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ABSTRACT

The educational system of Turkey is aascussed from a
historical perspective. There are two main components to the
educational system: formal education, which consists of preschool,
primary, secondary, and higher education; and non-formal education,
which provides educational opportunities for adults. Turkey has
undergone a number of social changes in the 20th century including
the transformation of the state from an empire into a republic; the
population has risen dramatically; there has been intensive migration
from rural areas tO urban areas; and the social status and role of
.somen have changed. These changes have influenced and been influenced
by the educational system, and have resulted in increasing the
educational needs of Turkish society. Eight priorities of the
educational system, based on existing problems, are outlined. (DRB)
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EDUCATION AND CHANGING SOCIAL REALITIES 1IN TURKEY

Frof. Dr. Dzcan DEMIREL

Hacettepe University,

ED341624

Faculty of Equcation ANKARA/TURKEY

This paper aims at presenting educational movements
and its implications on social life in Turkey.

As 135 known, Turkey is a bridge between Asia and
Europe both culturally and geographically. In facu,
Turks originally come from central Asia and are
mostly formed with oriental cultural patterns.
Since the Republican proclamation in 1923 they have
been approaching tec western culture and intending
to be a member of European countries. In this
transition period, social values and realities
have been changing very rapidly. For this reason.
eductation has an important role in Turkish life.
The paper discusses the amazing changes and the
role of education in the society.

Finally. some predictions are made for the future
of social li1fe arnd education system in Turkey.
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Introduction

The lands of Turkey are located at a point where the three
continents constatute the ancaent world - Asia-Africa and Europe-
are Close Lo eath other and wiraddle the point where Europe and
Avia mevt. Turkey has been o Lradge belween Castl and Wewt  both
culturally and geographically for ages because of 1ts  location.
The mainland of Anatolia, named once as Asaa Minor later
converted into America Minor, has always been the birthplace of
many great civilizations such as Hithites, Romans, Selijuks, and
Ottomans throughout history. It has also been prominent as a

centre of commerce because o0f its connections to three
continents and the seas — The Black Sea , The Eageaen Sea and
The Mediterrenean Sea — surrounding it on three sides.

I torical Perspectives of Turkey

The Republic of Turkey, ac is known throughout the world
today, 15 quite a new state, although Turks appeared on the
Anatolian peninsula, early i1n the middle ages.

The Republic of Turkey, proclaimed in 1922, inherited two
historical resources with roots extending into the depths of the
past. The furmer is the glorius past of the Turkish people that
dates back approximately over four millenia; the latter is the
history of Anatolia, where the Turks settled and which they have
made their home since the XIth century.

Turkish tribes scattered throughout an area of 18 million
square meters between the 20th century B.C. and the 20th century
A.D. and founded several states which made their mark in the
history are symbolized on the Presidential Flag of the Turkish
Republic.

The farst signs of the Turkish civilization in Anatolia can
be seen at the beginning of the XIth century, when Turks
migrating from Central Asia came and settled here. Until the
proclamation of the Turkish Republic in 1923, Anatolia was ruled
over 4first by various Turkish ’Beyliks’ and later by the
Ottt umans.

Durang the Wrorld War I, the Ottoman Empire sided with
Bermany and Austria and after the defeat of the Central Forces
was forced to sign the Sevres Feace Treaty.

*Mustafa Kemal ATATURK, known as the Father of Turks, defied
the provisions of the Treaty of Sevres, whereby Anatolia was to
be partitioned, and starting the War of lndependence gave the
country back its freedom. On October 29, 1923, he proclaimed the
Republic. The Republic of Turkey today, in line with the
principles outlined by ATATURK, is a social, democratic and
setular state.



Turkish Educational System

The Turkish Natioral Educational System, like the other
systeme in the world, 15 the product of an 1nteraction procecs,
depending on an hastorical baclhground.

