to prepare students for the transition from high
school to university by offering all of the lower-division courses usually taught during the
freshman and sophomore years. Thus, two-year colleges would free universities to focus
exclusively on upper-division studies and the rigors of research. William Rainey Harper,
president of the University of Chicago, attempted to implement this philosophy by founding
the first junior college at his institution in 1896. Five vears later, Joliet Junior College opened
its doors as the first public two-year college in the United States.

Asis well known, however, few universities in years since have yielded theirreignover
lower-division studies. The institutionalization of the two-year college as anindependent link
in the educational chain, acting as the sole educational resource for students beginning
postsecondary education, did not occur. Instead, two-year colleges came to be viewed inmany
quarters as adjunctinstitutions responsible for educating poorly prepared students, providing
vocational training and continuing educational oppartunities. To combat this image of poor
quality, and to seek a more equal status with universities, many two-year schools have sought
over the decades to transform themselves into four-year institutions.

Despite those early difficulties in earning credibility from other segments of postsec-
ondary education, two-year colleges have come to provide services uponwhich weall depend
and from which we all benefit. Indeed, they have become institutionalized by popular
demand.

A major influence on the positive development of two-year colleges came during the
administration of Harry S. Truman. In 1947 the Truman Commissionon Higher Education had
the foresight and vision to recognize the potential of these institutions to provide access to
postsecondary education for previously unrepresented portions of the American population.
Among other things, the commission recommended changing the name of two-year colleges
from junior to community college in order to more accurately reflect the role they would
increasingly come to fulfill.

In addition to the community college’s promise of open access, growth has been a
hallmark of the institution since its inception at the beginning of this century. A total of only
ninejunior colleges existed in 1909, whereas today more than 1,200 community colleges dot the
map in every state but one. Enrollments in community colleges grew by 215 percent between
1965 and 1975, the “boom” years duringwhich a new college was opened on an averageof once
aweek. Inrecentyears, thenumber of students attending community colleges has continued
to climb at a steady, though slower, pace.

Simil. rly, the number of associate degrees awarded by community colleges grew by
more than 24 percent between 1975 and 1985, from 360,171 to 446,047 (Palmer, 1987-88). To put
this expansion in perspective, the number of bachelor’s degrees awarded increased by only 7
percent during the same period, and the number of graduate degrees actually declined.

Community colleges have become, in the less than one century in which they have
existed, a potent new social force. Unique among all segments of postsecondary education,
community colleges can—and do—consider themselves part of a “movement.”

Characteristics of Community College Services and Enrollments

Almost all community colleges share certain characteristics that set them apart from
other educational institutions. Following is a brief list of such distinguishing characteristics:

. All together, community colleges educate an enormous number of people. By

10
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theend of the 1980s they enrolled between five and six million individuals in
credit courses each year, as well as somewhere over four million others taking
non-credit classes. Those enrolled in credit courses in community colleges re-
present41 percent of the entire enrollmentinallunder graduate programsacross
America, and community colleges are the institutions of choice for over 55 per-
cent of all first-time postsecondary students.

. Tuition for students who attend community colleges islower than that charged
by other postsecondary institutions, including state-supported four-year col-
leges and universities. The overwhelming bulk of communi ty college students
commute to and from school, which affords them a further substantial financial
advantage over enrolling at residential campuses.

. Diversity in the size of America’s community colleges is apt to strike even the
casual observer. Almost half of the more than 1,200 publicand private commu-
nity, junior, and technical colleges serve rural areas notaccommodated by other
postsecondary institutions. In effect, these schools havebeen brought to people
whomightnot otherwise have been able to leave home to participate in postsec-
ondary education. Rural colleges like these may serve as few as 100 students; in
fact, one quarter of all community colleges enroll fewer than 1,400 students. In
contrast, many of the larger community ~olleges serve urban areas. Among the
largest multi-college and multi-campus systems—the 25 percent of public col-
leges whose enrollments exceed 5,750 students—are the Los Angeles Commu-
nity College District, with around 100,000 students; the Maricopa Community
College District in Arizona; the City Colleges of Chicago; the Dallas County
Community College District; and Miami-Dade Community College in Florida.

. Larger proportions ofolder students are enrolled by community colleges than by
higher education as a whole. The average age of studentsin credit classes at pub-
lic community colleges is 28, and 50 percent of all community college students
areolder than the traditional 18-to-24-year-old college cohort. Day classes reflect
an average age of 23, whereas evening classes reflect an average age of 38.

. Community colleges serve large numbers of minori ty students. In fact, they
havebeenreferred to as “the Ellis Island of hi gher education” (Vaughan, 1983,
p- 9). By fall 1986, minorities composed approximately 22 percent of all students
in community, technical, and junior colleges. More than 57 percent of Native
American college students, 55 percent of Hispanic college students, 43 percent
of all Black college students, and 41 percent of all Asian college students attend
community colleges (National Center for Higher Education, 1989). When com-
pared to four-year college and university enrollments, this represents a dispro-
portionate share of minorities served.

. The proportion of handicapped students is much larger in community colleges
thanin four-year colleges and universities. International students make up a

large portion of students attending two-yearschools: nearly 1.1 percent (Cohen
& Brawer, 1989).
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CONCERNS ABOUT COMMUNITY COLLEGES

As the number of community colleges has grown over the years, and as the magnitude
of support required to operate themeffectively hasexpanded, concerns have beenraised about
their nature and worth. These concerns deserve examination.

“The quality of community college students is low.” Some people have referred to com-
munity colleges as “high schools with ashtrays.” Terminology like this, despite its disparaging
tone, does reflect the fact that community colleges share with public education a willingness
to accept the least-prepared students along with the most proficient ones.

No knowledgeable person would dispute the statement that many community college
students are less academically able than are their four-year college counterparts. The fact that
community colleges accept students who are excluded elsewhere because of their academic
deficiencies means that virtually all such colleges provide developmental courses intended to
help “at-risk” individuals prepare for educational success. In 1982, 25 percent of entering full-
time community college students said they had ranked in the top fifth of their high school
classes; 60 percent of those entering universities made the same claim (Astin, Hemond, &
Richardson,1982).

These statistics apply only to students entering college for the first time, however—
meaning less than a third of the community college population. Two-thirds of community
college students, including many who have already received baccalaureate degrees, possess
academic abilities and createinfluences on the educational climate of their colleges which have
yet to be assessed (Deegan & Tillery, 1985). In fact, one feature which attracts both students
and staff to community colleges is that their clientele ranges broadly enough in age and
academic readiness to make almost anyone feel at home.

Furthermore, community colleges rightly ask to be judged by the quality of their
products, not by nature of the “raw material” from which those products derive. If they are
assessed in terms of “valueadded”—thatis, what theyare able to do to change the lives of the
students they enroll-—community colleges can take pride in the kinds of personal successes
typified by the profilees in this book.

At thesametime, itisfair to say that community colleges have plenty of work to do. Part
of their challenge is to make certain that the nature of educational opportunity for their
students transcends “the right to meet minimal standards” (Cross, 1976, p. 3) and constitutes,
instead, the right to develop one’s talents to the maximum possible extent.

“Transferrates arclow.” Accurate postsecondary transfer rates are hard to come by in this
country because data are not regularly collected by either government agencies or four-year
colleges and universities. Furthermore, definitions and methods of calculating transfer rates
differ substantially from source to source.

Data from one major study (Brown, 1987) did indicate that approximately 29 percent of
1980 high school graduates who entered two-year colleges by October 1983 later transferred
to four-year institutions. One reality which these figures fail toreflect, however, is that many
students who enroll at community colleges neverintend to transfer. In fact, studies in at least
five states throughout the 1980s revealed that only about one third of all entering community
college studentsreferred toearning a baccalaureate degreeas their primary aspiration (Cohen
& Brawer, 1989).

The objectives that some community coilege students pursue may be attainedthrough
taking courses whose completion leads directly into the work force. Earning an associate in
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applied science degree in some technical f*eld is a goal for many of these individuals, and
certificates requiring less than a full two years of study are also sought by many.

Large nunbers of other students, knowing that community colleges will accept them
whenever they enter and allow them to “stop out” later without penalty, may deliberately
sample a handful of courses over a space of several years without ever planning to earn a
diploma. Perhaps as much as a quarter of those who attend communi ty colleges may fallinto
this “special interest” category; that is, their aims are to enlarge their range of experiences,
improve their language skills in English or some other language, or satisfy a desire for some
sort of personal growth (Sheldon,1983). Men and women like these often continue to derive
benefits for decades from associating with their community colleges, regardless of whether
they ever transfer elsewhere.

Another point to consider in assessing transfer and graduation statistics in community
colleges is that the vast majority of bachelor’s degree recipients take more than four years to
graduate. Of 1980 high school graduates who enrolled full-time in a “four-year college” during
the fall of 1980, for instance, only about one in five had earned a baccalaureate degree nine
semesters later (Palmer, 1990). In short, the trend amon g America’s college students—
wherever they go toschool—is to depart freely and frequently from the constrained schedules
of the past.

"Community colleges perpetuate class and economic stratification by “cooling out’ students.”
Statisticsindicate that many community collegestudents haveless-educated parents and come
from families with lower incomes than do students who attend four-year colleges and
universities. In a study of the nation’s high school graduating class one year, only 27 percent
of students who entered community colleges were from families in the top quartile on a social
class index, whereas 61 percent of those who entered four-year institutions came from that
group (National Center for Education Statistics, 1984).

Such differences in socioeconomic status have led some critics to conclude that a
prominent underlying function of community colleges is to channel students into their
“appropriate” positions in the social order, based upon their past status. Zwerling (1976), for
instance, asserted that students who experience community college education are apt (o reach
for less than they are capable of accomplishing by, for example, being counseled into “lower-
status” terminal occupational curricula rather than baccalaureate transfer programs.

What critical analyses like these overlook is that the choice for the vast majority of first-
time community college students is not between the status-enhancing possibilities associated
withattending a four-year college or university on the onehand, and the supposedly less lofty
outcomes of a community college education on the other. Instead, the choice is generally
between the community college and nothin g- Were it not for the community college, these
millions of men and women mightnever even realize that they have opportunities for personal
and vocational growth, much less find ways to explore such opportunities.

Furthermore, one of the central strengths of the communily collegeasa tool for personal
improvement s the variety of curricula it offers toils students at any stage in their lives. The
20-year-old man or woman whois “cooled out” enough upon leaving a community college to
settle intoa technician’s position in some business or industrial firm, for example, will have
many chances later in life to upgrade job skills or embark upon an entirely different course of
study—perhaps leading to a four-year degree at that time—by returning to the community
college at will. In other words, the “allocative function” of community colleges (Cohen &
Brawer, 1989, p. 355) is frequently able to expand and enrich people’s life chances. In essence,
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the community college is an extraordinary enabling institution.
CONCLUSION

After reviewing the essays presented in the remainder of this volume, readers will
readily appreciate that community colleges provide opportunities for people to grow. Com-
ments by the profilees exemplify how students with resolve can and do embark upon careers
after graduation from two-year colleges—and then go on to make significant contributions to
their communities and our nation.

These profiles demonstrate that community colleges most often offer ahand up, not a
hand-out. They show how community colleges assist people to reach the goals they are willing
to work for—without compromising standards. They reflect the myriad ways in which weall
benefit from the services provided by community colleges. And they show that, were it not for
community colleges, many of the dreams of our nation’s most responsible and productive
citizens might never have been conceived, much less brought into reality.
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Connie Bushnell
El Centre College, TX

n1980, Iwasalegal secretary preparing documents for real

estate transactions in a branch office of a title company in

Dallas, TX. My 16 years’ experiencein real estate law did
not give me the credibility I needed to go forward with my career
inlaw. Itwasevident that I would need to return to school for my
associate’s degi<e in the legal assistant profession.

College was not new to me, since had completed one year
of college at North Texas University in Denton and one year of
courses at El Centro Community Collegein Dallas. Iwas relieved
toseeothers, my age and older, who had also four ~ doors closed
because of a lack of education. Ihad never been a .0p student in
high school or college. After completion of my first semester at El Centro in the legal assistant
program, Iwas surprised to discover that I really could make A's in all my subjects. Itspurred
me onto learnallIcould in my chosen profession. Iknew El Centro was the right school, and
Ihad chosen the right profession.

Upon graduation in 1983, I was hired as a paralegal in the law firm of Akin, Gumip,
Strauss, Hauer & Feld. Ipassed theNational Association of Legal Assistants' exam fornational
certification and received my Certified Legal Assistant Certificatein 1988. Itis the onlynational
certification examination given to legal assistants.

Recently, my firm asked me to chair a committee to establish a continuing legal
education program for legal assistants in the firm within six sections coverin gfivesubstantive
topics of law. In addition, I was invited to serve during the academic year of 1989-90 on El
Centro College's Legal Assistant Advisory Committee.

The encouragement from my family gave me courage to g0 back to school and to
continue my studies. The helpI received from my teachers gaveme theinspiration to continue
in the programand receive my associate’s degree in applied arts and science. I felt challenged
and stimulated intellectually. Upon graduation, I felt prepared to succeed. Also, I felt
prepared and inspired to continue with my education to reach my goal of someday being a
practicing attorney in the city of Dallas. Presently, Iami attending the University of Texas at
Dallas for a bachelor's degreein general studies.

Going to school at night is difficult, but I am

Connic Bushnell graduated from El Centro
Collegein 1983 with a degree in legal assis-
tantship and is now living in Dallas, TX.
As the leader in the legal assistant depart-
ment of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer &
Feld--the largest law firm in Dallas--sh»
conducts a continuing legal education pro-
gram for legal assistants through the Dallas
Bar Association. She also serves on the El
Centro Legal Assistant Advisory Commit-
tee, providing valuable insights for the col-
lege’s instructors and students.

dedicated to attaining my goals and to helping others
to become successful legal assistants, IhopeI can pass
onto others intheprofessionor en tering the profession
the encouragement and help that I was given at El
Centro. I will always be thankful.
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James M. Graves, Jr.
Muskegon Community College, MI

uskegon Community College has had a more sig-
nificant impact on my life than any other institu-
tion. Just as for many of the blue-collar young
people of our industrial town, college seemed an impossibility to
me. The encouragement that so many of our elders and teachers
gave us to stay away from the vagaries of the assembly line and
grow toour fullestintellectual aridsodial potential seemed eroded
by the cold economic realities of high college costs and modest
working class wages. "JC," as the local community college was
known, had been available for several years with its rock-solid
reputation in both college transfer and vocational programs.
Nevertheless, I felt that if I was going to exert what seemed at the time to be a massive effort
to obtain a college education, I wanted the glamour of going away to a four-year college in
another state. Thesages noted, "A prophet has no honor in hisown country,” and many young
people possess that same attitude toward their home communities and local educational
institutions. I certainly did.

A combination of scholarships, summerjo! -, and a work-study program enabled meto
enroll in an excellent four-year school. However, a college located in a rural setting with a
student body smaller than my high school graduating class was not satisfactory tome, and a
refrain familiar to many freshmen appeared: College for what? What career, what goal?
Escape from the humdrum of 40 years' operating a punch press was a powerful initial
motivator, but escape to what? Theconfusion was so great that in spite of the encouragement
ofkind professors and the satisfaction ofadequate grades, I1eftafter one semester to work, save
money, and sort things out.

Neither my home community nor the local "JC" seemed so boring now. Indeed, they
seemed downright attractive. Encouraged by the wise counsel of former teachers, I enrolled
as a full-time transfer student at Muskegon Community College and continued my part-time
job. Itwas one of themost fortunatedecisions I ever made. The basic two-year college transfer
program enabled me to progress toward my degree whileengaged inmy "sorting out" process
for career goals in the familiarity of my own community. I can honestly say that the quality of
teaching at the community college was better than that of the prestigious four-year college,
graduate school, and professional school that I eventually attended. The faculty contact,
faculty encouragement, and academic standards were
second to none. James Graves, Jr., graduated from Mus-

. . - kegon Community College in 1962 with a
The slu.dy §kllls, work hab‘lts, and motivation degree inliberal arts. HelivesinMuskegon,
for self-help instilled by the coliege have lasted a | MI, where he serves as judge of the 14th

lifetime. Circuit Court. In this capacity, he has often

Thanks, JC, for being there! presented crimeprevention programsatarea

r ' schools. He also serves on a Law Day panel

each year and has contributed substantially

to the activities of the Child Abuse Council
and various local churches.
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Russell J. Ippolito
Westchester Community College, NY

hey say that community colleges perform a “salvage”

function. It's true: I was “salvaged” at Westchester

Community College, NY. By the fourth grade, 1 had
failed every class. By the time I was a senior in high school, I had
read one book. Sitting second to last in my class, I dropped out my
senior year.

After dropping out, I worked many different jobs. I guess
Ibecame what pecple call “street wise.” Although there is a great
deal to learn in the street and old men can impart wisdom,
something in my life was missing. I decided to go to college.

With a great cleal of effort, I was able to get a high school ‘
equivalency diploma. I applied to several colleges and was turned down summarily. Several
years later I heard that Westchester Community College had open enrollment. I applied, took
a course, and a passior. of knowledge flared. I enrolled full-time ard throu gh several twists of
fate became the student government president.

I graduated from Westchester Community College with high honors, * ansferred to
Columbia University, and graduated with high honors in philosophy. I entered Pace Univer-
sity School of Law, and currently sit on the Ranking Scholars list.

The encouragernentI received at Westchester Community College was inspiring. Iwas
not sure I could handle college, but my professors assured me I could. Their guidance and
support still driv. me. I have not taken a course or read 2 book totally believing I could finish.
Their voices echo in my mind telling me I can.

I can now try to help society by litigating in environmental law or trying to light a
student’s mind ablaze by teaching. Whatever I decide, there is one thing for certain, these
choices were not mine to make before I found Westchester Community College.

Russell Ippolito graduated from West-
chester Community College in 1985 witha
degreeinliberal artsfsocial science. He now
lives in Tarrytown, NY. After serving as
president of the Westchester student senate
for two years and graduating with a 3.86
GPA, he earned a BA degree in philosophy
from Columbia University amf is now a
second-year law student at Pace Univer-
sity. Hehasattained all these achievements
despite a learning disability.
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Wesley Johnson
Central Community College, NE

can summarize how my junior college experience conrib-

uted to my life ir a single word: Opportunity—opportu-

nity to discover myself, opportunity todiscover arewa rd-
ing career, and the opportunity to contrit:ite to the people 1
represent as an attorney.

I come from a working, middle-class family, and was a
mediocre high school student. I had few, if any, goals other than
graduation as soon as possible. I graduated at mid-term of my
senioryear and quickly realized I wanted and needed more formal
education.