The educational tradition of the Dttoman Eapire (1799-1907

1e  bdsed upon the 1vlamc baclyround. Ther e were religous  based
=chools 1n pramary, secondary and higher education. The PUrpuse
of primary schools, named as Sibyan schogols, was 15]lam

religious instruction. The Koran was recited and the prarcapal
prayers were learned by rote. Medreses, the secondary and nigher
educational institutios, were in many ways the most influentaal
and distinctive institutions of the Ottoman Empire. These
1nstitutions were essentially religious in character. The Palace
Schools, called Mekteb-i Enderun, established soon after the
conquest of Istanbul in 1453. The aim of the Palace School was to
train the ablest children <for leadership positions in the
political body of the Otioman Empire, either as military leaders
or as high adainistrators.

AL the beginning of the 19th century , it was reaslized that
education should be one of the duties and respontabilities of the
state. In fact, the first Ministry of Education was established
in 1B57, but still there continued a dual system of education;
religious schools esisting side by side with others in which
secular subjects were taught.

The proclamation of the Republic has brought a big change to
the fundamental structure of the state, to its aime and functions

and  the educational system has become the main power for thas
change,

Since then, the Ministry of National Education =
responsible fur the performance , supervision and auditing of
all vducational services, on behalf of the BGoverment in

conformity with the provisions of the Basic Law of National
Education,

The fundamental structure of Turkish Nationel Educational
System has bLeen set up by the Conctitution of the Republic of
Turley and the Basic Law of National Education.

The 4ollowing are the constitutional principale underlining
the Turhieh Educationasl System,

1. Universalaity and equality, 2. Fulfilment of individual
and social needs, 3. Freedom to choice, 4. Right to education,
“. Equality wf opportunity, &. Education for all throughout 1life,
7. Adherence to Ataturk’s reform principles, B. Education for
democracy, 9. Seculariem, 10. Scientific approach, 1l.Educational
planming, 12. Co - education, 13. School - parent cooperation,
14. Education everywhere (apart from school).

v



Structure of the System

Accordiny to the Bauic Law of National Education June 19732,
no 1739, Turlaish Educetaonal System consiste of (wo Main
components, referred Lo o the "{ormal education” and non—-1ormal
vduc atlaon’ ..

Formal Cduc ataoun

The formal education covers the institulions of pre-school
vducation, primary education, secondary education and higher
education.

Pre-school Education

This stage covers the education of children who are yet to
altdain the wschool age and is voluntary. By the end of 1990 the
toverage of nursery schools and classes will have been expanded
in heavily populated cities where both mothers and fathers wor k,
ae well as for families in economic distress; and the scho-
larisation targel will have reached at 11.5 per cent.

Primary LCducation

The primary education covers the education and training of
the children from 6 to 14 years is compulsory for bolh boys and
yirls, and isv free in state-run schools.

The primary education is comprised of S~year primary schools
and 3-year middle schools. In 1971--1972 the implementation of the
eight year pramary education schools was started in 1B palot
schools 1n 16 provinces and the numuver of the primary education
schooles rose to 927 in 1990-1991 school year. Currently a great
effort is being made to raise the number of years of compul sory
vducation from 5 1o 8 1n JTurkey.

Secundary Educalion

Secondary education encompasses general high school s,
vocational and technical schools offering at least three years of
education.

The aims of secondary education are to prepare the students
for higher education and for a vocation, which provides them to
take their place i1n the society. The scholarisation rate is about
8T, percent; 24 percent an the general and 21 percent in the
ltechmacal  educotaon. The long term objective of the secondary
rducation is to channelize 65 percent of the students to
vocational and technical education, 35 percent to the general
education. Turley has undertaken a reform that has been initiated
together with the modernization of apprenticeship through the
"Apprenticeship and Vocational Training Act" of 1986. 1Its main
vbjective is to use the enterprise sector as a second learning
setting and thus to develop a "sandwicth system” at secondary
education,



Higher Cducatioun

Higher education covers all educational institutions which
provide at leant two yerars of  educsetion following secundary
educatrion.  The degrecvu l1ssuvd are two-year, four-year and poot-
gr sduate.  Highar vducalional anstatutions are affiliated to thee
Higher [ducational Councs]l evuwtablished on Novewnbor 1981, The
thgher Pducation 1 an owd vnomous,, public juridical body with the
athoraty and recponsaibility (o admnister the activaties of «ll
higher educational inustitutions.