My community’s junior college, Central Community Col-
lege - Platte Campus, was the answer tomy needs. Platte provided formal, post-high school
education, was close to home, had reasonable academic admission requirements and aff- ~d-
able tuition rates, and, quite unexpectedly, presented me with the opportunity to da T
myself.

With the guidanceand assistanceof concerned and dedicated Platteinstructors, Ifound
that I like to think, to analyze, to organize my thoughts in some coherent manner. In short, I
discovered how much I really wanted to learn. Consequently, I attained the scholastic
prerequisites necessary for admssion into a four-year university and, later, law school.

At the university and especially the law school I attended, my peers were graduates of
educational institutions more established and renowned than Platte. Nevertheless, my junior
college foundation served me well. Academically, I was competitive, and I discovered the
opportunity for a rewarding career in law.

As an attorney, my practice is substantially limited to personal injury and workers’
compensation claims. All my clients suffer from injuries, many so seriously injured they
cannot continue to be employed in their present occupations. They want and need the
education ar.d retraining necessary to acquire new employment skills tailored to fit their post-
injury capabilities.

My junior college experience provided mea unique, personal opportunity to sincerely
urge these clients to attend local junior colleges for their educational and vocational needs. I
can honestly discuss with these individuals what they can expect and the rewards they can
achieve through a junior college experience like my
own, Wesley Johnson graduated from Central

My life is personally, professionally, and so- C‘f"};’”;‘"i‘yC,Ouegff_"{’l“_”fca';_'lr"‘s1'"1’?75
cially more satisfying and productive because of my f‘:Eﬁ,aigfrc;'"j}’ti,'fdf:;f:;ﬁlshfn';o,z,‘:":::ff
junior college experienceand the opportunitiesit pro- | as an undergraduate student, he spent sev-

vided and continues to provide to me. eral yearsin rural Texas asa VIST A volun-
teer. As apracticingattorney in Dallas, he
continues to exhibit a strong social con-
science and has recently defended several
cases dealing with environmental protec-
tion issues.
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Mary Kegley
Wytheville Community College, VA

ytheville Community College provided me withan
opportunity that I had missed when I graduated
from high schoolin Canada. Afteroneyearof college
there I became a medical laboratory technician, as there was no
money for further college work. Over a gameof bridge in the 1960s,
I heard a girlfriend say that she had gone back to school at WCC.
That was amazing to me, as she had several children and was
probably inher 30s. ThenIrealized if she could doit, maybelcould
too, even though I'had twochildren. After an hour conference with
the president of *he college, and a great deal of encouragement, I
was sure I could do it.

AsIwasinterested in history, my firstclass was American history. The nextyearIadded
other courses, and before I knew it I was going full-time. It was an exhilarating time. After
graduation in 1969, I completed one quarter at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University but had to postpone my studies until 1974, when I resumed classes at Radford
University, VA, remaining there to take my graduate work in history and obtaining my
master’s degree in 1975.

In 1978, I took another step--entering law school in Richmond, where I graduated with
a juris doctor degree in 1981. A few months after graduation, I began teaching business law
at Virginia Tech, where I am still employed in the department of finance. I am also in the
general practice of law and have my own office in Wytheville. My interest in history has
continued, and in 1989 I completed Wythe County, Virginia, A Bicentennial History, my eigh-
teenth history-related publication. Without WCC, none of this would have been possible. Iwill
alwaysbe thankful for thecomments made over the bridge table, theencouragement Ireceived
from the president, and for the presence of WCC in the community.

Mary Kegley graduated from Wytheville
Community College in 1969 with a degree
inliberal arts. She now lives in Wytheville,
VA, where she has written several books
about thatarea’s history and genealogy. In
her role as an attorney, she has taken an
active part in many community organiza-
tions. Throughout her life, she has contrib-
uted to society while successfully handling
the responsibilities of a home and family.
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Maurice Ulric Killion
Kaskaskia College, IL

pon graduation from Centralia High School, IL, in
1971,1did notimmediately opt for a college education.
I found employment with the Illinois Department of
Transportation as a civil engineering technician trainee. One year
later, however, I did enroll as a full-time student at Kaskaskia
College, IL.

I recall the studentbody as being friendly, and the instruc-
tors and staff as being understanding anc encouraging. The
teaching methodologies were diverse, and I did receive a strong
liberal arts education. Upon graduation from Kaskaskia College
with an associate of arts degree, I found myself well-orepared for
life and the pursuit of higher education.

I went on to enroll at Nllinois State University. As an undergraduate at ISU, I was
awarded an undergraduate teaching assistantship in the department of economics and was
subsequently awarded a bachelor of science degree in economics.

Upon graduation from ISU, I was selected as a Counsel on Legal Educational Oppor-
tunity student (CLEO) and went on tc successfully complete the CLEO program conducted
at the University of Cincinnati School of Law, OH. In 19791 was awarded a juris doctor degree
from the Capital University Law School in Columbus, OH.

In 1987 I returned to the Kaskaskia College District. As a member of the bar of the state
of Illinois, I have served this community in several capacities. I was an instructor in the
Administration of Justice Department at Kaskaskia College, and I am presently serving on the
college's Administration of Justice Advisory Committee. Thave been professionally employed
by both the Clinton County and Marion County State’s Attorneys Office. Uponmy resignation
as assistant state’s attorney for Marion County in November of 1989, I was appointed to the
position of Clinton County public defender.

It is simple to list my accomplishments. It is difficult, however, to articulate my
appreciation for Kaskaskia College. As a young student, I did undergo an experience at
Kaskaskia College thatleftme confidentin the pursuitof higher goals. Thanks tothe Kaskaskia
College District, I returned and continue to serve this community in my professional capacity
as a lawyer.

Maurice Ulric Killion graduated from Kas-
kaskia College in 1974 with an AA degree.
He now lives in Centralia, IL, where he has
served as assistant state’s attorney for
Marion County and as Clinton County
public defender. He has taken part in the
activitiesof his alma mater over the years as
a member of its Adninistration of Justice
Advisory Committee and as an instructor
in its Administration of Just..e Depart-
ment,
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Renae Kimble
Niagara County Community College, NY

ithin a few days of my arrival at Niagara County
Community College a meeting was called to orient
freshman minority students to college life and to
introduce the Black Student Union. An election was held for
officers,and Iwas surprisingly nominated for vice president. I did
not stand a chance in the world of winning, because my two
OF ponents were sophomores. To my surprise, however, I won the
electionand have been thrust into leadership positions ever since.

NCCC allowed me to freely express myself and to discover
anddevelopleadership, publicspeaking, and organizational skills
that were virtually untapped resources within me.

In order to meet theacademic demands of an y institution of higher learning, one needs
to be disciplined, self-motivated, confident, and have mental toughness. NCCC’s faculty
helped to provide a balanced educational program for the students. This program provided
enough challenges in the classroom environment to allow anyone to develop intellectually as
well as develop written and oral skills necessary to succeed in one’s own community and have
a rewarding career.

Igraduated from SUNY at Buffalo witha bachelor of arts degreein political science and
then graduated from SUNY at Buffalo Faculty of Law and Jurisprudence with a juris doctor
degree.Jam employed at the Niagara County Attorney’s Office as a legal associate.

Ihave taken the NCCC commitment to excellence and applied it to every phase of my
lifeas acommunity leader and activist. I have been privileged to speak at rallies of thousands,
including a rally for Jesse Jackson and a rally for the official recognition of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.'s birthday.

I have been the first Black woman to run for city council and have organized and
spearheaded the fight to change the present at-large system of electin g city council candidates
to district council representation, thereby eliminating the disenfranchisement experienced by
residents who live outside of themost affluent section of town where the majority of the council
representatives live. I have spoken to young people about saying “no” to drugs. And I have

worked to develop a magnet school program. I hope to giveback tomy community justa little
bit of what NCCC has given to me.

I'will never forgetmyeducational experienceat
Renae Kimble graduated from Niagara| NCCC. One may receive numerous degrees, awards,

County Community College in1974 witha | a1 d commendationsina lifetime, butonemust always
degree in liberal arts. She now lives in

Niagara Falls, NY. The numerous commu- | 100K back to the place whereit started. For me, it was
nity boards on which she has served include |  NCCC. Thanks, NCCC, for providing me a golden
the Red Cross, the Niagara Comminity |  opportunity to pursue and achieve academic excel-

Center and Girls Club, the Black Women'’s :
Political Network, the Renaissance Women lence and a more fully empowered life.

of Buffalo, the Niagara Christian Fellow-
ship, and the New York State Democratic
Commiiltee.
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Kenneth H. Laudenslager
Kalamazoo Valley Community College, MI

fler quitting high school in the 10th grade, I enlistedin
the U.S. Army on my 17th birthday. I had hoped the
military background would provide some hope for
my seemingly rocky future. Upon returning from Vietnam as a
decorated soldier I quickly learned my future in society was little,
if at all, affected by the wounds and medals I received overseas. I
needed a vehicle to success.

Despite coming from a family of honorable factory workers
with no college experience, I feltdirected by my family to pursue
college. Kalamazoo Valley Community College had just com-
pleted its first year of instruction, and since it received rave
reviews from our community, I explored enrollment.

My fears of failure, along with residual problematicemotions stemming from Vietnam,
quickly evaporated when I first entered KVCC’s Redwood Hall. The numbing effects of self-
doubt and the war experience dramatically eased with the tide of personal encouragement I
received from KVCC’sstaff an. dministration. The counselors met my ambition with a well-
balanced curriculum at an affo.  ble price. I applied a determined discipline t> my studies,
graduating two years later with a 4.0 grade point average.

KVCC also was the springboard for my social adjustment. The school’s positive
approachin dealing with the students and their needs prompted me to run for president of the
student body. After being elected, I sat with the board of trustees and offered student
responses to the board’s mapping of this institution’s future.

Thanks to my academic achievements at KVCC, I was given a fully paid scholarship to
Western Michigan University. I graduated there in 1973 summa cum laude. With KVCC's
motivational momentum, I applied for and received a scholarship at the Ohio Northern
University College of Law. Applying the organizational skills and confidence cultivated at
KVCC, I1became vice president and president of the student bar association and was named
research assistant to the dean.

I graduated cum laude from Ohio Northern University in 1976. Ientered the corporate
world, and by 1978 I was president of WD Design Corporation in Alhambra, CA, vice-
president of marketing and sales for Kazoo Imagination Toys, and regional manager for the
parent company, Merchants Publishing Company of
Kalamazoo. Since 1978 I have engaged in the private | Kenneth H. Laudenslager graduated from
practice of law and currently owna successful trial law fg;’;"’”?"" Valley Community College in

. . . . . with a degree in cormmunity service/
firm. The communication skills and confidence ac- psychologyand is nowliving in Kalamazoo,
quired atKVCC areseeninactionevery day of my life, | MI. Heisamember of the Michigan Ttial
socially orin the business setting. Today, when Idirect g?:%gSTQZi‘X’:;‘;;‘::‘ ‘s’"ﬁ sg’(’)ﬁi {5?;’;"’%"’1"
clients to KVCC, I feel a warm g1.c>w made_from tl}e neth also performs nu"%’emuspub”cs'emice
ember of success that that institution once kindled in | activities, such as visiting high schools and

me. Thanks Valiey!!! speaking to students on Carcer Day. He
now holds the position of trial attorney.
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Audrey L. Lloyd
Eastfield College, TX

astfield College is much more than a place to learn

academics. It provides an environment where quali-

fied instructors, counselors, and other education pro-
fessionals encourage people of all ages who have reached a point
in theirlivesat which they need nurturing, guidance, information,
and good advice in order to create their future.

At Eastfield I received a good education in basic academic
subjects, which Iwasableto add to and build upon from thatpoint
on. The instructor-to-student ratio was low enough to enable
instructors to spend time with students, a big benefit for a young
person whoislearning to make decisions that will affect therestof
her life. One particular instructor who is also a counselor at Eastfield, A.W. Massey, spent a
great deal of time helping me to find some direction for my life. I benefitted greatly from the
encouragement and information he gave me.

Perhaps because Eastfield is asmall school, it is easy to becomeinvol ved in on-campus
activities, an important way to learn leadership and responsibility. My experiences as a
member of Phi Theta Kappa demonstrated to methatif Iworked hard there would be rewards.
As aresult of my having been a member at Eastfield, I qualified to be a member of Phi Theta
Kappa Alumni at Southwest Texas State University. I was fortunate enough to be a founding
member and historian of that alumni chapter the first year it was established.

Eastfield College provided for me, in addition to the academic ed ucation, the opportu-
nity to realize that I could accomplish much more. The people there made me feel that I
belonged, which in turn led to self-assuredness and an improved self-concept. ThereIlearned
to become involved and to give myself the chance to excel. Itis that part of my early education
thathas since enabled me to set and achieve goals and that has encoura ged me to continue to
want to aspire to achieve more.

After graduation from Eastfield in May 19781 attended Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity. I majored in social science and received an Award for Excellencein History in the spring
of 1980. I graduated with highest honors, obtaining a bachelor’s in education in May 1980.

The following August I began teaching at Lewisville High School in Lewisville, TX. I
taught there for four years before resigning to pursue a postgraduate education. In May 1988
I graduated from the Texas Tech University School of Law with a doctor of jurisprudenceand

amaster’s in public administration.
Audrey L. Lloyd graduated from Eastfeld . Imoved to San Antonioin August 1988 tovtzo.rk
College, a part of the Dallas County Com- with the Court of Appeals for the Fourth Judicial
munity College District, in 1978 with a |  District of Texas as a briefing attorney. That position
degrec in social science. She now lives in traditionally being limited to one year,I moved inJuly

Dallas, where she serves as assistant ci - . .
,,,,omeyzf) p:?or to ZZZ’,,,,,-,,g ,;,,-’s pos,‘ﬁogl, 1989 to take a position with the city of Dallas as an

she worked with the Fourth Judicial Dis- |  assistant city attorney.
trict of Texas as a briefing attorney.
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Lazaro J. Mur
Miami-Dade Community College, FL

ack in the summer of 1975, after graduating from high
school, I was undecided abouta career. Idecided to go
down to the Florida Keys and sper.d the summer as a
lobster fisherman. After amemorable summer, which involved a
great deal of work and which really served as an eye-opening
experience, I decided to 1equest a counseling session at Miami-
Dade Community College, FL, Wolfson Carpus.

With a general interest in business and having previously
taken an accounting course as part of a high school senior honors
program sponsored by Miami-Dade Community College, I de-

" cided to pursue accounting as a career. Throughoutmy two years
atMiami-Dade, I had the benefit of not only taking a number of accounting courses, but I was
also given the opportunity to work in the accounting laboratory. The experience I received at
Miami-Dade helped me complete my accounting education at Florida International Univer-
sity, after which I became a certified public accountar * and worked for the multinational
accounting firm of Touche Ross & Company as a tax adviser.

Thereafter, Ireceived my master’s of laws in taxation, as well as my law degree, from
the University of Miami. To this date, I continue to be thankful to Miami-Dade Community
College for the guidance Ireceived early in my academic career.

Today, I am associated with the law firm of Fine, Jacobson, Schwartz, Nash, Block &
England. Ipracticein various areas of tax law with special emphasis on international taxation.

I strongly believe that the road to a better future begins in school, and Miami-Dade
Community College was there for me at the beginning of that road.

Lazaro J. Mur graduated from the Wolfson
Campus of Miami-Dade Community Col-
legein1975withadegreein pre-accounting
and is now living in Miami, FL. Heisa
member of the Florida Bar and the Ameri-
can, Dade County, and Cuban-American
bar associations. Heis also a member of the
American, Florida and Dade County insti-
tutes of certified public accountants and
was named in the 1989 edition of Who's
Who in American Law.
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Linda D. Regenhardt
Northern Virginia Community College, VA

s withmost people, the hardest thing for me to doiis to
change my status. For years I regretted that Ihad not
completed a college education, but instead had gone

directly to work, married, and raised five children. Iintended to go
back and finish my college education, butI somehow never found
the incentive to take that first step.

It tooka tragedy to get me out of my state of inertia. My best
friend started back to college and had encouraged me to do the
same. I procrastinated, as my youngest child was only in the first
grade. My best friend, along with her eldest child, was killed in an
automobile accident in July 1982, The loss of my friend was a
reminder of my own mortality. Perhaps I didn’t have all the time in the world. It was at that
point that I decided to obtain the education I had not pursued. Ten days after my friend’s
memorial service, I walked into the guidance office at Northern Virginia Community College
and signed up for 21 credit hours.

Quite frankly, I was scared to death. I wasn’t sure I could think about anything other
than maintaining a home and caring for my children. Ihad been absent from any sortof studies
for nearly 16 years.

What I discovered at NVCC was a group of supportive people who really wanted me
to succeed and who would do everything in their power to see that I had every opportunity.
There was nothing quite like the end of first quarter, when Ilooked at the posted exam grades
and found that I had a perfect 4.0 average. I had proven I could do it.

When it was time for me to transfer toa four-year institution, my adviser from NVCC
arranged for me tomeet with an adviser from George Mason University todiscuss exactly what
would or would not transfer. Much to my delight, I found that everything of substance I had
taken transferred readily, and I was off to a good start at George Mason. I completed my
bachelor's degree in 1984 and moved on to the study of law at Georgetown University,
graduating in 1987 with a juris doctorate.

The community college experience was one of such warmth and support that I never
severed my ties. During two of my three years of law school, I served as president of the alumni
Federation for NVCC and have since that time served on the Educational Foundation Board.
I strongly believe that my experience at NVCC gave me what I needed to pursue my
educational and professional goals. The community
Linda D. Regenhardt graduated from |  college experience provided a sense of accomplish-
%"gg’"g’h Z’;f’;‘ég SXOI:"MZI’:;‘S’S’% {g‘;ﬁﬁg‘t’r:z" ment and self-assurance, and I was fortunate to be in
tiona::)d gcner;zgl studiesandis now living in the company of wart, supporfive people who he.ave
Springfield, VA. Sheis part of the litigation remained my advisers and friends in the ensuing
team for the firm of Clary, Lawrence, Lick- | years. To this day, when I feel the need for advice, I
stein & Moore. She is licensed to practice | 0o tact former teachers and counselors at NVCC who
law in the Commonwealth of Virginia, the .
sm“},} of Maryland, and the District of Co- | have proved anever-ending source of support for me.
lumnbia.
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS

Deborah E Sanders
Columbus State Cemmunity College, OH

efore I entered Columbus State Community College,
OH, my goal was to become a legal secretary. As a
result of the technical training and the individual
attention I received at Columbus State, I have had rewarding
experiences as a legal secretary and a legal assistant (paralegal). I
am now a practicing attorney in my hometown of Columbus, OH

While attending high school, I didn’t dare dream that I
could ever join the ranks of the “true” professionals whom I
identified as doctors, lawyers, or PhD'’s. These people were either
brilliant or had gone to “the best schools.” Although I had always
been a good student, I never considered myself brilliant; and
becauseI was educated in inner-city public schools, I was afraid to go to a large college where
I wouldbeforced to compete with the brighteststudents from "the best schools.” My dilemma
was solved when I received a full scholarship to a community college. I would learn a
marketable skill without being forced to adapt to campus life at a large four-year college.