There are 29 universities in Turkey, all but one is run by
the state, with 399 Facultiee and 26% Further Colleges.

Tution is charged for higher education, although financial
aid 1% given Lo needy students of proven ability.

The scholerisation rate is about 15 percent 1n higher
cducation. It has been planned that higher education facilities
will be expanded throughout the country.

Non-For mal Education

Non—-forsal education provides educational opportunities for
those who either have never been within the formal system or who
are currently at a certain stage of the same or have left thear
formal learning.

The aime of non-formal education are to teach reading and
writing to adults, to provide basic knowledge, to further develop
bnowledge and stills after furmal education and to provide new
skilles for employmeat.

Non-{f or mal educaliun  includes general and vocational
components and is carried out 1n 7489 adult education centere an
Turkey.The new apprenticeship syslem devel oped by the Apprent. ce-
thip and Vocational Trainang Actl in 1986 which enables on the Job
Lrasning also 1nclude bouth general and vocational education.

The non-furmal educalion will gain a greater saignifacance
duraing the current plan period in Tur key with the development of
thternational relataon:, the i1nnovations a1n sClence and
Ltechnoluyy, the improvement of communicataon Capablilities , the
advent of the "informatiun soraely " age , Lhe ropid changes in

Lthe structures of prufessions and the occurence of sudden demands
1in the labour marbetl.

Changing Fducational Newds of the Society

Betore stating educational needs, it is necessary to view
£hanging social realities in historical perspective in Turkey.



After the Republic, soucial changes under the lradership  of
ATATURI started very rapadly. We tan summarize thisoe chenyges os
fullouw:

1. Jransfourmestlion uf the slate from empire Jntu a republac.

Turte, whou ceme 1 om Central Auvia éand setiled 210 Anatolaa,
ewtablachict the Ottoman Empire apart from several slotes and
lJived a 600 yrar tLime ond after Lhe fall of the empire they
managed tu found thelr lacl stale in Anatoulia agalin. It a1s
believed that Mudern Turlkish State will be exist forever and ULe
governed by the Republic. Radical sccial and cultural chanyges
under the leadership of ATATuRK have begun in the early of The
Rebuplican Era. The moust signirficant changes were @

a. The Proclamation of the Republic,

L. The abolition of the Sultanate,

€. The abol tion of the Caliphate, ( The Ottoman Emporers
were olto the religious leader of Moslems all over Lhe
world)

d. Introduction of the Lalin Alphabet versus Arabic
Al phabel, (because the Voran was written in Arabaic o0 the
latinicatlionn of the alphabet at that time was one of the
most far-reaching reforms in 1920s.)

¢. Civil Law 1nstead of Islamic Law, Mecelle (The law book
which is full of Islamic rules).

{f. The Law of Unification and Modernization of the
Educational System, (Secularization in Education)d

The above mentiouned changes were amazingly realiced very
ravadly 1 1920s, because the newly-established government  under
the leaderchap wi ATATURE was strony enough to enforce 1ts reform
Progr eammtss. Thet’s why social changes in Turkey started from top
te the bottom, because most of the peuple were 1lliterate in
varly Limes of the Regublic.

2. Soci1al Changes related Lo Population Exsplotion

The populatiovn of Turhkey, estimated to be 12.5 mlilion an
1903, increaseu to 12.5 asllion in 1927 and S0.7 million an 1985,
Arcording tn the 1990 pujpulation census, Turkey has approrimately
O7 millaon anhabaitants. The annual growth rate is 2.5 percent
which gives the Turkish suvciety a youthful character. [ducational
needs of the youny generastion is getting more and more. In 1989
school year, 1.5 millaon children started primary education and
every year 250,000 children ore (o be odded to this number.  The
yutnger  gyeneration the country baw, the more schools, teachers
atnd 3nvestaentle 31t neede. '