Idid notrealize my true potential until after I became a student at Columbus State. My
academic success gave me confidence thatI could compete with students on a larger campus.
When Ilearned of the different careers a legal secretarial position could launch, I began to
entertain the idea of becoming anattorney. Thestudy skillsIlearned atColumbus State carried
n.e through paralegal school, helped me obtain a bachelor’s degree, and prepared me well for
law school.

Theindividual attentionIreceived at Columbus State also helped shape my life. During
my lastyear, I considered dropping out of school. One of 1y instructors counseled me exten-
sively on the benefits of sticking with the program. I don’t believe I would have received this
kind of personal attention had I been on a large campus. I am sure my life would be very
different had it not been for the personal interest of one special instructor.

My education and personal growth at Columbus State brought out the self-confidence
to compete with the rest of the world—something I definitely needed to survive the challenge
of law school. Because of my experience at Columbus State, I constantly tell young people that
they have the potential to do great things. Many students who have reached their senior year
of high school without preparing for college feel that it’s too late to set high goals. I tell these
students that itis never too late to turn what they think is a mediocre existence into a highly

meaningful and productive life, as long as they have self-confidence, ambition, and persever-
ance.

:
> 'M. 1
.4 "3:*#5.&3

Deborah F. Sanders graduated from Co-
lumbus State Community College in 1974
with a degree in its legal secretarial major,
AAB. She is now a practicing attorney in
her hometown of Columbus, OH, with the
firm of Baker & Hostetler.
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Nancy E. Slovik
Coastal Carolina Community College, NC

enrolled at Coastal Carolina Community College, NC, at

the age of 17 to earn an adult education diploma. Two

years later, I earned my associate of arts degree and
graduated with honors. I was well on my way to completing
college. I'had, however, gained more than an AA degree during
those two years.

The school’s nurturing atmosphere, my contact with a
unique student population, and my involvement in the many
college activities available helped me mature and Gevelop my
leadership and communication skills. I believe those characteris-
tics were crucial to my acceptance to a “Top Twenty” law school
and to my subsequent success there. Moreover, my life is still improving because of my
experiences at a community college.

I am especially grateful for the opportunity to have begun my college education at
Coastal. After skipping my senior year of high school and beginning college at such an early
age, Icould have been overwhelmed by a larger institution.  would have felt lost, homesick,
and intimidated by too many people. Coastal provided the perfect transition. The instructors
knew most students by name. The students tended to really want the education they were
getting. I felt comfortable, capable, and confident.

My self-confidence may have fostered a desire to get involved, and I joined the Student
Government Association. After a year as secretary, I was elected president of the SGA. In this
capacity, I'served as an ex-officio membe~ of the board of trustees and as a student represen-
tative on several college committees. Oth.er activities, such as membership in the National
Spanish Honor Society, kept me busy, but being president of the SGA made me feel
responsible—for money, for the success of planned activities, for the reputation of students
with the faculty and administration, and for my ow n reputation. The experience was invalu-
able.

After completing my studies at Coastal, I transferred toa much larger four-year college,
where I graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor of arts degree in English. I then went
straight to law school at a university of more than 21,000 students. I obtained a juris doctor
degree three years later. Those large schools gave me
Nancy E. Slovik graduated from Coastal | an excellent education and I enjoyed my years there.
Carolina Community Collegein 1983 with |  However, when I think of Coastal Carolina Commu-
an AA degree. Sheis currently employed as nity College, Ifeel especially proud—of the school and
’;Zr:f oy g;,f::hz',','ffz %ﬁfdessofogg_l of my accomplishments. It was at Coastal that I re-
She volunteers with the Big Brothers|Big ceived the foundation ! i eded, and it was there that

Sisters of Hartford; the confraternity of | 1 began tosee myself as a successful person.
Christian Doctrineas an instructor for chil-
dren; St. Joseph’s Church, where she serves
as alector;and the Boy Scouts of America as
a class instructor. Nancy is also a member
of the North Carolina Bar Association.
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS

Roberta L. Stonehill
Ocean County College, NJ

n 1976 I began my transformation from a battered house-
wife toa professional woman. T had just finished two years
of unsuccessful job hunting. Divorce was frequently onmy
mind, butwith three school-aged children, no job, no money, and
no help, I felt trapped.

Ocean County College, NJ, was an experiment. My first
semester consisted of one course built around my children’s
schedules and a part-time job. It was years since I had attended
school. Iwasn’t sure I could do college work. In addition, I thought
I would feel old and out of place. I found, however, thatI could do
the work, there were many returning students, and I never feltout
of place. T had taken the first steps on the journey that completely changed my life.

I'spentfour wonderful years at OCC progressing from one course per semester, to two,
to three, and onward.

Outside the classroom I was invited to join the honor society and became an active
member, then secretary, and finally chapter president. Before long I was involved with many
other campus activities; I tutored other students and worked in the library.

Meanwhile, iny personal iife was changing. I consulted a lawyer about a divorce and
concluded that living on welfare would be better than living under the conditions I had
endured for so many years in marriage. I was divorced in November 1979. My children and
I received welfare for four years.

In 19801 received my associate in arts degree with honors, was class commencement
speaker, received many awards, and was going on to Georgian Court College, NJ, for a four-
year degree.

In 19831 graduated magna cum laude witha 3.87 grade point average, a bachelor of arts
in history, and a certification to teach social studies.

Before completing the BA, I decided to eam another degree. I applied to law school. To
my surprise, [ was accepted by Rutgers University School of Law-Newark, NJ. In1986, to my
amazement, the degree of juris doctor was conferred upon me. Iwas glad to have witnesses
at graduation because I could hardly believe this had :
happened to me. In1987 an invitation was extended to E"b‘” ta L. Stonehill graduated from Ocean

. . ounty College, NJ, in 1980 with a degree
me to teach part-time at Georgian Court College. in hisiory. Stonehill is a member of the

I realize that OCC provided the opportunity to | Ocean County and New Jersey bar asso-
have a whole new life: to move from a battered | ciations. Shenotonly teaches historycourses
housewife without a job or skills to a practicing attor- a Sgﬁ:‘g’erc‘:’?'t’,ﬂz %zgfgeg,;’zgf!zfosr‘;";;‘iﬁ
ney and collegeinstructor. Whatever contributionlam | ocean County Head Start Program. She
able tomake to OCC and the world can neverequal the | has volunteered countless hoursto the OCC

Huti i Alumni Association and its efforts to raise
contribution OCC made to my life. funds for scholarships for nee{{iy students.
Shealso spends a great deal of time counsel-
ing clients at jails at whatever time of day
she is needed.
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Vivian A. Sye-Payne
. Salem Community College, NJ

hen I graduated from high school in 1965, career
options for Black women were pretty much limited
to teaching or nursing, neither of which appealed to

me.

By the time I enrolled in Salem Community College, in
1973, 1 was married and the mother of two children. At that time
people like myself were called “nontraditional” studens

Salem Community College had only begun otiering a
liberal arts curriculum the year before I enrolled. During one
semester, I had toattend schoolfive days and twonights per week
inorder to carry a full courseload. In a two-year period I had one
professor for six different courses. That is not a complaint.

Thesize of the liberal arts faculty was in no way a measurement of their quality.Thave
often wondered how a small fledgling community college attracted such excellent teachers.
They were intellectually stimulating, challenging and encouraging me to be the best that I
could be and go as far as I could go. I had one teacher who taught both English composition
and American literature. She would never let me be satisfied with a “B” on my papers. She
insisted that with a little more work, the paper could rate an “A.” I hated her during those
times, butthere were many days at Rutgers University, NJ, and the University of Pennsylvania
that I thanked God for her and her insistence on excellence.

In fact, all of my Salem Community College teachers took a very serious view of their
responsibility to prepare my classmates and me to enter four-year institutions. Besides
excellentacademic preparation, the encouragement I received from my teachersbuilt my self-
confidence to the point where I looked forward to new experiences.

After graduating from Salem Community College, I matriculated at Rutgers Camden
College of Arts and Sciences, where I earned a bachelor's degree in urban studies and
community development. In 1977 I entered law school at the University of Pennsylvania and
earned a juris doctorate in 1980. I now maintain my own law practice in Philadelphia. I can
honestly say that but for Salem Community College and its wonderful faculty, I would not
have pursued such lofty goals.

Vivian A. Sye-Paynegraduated from Salem
Community College in 1975 with a degree
in liberal arts and is now living in Salem,
NJ. Hercurrent activities include member-
ship in the American Bar Association,
Philadelphia Bar Association ‘s Family Law
Sectionand Probateand Trust Section, and
the National Bar Association Women's Di-
vision. She isa member of the Salem Com-
munity Education Center Advisory Board
and founder/chair of the Concerned Black
Business and Professional Wonten's
Scholarship, awarded to a college-bound
Salem High School graduate.




PROFILES IN SUCCESS

Hilda Tagle
Del Mar College, TX

rom time to time, whenI am being introduced and the
list of my credentials is being recited, I flash back to the
time when I was about 10 years old as I watched a
television commercial thatsaid, “Give to the college of your choice,
for the college doors will be closing in 10 years.” Ilonged to go to
college, butI was so afraid that by the timeIwasready, thosedoors
would slam shut in my face.

But Del Mar College, TX, opened its doors for me, and once
inside those doors, I found the means by which I could reach
heights I never knew existed. Without a single doubt, the knowl-
edge and skillsIacquired whileI was a studentat Del Mar College
have served as the educational foundation for what T have achieved in my personal life.

Since my return to Corpus Christi to practice law, my life has been continually
influenced by Del Mar. For instance, I have enrolled in a variety of courses, ranging from
accounting to data processing, in order to enhance my skills as a lawyer. Each time I have
enrolled, I have persuaded one of my four brothers to enroll along with me, thereby gaining
mutual benefits: Thaveacquired an instant study partner, and they havereceived credit toward
a Del Mar degree that they will one day complete.

In addition to honing my skills as a lawyer, Del Mar has provided me with what I
consider oneof my greatest career achievements, that of being a teacher on the Del Mar College
faculty. Ilearned to appreciate many things, among them the fact that being a good teacher is
a great deal harder than I ever dreamed it was going to be. I also learned to appreciate the
beauty and determination of older students who, for a myriad of reasons, had either just
completed their General Educational Development (high school equivalency) program or had
never pursued a degree after high school graduation.

This experience has helped me gain valuable insight, because now that I am a judge, I
see juveniles and adults throughout our society who have failed as citizens. Istrongly believe
that this has happened because of their failure as students. Therefore, I frequently include the
completion of a GED as a condition of probation. As a teacher,I have seen improvement in the
quality of lives of students who return to school. It is for that reason that I am convinced that
this requirement is often the first step of probationers toward becoming productive members
of society.

Ifeel certain that the goal of these probationers can realistically be accomplished using
the resources of acommunity college such as Del Mar ;

College. For this reason, I am thankful as an alumna, ,P:;g‘:,;r ?ggggggg'ﬁti‘;mg,s; l,yg,g‘:‘ls
a judge, and as an advocate of adult literacy that we | Christi, TX. She became the first Hispanic

have a college of Del Mar’s caliber in the Corpus u}omani;fhlcﬂm;of 'gexas fOS;;fO'}lfi wur}

Sebs : of record when she became the judge o
Christi community. Nueces County Court-at-Law No.3in 1985.
She was recently appointed by the Texas
Supreme Court to the State Commission of
Judicial Conduct.
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Jeannine A. Thoms
McHenry County College, IL

here is a well-known term in real estate, “Location,

location, location.” T can unequivocally state that I

would not be an attorney today if it were not for the
fact that McHenry County College was located to meet my needs.
Of course, needs go much deeperthanlocation,and in that regard,
MCCwas theeducational inspiration I needed to consider further-
ing my goals.

I returned to schocl as a wife and mother of two young
children whodepended greatly uponme. My goalat that time was
much less than a law degree. The transition to school a mere two
miles away was a workable and guiltless one that I could justify.
The initial undertaking was also ecoromically feasible for my family. The MCC faculty were
available to the students, and their en husiasm appeared to be authentic. This reinforced my
decision io be there.

WhenIgraduated from MCC with high honors, I thought, as many do, that these grades
were not indicative of a “real” university. How wrong I was! My accomplishments at MCC
carried through to a bachelor’s degree, summa cum laude, and a subsequent law degree with
high honors. Irecite these scholastic achievements not to bore the reader, but to make clear that
the standards at MCC were high and that *he community college laid the groundwork for me
to excel.

After practicing law in a large firm in Chicago's Loop, I decided to return to the
community whereIliveand where my career was launched. Inow practiceinCrystal Lake and
often recommend MCC to my clients who are struggling to determine their future goals.Ina
general practice, my clients vary from corporate to estate planning. However, I find it
particularly gratifying to work through some harrowing experiences with women who are
battered or abused and desperaiely need the legal and social attention of their community.
Oursociety’s values arereflected by thatwhich
Jeannine A. Thoms graduated from | ~Weare willing tn tolerate. Fortunately for all, society
McHenry County College in 1979 with a | has initiated laws that no longer tolerate discrimina-
fegree in }f’re-la_z:., S_hecis nowa ;;(mcllliﬂ";g tion or abuse based on gender or race. I am proud to
a‘:;“;-:/t‘:.;;"w"hzers;r’fg;‘no;Zf,g;ce e dige at | practice law in this country and I am proud of an

and aged individuals throughthe Legal Ser-
vices Center at Chicugo-Kent College of
Law, she serves as the president of the
League of Women Voters in the Crystal
Lake-Cary areaand as a member of both the
Steering Committee of the Illinois Court
Watching Project and the Women's Advi-
sory Council to the Governor of Illinois. She
has served as a delegate to the White House
Conference on Families and has received the
Junior Chamber of Commerce Certificate of
Distinguished Service.




?ROFILES IN SUCCESS

Rose Vasquez
Black Hawk College-Quad Cities . s, IL

y the time I got to junior high school, I had fully
decided what I wanted to be when I grew up. Televi-
sion had been a big influence in my life then, and I
found that the “Perry Mason” series had sent tire most powerful
message—study law. Nevertheless, having a dream and realizing
a dream are two very different things. As I graduated from high
school, it was all too apparent that not everyone shared my
confidence in my attaining such a goal.

Clearly, the message from family and friends was “don’t

rush into anything.” Going to a local junior college was a logical
step. I could gain a first-rate college education while allowing
myself time to think about what it was I really wanted to do. I was convinced that all of the
reasons for going to a local junior college were just too positive to pass up. Little did I realize
that going to Black Hawk College could mean so much more in terms of educational
experience.

College has to prepare students for thereal world. It has been my perception that once
students nave a degree they are expected to hit the ground running if they want to compete
successfully in our world. Black Hawk College offered so much more than academics that I
knew when I enrolled that I was going to receive a truly well-rounded education. So many of
my experiences at the school were important lessons for the real world.

I took all of the pre-law courses that the :ollege had to offer; the professors and the
subjects that they taught provided the backbone for my legal education. But just as important
were my other experiences at the college. During my sophomore year, I was president of the
student government association. During that same year the association provided the school
with its first rock concert. I was also appointed by the president of the college to be on its
affirmative action task force. For two years Iwas on the school’s debating team, and in my last
year I traveled with three other team members to compete in the annual Harvard University
Invitational Forensic Tournament. Looking back, I see that these and other experiences I had
at the college provided me with invaluable lessons that I use every day, and not just in the
practice of law.

I am currently practicing law as an assistant attorney general for the Jowa Department
of Justice. I am an alternate for the Democratic Party’s
state central committee, a.id I am an adjunct professor | Rose Vasquez graduated from Black Hawk
at Drake University Law School. In my opinion, this fo}ljfﬁ‘f{;g"sggfe'i'e;n%m:gf ;3)8159 7,;11 "gg;
work is clearly a reflection of my interests and activi- | Moines, IA. She is an assistant attorney

ties at Black Hawk Cullege. general for the state of lowa. She is an
alternate for the Democratic Party’s state
central committee and an adjunct professor
at Drake ! Iniversity Law School. She repre-
sents the lowa Department of Health at all
levels of litigation.
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David V. Williams
Patrick Henry Community College, VA

oingintomy senior year of high school, I knew that I

wanted to go on to college. I did not know what I

wanled tostudy, nor did T know where Iwanted to go
to college.

As graduation approached, my indecision grew. My high
school English teacher had on her own secured for me a scholar-
ship ata small North Carolina college, but even witha scholarship
Iknew college was going to be a financial hardship on my family.

With that in mind, a friend suggested that I go to Patrick
Henry Community College and talk to one of the guidance coun-
selors. Ken Lemons, the counselor, pointed out the low cost of
PHCC and the fact that the courses I took would transfer to a four-year institution. I Cecided
to go to PHCC, and I'have never regretted it.

When spring came and classes started, I was in for a rude awakening. I had done well
in high school, and I'was not accusto: :d to making “C”s and “D”s. I realized that in some
respects [ was totally unprepared to do college-level work. The shock was so great that had I
been at a large school where I was just a aumber, I may very well have quit. At Patrick Henry
Community College, the professors were more than willing to help you if you were willing to
work. So with a little hard work on my part and a great deal of help on their patt, my grades
began to rise, and I eventually graduated with honors with an associate degree in education.

Armed with the knowledge that I could do college-level work if I worked at it, T
went on to obtain my bachelor’s degree in psychology from Virginia Tech and then my JD
degree from Campbell University.

I will be forever grateful to the professors at PHCC for teaching me two valuable
lessons. One, there is no substitute for work, and two, if you are willing to work, there will
always be people willing to help you.

David V. Williams graduated from Patrick
Henry Community College in 1975 with a
degree in education and now lives in
Martinsville, VA. He is *he Common-
wealth’s attorney for Henry County and
was a charter member of the college
foundation’s board ofdirectors. He has just
beennominated by the local bar association
for appointment as a circuit court judge.
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE

Ann Bailey
University of Minnesota Technical College-Crookston, MN

horseback ride taken during my senior year in high

school put me on the road to the University of Min-

nesota-Crookston and eventually a career in agricul-
tural journalism.

During that summer between my junior and senior yearsof
high school, I thought I had my post-high school plans mapped
out. I would attend a four-year university with a journalism
program and find a job at a newspaper. That was before a local
university instructor brought her daughter to my parents’ farm
for a little horseback riding In the midst of our ride, Myma
commented onmy fondness for horses. She suggested I ook into
the light horse management program at UMC.