- Miyration from Rural Areas to Urban Areas

Bucaucee of Lthe high rate of i1ndustrialization taking place,
intenzive migration from rural to_urban areas started in 1950s
and continues to the present day. As a result of this, the rural
population has rapidly decrerased as a proportion of the total



pupul at yon. 1t 16 celimated that urban  population will huve
reathed Lo 5670 per cent an 1994, In spite of  ancreasingy
ur bamaration, houwever, social life and the davision of roles
willngp families are sti)ll strongly influenced by sociral  values,
WAtatuden and L, 1he rules of 1slam. In fact, wocaal and cultural
Lhange 16 0he of the must evident phenomena an Tur vy,

4, Chanyinyg Sutial Status and Roles of Wosen

Tur hish  women had nu raght Lo vole and tw be voled befor e
the Republic, I1literacy rate was higher amony women than men. At
present, Wumen are  cqual and have the same rights an men an
politits, in butinees and sucial life. Although they have womnen
liber alion, those who live in rural areas especially in the
eastera and south-eastern part of Turkey need more education .

[

©. Changes in Family Life

Altough extended famlies: were common an Turlbey, b prewend
vucleus fawmilies have beon comnmon throughout the country sance
hee Republican era. Family life and interaction in the family as
changing. The nuwber of children are decreasing, €:pecially
girls are attending schools more regularly and work in business

life. Literacy rale among women are increasing gradually.

Conclucsion

Fducation 1s a facilitator and initiator of socisel changes
in a couwntry. Ffopecially 4ormal and non-furmal educational
snstitutions e« an Turtey accelarete the sociel changes very
rapidly. A:s the swciely chanyes, the educational needs of the
cociely alsu 1nureases. Therefore,the sharp divisions betwesn
pducated elites ond illiter ale masses allow change 1o Le
initiated, Lut they aleso create difficulties 1n communicetion «nd
political participation. The bridying of these yape continces Lo
be one of the major problems of Turkey. In order to solve the
ill.teracy probiem in Turbey, even military administrations an
1940, 1971 and 1900 interfered wmath the educational system and
vuppurted  and enfurced the educational institutions to ancreas:
the literacy rate in the couuntry. According to the earliest
ttatiuvlite, B9.8 percent of the total population ( 17..5 mlllaon)
could neither read nor write 10 1927. Raisang the literacy rate
hats bLeen o meagr Gblettive of Lthe Republic ever vance 2t ( et
1nto beliny  and has  conlinued uwp te now. The proportion oi
Iaterates had increased to 20 percent 1n 1985 and reached 40
percent in 1950 and lastly 85 percent »n 1990.

Modernmism an Turkey has depended on the secularizalion. For
secularization douce notmerely mean the disestablishment ul
religion, the abolition of religious schools, the adoption of new
laws, it also means change 1n pollerns of suthority, in the value
tyrlem of the cotietly and Lhe ways in which individuals percel ve
themsel ves 1 o thanying wouLaely.



N the population increases and social life changes, the
educational needs of the society are increasing. In order tn
solve the basic problems during the last decade, the prioritiec
1n Juriieh Educational System can be outlined as fol lows

1. Tu eipand the provision of pre-sihoul education sw as Lo
vl 4ully the dewand for at,

<. Tu achieve o 100 percent partlicipataon rate 1 ¥
elementary cducatlion ( 96 percent in 1988)

e Tu extend comprehensive schowols where multi-purpose
Proyrames are Lo be wffered in secondary education.

4. To emphasize on technical and vocational education ~d
also to reach a 65 per cent participation rate in  secondary
education

S. To attain & 20 percent participation rate target in
higher educatioun )

&, TJo tele the necessary measures to raise the quality of
natiovnal educaticn

7. To raicse the rate of literacy of the society which has
already reached 0L percent.

B. To pay mure attention on life long education.

Comparat. /¢ and International educators play an important
role in order tu realize the abuve mentioned objecli ves:.
Comparatlive educatours in each country should interact anid
cummunicate to  esch other and eschange the ideas, researches,
practices and euperiences. In order to develop international
under<tanding and consensus on national educational systems,
comparati ve educalores can expand their ideas through
international conferences and mass-aedia. 1 hope CIES Confer ene
1y Pattlsburgh will succeed an attaining this objective and
Turkish Educatiunael Syctem will be known better and also will
deserve to be studied in the world educational systems.
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