I hadn’t thought about attending UMC because I didn’t know it had such a program,
and besides, I'thought I knew exactly what I would be doing after high school. I was headed
toa journalism program at a four-year university. But despite this convicuon, I found myself
thinking moreand more about the light horse management program at UMC. After talking to
my parents, I decided to put my journalism plans on hold and to attend UMC.

During my two years at UMC, I not only learned about horses, but I also laid a strong
foundation forwhat was to bea career in agricultural journalism and got excellentpreparation
formy university studies. The smaller class sizes at UMC allowed the teachers toof fer help in
my science and math classes, two of my most difficult subjects in high school.

UMC gave me the chance to develop my study skills and taught me responsibility and
how to be a self-starter—important tools for my university studies. One hi ghlight of my
sojourn at UMC was the opportunity to train and care for a horse for nine weeks. Obviously,
the experience built confidence in my abilities to handle such important responsibilities.

Afler graduation from UMC, I spent a year working at my parents’ farm with ample
opportunity touse thehorsemanagementskills.I then attendeda four-yearuniversity,earning
abachelor’s degree in English. During my last year at the university, Ilanded a jobat the Grand
Forks Herald, rising from a clerk to a copy editor and a reporter. When a job opened at A sweck,
anagricultural marketing magazine published by the Herald, I found work that would use my
agricultural classes and English training,

I cover commedity markets, food safety issues, and agricultural education for the
magazine, which circulates in Montana, Minnesota, and the Dakotas. I even manageto sneak
ina few stories about that first love—horses—that drew me to UMC. I'm grateful for that
A Bailey graduated from the University horseback ride that helped me onto the right carcer

of Minnesota in 1979 with a degrec in light track.
horsemanagement and now lives in Grand
Forks, ND. Through her work in agricul-
tural journalism, she helps make farmers
aware of many things, from how to sell » n
to understanding women'’s changing 5
on the farm.
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS

David L. Bayler
Olney Central College, IL

ttending Olney Central College was a natural thing for
me to do for several reasons.

When my father retired, he moved his family to a
community college town because of the excellent opportunities it
provided. He hoped we would take advantage of it, so we did.

After taking the math-chemistry-physics route through
high school, engineering was the way to go for me. I had aspired
to be an engineer for years, since Dad had worked for the Army
Corps of Engineers for 37 years.

Olney Central College has a pre-engineering program that
parallels the University of Illinois, which had the number-three
ranked engineering schoolin the country. What an opportunity! I decided to attend summer
classes in order to graduate with the associate of science degree in 1973.I felt it was important
to obtain the AS degree in case my goal of a BS degree fell through.

Olney Central is where several of my friends were going. It was an enjoyable two years.
Ialso met several new people and madelasting friendships. Several of us had the same classes
together for two years.

Another advantage at OCC was that we had the same teachers for several classes. The
teachers knew what wecould do, and we knew what to expect from them. OCC had excellent,
dedicated teachers who cared enough to give us extra help when we needed it. I needed it a
few times! I am thoroughly convinced that without the extra attention of a few special teachers
at OCC my career as an engineer would have ended before it ever started. Even through
graduation from Eastern Illinois University with an MBA in 1985, no teacher had a more
positive motivational effect on me than Ray Culver at OCC.

After transferring tothe University of Illinois, Idiscovered the classes thatI took at OCC
were the same courses that the U of I used to weed out the freshmen and sophomores. I was
glad that I had those classes out of the way.

The economic benefit of a community college was another plus.Iworked part-timeand
could pay for the low tuition and book fees myself. I know my dad appreciated not having to
finance those same two years at the university.

I'am glad to have had the opportunity to attend OCC and tell anyone who will listen
thatitwas definitely a good way to start anew career.

Speaking to high school students, I encourage them David L. Bayler graduated from Olney Cen-
toinvestigate their localcommunity colleges. It could tral College in 1973 wirt a degree in engi-

: ; neering and now lives in Paris, IL. He
possibly be the natural thing for them to do, too. works for the Bureau of Conslruction of
District 5 of the Illinois Department of
Transportation as a civil engineer and su-
pervising field engineer. Heis a trustee for
thelocal chapterofthe lllinois Association of
Highway Engineers and vice chairman of
the board of The Paris Highway Credit
Union.
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Shahzad Bhatti
Kansas College of Technology, KS

he sight of a tree in full bloom is magnificent. The

branches stretch out, like huge arms, reaching out for

the sky. The leaves, drenched in sunlight, dance in the
breeze. Juicy colorful fruit hangs from its branches like Christmas
ornaments. However, all its growth and prosperity dependson its
roots.

My growth and prosperity also depend on my roots. Part of
my roots are entrenched at Kansas College of Technolog, , . In 1982,
Ireceived an associate of technology degree in computer science.
The education I received was such a bargain that I could not resist
continuing for another year and earning two more associate de-
grees, one in computer engineering and the other in electronic data processing.

Two weeks before I graduated, NCR Corporation interviewed on campus and offered
me a job. I wenton to receive a bachelor of sciencein computer science, and a master of science
in computer engineering with NCR’s financial support. My education and training at Kansas
College of Technology laid a foundation upon which I was able to build not only a technical
career, but also an educational career.

Inretrospect, Kansas College of Technology was the best thing that happened to me for
the following reasons:

The quality of education was excellent

The cost of education was a fraction of the cost at other colleges
In two years I was able to earn my first degree

The college helped me find my first job

Despite all these tangible benefits, what I treasure most from the Kansas Tech experi-
ence is the friendship of Robert Homolka (calculus professor), the love of Les Kinsler (physics
professor), the inspiration of David Delker (digital design professor) and the affection of
Anthony L. Tilmans (college president). Thanks, Kansas Tech!

Shahzad (Shah) Bhatti graduated from
Kansas College of Technology in 1983 with
degrees in computer science, computer en-
gineering, and electronic data processing
and now lives in Longmont, CO. Heis a
project engineer at Solbourne Compuler,
Inc. Heis also a lecturer for Wichita State
University and was a panelist in a work-
shop by the American Association of Arti-
ficial Intelligence.




PROFILES IN SUCCESS

David L. Boprie
Washtenaw Community College, M1

o graduate from college was one of many goals for
myself and would also be a first for anyone in my
family. After high school, I was not ready for college
and enlisted in the Air Force for four years. That was a great time,
especially the travel.Ineverlostsight of myoriginal goal, however,
and did some basic coursework at colleges or universities where I
was stationed.

Winter of 1978 was my first semester at Washtenaw Com-
munity College.I found the flexible hoursat WCCfit well withmy
full-time work schedule. Onerefreshing discovery was mathemat-
ics. The math lab made learning fun, and now I had a great

application, electronics.

While gaining work experience, I completed associate degrees in general studies,
electronicsengineering technology, and digital technology. Washtenaw has givenme thebasic
tools that have allowed me to do well in a wide variety of electronics-related work. My
background now includes programmable controllers, nuclear imaging, machine vision, and
aerospace systems.

Currently, Iwork at the University of Michigan Space Physics Research Laboratory and
enjoy it very much. We have recently completed the integration of a High Resolution Doppler
Imager (HRDI) aboard the Upper Atmospheric Research Satellite (UARS). HRDI is one of nine
instruments aboard UARS, all of which are designed to collect dataand help usunderstand the
upperatmosphere and its effect on global climate, especially ozone. Itwillbe shuttle-launched
inlate 1991. I have been involved in many facets of this exciting project, including electronics
fabrication, design, testing, and field support.

WCC in combination with my work experience has prepared me with a well-rounded
base to try almost any challenge in my field. Many thanks to the great instructors I was
fortunate to have. I look forward to returning to the math lab and continuing toward a four-
year engineering degree, or maybe just for the fun of it!

David L. Boprieg raduated from Washtenaw
Commumnity Collegein 1986 with degrees in
digital technology, electronics engineering
technology, and general studies and now
livesin Ypsilanti, M1. His current occupa-
tion is space physics research tech: ‘ian,
where he builds instrumentation that nelps
the scientific community better understand
ourplanet’s atmosphereand provides infor-
mation for policy decisions of the future.
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John L. Duncan
Wake Technical Cormmunity College, NC

fter studying mechanical engineering at a local four-

year university for three semesters, Idecided to join

the Marine Corps. Specializing in aviation showed
mel was ahands-on person whose future success lay ina technical
education. Knowing that I was going to have to live on G.I. Bill
funds when Ireturned to school, I selected Wake Technical Com-
munity College (then called W.W. Holding Technical Institute),
both for its affordability and its technical courses. Because of my
years of experience in aviation electronics in the Marine Corps,
WakeTechletmestartin thesecond quarter. I remember receiving
my first test score—in the low forties—and realizing that this
school was going to be no pushover.

I married the following July, and together my wifeand I got me through the next two
years.Itook advantage of the college’s cooperative program with local businesses and worked
every other quarter. This notonly helped financially, but itwasalsoa good introduction to the
world of business and provided a break from school.

The engineering associate degree I received in 1969 led to employment at some of the
major corporations in the area: Xerox, IBM, and Simplex Time Recorder. In 1986 I joined
Triangle Research and Development Corporation as a technicianon a variety of government
contract and research projects. Over the last se "eral years, I have watched this small business
grow and have seen several of my projects evol. e from ideas into products. I have assisted on
cutting-edgeprojects for NASA, the Department of Defense, and the Public Health Service that
have ranged fromcancer research and rehabilitation devices tothede velopment of systems for
space flight. I have moved from solely providing technical support to becoming principal
investigator on my own projectsin the fields of aviation electronics and fiber optics.

My first electoral experience was with the student council at Wake Tech, where I won
the secretary /treasury seat by a narrow margin. In 1981 I ran for the Cary, NC Town Council
and was defeated; however, in 1989 my bid was successful. With the help of Wake Tech
graduate Paul Smith and his wife, Addie, I defeated a 14-year incumbent by six votes.

A community college such as Wake Tech offers notonly affordable education, but also
‘ quality courses to individuals wanting to gain practi-
i,ol}clgll'clo),zfncs::ﬁ;agﬁmf ?‘,’,m] gvgzrlf;ha cal knowledge andenter the work force after two years
degree in electronics enginecring technol- | of study. The co-opplan with industry allows students
ogy and now lives in Cary, NC. John s | to gain experience in the workplace. In some cases,
project engincer for Triangle Research and | 1\, Jons may need to continue their education, while
Development. As atechnical researcher, he | pn .
has furthered the development of many | 1n Others they are fully qualified to begin work. In my
products and systems to help the disabled, | case, I will always hunger for more, thanks to Wake

elderly,and handicapped. Hehasbeenelected | Technical Community College.
to the town council of Cary, NC, where it is

his goal to helpmaintain the quality of life in
oneof the fastest-growing small cities in the
South.
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS

K.G. Engelhardt
Ohlone College, CA

hlone Cullege has provided me the historically un-
precedented opportunity of becoming a lifelong
learner. It gave me the basic preparation and motiva-
tion to go on to academic and professional success atStanford and
Carnegie Mellon universities. This was not trivial. Ientered Ohlone
after I had three teenage childrenand after being out of school for
many years. But, more importantly, Ohlone gave me a renewed
confidence in my own ability to continue to learn and grow
throughout my life. Iam presently residing in Pennsylvania and
continue totake classes atcommunity colleges. Ihave theprivilege
of selectingany courselneed for self-enhancementor forincreasing
my knowledge base in unexplored domains. Itis this quest for knowledge that has led me into
my career in robotics. Robotics is one field of technology that will continue to expand into the
2]1st century.

In our present culture, it is estimated that 50 percent of our technical knowledge
becomes obsolete about every four years. If we are to remain a leading technological nation,
we must encourage a focus on lifelong involvement in the learning process. This is the
invaluable opportunity our community colleges provide us.

It is this opportunity to begin again, better yet, to continue to review learning through-
out our lifetimes, that makes the community college system unique and vitally important to
our globally competitive America. Educationis a privilege. Community colleges are, indeed,
unique entities, providers of this unique privilege.

Age is nolonger a barrier to educational opportunities. This nation NEEDS mature as
well as young persons thinking, learning, and making decisions together. That is what the
community colleges’ lifelong learmning provides. Community college education must be
protected and enhanced. Its value cannot be overemphasized. I take great pride in my
community college roots. I remain enormously enthusiastic about this most unusual educa-
tional experiment.

K.G. Engelhardt graduated from Ohlone
College in 1977 with a degree in liberal arts
and now lives in Pittsburgh, PA. Her
current position is director of the Center for
Human Service Robotics for the Mellon
Institute. She is also the founder and cur-
rent director of the Center for Human Scr-
vice Robotics at Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity. Engelhardt has served as advisor fo
projects of the National Institutes of Health
and NASA, and in 1989 she received the
Oustanding Woman of Pittsbuigh Award.




SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE

Janet Anderson Glynn
Technical College of the Lewcountry, SC

efore college, my main purpose inlife was tobea good

mother for my son. Then I began to wonder what I

would do when he was grown and on his own. I
decided to seek the answer early on, hoping that I would have
something for myself when that event occurred.

Upon enrolling at the Technical Collegeof the Lowcountry,
I' began a two-year journey that became almost as rewarding as
being a mother. Irediscovered many hidden characteristics within
myself that Thadn’t used since high schoc! (15 years earlier). Self-
discipline was one lesson I had to learn quickly. As a mother, I
hardly used it except to restrain myself from buying every toy in .
the store for my son. Inschool I was expected tomeet deadlines and see projects through to the
finish or suffer the consequences. The instructors at TCL helped me accept my new responsi-
bilities and offered suggestions to lessen the load.

Self-confidence was a bit harder to achieve. I was fortunate to have had enthusiastic
instructors who challenged me to search for theanswers tomy own questions and gave me the
opportunity to improve and display my abilities. Their faith in me made it much easier for me
to begin believing that I could do just about anything.

Upon graduation I reached the ultimate goal—self-respect. I am proud to say that I
couldn’thave done it without my new family at the Technical College of the Lowcountry. The
knowledge I gained in my two-year journey could not be taught from a book. The caring and
understanding that these people expressed helped me to reach many goals and regain parts of
me that had been lost for years. And it also let me find out early inmotherhood that my 10-year-
old son was very proud of me, too.

Janet Anderson Glynn graduated from
Technical College of the Lowcountry witha
degree in computer data processing and
now livesin Beaufost, SC. ‘When she gradu-
ated in 1989 she was a student speaker and
graduated with honors and as a member of
Phi Theta Kappa. Now she works in her
chosen field as a data entry clerk for Mim,
Trask & Co. P.A.
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS

David Harlan
The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute, OH

ive years after graduating from high school and being
married (with a new son), I still did not know what I
wanted my profession to be.

After preparing for collegein high school, Iinstead opted to
gointo my father’s business and start making money immediately.
After three years, I decided this was not the way Iwanted to spend
the rest of my life.

I held a series of positions afier leaving my dad’s business—
from truck driver to factory worker—without much satisfaction in
any of them. Then, one day, I had the good fortune to run into my
high school guidance counselor. After some discussion of my
employment history, likes and dislikes, and special interests, he suggested The Ohio State
University Agricultural Technical Institutein Wooster, OH. OSU/ATIwas afairly new school,
designed to provide an education and work experience through a practicum/internship
program in one’s course of study.

I have always liked the outdoors and thought there is a need to protect our natural
resources. OSU/ATI’s Soil and Water Conservation Program seemed to be the perfect field of
study for me.

Ivisited OS" 1/ ATI in 1976 and met with the curriculum adviser and discussed courses,
fees, job opportunities, etc. I decided this was what I wanted to pursue as a career. Here was
achanceto dosomething I believed inand help protectour environment at thesame time. After
seeing theOSU/ATIcampus, I realized that those enrolled were not all fresh out of high school.
There were people my age (25), too. Some had degrees from other universities but were here
at OSU /ATI taking some of the specialized courses only this school had to offer. Others were
like me—finally deciding what they wanted to do in life.

I fit in immediately at OSU/ATL The instructors were helpful, supportive, and
extremely interested in someone who had forgotten many of the things he had learned inhigh
school five years earlier. It was easy, too, ata smaller campus to become familiar with the faces
and names of the staff and students. There was an atmosphere that made me want tolearn, and
the desire to learn took hold. The courses and internship helped prepare me for a careerin soil
and water conservation, which Istarted immediately after graduation and am currently in my
twelfth year. I am not gettiny rich, but the rewards cf the job area fortune in themselves, and
Tenjoy my work immensely.

Thanks to OSU/ATI, I have a profession I am proud of and which I believe, over time,
will contribute to the protection and enhancement of our soil and water resources.

David Harlan graduated from The Ohio
State University Agricultural Technical
{eestitute in 1978 with a degree in soil con-
servation and lives in Oak Harbor, OH,
where he holds the iitle of conservationist.
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Allen Harper
Allen County Community College, KS

erhaps my participation in Allen County Community
College activities and my graduation with an associate
in science degree involves one unique circumstance. I
believe that, at the age 0f 81, Iam the oldest graduate of the college.

After having obtained a bachelor of science in pharmacy
from Kansas University in 1931, T decided to resume studies to
updatemy knowledge of soil conservation and market gardening.
Informative courses with Don Benjamin and Leslie Meredith
brought me up to date on these levels. Courses in small business
management and marketing uader David Roos rounded out the
entire production-marketing program.

I moved from Moran this past July to take residence with my son Jim and his family.
They purchased a home and small acreage five miles west of Iola, having sold their town
residence to the Iola School Board for conversion to a high school parking lot.

Inaddition toJimand his wife, Nova, and me, their son, Chuck, and dax: ghter, Patience,
compose the household. An assortment of small creatures includes four cats, four hens, and a
dog.

The acreage isdivided into two sections, one devoted toa commercial planting ofirises
and daylilies, and a second to a sizeable vegetable garden from which items are frequently
taken to the Iola Farmers’ Market. An interesting herb garden is one of Nova’s favorite
plantings.

My interest inirises dates back some 40 years, beginning in Kansas City and continuing
there until 1974, when I moved to Moran. It gradually developed into a commercial venture,
continuing to the present.

Our iris and daylily venture is mostly a mail-order operation. We issuea catalog mailed
chiefly to iris lovers in the four-state area of Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, and Oklahoma.
Orders are generally processed and shipped during July and August, which are the ideal
months for planting. We do on occasion receive orders outside the designated area, as
evidenced by our first foreign order, one from Krefeld, West Germany.

We are still moving plants from our Moran garden, and so far have reset over 3,000
plants. Jim and Iboth hybridize and have several varieiies registered with the American Iris
Society, of which we are both life members.

I definitely believe that my studies at ACCC